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Talk on
‘People
living
homeless’
in Willits
IMargi Gomez Guhde

Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

The pews were full at
the Willits United Methodist
Church to hear Helen
Falandes, M.Ed., speak
on “Safety & Compassion:
People Living Homeless
in the Willits Community”
the first in 2024’s Avenues
to Wellness lecture
series. Falandes is part
of a grassroots effort to
understand the reasons for
homelessness in the Willits
community, and to find
ways to reduce the number
of families and individuals
who are living without
stable or safe housing.

The February 24
presentation  offered a
common-sense  program
which addressed the core
reasons for homelessness
and offered guidance for
achieving realistic solutions.

Falandes, who has
been working, training and
teaching in the counseling
and human services fields
for over 40 years, said
that currently around 12
percent of the national
homeless population
lives in California, with
the estimated number of
the unsheltered in Willits
thought to be at around 150
people.

Read the rest of
Homeless

Over on Page 11

Ukiah man
dies after
‘mass
incident’
al jail
By Captain Gregory L.
Van Patten for MCSO

On March 1, 2024, at
approximately 12 pm, the
Mendocino  County  Jail
control  board  operator
received an intercom call
from a cell located in a
module within the facility’s
main jail building.

The intercom call was
initiated by an inmate
housed in a two-person
occupied cell who asked
for a Corrections deputy to
respond to the cell.

A Corrections deputy
responded and noticed
one male inmate in the
cell was unconscious with
discoloring in the face which
suggested a life-threatening
breathing problem. The
floor deputy immediately
summoned the assistance
of other correctional staff
to include on-duty facility
medical personnel.

The deputy entered the
cell and began to provide
life-saving techniques for a
potential choking situation
as the housing unit had just
concluded lunch in a group
setting before returning
to their assigned cells for
housing purposes.

During  this  process
Read the rest o_f
Incident

Over on Page 11
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At top, left: A snowy fence line and snowy topped trees look
beautiful in Rock Tree Valley. At top, right: A snowy Locust Street
Saturday morning. Above: Snowdrops are capped with a dusting
of actual snow during the weekend storm. At left: Different
varieties of daffodils were glowing golden and bright in the winter
sun, before the snow fell.

Little
Snow

Willits enjoyed a wintery weekend, on the first days of
March, with a light snow falling early Saturday morning, and
a lighter snow falling early Sunday morning. Some snow
stuck lightly in the morning in town, but some residents at
higher elevations around Mendocino County, received a bit
more, allowing for snowmen, sledding and snowballs.

— Maureen Jennison

At left: Roxie, 12, still felt spritely enough to rumpus about in the
falling snow Saturday morning, her thick coat keeping her warm
while she barked at the falling snowflakes.

Below, left: With a snowman taller than both, Colter, 5, and his
dog, Trax, enjoyed playing in the 2.5-plus feet of snow at their

home out Spyrock, 5 miles north of Laytonville. Below: Flakes
of snow settled on daffodil petals.
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East
Commercial
plan
By BB Kamoroff
‘Its a vision,” City

Manager Brian Bender
explained to the city
council, summarizing
the final draft of the East
Commercial Street Corridor
Plan. “Itis basically a library
of concepts and ideas. It's a
wish list, it's a menu.”

What it started out as,
was a proposal, during the
drought when water trucks
were constantly filling up at
the city-owned well next to
the rodeo grounds — raising
dust and raising concerns
about the safety of people
coming and going to the
ballparks across the street
— to use the fees collected
from the water sales to
improve that one area of
East Commercial Street.

Somewhere along
the way, that project
mushroomed  into a

150-page grand  plan
for the entire length
of East Commercial,

encompassing not only
street safety projects but
all sorts of decorative and
cosmetic changes, if and
when funds are obtained.
None of the many projects
that make up the plan,
including  the  original
ballpark-area safety
upgrade, currently has
funding. (The redesign of

Read the rest of
Plan

Over on Page 11

Initial
election

results
from March 5

primary

Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mendocino County’s
Third District - Willits,
Laytonville and Covelo -
had a very quiet Presidential
primary this year, with no
local races on the ballot.

The votes of 7,418
county citizens have been
counted already, according
to the “Final Election Night
Report” posted on the
county’s  Elections site.
There are many ballots left
to count — mostly mail-in
ballots dropped off at polling
stations on Election Day —
not to mention the mailed
ballots still being accepted
under California’s postmark
plus 7 days policy.

It's usually about half
of the ballots that still
remain to be counted and
reported after the “Final
Election Night Report.”
But comparing the number
of ballots reported in this
year’s initial results in the
“Final Election Night Report”
from 2020, indicates that
turnout is down this year. In
2020, 12,815 ballots were
reported in initial results,
and this year’s first report

Read the rest of .
Election

Over on Page 11



What do
YOU think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank you
letters from our readers

Negative ads in 2nd District

Assembly race
To the Editor:

There was an inordinate amount of advertising — some
very negative - in the race for Second Assembly District.
By the time this letter is read, the election will be over, and
the top two candidates will go to a runoff in November.

But we want to register that 1. it disturbs us how much
money (and resources) have been spent on these multiple
glossy mailers; and 2. in particular we are appalled by the
mean-spirited, often overblown negative “hit pieces.”

It is low to try to knock out your opponents instead of
running on your own merits. We will usually choose to
NOT vote for those engaging in this type of campaigning.

Madge Strong, Mary Zellachild,
and Kimbal Dodge, Willits

NEXT WEEK:

Make sure to grab your copy of the
Soroptimist International of Willits’

2024 Willits

Community
Telephone Directory

Distributed in the March 14
edition of Willits Weekly!

Lightning fire consumes
Leggett Post Office, March 1

Posted by Leggett Valley Fire Department

On Friday, March 1 at approximately 5:40 pm,
lightning struck a large redwood tree that stood just
outside the Leggett Post Office, on Drive Thru Tree
Road [about 45 miles northeast of Willits].

The tree was shattered and fell through the building.

The building was quickly consumed by flames
despite the deluge of rain and hail. Leggett Fire was
dispatched to a commercial fire at 5:46 pm. Multiple
agencies responded with resources to contain the
blaze.

The post office building was a total loss with multiple
exposures, including the local market, saved. Leggett
Valley Fire would like to thank Piercy Fire, Laytonville
Fire, CAL FIRE, and Caltrans for their assistance.

Editor’'s Note: The U.S. Post Office announced
Saturday that as of March 4, Leggett customers
should pick up their mail at the Garberville Post
Office, 368 Sprowl Creek Road, Monday through
Friday, 9 am to 4:30 pm, and Saturday 10 am to 2 pm.
“Customers are asked to please present photo ID for
mail pick-up.”

To see videos of the Leggett Post Office fire, visit
https://mendofever.com/2024/03/01/leggett-post-
office-reportedly-on-fire-following-lightning-strike/

THIRD DISTRICT
SUPERVISOR'S REPORT

March 2024

By Supervisor John Haschak

March has arrived with a fury. There’s news
of the Leggett Post Office burning down after
a lightning strike, drug overdoses in the jalil
resulting in one death, and the snowstorm
reminding us of what needs to be better
prepared. The Office of Emergency Services
has been preparing and communicating
with emergency responders throughout the
Mendocino County. The lack of a post office
in Leggett reminds us of the central role
these community centers play in our lives.

| am sending good healing thoughts to Jim
Shields of Laytonville and Bruce Anderson
of Boonville. Both are intrepid newspaper
people and community-minded citizens.
May they get back to doing what they do
best which is informing the community of the
good and bad, keeping us all on our toes.

The election was bumpy with the ballot
misprints and problems with redistricting.
People are asking how did this happen.
To assure voters that these incidents will
not happen again, the board and Katrina
Bartolomei, Clerk Recorder in charge of
elections, must work together, find out where
things went wrong, and make sure those
problems are fixed.

The board decided to move the Veterans
Services Office back to the Observatory
Avenue location. Kudos to the persistence
of the veterans who returned time and
again to the board chambers to voice their
disapproval of this move. | worked with
staff and veterans to make the move as
good as possible, but the base issues were
unresolved. | appreciate that the veterans
said that they would help with the move
back to Observatory. When the time comes
to move, we will be calling on them and they
will show up.

The CEO rolled out her plan to balance
the budget. The board, with a few changes,
adopted the plan. It will raise revenue, cut
costs, and create efficiencies. Overall, about
$10 million needs to be raised or cut. | see
county staff working to do more with less
across the many departments.

There will be a Talk with the Supervisor
Thursday, March 14 at 10 am at Brickhouse
Coffee in Willits. | am available by email
haschakj@mendocinocounty.gov or phone
707-972-4214.

The Rules: LETTERS

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com.
Willits Weekly prints letters and commentaries about Willits and
Third District issues, activities, events, and people. We print letters
to the editor from residents of Willits and the Third District only. To
encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication
from any one writer to once every four weeks.

Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address
and phone number, although only the author's name and city of
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous source
will be published, although a request to withhold the writer's name
will be considered.

Help the Humane

Society at the Pub
Submitted by Shanachie Pub

This Sunday, March 10 at Shanachie
Pub, we are hosting a fundraising event for
the Humane Society for Inland Mendocino
County! From 1 to 5 pm, we will have
representatives from the Humane Society
and hopefully some of their furry friends
too! There will be a silent auction filled with
goodies from our local businesses, such as
J.D. Redhouse, Re-Evolution, Moon Lady,
Coast Hardware, and many more!

We will also have live music from 6 to 9 pm
with Gustavo, Tyler B, Tommy G, and Shawn!

Please come out to support those who
support our furry friends!

2023 Report from

Willits Chamber of Commerce

Editor’s Note: This report was included in the agenda packet
for the February 29, 2024 Willits City Council meeting, as part
of a presentation from Willits Chamber of Commerce board
members and Coordinator Susan Mahoney.

The Willits Chamber of Commerce is a VOLUNTEER
organization with the support of a part-time employee.

2023 was a year of renewal for the Chamber with new
(used) computers, reconstructed membership lists, review/
renegotiation of existing contracts, website editing, and
reconnection of relationships.

During 2023, the Chamber held eight mixers including three
ribbon cutting celebrations. Mixers were held for Rotary Club,
Lions Club, North County Center (College), Mendocino County
Museum Stone Stories, Mane House, Flourish & Flow and The
Munchery.

The Chamber also participated in events to benefit tourism
including the new CA visitor center in Ukiah, Thatcher Hotel in
Hopland, and a Forest Service presentation at Lake Mendocino.
We also participated in events sponsored by VisitMendocino to
develop strategies to promote tourism.

The Chamber supports the community by sponsoring the
Calendar page of Willits Weekly, making it possible for activities
large and small to be promoted. We participated in various civic
committees, including the Land Use committee planning for the
updated 20 year plan, a shoplifting/retail theft forum, the 95th
birthday celebration at Howard Hospital, and the Blue Zones
celebration of Roots restaurant.

