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Goodbye and thank you 
from Willits Furniture

Submitted by Willits Furniture

Willits Furniture Center is saying goodbye and thank you 
after 55 years.

Mike and Margie Smith, owners of Willits Furniture Center, 
are announcing the immediate liquidation and eventual closure 
of the store, and want to express their heartfelt appreciation of 
your trust and patronage over the years.

This thank you not only goes out to their loyal customers 
and friends in Willits, which is their hometown, but also goes 
out to the great families throughout the North Coast and inland 
communities that have supported Willits Furniture Center over 
the past 55 years.

Mike commented: “One of the great things of having a 
retail business is all the amazing people you meet along 
the way. Also, we realize that furniture is a luxury item, and 
our customers often invest a great deal of money, time and 
emotion in their buying decisions. Understanding that, we 
have tried our darnedest to offer the best quality at affordable 
prices and provide exceptional customer service.

“We believe this is the only way a small business can 
survive. We are sad that Willits will be losing its hometown 
store and hope that in Willits Furniture Center’s absence our 
loyal customers can find a store that has the same outlook. 
Thank you all again for your support and friendship.”

Willits Furniture Center was founded by Mike’s father, Ottis 
Smith. in 1968. Ottis moved with his family to the Willits area 

in 1946 where he found employment 
as a timber faller. After five years of 
working “in the woods,” he decided 
to venture into something that was 
not quite so physically demanding. 
He got his contractor’s license, built his first home and then 
moved into town.

Ottis continued to build many quality homes in the Willits 
area for several years. Another project he was proud of 
was building the local Methodist Church. Later he, along 
with some partners, acquired the Safeway shopping center, 
minus Safeway itself. Ottis then decided he wanted to open 
up a furniture store. Of course, all of his friends told him he 
was crazy! They insisted that there was no way Willits could 
support a furniture store.

After college and having a couple years of fun ski patrolling 
in Colorado, Ottis’ youngest son Mike decided to help his dad 
out for a few months. Ha ha.

In 1977, Safeway Corp purchased what is now the northern 
portion of Safeway from the Smiths. Willits Furniture Center 
did not have a home until the Smiths built the current location 
and reopened in 1978. Business was OK for several years. 
Eventually Mike’s wife, Margie, came on board in 1997. 
It was the magic the store needed. Willits Furniture Center 
transformed from a quiet 
little business to one 

Ottis Smith, 
founder 
of Willits 
Furniture 
Center.

Mike and Margie Smith, owners 
of Willits Furniture Center, 
at right, with Kyle Brandon, 
general manager, and Tanya 
Brandon, office manager, at left.

Mike and Margie Smith’s two all-time favorite billboards, featuring their daughter Alana Smith.
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COLUMN | Journal

The school 
of Rosie

Recently the universe reached out 
to me and presented me with a kind 
of miracle. I was at Savings Bank and 
my old client and friend of many years, 
Henrietta Simonsson, was there too. 
Haven’t seen her for a while. She 
happened to mention that she fosters 
dogs for the Humane Society of Inland 
Mendocino County and she had 
something to show me. On her phone 
was a short video of a very cute little 
dog. 

“Come here,” she called on the video 
and this sweet, tiny dog, a Chihuahua mix 
– black with big floppy ears – ran toward 
the camera wagging her tail held up in a 
curly-cue. 

I couldn’t help but let out a laugh of 
delight. “I’m fostering her. She needs a 
forever home. Want to adopt her?” Well, 
I’ve never had a small dog. My beloved 
McNab died 3 1/2 years ago after a long, 
happy life. Didn’t think I’d ever have a dog 
again but suddenly I was thinking about it. I 
showed the video to Joe and it was love at 

first video-sight. I forwarded the video to my 
friend, Gail, and she emailed back “She’s 
got a ‘yes’ from me.” 

So, guess what? Here I sit doing my morning writing with a sweet 
little bundle stretched out over my lap as I reach awkwardly with my 
pen over this little silky love-bug snuggled up, warming herself on my 
belly and covering the bottom half of my “morning pages” notebook. I 
couldn’t be happier, truly. We named her Rosie.

