
Willits Weekly  |  Edition 84  | August 10, 2023

Advertise 
in Willits 
Weekly’s 

monthly real 
estate section! 

Call April at 

707-972-2475 
for ad info, pricing 

and sizes!

WILLITS WEEKLY’S SELECTED PROPERTY FEATURE

24555-24765 
Birch St, Willits

MLS: 323045010

Offered for sale at: $5,900,000

Property listed by:   
Gary Nix DRE#: 00443632  

Agent of:  
RE/MAX Gold - Selzer and Associates 

 

Peter 
Smith

Peter@sasin.com Marcos 
Diaz

m
arcos@

luxeplaces.com
 diazm

arcos.com

Peter Smith

Marcos Diaz

More than 50 years of experience in 
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¡Se habla español!

Tara Moratti, Realtor®
Broker-Owner CalDRE #01420657
100 SOUTH STREET, WILLITS, CA

m: 707-367-0389

Specializing in Mendocino County Real Estate
www.LivInMendo.com  • livinmendo@gmail.com

26761 Hawk Road - Offered at $345,000
• 1,345 Sq. Ft.
• Year built 1993

• 3 Bedrooms
• 1.5 Bathrooms

Situated on a sprawling 13.76 acre property 
encompassing 4 legal parcels, this unique offering boasts 
an abundance of natural beauty. Parcel 1: The Brooktrails 
Lodge includes a versatile space suitable for a revived 
restaurant. Alternatively, by maintaining the current 
catering license, the lodge could provide packaged meals 
for various agencies throughout the County. A 20-unit studio 
apartment building is also included on this parcel, which 
could also be used as motel rooms. Ideal opportunity for Co-
Housing as well. Parcel 2 features 4 residences, consisting 
of 2 homes & a duplex. Parcel 3 features 4 residences, 
consisting of 2 homes & a duplex. Parcel 4 features 13 
residences, consisting of 3 homes, 3 duplexes & a newly 
rebuilt 4-plex. Moreover, this property presents promising 
development potential, with preliminary design approval 
from the County for up to 125 units. Maps & other pertinent 
information can be made available upon request. With 
its picturesque setting, versatile buildings & development 
prospects, this property presents a remarkable opportunity 
for various ventures & endeavors. Parcels may be sold 
separately. Across the street, you’ll find a golf course & the 
#2 rated Frisbee golf course in the state. Willits airport is 
conveniently located just 2 miles away.
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Remodeling?
Showing Your 

Home?
Need Extra Space?

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: 5x5 to 12x40

Call for Availability & Rates

261 Franklin Ave. • Willits • 459-2529
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14501 Powerhouse Road • Potter Valley • $429,000

mendorealestate@gmail.com • MendoHomes.com

Karena
Jolley
License #01482063

707-354-2999

Kelsi
Ryan

License #01932829

707-621-1818

Enjoy your own private oasis just 30 min. to
Ukiah! New interior paint, newly painted back 
deck and new carpet in the primary bedroom and 
living room! This custom 1300 +/- sq ft home
features 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms on
0.32 acres in beautiful Potter Valley! Fully 
fenced, peaceful yard with garden area, mature 
landscaping including apple, pear and crabapple 
trees, grapes, roses and peonies. A back deck

with mountain and vineyard views for sitting with your 
morning beverage. Granite counters, a pantry closet, 
gas stove and custom marble tiles in the dining area. 
Skylights in the living room, bathrooms and bedroom. 
Custom tile shower in the primary bedroom and a

custom stained-glass window in the hall bath. A 3 head ductless heat/cool system and 
a gas fi replace. 3 year old roof! Wood accents throughout, a 2 car attached garage, a 
personal well that has serviced the house and landscaping excellently, and access to PV 
irrigation water. Motivated seller and insurance quotes obtained for under 2k/year!

Chana Eisenstein, DVM 
Celina Borucki-Gibson, DVM “Dr. BG”

East Hill
Veterinary Clinic

1200 East Hill Road   Willits, CA 95490
Tel: 707-459-5236

web: www.easthillvet.com    Fax: 707-459-9048

COLUMN | How’s the Market?

Not-so-simple questions
Many people want quick answers to 

their simple questions, but sometimes 
that is not possible. In real estate, as in 
so many things in life, seemingly simple 
questions can open the door to complex 
issues. Here are a few common questions 
regarding home buying that require a 
nuanced response.

What’s the best amount 
for a down payment?

