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Brooktrails
board hears
updates on

‘chipper
days,’
abatement

letters
I Barbara O'Reardon

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

The latest meeting of
the Brooktrails Township
Community Services
District Board of Directors
was not lengthy, but was
nevertheless informational.
All of the directors, the
township counsel, Chris
Neary, and  general
manager Tamara Alaniz
were present.

Alaniz announced that
there were going to be
“chipper days” sponsored
by the Mendocino County
Firesafe Council that will
provide residents  with
an opportunity to utilize
a chipper for vegetation
abatement on nuisance
parcels on the second
Monday of every month.
Residents are encouraged
to coordinate scheduling
the use of the chipper with
one another in order to
get a “bigger bang for their
chipper buck.” The number
to call to schedule using the
chipper is: 462-3662.

Read the rest of .
Brooktrails

Over on Page 1 3

Great Redwood
Trail agency
approves

Master Plan

Submitted by Great
Redwood Trail Agency

Ukiah - The Great
Redwood Trail Agency
board approved its Great
Redwood  Trail Master
Plan for during its March
19. meeting. After more
than three years of robust
community  engagement
and careful planning, the
roadmapis setfordesigning,
constructing, and managing
the  Mendocino,  Trinity,
and Humboldt County
segments of the world-
class, rail-to-trail project on
the former Northwestern
Pacific Railroad line in
Northern California. This
project achieves multiple
goals at once: ecosystem
restoration and protection,
tourism and  economic
development, and major
state investment in a rural
region.

State  Senator  Mike
McGuire celebrated on
March 19th: “Today marks
a major milestone for the
Great Redwood Trail and
for  Northern California.
This Master Plan is the
result of years of hard work
and partnership—bringing
together thousands from
across the region including

Read the rest of I

Trail
Over on Page 15

Above, from left: “Fred” the rabbit tolerated three modeling gigs thus far this year, hanging out in the basket alongside smiling kids
and fellow bunnies. Shauna Brown Martin holds the coveted “pocket bunny” a 2-week old baby bunny who was the hit of all events she
attended. Jarosie smiled in front of the camellias in a pretty dress. Bunny wrangler Heidi sits with baby buns and the Easter Bunny.
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Whether it was for fundraising, or
just fun, everyone enjoyed snuggling
with live, sweet bunnies, and having
their photo taken by local photographer
Maureen Jennison to commemorate
the moment, and celebrate spring.

The 13th annual Photos with the
Easter Bunnyand her Live Furry Friends
event was held at J. D. Redhouse last
Sunday, and was a 50/50 fundraiser for
71 the Soroptimist International of Willits,
|| and eamed $330 for their club. The line
| was solid, through the aisles, and all

the way back to the doors, for much of
the three-hour time window, and kids,
parents, newborns — and even a few

2 Dylilah, in front.

Above, from left: Annalise wore a fancy western outfit for her bunny photo. The Easter
Bunny was having a great time smiling with kids and rabbits — and a few dogs! - for the
annual J.D. Redhouse Easter Bunny event. Hailey chose to snuggle a big white bunny for
her photo. Colter comes from a family of bunny handlers, and had no problem loving up the
cute baby bunny. At left, from top: Maggie smiles alongside the Easter Bunny with a bunny
in a basket. Ellalee also chose the pocket bunny to snuggle in her photo. Lyla, the golden
retriever, was happy to sit, but not tooooo close to the Easter Bunny.

Spring & Bunnies
A few hundred kids enjoyed getting

their photos taken with live bunnies

and spring-time ambiance

dogs — came dressed in their Easter
finest to celebrate the event.

A few local schools also offered
students a chance to meet and smile
with some sweet bunnies, including
the very popular “pocket bunny,” a
two-week old baby bunny that bunny
wrangler Heidi Ahders enjoyed pulling
out of her apron pocket to the delight
of everyone who got to see — and be

photographed — with her.

Keep your eye out next week for the
annual Soroptimist International Willits
Community Directory Phone Book!

—Maureen Jennison

Below, left: The J.D. Redhouse event was held as a 50/50 fundraiser for Soroptimist
International of Willits, and raised $330 for the club, including members, from left: Marie,
Marilyn, Kitty, Vicki and Heidi. Below, right: Friends and bunnies all snuggle together for
this adorable group photo including, from left: Paisley, Aubrey, Lexi and Landon, and

Forum

for 3rd District
Supervisor
election,
April 19

Submitted by forum
sponsors

A Candidates Forum for
the Third District supervisor
election is set for Sunday,
April 19, from 4 to 6 pm, at
the Little Lake Grange, 291
School Street in Willits.

With John Haschak not
running for reelection, four
candidates are vying for the
open seat to become the
Third District representative
to the Mendocino County
Board of Supervisors.
The primary election is on
Tuesday, June 2, 2026. If
one candidate gets more
than 50% of votes cast, he/
she will be elected:; if not,
the top two vote-getters will
face a runoff in the general
election on November 3,
2026. The Third District
encompasses Covelo,
Laytonville, Willits, and
surrounding areas.

The four candidates are:
Buffey Wright Bourassa,
Russell Green, Eric Hart,
and Clay Romero. All four
plan to attend the forum,
where they will present
their platforms and answer
prepared questions
and questions from the
audience. All candidates

Read the rest of
Forum

Over on Page 4

Superior
Court starts
monthly juror
compliance
hearings
April 10

Submitted by Superior
Court of Mendocino
County

In recent vyears, the
number of individuals
honoring theirsummonsand
appearing for jury duty has
declined to an alarmingly
low percentage. In a few
instances, trials could not
go forward because the
number of potential jurors
was insufficient to empanel
a jury. Therefore, the court
is establishing a monthly
juror compliance calendar,
ordering potential jurors that
have disregarded their jury
summons to appear before
a judge to show cause as
to why the court should not
impose sanctions for failing
to appear. The first hearing
is set for April 10 at the
Ukiah Courthouse.

Mendocino Superior
Court Jury Commissioner
Kim  Turner  laments:
“The lack of response by
potential jurors is alarming
and impacts our ability
to  adjudicate  cases,
especially criminal cases.
This situation has become
so dire the court has no

Read the rest of I
Compliance

Over on Page 4



What do
YOU think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank you
letters from our readers

It's just 1 cent...
To the Editor:

It appears property taxes, fuel taxes (of which we have
always paid about $2 more than the rest of the nation),
vehicle registration fees, license fees, state and federal
grants (from taxes we have paid) don’t provide enough
revenue for a community’s survival. Taking from one
group’s fund to solve the financial needs of a different
groups is as amusing as musical chairs . . . except when
road work, food bank, health care, elders, and others don’t
have a chair when the music stops.

If citizens are, as usual, asked to pay more taxes to save
the moment ... will this tax request be a firm commitment
to its goals? Will it be written clearly assigning this tax to
only be used for material for “community” road repair of
existing roads. This funding should not pay any worker
time, no planning time, no outside contractors. There are
county workers who should be able to do this work with the
materials only from any additional tax.

Any need on a larger contractor level than that would seem
to be a situation that this new tax would not cover. And,
other remedies would need to be sought, other than this
tax increase.

David Pollin, Willits

Superior Court announces
photo contest for new Ukiah

courthouse
Submitted by Mendocino County Superior Court

The Mendocino County Superior Court welcomes
photographers — professional, amateur and hobbyists
— to donate their best work for possible display in the
new Ukiah Courthouse, slated to open in the summer
of 2027. Contestants must be residents of Mendocino
County.

With so much natural artistic talent in the county,
the court wants to highlight and recognize the
many accomplished photographers that capture the
essence of Mendocino County — its history, its natural
beauty, and its people. The court is seeking photo
submissions in the following categories:

1. Mendocino Coastline

2. Mendocino Redwoods

3. Significant Mendocino Landmarks

4. Tribal Communities in Mendocino

5. People of Mendocino County, past and present
6. Wildlife — Birds, Marine Life, Animals

7. Mendocino Agriculture and Industry

The deadline to submit photos is July 31, 2026. The
top two photos in each category will be reproduced
for display in the new building. The court will size and
hang the winning photographs in the public areas of
the new courthouse. The title of the photo and the
photographer’s name will be placed next to each
photo to recognize their work.

A panel of experts from museums and art schools
will rate each of the photos. All contestants will be
notified in August or September of the winning
photos.

To learn more about how to submit photos, please
visit the Superior Court's website at https://www.
mendocino.courts.ca.gov/new-ukiah-courthouse-
photography-contest for additional information.

The Rules: LETTERS

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com.
Willits Weekly prints letters and commentaries about Willits and
Third District issues, activities, events, and people. We print letters
to the editor from residents of Willits and the Third District only. To
encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication
from any one writer to once every four weeks.

Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address
and phone number, although only the author's name and city of
residence will be published. Deadline is end of day Monday for each
Thursday edition. No letters from an anonymous source will be
published, although a request to withhold the writer's name will be
considered.

Willits Weekly is a locally owned independent newspaper,
founded in 2013, covering the greater Willits area.

Volume 13, Number 632
3,500 - 4,000 copies printed by Western Web on Thursdays

P-O. Box 1698 Willits, CA 95490 / TOT-450-2633; TOT-972-T047
willitsweekly@gmail.com /| www. willitsweekly.com

Jennifer Poole, publisher and editor [/
willitsweeklyi@gmail.com / TOT-459-2633

Maureen (Moore) Jennisen, art direcior and photographress /
willitsweekly@gmail.com | TO7-972-T047

Jackie Cobbs, features copy editor

Mathew Caine, photographer | features writer

Barbara O'Reardon, Brookirails reporter

BB Kamoroff, news reporer

Addison Alvarado, school board reporter

Danya Davis, Police Log

April Tweddell, ad sales | TO7- 972-2475 | willitsweeklyggmail.com

Ad inquiries: call 7T07-972-7047

or email willitsweekly@gmail.com

Milo Sanctuary Spring
Cleaning Weekend

Hello from Milo Sanctuary outside of Willits!
Its Spring Cleaning, Painting, and Fun with
dogs and cats time!! Volunteer Weekend is
April 16 to 19, with the focus on Saturday and
Sunday but folks are invited to come stay!! We
have a guest house, and lots of camping spots
available! Car camp, tent camp, RV ... we have
one.

Milo will supply tools (though if you have —
sure, bring!). We have some plants to get in the
ground, two painting projects, one indoors (Cat
House) and quite a few Dog Shelters outdoors
needing paint.

And our guesthouse “The Yonder House”
needs some grounds clean up, loading up
for a dump run, organization.... The house is
rustic and on a beautiful site, down a ways from
“Milo Central” and quiet. Dog-friendly dogs are
welcome!!

We will go to the pond, the creek ... barbecue,
provide some snacks and beverages, talk Milo,
dogs and cats!! If you love and support Milo, if
you love being in the country ... getting dirty,
helping animals — Sign up today!

We are looking for up to 20 people. Email
sanctuary@milofoundation.org or talk to
Sanctuary manager Amy at 707-459-4900.

NCO’s Caring Kitchen
program to close April 20

Posted at www.ncoinc.org

After careful review, North  Coast
Opportunities has determined that we do not
have the funding necessary to continue the
Caring Kitchen program beyond this spring.

Caring Kitchen will close on April 30, 2026,
with meal preparation and delivery continuing
through April 24, completing the current service
period.

This is a difficult transition. Caring Kitchen
has been shaped by the care, time, and
commitment of dedicated volunteers and staff.
Because of their efforts, community members
have received not only nourishing meals, but
also connection, dignity, and consistency. That
impact will continue to be felt throughout our
community.

While this change has been part of ongoing
conversations, we recognize the significance of
this moment. Caring Kitchen has meant a great
deal to many people.

NCO explored potential partnerships to
continue meal delivery locally. At this time,
Ceres Community Project will not be expanding
services into Mendocino County. We will
continue to stay connected to opportunities that
support food access and will share updates if
additional options emerge.

NCO remains committed to supporting food
access for our most vulnerable community
members and will continue to look for ways to
advance this work.

We extend our sincere gratitude to everyone
who has been part of Caring Kitchen. It has truly
been an honor to support this work alongside
our community.

We want to take a moment to honor the story
of Caring Kitchen.

Caring Kitchen began in Willits in 2017, rooted
in a simple but powerful belief that nourishing
food, prepared with care, can be part of healing.
From the beginning, April Cunningham and
Tarney Sheldon brought that vision to life,
building a program that connected nutritious
meals, volunteer service, and community care.

What made Caring Kitchen so special was
never just the food. It was the way people came
together around it: Volunteers preparing meals,
teens learning skills and compassion alongside
adults, local partners supporting the work, and

Read the rest of
KitchenI Over on page 13

THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR'S
UPDATE

April 2026

By Supervisor John Haschak

Mendocino County’s budget looks better than previously
expected. Instead of $16 million or $10 or $5 million in the
red, the county is looking at $3-4 million budget gap for next
fiscal year. The budget will be discussed now until June
when a balanced budget will be adopted.

Candidate Forums are coming up for the 3rd District
Supervisorial race. These debates are useful ways to see
and get to know the candidates, hear why they want the job,
and what their vision is for the district and county. The first
one in Willits is on April 19 from 4 to 6 pm at the Grange.
Much appreciation to all the groups that are helping put this
together. Stay tuned in for other forums in the district.

The board passed the first reading of a noise ordinance to
limit excessive and disturbing noise. It was brought forward
originally by Supervisor McGourty in September of 2024.
After the ordinance passes, it will give law enforcement a tool
to deal with some of the egregious, unpermitted concerts,
raves, amplified music into the wee hours that disrupt the
well-being of communities. Code enforcement and the
Sheriff's Office will be able to issue infraction citations,
impose administrative penalties, or take other enforcement
action.

Several years ago, the board passed a resolution to
modernize the mission of the Jackson Demonstration
State Forest. It became part of our legislative platform.
Assemblymember Rogers introduced AB 2494 which is in
alignment with our platform. It will redefine management of
forest lands to include maximizing the promotion of climate
resiliency goals, enhanced outdoor access, protecting
biodiversity, and compatible research efforts. This was
debated by the board and a letter of support was approved.