She was dumped during the night along with her pups at the Humane 
Society, caught on their security camera. She’s about 6 years old per my 
friend and veterinarian, Chana. When I was wavering about adopting 
her, Chana said matter-of-factly, “Why wouldn’t you? She’s healthy and 
you need a dog again.” Chana knows me too well.

I’ve been somewhat down since our old cat, Rudi, died some months 
ago. Have been without a little one since. A big hole in my life but I 
didn’t realize that was the cause of the low mood. I can tell you that that 
dreariness has lifted. My snuggly Rosie is better than any med. 

For one thing, she helps me to quiet my mind and feel peaceful and 
loving. She helps me to live in the moment, which after all is all one 
really has. I’m not living in the past or worrying about the future. I’m just 
here – now. Being with Rosie and feeling good. Yes, I can choose to 

feel fearful or lonely, but that’s not what I want. Who would? What I truly want, 
I have realized, is to be happy.

There is true inner strength in feeling happy. Caring for her and choosing to 
be kind gets returned to me many times over. I don’t know what her past was 
like, neglect likely. After all, she’s somewhere around 6 and was never spayed, 
having pups that weren’t wanted either – and all of them dumped. Why people 
don’t spay or neuter their pets is beyond me. 

The Humane Society is at full capacity with dogs and cats that need loving 
homes. I mean really – give me a break. Spay and neuter. There are even free 
clinics around town from time-to-time to do it at J.D. Redhouse and sometimes 
at Mendo Mill – so DO IT for shit sake! Pardon my French, but really!

I keep learning every day. That’s part of life’s journey. I miss loved ones, 
human and not, that are gone or not near, but I’ve learned to feel gratitude 
along with the often inevitable sorrow and loss. That’s OK. I’m human, but 
I’ve come to realize that choosing to be happy can become a habit – just as 
choosing to be fearful or perpetually unhappy can become a habit. Habits can 
be changed. It’s always a choice, moment to moment. 

As Rosie curls up next to me, she feels safe, we both feel happier. Depression 

evaporates and a peaceful joy creeps in to fill the old unwanted spaces. It’s 
said that nature deplores a vacuum, so choosing affection is a decision of 
what to fill that void with, little by little; thought by thought. Habits don’t change 
in a flash. It takes deciding to change, then doing it – catching that unhappy 
thought and then deciding to replace it with a “Rosie moment” – searching for 
a thought that feels better. 

That little head just popped up. I’m convinced she can read my mind and it’s 
not even a month yet. Our animal companions are much more than we realize. 
We share being “animals” with them after all. They feel, they grieve, they love, 
and they’re extremely intuitive. 

We, as humans, are so much more than what we think we are. Life is 
really a kind of tapestry. We’re always adding a new stitch with every thought. 
Sometimes we use the wrong color or we weave in something we don’t want, 
but that can always be redone. Thoughts are the threads. Like I learned from 
the late Louise Hay, “It’s only a thought and thoughts can be changed.” 

We’re taught what we “should” think by all kinds of institutions and people. 
There seems to be no shortage of people who tell you what to do – usually 
because it advantages them or because it’s what they “believe.” We’re actually 
taught to not trust our own intuition. What a wrong turn that is. 

When you really listen to that inner voice, the loving one not the fearful one, 
you realize that it’s all inside you already. Life is a school. You may have heard 
that. There’s an old saying: “When the student is ready, the teacher appears.” 
Your own Intuition is the guiding light. 

Fear and anger are teachers, just like love and happiness. Fear and anger 
are paths I am often faced with, especially these days. That’s the thread I 
choose to tear out. Boy is that hard sometimes. The thought that feels better, 
and by that I mean happier, helps me to “right the ship” to a better direction. 
Mixed metaphors but you know what I mean. 