When it comes to buying 
a house, financial decisions 
must be made based on 
interrelated considerations. 
The “right” down payment 
amount depends on a whole 
host of factors. 

A higher down payment 
will reduce the amount of 
the overall loan and, often, 
the interest rate of said loan. 
Based on this, you may want to allocate 
as much cash as you possibly can to the 
down payment. 

However, if you do so, will you have 
enough money for closing costs, moving 
expenses, and repairs? Will you be able 
to purchase furniture and furnishings? 
Do you need some of that cash for other 
needs? It’s all about trade-offs, both short-
term and long-term. 

Is it better to have a lower monthly 
payment and live with drafty windows 
or should you opt for a higher mortgage 
payment, so you have enough cash to 
replace all the windows when you move 
in? 

Your real estate agent can help you 
understand the impacts of each choice, 
but ultimately, you’re the one writing the 
check. You must weigh the pros and cons 
based on what matters to you.

With seller financing, would I pay a 
higher or lower interest rate?

That’s like asking, “Is it raining or is it 
Tuesday?” As with the example above, 
you cannot consider financial decisions 
in a vacuum. Similarly to a conventional 
loan, the interest rate of seller financing 
depends on all sorts of things: the term 
of the loan, the amount of the loan, the 
creditworthiness of the buyer, and more.  

Let’s say the house next door with an 
identical floor plan sold for $500,000 last 
week. Might it be worth paying $600K 
to get a significantly lower interest rate? 
Maybe. 

On the other hand, if you have less cash 
on hand but would be able to manage a 
higher monthly payment, maybe it would 
be better to offer $470,000 and pay a higher 
interest rate. (In that case, there should be 
a significant prepayment penalty to make 

up for shortfall in purchase price.) These 
and dozens of other variables affect the 
transaction, and they must be negotiated 
in tandem rather than individually. 

Although real estate negotiations 
are often set up to pit one side against 
the other, seller financing can be a win-
win. Maybe the sellers have limited 

alternatives for where to 
invest their money because 
they know that in five years, 
their oldest child is headed to 
college, and they’ll need the 
cash. 

If they carry the financing 
while you fix up the property, 
then that allows you to qualify 
for conventional financing in 
a few years and the sellers to 
have access to their cash for 
college – everyone benefits. 

Should I get a home inspection?
Another favorite question is whether 

to order a home inspection. These 
inspections are not required, but they do 
allow real estate negotiations to be based 
on accurate information from the outset. 

Sometimes, buyers think that because 
they are good at home repairs (or maybe 
even licensed contractors), they can 
simply go around and fix any problems 
they see. However, while contractors are 
good at building houses, they sometimes 
overlook simple but important things like 
the polarity of plugs. Home inspectors are 
unbiased experts in their field.

I don’t think I have ever seen a home 
inspection come back completely clean, 
even for brand new houses no one has 
ever lived in. Home inspections are like 
health insurance: it feels like you’re paying 
too much if you don’t find something 
wrong. But how much is peace of mind 
worth? 

If nothing comes up, great! That is 
information that can be used during the 
purchase negotiation. If a problem is 
identified, it will have been found by an 
objective third party (not the buyer or seller 
who may be seen as biased). This allows 
everyone to manage their expectations 
accordingly.  

If you have questions about real estate 
or property management, contact me at 
rselzer@selzerrealty.com. If you have 
ideas for this column, let me know. (If I use 
your suggestion in a column, I’ll send you 
a $25 gift card to Loose Caboose!) If you’d 
like to read previous articles, visit https://
selzerrealty.com and click on “How’s the 
Market?” 
Richard Selzer is a real estate broker who 
has been in the business for more than 
45 years.

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

SBA loans for purchasing 
your business storefront

Calling all business owners, 
entrepreneurs,

I believe if someone wants a different 
outcome from their city, elected 
government, or community, it starts with 
engaged, committed 
residents who are 
invested in their 
community.  Own 
your business, own 
your building. Owning 
allows you / the 
business to maintain 
control of rents and 
fixed costs, as well 
as tweak and change 
as needed.

Often times, I am 
approached on how to 
acquire a building, so 
I want to make sure you are aware of a 
valuable resource whose sole purpose is 
to support American small businesses.  
The Small Business Administration 
(www.sba.gov) connects entrepreneurs 
with partner lenders and funding to help 
them plan, start and grow their business.   