There will be a Talk with the Supervisor on Thursday, April
9, from 10 to 11 am at Brickhouse Coffee. You can always
contact me at haschakj@mendocinocounty.gov or call 707-
972-4214.

Senior Center menu

for the week

Willits Senior Center is serving lunch in its indoor dining
room, Monday through Friday, from 11:45 am to 1 pm. Drive-
through lunches are available from 12 to 12:45 pm, outside
the Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.

Thursday, April 2: Meatball Sub Sandwich
Friday, April 3: Reuben Sandwich
Monday, April 6: Chicken Salad Sandwich
Tuesday, April 7: Lasagna w/Meat Sauce
Wednesday, April 8: Italian Sub Sandwich
Thursday, April 9: Chili Relleno Casserole
Friday, April 10: Ham Dinner w/Sides
Sunday, April 12: Pancake Breakfast

Activities: Bingo on Friday nights, 5 to 7 pm. Exercise class
weekday mornings from 9 to 10 am.

Meals on Wheels: The Senior Center Meals on Wheels
program delivers lunch Monday through Friday, excepting
holidays. To sign up call Joliana at 459-6826, who can
help fill out the application form. Call 459-6826 the day
before needed to schedule home meal delivery. Delivered
throughout Willits.

Pancake Breakfast: Second Sunday of the month from 8:30
to 11:30 am. Menu choices: 1) Biscuits & gravy with scrambled
eggs. 2) All-you-can-eat pancakes with scrambled eggs,
sausage or bacon. Breakfast includes coffee, orange juice
or milk. Adults $13; Senior Center members $12; Children 8
and under $8. Proceeds benefit Nutritional, Transportation,
and Outreach services for Willits seniors.

Adults $13; Senior Center members $12; Children 8
and under $8 and benefits Nutritional, Transportation, and
Outreach services for Willits seniors.

Transportation for seniors: Call 459-5556 to schedule.
Pick up and drop off for grocery shopping, banking, doctors’
appointments. Senior Center Thrift Shop: 459-2176

The Senior Center is in need of volunteers to help with
the many activities here at the center, including volunteer
Meals on Wheels drivers. “Volunteers are one-third of our
workforce, which allows us to offer many services to our
members and community.” To learn more about volunteering:
459-6826.
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Chili
Cookoft

Bribery, beans, and fun
at annual Willits Senior Center
Fundraiser for Meals on Wheels

How many different kinds of chili are out there? After
spending a couple of hours at the Willits Senior Center Chili
Cookoff, it seems the varieties are endless. Whether it was
an old family recipe, an experiment
with new and intriguing ingredients,
or something totally made up, all the
concoctions at the Chili Cookoff had
at least one thing in common, beans (although beans are
not technically a requirement for chili). Many entries made
use of pinto beans, kidney beans, or black beans, mostly
with some kind of tomato sauce, and peppers of some sort.
Some chefs included ground beef, steak, or chicken, while
there were some vegetarian varieties as well. Some of the
chilis had a spicy bite to them, but some were sweet or mild.

Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

IMathew Caine

The attendees, many of whom brought muffin tins to
arrange their samples, were encouraged to choose their
favorite chili as well as their favorite decorated table.
Several of the chili teams had spent a considerable amount
of time and talent in the design and construction of their
table displays. The Brooktrails Fire Department won the
trophy for Best Decorated Table, with their fiery motif,
festooned with seemingly flaming objects that gave it a red-
hot look.

One of the most unusual and innovative chilis belonged
to Chef Adam Celaya of the Brooktrails Golf Course Back
9 Bistro. It surprisingly was based on hot dill pickles, and
although it sounded strange, it quickly became one of the
favorite chilis, with people expressing their revelation at
how tasty it actually was. When asked for his ingredients,
Celaya recited: “Hot dill pickles, chili, meat and beans,
tomato, red and green bell peppers, smoked paprika,
onions. | like to create out of the box.”

Maryann Grunseth and Flynn Mahoney, a couple who
have an affinity for fostering feline pets, had a cat-themed
table, with cat stickers and inflatable kitties. “We just like
cats. We foster cats. We found out that if two percent of cat
owners fostered once a year, there would never be a need
for euthanasia in shelters. So, we're big fans of fostering,”
said Grunseth. Mahoney added, “It's a white chicken chili,
kind of against the grain a little bit. It has smoked chicken
and it's more of a kind of a creamy chili than is traditional. It
has green peppers in it which gives it a bit of spice. There
are no cats in the chili.”

James and Lila McLain brought their “Devilish Delight
Chili. My ingredients are a secret,” said James McLain.
“Three different meats, three different types of chili, two
different types of beans. That's as far as I'm going to go.”
There was a “Milk Available” sign on the table to help cool
down the intensity.

Carlo of Rolling Temptations, a pop-up and catering
business out of Ukiah, brought a Filipino taste to his chili.
“This is a chili | made for 12 or 14 hours. It will have an
Asian flavor to it,” explained Carlo, who also brought crispy
spring rolls, called lumpia, to augment the chili.

Scott Frederick of Commercial Tire and Auto stated,
“We’re going to definitely try to win this competition. We
have some elbow grease and car parts in the chili. We
brought more chili this year because last year we ran out.
Shayla Bandaff, our service writer, made the chili.”

Little Lake Fire Department was represented by Deana
Rutledge, who explained that the chili was created by

Read the rest of
Chilil Over on page 15
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At top, left: Sue Sawyers and Dorothy Roediger of the Senior Center Board of Directors serve root beer floats and other tasty treats to
go along with the chili. At top, right: The Brooktrails Fire Department crew stands behind their booth, which won the award for the Best
Decorated Table. Above, left: Many of the attendees brought muffin pans from home in order to carry all their chili samples. Above,
right: Councilmember Matthew Alaniz, one of the Chili Cookoff judges, is just getting started filling his muffin tin. Below, left: Flynn
Mahoney and Maryann Grunseth created a cat-related table to bring awareness to the need for cat fosters. Below, right: Chef Adam
Celaya, of the Brooktrails Golf Course’s Back 9 Bistro, ladles out his hot dill pickle chili. At bottom, left: The Willits Lions Club brought
a chili made by member Jim Holmes. At bottom, right: Chef Carlo, of Rolling Temptations, winner of the People’s Choice trophy,

prepares his Filipino-style chili tasters.

- Randall Cantua, LUTCF
. Agent
F $N§URMA NECE S Cantua Insurance Agency
- : 16 W. Valley St. Willits CA 95490
786 Redwood Drive
Garberville, CA 95542
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Fax707.923.9550
rcantua@farmersagent.com
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of food and

GET $15 OFF

your tax preparation fees*
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Fvalid at Willi

&R Block,
1661-A S. Main Street

Photos by Mathew Caine

At far left: Three
generations of
chili enthusiasts
sample the
entries: from left,
Alana Turner, Ieft,
Sandy Turner

and Breanna
Constancio, right.
A stuffed lion, from
one of the tables,
seems prepared
to enjoy one of the
samples.

EE WILLITS

POWER & HARDWARE
HONDA - HUSQVARNA - + MQ - CARHARTT
Lawn & Garden Equipment = Generators
Sales, Parts & Service = Pick-up & Delivery

1600 S. Main St. Sales/Parts: 707 459-6420
Willits, CA 95490 Service: 707 459-0596
willitspower@gmail.com Fax: 707 459-6369
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Willits Weekly’s

Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

Level: Advanced

HOW TO
SUDOKU

Sudoku  puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number
can appear only once in
each row, column and
box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric  clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!
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N S B MR BULOWOMMSTTIU FFOBE A K U
S W 0O R GY AR ZDUP GBI KA AULUPNTITF
APRIL CHIRPING GROWS SHOWERS
AWAKENING EGGS INSECTS SPRING
BLOOMS FLOWERS NEST SUNNY
BREEZE GARDEN POLLEN SUNSHINE
BUDDING GREEN REBIRTH TREES
BUNNY SAPLING

1 2 3 4 6 7 8 9 1

0

succession
46. Wings
47. In the center
49, Pleasantly smooth
52. Jeweled headdress
56. In slow tempo

CLUES ACROSS

1. Absence of difficulty
5. Preserve a dead body
11. Gratitude

14. The act of coming
together again

58. __Falls
15. More cushy 60. Reiterations
18. Visionaries 62. Eras
19. Large fish-eating bird 63. Hyphen
21. Indicates near
23. Former ClAand ClAciic  CLUES DOWN
24. Icelandic poems 1. Body part
28. Pop 2. Mimics
29. Hammer is one 3. Expel or eject (variant sp.)
30. Selfs 4. Sea eagle
32. Thyroid-stimulating 5. Taxonomic category
hormone 6. Chinese languages

33. Nowhere to be found

35. Electronic data
processing

36. Drivers' licenses and
passports are two

39. Snake-like fishes

7. Mr. T's ‘A-Team’ character
8. Consumed

9. Chinese dynasty

10. NFL legend Randy

12. Ireland

13. Palm trees with

41. Air Force creeping roots
42. Popular personal 16. Fungal disease
computers 17. Tall, slender-leaved

44, Stages in ecological plants

20. Affirmative! (slang)
22. It says who you are
25. Atlantic coast state
26. Grow older

27. Associations

29. Woman (French)
31. Sunscreen rating
34. Brew

36. Leader

37. Indigo bush genus
38. Burn with a hot liquid
40. Junior’s father

43. Mackerel genus
45. Morning

48. Straight line from
side to side (abbr.)

50. Type of molding

51. Small, thin or
twisted bunch

53. Worn by exposure
to the weather

54. Mars crater

55. Humanities

57. Relating to the ears
58. To the __ degree’

59. Residue when something
is burned

61. It cools a home

WILLITS POLICE DEPARTMENT

POLICE LOG

Mazrch 9 to March 15
By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

The officers of the Willits Police
Department reported 60 incidents in this
7-day period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests

March 23

9:21 am; Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of
East Commercial Street.

12:35 pm: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.

March 24

8:13 am: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 800 block of
South Main Street.

4:10 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 100 block of South
Street.

March 25

12:37 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1200 block of Locust
Street.

7:20 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 300 block
of East Commercial Street and issued a
warning.

March 26
6:07 pm: Officers initiated a hit-and-run

The rest of

vehicle collision investigation in the 1500
block of South Main Street.

6:47 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 300 block of
Noth Main Street.

March 27

12:01 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 300 block of
South Main Street.

12:10 am: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1700 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

7:06 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 800 block of
South Main Street.

March 28

2:40 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1700 block of
South Main Street.

8:13 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of
West Commercial Street.

8:49 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity near the intersection
of Franklin Avenue and South Main Street.

March 29

12:09 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 100 block of North Main Street and
issued a warning.

ComplianceI From page 1

choice but to set up a compliance program
that will compel a better rate of response
from potential jurors.”

Judge Keith Faulder will preside over
the first Juror Compliance Calendar on
Friday, April 10 in the Ukiah Courthouse,
DepartmentA. Out of the hundreds of jurors
that have failed to appear for jury duty in the
last year, the court has selected more than
60 of them at random to appear in front of
Judge Faulder on the first calendar on April
10 to explain to the court why they have
disregarded repeated summons to appear
for this important civic duty.

California Code of Civil Procedure
section 209 gives courts the authority to
impose sanctions on individuals that fail to
show up for jury duty. Judge Faulder may
order the juror to appear on the next date
when jurors are needed or may fine the
juror up to $1,500 for failure to comply with
this civic obligation.

Judge Faulder states, “I would much
rather potential jurors honor their
commitment and appear for jury duty
than sanction them for failure to take this
obligation seriously.”

Callifornia law requires that trial courts in
each county reach out to their community
members to serve on jury duty. Jury duty
is also enshrined in the U.S. Constitution.
However, over the past several years, the
number of eligible jurors that have chosen
to disregard their jury summons notification
has increased significantly. Serving on a
jury is an important civic duty of all U.S.
citizens that are between the ages of 18 and
75 and that are not eligible for an exemption

The rest of
Forum

due to a medical condition, inability to
communicate in English, caregiving for an
ill or disabled family member, or caring for
a young child.

In Mendocino County, the court may call
jurors as often as once a year. However,
the court observes a one-day, one-trial
jury system, which means that if a juror
is called, appears for jury duty, and is not
assigned to a trial, the juror will be excused
for at least the next 12 months. If sent to
a courtroom for possible empanelment,
jurors have an opportunity to tell the judge if
they have financial or travel hardships that
make it difficult to serve on a trial. In many
instances, judges excuse those jurors from
service. Jury duty is not just an obligation;
it is a chance to participate in a meaningful
way in the Mendocino County community.
In fact, most people who serve on a jury
report that the experience was worthwhile
— interesting and a rare opportunity to
participate in ensuring a fair and impartial
outcome for defendants, victims, and the
general public.

The evolution of the right to an impartial
jury of one’'s peers reaches all the way
back to the Magna Carta in 1215 AD. While
the Magna Carta did not institute the jury
system we know today, it introduced the
concept that community members needed
to be a part of the judicial process to ensure
faimess and prevent the king’s dominion
of the courts. The framers of the U.S.
Constitution considered the fundamental
right to an impartial jury to be one of the
cornerstones of self-governance in the new
Republic.

From page 1

will have equal time to present and answer questions. The forum will also be live-streamed
at the Mendocino Women'’s Political Coalition Facebook page and possibly posted on
YouTube later.

April 19 is a good opportunity to hear from the candidates in person and to make an
informed choice for this important position on the Board of Supervisors. Ballots will be
mailed to voters on May 4, and ballots can be mailed in, placed in drop boxes, or brought
to polling places on June 2. New voters who register no later than May 18 can still receive
mail-in ballots; otherwise, they can do “same-day” registration, receiving a provisional
ballot, on Election Day at polling places.

