
A letter from ...

T H E  S U P E R I N T E N DE N T  OF  W I L L I T S 
U N I F I E D  S C HO OL  D I S T R IC T

John Baker
Welcome back to school! 
As we begin a new school year, I 

want to extend a warm welcome to 
all of our students, families, staff, 
and community members. We are 
excited to embark on another year of 
learning, growth, and opportunity, with 
a continued focus on ensuring every 
student has the support they need to 
succeed. 

This summer has been a busy 
and productive one across the Willits 
Unified School District. One of our 
most significant projects was the 
long-awaited replacement of several 
roofs at Willits High School. New 
roofing has been completed on the 
high school auditorium, the boys’ and 
girls’ locker rooms, and the woodshop 
shop building. These important facility 
improvements will help preserve our 
schools and provide safe, reliable 
learning environments for years to 
come. 

Professional learning was also a 
major priority this summer. Teachers, 
counselors, administrators, and 
school psychologists from both 
Baechtel Grove Middle School and 
Willits High School attended a three-
day Multi-Tiered System of Supports 
conference. Participants explored 
effective instructional practices, 
strategies for addressing challenging 
classroom behaviors, and ways to 

strengthen social-emotional learning 
as an integral part of daily instruction. 
MTSS is a framework that helps 
us meet the academic, behavioral, 
and social-emotional needs of every 
student, and it will continue to guide 
much of our work throughout the year. 

As your superintendent, I have 
established several district priorities 
that will guide our work this year. 
We will strengthen our Professional 
Learning Communities so educators 
collaborate more effectively, share 
responsibility for student success, and 
continuously improve teaching and 
learning. We will continue expanding 
our Multi-Tiered System of Supports 
to ensure every student receives the 
academic, behavioral, and social-
emotional support they need to thrive. 
We are also committed to building 
stronger vertical and horizontal 
alignment across grade levels, 
departments, and school sites so 
that students experience a seamless, 
high-quality education throughout 
their years in Willits Unified.

Above all, we will focus on improving 
the quality of instruction in every 
classroom by implementing research-
based practices, maintaining high 
expectations, and actively engaging 
students in their learning. These 
efforts will be supported by cultivating 
a positive district culture where every 

student and employee feels valued, 
respected, supported, and proud to be 
part of Willits Unified School District. 

We are also pleased to welcome 
many outstanding new staff members 
to our district. Several teachers 
have relocated to Willits to join our 
educational community. This year we 
are strengthening our music program 
by adding a full-time high school 
music teacher, and we are expanding 
student health services with the 
addition of a full-time licensed school 
nurse. We have also welcomed new 
teachers at both the elementary and 
high school levels, a new counselor 
at Brookside, a College and Career 
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Welcome to Willits 
Unified School District

Posted at www.willitsunified.com
Willits Unified School District proudly serves 

approximately 1,530 students across six schools in the 
heart of Mendocino County, where towering redwoods, 
breathtaking natural beauty, and a strong sense of 
community create an exceptional place to learn and 
grow. We are committed to providing innovative, student-
centered educational opportunities that inspire curiosity, 
foster achievement, and prepare students for lifelong 
success.

From strong academic programs and 1:1 classroom 
technology to flexible independent study opportunities 
and a necessary small school, Willits Unified provides 
personalized pathways designed to meet the unique needs 
of every learner. Our Career Technical Education pathways 
provide students with hands-on learning experiences, 
industry-relevant skills, and career exploration opportunities 
that prepare them for success in college, the workforce, 
and beyond.

Through our partnership with Mendocino College, 
Willits High School’s Dual Enrollment Program allows 
students to earn college credit while completing their high 

school education. By expanding access to college-level 
coursework close to home, students can accelerate their 
educational journey, reduce future college costs, and gain 
a head start on achieving their academic and career goals.

Our dedicated Special Education Department is 
committed to ensuring every student has access to a high-
quality education through individualized services, inclusive 
practices, and collaborative support for students and 
families. We are equally proud to offer Adult Education, 
providing lifelong learning opportunities that help 
community members build new skills, earn certifications, 
complete educational goals, and advance their careers.

At Willits Unified, our dedicated educators, supportive 
families, and strong community partnerships create safe, 
inclusive, and welcoming schools where every student is 
known, valued, and empowered to succeed. We believe 
education extends beyond the classroom, fostering 
confident learners, compassionate leaders, and engaged 
citizens who are prepared to make a positive impact in 
their communities and the world.

Above: Everyone’s ready for the new school year, including, back row, from left: Baechtel Grove Middle School Principal Shane 
Topolinski; Blosser Lane Elementary School Principal Margaret Duran; Willits High School Assistant Principal Brandon Ludwig; 
Willits High School Principal Kenneth Mansfield; and Willits Unified School District Superintendent John Baker. Front row, from left: 
Brookside Elementary School Principal Diane Johnson; Sherwood Elementary School Principal Annapurna Steffen; and Executive 
Director of Student Programs and Principal of New Horizons K–8 Independent Study and Willits Adult School, Arora Chavez. Not 
pictured: Sanhedrin High School Principal and New Horizons Independent Study, 9-12 Yuliya Ritchley.

Superintendent of Willits Unified School 
District John Baker

Photos by 
Maureen 
Jennison

Draft candidate 
filing list for 
November 

election is out

Neither Willits City 
Council incumbent Larry 
Stranske or incumbent 
Bruce Burton filed to run 
for election to another term 
as of the Friday, August 
7 filing deadline. Due to 
the incumbents not filing, 
the deadline for other 
candidates to file was 
extended to Wednesday, 
August 12. 

Robin Leler, a Willits 
teacher, has filed to run 
for a WCC seat in the 
November 3, 2026 election. 
Willits Weekly will report 
any additional candidates 
filing during the extension 
period in next week’s 
edition. 

In other Third District 
races, candidates for Third 
District Supervisor Buffey 
Wright Bourassa and Eric 
Hart, who were the top 
2 candidates in the June 
primary, will compete on 
the November ballot. 

There are three seats 
up for election on the 
Brooktrails Community 
Township board. Incumbent 
Rick Williams and appointed 
incumbent Mary Ziady 
both filed to run again, but 
incumbent Ed Horrick did 
not, so filing deadline for 
Brooktrails board was also 

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Gunman at 
illegal Covelo 

grow pleads no 
contest 

Posted by District 
Attorney David Eyster
August 6 – With the 
prosecutor announcing 
ready for a trial set begin 
Monday [August 10], the trial 
defendant opted against a 
local jury deciding his fate. 
The trial defendant instead 
offered to be sentenced to 
10 years in state prison, a 
plea and sentence bargain 
eventually accepted by 
the prosecution after 
consulting with witnesses 
and investigators. 

Charged with conspiracy 
to commit murder and 
attempted murder counts, 
defendant Edher David 
Lazano Urena, age 22, 
of Ukiah and Clearlake, 
entered a no contest plea 
to voluntary manslaughter, 
a felony, and admitted he 
used a firearm in committing 
that homicide. 

A defendant’s no contest 
plea to a felony is exactly 
the same as a guilty plea 
for all purposes, save for 
the spelling of the words. 

Presenting as an unusual 
set of facts for a homicide 
prosecution, defendant 
Lazano Urena and three 
others were working in May 
2025 at an illegal marijuana 
grow in the foothills above 
Covelo where a decision 

Lawsuit 
challenges 
logging in 

Dutch Charlie 
Creek 

Submitted by Friends of 
Dutch Charlie Creek
Branscomb, August 5 – 
Friends of Dutch Charlie 
Creek has filed a lawsuit 
against CAL FIRE to stop 
the destruction of one of the 
most critical endangered 
coho salmon habitats left 
in California. The litigation 
seeks to halt the recently 
approved “Hot Tuna” and 
“Lincoln Logs” timber 
harvest plans, west of 
Laytonville, which threaten 
imminent harm to the 
fragile Dutch Charlie Creek 
watershed and its prime 
coho habitat.

Dutch Charlie Creek 
is one of the last reliable 
spawning and rearing 
habitats for California’s 
endangered coho salmon. 
Surveys consistently show 
Dutch Charlie having the 
highest coho redd density 
of all tributaries to the 
South Fork Eel River, 
which is home to the most 
consistently abundant coho 
population in California.  
Dutch Charlie Creek’s 
coho habitat is key to the 
continued recovery of this 
population.  Most of the 
watershed was only logged 
once, and it contains 
hundreds of remnant old 
growth trees.  California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and the National 

California 
wildfire 
agencies 
support 
national 
response 

Submitted by 
California Wildland Fire 
Coordinating Group 
Sacramento, August 6 – 
As devastating wildfires 
impact multiple geographic 
areas around the nation, 
California firefighters from 
federal, state, tribal, and 
local agencies continue to 
step up and support the 
suppression response. 

“We work together within 
the state every day utilizing 
one of the most coordinated 
and collaborative mutual aid 
systems in the world,” said 
US Forest Service Pacific 
Southwest Region Fire 
Director Jaime Gamboa. 
“But our response is not 
limited to California. Every 
day, we provide critical 
ground personnel, aviation 
assets, equipment, incident 
management teams, 
logistics, and contracted 
resource support to assist 
with wildland fires wherever 
the need is greatest. No 
matter where a community 
is threatened, we provide 
the resources to help.” 

Extremely dry conditions 
and high temperatures 
led to an early start to fire 
season across the western 
United States this year. 
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Junior Livestock 
Auction

Local FFA and 4-H youth show their 
animals at the Redwood Empire Fair

“Hello, my name is Alayna and I am 13 
years old. This is my third year of Willits 
4-H. This is my turkey. His name is Armin. 

He is a Bronze Tom 
turkey. I have been 
enjoying taking care 
of him since he was 

4 days old. I have enjoyed raising him and 
training him to get ready for fair,” says the 
sign on Alayna and Armin’s pen. She and 
the rest of the Willits 4-H and FFA kids 
waited Saturday to show the animals they 
have raised, fed, and nurtured to auction off 
at the Redwood Empire Fair’s Jr. Livestock 
Auction.