Rosie jumped up onto the bed last night. She’s beginning to trust me more. 
The fearful, abused little dog that first came into my life is opening up, feeling 
more confident. Her fear is evaporating. I like a cool bedroom and as it got a bit 
too cold this morning around 6 or 7, she suddenly burrowed under the covers. 
She’s no dummy. We all need to burrow under the covers sometimes when life 
gets too cold. 

One thing I’ve learned on my journey is that I don’t have to “like” everyone. 
It’s my journey after all. Some people are really lost. They don’t even love 
themselves. I don’t want to invite that into my life. Well, that’s something we’re 
taught too – to not trust our own selves. Some people just aren’t a good fit. 
It’s OK to not invite everybody in. They have their own journey to travel. Bon 
voyage. 

Louise Hay used to tell her students to look in the mirror and say “I love 
you” every day. Many people couldn’t do that. They were taught that to say 
you love yourself is “egotistical” and wrong. But love begins within. Can’t truly 
love someone else if you can’t love yourself. That’s a good thing, often not 
understood. 

If you think you might be interested in taking a dog for a walk occasionally 
at the Humane Society, or fostering a dog or cat till it can find its forever home, 
call HSIMC at 707-485-0123 or go to their site at www.mendohumanesociety.
com. They’re located at 9700 Uva Drive, Redwood Valley just off Hwy 101 
between Willits and Ukiah. 

My own fog has lifted since Rosie came home – her forever home – she’s 
reminded me of the importance of choosing to be happy. I must say, she’s a 

great teacher! 
Bill Barksdale was inducted into 
the 2016 Realtor® Hall of Fame, 
and served as Chair of the County 
of Mendocino Assessment Appeals 
Board settling property tax disputes 
between the County Assessor & 
citizens and businesses. DRE# 
01106662, Coldwell Banker 
Mendo Realty Inc. Read more of 
Bill’s columns on his blog at www.
bbarksdale.com. 707-489-2232

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

A good time to review 
retirement plans

Neighbors,
One quarter left in 2023. Where did the last nine months go? Can 

someone let me know?!
As a financial advisor and tax strategist/preparer, I do all I can 

to educate and motivate my clients to make the most of their hard-
earned monies – in other words to visualize and protect their future.

FUTURE is a delicate way to say RETIREMENT. Yes, you will stop 
earning one day and you’ll want to maintain your way of living and 
spending. 

A good guide for how much you will need each year you are not 
working: you need about 80 percent of 
your current salary to fund each year of 
retirement. Your annual retirement living 
monies will be a combination of savings, 
investments, social security, maybe 
a pension and any other sources you 
might have like rental income, etc.

Many of us have Individual Retirement 
Accounts like 401K, Solo K, Roth, 
Traditional, 457, 403 ... but you may 
not be putting money in these accounts. 
Now is a good time to review your 
retirement plans and accounts.

Retirement account deposits are tax-
smart and tax-efficient – contributions 
now may change, lowering your 2022 
tax outcome. Let’s review what you have 
AND what you want.

Please let me know if I can educate 
and motivate you!

My best,
Nick

Nicholas Casagrande, EA, is an 
accountant and a financial advisor. 
His firm, NC Financial Group, is a 
wealth-management firm serving 
individual clients as well as small-
to-medium-sized businesses. Client 
work includes personal and corporate 
taxes, investment planning, insurance, 
and real estate. NC Financial Group’s 
Willits office is located at 675 South 
Main Street; contact 855-240-6606 or 
nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com (taxes) 
or Nicholas.Casagrande@Ceterafs.com 
(investments) for more information. 

Remodeling?
Showing Your 

Home?
Need Extra Space?

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: 5x5 to 12x40

Call for Availability & Rates

261 Franklin Ave. • Willits • 459-2529

Redwood Mortgage
Hard Money

Loans
Investor

opportunities
 (707) 462-8622  (707) 459-2330 

redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

Independently
Owned & Operated 

CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street.  Willits, CA 95490

Randy and Ruth Weston
707-459-4961 • 707-489-3333

CalBRE: 00990817
ruthweston@pacifi c.net

557 South Main Street • Willits

For information or an appointment to view please call:

property. Approximately 96 acres of the land is level. � ere is an 
old rustic barn/shop with power. Possible subdivision of 37+/- 

acres with RR5 zoning.
$980,000

Zoned commercial but could have
a residence and a business with

approval from the City of Willits. 
Convenient location, pretty spot.