We provided support for the City of Willits’ various open
house events, for the public outreach on the 20-year plan and
the East Commercial Street project. There was also Chamber
representation on various Economic Summitround table county-
wide events with local and national government representatives
(Jared Huffman) and local economic development entities such
as EDFC and West Business Development Center.

Chamber staff dedicated many hours during 2023 to develop
the digital signage program that is very close to launching —
helping tourism in Willits.

The Chamber is a very active partner with other non-profit
organizations by sponsoring the Lion’s Club Blues & Brews,
Rotary’s Claws for a Cause, Willits Soroptimists, Willits
Community Theatre, Willits Center for the Arts, Frontier Days,
and other groups such as the Willits High School yearbook and
WCA Art Walk.

Chamber events included a Financial Strategies Workshop,
the Annual Car & Bike Show (set to happen Sunday, May 26 on
Main Street this year), and Harvest Moon Celebration.

2023 IN REVIEW

* Volunteers donated over 1,800 hours (not including the
board of directors)

+ Over 500 phone and visitor inquiries answered by office
staff

+ 8 mixers sponsored including 3 ribbon-cuttings
+ 3 major events promoting tourism

* Sponsorship and promotion of more than 6 major nonprofit
community events

* Increased membership by 18%

For more information about the Willits Chamber of Commerce,
visit https://willits.org/ The Willits Chamber of Commerce, 299
East Commercial Street, is currently open from 10 am to 4 pm,
Monday through Thursday. Contact the Chamber at 707-459-
7910 or email info@willits.org.

Willits Weekly is a locally owned independent newspaper,
founded in 2013, covering the greater Willits area,
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Avenues to Wellness presents:
‘Seeds of Wellness’
by Diane Smalley

Submitted by Avenues to Wellness

Is the body a complete mystery to you?
Let's explore the 10 most basic elements
that will help you stay well throughout
the seasons of your life. This talk is an
opportunity to improve your health no matter
where you are. Please join us as we discover
the seeds of wellness.

Licensed acupuncturist Diane Smalley of
Abundant Health Acupuncture and Herbs
has been practicing Asian medicine for 39
years. She finds that the more you know
about your health, the better equipped you
are to keep yourself and your family well.
Smalley’s greatest joy is seeing the light of
self-knowledge glow in your eyes!

Smalley will be sharing her knowledge
in a talk titled “Seeds of Wellness” on
Wednesday, March 20 at Willits Methodist
Church, located at 286 School Street. This
event is free to the public. Donations are
appreciated.

Avenues to Wellness is a program of
the Frank R. Howard Foundation. They
offer a speaker series the third Wednesday
of the month at Willits Methodist Church
(wheelchair  accessible).  Visit: ~ www.
avenuestowellness.org for an archive of past
events. Call 456-9676 for more information.
Email: spicetti@howardfoundation.org.

Senior Center menu

for the week

Willits Senior Center is serving lunch in its indoor dining
room, and continues to serve drive-through and walk-up
lunches, too. Lunch is available Monday through Friday, from
12 to 12:45 pm, inside and outside the Senior Center, 1501
Baechtel Road. Lunches are $8; $75 for a 10 lunch card for
Senior Center members.

Thursday, March 7: Carnitas Burrito Wet w/Green Sauce
Friday, March 8: Chicken & Dumplings
Monday, March 11: Teriyaki Chicken Stir-Fry

Tuesday, March 12: Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes,
Mushroom Gravy, Veggies, Roll

Wednesday, March 13: Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce, Garlic Bread

Thursday, March 14: Grilled Chicken, Green Salad, Garlic
Bread

Friday, March 15: Corned Beef & Cabbage

Activities: Bingo every Friday night, 5 to 7 pm. Exercise class
every weekday morning from 9 to 10 am.

Pancake Breakfast: every second Sunday, on March 10 this
month, 8 to 11 am. $10; $9 center members; $6 children under
8. Menu choices: 1. Pancakes with eggs cooked the way you
like them, and choice of sausage or bacon. 2. Biscuits & gravy
with eggs cooked the way you like them. $10; $9 Senior Center
members; $6 children under 8. Extra meat sides $2: 3 slices
bacon, 2 sausage links. Breakfast includes Peet's Coffee and
orange juice or milk.

Meals on Wheels: The Senior Center Meals on Wheels
program delivers lunch Monday through Friday. To sign up call
Joliana at 459-6826, who can help fill out the application form.
Call 459-6826 the day before needed to schedule home meal
delivery. Delivered throughout Willits.

Transportation for seniors: Call 459-5556 to schedule.
Pick up and drop off for grocery shopping, banking, doctors’
appointments. Senior Center Thrift Shop: 459-2176

The Senior Center is in need of volunteers to help with the
many activities here at the center, including volunteer Meals
on Wheels drivers. “Volunteers are one-third of our workforce,
which allows us to offer many services to our members and
community.” To learn more about volunteering: 459-6826.
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Above, from left: BACE co-owner David
Blesse is trying to get certification for the
venue to become a private club. Robert Moen
shows a sampling of his approximately 174
guitars and some of his mosaic guitars.
Co-owner Graham Considine created several
of these pieces of wall art for the studio. At
right: Hal Wagenet brought a selection of

his acoustic and electric guitars. At far right:
BACE co-owner Graham Considine works on
creating smash burgers for the attendees.
Below: Local musicians filter in to peruse the
instruments and electronic equipment.

Below, left: Mitchell Holman shows off this custom electric bass
that he brought to sell. Below, right: One of Robert Moen’s mosaic
guitar art pieces is on display. At bottom, left: Base player Tom
Girdauskas is ready to sample his smash burger. At bottom, right:
Electronic music requires a plethora of various devices like those
seen here.

A &R Photos by Mathew Caine

BACE, a Willits art gallery and music venue
hoping to become a private social club,
holds instrument swap

BACE is one of Willits’ best under-the-radar venues, with live music, techno and art.
Since owners David Blesse and Graham Considine took over the space from Leopold
Collective, they have attempted to create a place where primarily

Mathew Caine aficionados of electronic dance music and all the trappings of that
IFeafwes Writer genre can congregate to enjoy this type of music that cannot be

willitsweekly@gmail.com

heard anywhere but at their location at 109 North Main Street.

They create a unique experience of sound and light as well as present local artists with
a place to exhibit their work and provide a venue for live music. They have held events
with yoga and other aesthetic pursuits. Their list of live performers includes Outlaw Space
and Ketracell (with local musicians Kyle Madrigal, Lincoln Andrews, and Mario Vela),
David Starfire, Carla Starla, and many more.

“Our vision is bringing in elements of a festival setting into a one-night space and using
mixed-media presentations. The focus is on music and art, mixed-media art, interactive
art, and generative art, which is algorithmic and procedural. It's art that is continuously
changing, making art that drives itself though creative coding,” explained Blesse.

However, it is difficult in a small town to sustain a venue without the benefit of grants
that help pay the bills and keep the doors open. In order to try and maintain their concept,
Blesse and Considine are trying a bold and creative approach. They are recreating BACE
as a private club with monthly dues.

“We are still in the process of getting our social club standing with the government, be
fully certified,” explained Considine as he was producing smash burgers on the back patio.
“‘And that is way easier said than done, as we are finding out. We're on the precipice of
that last little piece. If this were a game of Tetris, it would be that last little skinny piece that
breaks apart all of the bureaucracy
and stuff we've had to overcome.” Read the rest of

Considine hopes to continue BACE
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Randall Cantua, LUTCF

Cantua Insurance Agenc
INSURANCE Ay

16 W. Valley St. Willits CA 95490
786 Redwood Drive

Garberville, CA 95542
Tel 707.459.3276
Tel 707.923.2179

Purchase seed
packets &
starter trays
and receive 15%

BRING IN 4 CANS

of food and

GET $15 OFF

your tax preparation fees*
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SPARETIME Store Hours

—GARDEN CENTER—

(707) 459-6791 Mon-Fri Saturday Sunday
208 E. San Francisco Ave. 9am-5pm 10am-5pm Closed

277 N. Lenore Ave. WILLITS, CA
24-HOUR RADIO DISPATCHED TOWING
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Willits Weekly’s

Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

SUDOKU

Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

Level: Beginner
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WILLITS POLICE DEPARTMENT

POLICE LOG

January 29 to February 11
By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

The officers of the Willits Police
Department handled 113 incidents in this
14-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests

January 29

6:52 pm: Officers initiated a hit-and-run
vehicle collision investigation in the 100
block of Holly Street.

January 30

1:27 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1700 block of
Elm Lane.

4:19 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 400 block of Della Avenue and issued
a citation.

10:48 pm: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 1600 block of South
Main Street and issued a warning.

11:03 pm: MENDEZ, Michael Charles
(31) of Ukiah was contacted in the 800
block of South Main Street. He was
arrested pursuant to 148.9 PC (Providing
False Identification to an Officer), on felony
charges of violation of probation, and on
misdemeanor charges of domestic corporal
injury and drinking or possessing alcoholic
beverages in public places.

January 31

6:27 pm: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street and issued a warning.

6:51 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 400 block of Mill Street.

8:46 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
1500 block of South Main Street and issued
a warning.

8:52 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
1700 block of South Main Street and issued
awarning.

February 1

6:55 am: Officers conducted a stop in the
800 block of South Main Street and issued
a citation.

1:.06 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1600 block of South
Main Street.

3:31 pm: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 400 block of East
Commercial Street.

4:16 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
500 block of South Main Street and issued
awarning.

4:31 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of Coast Street and West
Highway 20 and issued a warning.

February 2

12:22 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 800 block of South Main
Street.

2:48 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
100 block of East Commercial Street and
issued a citation.

February 3

3:49 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1600 block of South
Main Street.

9:31 pm: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of Gregory
Lane.

February 4

6:02 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of Marcela
Drive.

February 5

10:28 am: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 100 block of Marcela
Drive.

February 6

11:26 am: ALLEN, Steven Ray (66),
was contacted in the 1500 block of South
Main Street. He was arrested pursuant to
647 (F) PC (Public Intoxication) and on
misdemeanor charges of trespassing and
failure to appear.

8:24 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1600 block of South
Main Street.

9:55 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
500 block of West Highway 20 and issued
a citation.

February 7

12:05 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of Marcela
Drive.

4:15 am: Officers initiated a burglary
investigation in the 300 block of East Hill
Road.

10:08 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of Franklin
Avenue.

February 8

10:32 am: Officers conducted a stop in
the 100 block of Madrone Street and issued
a warning.

10:50 am: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1400 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

12:01 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 100 block of Madrone Street and issued
a citation.

4:29 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
800 block of South Main Street and issued
a warning.

4:42 pm: BARNES, Michael Alan (53) of
Willits was contacted near the intersection
of West Highway 20 and Coast Street. He
was arrested on misdemeanor charges
of petty theft, violation of probation, and
failure to appear.