Alayna’s sign also educated the public 
about the things she has learned about 
turkeys. “Fun facts about turkeys: Turkeys 
can see better than humans. Among the 
more surprising facts about turkeys is that 
they have three-times better vision than 
humans. They can also see in color, and 
their eyesight covers 270 degrees.”

Raising these turkeys, chickens, sheep, 
rabbits, goats, swine, and beef animals, 
teaches the kids many lessons which 
they are able to take with them throughout 
their lives: responsibility, empathy, and 
the reality of knowing where their food 
comes from. Several kids had a difficult 
time parting with their animals, who had 
become their best friends. Almost all of the 
animals had names. Samantha Espinoza 
named her Grand Champion Market Swine 
“Bubba.” Some named their animals to 
keep a whimsical, but realistic view of the 

process: Grady Fonsen of Willits named 
his Berkshire Grand Champion Market 
Swine, “Ham.”

Aybrie Whitehurst of Willits spoke to 
Willits Weekly about showing her animal to 
the crowd of buyers, who were, as always, 
extremely generous in their bidding. “We 
have to walk her around the arena, and try 
to show off how well we can maintain eye 
contact and how we look presenting our pig 
in the arena. With market you want to show 
off the meat of the pig and best qualities 
and bone structure.” Whitehurst’s parents 
own JD Redhouse, which sells pig feed 
and treats, helping to keep Millie, Aybrie’s 
market swine, fed and in good health.

Emma Hulsey of Willits was showing her 
260 pound pig, named “Vienna,” for Vienna 
sausage, Emma said. “This is my eighth 
year. I did two years of rabbits, and this is 
my sixth year doing pigs. I like pigs better 
than rabbits. You can hang out with the pigs 
more. You can just sit with pigs for a while,” 
said Hulsey.

Garrett Weaver of Ukiah raises rabbits 
and was showing the Supreme Grand 
Champion Market Meat Pen. “This is my 
third year showing for FFA, my eighth 
overall at the Redwood Empire Fair,” said 
Weaver. “I’ve won this one time before, and 
I’ve won Reserve Grand Champion as well. 
I’ve been successful. I also raise my own 
lines of rabbits as well. I do this year-round. 

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com. 
Willits Weekly prints letters and commentaries about Willits and 
Third District issues, activities, events, and people. We print letters 
to the editor from residents of Willits and the Third District only. To 
encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication 
from any one writer to once every four weeks.

Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address 
and phone number, although only the author's name and city of 
residence will be published. Deadline is end of day Monday for each 
Thursday edition. No letters from an anonymous source will be 
published, although a request to withhold the writer's name will be 
considered.
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What 
do YOU 
think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank 
you letters from our readers

Mendocino College 
begins its 54th year

By Tim Karas, superintendent/president, 
Mendocino College

As Mendocino College begins its 54th year, I find 
myself reflecting with gratitude on the college’s half 
a century of service to the students, families, and 
communities of our region. For more than 50 years, 
Mendocino College has helped people build careers, 
transfer to universities, explore new interests, and 
strengthen our local communities. That commitment 
remains at the heart of everything we do.

We are also beginning this academic year with 
record-breaking enrollment and the largest student 
body in the college’s history. That growth is an 
encouraging reminder that Mendocino College 
continues to play a vital role in our region. While we 
are proud of our history, we are also looking ahead 
– responding to the changing needs of our students, 
strengthening our programs, and creating new 
opportunities for learning and workforce development.

Most importantly, I want our community to know that 
Mendocino College is here for everyone. Whether 
you are a high school student planning your future, 
a working adult looking to build new skills, someone 
considering a career change, a retiree pursuing a 
personal interest, or simply looking to connect with 
others through arts, culture, athletics, or lifelong 
learning, you are welcome at Mendocino College.

Beyond taking a class, one of the best ways 
to experience the college is to visit one of our 

Brooktrails 2nd Access 
Project Meeting, August 18

Posted by Mendocino County Department of 
Transportation

Join the conversation on the Brooktrails Second 
Access Project.

Mendocino County is preparing an Environmental 
Impact Report for the proposed Brooktrails Second 
Access Project, a new roadway designed to improve 
emergency access, evacuation routes, and everyday 
travel.

A scoping meeting for the Second Access Project is 
set for Tuesday, August 18, at 6 pm at the Brooktrails 
Community Center, 24850 Birch Street. Join us to 
learn about the project and share your thoughts on 
environmental impacts, alternatives, and mitigation 
measures.

The purpose of the scoping meeting is to present 
information about the proposed project, describe the 
state’s CEQA process, and solicit input, including 
written comments, on the scope and content of the 
EIR. Comment forms will be available for those who 
wish to submit written comments at the meeting.

For more information, to see environmental 
documents, or to submit a public comment, visit www.
mendocinocounty.gov/departments/transportation/
current-projects/brooktrails-second-access

Public comments accepted through 5 pm on 
September 4, 2026.  

Read the rest of
College Over on page 9
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Mathew Caine
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

From far left: Makayla Brinkerhoff, of Willits, 
named her pig Curly because of the way it’s 
tail curls. Curly loves her mud pit at home. 
Malayna Lavenduskey named her sheep Dolly 
Parton. Cailin Kelsay’s sheep is named Thor. 
Mia and Sophie Chavez of Willits brought 
market sheep to the Jr. Livestock Auction. 
Below, left: Landyn Martin-Lundgren of 
Willits showed his Grand Champion Poultry 
Meat Pen with the help of his friends. Below: 
Grady Fonsen of Willits with his Berkshire 
Champion Market Swine, named Ham. Grady 
has successfully shown and sold several 
pigs at the auction over the years.

Above, left: Jace 
Nunnemaker of Willits 
had the Reserve Grand 
Champion Market Swine. 
The flower garlands are 
from Flowers by Annette. 
Above, right: Kaycee Silva 
of Potter Valley showed 
her emotions at having 
to let her Reserve Grand 
Champion Beef friend go. 
At left: All of the auction 
attendees were served 
breakfast by members of 
4-H and FFA in several 
stations prior to the 
auction.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Above, left: 
Danielle 
Estrada of 
Willits poses 
her Reserve 
Grand 
Champion 
Market Goat 
for the bidders. 
Above, right: 
Eva Pinon of 
Willits with her 
Reserve Grand 
Champion 
Market Goat. 
At right: Daniel 
Hosford of 
Willits showed 
his market 
goat while his 
brother Wade 
brought his 
sheep to show.

Please slow down
To the Editor:
A sure sign that summer has come to Brooktrails is the 
birth of new fawns. I  have enjoyed looking out my window 
and seeing the fawns (two from one mom and one from 
another doe) cavorting in the grass. Unfortunately, over the 
past couple of weeks, most recently this past Saturday, 
all three have been struck and killed on Daphne Way. Not 
even 3 months old.
Of course these were accidents, but maybe they wouldn’t 
have happened if the drivers were more alert. Last year 
some kind soul put up a couple of signs saying “Slow, 
baby deer.” The signs have faded but the message bears 
repeating. Please drive carefully on Brooktrails’ curvy and 
up-and-down roads. Your actions can prevent needless 
deaths of wildlife, cats, dogs, (and people). Thank you.

Deirdre Santaniello, Brooktrails

Running for school board
To the Editor:
My name is Mason Rescina. I am a fifth-generation, 
lifelong Willits resident. I grew up here, attended Willits 
schools, graduated from Willits High School, and went on 
to graduate from Mendocino College. This community has 
played a major role in shaping the person I am today, and 
that is a big part of why I am running for the Willits Unified 
School District board.
My desire to serve our community did not begin with this 
campaign. During my time in school, I had the opportunity 
to serve in different student leadership roles, including 
as Student Body President of Willits High School. Since 
graduating, I have continued to stay involved in our 
community through organizations like Willits Sober Grad 
and the Willits Rotary Club. Through those experiences, 
I have learned the importance of listening, working with 
others, and stepping up when there is an opportunity to 
make a difference.
I am running for school board because I care deeply about 
the future of our schools, students, and our community. I 
want every student in our district to have access to a safe, 
high-quality education that prepares them for whatever 
path they choose after graduation.
I believe our community deserves a school board that 
takes its responsibilities seriously. That means closely 
monitoring student achievement, making sure taxpayer 
dollars are spent responsibly, and listening to students, 
families, teachers, staff, and community members when 
making important decisions.
I am not running because I believe I have all the answers. 
I am running because I am willing to listen, ask questions, 
do the work, and make decisions based on what is best for 
our students. 
This community has shaped who I am in countless ways. 
Running for school board is one way I hope to give back 
to the place that raised me. I would be honored to earn 
your vote. 
If you have any questions or want to learn more about 
me, please don’t hesitate to reach out. You can find me 
on Facebook at “Mason Rescina for Willits Unified School 
Board” or email me at masonformendo@gmail.com

Mason Rescina, Willits

Rally for Jackson Forest, August 15
To the Editor: 
CAL FIRE broke its word. It’s time to hold the line. After 
the 2020-2022 protests at Jackson Demonstration State 
Forest, CAL FIRE promised to PAUSE new logging until 
the Forest Management Plan was updated. In December 
2025, they broke that promise – approving the AMEX 
Timber Harvest Plan (THP 1-25-00044-MEN) for nearly 
500 acres near Chamberlain Creek, before the 2026 Forest 
Management Plan is finalized, a real co-management 
agreement with tribes is in place, and the Governor acts 
on AB 2494.
AB 2494 would change everything. This historic bill would 
prioritize ecological restoration, climate resilience, and 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge over industrial timber 
production. 
CAL FIRE shouldn’t be locking in more logging and road-
building at Jackson while the
Legislature is still deciding how Jackson should be 
managed.
We demand:
• An immediate halt to the AMEX THP and all further logging 
in Jackson Forest 
•No new Timber Harvest Plans until the Forest Management 
Plan, tribal co-management, AB 2494 are signed and 
implemented
• A real road maintenance and cultural site protection plan 
– over 25 years overdue
• An independent archaeological survey of Jackson Forest
• Governor Newsom’s signature on AB 2494
Bring your family, your neighbors, your voice to our Rally 
for Jackson Forest, Saturday, August 15 at Fort Bragg 
Town Hall, from 12 to 4 pm. Stop the logging – pass AB 
2494. Organized in solidarity by tribal nations and allies 
working to protect Jackson Demonstration State Forest. 
This is our forest, our history, our future.