$79,500

Beautiful Level
Lot in Town

3.3+/- Level Acres
Great opportunity for a commercial business or investment 

property.  � ere is a 1,700+/- sq. � . o�  ce building with 4 separate 
o�  ces and 2,646+/- storage attached. � e metal shop is 4,608+/- 

sq. � . with drive thru bays and roll up doors. Approximately 3 
acres are paved. � ere is a new septic system and city water. Used 
previously for years as a truck shop business. Many more details 

call for information.
$695,000

203+/- Acres
Park Like

Property in 
Branscomb

Many building sites, with paved 
road access. Power and phone

is on the property. Also
beautiful redwood trees, � r

and oaks throughout the
parcel. � ere is 3/4 of a mile

of the Eel River running
through the middle of this

Gorgeous 3 bed., 3 bath lodge style home with every 
comfort you could want. � e spacious open area 

features a living room with a huge rocked � replace, 
custom kitchen and a formal dining room. � ere are 

fenced pastures, a 40x60 barn with a hay lo� ,
equipment storage, two horse stalls, additional

walk-in horse shelter, detached shop. � ere is much 
to see here.

$1,775,000

129+/- Acres Outstanding
Ranch Property

 

Peter 
Smith

Peter@sasin.com Marcos 
Diaz

m
arcos@

luxeplaces.com
 diazm

arcos.com

Peter Smith

Marcos Diaz

More than 50 years of experience in 
real estate, property management, 
and home restoration!

--TTrriilliinngguuaall
--PPrrooffiicciieenntt  iinn  
MMaarrkkeettiinngg

DRE#01205926

petersmith.com

DRE#02139769
¡Se habla español!

Tara Moratti, Realtor®
Broker-Owner CalDRE #01420657
100 SOUTH STREET, WILLITS, CA

m: 707-367-0389

Specializing in Mendocino County Real Estate
www.LivInMendo.com  • livinmendo@gmail.com

26761 Hawk Road - Offered at $345,000
• 1,345 Sq. Ft.
• Year built 1993

• 3 Bedrooms
• 1.5 Bathrooms

Nicholas Casagrande
Columnist

Bill Barksdale
Columnist

COLUMN | How’s the Market?

Tips to sell your house quickly
Once people decide to sell their house, they 

usually don’t want the experience to drag on too 
long. Here are some tips to sell your house quickly. 
Some may surprise you.

1. Choose a good teal estate agent
Although it may seem self-serving to suggest hiring 

a real estate agent as the first order of business, I 
do so in good faith. Even those who do not stand 
to benefit from this recommendation agree with me. 

A real estate agent will help you assess your 
property’s market value and advertise your property 
locally, online, and via the Multiple Listing Service. 
Real estate agents also share information about your 
property with other real estate professionals, coordinate 
inspections, and guide you through the process so you can 
avoid expensive mistakes. 

Remember, a real estate agent has a fiduciary 
responsibility to deal honestly and in your best interest. This 
is not just an ethical responsibility – it’s a legal one.

2. Set the right price
Many sellers are under the mistaken impression that 

if they shoot for the moon and set a high listing price, it’ll 
be fine because buyers will bid them down. Paradoxically, 
houses listed at too high a price often end up selling for less. 

The vast majority of buyers hire real estate agents who 
guide their clients to make good decisions. When real estate 
agents believe a property is over-priced, they are less likely 
to show it and the listing becomes stale. When a property 
remains on the market for too long, buyers begin making 
low-ball offers because they assume the sellers are eager 
to sell.   

On the other hand, when you price your house at market 
rates, you can inspire a bidding war among buyers, which is 
more likely to increase the final sale price.