February 9

6:14 am: Officers conducted a stop in the
100 block of Baechtel Road and issued a
warning.

8:40 am: Officers conducted a stop in the
800 block of South Main Street and issued
a citation.

11:29 am: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1400 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

11:39 am: Officers conducted a stop in
the 1700 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

2:47 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 1700 block
of South Main Street and issued a warning.

4:00 pm: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 100 block of West
Valley Street and issued a warning.

4:22 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of East Oak Street and
South Main Street and issued a warning.

4:30 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 400 block of Mill Street and issued a
warning.

6:48 pm: Officers responded to a report
of a suspicious vehicle near the intersection
of Meadowbrook Drive and Crest Drive.

7:02 pm: Officers conducted a stop near
the intersection of South Main Street and
Muir Mill Road and issued a warning.

February 10

11:28 am: Officers conducted a stop in
the 800 block of South Main Street and
issued a warning.

1:23 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
800 block of South Main Street and issued
a citation.

1:41 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
1700 block of South Main Street and issued
a warning.

2:06 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
1400 block of South Main Street and issued
a citation.

2:11 pm: Officers conducted a stop in the
1600 block of South Main Street and issued
a citation.

3:46 pm: GUTIERREZ, Jose Ignacio
(30) of Nuevo was contacted near the
intersection of South Main Street and East
Oak Street following a disturbance. He was
arrested pursuant to 647 (F) PC (Public
Intoxication) and on misdemeanor charges
of disorderly conduct (alcohol and drugs).

8:56 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance near the intersection of Coast
Street and Pine Street.

10:11 pm: Officers conducted a stop in
the 100 block of Alder Court and issued a
warning.

10:50 pm: Officers conducted a stop
in the 100 block of Alameda Avenue and
issued a citation.

February 11

4:32 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.
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Edie Ceccarelli

Edith Rose “Edie” Ceccarelli of Willits died in her sleep on February 22, less than
three weeks after the grand manner in which her hometown celebrated her historic116th

birthday made news around the world.

The New York Times, the Guardian and ABC World News shared accounts of the wind-
swept and rain-pelted but undaunted parade that Edie watched from the garage of the
Holy Spirit Residential Care Home on Grove Street.

For more than a year, Edie was the oldest validated person in America. She was also

the longest-living Californian in the
history of the state, and the second-
oldest person on Earth.

She was born February 5, 1908, as
Edith Recagno, the eldest of seven
children of Italian immigrants Agostino
and Maria Recagno. She began life in
a house constructed by her father, who
also helped to build the local stretch of
the Northwestern Pacific Railroad and
ran a Willits grocery store.

Edie graduated with the Willits Union
High School Class of 1927. In 1933
she married high school sweetheart
Elmer “Brick” Keenan and then moved
with him to Santa Rosa, where he
went to work as a typesetter with the
Press Democrat.

The Keenans lived in Santa Rosa
for 36 years. When Brick retired from
the PD in 1971, he and Edie returned
to Willits.

Brick Keenan died in 1984. His
widow later married Charles Ceccarelli.

They lived happily for just a few years before Charles died in 1990.
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For decades, Edie was beloved in Willits as the kind and gracious woman who was
happiest dancing or taking long walks through town.

Recitation of the Rosary will be at 5:30 pm March 15 at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic
Church. A funeral Mass will be celebrated at the church at 2 pm March 16. A reception will

follow at the Willits Senior Center.

Edie’s family suggests memorial donations to the Willits Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel
Road, Willits CA 95490 or willitsseniorcenter.com; to the Willits Kids Club, P.O. Box 1845,
Willits CA 95490 or willitskidsclub.org; or to the Seabiscuit Therapeutic Riding Center, P.O.
Box 405, Redwood Valley CA 95470 or seabiscuitheritage.org/support-us.

Congrats |
Happy Birthday

River,

Best time for haiku,

Is someone’s special birthday,
Someone just like you.

Your magic just gets bigger and better

! with every passing year. Happy happy
- birthday. Love, Mom, Dad, Alaska, Lilo,

Mittens, Stinky & Tobi

Willits Weekly runs free

Congrats items for local

birthdays, anniversaries,
engagements, births and the
alike for residents of Willits,
Brooktrails, Laytonville, and
Covelo. If you'd like to send
someone some well wishes,
email us a photo and caption
to willitsweekly@gmail.com

Furry Friends

Hoping for a Home

B Must-see Sheba

A Meet Sheba, a transfer in from Mendocino
‘ County Animal Care Services. This girl is sure to
,“ catch your eye and win your heart. Sheba has been
- friendly with other dogs and sweet when meeting
,'v-‘ | new people. She has the coolest ears and we

. think she is a must see! Sheba is available to meet
anytime during open hours.

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino

is located at 9700 Uva Drive in Redwood Valley.

| Feel free to visit us, no appointments needed!

We are open Wednesday through Friday, 1 to

5 pm; Saturday and Sunday, 11 am to 3 pm;

closed Monday and Tuesday. Check out all of

our available dogs and cats on our website: www.

mendohumanesociety.com, on our Facebook
page, and on www.petfinder.com.

]
e

Attentive Samantha

Samantha, or Sam, is a delightful small-sized
shepherd mix and would make an attentive
companion. Sam is affectionate and sweet. She
. has an overall happy demeanor and just wants

~love and attention. She prefers dog friends that are
' smaller than her.

While Samantha wants love and attention, as
sated above, she would thrive in a structured, calm
home with adults or older, dog-savvy teenagers.

To learn more about Samantha, or to view other
adoptable animals, visit www.milofoundation.org
or the Milo Foundation Sanctuary Facebook page.
The sanctuary is currently doing pet adoptions by
appointment only. Please complete a pet-adoption
application before requesting an appointment. You
can reach the Milo Foundation at 459-4900.

Adventurous Donald

Donald is quite the
young adventurer as
he loves to explore his
surroundings, and boy
does he love to chase
some toys. He's more
of an independent cat,
but gets along well with
other cats and we think
he would do well in a
home with children.

21+
ONLY

PHOTO CREDIT:
LARRY SILVERMAN

&= ]'5 The Mendocino
County Animal Shelter,
located at 298 Plant
Road in Ukiah, is open
to the public from noon
to 5 pm Tuesday through
Friday and 10 am to 3
pm (closed for lunch
from 1 to 1:30 pm)
on Saturdays. Make
sure to prefill out the
adoption application
available at  www.
mendoanimalshelter.
com. Call 707-467-6453
for more information.
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Agape

Bible Church
290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Where love is first
and the Bible is central.
Sunday Services:

10:00 a.m. - Worship
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Info? 707-459-1905
www.agapebiblechurch.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits
Worship Service - 5:00 p.m.
Pastor Kris Strickland
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Church
of Christ

“What must we do to be saved?”
Acts 2:37
1095 S. Main St., Willits
(next to Super 8)

(707) 459-5023
Sunday Bible Study-10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship-11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service-
6-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study-
7-8:00 p.m.

The Church of
Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
265 Margie Drive
Willits, CA 95490

ALL ARE WELCOME
Sacrament Meeting
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

¢ A University for Soul
eSpiritual Living Courses
eSpiritual Discussions
*ECK Light & Sound Services
More information?
Call 530-224-8703
www.eckankar.org

Grace Community
Church
Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits
Modified Worship Service

Thursday, March 7

Willits Farmers Market: The weekly farmers market
isindoors for the winter season Thursday afternoons at
the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Thursdays,
from 3 to 5:30 pm. Local produce, local meat, farm
fresh eggs, delicious meals, tasty treats, live music,
the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more. Tobin’s
Tales, story time at the farmers market, from 3:30 to
4 pm, with Library Assistant Tobin reading selected
juvenile picture books. All are welcome.

Friday, March 8

‘Art of the 18th Century’ / | RTS —

LRI

at WCA: the March Art
Talk, Friday, March 8 at
6:30 pm at Willits Center for
the Arts, offers a captivating
journey through the cultural
and artistic riches of the
18th century, a pivotal =
period in art history; talk by 8
WCA Curator Gary Martin. i
“From the opulent grandeur
of Rococo to the intellectual
rigor of Neoclassicism, the
presentation will feature
paintings, sculptures,
and decorative arts that
epitomize the spirit of the
era.” A free event. 71 East
Commercial Street.

Burnt at Shanachie: California band with a raw &
soulful vibe- DIY rebel ethos — sounds of underground
reggae, ska, punk, hip hop. Friday, March 8 at 8 pm at
Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street.

Saturday, March 9

Chainsaw Workshop for Women in Laytonville:
Join Mendocino County Fire Safe Council on
Saturday, March 9 from 9 am to 5 pm for a workshop
designed to provide a safe and welcoming learning
environment for women who want to learn the art of
using a chainsaw, for beginners or those who want
to learn more. Tan Oak Park in Laytonville. Bring any
equipment you have, chainsaws, safety goggles,
gloves, ear protection, hard hat, and chaps, but
loaner tools and personal protective equipment will

WOMEN'S CHAINSAW
WORKSHOP

UNLEASH YOUR INNER SAWYER!

Join us for an immersive workshop
designed to provide a safe and welcoming

Sponsored by:

The Mendacing County Fire
Safe Council, California
Conservation Corps; Northern
Mendocing-Ecosystem
Recovery Aliance; Tan Oak Park

WILLITS CENTER FOR THE

Rococo and Neoclassicism

March 8, 2024

6:30 in the Great Room
This is a Free Event

71 E. Commercial St. Willits, CA 95490

be available. $35/person includes lunch and a light
breakfast. Register here: https://Womens-Chainsaw-
Workshop.eventbrite.com

Tea Time at the Library: As part of the “A Touch
of Mendocino, A Taste of Mendocino” series, Una
Morgan, owner and proprietor of Moon Honey Tea
will share her knowledge of herbal and other teas as
she talks about her business and the teas, coffee,
and many other items it has to offer. Saturday, March
9 from 11 am to 12 pm, at the Willits Branch Library,
390 East Commercial Street.

Sit-N-Sew: Second Saturdays at
the Willits Library, March 9 this
month, from 1 to 5 pm. Drop in
- bring your sewing project and
have fun. 390 East Commercial
Street. Info: www.mendolibrary.
org or 459-5908.