Naomi Wagner, Willits, for the Coalition to Save 
Jackson Forest

Thank you
To the Editor:
Dear Willits: All of us at Tommy G Presents and the 
Mendocino Producers Guild thank you so much for showing 
up like you did to the 2nd Annual WillitsFest Local Talent 
Showcase! We had such a great time and by the looks of it, 
so did you. Whether it was the delicious food, curated craft 
scene, kid zone, the music, or the firedancers, there was 
something for everyone. Willits has such deep pockets of 
talent, and it was our pleasure to present this year’s local 
offerings on such a gorgeous day.
There were robots, gourmet cookies, ribs, a giant swing, a 
kid’s scavenger hunt, face painting, fruit smoothies, and a 
big birthday party for Carlin Diamond, a local treasure!
The greatest feature was the ripple you all set off by 
gathering with family, friends and neighbors in the spirit of 
fun and community. That ripple goes on forever, and we all 
get to relive those memories free-of-charge for the rest of 
our lives. Willits has a big heart, and the ripple effect is real 
every time we get together and celebrate.
Thank you to all the participants, attendees, volunteers, 
Willits Charter Schools, and the City of Willits for being 
partners in community. This town is a positively amazing 
place to live, thanks to you.
We look forward to doing it again and seeing you all next 
year on Saturday, July 24! 

Tom Girdauskas, co-producer, Tommy G Presents

Little Lake Valley high temperatures (°F)
Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun weekly July 2026

location Aug 03 Aug 04 Aug 05 Aug 06 Aug 07 Aug 08 Aug 09 average average

100.6 97.5 93.0 93.4 98.2 101.1 94.6 96.9 86.9

98.6 95.4 92.7 94.6 97.2 97.2 94.3 95.7 84.1

Valley Rd 101.8 99.5 94.6 93.9 99.3 100.8 95.4 97.9 87.7

Canyon Rd 99.1 98.1 93.7 94.3 99.0 100.8 94.1 97.0 86.6

Pine Mountain 96.4 95.5 92.8 92.7 95.9 96.4 92.3 94.6 83.9

South Main @ East Oak 101.1 98.6 92.8 93.7 99.0 100.6 93.6 97.1 87.4

Daily average high 99.6 97.4 93.3 93.8 98.1 99.5 94.1 96.5 86.1

Daily average low 55.1 59.7 58.5 56.4 55.7 57.0 56.8 57.0 52.4

Northbrook Way

Brooktrails Dr @ Sherwood Rd

data compiled from weatherunderground (https://www.wunderground.com)

Willits Heat Box
Welcome to summer and the heat box. After a generally mild July, August began with one of the warmest string of 

days so far this summer. While only a few reporting stations reached triple-digit high temperatures, highs across the Little 
Lake Valley averaged 96.5 F for the week of August 3 through 9. Those daytime high temperatures averaged roughly 10 
degrees hotter than July daytime highs.

In most locations, the nighttime temperature dropped to the mid to upper 50s, providing some comfortable sleeping 
weather. This, however, was nearly 5 degrees warmer than July nighttime lows.  Although forecasts vary, most call for a 
cooling trend, with highs in the upper 70s to low 80s through August 19.

The rain box will return from hiatus when measurable precipitation returns to the Little Lake Valley. Based on prior 
years, that should occur within the next six weeks, but only time will tell.

– Tim Hanna, Willits Heat Box
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W I L L I T S  P OL IC E  DE PA R T M E N T

POLICE LOG
July 20 to July 26

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

Willits Weekly’s 
Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW  T O 
S U D OK U

Sudoku puzzles are 
formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once in 
each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

ASSIGNMENT
BACKPACK

BLACKBOARD
CALCULATOR

CHAIR
CHALK

CLASSROOM
DESK

EXAM
GRADE

HIGHLIGHTER
HOMEWORK

LESSON
LIBRARY
MARKER

NOTEBOOK

PRINCIPAL
RECESS
RULER

SCHEDULE
STUDENT
TEACHER

TEXTBOOK
WHITEBOARD

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Midway between  
      south and southeast
  4. Fathers
  9. Wine grape
 14. Al Bundy’s wife
 15. Derived from ammonia
 16. Venezuelan state
 17. Interest rate
 18. Experts
 20. Vascular tissues
 22. Smooth and glossy
 23. Administrative region 
       in S. Korea
 24. One from Damascus
 28. Special interest group
 29. It cools your home
 30. Oh, God!
 31. Intestinal pouches
 33. Men
 37. Twelfth star in a  
       constellation
 38. Former CIA
 39. Arrange in grades of size
 41. A baglike structure in a  
       plant or animal
 42. ‘The Great Lakes State’
 43. Having earlike  
       appendages
 44. Momentarily stop
 46. Ancient kingdom
 49. Of I

 50. White clerical vestment
 51. Songs to one’s beloved
 55. Charges
 58. Computer application  
       originator
 59. A place to dock a boat
 60. One guided by reason
 64. Slang for cigarette
 65. Sailboats
 66. ‘Jerry Maguire’ actor  
        Zellweger
 67. Screen type
 68. Country legend Haggard
 69. Puts together in time
 70. When you anticipate  
       arriving

CLUES DOWN
  1. Involuntary muscular  
      contraction
  2. Eastern US transit agency
  3. Leaves a place
  4. Cease to participate
  5. Current units
  6. Cease to exist
  7. General’s assistant (abbr.)
  8. Earth vibration
  9. Very strong winds
 10. For each one
 11. A bog
 12. The creation of beautiful  
       or significant things
 13. Affirmative

 19. Pie _ __ mode
 21. Nonclerical
 24. Indonesian island
 25. Educational environment
 26. Namibian peoples
 27. Bring out or develop
 31. Moves into a place 
       of thought
 32. Out of the way
 34. Loads a ship
 35. Beloved Hollywood 
alien
 36. Distinguishes
 40. The ancient Egyptian 
sun  
       god
 41. Secondary or 
explanatory  
        title
 45. Relating to a wing
 47. One who gives a 
speech
 48. In the middle
 52. Loop with a running 
knot
 53. Airborne (abbr.)
 54. Sweet persons
 56. Put into play
 57. Small cattle breed
 59. Millisecond
 60. Revolutions per minute
 61. They __
 62. Moon crater
 63. A place to stay the night

The rest of
Gunman From page 1

300 E. Commercial Street, Willits, CA 95490
www.sparetimesupply.com

Sparetime Supply
will be hosting a private event for

our wholesale customers
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12th through
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15th at NOON
at the RECREATION GROVE PARK
THIS EVENT IS CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 

Entry to the park will not be 
permitted without prior authorization

208 E. San Francisco Ave 

A letter from ...

T H E  P R I NC I PA L  OF  B L O S S E R  L A N E 
E L E M E N TA R Y  S C HO OL

Margaret Duran
Dear BLES Families: 
Welcome to the start of the school year! 
Blosser Lane Elementary is excited to welcome back our students 

and families for the 2026-2027 school year! We look forward to seeing 
everyone on Wednesday, August 19. 

Our school gates will 
open at 7:40 am, and the 
first bell will ring at 7:55 
am. 

Throughout the 
summer, our maintenance, 
grounds, and custodial 
teams have worked 
tirelessly to prepare our 
campus. From refreshing 
classrooms to improving 
our outdoor spaces, their 
hard work has ensured 
that Blosser Lane is 
clean, safe, and ready to 
welcome students for an 
amazing first day and a 
successful school year. 

This year, we 
remain committed 
to strengthening our 
academic, behavioral, 
and social-emotional 
programs, so every 
student has the 

opportunity to learn, grow, and thrive. We know that our greatest 
successes happen when families and school staff work together, and we 
invite you to become an active part of our school community by joining 
our Parent-Teacher Organization and School Site Council. Your support 
and involvement played a tremendous role in our success last year, and 
we look forward to building on that partnership. 

To ensure you receive important updates throughout the school year 
and can easily communicate with your child’s teacher, please make 
sure you are connected to ParentSquare, which will be our primary 
communication platform. Your child’s teacher will also reach out to you 
within the coming week with additional classroom information. 

Our dedicated staff is committed to providing an exceptional educational 
experience and supporting every student every day. If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at margaretduran@
willitsunified.com or (707) 459-3232. 

Thank you for being an important part of the Blosser Lane family. We 
are excited to begin another year of learning, growth, and memorable 
experiences together. 

Go Blosser Bears! 

Get a free 
Google Nest 
smart 
thermostat.
Installed in your home 
at no cost.*

See if you qualify. Scan or call us.

Discover
SCP Rewards

 ▶ $5 monthly bill credit

 ▶ Manage your home’s temperature from anywhere

 ▶ Easy control from your smartphone

Start Saving Money Each 
Month on Your Energy Bill

sonomacleanpower.org
Se habla español
1 (855) 202-2139

*CARE or FERA enrollment required

New Blosser Lane Elementary 
mural welcomes families back to school
Submitted by BLES Garden Mural

A colorful new mural at Blosser Elementary is helping welcome 
students and families back to school while reflecting the values and 
diversity of the campus community.