The forum is being co-sponsored by several county-wide and local Willits groups:
League of Women Voters of Mendocino County, Little Lake Grange, Mendocino Women’s
Political Coalition, Willits Economic Localization, Willits Environmental Center, and Willits
Indivisible.

Have something to say? Residents of Willits, Brooktrails,
Laytonville and Covelo are welcome to send in a
letter to the editor about local issues. Please email us:
willitsweekly@gmail.com REMEMBER: Deadline is end
of day Monday for each week’s Thursday edition.
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Above, left: This woman is concerned about the world in which her grandchildren will grow up.
Above, center: Cyndee Logan performs some street theater to express her feelings. Above, right:
Willits High School art teacher Carolyn Bakewell exhibits a pointed homemade sign. Below: The top
of the Good Guys Gym is a great vantage point to watch the parade.
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No Kings Day

One thousand participate in protest against
Trump administration

“| love the smell of protest in the morning,” was overheard from one of the participants
at the No Kings rally last Saturday. It was difficult to define the happening, which included
around 1,000 concerned citizens in Willits. It was a gathering on the
streets in which groups of friends, new and old, got together with
signs declaring their disapproval at the direction they perceive that
the country is politically and morally moving toward. It was a march
from Main Street and Highway 20 to Willits City Park, across from the Little Lake Fire
Department. It was a congregation of people with a common purpose, to show their love
for the country and uneasiness with the current administration.

Mary Burns, of Willits Indivisible, an organization which holds weekly peace vigils at
Babcock Park every Friday afternoon, was one of the organizers of this No Kings event.

“Here we are at No Kings Day,” said Burns. “It’s finally here, so everybody’s been setting
up and it looks pretty good. We're hoping for 1,000 people. There’s a lot more to be pissed
off about. We've got a whole bunch more peacekeepers [people to help keep tranquility
and see that all participants are safe]. We're ready to go. We've been planning for a really
long time, from the first day it was announced.

“We're going to take over the streets this morning, both sides of Main Street, from
the Safeway intersection,” said Burns. “We’ve been broadcasting it with public service
announcements. Everybody’s been posting on Facebook, getting in touch with old friends
to ‘bring three people,’ so | think everybody’s excited and we’ve been reaching out to get
as many people as we can.”

The name of the event, “No Kings,” comes from the observation by many that the
president is subverting the Constitution and many of the laws and statutes of the country
in order to create an oligarchy in which only the rich will flourish.

“What's the main issue? Well, the war in Iran is pretty bad,” continued Burns. “People
are pretty upset about that. It's the stomping all over the Constitution. He really is acting
like a king and he’s sick. He should be out of office. The voting repression, refusing to fund
TSA, ruling by executive order. Everything is unacceptable, including writing his name on
our money.”

Around 1,000 concerned citizens participated in Willits. Add this to the estimated
8 to 9 million across the country, in 3,300 individual demonstrations occurring almost
simultaneously, as well as others around the world, and a huge message was sent
to Washington, to say that the people refuse to give up their vote and their power to
billionaires, military industrialists, and others who wish to usurp the will of the people.

At the park, people gathered to hear music by the Farmers Market Band and speeches
by Third District Supervisor John Haschak, who rewrote a Ferlinghetti poem in order
to update the words to the current
conditions. Nuestra Alianza Executive Read the rest of
Director Sergio Perez spoke about his No Kings

Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

[Mathew Caine

I Over on page 14

Above, left: Many of the
demonstrators exhibit extreme
reactions to the current
administration. Above, right:
Karen Mattson and her family
created this oversized crown

to illustrate their view on the
current administration’s lack

of adherence to democratic
norms. At left: The crowd listens
to the speeches, observations,
and music on the north side of
Willits City Park. At left, below:
Third District Supervisor John
Haschak leads the crowd in a
chant about democracy and
reads a poem by Ferlinghetti,
updated to meet the current
political times. At bottom, left:
Pearl Marill wants to flush away
the current administration and
their desire to rule as a kingdom.
At bottom, right: This woman

is passionate about what she
will be able to tell her sons
about how she approached her
responsibility to democracy.

Photos by Mathew Caine
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MORE EVENTS
IN LAYTONVILLE
AND COVELO TO
BE ANNOUNCED

SOON

FOR MENDOCINO SUPERVISOR, DISTRICT 3

ERICHARTFORSUPERVISOR.COM  FACEBOOK.COM/ERICHARTFORSUPERVISOR
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RESTAURANTS
PROVIDING COUPONS
101 Drive-In
El Chicano Restaurant
Flying Dog Pizza
Jalos Market & Deli
Kelly’s Diner
Kemmy’s Pies
La Siciliana
Loose Caboose
Mariposa Cafe
Mi Mexico Restaurant
Pizza To Go
Ramen Cubed
Rio’s Fish & Chips
Scoops
Szechuan Asian
Taqueria Jalos
Taqueria Maria
Tastebudz Cafe
TNT Indian Cafe
The Whistle Stop

RAFFLE DONORS
101 Trailer & RV Supply
Adam’s Nails
Adam’s Tire & Automotive
Bodyworks Gym
Buttercups Boutique
Carstar Kreations Auto Body
Cat’s Meow
Country Quilts & Crafts
Dog Star Grooming
Esthetics by Eden
Flourish & Flow Mendo
Flowers by Annette
Hidden Gem Studio
Kiki Tattoos
Luscious Beauty Boutique
Main Street Barber Shop
The Mane House
Memories Antigques
Precious One Beads
Re-Evolution
Ron’s Muffler & Automotive
Skin by K. Esthetics
Skunk Train

EVENT DONORS:
Karkar’s Deli
City Nails
Ace Copy & Shipping
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April 18th « 1:00 PM - 4:30 PM
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New ‘Give and Get’ donation drive
and April 18 event gives back to donors

by Damian Sebouhian

Yep folks, it's another donation drive but
this time with a twist, as donors receive an
immediate return on their generosity.

‘| wanted to do something to help
our community,” says Andria Stone,
independent organizer of the event. “But |
realized that, though we live in an extremely
giving community, such generosity can only
exist if individuals and businesses have
excess income to give.”

After asking the Willits Food Bank what
items they were especially in need of, Stone
then considered how she might get those
items donated while helping community
members and businesses feel less of a
pinch when donating. And so the “Give and
Get” idea was born — complete with a “Give
and Get” Donation Drive event to be held
on Saturday, April 18 from 1 to 4:30 pm at
Inner Earth Tea House in Willits.

In exchange for roughly $15 to $20 worth
of diapers, baby food/formula, or feminine
hygiene products, donors can choose a $5
coupon from a locally owned restaurant and
enter numerous raffles for prizes from local
businesses. Bring an additional $10 or so
item to enter the “Golden Raffle” with prizes
such as $200 toward auto repair, 3 months
gym membership, and more. The idea is to
bring in needed items - all to be donated to
the Willits Food Bank — while giving donors
something in exchange and promoting
patronage of community businesses.

“Many of our businesses are struggling,
so | want to increase support for them
since so many of them give support to our
community,” Stone said.

This donation drive is no exception, with
19 restaurants offering coupons and 24
businesses providing gift certificates or free
services.

Her hope, she says, is that the community
reciprocity will continue after the event, that
people will recognize the support given by
local businesses and be more apt to spend
their money in town.

‘A lot of budgets demand discount
shopping, but for special things like gifts,
or self-care, we have a lot of really great,
unique options here,” Stone said. “And fast
food is convenient, but it's not really cheap
anymore. Many of our local eateries are
actually cheaper and the food is fresher, so
you could call in an order from work and

The “Give & Get” donation drive event
will feature an “Oasis at the End of the Silk
Road” theme, with people “trading” their
donations then taking refreshment in the
form of free Mediterranean-style “Breads &
Spreads” and more. There will be games
with prizes, henna tattooing, Kids’' Art
Corner, and The Wandering Bard.

“The world can feel so dark, it's easy
to lose sight of the fact that most people
really do care. My dream is that Willits
will come to have such a strong network
of interdependent communal support that
we need never fear the next crisis,” Stone
said. “And | think we’re well on our way to
becoming that.”

The “Give and Get” event will be held
Saturday, April 18 from 1 t0 4:30 pm at Inner
Earth Tea House, 48 East San Francisco
Avenue. For more information, including a
list of prizes, see “Give & Get” on Facebook.
For questions or to volunteer to help at the
event, email Andria at tavanyastone@
gmail.com or text 707-599-5621.

Current list of restaurants providing
coupons

101 Drive-In, ElI Chicano Restaurant,
Flying Dog Pizza, Jalos Market & Deli,
Kelly's Diner, Kemmy’s Pies, La Siciliana
Pizzeria & Restaurant, Loose Caboose,
Mariposa Café, Mi Mexico Restaurant,
Pizza To Go, Ramen Cubed, Rio’s
Fish & Chips, Scoops, Szechuan Asian
Restaurant, Taqueria Jalos, Taqueria
Maria, Tastebudz Cafe, TNT Indian Café,
The Whistle Stop

Current raffle donors

101 Trailer & RV Supply, Adam’s Nails,
Adam's Tire & Automotive, Bodyworks
Gym, Buttercups Children’s Boutique,
Carstar Kreations Auto Body, Cat's Meow,
Country Quilts & Crafts, Dog Star Grooming,
Esthetics by Eden, Flourish & Flow Mendo,
Flowers by Annette, Hidden Gem Studio,
Kiki Tattoos, Luscious Beauty Boutique &
Day Spa, Main Street Barber Shop, The
Mane House, Memories Antiques, Precious
One Beads, Re-Evolution, Ron’s Muffler &
Automotive, Skin by K. Esthetics, Skunk
Train.

Event donors

Karkar's Deli, City Nails, Ace Copy &
Shipping

TOWN-WIDE ONGOING
EVENTS

Trivia Night at The Munchery: Every 2nd and 4th
Thursday of the month at 6 pm at The Munchery, 1797
South Main Street, Willits.

Trivia Night at Northspur Brewing Co: Put your
knowledge to the test on the first and third Wednesday of
the month starting at 6:30 pm at Northspur Brewing Co.,
101 North Main Street.

Food Not Bombs at Rec Grove Park: Receive a free
meal, supplies and zines every first and third Friday of the
month at 4 pm in Rec Grove Park at the picnic tables.
Everyone is welcome.

Skunk Alley Improv Lessons at WCT: Every Sunday
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm with instructor Schuyler Marcier at
Willits Community Theater. Cost is $5, cash or Venmo.

Free Meal by Willits Daily Bread: Every week on
Monday through Thursday from 4:30 to 5:30 pm at 66 East
Commercial Street.

Willits Tennis Club: Meets every Monday and \Wednesday
from 9 to 11 am at the Willits High School Tennis Courts.
All levels welcome. More info: 707 484-3385.

Drop-In Life Drawing Group at WCA: Every Thursday
from 1 to 4 pm at Willits Center for the Arts. Cost is based
on sliding scale. More info: Margaret 707-459-9251.

Brown Bag Lunch Program: Saturdays at 1 pm, sack
lunches are served by local churches, community
organizations, and families at Bud Snider City Park on
East Commercial. Come at 1 pm to be assured a lunch!

Willits Indivisible Democracy Vigil: Every Friday from 5
to 6 pm at Babcock Park on South Main Street. More info:
“Willits Indivisible” on Facebook.

Pickleball: Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays at 5 pm
and Saturdays at 9 am at the Willits High School tennis
courts. Free to play and all levels welcome.

Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every
Monday at 6 pm at the Muse in Willits, 30 East San
Francisco Street. More info: 707-354-1866.

Willits Drum Circle: Every second and fourth Friday at 7
pm, at St. Francis of the Redwoods on the corner of Main
and Commercial Streets. Info: Bill Bruneau: 459-3390.

Literacy Volunteers of Willits: We teach adults to read!
Free personal tutoring at the library.

Call or email to make an appointment: LiteracyWillits@
gmail.com or 707-456-7729.

Mobile Showers Available in Willits: Mobile shower is
in Willits every Monday and Tuesday from 2:30 to 4:30
pm, behind St. Francis Church at the corner of Main and

Commercial Streets. Toiletries, towels and washcloths
provided. Those with disabilities may need to bring a
helper. Sack dinners are served from 4:30 to 5:30 by
Willits Daily Bread.

Inland Valley Women'’s Chorus: Every Thursday (except
holidays) from 6 to 7:30 pm to sing songs of peace, joy,
social justice and healing. No audition or experience
required. Carpooling available from Willits. Holy Trinity
Church, Mary & Martha Room, 640 South Orchard
Avenue, Ukiah. More info: Madge Strong, 707-459-1493.

Shanachie Pub Ongoing Events
Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street

Saturday Sessions at Shanachie: Every 2nd and 4th
Saturday from 3 to 6 pm, one of our locals will host an
open jam at Shanachie Pub. Bring any instrument and
explore your creativity!

Bluegrass String Jam: An official jam for the California
Bluegrass Association, every 1st and 3rd Saturday of
the month starting at 3 pm, with all Bluegrass musicians
welcome!

Wednesday Open Mic Night: Every Wednesday- Enter
your name in the lottery from 3 to 7 pm to choose your
20-minute time slot, with performances beginning at 7:20.

Ongoing Events

at the Willits Library

Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street. Info:

www.mendolibrary.org or 459-5908. Open hours:

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10 am to 7 pm;

Friday, 10 am to 6 pm; Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm;
Closed Sunday and Monday.

Penny University Coffee Klatch: Wednesdays, 11 am
to 1 pm, in the Willits Library meeting room to discuss
various topics while enjoying a “cup of joe.”

LEGO Club: Tuesdays from 4 to 6:30 pm. “Bring your
imagination and start building.”

Tech Help: Saturdays from 11 am to noon, come get
computer help and your technical questions answered!

Spinning and Knitting: Saturdays at the library; from 1
to 4:30 pm. All skill levels welcome! Spinning, 1 to 2 pm;
Knitting, 2 to 4:30 pm.