WCA March Show: Willits Center
for the Arts brings Richard Weiss
of the Mendocino coast's 3-D
paintings and Susie Racecar
of Laytonville’s amazing art.
Opened Saturday, March 2, but
Meet the Artists reception was
rescheduled to Saturday, March
9, 6 to 9 pm, due to the weather.
71 East Commercial Street.
More info; 707-459-1726, www.
willitscenterforthearts.org or email
Gary Martin, curator, at gtm1950@gmail.com

‘Remembering Willits’ Poetry at the
Playhouse: A tribute to Willits and its
characters by poets W.J. Ray and Dan
Hibsham on Saturday, March 9 at the
Willits Community Theatre Playhouse,
37 West Van Lane. Ray reads his elegy
“The Willits Farewell” and Hibshman [
will read two stories from his book, “Of

a Lifetime: Stories 1963- 2023.” 7:30 |
pm; an open reading will follow. Entry \
is by donation; however no one will be ~
turned away due to lack of funds. t‘

Sunday, March 10

Senior Center Pancake Breakfast:
Every second Sunday, 8 to 11 am;
March 10 this month, at the Willits
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Menu choices: 1. Pancakes with eggs
cooked the way you like them, and
choice of sausage or bacon. 2. Biscuits & gravy with
eggs cooked the way you like them. $10; $9 Senior
Center members; $6 children under 8. Extra meat

- REMEMBERING
WILLITS

3 W) Ray
: The WI“I[S Farewell™
eleglac poem

“open reading to follow*

;... wlllns Commumwd‘heam Plavhause

sides $2: 3 slices
bacon, 2 sausage
links. Breakfast
Includes Peet’s Coffee
and orange juice or
milk.

Help the Humane
Society at the Pub:

21+
ONLY
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Fundraising event
for the  Humane
Society for Inland
Mendocino  County,

Join us Lo suppor
Humane Socie
for Inland

Sunday, March 10 at
Shanachie Pub, from
1 to 5 pm. “We will
have representatives
from the Humane
Society and hopefully
some of their furry

SUNDAY
MARCH 10

3:30 to 4 pm, with Library Assistant
Tobin reading selected juvenile
picture books. All are welcome.

Saturday, March 16

St. Patrick’s Day Feast: The
American  Legion Post 174
presents the Duane Brown

WILLITS
NO PETS ALLOWED

Memorial St. Patrick's Day Feast.
Saturday, March 16 from 5 to 7 pm,

friends too! There will
be a silent auction
filled with goodies from our local businesses, such
as J.D. Redhouse, Re-Evolution, Moon Lady, Coast
Hardware, and many more! Plus live music from 6 to
9 pm with Gustavo, Tyler B, Tommy G, and Shawn!
We will be accepting donations of Bleach, Wet & Dry
Adult and Puppy Food, Wet & Dry Adult and Kitten
Food, Puppy Pads, Blankets & Towels, Dog & Cat
Toys, Leashes, and Dog & Cat Treats.”

Wednesday, March 13

Living Jukebox at Brickhouse: Richard “Tootreese”
Jeske and Don Willis are the
Living  Jukebox, covering
songs from R&B, rock,
country, folk and jazz. “Kind
of like karaoke, only live,
and you don't have to sing!”
Wednesday, March 13, 12 to
2 pm, at Brickhouse Coffee. 3
South Main Street.

= Dan Hibshman
“Two Stories™

Saturday, March 9

0:30 pm

Thursday,

March 14

Willits Farmers Market: The
weekly farmers market is
indoors for the winter season
Thursday afternoons at the
Little Lake Grange, 291 School
Street. Thursdays, from 3 to
5:30 pm. Local produce, local
meat, farm fresh eggs, delicious meals, tasty treats,
live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
Tobin's Tales, story time at the farmers market, from

37 West Uan

at the Veterans Memorial Building,
191 North Main Street. Featuring
Corned Beef & Cabbage, Murphy’s (Spuds), Carrots,
etc. $25 for adults; children 12 and under $15; free

for kids under 5.

What's Happening
Around Town

www.Willits.org

info@willits.org

Ongoing Events

Free Food Pop-Ups: Mendocino Food and Nutrition
Program’s Food Pop-Up in Willits is now offering two
events per month, first and third Saturdays, at 1250
Blosser Lane, from noon to 1 pm, weather permitting.
Free food for all' In March these food pop-ups will
happen March 7 and 21 this month. Info: outreach@
fbfoodbank.org; 707-964-9404

‘In the Field’ Exhibit: Mendocino County Museum’s
latest exhibit, “In the Field: Exploring Botany
in Mendocino County,” celebrates the study of
unique plants that grow in our region, reflecting on
the pursuits of Mendocino County botanists from
past to present, featuring sketches, illustrations,
photographs, and pressed specimens. Mendocino
County Museum, 400 East Commercial Street, is
open 11 am to 5 pm, Tuesday through Saturday.
More info: visit www.mendocinocounty.org/museum

Willits Tennis Club: Meets Mondays and
Wednesdays from 9 to 11 am at the Willits High
School courts. New members welcome. Free. Show
up or call 707-484-3385.

Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every
week on Mondays, 6 pm, at the Muse in Willits, 30
East San Francisco Street. More info: 707-354-1866.

Willits Drum Circle: Every second and fourth
Fridays at 7 pm. At St. Francis of the Redwoods
Episcopal Church, Main and Commercial 7pm. Info:
Bill Bruneau: 459-3390.

707.459.7910

pizza, we've \
got everything

you need!” Flying
Dog Wood Pizza, 65
South Main Street.

The Redwood Empire Food Bank: Twice-monthly
drive-thru food distribution in Willits, second and
fourth Thursdays of the month, located in the parking
lot of the soccer and baseball fields, 9:30 to 11 am.
Groceries to go, senior basket (for low-income
seniors 60 or older), and diapers.

Willits Boules Club, Tuesdays and Fridays at 3
pm: The outdoor boules course is located across the
street from the Willits Skate Park. Info: bbruneau@
bbruneau.com

A2
299 East comme’®

Free Kids Karate Classes at Body Works Gym:
Sheriff's Youth Activities League offers free classes
for kids at the Willits Body Works Gym, 1511 South
Main Street, on Thursday evenings. “We teach
Matsubayashi Shorin Ryu Karate, Kenpo Youth/
Adult Self Defense, Bully and Abduction Awareness/
Defense, and Small Child PreSkills.” Little Dragons
Small Child “PreSkillz” karate class, 6 to 6:30 pm,
ages 3, 4, 5, 6 (7)

< to study? Come to the Willits Branch Library’s meeting

Ongoing Events at the Willits

Library

Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street.
Info: www.mendolibrary.org or 459-5908.

Story Time: Tuesday through Friday each week, 10:30 to
11 am. “Start your morning listening to a story. Join us in
the children’s area of the library.”

Penny University Coffee Klatch: Tuesdays, 11 am to
noon. We will meet in the Willits Library meeting room
to discuss various topics while enjoying a “cup of joe”.
e. Topics will range and will be announced ahead of
time.”

LEGO Club: Tuesdays, 5:30 to 6:30 pm. “It is
LEGO time at the library. Bring your imagination
and start building.”

Willits Walk and Talk: Join the Willits Branch

Library staff for a 20- to 30-minute walk around

the neighborhood. Come enjoy a little bit of

exercise as well as some pleasant conversation.

All ages are welcome. Wednesdays and Fridays

at 10 am; meet at the front entrance to the library,
390 East Commercia

.b
e2
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Open Lab / Study Hall: Don’'t have a decent place

room every Wednesday from 3 to 5 pm for the new Open
Lab / Study Hall. The library has plenty of helpful resources
including public Wi-Fi, computers with internet and word
processing capabilities, and databases to aid you with
your research, plus friendly and helpful staff ready to point
you in the right direction.

Calming Coloring at the Library: Thursdays, starting
Thursday, February 15, from 5 to 6 pm at the Willits Library,
390 East Commercial Street. An hour of quiet with coloring
pages. Supplies provided. All ages welcome.

Chess for Teens: On Fridays, from 4 to 6:30 pm. Teens,
ages 12-18 are invited; all skill levels welcome. Library
staff will be there to help beginners and those who want to
learn. Light refreshments will be provided. Willits Library,
390 East Commercial Street.

Games at the Library: Every 1st and 3rd Friday of the
month we will be bringing out the cards and board games.
All ages & player levels welcome. Bring your own games
to add to the fun!

Tech Help: Every first and third Saturday from 11 am to
12 pm: Is your computer on the fritz? Want to install a
new app? Bring your tech questions and get help from the

year-olds.  Beginner/
intermediate class,
7/8 years and above,
6:35 pm to 8 pm.
Intermediate/advanced

COLUMN | AT THE MOVIES

‘Dune: Part 2’

library’s tech savvy volunteer

Spinning & Knitting: Every
Saturday at the library; from 1 to
4:30 pm. “All skill levels welcome!

Sunday-9:00 a.m. - English
10:30 a.m. - Spanish
Confessions on Saturday
4:45 - 5:15 p.m.

Or by appointmet at
707-459-2252
https:/ / stanthonywillits.org /
saintanthonywillits@gmail.com
We welcome All Walks of Faith

St. Francis

Episcopal Church
1 North Main Street, Willits
707-272-0177
Sunday Service - 10 a.m.
In-person and on Zoom
Call for information.
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

St. John
Lutheran Church
Church Service:
Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day

Adventist Church
707-459-5714
Friendly, open worship
Saturdays
Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.
Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
399 W. Mendocino Ave.
All are welcome!

Willits United
Methodist Church

Labyrinth and Peace Garden
Aplace to find comfort
where all are welcome

Pastor Rosemary Landry

Sunday Worship at 10:30 am

286 School St. (at Pine)
707-459-2855
wumc@willitsonline.com

www.willitsumc.org

Facebook: facebook willits umc

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell

(707) 972-2475

april@uillitsweekly.com

Coffee!
Break .

REGISTRATION &
MEET & GREET

Richard
Weiss

""1 MENDOCINO,
\ ‘ COUNTY USEUT

et 7 C/ _".' '.';, %

MENDOCINO COUNTY MUSEUM WONACOTT ROOM

400 E. COMMERCIAL ST. WILLITS CA, 95490
FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT THE MUSEUM AT (707) 234 - 6365

‘Twelfth Night —
The Musical’' opens

at Mendocino College

The Mendocino College Theatre Arts
Department presents “Twelfth Night -
The Musical” March 7 through March 17
at Mendocino College’s Center Theatre
on the Ukiah Campus, 1000 Hensley
Creek Road. Originally produced by
the Public Theatre in NYC in 2016, this
joyous jazz-funk musical adaptation of
Shakespeare’s beloved comedy is set
in a modern world inspired by the music
and culture of New Orleans, featuring
an onstage New Orleans-style jazz-funk
band. For ages 11 and older. Opens
with a “pay what you wish” preview on
Thursday, March 7 at 7:30 pm. Regular
tickets $20; $15 students and seniors.
Advance purchase is advised; tickets at

e
s

Murphy's (Spuds), Carrots, Etc...

Veteran’s Memorial Building

yican Leg,'o

Presents
Duane Brown Memorial

ST. PATRICK'S
DAY FEAST

March 16, 2024
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Corned Beef & Cabbage

191 North Main « Willits

Mendocino Book Company or online at
www.ArtsMendocino.org, and at the door
as available. Info: 707-468-3172 or www.

Adults
$25.00

*Children

A

mendocino.edu/academics/programs/
arts.