The mural project grew out of Principal Maggie Duran’s vision of 
making the third- through fifth-grade school a welcoming, engaging 
place for students and their families. Earlier this school year, Duran 
applied for and received a grant from the Rural Professional Learning 
Network to support the Willits Unified School District’s Blosser Lane 
School Beautification Project.

Students and staff contributed ideas by suggesting words and 
phrases that describe Blosser Lane. Students will have the opportunity 
to paint garden ornaments with the phrases in art class. These will 
be incorporated into the completed mural in a variety of languages 
representing the diverse families who attend the school.

The mural begins at the front gate, where colorful paintings of 
vegetables decorate each of the entrance poles, leading visitors to the 
front office. The centerpiece is a vibrant garden mural featuring local 
flowers, herbs, and edible plants. As a Blue Zones school, Blosser 
emphasizes healthy living and nutrition, making the garden theme a 
natural fit. Two local educators, Rebecca Daun Widner and Valarie 
McCourtney, donated their time to the project.

The design also incorporates the “Sky–Grass–Ground” handwriting 
guide, a classroom tool that helps students learn proper letter formation 
by using three visual boundaries for correct letter placement.

The mural currently surrounds the main building, which houses 
the front office and library. Plans are underway to expand the project 
around the rest of the campus through the school’s student leadership 
program during the coming school year.

Above, left: A vibrant new mural 
featuring local flowers, herbs and 
edible plants welcomes students, 
families and visitors to Blosser Lane 
Elementary School. 
Above, right: Blosser Lane garden 
mural volunteer Alissa “donated a 
day to carrots.” 
Below: One of the entrance poles at 
Blosser Lane, painted with colorful 
vegetables.

Photos courtesy Valarie McCourtney

The Principal of Blosser Lane Elementary School 
Margaret Duran

The officers of the Willits Police 
Department reported 67 incidents in this 
7-day period.

Summary of Active Investigations 
and Arrests

July 20
4:07 pm: VANANTWERP, Russel 

Armando (42) of Willits was contacted in 
the 100 block of Madden Lane. He was 
arrested on felony charges of domestic 
corporal injury.

6:30 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
300 block of East Commercial Street and 
issued a warning.

9:15 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
1100 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

July 21
10:47 am: Officers responded to a report 

of a suspicious vehicle in the 24000 block 
of North Highway 101.

12:04 pm: Officers conducted a stop in 
the 1400 block of South Main Street and 
issued a citation.

8:33 pm: FISKMCCARTHY, Monte Roy 
(35) of Willits was contacted in the 1600 
block of South Main Street. He was arrested 
on misdemeanor charges of possession of 
a controlled substance, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, disobeying court orders, 
and failure to appear.

July 22
1:56 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 

100 block of Madrone Street and issued a 
warning.

July 23
4:59 am: Officers responded to a report 

of vandalism in the 100 block of School 
Street.

10:00 am: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 1500 block of 
South Main Street.

2:07 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 800 block of 
South Main Street.

5:54 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
300 block of South Main Street and issued 
a citation.

6:29 pm: Officers conducted a stop in 
the 1400 block of South Main Street and 
issued a citation.

6:42 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
800 block of South Main Street and issued 
a citation.

July 24
4:52 pm: Officers responded to a report 

of a suspicious vehicle near the intersection 
of East Oak Street and Central Street and 
issued a citation.

6:28 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 200 block of South 
Lenore Avenue.

9:04 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 800 block of South Main 
Street and issued a citation.

July 25
1:31 am: Officers responded to a report 

of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
West Van Lane.

1:23 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
500 block of South Main Street and issued 
a warning.

3:57 pm: Officers conducted a stop in 
the 1200 block of South Main Street and 
issued a warning.

4:02 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the 
800 block of South Main Street and issued 
a citation.

4:24 pm: Officers conducted  a stop near 
the intersection of East Commercial Street 
and Madden Lane and issued a warning.

July 26
No incidents to report.

was made to ambush and kill two former 
workers who had come by the grow to ask 
to be paid money they were owed. 

When told the owner was away, the two 
men left a message for the owner to give 
them a call and left the location.

The two men who were owed money 
had barely driven back towards Covelo 
when they were chased down, their vehicle 
blocked on the road, and told they were 
about to die. 

Like a scene perhaps out of the 
documentary “Murder Mountain,” when the 
two men under attack ran for their lives into 
the woods by pushing past the attackers’ 
mouthpiece, the other three armed 
attackers – spread out as if a firing squad 
at the ready – opened fire. 

Approximately 17 rounds of three 
different calibers of ammunition were 
believed to have been fired at the escaping 
men when all the spent casings were 
counted up.

The mouthpiece who had approached 
the two men and made the robbery and 
death threat, also armed, was killed by 
“friendly fire.”

Defendant Lazano Urena also sustained 
gunshot wounds believed to have been 
caused by his loose cannon “friends” and 
bad positioning in a gunfire zone. 

It remains unknown which of the three 
firing squad gunmen fired the fatal shot that 
killed the front man. Likewise, it remains 
unknown which one or both of the two 
remaining firing squad gunmen wounded 
the defendant. What is believed is that 
the evidence shows that the four acted 
in concert with one another with a group 
intent to kill.

Not unscathed, the two men who were 
attacked successfully escaped into the 
woods. One was eventually found by a 
Sheriff’s Office deputy the next morning 
and flown out to Enloe Hospital in Chico for 
surgery and care. The other escaped the 
ambush without being hit by a projectile. 

The homicide charge and firearm 
allegation that defendant Lazano Urena 
admitted on August 6 constitutes a violent 
felony and also a future strike, within the 
meaning of California’s voter-modified 
Three Strikes law. 

Given the violent nature of the conviction, 
the good time/ work time credits Lazano 
Urena may attempt to earn in prison 
towards early release on parole should be 
limited to no more than 15 percent of the 
overall 10-year sentence.

The law enforcement agencies that 
investigated what can only be described 
as challenging crime scenes were the 

Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office, the 
Department of Justice 
crime laboratory, the local 
forensic pathologist, and 
the District Attorney’s own 
Bureau of Investigations.

The prosecutor who 
prepared this case for trial 
and would have presented 
the People’s evidence to 
the jury is District Attorney 
David Eyster.

Mendocino County 
Superior Court Judge 
Keith Faulder accepted 
the admissions of criminal 
responsibility on August 
6. The defendant will be 
sentenced to the 10-year 
prison commitment by 
Judge Faulder on August 
28 at 9 am in Department 
A of the Ukiah downtown 
courthouse.
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A letter from ...

T H E  P R I NC I PA L  OF 
B A EC H T E L  G R OV E 
M I DDL E  S C HO OL

Shane 
Topolinski

Dear Baechtel Grove Families:
Welcome back, Cougars!
The first day of school at Baechtel 

Grove Middle School is Wednesday, 
August 19. Classes begin at 8:15 
am, and we are excited to welcome 
our students and families back for 
a new school year. Our focus this 
year is simple: strong teaching, 
meaningful opportunities for 
students, and a school where every 
student feels supported and ready 
to learn. 

A special welcome to our 
incoming sixth-graders, the Class of 
2033! Starting middle school is an 
important step, and we want every 
new student to feel comfortable, 

connected, and proud to be a Cougar. Our staff looks forward to helping students learn 
their way around campus, build new relationships, and get off to a strong start. 

Parent Orientation was held Wednesday, August 12, for parents of incoming sixth-
graders. Students do not need to attend. Families will learn about ParentSquare, Aeries, 
the BRMS website, school policies, sports, transportation, and required forms to help 
make the transition to middle school as smooth as possible. 

Our work at BGMS centers on helping students grow academically, socially, and 
emotionally, while preparing them for success in high school. This means providing high-
quality instruction, clear expectations, strong relationships, and support when students 
need it. 

This summer, our staff has been preparing classrooms for the first day of school and 
planning for a strong start to the year. We have also been working to strengthen classroom 
instruction, student support, and consistent expectations across campus. 

Throughout the year, we will share school news, important reminders, and student 
celebrations on our new website at https://baechtel.willitsunified.com/, our Facebook 
page, the marquee in front of the school, and through parent emails. Please check these 
regularly to stay connected with what is happening at BGMS. We enjoy recognizing the 
accomplishments of our students! 

Middle school is a time when students begin taking on more independence, but family 
involvement remains important. Parents and guardians can stay involved by attending 
school events, volunteering when opportunities are available, and participating in our 
Parent Teacher Organization. When families and the school remain connected, our 
students benefit. 

Our staff is committed to providing a high-quality education and supporting students 
each day. If you have questions, please contact the school at 707-459-2417. We are 
happy to help. 

We are ready for a great year and look forward to seeing our students on August 19. 
GO COUGARS! 

Remember: We are Cougars, hear us roar! 

Showtimes:  August 14 to August 20          Closed Monday/Tuesday

THE ODDYSEY SPIDERMAN:
BRAND NEW DAY PAW PATROL

(R)  2hr 52min
Fri:
6:15

Sat/Sun:
2:30, 6:15

Wed/Thurs:
6:156:15

(PG-13) 2h 24 min
Fri: 
6:45

Sat/Sun:
3:00, 6:45

Weds/Thur:
6:456:45

(PG) 1H 28min
Fri:

5:00, 7:15
Sat/Sun:

2:15, 5:00, 7:15
Weds/Thur:
5:00, 7:155:00, 7:15

DELUXE THEATRE

A letter from ...

T H E  P R I NC I PA L 
OF  W I L L I T S  H IG H 

S C HO OL

Kenneth 
Mansfield 

Willits High School: Building a 
culture worthy of our students 

and community
As we welcome our students, 

staff, and families back for the 2026-
2027 school year, there is a tangible 
sense of energy and purpose 
across our campus at Willits High 
School. Summer is always a time for 
reflection, but this year it has been 
a launchpad. We are embarking on 
a comprehensive 5-Year Strategic 
Vision designed to elevate every 
aspect of Willits High School – from 
our academic programs and school 
culture to the physical spaces where 

our students learn and grow every day. 
Our driving principle for this work 

is simple: “The space and the culture 
should be worthy of the students and 
the job we do here.” Our young people 
deserve a high school experience that 
not only prepares them for the world 
beyond our doors, but also surrounds 
them with care, community pride, and 
high expectations. 