Story and Playtime: Fridays from 11 am to noon, bring
the kids for a story followed by play time in the Children’s
Area.

ABC Art Artists Meet-Up: Work on your personal art

project, meet other artists and find inspiration Thursdays
and Fridays from 1 to 3 pm. Ages 18 and up.

pick it up for lunch or on the way home.”

COLUMN | AT THE MOVIES

‘Mr. Nobody
Against Putin’

— The Story:Academy

N Award winning
documentary

in  2026. Pasha

IDan Essman Talankin, the
el filmmaker captures

the horrific changes
at a contemporary
Russian high school in the Ural Mountains before
and during the beginning of Putin’s war in Ukraine.

Pasha Talankin was a high school employee.
His job was to make videos and photographs
documenting and celebrating the students and
events at the school. He was, by nature somewhat
of an eccentric member of the faculty. At the
same time, he was well-loved by the students.
His private office was sort of a hang out and safe
place for those students to gather.

When Putin ordered the attack on Ukraine, his
pro-war, propaganda-driven administration started
sending orders to the high school demanding basic
changes in the daily school routines. These orders
included teaching the students a whole slew of
enthusiastic pro-war/pro-Russia salutes. Loyalty
tests. Also, mercenaries were sent to the school
to teach how to avoid land mines, hold automatic
weapons, and hand grenade tossing contests.

Talankin kept track of all these changes and
intrusions. He had to smuggle his videos and
photographs out of Russia. They include student
interviews and student reactions to the war. Even
though they'll have to read subtitles, our Willits
teenagers, and especially their parents should see
this movie.

My Thoughts: This is a brilliant documentary.
It's entertaining and horrifying. | may be charged
with bias, but before | watched this flick, | already
believed that Putin was evil. This flick reinforces
that belief.

“Mr. Nobody Against Putin” well-earns its Oscar.
Parents: No children. Teens and up.

Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality
aftenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.
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Tickets available for Sober Grad’s annual
pre-sale-only Tri-Tip Dinner, April 17

Submitted by Willits Sober Grad

Willits Sober Grad, a local non-profitdedicated  beautiful rose donated by Flowers by Annette —
to providing a safe, substance-free celebration all for $70 per ticket.

for graduating seniors, will host its annual drive-

Ag Farm. Tickets are pre-sale only, and they

Monkey Wrench, or see phone numbers below.

In a town that knows its tri-tip dinners, the
Willits Sober Grad fundraiser has earned a
reputation as the community’s favorite — a

and grilled tri-tip, baked potatoes, Caesar salad,

dinner rolls, cookies by Kemmy’s Pies, and a and support a great cause.

Artist Anna Judd wants
to make more murals in Willits

Courtesy of Avenues to Wellness

My name is Anna Judd. I'm an artist living at the end of
a dirt road in the mountains behind Ridgewood Ranch. My
large-scale abstracts are what I'm most known for, but |
like to make just about everything. Portraits, illustrations,
sculptures, murals, gardens. I'm a devotee of creation and
most days, it consumes me. I'm notorious for dragging
home fallen tree limbs that have “potential” and pouring
myself into visions that serve no greater purpose than
beauty.

My greatest teacher is nature. My practice in the studio
is less about craft and more about trying to disappear as
the artist. I'm at the point in my career where I'm most
interested in collaboration: with nature, with collectors, and
with my community.

Some of you may already know my work from the poppy
mural in Recreation Grove. That project brought nearly
200 people together over multiple community painting
days. The six panels were designed as a giant paint-by-
number so that anyone could walk up with a brush and
contribute. The names of every person who painted are
tucked between the petals and stems.

Read the rest of
AItiStI Over on page 11
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A Wealth Management Company

Nicholas Casagrande, EA
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nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com
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|
Willits Sober Grad has been operating since !
thru Tri-Tip Dinner fundraiser on Friday, April 1986, raising funds throughout the school yearto I
17 from 4 to 6 pm, at the Wilits High School  put on a memorable Graduation Night party for | ||
seniors from Willits High School, Willits Charter |
are now available at 101 Trailer & RV and at  School, Sanhedrin High School, and La Vida | Willits Community Schools on
Charter School. In the organization’s nearly 40- |
year history, no Willits community high school .
senior has died on Graduation Night. :
|
[
|

Tickets are available exclusively in pre-sale

beloved tradition that draws supporters year at 101 Trailer & RV Supply, 1471 South Main

after year for great food and an even greater Street, and Monkey Wrench, or by calling Karen
cause. This pre-sale-only event features a Thiel at WHS, (707) 459-7700 ext. 1504, or

complete dinner for four, including marinated ~ Carrie Lambert at (707) 671-6173.
Don'’t miss this chance to enjoy a great meal

At far left: Cars lined

| up and picked up
their dinners for the
2025 event. At left:
Sober Grad President
April Lamprich
delivers a dinner to
her sister-in-law, Tami
Potter.

©  Photos by Mathew Caine

Please support our biggest fundraiser of the year!!

WILLITS SOBER GRAD
Tri~Tip Dinner

= el —"
Willits Sober Grad is a non-
profit organization that works |
each year from September
through June to raise funds
which are used to put on a
safe, sober party for the
graduating Seniors of the

Graduation Night. These
schools include: Willits Charter
School, Willits High School,
Sanhedrin High School, LaVida |
Charter School. Since it's
inception in 1986, no High
School Senior has died on
Graduation Night.

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT:
101 TRAILER & RV

MONKEY WRENCH

|

I or call

| Karen Thiel, WHS

| (?07)459-7700 ext. 1504

I Carrie Lambert, WSG
(707)671-6173

Dinner Includes:
Complete meal for 4
Marinated & Grilled Tri-Tip, Baked
Potatoes, Caesar Salad, Dinner

PRE-SALE ONLY
$70 TICKET

Rolls, Cockies, and a Beautiful
Rose Donated by Flowers by
AnneHe.

FOR 3rd DISTRICT SUPERVISOR

5th Generation Mendocino Resident.
Protecting Property Rights &
Fiscal Accountability.

VOTE JUNE 2™ [§

COUGAR S CLOSET 1
MINI-STORAGE

GOT A PLACE FOR YOUR THINGS!

317 Robert Drive
Willits, CA 95490

12™ Month FREE!

WHEN 1 YEAR PAID IN ADVANCE

.-4

§ At left: The Community Poppy Mural

=# by artist Anna Judd on the back of

| the bandstand at the Recreation

Grove. Photo by Mathew Caine

{ Below, left: Artist Anna Judd stands

in front of five of her abstract
paintings on display for the next

| couple of months at the Willits

branch of the Savings Bank of

I Mendocino County. Below, right:

= Local muralist Anna Judd smiles for

the camera.

T T I T

Open everyday from 10 am - 10 pm

BEER | WINE | DRINKS | SNACKS

Get $5 off when you spend $50
1706 South Main Street, Willts {;&

In the Evergreen Shopping Center

Between Slam Dunk and Subway ca

WILLITS FAMILY DENTISTRY
&
IMPLANTS

707-459-2163
12 W, Valley St/ Williss, CA 95490

Open Monday-Friday

Accepting new patients of all ages.

Willits Weekly | April 2, 2026

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com
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SPIRITUAL
PATHWAYS

I

Agape
Bible Church
290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Where love is first
and the Bible is central.
Sunday Services:

10:00 a.m. - Worship
Adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Info? 707-459-1905
www.agapebiblechurch.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits
Worship Service - 5:00 p.m.
Pastor Kris Strickland
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Church
of Christ

“What must we do to be saved?”
Acts 2:37
1095 S. Main St., Willits
(next to Super 8)

(707) 459-5023
Sunday Bible Study-10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship-11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service-
6-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study-
7-8:00 p.m.

The Church of
Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints
265 Margie Drive
Willits, CA 95490
ALL ARE WELCOME
Sacrament Meeting
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

* A University for Soul
eSpiritual Living Courses
oSpiritual Discussions
*ECK Light & Sound Services
More information?
Call 530-224-8703
www.eckankar.org

Grace Community

Church
Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Worship Service
10 a.m.
For appointments call:
(707) 459-3106

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:
Wednesday-Friday 9:00 a.m.
Saturday-5:30 p.m.
Sunday-9:00 a.m. - English
10:30 a.m. - Spanish
Confessions on Saturday
4:45 - 5:15 p.m.

Or by appointmet at
707-459-2252
https:/ / stanthonywillits.org/
saintanthonywillits@gmail.com
We welcome All Walks of Faith

St. Francis

Episcopal Church
1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177
Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
In-person and on Zoom
Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

St. John
Lutheran Church
Sunday Service
10:00 a.m.

(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive
Facebook.com/stjohnswillits
ALL ARE WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day

Adventist Church
707-459-5714
Friendly, open worship
Saturdays
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.
Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
399 W. Mendocino Ave.
All are welcome!

Willits United

Methodist Church
Labyrinth and Peace Garden
Aplace to find comfort
where all are welcome
Pastor Jaime Rogers-Fairchild
Sunday Worship at 10:30 am
286 School St. (at Pine)
707-459-2855
wumc@outlook.com

www.willitsumc.org
Facebook: facebook willits umc

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell

(707) 972-2475

april@uillitsweekly.com

TR~y

Thursday, April 2

Willits Farmers Market: One last week at the Grange
before moving to City Park April 9: Join your neighbors
Thursday, April 2 from 3 to 5:30 pm for the freshest
produce available, local meat, farm fresh eggs, hot
and cold food from local businesses, along with crafts,
live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
The market honors EBT and WIC cards and matches
benefits to double your dollars.

Free Food at Mendo Food Network: First Thursday
of each month (excluding federal holidays) receive free
food from 10 to 11:30 at 1250 Blosser Lane, Willits.

Maundy Thursday Service
at St Francis Church:
All are welcome as we
remember the last supper
and Jesus's mandate to
his disciples to love one
another as he has loved
them, on Thursday, April
2 at 6 pm at St Francis in
the Redwoods Episcopal
Church, Willits.

Friday, April 3

Bake Sale Fundraiser at
the Senior Center: Save
yourself some time and pick
up your Easter desserts at
this bake sale to raise funds
for the Senior Center on
Friday, April 3 from 8:30 am §
to 1 pm at the Willits Senior §
Center.

3 Wiltts Serior Center + 38

Progralru and Services °

Good Friday Service at St Francis Church: Join
us for prayer, the reading of the Passion, and Holy
Communion at noon, with the church remaining open
for private prayer and meditation until 2 pm on Friday,
April 3 at St Francis in the Redwoods Episcopal
Church, Willits.

Create It, Make It, Break It
STEM Activity at Library: This
month is all about the magic of
seeds with this week’s activity
‘Seeds and Sizes' on Friday,
April 3 from 3:30 to 5 pm at the
library. Ages 9 to 14.

Emerald Triangle Tour at
Shanachie Pub: Friday, April
3 at 8 pm. Featuring singer/
songwriter and Americana artist
Tom Freund, guitarist/singer/
songwriter Steven Bates, and
Latchkey, “an invigorating twist
on the Northern California
festival vibe.” 50 South Main
Street.

5PM-8PM

E __&Pnzana \l/ Shanachie Pub

Downtown Willits

Saturday, April 4

Willits Redwood Little League Opening Day
Ceremony: Teams arrive at 8 am, ceremony starts at
8:30 am on Saturday, April 4 at the Little League Fields,
East Commercial Street. Baseball games all day long
after ceremony. Cash calendar drawing for $500 on
opening day.

Indoor Easter Egg Hunt at Willits
Kids’ Corner: Bring the kids for

.« Easter fun to one of three sessions
@ which will each feature an egg
hunt, coloring station, raffle and
photo opportunities with the Beagle
Easter Dog on Saturday, April 4
with sessions from 10 am to noon,
1to 3 pmand 4 to 6 pm at 90 South
Main Street. Cost is $10 per child
($5 for WKC members), and space
is limited so reserve your session
» by calling 707-615-5963 or visit
£ willitskidscorner.com.

T

Witlits Senior Centep

Easter Egg Hunt & Community
| Gathering at Mendo Redwoods
1 RV:Aday of family fun, starting with
Mo 475 an Easter Egg Hunt which will be
¥ divided into three sections by age
group, plus enjoy the hiking trails,
Mini and Disc Golf and the animal
sanctuary. This free event is from

10 am to 2 pm, with egg hunt starting at 10 am, on
Saturday, April 4 at Mendocino Redwoods RV Resort,
1600 Highway 20, Willits.

Easter Vigil at St Francis Church: All are welcome to
attend a short service of prayers
at 10 am and the Easter Vigil at
6 pm which will include kindling
a new fire to light the Paschal
candle, readings, prays, songs,
Holy Communion and the first
proclamation of Easter on
Sunday, April 4 at St Francis
in the Redwoods Episcopal
Church, Willits.

Garry Colson and String
Creek Artisans at WCA:
Join Willits Center for the Arts
for the reception for the April
exhibits, Saturday, April 4 from
6 to 8 pm: “A celebration of art
& community, with snacks and
beverages.” Showcasing Willits
artist Garry Colson, whose
paintings explore landscapes,
animals, and still life in the
north gallery, with a group of
Willits artists and craftspeople known as the String
Creek Artisans, whose work includes fabric collage,
drawing and painting, weaving, fine woodworking,
textiles, assemblage, and musical instruments, in
the south gallery. Galleries are open Fridays through
Sundays from 11 am to 5 pm. Willits Center for the Arts
is located at 71 East Commercial Street. More info on
new website: www.willitscenterforthearts.org.

Tom Relling Band at Shanachie Pub: Saturday, April
4 at 8 pm. Tom Relling’s “hard
rock spin on power-pop merges
clever lyrics, catchy melodies,
and stunning high-energy guitar-
based rock’n’roll.” 50 South Main
Street.

Everyone s invited!

Sunday, April 5
Happy Easter!