3. Appearances matter
I know they say not to judge a book by its cover, but in real 

estate, first impressions matter. It’s important to increase 
your property’s visual appeal as much as possible. Replace 
old carpets. Paint the walls with neutral colors. Update 
outdated light fixtures and appliances and spruce up the 
yard. 

If you’re living in the house while it’s on the market, 
declutter by removing at least a third of furniture and closet 
contents. Then, clean the house until it sparkles before each 
showing. 

If the house will be vacant, hire a professional stager (your 
real estate agent can recommend one). According to a www.
Homelight.com survey, 83 percent of top agents agree that 
staged homes sell faster, with 71 percent claiming they sell 
at least 6 to 10 percent faster than vacant houses that are 
not staged. 

4. Presale inspections
Talk to your real estate 

agent about completing 
all relevant inspections 
as soon as you list the 
property, including a 
home inspection, pest and 
fungus, roof, heating and 
air conditioning, well and 
septic, and depending on 
your property, maybe a few 
others (natural hazards and 
flood certifications come to 
mind). 

5. Consider all the costs
To sell your house 

quickly, your real estate 
agent will almost certainly 
recommend some up-front 
expenses. Sometimes 
sellers balk at this because 
they fail to consider the cost 
of NOT doing these things. 
In economics, there’s a 
term called opportunity 
cost, which describes 
the cost of the foregone 
alternative. What are you 
giving up when you choose 
to invest (or not invest) in a 
given activity? 

Imagine your house is on the market for 
$500,000. It is vacant, so you want a quick 
sale. If you have no loan on the property, 
the opportunity cost of having that house on 
the market is about $40 per day. 

So the question is, is it worth spending a 
few hundred dollars on good photos by a 
professional photographer who has the skill 
and experience to keep your neighbor’s 
trash bins and rusty pick-up truck out of 
the exterior photos, one who knows how to 
photograph a bathroom without making the 
toilet the centerpiece? 

I’d say yes, especially when you consider that most people 
narrow their home-buying selections based on their online 
searches – that is, on the photos of your property.

Spending a little money up front can actually save you 
money (or make you money) when the transaction is all said 
and done.

If you have questions about real estate or property 
management, contact me at rselzer@selzerrealty.com. If 
you have ideas for this column, let me know. (If I use your 
suggestion in a column, I’ll send you a $25 gift card to Loose 
Caboose!) If you’d like to read previous articles, visit https://
selzerrealty.com and click on “How’s the Market?” 
Richard Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the 
business for more than 45 years.

Richard Selzer
Columnist

Above, left: Rosie cuddles Bill as he writes his monthly column. Above, right: Rosie, who was dumped along with her 
puppies at the Humane Society for Inland Mendocino County, has finally found her forever home with Bill Barksdale.
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WILLITS WEEKLY IS 
PROUD TO CONTINUE THE

REAL ESTATE 
SECTION

IN LOCAL PRINT MEDIA

An individual, stand-alone and independent print piece

Relevant Local Editorial Content

Open House Advertisements

Available Buyer’s & Seller’s Agents

Property Listings

Commitment

and ad copy

 deadline

is the

 first Friday

of the month

3,500 - 4,000

copies

each week

Ads go

online and

in-print for

one priceone price

Runs on the second 
Thursday of the month. 

Runs
Second

Week
Each

Month

Call for ad space:
April Tweddell
707-972-2475

Ads

GET YOUR OFFICE, AGENTS AND 
LISTINGS INCLUDED IN OUR NEXT EDITION

Chana Eisenstein, DVM 
Celina Borucki-Gibson, DVM “Dr. BG”