The SBA loans are guaranteed by 
the U.S. government but administered 
via local lenders.  There are three main 
types:  

1. Microloan – $50K or less to help 
businesses start up and expand.

2. 7(a) – up to $5 million in short and 
long term loans for working capital; to 
refinance business debt; to purchase 
real estate, land, equipment, inventory; 
for construction; to acquire a business; 
or to restructure debt.

3. 504 – up to $5 million can be 
used for a range of assets to drive 
growth: purchase building, land, long-
term machinery, for construction and 
improvements.

What do you need to qualify?
• Operate a business for profit and 

use the funds for a sound business 
purpose

• Not be delinquent on any existing 
debt obligations to the U.S. government

• Be creditworthy and reasonably 

assure repayment of the loan
• Have your company books and tax 

planning in good order
• Operate as a for-profit company in 

the United States
• Have a tangible net 

worth of less than $15 
million

• Have an average 
net income of less than 
$5 million after federal 
income taxes for the two 
years preceding your 
application

• Be sure to have a 
business license with the 
city

• Other eligibility 
standards include falling 

within SBA size guidelines, having 
qualified management expertise, a 
feasible business plan, good character, 
and the ability to repay the loan

NOTE: It is imperative to have the 
bookkeeping up to date. Here is where 
your accounting team can deliver value 
to help with the qualification process 
and successful purchase.

If you are ready to start your new 
venture or take advantage of an 
opportunity, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Together we can all make the change 
needed to help make our community 
stronger through ownership.

My best,
Nick

Nicholas Casagrande, EA, is an 
accountant and a financial advisor. 
His firm, NC Financial Group, is a 
wealth-management firm serving 
individual clients as well as small-
to-medium-sized businesses. Client 
work includes personal and corporate 
taxes, investment planning, insurance, 
and real estate. NC Financial Group’s 
Willits office is located at 675 South 
Main Street; contact 855-240-6606 or 
nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com (taxes) 
or Nicholas.Casagrande@Ceterafs.
com (investments) for more information. 

Richard Selzer
Columnist

Nicholas Casagrande
Columnist

The do’s and don’ts of fire pits
‘Many homeowners relish any opportunity to retreat to their back yards, where they can put up their 

feet and relax in the great outdoors. That retreat-like escape is made even more relaxing when sitting 
around a fire pit.

Fire pits can be found in millions of suburban backyards across the globe. Fire pits have become so 
popular that a 2016 survey of landscape architects conducted by the American Society of Landscape 
Architects revealed they were the most sought after outdoor design element. Fire pits remain wildly 
popular a half decade after that survey. Homeowners who are only now joining the fire pit revolution 
can keep these dos and don’ts in mind as they plan 
their summer s’mores sessions.

DO keep the fire pit a safe distance away from the 
home. Fire pits should be located a safe distance 
from the home at all times, but especially when 
they’re in use. Home design experts recommend 
keeping fire pits a minimum of 10 to 20 feet away 
from a house or other structure, such as a shed 
or a detached garage. The further away the fire is 
from houses and other structures, the less likely 
those structures are to catch on fire.

DON’T place the fire pit beneath trees or next 
to shrubs. Though fire pits should be kept safe 
distances away from a house and other structures, 
it’s important that they’re not placed beneath 
trees or next to shrubs. Shrubs and low hanging 
branches can easily catch embers and be lit 
ablaze, so make sure fire pits are not placed in 
locations that increase that risk.

DO clean out seasonal debris. It can be tempting 
to let seasonal debris resting inside the fire pit burn 

away during the season’s first s’mores session. But burning debris poses a serious safety risk, as 
embers can easily be blown out of the fire pit and catch nearby trees or shrubs or even a home on fire. 
The National Fire Protection Association advises homeowners that embers blowing from a backyard 
fire pose the same threat to homes as if they are from a wildfire.

DON’T let fire pits burn near flammable materials. Store firewood piles a safe distance away from 
the fire pit while it’s in operation. It may be convenient to keep firewood right next to the fire pit while 
the fire is burning, but that increases the risk that embers will land on firewood and start a fire outside 

of the pit.
DO check the weather report prior to 

starting the fire. Windy weather increases 
the risk of embers blowing around and 
potentially landing on the house, other 
structures around the property or trees. 
If the weather report is calling for gusting 
winds, burn a fire on another night. 