Easter Sunrise Service at the
Cross on Sherwood Road: All
are welcome at this community
event of singing, prayer, and a
Bible message followed by a hot
breakfast at Bruce Burton’s barn
on Sunday, April 5 at 6:30 am.
Bring a camp chair if you'd like

-~

K — 5th Grade

“CUB SCOUT INFO *
MEET & GREET

APRIL 22 - 6:30PM
Scout Hut - Rec Grove Park
Willits, CA

Come learn about Cub Scouts and help start a new
pack in our community!

Parents & kids are welcome. Sign up that night if you'd
like to join. There will be snacks and a fun activity for
kids during the meeting!

BRICKHOUSE COFFEEX? |

-'\

Willits Community Celebration
Resurrection Day Sunrise Service

For | delivered to you ﬂ:sl of all
that which | also received: that
Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, and that He was
bulied and that He rose again the

I !ﬁlrﬂ day a::mdlns to the

prmf
0 . )/b Corinthians 15:3-4

WILLITS CENTER FOFI THE

ARTS ...

ART TALKS and WINSLOW HOMER

Friday, April 10 at 6:30

Winslow Homer (1836-1910)
One of the greatest painters of nineteenth-century

71 E. Commercial St.

For More Information
www.willitscenterforthearts.com

to sit, and dress warmly. In the event of rain, service
will be held in the barn. If you would like to volunteer
to bring a dish to share, help as a parking attendant, or
clean up after, please text Steve Thrift at 707-621-3865

Easter Service and Egg Hunt at St Francis Church:
All are welcome to attend the service and joyful
celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus, followed by
an Easter egg hunt for the children and a potluck feast
on Sunday, April 5
at 10 at St Francis
in the Redwoods
Episcopal  Church,
Willits.

Wednesday,
April 8

Second Chance Pet
Program: Second
Wednesdays at
the Willits Food
Bank, 344 Railroad
Avenue, from 11 am
to 2 pm. “We provide
items to folks in
need of food, flea
and tick meds, beds,
leashes, collars, harnesses, food dishes for their dogs
and cats. Donations of new or lightly used pet items
are very much appreciated! We have drop off spots at
Sparetime Garden Center, Dip n Dazzle Pet Grooming,
and JD Redhouse.”

2MuchFun! at Brickhouse Coffee: Wednesday
lunchtime live music series features 2MuchFun! with
Dave Pierce, Vocals, Guitar, Synths, and Paul Haley,
Vocals, Guitar, Keys, brewing up more
of your musical faves. Wednesday,
April 8 at noon at Brickhouse Coffee, 3
South Main Street.

Thursday, April 9

Willits Farmers Market: First week
A at City Park for the summer: Join your
neighbors Thursday, April 9 from 3
to 5:30 pm for the freshest produce
available, local meat, farm fresh eggs,
hot and cold food from local businesses,
along with crafts, live music, the new
edition of Willits Weekly, and more. The
market honors EBT and WIC cards
and matches benefits to double your
dollars.

Willits Food Bank

or until supplies last

Invite your friends!
— 350 Sherwood Hu_d( 4-5-2026

6:30 a.m.

i

the service

ill be held in the barn)

Willits, CA. 95490

$200 (9; ooaj ;

PER TEAM
{OR AIBS COMPETITION

R R NOW!
CONTACT JERAMY: (707) 367-8565
RIBS COMPETITION: CONVACT JEFF (707) 367-2219

HOLE SPONSORSHIPS: CONTACT JERAMY (707) 367-8565
——— All PROCEENS RENEEIT ARNNKTRAI € FIRE NFPARTMENT

START TIME Y

x * * & *
SAVE THE DATE

FRIDAY, JUNE 19TH

WILLITS FRONTIER DAYS
HOMETOWN CELEBRATION!

WE'RE KICKING OFF THE

100™ YEAR ANNIVERSARY
WITH A PARTY ON MAIN STREET

VENDOR APPLICATIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE BY 4/15.
TO SECURE YOUR SPOT. PLEASE SEND AN EMAIL TO.

WFD.HOMETOWNCELEBRATION@GMAIL.COM

* k k% % %

Lo

S Willts Community Theatre

ANIKA SNYDER

Student poets from Willits High School

Saturday April 11 at 7 p:m.

Willits Community Theatre « 37 W. Van Lane

Open Reading to follow

Donation Requested, but no one turned away due to lack of funds

Presents
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Helping pets in need
Free flea flea and tick medicine, collars, leashes, jackets,
and limited amount of fleaftick meds for cats.
Free cat and dog food.

April 8th, 2026, 11- 2pm

10:00-11:00 Games
« Vendors
* Arts & Crafts

¥ Free Games & Prizes
X1 @ Face Painting
»- ‘i Snacks & Food

| , " JOIN US For EASTER FUN! -

Friday, April 10

‘Comedy for a Cause-Sober Grad Edition’
at Noyo Theater: 5th annual fundraiser will
benefit Willits High School's Sober Graduation
with headliner Marc Yaffee, co-star of the historic
Showtime special, “Goin’ Native” and featuring
Becky Lynn, a fixture in the Northern California
comedy scene. Plus, the
comic stylings of Jacob
Blaeser, Mendo County’s
own singer/songwriter
# Neveah Travis, and hosted
B by ‘The Bern Man” Jake
Bernie. Doors open at 6 pm
on Friday, April 10 at the
Noyo Theater. Tickets are
y $30; reserve your seat before
e they sell out at Eventbrite.
com or Allevents.in/willits

WCA Art Talk on Winslow
Homer: Willits Center for the Arts
April Art Talk is on Winslow Homer
(1836 to 1910) “one of the greatest
painters of the 19th century.” Friday,
April 10 at 6:30 pm at WCA, 71 East
Commercial St. More info: www.willitscenterforthearts.
com

Towse at Shanachie Pub: Friday, April 10 at 8 pm.
This London based duo with violin, piano and two
voices plays feelings-forward-folk-pop with a sense of
humor and theatrical energy. 50 South Main Street.

Saturday, April 11

Food Security Town Hall Meeting #3: “Our next
steps -from ideas to actions,” Saturday, April 11 from
11 am to 1 pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School
Street. “Farmers, we need you! We need more land
for farming and backyard gardens.... Come to be part
of the solution — how to feed our community in these
uncertain times.” Food Bank collection bin on site.

Celebrating Young Poets at WCT: Starlight Poetry
series features Mendocino County Poet Anika
Snyder, “is a vibrant 25-year-old whose poetry takes
inspiration from famed humorists like Dorothy Parker,
Kurt Vonnegut, and Joseph Heller,” along with several
Willits High School students at the Willits Community
Theatre Playhouse, 37 West Van Lane, Saturday, April
11 at 7 pm. Open mic follows. Entry by donation; no
one turned away for lack of funds.

APRIL4 | 10:00aM-11: 30n|v|
@ WILLITS HIGH SCHOOL

4 & Under: FREE
.Ages5&up: $10

S

Brmg yaur fnends & farruly fora mnrmug of fuu'

o ]
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“COMEDY 2.

FRIDAY = APRIL 10

N
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woee OrEE AT 50 S TR OO TEE O A GG
COMEET mags TIHGrs-Riilre
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1990s Adult Prom

Willits Women in Business are hosting an Adult
Prom at the Willits Community Center — Back to the
'90s! Nostalgia, dancing, drinks, and fun, 7 to 11
pm. 18+ years are welcome! $39 tickets — purchase
online or in-person at Willits Power, Monkey Wrench
or Humm MedSpa. A portion of proceeds will fund a
scholarship for a local high school senior. More info:
https://willitswomeninbusiness.com/

Steve Eberhard’s photos

featured at the Pub

Willits photographer Steve Eberhard’'s photos are
featured at the
Shanachie  Pub
as part of their
20th  anniversary
celebration in
April. “We're
gearing up to start
celebrating our
26th  anniversary
on April 15, and
thought that the
best way to celebrate is with an homage to the past!
You'll see familiar faces in the crowds and rocking the
stage, so be sure to come check out the snapshots
he’s captured of the pub’s heyday! Find more of
Eberhard’s photography at www.photocogitator.com

I wiurs |

REDWOOD LITTLE
LEAGUE
OPENING DAY
CEREMONY

Saturday April 42026
Arrival: 8:00am
Start time: 8:30am

Little League Fields

WILLITS CENTER FOR THE
I presents

Tai Hei Shakuhachi - M. Levensen  Blooming Suniise - A, Boasinger Klarnath River - T, Ross Bulner

String Creek Artisans

Alyssa Gilman, Josie Wilkersan, Nealey Sims, Sev Boosinger, Donna D' Teres, Amy Rose Boosinger,
Zach Mebenzahl, Jo Britton, Russ Cobbe, Monty Levenson, Alyssa Gilman, Tiah Ross Butner. Paul Ruiz-Lopez
AND

Garry Colson

OPENING APRIL 4 *** 6-8pm
Art, Refreshments, & Community ** A free event **

Walker Road - G. Colson Owl - G. Colson

Hopland Bar- G, Colson
Galleries open Fridays Saturdays & Sundays thru April 26  11-5pm
WCA * 71 East Commercial St., Willits * www.wiliitscenterfortheasrts.org

3 ' Tribes’ efforts to 3

| o0 & SPIRIT RUNNERS'S _
BN B LGSR " PRAYERRUN ggeas
§ STATE FOREST - = APRIL12™

L il
=F 10AM-3PM GBS
CAMP ONE JACKSON
e STATE FOREST g
preserve and i — ;

 protect the forest Jii

ORE DETAILS AT
AVEJACKSON.ORG |
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Above: Attendees at the 2025 Flock

- Together Festival tour the sheep barn.
- At left: Sheep flock together at the 2025

festival, held at Ridgewood Ranch on

a chilly day of freezing rain. Below,

left: Working on a sheep fleece. Below,

. right: The sheep barn at the 5,000 acre

Ridgewood Ranch south of Willits. At

bottom, right: The ranch-to-table lunch

at last year’s Flock Together Festival at

Ridgewood Ranch.

FOR 3™
DISTRICT
SUPERVISOR

“Bringing Our
Communities
Together to Get
Things Done"”

>ET INVOLVED:

COM

afety Experience

Ad Paid for by Elect Buffey Bourassa for District 3 Supervisor 2026

FPPC 1488011

You have a lot to manage.
You don't have to be
alone with stress, anxiety

or depression.

Servicios de salud mental
disponibles en espariol

| INSURED OR |
UNINSURED,
WE HAVE
OPTIONS. .-

Working with a mental health
professional can improve
many areas of your life.

MCHC has professionals who
can help. Get help today.

CONTACT MCHC'S BEHAVIORAL

Photos courtesy Headwaters Grazing  threshed and milled before being flipped

HEALTH FOR AN APPOINTMENT.
(707) 468-1010 MCHCINC.ORG

HILLSIDE | DORA ST | LITTLE LAKE | LAKEVIEW

PRIMARY CARE - WOMEN'S HEALTH - PEDIATRICS

DENTISTRY - BEHAVORIAL HEALTH « SPECIALTY CARE

Flock Together Festival returns
to Ridgewood Ranch, April 25

Submitted by Headwaters Grazing

The thrills of ranch life take center stage
this spring as Flock Together Festival
returns to the historic Ridgewood Ranch on
Saturday, April 25 for a full-day celebration
of sheep, farming, and agrarian culture.
Equal parts gritty workday and joyful
gathering, the festival invites people of all
ages behind the gates of a working ranch
to experience rural life in motion.

Rooted in the belief that many hands
make light work, the festival emphasizes
connection, curiosity, and collective joy.
Visitors are encouraged to get their hands
dirty, ask questions, and experience
farmers and ranchers in their natural
habitat: working, teaching, and celebrating
together.

Planned activities include:

At the heart of the event is live sheep
shearing, happening all day, 10 am to 3
pm, as professional shearers work the
floor while guests watch, ask questions,
and help skirt wool. Around them, the .
ranch comes alive: Spinners turn fleece .
into yarn, dogs herd sheep, grain is

+  Sheep shearing all day, with
hands-on wool skirting

*  Ranch-to-table lunch
Sheep dog demonstrations

Fiber arts demonstrations and
activities

into  fresh pancakes. Lambs bounce * Equipment parade
through the grass, as a horse and *
equipment parade rolls by, and trombones .
sound. Many gather for a communal
ranch lunch featuring ranch-raised beef
and lamb, served in working agricultural
spaces.

Barn Theater film projections

Grain threshing, milling, and
pancake flipping

+  Seed cleaning and wheat weaving
*  Mendocino sheep ranching history

Following last year's wildly successful ~ * Live music

inauguration, when more than 200 people .
showed up, despite freezing rain, the
Flock Together Festival is expanding in .
2026. The event takes place in Ridgewood
Ranch’'s storied Dairy Barn Complex,
including the Seabiscuit-era Mare Barn .
and the 1960s Hay Barn and Dairy Parlor.
This year, even more of the historic site
- will be activated with demonstrations,
hands-on activities, and immersive scenes
highlighting the daily work of the ranch.

Soil science projections and
microscope explorations

Fire engine demonstrations
+  Farmers market
And more

Flock Together Festival takes place
Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 10 am
to 3 pm, at Ridgewood Ranch, take
Ridgewood Ranch Road off Highway
101 south of Willits. All are welcome to
join this energetic, all-ages celebration
of rural culture, working landscapes, and
community.

Admission: $5 entry (kids free), $20
lunch ($10 kids lunch). Discount if
purchased in advance. For tickets: www.
headwatersgrazing.com/flocktogether

“Flock Together is about opening gates
and coming together in our working
spaces,” says shepherd Ryen Wright of
Headwaters Grazing. “It's a chance for
folks to experience agriculture not as an
idea, but as the living, joyful, hard work we
do together.”