To achieve this, we are sharpening 
our academic focus on state-aligned 
rigor. We are committed to making 
sure our coursework directly aligns with 
state standards, giving our students 
the tools and confidence they need to 
excel. Through collaborative groups, 

our educators are working side-by-side to analyze learning data, share best instructional 
practices, and build targeted academic supports right into the school day. Whether a 
student needs extra help catching up or a push into higher-level learning, WHS is 
structuring its day to meet them where they are. 

Equally important is our commitment to campus culture and social-emotional growth. 
We know that academic achievement happens when students feel safe, connected, and 
valued. Over the next five years, we have set a goal that 100% of our students will identify 
at least one staff member on campus they trust and can turn to in a time of need. Through 
expanded positive behavior recognition programs and modernized communication tools 
like the Minga platform, we are making it easier than ever to celebrate student effort, keep 
families informed in real-time, and foster a welcoming atmosphere where positive choices 
are rewarded. 

Finally, our community will begin to see physical transformations across our campus. 
We are investing in our spaces to reflect the excellence of our school. This year, families 
and community members visiting WHS will see a modernized front office, upgraded 
classroom technology, a new outdoor quad sound system for rallies and music, and the 
first phase of a multi-year overhaul of our school auditorium. We want WHS to serve as a 
hub of civic pride for the entire Willits community. 

Education is a team effort, and the success of Willits High School relies on the strong 
partnership between our staff, parents, local businesses, and community members. On 
behalf of our entire administrative team and faculty, thank you for your continued support 
of our schools. We are ready for an incredible school year ahead!

The Principal of Baechtel Grove Middle School  
Shane Topolinski

Above: 
The 
Principal 
of Willits 
High 
School 
Kenneth 
Mansfield
At left: 
The 
Assistant 
Principal 
of Willits 
High 
School 
Brandon 
Ludwig

A letter from ...

T H E  P R I NC I PA L 
OF  S H E R WO OD 
E L E M E N TA R Y 

S C HO OL

Annapurna 
Steffen

Welcome to the 2026-27 school year! 
Since 1870, Sherwood School has 

proudly served our community as a 
small, rural public school where every 
child is known, valued, and supported. 
Our multi-grade classrooms, exceptional 
student-to-educator ratio, and close-knit 
school community create a learning 
environment where students thrive 
academically, socially, and emotionally. 

This year, we are excited to deepen 
our focus on STEAM education. At 
Sherwood School, our STEAM program 
encourages students to think critically, 

solve problems creatively, and collaborate with others. Through hands-on learning 
experiences in Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts, and Mathematics, students 
develop the knowledge, skills, and confidence they will carry with them throughout their 
lives. 

Strong relationships between students, staff, and families are at the heart of everything 
we do. Together, we create a welcoming, supportive school community where every child 
feels valued and has the opportunity to succeed. 

If you would like to learn more about Sherwood School or schedule a visit, please call 
our office at (707) 984-6769. We would love to welcome you to our campus. 

Here’s to a joyful, meaningful, and inspiring school year ahead! 

A letter from ...

T H E  P R I NC I PA L 
OF  B R O OK S I DE 
E L E M E N TA R Y 

S C HO OL

Diane Johnson
Dear Willits Community:
The staff at Brookside Elementary 

is excited to welcome students and 
families back for the 2026-2027 
school year! We are preparing to 
greet approximately 370 students in 
Preschool, Transitional Kindergarten, 
Kindergarten, First Grade, and Second 
Grade, and we can’t wait to see their 
smiling faces when school begins on 
Wednesday, August 19. 

As I begin my second year serving as 
principal of Brookside Elementary – and 
my sixth year as part of the Brookside 
family – I continue to feel incredibly 
grateful to be part of such a special 

school community. Over the past year, we have strengthened relationships, celebrated 
student success, and laid the foundation for an exciting future. This year, we look forward 
to building on that momentum together. 

At Brookside, we believe the early years of learning matter most. Our mission is to 
nurture joyful, curious learners by providing a safe, caring, and engaging environment 
where every child develops the confidence, skills, and character needed to thrive. We are 
committed to helping every student build strong foundations in literacy, mathematics, and 
social-emotional learning, while fostering a lifelong love of learning. 

This year, our work is guided by three schoolwide SMART goals focused on increasing 
student achievement in early literacy, strengthening mathematical understanding, and 
improving student attendance so every child has the opportunity to learn and succeed. 
Alongside these goals, we will continue to emphasize the Brookside Promise – Be Safe, 
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Kind. These shared expectations are woven into 
every part of the school day, as we intentionally teach, model, and celebrate positive 
behaviors that help every child feel connected, confident, and successful. We are also 
expanding opportunities for collaboration, early intervention, and meaningful family 
partnerships because we know students achieve their best when school and home work 
together. 

Brookside has always been a school with tremendous heart. It is a place where children 
are known, families are welcomed, and staff members are deeply committed to helping 
every student succeed. I am honored to serve alongside this exceptional team and grateful 
for the continued support of our families and the greater Willits community. 

Thank you for investing in our youngest learners and for supporting Brookside 
Elementary. Together, we are creating a school where every child feels they belong, every 
family feels valued, and every student has the opportunity to grow academically, socially, 
and emotionally. 

Here’s to another wonderful year at Brookside! 

A letter from ...

T H E  P R I NC I PA L  OF  S A N H E DR I N  H IG H  S C HO OL , 
N E W  HOR I Z ON S  I N DE P E N DE N T  S T U DY ,  9 - 1 2

Yuliya Ritchley
Dear Students and Families of Willits Unified Alternative Schools: 
Welcome back to a new school year! 
We’re excited to begin another transformative year at our two alternative education 

programs: Sanhedrin Alternative High School and New Horizons 9–12 Independent Study. 
Whether you’re returning to familiar hallways or joining us for the first time, we’re glad you 
are here and grateful to have you as part of our learning community. Through small class 
sizes, individualized learning plans, and close relationships with teachers and advisors, 
we make sure every student gets the attention and support they need to succeed. Each 
of our programs is rooted in flexibility, support, and opportunity. Flexibility doesn’t mean 

lower expectations. Our courses are designed to challenge you, 
prepare you for graduation, and open real doors – whether that’s 
college, a career, a trade, or a path you’re still discovering. 

At Sanhedrin High School, we provide a small-school setting 
where students are valued, encouraged, and empowered. For 
many of our students, this program is a fresh start – a chance 
to rewrite the story, rebuild confidence, and rediscover what’s 
possible. This year, we are proud to offer eight dual enrollment 
courses in partnership with Mendocino College – held right on 
our campus. These include Culinary Arts, Career Exploration, and 
other pathways that support college and career readiness. 

Our New Horizons Independent Study School serves students 
in 9th through 12th grade, offering flexible, individualized learning 
plans that combine online instruction with in-person support. 
Whether students need an alternative pace or a nontraditional 
schedule, New Horizons provides the structure and care to help 
them grow. 

To our new families and students – welcome! We’re honored 
to partner with you. Our team of educators, counselors, and staff 
are here to support you every step of the way. We believe that 
all students – no matter their age or background – deserve an 
education that reflects their strengths, respects their journey, and 
prepares them for a thriving future. 

As we begin this new year, I invite you to connect with us, ask 
questions, and get involved. Together, let’s make it a school year 
full of purpose, connection, and success. 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out at yuliyaritchley@willitsunified.
com or call (707) 459-4801 to schedule a time to connect. 

Here’s to a year of learning, growth, and possibility! 

A letter from ...

T H E  P R I NC I PA L  OF  N E W 
HOR I Z ON S  I N DE P E N DE N T  S T U DY , 

K - 8 ,  A N D  W I L L I T S  A D U LT 
S C HO OL . 

Arora Chavez
Dear Willits Community: 
As we welcome a new school year, we are excited to open 

our doors once again at New Horizons K-8 Independent Study 
and Willits Adult School. 

Our alternative education programs are built on the belief 
that learning is not one-size-fits-all. Each student brings 
unique strengths, experiences, and goals, and we are proud 
to provide flexible and supportive learning opportunities that 
meet students where they are. 

New Horizons K-8 Independent Study offers individualized 
learning plans that combine independent learning with 
personalized support from caring educators. This program 
provides families with an alternative educational option 
while ensuring students remain connected, supported, and 
encouraged as they grow academically and personally. 

Willits Adult School continues to help adults in our community achieve important educational and personal 
goals. We offer high school diploma completion and a Citizenship Preparation course. Whether a student is 
returning to complete their education, preparing for a new opportunity, or working toward becoming a United 
States citizen, our team is honored to support each learner along the way. 

To our returning students and families, welcome back. To those joining us for the first 
time, we are so glad you are here. It is a privilege to serve our community and to help 
learners of all ages build confidence, reach their goals, and create new possibilities for 
their futures. 

We are grateful for the continued support of our families and the greater Willits 
community. Together, we can make this school year one filled with connection, growth, 
and achievement. 

If you would like to learn more about New Horizons K-8 Independent Study or Willits 
Adult School, please contact me at arorachavez@willitsunified.com or (707) 459-5413. 

Here’s to a wonderful year of learning and new beginnings! 