East Hill
Veterinary Clinic

1200 East Hill Road   Willits, CA 95490
Tel: 707-459-5236

web: www.easthillvet.com    Fax: 707-459-9048

24017 Tulip Dr. • Willits, CA 95490 • $349,000

mendorealestate@gmail.com • MendoHomes.com

Karena
Jolley
License #01482063

707-354-2999

Kelsi
Ryan

License #01932829

707-621-1818

Country life on a sunny corner property in Brooktrails! The home is 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths and 1280 sq ft with two decks, established garden 

areas, a greenhouse, and two storage outbuildings. Owned solar 
system & dual pane windows. With wood accents throughout and 

vaulted ceilings, this bright and airy home has been recently painted 
outside. Central heating and air, but the woodstove is excellent for 

supplemental heating. Chickens are negotiable!

heck of a great place to shop for furniture and accessories.
One of the fun things the Smiths did was feature their daughter Alana in the store’s 

newspaper, television and billboard ads. They were constantly getting positive comments 
from customers. Alana did her first TV commercial at around 2 years old. Way too cute! 
She did her last billboard ad at 25 years old. What a run, and what fun! Margie pointed 
out: “We changed the billboard ads at least every two months. It kept people interested.”

Margie also reflected: “Over the years Willits Furniture Center has employed countless 
teens through Willits High School. Many started as sophomores and were employed 
until graduation. Some worked for us several years beyond graduation and became key 
employees. Friendships were made and still are important even 20 or so years later.”

“Margie and I have to give a shout out to our current store manager Kyle Brandon 
and his right-hand mom, Tanya Brandon,” said Mike. “They came along and poured their 
hearts into this business. Unfortunately the Willits economy has been in what I call “A 
Perfect Storm” and has made their job overly challenging. Thank you Kyle and Tanya for 
all you have done.”

Kyle came on board the Willits Furniture Center team in early 2019. “When I first applied 
it was for an office job, since I had taken some business classes in college when I was 
studying computer science and business information systems,” Kyle stated. “Mike and 
Margie had lost their previous manager not long before and were working at the store full-
time.” He continued, “Unfortunately at that time they didn’t think that they needed someone 
in the office, so they hired me on as a delivery driver instead,” Kyle laughed.

That didn’t last long! Within a year Kyle had learned the ins and outs of the store working 
his way up through sales and customer service and was really taking an interest in the 
business. “Mike ended up asking if I would be interested in training as manager and I 
said yes.” Kyle said. “Eventually we started looking at the possibility of me buying the 
business and, at that time, it seemed like it would be a perfect opportunity for everybody. 
We brought my mom on as office manager soon after that.”

Then the spring of 2020 came, and for the first two years of managing the store it 
was a wild ride. “We eventually put our plans on hold to see how things settled out after 
COVID,” Kyle said. With the economic downturn after 2021 things began to become more 
difficult for the store. “Like Mike said, it was the perfect storm of post-pandemic inventory 
problems, and the unique economic circumstances of both Mendocino County and the 
furniture industry as a whole,” Kyle stated.

Kyle reflects that managing Willits Furniture Center has been one of his most rewarding 
experiences. “I was born and raised here in Mendocino County, and small family businesses 
like these are the heart and soul of the community. I quickly learned that buying furniture 
is a very personal and unique process for each individual. It is a great feeling that you get 
when you have helped someone navigate that process and find the perfect item to fit their 
needs. That will be something I miss about working for the store.”

“There have been so many unforgettable and positive things happen throughout my and 
Margie’s careers at the store,” Mike said. “It’s been an experience we will never forget, and 
we truly are not happy about closing the store. We fear there may never be another like it 
in Willits. Independent furniture stores are rapidly becoming a thing of the past nationwide. 
Furniture has become mostly a disposable industry. It’s just not the same, and it’s time for 
us to move on. Thank you to all of our customers for 55 great years!”

What’s next? 
Going out of business sale! 

Starts? Tomorrow, Friday, September 15.
Ends? When there is nothing left.

Even if you are not in need of anything, please stop by and visit a bit!

From on Page RE1The rest of
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WWW.SVRCASINO.COM

100 Kawi Place • Willits, CA 95490
Tel: 707-459-7978

Management reserves the right to cancel or modify any promotion
at any time without notice.

For complete rules and details please visit the Players Club.
Gamgling a problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER.

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517