DON’T leave a fire pit fire burning. 
Unattended recreational fires are illegal and 
incredibly dangerous. Homeowners should 
never leave fire pit fires burning unattended 
or allow fires to slowly die out overnight. 
Always extinguish the fire before going inside 
and stop adding wood to the fire roughly one 
hour before you plan to go inside. Water or 
sand can be poured on ashes to extinguish 
the fire. Once homeowners are confident a 
fire has been extinguished, ashes can be 
spread around to ensure there are no hot 
spots still burning. If there are, start the 
extinguishing process over again.
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Redwood Mortgage
Hard Money

Loans
Investor

opportunities
 (707) 462-8622  (707) 459-2330 

redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

Independently
Owned & Operated 

CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street.  Willits, CA 95490

Randy and Ruth Weston
707-459-4961 • 707-489-3333

CalBRE: 00990817
ruthweston@pacifi c.net

557 South Main Street • Willits

For information or an appointment to view please call:

property. Approximately 96 acres of the land is level. � ere is an 
old rustic barn/shop with power. Possible subdivision of 37+/- 

acres with RR5 zoning.
$980,000

22+/- Acres Beautiful Level Land
Located 15 minutes west of Laytonville, with good access o�  of

the Branscomb Road. � ere are meadows with lovely
building home sites, redwood trees, power through the

property and borders the Eel River. Multiple use zoning.
$250,000

Zoned commercial but could have
a residence and a business with

approval from the City of Willits. 
Convenient location, pretty spot.

$79,500

Beautiful Level
Lot in Town

3.3+/- Level Acres
Great opportunity for a commercial business or investment property.  

� ere is a 1,700+/- sq. � . o�  ce building with 4 separate o�  ces and 
2,646+/- storage attached. � e metal shop is 4,608+/- sq. � . with drive 
thru bays and roll up doors. Approximately 3 acres are paved. � ere is
a new septic system and city water. Used previously for years as a truck 

shop business. Many more details call for information.
$740,000

203+/- Acres
Park Like

Property in 
Branscomb

Many building sites, with paved 
road access. Power and phone

is on the property. Also
beautiful redwood trees, � r

and oaks throughout the
parcel. � ere is 3/4 of a mile

of the Eel River running
through the middle of this

Gorgeous 3 bed., 3 bath lodge
style home with every comfort you
could want. � e spacious open area
features a living room with a huge
rocked � replace, custom kitchen

129+/- Acres
Outstanding

Ranch Property

and a formal dining room. � ere are fenced pastures, a 40x60 barn
with a hay lo� , equipment storage, two horse stalls, additional walk-in 

horse shelter, detached shop. � ere is much to see here.
$1,775,000

COLUMN | Journal

Tap your troubles away
One of the interesting parts of my job has been all the 

fascinating people I’ve met over the years. Hearing their 
stories, getting to know them, and often becoming friends. 
Willits is a town where people come from all over the place, 
often winding up here seemingly by accident, often coming 

to love the place.
One of the very interesting 

people I’ve become friends 
with over the years is Maria 
Monti. I first met Maria when 
she played the mother of a 
blind son in Leonard Gershe’s 
romantic comedy “Butterflies 
Are Free” at Willits Community 
Theatre, directed by Joe 
Dowling. I wasn’t sure how 
this story could be funny. Jill, 
played by Alexis Silva-Doyle, 

began her romance with Don, 
played by Billy Heatherington. 

Both bouncing off each other as good actors do. Alexis was 
so funny I would laugh for years every time I remembered 
her performance. 

Things really ramped up when the young blind boy’s 
overprotective mother entered like a hurricane. That was 
Maria! She blew me away. What a presence on stage. 
Powerful, bossy, over-the-top. The perfect foil to drive this 
young couple crazy. “I’ve got to get to know this woman,” 
I thought to myself. I love a great comedic actor. We’ve 
since become friends and have done a couple of shows 
together.

Maria grew up in Philadelphia, PA. She began tap 
dancing at the age of 4. “I could pick it up fast. I loved 
it and knew I could do it,” she said. It became a passion 
and she’s still at it today. In fact, she’ll be teaching a tap 
class through Mendocino College right here in Willits 
beginning August 26, Saturdays 10 am to 1 pm at Willits 
Charter School. The class is called “Dance for the Musical 
Theater.” If you’ve ever wanted to tap – and who hasn’t? – 
here’s your chance. Register through Mendocino College.

When Maria graduated from high school, she immediately 
joined the Navy in 1976, for four years. In those days, 
women were not allowed on the ships, so she was a 
land-lubber where she was trained as a communications 
technicians receiver – with a top-secret clearance. That 
paid for her college. 