.0 O\ $1_2-00/‘
*Children 12 & under. Children under 5 eat free E

MEET THE ARTISTS
Saturda March 9, 6-9 PM.

Presents

Willits Center for the Arts
71 E. Commercial St.
Willits, CA 95490

OPEN 11 AM -5 PM

WEEKEKNDS
THIS SHOW ENDS MARCH 31

www.willitscenterforthearts.org
707-459-1726

Susie
Racecar

__ *2024*%&2

MAIN STREET

SUNDAY *» MAY 26TH
234 S. MAIN STREET
10AM - 3PM

Check in 8:00am - 10:00am * Pre-registration: director@willits.org

* Willits Chamber of Commerce (707) 459-7910 *
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1 WILLITS CENTER FOR THE
T @Wﬁ’e Chreatae.Be

FREE
Jewelry Workshop for TEENS
with Simone Ndoye

You will learn about designing and creating
your own cuff bracelet and infinity wrap ring
using technigues to create 2 balanced one of a
kind treasures. No experience necessary.
Space is limited.

REGISTRATION www.willitscenterforthearts.org

FARMERS

SUPPORT LOCAL FARMERS

WILLITS WINTER

) .10 i?.m. learning env]ronmem_fcr women who warit I B (B L Prearer Sl [Urehes senes T . .
Other miristis suspended o oo the j_r:?ofnii!;\rg :eclgalgsi:aﬁ::v: Teens Free J ewglry Workshop Willits Block Party at Eygrgreen Center at e City % ak (or acrogs the strost in 6256 of i) S';i?’ ;rlmlw | agTehSéreS tlg The Story: This fck begins pretty much where i
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indoor
WINTER LOCATION

Little Lake Grange Hall
291 School St in Willits

3PM-5:30PM

EBT/WIC coupons accepted
double EBT w/ $30 match
credit/debit card vouchers

UPSTATE =
CALIFORMNLA
CREATIVE
coRps
GRANTEE!

Fremen in many battles. Gigantic Sand
Worms are ridden. Hundreds, maybe
thousands of nasty Harkonnen thugs are
slashed, spitted, and bleed out on the
knives of the fanatic Fremen warriors.
Also, there’s tenderness, too, in the love
story of Paul (Timothée Chalamet) and |
Chani (Zendaya).

* local produce, meat, eggs,
mushrooms, & herbs/spices

» freshly baked breads

* hot & prepared foods

« hot beverages

+ fermented goods

* desserts (gf & vegan too)

* salsas & dips

« herbal products

+ crafts & locally made gifts

« live music & community

OO.
follow us
@willitsfarmersmarket
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No more spoilers. This is a great flick.

Farmers Markets My Thoughts: Brilliant. Brilliant. Brilliant.
it Director Denis Villeneuve has put

Assemblymember
Jim Wood in Ukiah

The regular meeting of the Inland Mendocino
Democratic Club on Thursday, March 14, will feature
guest speaker Assemblymember Jim Wood.
Mountain Mike’s Pizza, 1090 South State Street, and on
Zoom (find login at http://inlandmendodems.org), from
6:30 to 7:30 pm. Pizza will be provided for attendees

If you have a question for Assemblymember
Wood, please email it before March 14 to info@
inlandmendodems.org. For more info, to join the club,
or to see a video of the club’s District 2 Assembly
candidates forum, visit www.Inlandmendodems.org

together a perfectly paced, perfectly
camera’ed and edited masterpiece.

At see the movie - it’s technically and artistical

narratively wonderful!

and up.

N beginning.  There play and sign up to perform
is a myth and a 15-minute set with other
prophecy  among local musicians. “Meet new

Dan Essman the Fremen that musicians, ~ discover  new

e was created by the genres and explore your
Bene Gesserit: a creativity!”

Hero will come. Who this hero will be, and when will Bluegrass  String  Jam:

He appear? The question is asked, and answered.
Paul proves himself to be that hero. He leads the

The Dune novel haunted him, said Villeneuve.
He wanted and needed to honor Frank Herbert's
story. He succeeded. This flick has to be seen on
the giant screen. In fact, do yourself a favor: Go

Parents: This movie is morally perfect. It probably
is too complex for little ones. My guess is ages 12,

Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

Bring any instrument you can

Every 1st and 3rd Saturday
of the month starting at 3 pm
— welcomes
all Bluegrass
musicians!
An  official
jam for the
California
Bluegrass
Association,
) you
never know
w hich
members
from out of
the area may
drop in!”

Wednesday Open Mic Night:
Shanachie Pub  presents
its popular Open Mic Night
every Wednesday, featuring
an eclectic array of local
musicians and  performers
from around the world. Pub
opens at 3 pm, and from
opening until 7 pm, you can be
entered for the lottery. Lottery
determines order from which
you pick your 20 minute time
slot starting at 7:20 pm

ly and

NERYD

Thmmt

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
707-459-6660

www.noyotheatre.com

Coming Soon:
GHOSTBUSTERS:
FROZEN EMPIRE

DUNE: PART 2

KUNG FU
PANDA 4

(PG) 1 hr 34 mins
(PG13) 2 hrs 46 mins Fri.: 5:30 & 7:45pm
Fri.: 7:30pm Sat.: 3:15, 5:30
SAT.: 4:00 & 7:30pm & 7:45pm
Sun.: 3:00 & 6:30pm S“’g:ez:jé% 90
Mon.-Thurs.: 6:30pm Mon.-Thurs.:
4:30 & 6:45pm

Movie Times for March 8 thru March 14

BOB MARLEY:
LOVE

(PG13) 1 hr 47 mins
Fri.: 6:00 & 8:30pm
Sat.: 3:30, 6:00 & 8:30pm
M Sun.: 2:30, 5:00 & 7:30pm
Mon.-Thurs: 5:00
& 7:30 pm
OVER 21 CLUB -
Luxury Recliners

Masks Optional
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BROWNS

7am - 10pm
459-4854

1799 So. Main St.
P.0. Box 428

GAR

. CONSTRUCTION

MAN

SERVICES,
Lic# 679517

B> -

707-459-5859

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

R =
D el

NC Financial Group

675 S Main Street, Willits, CA 95490
www.ncfinancialgroup.com

Voted Best Financial Advisor

(855) 240-6606
(415) 480-3669
EA #105394

CA DRE #0 36
CA Insurance Lic. # 0H68496

Nicholas Casagrande, EA
CEO & Financlal Advisor

nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com

Wealth Management

ent

‘Above and yond’

Top row, from left: WPD
PP Community Services

. Officer Chris Dendly,
{ right, is officially sworn
i in by Willits City Manager
§ Brian Bender on February
22. WPD Officer Cody
Pearson receives the
3 department’s Lifesaving
Award from interim WPD
Chief James Conner.
Acting Sergeant Rodrigo
Avalos shakes interim
Chief James Conner’s
hand after receiving the
WPD’s Lifesaving Award.

Bottom row, from left:
Dispatcher Michael
Stainbrook receives the
WPD’s Lifesaving Award.
WPD Officer Jamie Cary

L receives the department’s
Lifesaving Award from
interim WPD Chief James
Conner. WPD Officer
John Gale receives the
department’s Lifesaving
Award.

At left: Interim WPD
Chief James Conner,

at right, with new
Community Services
Office Chris Dendy,
center, and Lifesaving
Awards winners, from left,
Acting Sergeant Rodrigo
Avalos, Officer John
Gale, Dispatcher Michael
Stainbrook, Officer Cody
Pearson, and Officer
Jamie Cary.

Photos courtesy of WPD,
City of Willits

WPD honors 5 with Lifesaving Awards, swears in new CSO

Posted by WPD and City of Willits

On Friday, February 23 in the Willits City Council
chambers, interim Willits Police Chief James Conner and
City Manager Brian Bender gathered with employees and
their families to complete the swearing-in ceremony for
Community Services Officer Chris Dendy. CSO Dendy
began in January and will continue his training support
of sworn personnel and the department’s mission of
partnering with the community.

In addition, Interim Chief Conner awarded five Lifesaving

The Perfect Spring Outing!
EASTER EXPRESS
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Awards in recognition of three recent lifesaving events.
Acting Sergeant Rodrigo Avalos, Officer Cody Pearson,
Officer John Gale, Officer Jamie Cary, and Dispatcher
Michael Stainbrook each received the Willits Police
Department’s Lifesaving Award for their acts above and
beyond in service to their community. We are proud to be
able to recognize them for their dedication and service to
Willits!

The Lifesaving Awards came from three local incidents.
The most recent was on February 12, 2024 when officers
conducting parking enforcement in the area of Creekside
Drive and Creekside Court noticed a vehicle with expired
registration stickers. Officer Jamie Cary recognized the
vehicle, and knew that the owner “frequently slept inside
the vehicle with her dog. Though the windows were darkly
tinted and partly obstructed by items inside, the officers
could see the dog was inside. Officer Cary knew the owner
did not leave the dog unattended.

“The officers attempted to contact the owner by calling
out and knocking on the windows, but received no answer.
Through a partially open window, Officer Cary observed
the owner lying on her back and unresponsive inside the
vehicle. Fearing a medical emergency, Officer Cary was
able to safely get the dog out of the vehicle and secure it.

“The 19-year-old woman was not breathing and had no
pulse. Officer Cary and Field Training Officer John Gale
began lifesaving measures. Emergency medical crews
arrived and transported the woman to the Emergency
Department at Howard Memorial Hospital, where she was
treated and later released.”

In 2023, officers from two incidents were honored.

Read the rest of

AW&IdSI Over on page 9

Mike Oglesby
707-489-0755

Residential - Commercial » Industrial
mike@3sonselectric.net
CA 1081690

2010 Industry Rd, Ukiah CA 95482 707-462-1660

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
— SINCE 1974—

Open Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
& Saturdays 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

‘We have See’s Easter candy s b
on sale now. I

clothing
and furniture
available.

459-6826
1501 BAECHTEL ROAD * WILLITS

-
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WW474

Statement of
Abandonment of Use of

Fictitious Business Name
File No: 2021-F0220

The person or persons listed
below have abandoned the use
of the following fictitious
business name: Loet
Vanderveen Legacy Editions,
12 Maple Street, Willits, CA
95490, Mendocino County.

The FBN was filed in
Mendocino County on April 21,
2021. File Number 2021-
F0220. Registered owners:
Mas Art, LLC, 12 Maple Street,
Willits, CA 95490.

This business was
conducted by a Limited Liability
Company.

This FBN Statement of
Abandonment was filed with
the Mendocino County Clerk-
Recorder on February 2, 2024.
/s Martha Ann Seifert

Publication dates: February 15,
22, 29, March 7, 2024.

Ww475

Fictitious Business
Name Statement
2024-F0108

The following corporation is
doing business as EURoad
Travel Guides, 1816 Buckeye
Road, Willits, CA 95490.
Mailing address: P.O. Box
2127, Willits CA 95490.