‘cat. Sleep. Music.”
Jeff Buckley

{9 Be The Antidote - Willits

betheantidote@gmail.com

BROOKSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
TK-Kindergarten Registration Now Open

To pre-register go to www.willitsunified.com
Para registrar a su estudiante ve a www.willitsunified.com

Kindergarten - age 5 by September 1, 2026
Transitional Kindergarten - age 4 by September 1, 2026
Kinder - 5 anos antes de Septiembre 1, 2026
Trancision de Kinder - 4 aiios de Septiembre 1, 2026

TK/Kinder Round-Up April 15, 2026 from 8-3 pm @Brookside
Reunion de TK/Kinder el 15 de abril de 2026 de 8 a 3 p. m. @Brookside

Please bring the following documents to Brookside on April 15th:
Por favor traiga los siguientes documentos a Brookside el 15 de abril:

Birth Certificate/ Certificado de nacimiento
Immunization Record/ Registro de vacunacién

Your child for a brief informal assessment/ Su hijo para una breve
evaluacion informal

If yo questions please call the Brookside office at (707) 459-5385 or visit our website
at www.willitsunified.com/o/brookside

Si tiene alguna pregunta, llame a la oficina de Brookside al (707) 459-5385 or visite
nuestro sitio web www.willitsunified.com/o/brookside

Pg. 10
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The rest of

Brookside TK/
Kindergarten
Registration

Brookside Elementary
TK/Kindergarten
registration is  now
open. To register go
to  www.willitsunified.
com. Kindergarten:
age 5 by Sept. 1, 2026;
TK: age 4 by Sept. 1,
2026. Ya esta abierta
la inscripcion  para
el programa de TK/
Kinder de la Escuela
Primaria Brookside.
Para inscribirse, visite
www.willitsunified.com.
Kinder: 5 afios antes
del 1 de septiembre de
2026. TK: 4 afios antes
del 1 de septiembre de
2026.

Brown Bag
Lunch Program

Every Saturday at
1 pm sack lunches
are served by local
churches, community
organizations, and
families at Bud
Snider Park on East
Commercial. Come at
1 pm to be assured a
lunch!

Do you need
food?

Willits  Food  Bank,
344 Railroad Avenue,
Willits, CA  95490.
Open Wednesdays &
Fridays, 11 am to 4:30
pm. New Client Choice
model where you select
your own items. Bring
shopping bags, Bring
an |.D. Info: (707) 459-
3333

For Rent

Clean & Quiet, Upstairs
Studio apt, close to
downtown, W/D facility
on hand, $800.00 per
month & Sec. deposit.
Call Armco 707-354-
0048.

For Rent

2 Bdrm. 1-1/2 bath
close to  shopping
center, small backyard,
W/D facility on hand,
garbage paid, $1350.00
& Sec. deposit. Call
Armco 707-354-0048.

Anna
Juddin

AItiStI her art

studio.

From page 7

That mural taught me
something | keep coming
back to: The best art
happens (and we become
our best selves) whenwe are
creating something together.
Today, | work primarily with
private collectors on deeply
personal commission paintings created one-on-one, in real
time. They give me their most potent story, and together we
give it color and life.

For Rent
Commercial Office
Space at Little Lake
Grange. $500 + gas/
mo. + $500 refundable
deposit. Clean, Quiet,
Available  Immediately.
707-459-9716 or
willitsgrange@gmail.
com for more info.

For Sale

White bathroom vanity
cabinet, no  sink.
Levelers under legs,
heavy and  sturdy
construction. Two
cabinet doors on front
and shelf below. 34.5”
x 21.5" x 24" Pick up in
downtown Willits.  $30
707-972-7047.

For Sale

Five piece storage /
entertainment  center
| lighted bookcase /
display extravagnaza.
Dark green and light
tan, super solid and
really heavy. Two cases
have glass fronts, two
cabinets also have
lighted display and glass
shelves. $300/obo. Pick
up in downtown Willits.
707-972-7047.

RV/Trailer
Space for Rent

Space for RV's and
Trailers - starts at $500
per month, includes
water & garbage. Close
to Safeway in Willits.
Call Tony (707) 972-
4696. See at http:/
www.oaknvine.net/tp

Spiritual
Wisdom on
Solving Life’s
Problems

Join us for an open
spiritual ~ discussion.
Tuesday, April 7, 11:00
- noon, Willits Library,
390 E. Commercial
St. Questions?  Call
Joy, (707)  367-
3777. Sponsored by
Eckankar of CA &
NV. (This program is
neither sponsored by
nor affiliated with the
Mendocino County
Library.)

Five of my abstract works are currently hanging at the
Willits branch of the Savings Bank of Mendocino County
for the next two months. My newsletter “Feral But Friendly”
is where | think out loud about art, nature, and the virtue of
talking to plants.

I'm wildly interested in facilitating more projects locally.
Specifically, murals. I'd love to make this town more vibrant
and beautiful. If you have any ideas, please reach out. I've
got my eye on at least seven buildings that are begging for
a glow up: anna@annajudd.com annajudd.com annajudd.
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NOTICE OF SALE OF
GOODS TO SATISFY
SELF STORAGE FACILITY LIEN

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned
intends to sell the personal property described
below to enforce a lien imposed under the California
Self-Service Storage Facility Act on said property
pursuant to Sections 21700-21716 of the Business &
Professions Code, Section 2328 of the UCC, Section
535 of the Penal Code and Provisions of the Civil
Code. The undersigned will sell by competitive bidding
online at storageauctions.com starting April 6th @
8 AM ending April 14th @ 8PM the following said
property stored at Cougars Closet || Mini Storage 317
Robert Drive Willits, CA 95490 County of Mendocino
State of California.

Andrew Augustine G-12, Tiffany Hobbs G-13,
Jimmy Sorrels F-25, Omar Soto C-4, James Coylar
C-22, Cathy Tucker D-11, Odie Blagg D-3, Erin Young
B-16, Brian Nolan H-18

The goods are described as miscellaneous
household items & boxes, (contents unknown),
clothes, furniture, tools and miscellaneous articles.
Purchases must be paid for and picked up within 72
Hours of winning bid by credit/debit or cash

All purchased items sold as -is where-is and must
be removed within 72 hours of sale. Sale is subject to
cancellation in the event of settlement between owner
and obligated party.

Dated this 26th day of March 2026 & 2nd day of
April 2026 by Cougars Closet Il Mini-Storage 707-
259-0159

Publication Dates: March 26 and April 2 2026

Locally raised in Willits,

organically fed and
pasture raised

Beef, Pork and Lamb

Personal and
Commercial orders
available

NATURALLY RAISED MEAT

EASTSIDE RANCH
XA

LITT T
Contact Melissa at
(707) 513-5705 | eastsideranchwillits@gmail.com

Rotary;

Club of Willits

Serw‘ng ou @ommuni{y Siice 1948

www.willitsrotary.org
WillitsRotaryClub@gmail.com
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

BARBARA JEAN DECAILLET

CASE NO. 26PR00474

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate or both BARBARA
JEAN DECAILLET

A Petition for Probate has been filed by AARON
DECAILLET in the Superior Court of California,
County of Mendocino. The Petition for Probate
requests that AARON DECAILLET be appointed as
personal representative to administer the estate of
the decedent.

The petition requests authority to administer the estate
under the Independent Administration of Estates Act.
(This authority will allow the personal representative
to take many actions without obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very important actions, however,
the personal representative will be required to give
notice to interested persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed action.) The
independent administration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause why the court should
not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition will be held in this court as
follows: Date: April 17, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. in Dept.: E
of the Mendocino County Superior Court, located at
100 N. State Street, Ukiah, California 95482.

If you object to the granting of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state your objections or file
written objections with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the
decedent, you must file your claim with the court and
mail a copy to the personal representative appointed
by the court within the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of
the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice
under section 9052 of the California Probate Code.

Other California statutes and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in California law.

You may examine the file kept by the court. If you are
a person interested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154)
of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code Section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner: Alexander C. Rich, CARTER
RICHPC, 716 S. Main St., Suite A1 Willits, CA 95430
Telephone: 707-456-9210

Publication Dates: March 26, April 2, and April 9,
2026
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ITits Yveekly Fictitious Business
canrun Name Statement
legal notices 2026-F0121
N B The following person or
Includlng persons are doing business as
s Moon Lady, 100 S. Main St.,
fictitious Willits, CA 95490; 707-272-
. 2772. Mailing address: 1571 S.
business name Main St., Willits CA 95490,
Registered owner: Three Girls
Sta temen ts’ LLC, 1571 S. Main St., Willits
CA 95490; state of
foreclosure incorporation: California.
notices This business is conducted by
t ’ . t a limited liability company.
S Orag euni The registrant commenced to
1 transact business under the
auctlons, and fictitious business name listed
more. Co ntact above on March 18, 2026.
FBN statement filed with the
us for more Mendocino County Clerk
in forma tion a t Recorder on March 19, 2026.
L /s/ Hannah K. Boutbhillier,
willitsweekly@ Managing Officer
. Publication Dates: April 2, 9,
gmall.com 16, 23, 2026

WW599 WW598

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2026-F0094

The following person or
persons are doing
business as Multitalents,
1981 East Hill Rd.,
Willits, CA 95490;
mailing address: 280 E.
Commercial St., #310,
Willits, CA 95490.

Registered owner: Tim
Rice, 1981 East Hill Rd.,
Willits, CA 95490.

. ) ) This business is
This business is conducted by conducted by an

a trust. individual.

The registrant
commenced to transact
business under the
fictitious business name
listed above on 1990 ?,
Jan. 1.

FBN statement filed with
the Mendocino County
Clerk Recorder on
March 2, 2026.

/s/ Tim Rice

Publication Dates: March
12, 19, 26, April 2, 2026

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2026-F0115

The following person or
persons are doing business as
Willits Animal Hospital, 20000
Hollands Lane, Willits, CA
95490; 707-459-6723.

Registered owner: Fred S.
Jacobs Trustee, 19612 South
Main St., Willits, CA 95490.

The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on February 1, 1998.

FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk
Recorder on March 12, 2026.

/s/ Fred S. Jacobs

Publication Dates: March 19,
26, April 2,9, 2026

substack.com
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Kathy Rippey

We're still grieving the passing of our
dear friend Kathleen A. Rippey. She
died unexpectedly of heart failure on
Thanksgiving morning, November 27, 2025
at a hospital in Santa Rosa. She was born
August 6, 1949.

Music played an integral part throughout

KZYX and was hosting her own New
Orlean’s music program “Get On Up” and
later became a board member. Music is my
religion, she used to say.

An avid reader and fierce advocate for
fairess and justice, Kathy stayed engaged
with community and political issues until

Ife, starting in her She loved going to live
father's record concerts  with  friends,
store in Mllwaukee -- watching a good movie,
while  growing  up. playing a game of
Though she spent Mexican Train, and going
years working as a swimming or  soaking
paralegal, grant writer, [ at Orr Hot Springs.

and other roles, she !
always kept a hand in
the music world.

She enjoyed laughing,
sharing good food, and
conversing with friends at
When she realized a party.
her dream of moving
to New Orleans, she
proudly worked for
Offoeat ~ Magazine,
the city’s preeminent
source  of  New
Orlean’s music culture and business. After
being blown out of the city by Hurricane
Katrina, she found a new home first near,
and later in Willits.

Kathy, we miss you!

A celebration of life will
be held on Sunday, April
12, 11 am to 2 pm at the
Grange in Willits.

It's a potluck. A dish or dessert to share
will be appreciated. Various drinks are
provided, including coffee and tea. The
celebration will feature music from Kathy’s

At some point she got involved with radio show “Get On Up.”

Michael
(ameron Weaver

June 8, 1946 - March 10, 2026

Michael Cameron Weaver, age 79, passed
away peacefully in Oklahoma on Tuesday,
March 10, 2026, following a brief illness.
He was bom on June 8, 1946, in Pittsburg,
California. He was preceded in death by
his beloved wife, Karin Yde Weaver; his
parents Ezra Aaron Weaver and Barbara
Lucille Dunaway; his grandparents, George
Washington Dunaway and Tinnie Belle
Dunaway; his sister Nora Louise Aguayo;
his brother William Wallace Weaver; and his
nephew Will Barber Weaver.

Michael is survived by a large and loving family, including his sister Loretta
Arlene Little (Allen); his daughters Nancy Lee Schaefers (Scott); Karen Lynn
Wilwand; Stacy Alice Underhill (Gary); and his stepchildren Edgar Best (Mona
Gail); and Signe Carr (Jack). He was a proud grandfather to grandsons Michael
Troedel and Chadd Troedel and granddaughter Camryn Christensen, and his
step-grandchildren Lester Best and Jessica Best.

Michael is also survived by several nieces, nephews and extended family
members, including nieces Janice Hammel (Chris) and their children Melissa,
Matthew and Sarah; Cathy Little and her daughter Cayla; nephew Mark Little
(Felicia) and their daughter Destiny; nephew Matt Weaver (Elaine) and their
daughters Tiana and Mesayla; as well as nephews Benjamin Aguayo, (son
Aries); Aaron Aguayo; Rojelio Aguayo; (daughter Malia); and niece Amanda
Aguayo (Jesus Ochoa) children Ariana Franco, Eder Franco, Issa Ocho.

Mike was raised in Pittsburg, California, and grew up with many close family
members. He lived in a few towns in the Bay Area before relocating to Willits in
1976. There he built a house in the mountains northwest of Willits for his family.
He later moved into the town of Willits and lived there with his wife, Karin Yde
for many years before they both moved to Oklahoma

Mike lived life with enthusiasm and curiosity. In his younger years, he was
known for his adventurous spirit and the many friendships that came with it.
He loved hanging out with his many close friends and family, enjoying bar-b-
ques, family holidays, and doing social activities in the Bay Area, and also later
in Willits. He found great joy in camping, fishing and hunting, and especially
enjoyed target shooting and varmint hunting. He had a fondness for gun shows
and took pride in collecting vintage guns and knives.