The Principal of New Horizons Independent Study, 
K-8, and Willits Adult School. Arora Chavez

The Principal of Sherwood Elementary School 
Annapurna Steffen

The Principal of Brookside Elementary School  
Diane Johnson

Mphotographress
photography by maureen (moore) Jennison

Questions: Call: 707-972-7047 or Email: maureengetsmail@gmail.com

2026/2027 Schedule:
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Playful Zella
Meet Zella, a beautiful 5-year-old Shepherd mix 

weighing 55 pounds. Zella is a playful, affectionate 
girl with a fun-loving personality who also enjoys 
cuddling. She absolutely loves her toys and is 
always ready for a game of fetch or some playtime 
in the yard. Zella would thrive with an active family 
that enjoys daily walks, outdoor adventures, and 
spending quality time together.  

The Mendocino County Animal Shelter, located 
at 298 Plant Road in Ukiah, is open to the public 
from 9:30 am to 5 pm Tuesday through Friday, 
and 10 am to 3 pm on Saturdays (closed for lunch 
each day from 1 to 1:30 pm). Make sure to pre-
fill out the adoption application available at www.
mendoanimalshelter.com. Call 707-463-4427 for 
more information.

Sweet Summer
Summer is a sweet 3-year-old girl, mixed breed 

and 62 pounds, who was surrendered through no 
fault of her own. She’s used to the comforts of 
home life and a comfy couch, and we’d love to see 
her back in a foster or forever home where she can 
relax and be part of a family. Could Summer be the 
girl you’ve been looking for? 

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino 
is located at 9700 Uva Drive in Redwood Valley. 
Feel free to visit us, no appointments needed on 
Wednesday and Friday, 1 to 5 pm and Saturday and 
Sunday, 11 am to 3 pm. Thursdays by appointment 
only: Please call 707-485-0123 or email info@
hsimc.org for an appointment. Closed Monday and 
Tuesday. Fill out a foster or adoption application 
on our website: www.mendohumanesociety.com. 
Check out all of our available dogs and cats on 
our website, on our Facebook page, and on www.
petfinder.com. 
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WHY USE COLD CREEK COMPOST?

CLOSE
THE

LOOP
SAVE

MONEY
REDUCE

ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT

GROW
MORE

coldcreekcompost.com
(707) 485-5966
       @ColdCreekCompost

24900 N. HWY 101 
IN WILLITS 

Lic# 679517

707-459-5859

COUGAR’S CLOSET II
MINI-STORAGE

GOT A PLACE FOR YOUR THINGS!

Lincoln Realty 
1661-A South Main St. • Willits, CA 95490

317 Robert Drive
Willits, CA 95490

12TH Month FREE!
WHEN 1 YEAR PAID IN ADVANCE

707-259-0159 or 707-459-4599

Above, from left:  
Malakai Schindel 
takes tickets, 
and carries on 
the tradition 
of his father 
Greg Schindel, 
singing on the 
Skunk Train. April 
Sharkey smiles 
with tickets in the 
depot’s booth. 
Cheryl Barnes 
poured drinks 
in the open-air 
bar. Adding 
some funds 
and showing 
appreciation 
for the talents 
of the on-board 
musician. 
Sage Basler 
enjoyed seeing 
the beautiful 
redwoods 
during the ride 
to Crowley. At 
left, from top: 
Hailing from 
Columbia, train 
riders Geraldine, 
left, and Leo 
smile with their 
on-board drinks. 
Self-nicknamed 
“Thelma and 
Louise” are from 
Phoenix, Arizona 
and enjoyed their 
first time on the 
Skunk Train last 
Saturday. Riders 
were welcome to 
explore Crowley’s 
old logging camp 
cabins, and enjoy 
a cold Skunk 
Train Amber Ale 
in the shade. 
“Over the summit 
and through the 
redwoods, to the 
Crowley Camp we 
go.” The Skunk 
Train is getting 
started early on 
plans for their 
upcoming fall 
Pumpkin Express, 
or maybe these 
are just pumpkin 
relics of a past 
train ride, happily 
growing at 
Crowley.

Above, left: It was a dog 
birthday celebration for 
the Forestville family 
of Scott, holding Patsy, 
left, and Martin holding 
birthday-dog Etienne, 
who was celebrating 
a second birthday and 
a second time on the 
train during Saturday’s 
Highball Express. Above, 
right: The little path at 
Crowley leads into the 
shaded redwoods. Below, 
left: Conductor Scott 
Simmons, singer Malakai 
Schindel, and bartender 
Cheryl Barnes smile at 
the outdoor bar cart just 
as the Skunk Train starts 
to pass under the Willits 
Arch. Below, right: All 
the good smells on and 
off-board the train were 
a delight for the dogs to 
enjoy during the ride.

Photos by Maureen 
Jennison

Cheers on the Train
Skunk Train’s Highball Express offers an open bar, 

scenic redwoods, and stops at historic Crowley 
logging camp the last three Saturdays in August

Maybe you’ve been on the Pumpkin 
Express, or have seen Mr. Skunk’s Giant 
Christmas Tree with the kids, but continuing 
for the last three Saturdays in August, the 
Skunk Train is giving adults a chance to 
enjoy a ride on a train aimed a little more 
for them.

The last of the Highball Express trains, 
running out of the Willits depot at 5 pm, 
feature locally produced beer and wine, 
along with an open bar serving mixed drinks 
for adults to enjoy as they steam down the 
tracks towards Crowley.

The ride is about 45 minutes out and back, 

and goes through one of the route’s tunnels.
There’s time to hop out and explore the 

little trails at the camp, where you can also 
play cornhole, giant Connect 4, or sit in the 
red Adirondack chairs under strings of lights 
to enjoy listening to music, provided on the 
train’s August 8 ride, by Malakai Schindel.

Tickets are available online at www.
SkunkTrain.com. The Willits Depot is located 
at 299 East Commercial Street. There is 
currently a “Buy One, Get One” special 
running for these August trains to give even 
more opportunity for folks to hop aboard.

– Maureen Jennison 

COLUMN | AT THE MOVIES

‘The Invite’
This is a great cast: Angela (Olivia Wilde) 
and her husband, Joe (Seth Rogan) and 
Pina (Penélope Cruz) and her husband, 

Hawk (Edward 
Norton).
The Story: 
Angela has invited 
her upstairs 
neighbors (Pina 
and Hawk) to a 

dinner party. Angela has never met them, 
but has heard them making loud love. Joe, 
a music conservatory teacher, has just 
come home from work and is completely 
surprised that there is going to be a party. 
He’s not happy. And his back hurts. Also, 
their marriage seems somewhat rocky. 
Maybe even unhappy with unspecified 
resentments. (Which we the audience will 
learn about, because that’s the center of the 
story.) This does not seem like a good night 
for a get-together with strangers.
Dramatic revelations ensue. Some of them 
quite entertaining, and some quite sad.
My Thoughts: This flick is a sad comedy. 
Life’s a game. Some like the game. Some 
don’t. Life goes on regardless, so we have 
Movie. These four people talk a lot about 
Life and challenge each other emotionally, 
and mostly lovingly, but still there are some 
real confrontations. Truths are shared. 
Personal stories revealed. Also, there’s the 
sexy stuff. And solid performances.
Parents: Adults only. Sex talk and Unhappy 
Marriage talkWillitsian Daniel Essman 
prefers his reality attenuated by the wisdom 
of the imagination.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality 
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

Dan Essman
Columnist

That’s why I’ve been able to be successful.”
Garrett’s rabbits, he said, “are good due to their lines. 

They’re really filled-in their loin area, which is the part of 
the meat that the buyer gets. That’s what they really want. 
They want it to be full and to be around 5.5 pounds, which 
is the maximum weight. They’re only 10 weeks of age, so 
they’re really just like babies right now. They can get all the 
way up to 12 pounds.”

Samantha Espinoza of Anderson Valley had the Grand 
Champion Market Swine. “Bubba is 277 pounds, just under 
the maximum weight. His weight is distributed evenly for 
such a small animal. He walks with power and passion. 
He has a nice big neck area, a really thick rear end. He’s 
a powerhouse. I’m gonna miss him a lot. He’s my best 
friend, but not after tonight,” said Espinoza with pride and 
a wisp of sadness.

Bayleigh Maughs of Willits had a market sheep named 
“Ace.” “He’s getting well-rested before the auction. People 
bid pretty high. It’s about supporting the kids. I’m really 
grateful that people do these things for us,” explained 
Maughs.

Lauren Hosford, mother of Daniel and Wade, who 
raised a goat and a sheep respectively, talked about the 
emotions of raising and selling animals: “It’s a happy, sad 
day. It’s bittersweet. It’s emotional.” Her boys are sad that 
they have to say goodbye. They don’t do it for the money, 
she said, they just love the animals. “We’re lucky that we 
have a breeding goat. She comes home with us. We have 
another sheep at home, which will make the grieving part 
easier. They know where their meat comes from. It’s an 
important thing to learn, especially if you’re going to eat it.”

extended to August 12. No other candidates had filed as 
of August 7. 

Willits Unified School District board also has three seats 
up for election in November. Two of the three incumbents 
as well as two challengers have filed to run, so the filing 
deadline was not extended. Incumbents Jeanne King and 
Paula Nunez filed to run again; incumbent Jennifer Sookne 
did not. The two challengers are Nicole Karkar, business 
owner, and Mason Rescina, instructional aide.

The Little Lake Fire Department board has two seats 
open, and both incumbents, Skip Lucier and Tom Herman 
have filed to run again, with no other candidates filing. 

The Covelo Community Services District has three 
seats up for election, one currently vacant (was Paul 
Filler); the other two incumbents, John Marshall and 
Crispin Littlehales, did not file for reelection, so the filing 
deadline for Covelo CSD was also extended to August 12. 
No candidates had filed to run as of August 7.

The Round Valley County Water district board has 
two seats open; neither incumbent Robert Wyre or John 
Marshall filed to run aga, so the filing deadline was 
expected to August 12. No other candidates had filed as 
of August 7. 

The rest of
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Marine Fisheries Service both have identified Dutch 
Charlie Creek as top priority coho habitat.