Registered owner: Digital
Aeon Inc., P.O. Box 651,
Nyack, NY 10960.

This business is conducted by
a corporation.

The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on December 2016..

FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-
Recorder on February 14, 2024.

/sl Victoria Bertotti

Publication dates: February 29,
March 7, 14, 21, 2024

Avenue, Willits, CA 95490, am

persons interested in this
matter shall appear before this
court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of
name should not be granted.

Any person objecting to the
name changes described
above must file a written
objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at
least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear at the
hearing to show cause why the
petition should not be granted.

If no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.

My court hearing date will be
4/5/24 at The Superior Court of
California, County of
Mendocino, 100 North State
Street, Ukiah, CA 95482. Hon.
Ann C. Moorman Judge,

Superior Court of Mendocino unresponsive.

My case number is
24CV00179.

Publication dates: March 7, 14,
21, and 28, 2024

WWA476

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2024-F0086

The following person or
persons are doing business as
Backroad Security, 7659 Hwy
29, Kelseyville, CA 95451.

Mailing address: PO Box Security, 7659 Hwy 29,
1516, Lakeport CA 95453. Kelseyville, CA 95451; Lake
Registered owners: Richard County.
Lynn Russell, 7659 Hwy 29, The FBN was filed in
Kelseyville, CA 95451; John Mendocino County on October
Keith Schiessl, 26750 N Hwy 5, 2020. File Number 2020-
101, Willits CA 95490; and F0501.
Patrick Bruce Lawrason, 167 Registered owners: Richard

Wall Street, Fort Bragg CA Lynn Russell, 7659 Hwy 29,
95437. Kelseyville, CA 95451; Randall

Leslie Vann, 88910 Mina Road,
Covelo CA 95428; and John
Keith Schiessl, 26750 N Hwy
101, Willits CA 95490.

This business was conducted
by a General Partnership..

FBN Statement of
Abandonment was filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-
Recorder on February 28, 2024.

/sl John K. Schiessl|

Publication dates: March 7, 14,
21, 28, 2024.

WW476

Statement of
Abandonment of Use of
Fictitious Business Name
2020-F0501

The person or persons listed
below have abandoned the use
of the following fictitious
business name: Backroad

This business is conducted
by a General Partnership..

The registrants commenced
to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on N/A.

FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-
Recorder on February 2, 2024

Publication dates: March 7, 14,

Ww474 The res.tAof d I Is! John K. Schiess|
Order to Show waras 2128 2024,
Cause — From page 8
Change of Name
LKl DgF, iLs On September 16, a 911 caller reported
esting 50 Nameca | @ 73-year-old woman was choking on

food. Officers were dispatched as first

proposing to change my name responders.
to Pinky Xohara Simpson. ) ) )
THE COURT ORDERS that all Upon arrival, Officer Rodrigo Avalos

and Officer Jacob Newcomb located the
woman on the kitchen floor. She was
unresponsive. After confirming the woman
was not breathing and had no pulse, the
officers began life-saving measures.

“Officer Cody Pearson arrived and joined
the life-saving actions until the emergency
medical crew arrived and relieved the
officers. At about 1456 hours, the medical
crew was able to locate a pulse and
transport the woman to the Emergency
Department at Howard Memorial Hospital,
where she was treated and later released.”

On September 28, 2023, at about 12:35
am, a citizen came to the lobby of the Willits
Police Department to report a medical
emergency. “She told the dispatcher that
she went to an associate’s home in Willits
and discovered two men unconscious and

County “The reporting party only knew one of the
men, and only by his first name. She was
able to provide a general description of the
location of the residence but did not know
the actual street name or number.

Mendocino County invites
applications for:
Agricultural Commissioner/

Sealer of Weights & Measures
$125,112 - $152,068

Assistant Agricultural Commissioner/
Sealer of Weights & Measures
$88,899 - $108,076
Corrections Deputy
$55,369 - $67,308
Deputy Probation Officer I/1l
$51,937 - $69,617
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner
$75,878 - $93,142
Public Safety Dispatcher
$53,102 - $64,542
Sheriff’s Legal Specialist
$49,296 - $59,945
Victim/Witness Advocate
$45,260 - $54,995
For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:
www.mendocinocounty.gov/jobs
EOE

“With a small amount of information from
the reporting party, Dispatcher Michael
Stainbrook researched WPD records and
computer data. He was eventually able to
identify a probable address in the 300 block
of North Street. Dispatcher Stainbrook
dispatched a police officer to the residence
and notified emergency medical services.

“When first responders arrived, they
discovered a 60-year-old male lying on the
front porch of the residence. Emergency
medical personnel confirmed the man was
deceased.

“Inside the residence, officers found
a 41-year-old male unconscious and
unresponsive on the floor of a bathroom.
Emergency medical personnel were
able to transport the man via ambulance
to Adventist Health Howard Memorial
Hospital, where he was admitted. After
several days in a comatose state, the man
recovered.

“Dispatcher Stainbrook’s proficiency with
available databases and records systems,
and his excellent investigative work,
allowed emergency help to locate the man
in time to save his life.”

The lifesaving efforts and community
care that the officers displayed in these
incidents are hereby recognized with the
Willits Police Department Lifesaving Award.

The rest of

B ACEI From page 3

making smash burgers for the members of the club once it
becomes a reality. “A smash burger starts out as a meatball
and is smashed on the griddle until it's super thin and crispy
around the edges. You slap that over onto some grilled
onions and serve it with some minimal shredded lettuce
and some homemade Big Mac sauce,” he explained.

In the spirit of becoming a place where local musicians
have a place to congregate, BACE (which stands for
Beyond a Common Experience) held a musical-instrument
swap on Saturday, March 2. Everything from acoustic and
electric guitars, amplifiers, synthesizers, paraphernalia,
and other collectibles were on display.

But the most intriguing aspect of the afternoon was the
collection of musicians who gathered to sell the equipment
they were no longer using, “culling the herd,” as said by
Hal Wagenet. Many of the participants have amassed
large amounts of instruments and electronic gear over the
years, complete with a story to go along with each piece.

Along with Wagenet, who brought several electric and

Marc Komer
Legal Document Assistant
An Affordable
Non-Attorney Service

(707) 459-2775

245 South Humboldt St., Suite B, Willits
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

—NomM r=2E==mr

N

< X GGim|—A 4 X o o o v 3
E\Il—ll_l_}ﬁ(—lxmﬁm

A
0

K
A
R
0
N
A
i
R
u
H
L

N > IF= 0O NO O N

= -

~
w
6)]
AN
(o]
)\
(o))
(00]

() Nl N(of E i NooR NG} NAON IF SN
O N ENEN NN EIOE Ko} o)} Koo
N[N |O|HjJO|—
OO |IN|WL—= O
(SR NG N E (ool IF- N BAVE INE Ne))
AIN|[OJO || =00 ]|W
(oo} N(oR O3 §\ON NOVR No)} [ BN K
NI NJOI|=]|OJW]|O
= OOV |OINJOID

30 words for $15 for 2 weeks

Brookside John Ford
Registration Ranch Beef
Open John  Ford  Ranch
st has the 50 Ib.
Rancher’'s Choice Box
for $390.00 and the 25
Ib. Hamburger Box for
$170.00. Please contact
Debbie Arkelian @ 459-
5049. (Prices change
effective 6/25/23)

Brookside Elementary
TK /  Kindergarten
registration is  now
open. To register go to
www.willitsunified.com.
Kindergarten: age 5 by
Sept. 1, 2024; TK: age
5 between Sept. 2, 2024
and June 2, 2025.

Office for Rent

Office for Rent: 100 sq. ft.
centrally located, shared
waiting room, off street
parking, central heat and
A/C. Handicap Access.
TK / Kindergarten de Utilities included. $250/
Brookside  Elementary mo. 707-354-2473 avail.
ya esta abierta. Para 3/15.

registrarse, vaya a www.

willitsunified.com.

Inscripcion

abierta en

Brookside
La inscripcion para

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent

Space for RV’s and
Trailers ~ $425  per
month, includes water
& garbage. Close to
I0S devices. Repairs, Safeway in Willits. Call
configuration and Tony (707) 972-4696.
tutoring: ~ $50/hr.  Call See at hitp://www.
Liam 459-2470 or email oaknvine.net/tp
uicearbhaill@gmail.com

Computer Help

Need help with your
computer? PC,
Macintosh, Android and

Willits Food

Bank at new

location
Community

Help Wanted

Join the team at the

Mendocino Food & Willits
Nutrition Program. Open Services & Food Bank
positions - Development continues to distribute
Director FT. Warehouse food, pantry staples,
Supervisor  FT  Willits hygienic products, and
Warehouse. Apply at more , to hungry families
fortbraggfoodbanklorg and individuals in the
or on indeed.com Willits area, at their
new location at 344
Railroad Avenue. Food
distribution is available
on Wednesdays and
Fridays from 1 to 4:30
pm. Info: 459-3333.

Indoor Yard Sale
Giant  Indoor  Yard
Sale — Deep Valley
Christian School, 8555
Uva Drive, Redwood
Valley, (across from
the Broiler). Saturday,
March 9-8amto 4 pm

Willits Weekly

Classifieds ads are S15 for 30 words,
for two weeks. Email us your ad now!

acoustic guitars, his former band mate, Mitchell Holman,
a bass player with a unique sound, offered some of his
creative custom instruments as well as stories of the past.
Wagenet's brother, John, also brought several guitars.

Don, a local harmonica player who has been seen with
several of the Willits-based bands, came to peruse the
goods and try out a synthesizer. Tom Girdauskas, of The
Cult of Ours and other groups, was seen enjoying one of
Considine’s smash burgers. Other musicians tinkered on
guitars, basses and synthesizers while reminiscing about
celebrities they have known, and / or played with.

Robert Moen, who has a collection of close to 200 guitars,
brought an eclectic collection of guitars and memorabilia,
along with stories of his life in music. ‘I have a guitar that
was signed by all the Beach Boys,” said Moen in one of his
many reminisces. “l used to work for those guys in Big Sur.
| got 13 signatures on it.

“Neil Young was playing in my front yard, doing a sound
check,” said Moen. “l was told Neil Young, under no
circumstances, will sign my guitar. Neil doesn’t endorse or
deface instruments. He won't do it, so don’t ask him. After
the show, | grabbed my Martin and said it's already been
defaced. Would he like to sign my guitar? Neil found out
that | had David Crosby’s signature, and | was told in no
uncertain terms that he doesn’t sign anything that David
Crosby has signed. | told him that Ramblin’ Jack Elliot
had signed it and Neil grabbed the guitar and signed.”
In addition to the guitars, Moen creates intricate mosaic
guitars which he sells at craft fairs.