Mike was a man of many talents and interests. He loved metal detecting
and took great pleasure in discovering coins, jewelry and hidden treasures.
A skilled woodworker, he crafted countless unique and meaningful pieces for
family and friends. He was an excellent cook and was especially known for his
barbeque. He also had a love of countless old movies and television shows.
His collection of them was vast.

Above all, Mike was a devoted animal lover who always had dogs and cats
by his side. His beloved dog Goose, a Newfoundland, held a special place in
his heart and remained dearly missed throughout the years.

Mike will be remembered by his strength, his generosity, and his enduring
love for family and friends. His legacy lives on in the stories shared, the
memories cherished, and the many lives he touched. He will be deeply missed
and forever remembered.

NOYI

Willits, CA.

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
707-459-6660
www.noyotheater.com

MARIO BROS
GALAXY MOVIE

(PG) 1H 38min \ s |
Fri:
2:45, 5:00, 7:15

Sat/Sun:
2:45, 5:00, 7:15

Wed/Thurs:
2:45, 5:00, 7:15

Fri:
3:15, 6:30
Sat/Sun:
3:15, 6:30

Wed/Thurs:
3:15, 6:30

Theater

Showtimes: April 3 to April 9

Furry Friends Hoping for a Home

Intelligent
Riley

Riley is a sweet girl
that is looking for an
adult-only home that will
give her love, stability, a
safe space, and training.
She has been in and
out of shelters for many
years, through no fault
of her own, and needs a
chance to decompress,
acclimate, and to be given the chance to be
a part of a loving family.

She is highly treat-motivated, athletic,
and whip-smart. Shy at first, Riley bonds
quickly to her humans. She is very playful,
has loads of energy, but also knows how to
cuddle up at the end of the day. As with many
shelter dogs, Riley is an excellent candidate
for consistent training and a family that can
help her reach her potential.

To learn more about Riley, or to view
other adoptable animals, visit www.
milofoundation.org or the Milo Foundation
Sanctuary Facebook page. The sanctuary is
currently doing petadoptions by appointment
only. Please complete a pet-
adoption application before
requesting an appointment.
You can reach the Milo
Foundation at 459-4900.

Amusing Mrs.
Doubtfire

Filled with an enthusiasm
for life, Mrs. Doubffire is
always ready to meet new
people and make great
impressions. She is a fun
little cat who enjoys feline
company and spring toys.

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino
is located at 9700 Uva Drive in Redwood
Valley. Feel free to visit us, no appointments
needed! We are open Wednesday through
Friday, 1 to 5 pm; Saturday and Sunday, 11
am to 3 pm; closed Monday and Tuesday.
Check out all of our available dogs and cats
on our website: www.mendohumanesociety.
com, on our Facebook page, and on www.
petfinder.com. Call 707-485-0123 for more
information.

Faithful Jack

Jack was found in
Hopland with another
dog trying to survive
in a ravine next to a
vineyard. Once they
were found, it was
evident that Jack had =
an old injury most likely
caused from being hit
by a car. The dogs had
been out for months
and when finally
arrived at the shelter

they were emaciated.
Jack was sent to the
vet and x-rays showed
he had a fractured hip
and needed surgery.
Unfortunately, because
he was so emaciated he
needed to gain weight
and build some muscle,
so he landed in a foster
home. Jack had surgery
and is now in recovery.

He was quite shy
when arriving at the shelter but has gained
confidence and is learning that new people
equals treats and pets. Jack loves to be
petted, is potty-trained and goes to the door
when he needs to go out and learned this in
two days. He is also crate-trained but will let
you know when he feels he has been in the
crate too long or needs to go out. He sleeps
in his crate all night. He has been left alone
in the house and has not been destructive
and been a very good boy. Jack loves
hanging out on his dog bed in the evening
with his people and will demand attention
when he needs pets. He takes treats gently
and it only takes a minute to warm up to new
people and then
they will become his
best friend, just don’t
rush new meetings.

He LOVES toys

and will entertain
himself. He has
been great with

other dogs while in
his crate but hasn't
met new dogs due
to his injury. If he has
a treat, he may give
a quiet growl, letting
intruders know the treat is his and they are
too close for his comfort and he isn't into
sharing. Jack will not be a running partner,
due to his injury but does well on a leash
for gentle walks. Although he doesn't like
getting into cars, he is very good for the ride.
Jack has won over the heart of everyone he
meets. He is a sweet, goofy guy and the staff
at the vet hospital where he had surgery fell
in love with him. Jack will keep you laughing
and will be a very loyal dog.

The Mendocino County Animal Shelter,
located at 298 Plant Road in Ukiah, is
open to the public from
9:30 am to 5 pm Tuesday
- through Friday, and 10
am to 3 pm on Saturdays
(closed for lunch each
day from 1 to 1:30 pm).
- Make sure to pre-fill out
the adoption application
available at  www.
mendoanimalshelter.com.
Call 707-463-4427 for
more information.

' Rosie was left at Ukiah dog pound early Dec. Maybe 2 months old.
Now (Mar 2026) at least 6 months old by Veterinarian exam of teeth. .
Undernourished 33 Ibs when discovered at Ukiah pound, spayed 2 i
)
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days prior to my visit there. Rosie has softest shiny coat and glorious
athleticism chasing balls. No issues at Willits Dog Park with numerous
breeds. Calm all day-long ride to Santa Rosa with a few wanders on
. leash w me. New owner is aging, and house care becoming more
ﬂ complicated w/digging outdoors for underground critters. And efforts to "\
| . dig under fences to gain freedom. Needs more active household, more ‘
jl.L/ exercise on and off leash. Will be a great swimmer when seasons .
J" return to warmer water. No fees except an official county dog license
W« _“needs to be applied for and put on her collar. All med info will s R
travel with her to your welcoming home. . '

carol@carolorton.com

707-972-6333
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THEATER 1 DELUXE LUXURY RECLINERS, LASER PROJECTION

PROJECT HAIL MARY

(PG) 1H 29min

Closed Monday/Tuesday

(R) 2H 6 min
Fri:
3:00, 5:15, 7:30

Sat/Sun:
3:00, 5:15, 7:30

Wed/Thurs:
3:00, 5:15, 7:30

EPIC, ELVIS PRESLY
IN CONCERT

Thrifty Thursday: $8.00 tickets. Thrifty Thursday films this week in red.

We now have @

cggﬁgn
Wednesdays

This means that, when available, overy
show on Wednesdays will have sublities

ey g §‘§

POPCORN. mvas” =%

~ marstheater.con
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Record 30,000 endangered Coho salmon
return to Mendocino Coast rivers

Submitted by NOAA Fisheries

Back-to-back record spawning
seasons suggest that reconnecting
tributaries and restoring salmon
habitat is supporting population
growth in Mendocino County for
one of the most endangered coho
salmon, the Central California
Coast Coho. NOAA has funded
more than 100 restoration projects
on the Mendocino Coast.

During the 2024-2025 spawning
season, endangered  Central
California Coast coho salmon
migrated to Mendocino Coast rivers
in numbers few scientists thought
they would see in their careers.
Monitoring teams estimated that
more than 30,000 adult coho
returned, double the previous
season’s record-breaking return
of 15,000 coho. These numbers
represent a significant leap from
the past decade, where as few as
3,000 fish returned annually.

Several factors contributed to
this surge. Many scientists believe
that  reconnecting  spawning
streams to mainstem rivers and
other large-scale habitat restoration
projects significantly boosted their
productivity and abundance. These
actions expanded and improved
the habitat available for salmon
to spawn and grow. Since 2000,
NOAA has supported more than
100 restoration projects across the
region.

For biologists and restoration
practitioners who have spent
decades surveying streams with
few or no fish, the new numbers
feel profound.

‘| am overjoyed—everybody’s
just ecstatic about how many coho
there are,” said NOAA Marine
Habitat ~ Resource  Specialist
Joe Pecharich, who has been
supporting restoration projects in
the region for 20 years. “We have
conducted intensive sampling since
2009 in these watersheds, and
many of us never thought we’d see
something like this in our lifetime.”

Central California Coast coho
salmon are the most endangered
subset of the coho salmon species.
The rivers of the Mendocino Coast
are part of their range between
Santa Cruz in the south and Punta
Gorda in Northern California. While
other areas have seen increases in
CCC coho salmon, the Mendocino
Coast returns are the most
dramatic.

To estimate the number of
returns on the Mendocino Coast,
monitoring teams conduct surveys
across roughly 500 miles of habitat.
The teams are led by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife,
with funding from NOAA Fisheries.
Staff from the Pacific Marine
Fisheries Commission, Mendocino
Redwood Company, and Redwood
Timber Company participate in the
effort.

Teams visit randomly selected
stream  sections, known as
‘reaches,” every two weeks during
spawning season. They count adult
fish and redds—gravel nests built
by spawning females. At life-cycle
monitoring stations crews track
juvenile fish traveling downstream
and adult fish traveling upstream.
They use this information and other
data to estimate watershed-wide
populations.

Members of the monitoring
teams reported that counting fish
during the 2024-2025 migration
was exhausting but exhilarating.

David Ulrich, a senior scientist
at Mendocino Redwood Company,
said that in previous years, his
team typically surveyed two stream
reaches per day on the North Fork
Navarro River. Last year, they
barely covered half a reach on
some days.

‘In the past, we’'d have days
where we wouldn't see any fish,”
Ulrich said. “Last year we were
seeing 50 to 100 fish a day during

the height of the spawning season.”

Other team members nearly
tripped over salmon while crossing
streams.

Scientists believe decades of
habitat restoration are beginning to
pay off.

“‘In combination with improved
fisheries management, the
Mendocino Coastshows the value of
restoration and watershed health,”
Joshua Fuller, NOAAs Coastal
California Branch supervisor, said.
“When good ocean conditions and
good hydrology align, restored
habitat allows fish to take full
advantage of those conditions.”

Over the past two decades,
NOAA Fisheries’ Pacific Coastal
Salmon Recovery Fund and the
Office of Habitat Conservation
have invested heavily in rebuilding
habitat across Mendocino Coast
watersheds.

By replacing barriers to fish
passage—such as undersized road
culverts—with fish-friendly designs,
restoration partners have reopened
access to spawning and rearing
habitat.

“We don’t want to write off an
area just because we haven't seen
coho there,” Gallagher said. “When
we increase connectivity in the
upper and lower reaches, salmon
move in and use that space.”

NOAAs Office of Habitat
Conservation currently funds Trout
Unlimited to remove barriers in the
Navarro, Big, Garcia, and Noyo
River watersheds.

Coho salmon have a 3-year life
cycle, spending about 18 months
in freshwater and 18 months in the
ocean. The adults that returned
in winter 2024-2025 were born to
parents that spawned in the winter
of 2021-2022.

Many complex factors impact
salmon numbers, and pinpointing
the exact causes is extremely
difficult. However, according to
NOAA Fisheries scientist Nate
Mantua,  several  conditions
aligned. When the parents of the
2024-2025 spawners migrated
upstream in 2021, fall rains
provided enough water for them
to access to tributaries higher up
in the watershed. When juveniles
migrated to sea in 2023, stream
flows were also favorable.

Marine survival appears to have
improved as well.

“From our life cycle monitoring
station on Pudding Creek, we found
that marine survival was around 8
percent last year,” said Gallagher.
“Usually, we're hovering around
2 percent or lower. That suggests
more favorable ocean conditions.”

Scientists  also  point to
conservative ocean management
measures and changes to
California forest practice rules that
reduce logging impacts in salmon
habitat.

Recovering CCC coho will
require sustained effort in both
freshwater and ocean ecosystems.
The species remains endangered,
and increasingly erratic cycles of
drought and intense winter storms
continue to pose risks.

Monitoring for the 2025-2026
season will continue through May,
but early observations suggest
another strong year despite
frequent storms.

“We've seen somewhere around
400 coho on the North Fork Navarro
so far,” Ulrich said in mid-February.
“That's way up past our normal
estimates.”

Two consecutive record seasons
do not guarantee recovery. But they
signal that long-term investments
in restoration, monitoring, and
management are reshaping the
future of this endangered species.

The rest of
Kitchenl From page 2

clients receiving not only nourishment, but also kindness,

dignity, and connection.

Over the years, Caring Kitchen became a meaningful
part of many lives in Mendocino County. We are deeply

grateful to Tarney, April, the many volunteers,

partners, and supporters who shaped this work and

helped it grow.

As we move through this transition, we want to
recognize the heart that built Caring Kitchen and the

lasting difference it has made in our community.

Do you have a story or special memory of Caring
Kitchen that you would like to share? Please send your
thoughts and memories to communications@ncoinc.org

The rest of .
Brooktrails

Alaniz also noted that the second round of
abatement letters,1,400 total, have been mailed
to residents in order to get abatement on the
properties.

I From page 1

She also announced that the Brooktrails
business office has relocated across the street
from its former location.

The Brooktrails Fire Department has scheduled
a Golf Tournament on May 16 that also includes
a Ribs and Putting Competition, starting at 9 am.
Cost is $200 per team for the Ribs Competition.
See event poster in this week’s Willits Weekly
Calendar for more information on how to register.

Candidate for Third District supervisor Buffey
Wright Bourassa spoke to the group and
emphasized that communication, emergency
preparedness, and coordination are critical and
among her top priorities.

Eric Hart, candidate for Third District supervisor,
also spoke and announced a “Get Acquainted
with the Candidate” event on April 8 at Flying Dog

staff,

Pizza, at 5:30 pm.

Following Bourassa, Third District Supervisor
John Haschak provided an update on the
development of the access route. He noted that
there has been a lot of communication between
CAL FIRE and the City of Willits regarding the Firco
route. Because a small segment of the Firco route
was blocked, the route was changed in order to go
around it and up to the airport as the City of Willits
owns and runs the airport.

On April 8., a memorandum of understanding)
between the City of Willits and CAL FIRE will be
presented to their board for approval. Haschak
noted funding would come from the county
assessment that people here are paying for the

access route.