This watershed is steep and unstable terrain, with large 
wetlands along the middle reach of the creek where coho 
spawn and rear. The current timber harvest plans include 
numerous exceptions to the standard Forest Practice 
Rules, to allow heavy equipment to tractor log on steep 
unstable slopes and in these wetlands, heavy use of 
legacy haul roads immediately adjacent to the creek, 
construction of new roads near the creek, and also felling 
unmarked trees in the buffer zones along the creek.  This 
will lead to landslides and erosion and deliver chronic fine 
sediment into Dutch Charlie Creek, which will smother 
coho redds, fill pools and eliminate habitat for the aquatic 
insects that juvenile coho rely on for food.  Soil compaction 
and erosion from logging will increase destructive flooding 
during storms, and make pools shallower and warmer in 
the summer, eliminating coho rearing habitat.  Sources for 
all of the above are at savethecoho.org.

These exceptions to the Forest Practice Rules directly 
contradict strict recommendations made by CDFW in 2021 
for protection of this priority coho habitat, when a similar 
timber harvest plan was proposed in the same location, 
and later withdrawn.  CAL FIRE approved Redwood 
Timber Company’s “Hot Tuna” and “Lincoln Logs” Plans 
in July 2026.

Represented by the Law Offices of Thomas N. Lippe, 
Friends of Dutch Charlie Creek are suing in part on the 
grounds that the plans do not assess the sediment impacts 
they will cause, with Redwood Timber Company’s counsel 
claiming, “There is no evidence in the record that the 
logging operations will cause additional sediment delivery 
to the relevant stream system.”

Friends of Dutch Charlie Creek and experts including Dr. 
William Dietrich and Patrick Higgins submitted extensive 
comments in the record detailing these likely sediment 
impacts.  The plans themselves say that “roads can 
contribute 50 to 80% of the sediment that enters streams 
and the amount of sediment delivered from forests with 
roads can be more than 300 times greater than from 
undisturbed forest land.”  The plans include 3 miles of new 
road construction including on steep slopes and near the 
creek, in addition to the extremely dense existing road 
network in the harvest area, but do not mention or assess 
the potential sediment impacts from construction or use 
of these roads.  The California Environmental Quality Act 
requires timber harvest plans to assess their potential 
impacts.

The hearing on the motion for preliminary injunction is 
at the Ukiah Courthouse, 100 North State Street in Ukiah, 
Courtroom H, on Thursday, August 27 at 2 pm. To learn 
more and help protect this habitat, see savethecoho.org.
Friends of Dutch Charlie Creek is an all-volunteer 
grassroots organization dedicated to protecting the Dutch 
Charlie Creek watershed.

Along with the US Forest Service, the US Wildland Fire Service, CAL 
FIRE, and CAL OES, California agencies have committed significant 
resources outside the state for the last seven weeks. Currently [as 
of August 6], most resources are supporting wildfires in the Great 
Basin and Pacific Northwest Geographic Areas, where more than 
59 uncontained fires continue to threaten multiple communities. In 
addition, some resources continue to assist with post-fire recovery 
and other emergency response efforts, including flooding and other 
all-hazard incidents. 

The following resources are committed to the national response: 
9 incident management teams (9 federal and 1 state); from the 
US Forest Service, 45 crews, 11 aircraft, 188 equipment (engines, 
dozers, Rapid Response Extrication Modules, etc.), 584 fire 
leadership (overhead); and from US Wildland Fire Service, 4 crews, 
2 aircraft, 11 equipment, and 243 fire leadership (overhead). CAL 
FIRE has committed 21 equipment and 41 fire leadership positions 
in response to Oregon and Washington fires, and CAL OES has 
committed 12 crews, 54 equipment, 1 task force (mixed equipment  
crews), and 5 fire leadership positions in response to the Oregon 
and Washington fires. Other states may also be receiving aid from 
CAL FIRE and CAL OES. 

Fast emergency response to neighboring states takes careful 
coordination. As resources are mobilized to support incidents 
outside California, they are backfilled through the national response 
system to help ensure agencies within the state remain ready to 
respond. 

“In conditions like these, every firefighter, every aircraft, every 
contractor, and every partner make a difference,” said Jake Sjolund, 
deputy director of Fire Protection, CAL FIRE. “We take pride in 
maintaining the readiness and partnerships enabling us to respond 
in California while providing wildfire suppression resources to the 
national wildland fire mission. We continue to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with our federal, tribal, state, and local partners across the 
nation during their times of need.” 

The California Wildland Fire Coordinating Group was established 
to provide an interagency approach to wildland fire management and 
all-risk support on all land ownerships within the State of California. 
The purpose of CWCG is to further interagency cooperation, 
communications, coordination, and to provide interagency fire 
management direction and all-risk support for the Northern and 
Southern California Geographical Areas.

campuses or centers and attend an event. Throughout the year, 
community members can cheer on our student-athletes, enjoy 
performances and art exhibitions, attend lectures and cultural 
celebrations, and participate in activities that bring people together. 
Our campuses are community spaces, and we invite you to be part 
of them. To find an upcoming event, visit the college calendar at 
www.mendocino.edu/calendar.

Many community members have also asked about the outcome of 
the Measure A election, and how it will impact the college. While the 
measure received majority support, it did not reach the 55 percent 
supermajority required for passage. We are grateful to everyone 
who took the time to learn about the measure, participate in the 
conversation, and vote.

There will be challenges ahead as we determine how best to 
prioritize limited resources for aging facilities and infrastructure 
across our district. Those decisions will require careful planning, 
transparency, and continued community engagement. Even so, 
Mendocino College remains committed to serving our communities, 
supporting student success, and creating opportunities for future 
generations. We will continue moving forward with the same 
determination, creativity, and community-minded spirit that has 
sustained the college for more than five decades.

Whether you are a current student, an alumnus, a future student, 
or someone who has never visited campus before, I encourage you 
to find an event, attend a performance, visit an exhibition, cheer on 
the Eagles, or simply stop by. We look forward to welcoming you 
and sharing all that Mendocino College has to offer.

Thank you for being part of the Mendocino College community.

Senior Center menu for the week 
Willits Senior Center is 

serving lunch in its indoor dining 
room, Monday through Friday, 
from 11:45 am to 1 pm. To-go 
lunches are available from 12 
to 12:45 pm, in front of the main 
desk, 1501 Baechtel Road. Due 
to increasing food costs, dine-in 
and to-go meals are now $9.
Thursday, August 13: 
Monterey Roast Beef Sandwich
Friday, August 14: Coconut 
Shrimp
Monday, August 17: Chicken 
Parm
Tuesday, August 18: Southern 
Fried Rock Fish
Wednesday, August 19: 
Carnitas Tacos
Thursday, August 20: Gyro w/
Sides
Friday, August 21: Eggs 
Benedict
Activities: Bingo on Friday 
nights, 5 to 7 pm. Exercise class 
weekday mornings from 9 to 10 
am. 

Meals on Wheels: The Senior 
Center Meals on Wheels 
program delivers lunch Monday 
through Friday, excepting 
holidays. To sign up call Joliana 
at 459-6826, who can help 
fill out the application form. 
Call 459-6826 the day before 
needed to schedule home meal 
delivery. Delivered throughout 
Willits. 
Transportation for seniors: 
Call 459-5556 to schedule. 
Pick up and drop off for grocery 
shopping, banking, doctors’ 
appointments. Senior Center 
Thrift Shop: 459-2176

The Senior Center is in need 
of volunteers to help with the 
many activities here at the 
center, including volunteer 
Meals on Wheels drivers. 
“Volunteers are one-third of 
our workforce, which allows us 
to offer many services to our 
members and community.” To 
learn more about volunteering: 
459-6826.

Avenues to Wellness offers 
Bereavement Support Group

Submitted by ATW
Avenues to Wellness’ facilitated eight-week Bereavement Support 

Group provides an opportunity to learn the signs of grief, as well as 
to recognize the individual nature of its expression and duration. 
With a fuller understanding of the grief process and effective ways 
to cope, we can find meaning and move forward. The upcoming 
group begins Wednesday September 2, from 3:30 to 5:30 pm. Free 
of charge. Call Suzanne to register at: 707-456-9676.
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Willits Weekly 
can run 

legal notices 
including 
fictitious 

business name 
statements, 
foreclosure 

notices, 
storage unit 

auctions, and 
more. Contact 

us for more 
information at 
willitsweekly@

gmail.com

For Rent
Available July 1st. Office space in healing arts complex. 

Shared waiting room with 

access to larger community 
space. Off street parking, 
centrally located. All utilities 
included. $300/mo.  707-354-
2473

CLASSIFIEDS

RV/Trailer Space 
for Rent

Space for RV’s and Trailers 
– starts at $500 per month, 
includes water & garbage. 
Close to Safeway in Willits. 
Call Tony (707) 972-
4696. See at http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp

For Sale
For Sale: EU2000 Honda 
Generator; 49ers Leather 
Coat XL; Many assorted 
collectables; Lots of Fly 
Fishing Equipment; New 
Exercise Bike. Jon (458) 
232-8098

Homemades & 
Alterations by 

Teresa
Alterations & seamstress 
work available locally. 
Reasonable prices and 
prompt service. Contact: 
(707) 472-8787.

Indoor Yard Sale
Giant Indoor Yard Sale 
– Deep Valley Christian 
School, 8555 Uva 
Drive, Redwood Valley, 
(across from the Broiler). 
Saturday, August 22 – 8 
am to 4 pm.

Hungry?
Willits Food Bank, 344 
Railroad Avenue, Willits, 
CA 95490. Open Wednes-
days & Fridays, 11 am to 
4:30 pm. (707) 459-3333

Veteran Handyman
Hire a Veteran for your 
handyman needs.  Elec-
trical   Changing light 
bulbs   Leaky toilets & 
sinks   Clogged drains  
 Odd jobs. Reasonable 
rates. Senior Discount. 
Call Tom (707) 841-8106

Room for Rent
For rent master bedroom 
and bath. Private entrance, 
no shared space, includes 
refrigerator, utilities, 
internet, AC. 1 person 
50 or older. $800 month; 
rental referral required. 
805 259-9155.