For more info, visit https://linktr.ee/bacevenue or check
out the “BACE Venue” Facebook page.
-l
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At top, from left: Many of the die-hard players bring their own
good-luck charms. This guide shows the number of different
ways a player can win. Marlene Brown shows the pull tabs,
another way to win at the Senior Center Bingo. These piggies
make an oinking sound when the caller announces a particular
number. Above: Virginia Jorge and Katie Barry, although they
work at the Bingo game, are able to play as well. At right: The
lunch room is filled with avid bingo players.
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Above, left: Virginia Jorge shows the pack of cards to be filled for the various types of Bingo games.
Above, right: Caller Joe Vaccaro picks the numbers that are forced up a shoot.

Photos by Mathew Caine
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Banking Made Easy

NEW Local Choice Checking * No Fees
Open An Account Today!

Savings Bank

OF MENDOCINO COUNTY
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Bingo Blast
Senior Center holds quarterly high-stakes bingo
game with 12 cards and a meal for $35

A group of Willits residents spent the
afternoon making Small Picture Frames,
Double Postage Stamps, Birthday Cakes,

) Six Packs Anywhere,
IMathew Caine  Crazy Ts, Four
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com Leaf CIovers, and
other patterns, and
had a ton of fun doing so. The quarterly
Senior Center Bingo Blast took place last
Saturday, March 2 in the dining room /
bingo hall. They had to concentrate on the
voice of caller Joe Vaccaro in order to find
numbers on up to 12 or more cards at a
time, while at the same time, talking with
their friends, munching on the provided
sandwiches, and arranging their good luck
charms in a way that would guarantee a
win or two.

In addition to filling out the myriad cards
in a variety of patterns, the players were
able to purchase pull tabs from Marlene
Brown, with several chances to win up to
$50. Those who win lower amounts usually
buy more pull tabs with the receipts, in
order to increase the odds of winning
more. Brown also had daubers (the ink
devices which are used to mark off the
numbers that are called), although most
of the inveterate semi-professional players
brought their own daubers so they could
create a mélange of colors as they played,
thus pleasing their aesthetic senses.

“This is our Bingo Blast. Or it could
be called Bingo Bash,” explained game
organizer and Senior Center board member
Virginia Jorge. “We have our regular bingo
game every Friday evening. We used to
have bingo once month on the first Sunday
of every month, but COVID put an end to
that. During the hiatus, I've had volunteers
move away, pass away, and volunteers
whose immune system got so low, they

can’'t volunteer anymore. Richard [Baker]
and our bookkeeper and | came up with the
idea of doing a quarterly bingo game. This
is our first one. We'll have one in June, one
in September, and then our famous New
Year’s Eve game.”

For $35, the players receive a series
of cards that can be used for the various
incarnations of Bingo. “They get what we
call a “10 pack’ and two special cards: a
Blackout and a Four-Ten-Eight. They also
get a meal for the $35. Today, we are
serving a choice of a ham, turkey, or roast
beef sandwich with their choice of a variety
of cheeses. It comes with either potato or
macaroni salad, and a cookie. We started
out small. For my Sunday bingos years
ago, | used to prep big meals. Alex has
always helped out in the snack bar and he
and Jules are running the snack bar today,
for us,” Jorge continued.

Oh, and don’t forget the piggies. They
are rubber pig figurines, on each table, that
when squeezed, create an oinking sound.
“The first number that's pulled out of the
machine by our caller is the pig number. If
the caller pulls that number out during any
game, everybody squeezes their pig which
makes an oinking sound, and then Joe puts
a quarter in this pig. If anybody bingos on
that number, they get all the money that's
in the blue piggie. On New Year's Eve we
had a new player, Helen Simms, who is a
member of Rotary, win the pig, which was
worth $50 or $60. If nobody wins it, we roll
it over to the next session.”

Bingo player Linda Weldon has a system
which she utilizes at each of the several
bingo games she plays weekly, both in

Read the rest of

BingoI Over on page 11
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Chiropractor, Lakeview
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Family Physician

Hillside, Dora Street, Little Lake, Lakeview

Our mission is to provide compassionate, high-quality care
for our communities. Your health matters. Call us today.
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Steven C.
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Family Physician

LAKE
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Medical Facility
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(707) 456-9600
LITTLE LAKE HEALTH CENTER
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The rest of
PlanI From page 1

City Park is a different grant project, already funded.)

When the expanded project was authorized last June,
city manager Bender said that the city would use the plan
“as a tool to go after grant opportunities, and then we can
set aside some general fund funding to implement some
of the items as well.” A company from Ashland, Oregon,
Terrain Landscape Architects, was hired to create the plan
- and was paid from the income generated by the water
sales. (

Terrain Landscape’s final East Commercial Street
package, presented to the council at the February 28
meeting, received a decidedly mixed reaction from council
members, who were unsure what they had, or maybe
hadn'’t, accomplished.

Council member Greta Kanne asked: “If only some of it
is implemented, how will we know if the plan is a success?
Is there a certain amount that, if implemented, we can
say ‘Good, we executed this plan well.” If 10% were done,
would that be a good thing? Are we aiming for 70%? How
will we know when we’re done, or were successful?”

Bender replied: “l don't think a community is ever done
with planning or implementation. It's ongoing.”

This, council member Larry Stranske quickly pointed
out, is just like many prior plans. Stranske feels that the
city is adding more projects on top of unfinished or not-
yet-started projects that have been promised to Willits
residents, some for years, like doing something about the
Van Hotel, lighting the Wood Street parking lot, and making
improvements to East Mendocino Avenue. “We haven't
done anything for all these other things that we've gotten.
And to have another one that's on the books, that's not
going to work for me.”

Kanne added: “Historically the city has created lots of
plans that have not been implemented or fully implemented
In the community. There’s a question of Here we go again.”

Benderreplied: “Noteverything’sgoingtobeimplemented.
Maybe we're not the greatest on implementation. We'll
work on that. But before we can implement, we need a
plan. We need a vision.”

Mayor Saprina Rodriguez had to step down and not
participate in the discussion or vote. Rodriguez and
her family own and operate three businesses on East
Commercial Street that, according to Willits City Attorney
Jim Lance, is legally a conflict of interest even though
Rodriguez would not benefit directly from any money spent
on the project, including recommended sidewalk repairs.

Rodriguez had just completed major sidewalk upgrades
in front of her businesses, $35,000 paid entirely by
Rodriguez, “as my responsibility as a property owner.”
Rodriguez also told Willits Weekly that all three of
Stranske’s specific issues were currently being worked on,
including the Van Hotel which is finally getting some legal
action against the out-of-town owners.

Despite an impressive presentation by Terrain
Landscape’s owner Sam Bickel, caution was definitely
on all of the council members’ minds. Madge Strong had
previously warned that residents of town may be more
concerned with filling pot holes than putting new signs
and wider walkways on East Commercial Street. Council
member Gerry Gonzalez added, ‘I don’t want to be
beholden to this plan if things change or there’s a safety
issue or public comment [opposing to the plan].”

And on a vote of 3 to 1, with Stranske dissenting, the
city council voted to accept the East Commercial Street
Corridor Master Plan, even if not everyone was quite sure
what would become of this vast project — except for City
Manager Bender, who confidently concluded, “ suspect
we'll see Sam [from Terrain] in other meetings putting forth
project proposals and grant opportunities.”

The rest of .
Bingo
Willits and Ukiah. It's in the

I From page 10

the starter pack, ensuring

way that she sets up her
cards, her daubers, and her
good luck charms. Nothing
is left to chance, except that
everything is up to chance,
the order in which the balls
climb up the shoot, how
they are situated in the bin,
and perhaps atmospheric
and environmental aspects.

“| play every Friday and
then | take my dogs to the
dog park, in the summer,”
said Weldon. “l won last
night at the Friday night
game. | like bingo because
| can be here with my
friends. It's a social thing.
I've been playing for a long
time.”

Pat Yoxall has her own
rubber pig that sounds like
it passes gas, rather than
oinking. It is supposed
to bring her luck and
personalizes the game
for her. She is also a
verifier, making sure that
the winners have actually
filled in the correct squares.
Sammy, a longtime player,
won the first game of the
afternoon and received

$35, which is the price of

&) wiLits Weekly

that she can play for free
until she runs out of the
provided starter pack.

Players do not have to
wait for the quarterly Bingo
Bash. They can play every
Friday at the Senior Center,
a lower-stakes game but
just as much fun. “The
doors open at 4:30 pm and
we start playing at 5 pm,”
Jorge explained. “There are
free snacks and free drinks.
We use the old-fashioned
push cards and it's $.50
per card; $6 to buy in and
$.50 per card and you can
play as many cards as you
want.”

Oh, and the Thrift Store
is now open on Saturdays,
10 amto 2 pm.

And keep your eye out
for the Senior Center's
FUN-ding RAFFLE tickets
in your mail box!

For more information on
the Willits Harrah Senior
Center, located at 1501
Baechtel Road, visit www.
willitsseniorcenter.com,
their Facebook page, or call
459-6826.

The Local Paper

The rest of
Homeless

According to the California Budget and Policy Center,
“Individuals and families are considered homeless if they
do not have a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime
residence, for example, if they are living in a shelter,
vehicle, or other places not meant for habitation.”

I From page 1

Falandes spoke to an interested audience which
included Supervisor John Haschak as well as Willits City
Council members Madge Strong and Gerry Gonzales.
Representatives from a range of organizations, including
Ruthanne Volz from Willits Community Services & Food
Bank, Shannon DeMuth from Community Crossroads,
Jane McCabe from WELL, and a staff person from the
Ukiah Building Bridges Shelter also attended, listening
intently and sometimes adding comments, anecdotes and
suggestions.

The Safety and Compassion presentation included many
concerning facts and data, also offering input and stories
from family members of those experiencing homelessness
in Willits which were the most impactful, with passions
rising to the surface and more than a few tears shed.

Falandes spoke to the vulnerability of this population,
many of whom have one or more disabilities in addition to
their lack of housing, noting that, “Predators always prey
on the most vulnerable among us.”

A picture emerged of an extremely challenging situation,
with multiple agencies struggling to mitigate the challenges
for those facing homelessness, but frequently losing
funding when short-term grants or government dollars
run out. These agencies are on the front lines, offering
a patchwork of solutions to the many factors that affect
unhomed people, including the lack of food and shelter,
and adjacent issues like hygiene, safety, and medical
services.

Amidst rising housing costs and an overall decrease
in available housing, Willits has largely lost the services
of several “Housing Navigators,” who previously helped
young people, elders, families, and others in the search
for adequate and safe housing, as funding for this crucial
program and many others has dried up.

Falandes explained: “Manzanita Services Wellness
Center closed in Willits in March of 2023. As a stopgap,
Mendocino County Behavioral Health Services opened a
Wellness Center, with limited days and hours, based at
the Willits Integrated Service Center [at 472 East Valley
Street].” She continued: “ The Wellness Center is open
for services on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays
from 10 am until 2:30 pm. It's a crucial program, but with a
drastic reduction in availability from what was previously a
40-hour-a-week program.”