She moved to Napa, got married, attended Sonoma 
State, got divorced, and earned her credential in English. 
She wanted to teach theater but there was no “theater” 

degree to be had in California. Theater teachers have to 
be credentialed in “English.” Strange, since the theater and 
movie industry is one of our state’s biggest employers – go 
figure. 

I asked her why she wanted to become a teacher. Maria 
answered, “When I was a kid, we played school and I was 
always the teacher. I fell into teaching by accident. But it 
was from playing school as a child.” 

In Napa Maria began to teach tap and jazz dance at Pam 
Rogers Academy of Danse (with an “s”), beginning with 
children and gradually including adults. Upon getting her 
teaching degree, it was time to find a more reliable job. She 
saw an ad for an English / drama teacher at Ukiah High in 
1996. That got her to Mendocino County. She taught all 
aspects of theater.

Maria says she loved the mix 
of students in her classes – jocks, 
disabled kids, popular, and not-so-
popular kids. “The kids supported 
each other” no matter their status. 
“I loved that aspect of teaching 
theater,” she told me. She still 
gets contacted by former students 
thanking her for helping them learn 
to crawl out of their shells and 
into life, learning self-confidence, 
speaking in front of others, and 
working with others successfully. 
Skills that help people succeed 
in almost any career. That’s the 
power of theater.

Some years ago, I directed 
Tennessee Williams’ masterpiece, 
“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” for Willits 
Shakespeare Company. Maria was 
the perfect Big Mama, a strong 
character, a rock who had to know 
how to stand her ground with her overbearing husband, Big 
Daddy, and yet still be vulnerable. A challenging character 
to play. It was a fascinating project. Williams’ women are 
each exquisitely created works of art.  The actor has to 
really know her stuff.

Maria lives here in Willits / Brooktrails. When asked how 
she ended up here in Willits, she told me, “I couldn’t afford 
Ukiah then, found Willits much more affordable.” Like many 
people who have ended up here in Willits, Maria brought 
her unique set of skills that contribute to the richness of our 
community. 

Currently she is directing Neil Simon’s beloved play 
“The Odd Couple” (the 
hysterically funny women’s 
version) scheduled to open 

September 15 at Willits Community Theatre, located 
at 37 West Van Lane, behind the Van Hotel.  Look for it 
and don’t miss it. Tickets will be on sale soon at www.
wctperformingartscenter.org,  or call 459-0895. 

When asked why she chose this play, she told me, 
“It’s just a funny show. If you want a good laugh, this is 
the show.” I could certainly use some laughter, so I’ll be 
there for sure. “I love Neil Simon. I love his humor, the 
sarcasm,” she added. “His humor is more sophisticated. 
He takes opposite personalities and puts them together – 
a slob and a neat-freak. Their friendship grows from their 
differences. It’s about dealing with friendship, the good and 
the challenging. These people might drive you crazy, but 
they would give you the shirts off their backs.”

I asked her what she likes 
about making live theater. 
“Working with actors, crew, and 
designers – it’s collaborative,” 
she answered. She loves the 
ideas, coming together, all 
working toward a final creation. 
“I just love the process.”

“People grow with each 
experience. Being directed 
(by a good director) is like an 
acting class,” said Maria. “Cast 
and crew grow and learn a 
lot about the craft. They feel 
more confident and proud 
about what they’re producing 
… You’re learning life skills 
with anything you do in theater, 
how to speak and use words. 
You come out into the world 
and communicate, be on time. 
You learn how to read people 
– their behavior, how to talk in 
front of people.

“I’m finding that being retired, I can be ‘doing it.’ Theater 
and drama are my hobbies and life. I want to direct more. I 
loved working with teenagers. They kept me young. Now I 
want to work with adults, too. There’s no pressure of ‘a job’ 
now,” she shared.

Maria Monti is one of those people who has made my life 
more interesting, happier, and yes – richer. 
Bill Barksdale was inducted into the 2016 Realtor® Hall of 
Fame, and served as Chair of the County of Mendocino 
Assessment Appeals Board settling property tax disputes 
between the County Assessor & citizens and businesses. 
DRE# 01106662, Coldwell Banker Mendo Realty Inc. Read 
more of Bill’s columns on his blog at www.bbarksdale.com. 
707-489-2232

Bill Barksdale
Columnist

Above: Maria Monti is a talented local actress, tap 
dancer, and teacher. 