Include a Classified 
ad here next week! 

They’re just $15 
for 30 words 

for two weeks.

LEGAL NOTICES
WW623 

Fictitious Business 
Name Statement 

2026-F0271
The following person or 
persons are doing business as 
Al's Redwood Room, 207 
South Main Street, Willits, CA 
95490; 707-367-7594. 
Registered owners:  Sarah 
Mayfield and Corey Unangst, 
24292 Cypress Drive, Willits, 
CA 95490.
This business is conducted by 
a married couple. 
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name 
listed above on N/A. 
FBN statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk 
Recorder on July 24, 2026.
/s/ Sarah Mayfield
Publication Dates:  August 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2026

Counselor, and many other dedicated employees whose 
work will positively impact our students every day. 

Preparing our campuses for the first day of school is truly 
a team effort. I want to express my sincere appreciation to 
our maintenance, grounds, custodial, transportation, and 
technology for their hard work throughout the summer. 
Their dedication behind the scenes ensures our schools 
are clean, safe, welcoming, and ready for students and 
staff. 

We know that the strongest schools are built through 
meaningful partnerships with families and our community. 
I encourage parents and guardians to stay connected with 
their child’s school, attend school events, communicate 
regularly with teachers, and become active participants in 
their child’s educational journey. Working together, we can 
create the best possible learning environment for every 
student. 

I would also like to thank our dedicated teachers, 
classified staff, administrators, Board of Trustees, families, 
and community partners for their continued commitment to 
the students of Willits Unified School District. Education is 
truly a shared responsibility, and our students benefit when 
we work together with a common purpose and a shared 
belief in their potential. 

On behalf of the Willits Unified School District, welcome 
back to school! We look forward to an outstanding year 
filled with learning, achievement, and success for every 
student. Thank you for your continued trust, partnership, 
and support as we work together to provide every student 
with the opportunities they deserve. 

I am honored to serve as your superintendent and 
excited for what lies ahead. Together, we will continue 
building schools where every student is supported, 
inspired, and prepared for a successful future. Here’s to a 
wonderful 2026-2027 school year! 

Willits United
Methodist Church
Labyrinth and Peace Garden

A place to find comfort
where all are welcome

Pastor Jaime Rogers-Fairchild
Sunday Worship at 10:30 am

286 School St. (at Pine)
707-459-2855

wumc@outlook.com
www.willitsumc.org

Facebook: facebook willits umc

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•A University for Soul
i•Spiritual Living Courses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 530-224-8703
www.eckankar.org

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475

april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Worship Service - 5:00 p.m.
Pastor Kris Strickland

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

707-459-5714
Friendly, open worship

Saturdays
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

399 W. Mendocino Ave.
All are welcome!

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177

Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
In-person and on Zoom

Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Worship Service
10 a.m.

For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

St. John
Lutheran Church

Sunday Service
10:00 a.m.

(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive

Facebook.com/stjohnswillits
ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:

Wednesday-Friday 9:00 a.m.
Saturday-5:30 p.m.

Sunday-9:00 a.m. - English
10:30 a.m. - Spanish

Confessions on Saturday
4:45 - 5:15 p.m.

Or by appointmet at
707-459-2252

https://stanthonywillits.org/
saintanthonywillits@gmail.com
We welcome All Walks of Faith

Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490

Where love is first
and the Bible is central.

Sunday Services:
10:00 a.m. - Worship

Adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Info? 707-459-1905

www.agapebiblechurch.com

The Church of
Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
265 Margie Drive
Willits, CA 95490

ALL ARE WELCOME
Sacrament Meeting

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Church
of Christ

“What must we do to be saved?” 
Acts 2:37

1095 S. Main St., Willits
 (next to Super 8)

(707) 459-5023
Sunday Bible Study-10:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship-11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service-

6-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study-

7-8:00 p.m.

Thursday, 
August 13
Book Club at the 
Library: Come be a 
part of a welcoming 
community centered 
around the love of 
reading every 2nd 
Thursday of the 
month at 3:30 pm, 
Thursday, August 13 
this month, at the Willits Branch Library, 390 
East Commercial Street. This club welcomes 
readers 18 and over to discuss notable 
books. Titles will be 
chosen during the 
meetings.
Willits Farmers 
Market: Join 
your neighbors 
at Summer 
Market outdoors 
at City Park on 
Commercial Street, 
Thursday, August 
13, from 3 to 5:30 
pm, for the freshest 
produce available, 
local meat, farm 
fresh eggs, hot 
and cold food from 
local businesses, 
along with crafts, live music, the new edition of 
Willits Weekly, and more. The market honors 
EBT and WIC cards and matches benefits to 
double your dollars.

Friday, August 14
School Supply Giveaway at the Library: 
While supplies last, all school supplies will be 
given away to students under the age of 18. 
Friday, August 14 from 3 to 5:30 pm, at the 
Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street.
Acoustic Showcase at Shanachie: featuring 
local musicians, each performing acoustic 
sets. These nights have been known to be 
memorable events, featuring any number of 
notable local musical artists. Friday, August 14 

at 8 pm. Shanachie Pub, 50 South 
Main Street.

Saturday, August 15
Round Valley Blackberry 
Festival: Saturday, August 15 and 
Sunday August 16, 2026 mark the 
weekend of the 43rd annual Round 
Valley Blackberry Festival. The 
festival kicks off at 10 am on both 
days, and runs through 6 pm on 
Saturday and 5 pm on Sunday. Free 

admission! Festivities include over 30 artisan 
vendors offering their arts & crafts and food, 
including blackberry delicacies, Mendocino 

wine tasting, and live music 
both days. Children’s activities 
promise fun for the entire 
family. Enjoy an art show in the 
Round Valley Library Commons 
adjacent to the festival grounds, 
and a car and motorcycle show 
on Sunday.  More info: www.
roundvalleyblackberryfestival.
com for more info.
“Spirit of Place” reading at 
WCT: An evening of poetry 
celebrating “Spirit of Place: 
Mendocino County Women 
Poets Anthology” will be held 
at Willits Community Theatre 
on Saturday, August 15 at 7 
pm. Sponsored by the Starlight 

Lounge Poetry Series, the reading will feature 
work from women 
across Mendocino 
County who have 
written poems 
responding to the 
phrase, “spirit of 
place.” Admission 
is by donation. An 
open mic follows 
the featured 
reading. 37 West 
Van Lane in Willits. 
More info: contact 
Kirk Lumpkin at 
kirk@twinberry.net, 
or (707) 621-3215.

Blue Luke at Shanachie: Prodigy guitarist 
“Blue Luke” Andrews takes the soul of the 
blues, the groove of funk, the grit of rock & 
roll, and the harmonies of jazz into the modern 
world. Saturday, August 15, 8 pm at Shanachie 
Pub, 50 South Main Street.

Sunday, August 16
Round Valley Blackberry Festival: Sunday 
August 16, 2026 is the second day of the 43rd 
annual Round Valley Blackberry Festival, from 
10 am to 5 pm. Free admission. See Saturday, 
August 15 listing for more details.
Summer of L.O.V.E. Vegan Potluck: 
Laytonville’s Organic Vegan Experience 
(L.O.V.E.) is hosting our annual Summer of 
L.O.V.E. Vegan Potluck, Sunday, August 16, 
from 4 to 6 pm at the Long Valley Garden 
Club, 375 Harwood Road, Laytonville. Please 
bring a dish that contains no meat, dairy, 
eggs, gelatin, bone broth or honey and label if 
containing the common allergens gluten, nuts, 
or soy.

Monday, August 17
Willits Gem & Mineral Society at the 
Grange: the monthly meeting of the Willits 
Gem & Mineral Society is set for Monday, 
August 17, from 7 to 8:30 pm at the Little Lake 
Grange, 291 School Street. Meeting includes: 
Minerals that begin with the letter “A,” bring 
show ’n’ tell and a snack to share. Crystal 
Raffle and free rocks for all attendees. 

Wednesday, August 19
Lhasa Summers at Brickhouse: 
Singer / songwriter Lhasa Summers 
does a lunchtime show, Wednesday, 
August 19, from noon to 2 pm, at 
Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South Main 
Street.
Willits Stamp Club: Monthly meeting 
at the Willits Library, 390 East 
Commercial Street. Wednesday, August 
19 this month, from 5 to 6 pm. Bring 
your collection, and enjoy an evening 
perusing stamps. Refreshments 
provided. More info: talsofam@pacific.
net.

‘We’re back!’
Willits Grocery Outlet reopened Tuesday morning, and owner David McKinney, at 

right, and his team are thrilled. Earthquake damage has been fixed, shelves have been 
restocked, bargains are available, and the store is welcoming back the customers who’ve 
missed shopping at their favorite discount outlet.  

Photo courtesy 
 Willits Grocery Outlet

FOWL Pop-up Book Sale, through 
August 18

Friends of the Willits Library presents a Pop-Up Book Sale 
at the Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street. The sale 
opened August 8, and continues until Tuesday, August 18. 
A wide assortment of books in excellent condition. Only $1 
each. Willits Library hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 
10 am to 7 pm; Friday, 10 am to 6 pm; Saturday, 10 am to 5 
pm; Closed Sunday and Monday. 

Harvest Exchange Table at the 
Willits Library

Wondering what to do with the surplus zucchini or apples in 
your garden? Bring them to the library!  There will be a table 
set up for a harvest exchange at the Willits Library, beginning 

August 4, and open during Library hours. Open hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10 am to 7 pm; Friday, 10 
am to 6 pm; Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm; Closed Sunday and 
Monday. Please drop off produce no later than 15 minutes 
before closing. 
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We're Back
to Rocking

Great Deals.
Now Open.
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