Finally, the board focused on the Consent
Calendar, voting unanimous approval of the
Accounts Payable Report for Authorization to Issue
Checks and Electronic Payments on or about
March 25, 2026 in the amount of $192,117.06.

Get ready for the 100th annual celebration of Willits
Frontier Days in June and July 2026

See the tentative schedule below, and find more details online at www.WillitsFrontierDays.com

Willits Frontier Days - 2026 Events - Tentative

Date Time Event

Fri, June 18 5:00 pm Hometown Celebration

Sal, June 20 6:00 pm Med Ledoux Concert

Location
Main Street Willits

Jack Tharp Arena

Fri, June 26 6:00 pm Truck Pulls Jack Tharp Arena
9:00 pm Street Dance Tennis Courls
Featuring Brody Stewart Band
Carnival Opens Oid Ball Field
Sat, June 27 5:00pm Western Art show Community Center
Show closes on July Sth
Sun, June 28 6:00 pm Sweetheart Dinner Rodeo Grounds
Friday, July 3 7:00 pm CCPRA Rodeo Jack Tharp Arena
Rockin' M Rodeo
9:00 pm Western Dance Tennis Courts
Chad Bushnell
Sat | July 4 10:00 am Horseshoe Competition Rec Grove
11:00 am Main Street Parade Morth Main Street
“Year of the Sweethearls®
12:00 pm Country Music Rodecla Recreation Grove
Western BBQ Recreation Grove
4:00 pm Water fights Fire House
7:00 pm CCPRA Rodeo Jack Tharp Arena
Rockin' M Rodeo
Sun, July 5 7:00 am Lions Club Cowboy Breakfast Recreation Grove
8:00 am Jr. Rodeo Jack Tharp Arena
{Junior Rodeo ticket price includes anfry to Bulls and Branes)
6:00 pm Bulls and Broncs Jack Tharp Arena
Sun, July 26 &:00 am Horseshow Jack Tharp Arena

Information subject to change

Admission
Free

$40.00

325 - Adults
$15 - Child (12 and under)
Free - Child (2 and under)

Free

Free

$25 - Adult (limited tickets)

330 - Box Seals

$25 - Adult

%15 - Child (12 and under)
Free - Child (2 and under)
Free

$75 Entry Fee
Free to walch

Free

Free

$25 - Adult
$15 - Child (3 & up)

FREE

$30 - Box Seals

$25 Adult

$15 - Child (12 and under)
Free - Child (2 and under)

315 - Adults
510 - Child (12 and under)

£20 = Adult
%10 - Child {12 and under)

FREE

FACEBOOK € INSTAGRAM

NED LEDOUX

AT THE WILLITS FRONTIER DAYS RODEO GROUNDS

SAVE

SATURDAY. JUNE 20. 2026

‘T
)
WWW. WILLITSFRONTIER [?P-?S‘.C_()M
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ah, Gracie and

J ’ .evivownersofM i Lady.

Moon Lady celebrates 34 years of business
on May 1, and new owners on April 1

Submitted by Jamie Bouthillier

On May 1, Moon Lady will celebrate
34 years of business. Along with
this celebration we are excited to
announce a new chapter: As of April
1, 2026, Hannah, Gracie, and Madison
Bouthillier are the new owners of Moon
Lady - Moon Man Maverick Boutique.

They are thrilled to be part of the
legacy and will continue with the
same standard of excellence in
customer service, consistent hours of
operation, and fine product availability.
All the footwear, clothing lines, and
accessories will remain: Birkenstock,
UGG, Blundstone, Teva, Free People,
Z Supply, Bila, Premium Levi, LA Made,
Hammitt Leather Hand Bags, along
with jewelry lines: Tiger Mountain,

Moon Ladf ‘

%] MD Tree puts up
B new American
\ | flag atop the
Willits Arch

QOOP N éﬂl 'l

Mike Quinliven of MD Tree
Management hung a new
American flag on top of the
Willits Arch for the City of
Willits last week, “after working
hard all week to help make the
Recreation Grove safe for the
upcoming event season,” said
Kenan O’Shea, Streets and
Parks superintendent for the
City of Willits.

Delores Potter posted photos
on Facebook of the MD Tree
crew getting the new flag up
on Thursday, March 26: “Thank
you MD Tree Management!”
she posted. Many online
commenters chimed in with
“Thank you” posts, too.

“It was an honor to hang the
flag for the city in my hometown
as well as working in the park,”
Quinliven replied to the post.

The rest of

No Kings

organization’s efforts to provide legal counseling
and funds to undocumented immigrants. Kirk
Kismet, and Chan Luu, just to name a  Lumpkin recited a poem dedicated to Renee
few. Good and Alex Pretti, who were shot by ICE
Marie Blancas, founding owner, will agents on the streets of Minneapolis. Larry
remain on staff and will guide, share Aguilera, a Pomo elder, gave an invocation
and teach the Bouthillier ladies all of her ~ conceming land acknowledgement, saying,
five decades of knowledge, contacts, “First, I'd like to thank the creator for allowi ng
and vision. Moon Lady — Moon Man us to be here, to walk on Mother Earth and I'd
will continue to flourish with hard work ~ also like to say that you are the beautiful people
and dedication, along with the support  because you came out and you care.”

of our loyal customers, as part of the  One of the highlights on the stage was a
Willits business community. very pointed presentation by Kim Bancroft and
Mary Burns. Bancroft read the Declaration of
Independence and found 27 grievances the
colonists stated about King George. Bancroft
quoted 20 of these directly from the Declaration
and Burns updated each and related them to
the current political situation.

I From page 5

Celebrate with Hannah, Gracie, and
Madison in this new exciting chapter for
them and Willits!

April1,2and 3, all shoppers spending
$100 or more will be entered into a
drawing - three $100 gift certificate

winners will be drawn on April 6. Charlie Vaughan chanted, “We want to take

and ICE

Meet MIKE

McGUIRE!}

Candidate for the NEW 1st Congressional District

TOWN HALL

SAT, APR. 18

Coffee and baked goods at 9:30 a.m.
Town Hall gathering starts at 10 a.m.

NOYO THEATER, WILLITS

Mike will work to:

RAISE the minimum wage
ESTABLISH Medicare for All
PROTECT rural hospitals
LOWER the cost of living
REIN IN the Executive Branch

He will also join the Progressive Caucus
in the House to restore:

¢ fair elections

¢ financial assistance programs
¢ environmental protections

¢ civil liberties and more.

Paid for by Mendocino County Democratic Party
FEC# C00404145 FPPC # 82268 P.O. Box 28, Ukiah, CA 95482

Deparﬁng Willits

A7
AN

back the word woke. It is not a dirty word. It
means an awful lot. The opposite is: are you
going to go to sleep? Are you going to ignore
things? Are you going to be willfully ignorant?
We're going to be woke and we're going to be
proud of it.”

Although the participants had a multitude of
grievances toward the current administration,
the demonstration was peaceful, orderly, and
infused with love for their fellow citizens. There
were signs expressing the frustration and
dislike of whatis occurring in the current political
climate, however, the overall atmosphere was
one of love and concern for the people of the
country and the world.

“‘Don’t screw with the people of this country,”
said Burns. “We love our country. There’s a lot
to protect. It was founded on an idea, and the
idea is everything.”

Golden Prizes & Easter Adventures

HOW EGG-CITING

Enjoy seasonal surprises, sip on pink
lemonade, and meet the Easter Bunny!
Local Discount available.

Find the Golden Egg for a chance to win a
free adventure on your next visit.

299 E Commercial Street, Willits CA 95490
SkunkTrain.com | 707.964.6371
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The rest of
Trail[ From page 1

Tribal and local government leaders, neighbors and outdoor
enthusiasts to build atrail that will help advance generational
change in the North Coast, spur economic development,
create jobs, and provide the public unparalleled access to
some of the most stunning landscapes in the world.”

When completed, the 300-plus miles of the Great
Redwood Trail will be one of the longest rail-to-trail
conversion projects in the United States, winding through
five Northern

California counties; from the San Francisco Bay through
wine country, farm lands, mountains, Redwood forests,
across rivers, to the Humboldt Bay and beyond. This

newly-approved Master Plan covers 231 miles to be
developed by the Great Redwood Trail Agency, traversing
the northernmost three counties: Mendocino, Trinity, and
Humboldt.

“We’re transforming abandoned rail and ecological
damage into restoration and beautiful trails. The Great
Redwood Trail will create lasting memories for thousands
of locals and visitors,” shared Mary Sackett, Chair of The
Great Redwood Trail Agency and Marin County Supervisor.

While locals and visitors alike benefit from hiking,
biking, horseback riding, kayaking, wildlife watching,
rural town tourism, and even commuting, at its core the

The rest of
Chili] From page 3

Captain Harry So. “He had us taste it at one of our meetings.
He did really well, an excellent chili. Harry’s here in spirit,”
she said, saying that Harry could not attend the cook-off
because he was doing EMT duties at a bicycle race.

WindsorONE, from Windsor Mills, who ended up winning
the Judges’ Choice trophy, was fronted by Christy Wisdom,
who said: “I'm bribing for People’s Choice tickets. I've got
beanies, footballs, and chili pepper necklaces. We won
the People’s Choice Award back in 2015. | have a lot of
competition today. | love it. Are you judging? | was going to
start bribing you.”

Indeed, good-hearted bribery was part of the allure of
the evening. All the judges, Saprina Rodriguez, Matthew
Alaniz, and Gerry Gonzalez were looking for bribes to turn
back to the Senior Center, as part of the fun of the evening.

Other competitors included the Willits Lions Club, Tanyja
Simms with her “Cowboy Kickin’ Chili,” and The Culinary
School at California Conservation Corps.

“This is a benefit for the Senior Center,” explained
Executive Director Richard Baker. “All the money that we
raise will be used to buy food for the Meals on Wheels
program. We average between 35 to 50 meals a day. It
depends on what the meal is. We could use a Meals on
Wheels volunteer driver one day a week to deliver in
Brooktrails. It would probably only take an hour of their
time, only two to five meals.”

Gonzalez, a veteran judge, survives by taking antacid
before and after the competition, a trick he passed on to
Rodriguez. Gonzalez stated, “What | like is the comradery
of the community, coming together to support the Senior
Center and share good food with each other. And everybody
has good stories to share

Above: The Senior Center
Chili Cookoff is well
attended. At right: Amaya
looks forward to sitting
down at the communal
table to begin tasting her
array of chilis. Below:
Councilmember Gerry
Gonzalez, one of the
judges of the evening,
displays his graveyard

of tasted chilis from his |
efforts to try all the tables
at least once.

GRT is an ecological restoration project.
Transforming the neglected properties
once owned by the now-defunct
Northwestern Pacific Railroad will involve
removing hazardous materials and
equipment, shoring up damaged slopes,
restoring and protecting wildlife corridors
and habitats for riparian species like the
steelnead and salmon, restoring local
native plants, and much more.

“The Coastal Conservancy is proud to
have supported the Great Redwood Trail
Agency since its inception with stal time, expertise, and
funding.” said Amy Hutzel, Executive Olcer of the State
Coastal Conservancy. “The Great Redwood Trail will be
a landmark trail for the State of California, opening public
access to some of Northern California’s most extraordinary
landscapes in ways that protect and restore their ecological
values.”

The GRT is also a major infrastructure project with
impressive economic benefits. Most of the tens of millions
of dollars invested through state awards will go directly to
the local partners, stal, contractors, and vendors whose
work will make the GRT possible. Once completed, the
Mendocino-Trinity-Humboldt stretch of the Great Redwood

G REAT
REDWOO

Trail alone is forecasted to create more than $102.5 million
in local economic benefit per year (in 2023 dollars.) That's
nearly $170,000 a day in daily business revenue connected
to the GRT.

To read the full master plan, Vvisit: https://
thegreatredwoodtrail.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/
Great-Redwood-Trail-Master-Plan-with-Appendices.pdf

The Great Redwood Trail is a 300+ mile, world-class,
multi-use rail-to-trail project connecting California’s San
Francisco and Humboldt Bays. The legacy trail will travel
through some of the most remote and scenic landscapes in
the United States, traversing old growth redwood forests,
running alongside oak woodlands and vineyards, and
winding through the magnificent Eel River Canyon.
e From far left: Susan

| . Mahoney, of the Willits Lions
Club, has a conversation
with Third District
Supervisor John Haschak.
Several tables are decorated
i with chilies to attract the
. judges and attendees. Willits
Senior Center Executive
Director Richard Baker
offers root beer floats
available for purchase.

Photos by Mathew Caine

WILL|TS ELEMENTARY

CHARTER SCHOOL

FALL 2026
KINDERGARTEN
ENROLLMENT

ESS0OPE N !

NEW Half or Full Day Options

(707) 459-1400

WECS IS5 A K-5 SCHOOL WITH A FOCUS OM

ACADEMICS, ART. MUSI|IC.,
COMMUMITY

SPAWNISH, AwWD

WILLITS CHARTER SCHOOL
¢ COOKIE COMPETITION WINNERS %

IST PLACE WINNERS
Sally Rulison for Best Tasting
Lisa Wilcox for Most Unique
Rose & David Mann for Prettiest
Lucas Shepard for Best Gluten Free

ZMD PLACE WINNERS
lan Fainer for Best Tasting
Rose & David Mann for Most Unique
Lisa Wilcox for Prettiest

SPECIAL THANKS TO IHI:‘ OOKIE VENDORS WHO SUPPORTED THE EVENT.

THEY WER

WILLITS C HJ«F’H-FJ 5¢

IT WAS HARD TO DETERMINE THE WINNERS

PED
| USRAISE |

?4& 4

“Willits
. Charter
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Open 24/7 100 Kawi Pl
Hours a Day Willits, CA

SVRCasino.com Smoke-Free
707-459-7330 Gaming

a tasty meal in

our on-site cafe.

DAILY PROMOS
AND SPECIALS
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