Falandes went on to discuss a number of positive
working partnerships with various local faith groups,
Mendocino County Public Health, especially Behavioral
Health, Willits Police Department and the county Sheriff's

The rest of .
Election

shows only 7,418 votes have been counted so far.

One thing that's clear from what's been counted so far is
Mendocino County is supporting incumbent President Joe
Biden bigtime this year, at 92.30 percent of the Democratic
primary vote. In 2020, Democrat Bernie Sanders won the
presidential primary in Mendocino County, by 45.81%, with
candidate Joe Biden receiving only 18.90%.

GOP Presidential primary candidate Donald Trump is
winning the GOP primary in Mendocino County, as well as
statewide. In Mendocino County, Trump has won 76.48%
of the primary vote (1,346 voters) so far, with candidate
Nikki Haley winning 19.43% (342 voters). In the 2020 GOP
primary election in Mendocino County, as of initial results
posted in the 2020 “Final Election Night Report,” candidate
Trump had won 91.72% of the vote.

The “jungle primary” for retiring state Assemblymember
Jim Wood's seat in the Second District is still too close
to call, as far as which Democratic candidate will face
GOP candidate Michael Greer from Del Norte County In
November. Greer has received 28% of the district-wide
vote reported so far on the California Secretary of State
Elections Results site.

Sonoma County Supervisor Chris Rogers — endorsed
by Mendocino County supervisors John Haschak, Dan
Gjerde, and Glenn McCourty — is currently narrowly leading
for second place with 19.6 percent, with the next Democrat
in line, Rusty Hicks, coming in at 18.9 percent. Mendocino
County Supervisor Ted Williams is currently at 7.1 percent
in the district count, but is leading the slate of Democratic
candidates in county-only votes, receiving 21.08% of the
vote in Mendocino County.

Another clear result is that, as of the Final Election Night
Report, Mendocino County’s bid to renew fees for the
Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Program will pass handily,
with 80.64% of the voters (so far) saying yes and 19.36%
of county voters saying no.

I From page 1

The statewide results for Proposition 1, “Bonds for
Mental Health Treatment Facilities,” are close, with the CA
SOS reporting 50.2% (1,892,455 voters) saying “Yes” and
49.8% (1,879,981 voters) saying “No.”

In Mendocino County’s First Supervisorial District,
candidate Madeline Cline is way out in front, with 58.93%
of the vote. Second Supervisorial District results show a
tight race, with incumbent Supervisor Maureen Mulheren
leading with 51.09% of the vote (541 voters) so far, and
challenger Jacob Brown at 48.91% (516 voters). In the
Fourth District, candidate Bernie Norvell has stacked up a
big lead, with 81.20% of the vote (1,559 voters) compared
to candidate Georgina Avila-Gorman at 18.80% (361
votes).

The U.S. Senate election to fill the late Sen. Diane
Feinstein’s seat — both the full term and the partial/
unexpired term — have been called already, with Democrat
Adam Schiff and Republican Steve Garvey to face each
other in the November election.

California counties must complete and certify election
results for the 2024 primary by April 4 2024.

Office, Adventist Hospital Health Care Navigators, and
Willits Economic Localization, among others. She gave
a shout-out to the successful and dynamic employment
program that Mendocino College has been providing to
our area.

In terms of immediate needs, she proposed a number of
short-term but critical solutions, including: more effective
and timely transportation and additional support to clinic
appointments, pharmacies, and the emergency room, as
well as hands-on and centrally located support for people
who do not own or use computers, have trouble reading, or
experience disorganized thinking.

In addition, Falandes spoke about the importance of
accessible warming shelters. “Shelter is the answer, but
we need more than just shelter to solve this problem.” She
wenton to point out that: “Tiny houses hold a lot of potential,
but just having a warming shelter during the winter months
would make a huge difference here in Willits.”

On a person-to-person level, Falandes emphasized the
need for those who care about the homelessness issue to
educate themselves with respect to the sadness, anxiety,
and even resentment that often affects our behavior
towards those who live on our streets and under our
bridges.

She suggested that we can all be more aware of how
we talk about this thorny situation, changing our language
from “the homeless” to “people living without safe housing.”
She added: “Never underestimate the effect of eye contact
or a smile. It's hard for us to really ‘see’ unhoused people
as part of the community. The natural response is to think
of them as the ‘other.” The truth is most of these people
have been in and around Willits for a very long time. It's so
important that we counter stereotypes. It's painful to face
this, but we will never solve the problem if we continually
look away.”

Avenues to Wellness was established by the Frank R.
Howard Foundation in August 2013. ATW is a community-
based wellness program offering free-of-charge health
education to Willits and the surrounding areas. ATW
talks are always free to the public, and donations are
appreciated. The next talk is set for March 20, at the Willits
Methodist Church, with local licensed acupuncturist Dianne
Smalley of Abundant Health Acupuncture and Herbs. Visit
www.avenuestowellness.org or call: 707-456-9676 for
more information.

The rest of

IncidentI From page 1

it appeared the inmate was not choking, and multiple
dosages of Narcan were administered due to a suspected
drug overdose. As a result, the inmate began to show signs
of recovery and improved health.

During this time a Corrections lieutenant began to
perform a walkthrough of the housing module to assess
the health and safety of the other male inmates housed in
this specific housing module.

During an inspection of a nearby cell, the lieutenant
found an unresponsive male inmate who was housed by
himself. Correctional staff and personnel with the Ukiah
Valley Fire Authority entered the cell and began providing
medical aid to include the use of Narcan.

The lieutenant continued the walkthrough of the housing
module and inspected a nearby cell which contained
three male inmates. The lieutenant noticed one of the
male inmates had an abnormally pale complexion and
was sweating. Correctional and medical staff provided aid
to the inmate to include the use of Narcan. These efforts
resulted in an observed improvement in the inmate’s
physical condition.

The lieutenant continued the walkthrough of the housing
module and inspected a nearby cell which contained one
male inmate. The inmate was laying on the floor and was
unconscious. Correctional staff and ambulance personnel,
who had just arrived at the jail, entered the cell and provided
medical aid to the inmate to include the use of Narcan.

The lieutenant continued the walkthrough of the housing
module and inspected a nearby cell which contained three
male inmates. The lieutenant noticed one of the inmates
had an abnormally pale complexion and was sweating. As
the lieutenant interacted with the inmate, he noticed the
inmate began to display an altered level of consciousness.

Correctional and medical staff entered the cell and
began to provide medical aid to include the use of Narcan
on this specific inmate. As a result, the inmate began to
show signs of recovery and improved health.

In total, five male inmates were provided medical aid for
life-threatening suspected overdose conditions while being
housed in the same housing module in the Mendocino
County Jail.

These five male inmates were alive during onsite
medical aid efforts and were subsequently transported by
ambulance to a local hospital for further medical treatment
for their continued life-threatening medical conditions. One
inmate later died after arriving at the hospital. After next of
kin were notified the Sheriff's Office released the name of
the man who died: Artemio Ortega Reyes, 40, from Ukiah.
Ortega Reyes was booked into the Mendocino County Jail
on February 15, 2023, after being arrested by the Ukiah
Police Department on open charges and active arrest
warrants.

Ortega Reyes was subsequently sentenced and began
serving his imprisonment at the Mendocino County Jail on
March 29, 2023, with a scheduled release date of January
4,2025.

The Sheriff's Office Coroner’s Unit is conducting a
coroner’s investigation into the cause and classification of
Ortega Reyes’ death.

The Sheriff's Office would like to thank all the public
safety agencies who responded to the Mendocino County
Jail on March 1, 2024, for this mass medical aid incident.

Sheriff's  detectives and investigators with the
Mendocino County District Attorney’s Office are conducting
investigations in connection with the Mendocino County
Fatal Incident Protocol.
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BEING
WILLITS FRONTIER DAYS 2024
SWEETHEART?

Perpetual
Chaps

PASSING OF
THE CROWN

GO TO OUR WEBSITE
WWW.WILLITSFRONTIERDAYS.COM
OR EMAIL US Ay
WILLITSFRONTIERDAYS@YAHOO.COM

BROOKSIDE ELE
TK-Kindergarten Registration Now Open

To pre-register go to www.willitsunified.com
Para registrar a su estudiante ve a www.willitsunified.com

Kindergarten - age 5 by September 1, 2024
Transitional Kindergarten - age 5 between Sept. 2, 2024 and June 2, 2025

Kinder - 5 aiios antes de Septiembre 1, 2024
Trancision de Kinder - 5 afios en medio de Septiembre 2,2024 a Junio 2, 2025

Once you have completed the online registration,
please bring the following documents to Brookside:

¢ Birth Certificate
¢ Immunization records

* Certificado de nacimiento
* Registros de inmunizacion (vaccunas)

If you have any questions please call the Brookside office at (707) 459-5385 or visit
our Website at www.willitsunified.com/o/brookside

Si tiene alguna pregunta, llame a la oficina de Brookside al (707) 459-5385 or visite
nuestro sitio web www.willitsunified.com/o/brookside

Above: Local author Dan Hibshman will read two stories
from his recently published book, “Of a Lifetime: Stories
1963-2023,” in an entry-by-donation performance.

Tribute to Willits
and its characters

at WCT Playhouse reading
Submitted by WCT

- Addiction Medicine
- General Surgery

- Pharmacy
- Physical Therapy
- Orthopedics « Primary Care

- Pediatrics

Learn more at AdventistHealthHowardMemorial.org

You’re made for living a happy, fulfilling life.

That's why we have top experts for all your healthcare needs, no matter your age or stage of life. We're proud to offer you more choices,
expanded access and higher quality care in Mendocino County, as demonstrated by our Planetree Gold Certification for excellence in
patient-centered care. Were not just here to put more years in your life, we're here to put more life in your years.

Services provided by Adventist Health Howard Memorial:

Poet WJ
Ray will
read “The
Willits
Farewell,”
a poem
he wrote
about
Willits

““Dan Hibshman
. “Two Stories”

) W) Ray
i “*The Willits Farewell”
an elegiac roem

*open reading to follow*

Saturday, March 9

WJ Ray and Dan Hibshman
¢:30 pm

will be reading works that focus
on the flourishing old-timers
of Willits and a local dog story
in “Remembering Willits” at
the Willits Community Theatre
Playhouse on Saturday, March
9.

Ray will be reading his long
elegy on Willits, entitled “The
Willits Farewell.” Hibshman will
be reading two stories from his
recently published book, “Of a
Lifetime: Stories 1963-2023.”

“The Willits Farewell” is an elegy of 220 lines, nearly the same length as Walt Whitman'’s
“When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloomed.” In the poem, Ray catalogs scores of Willits
old-timers who flourished here in the second half of the last century. The poet also offers
brief comments about each person, telling how they fit into the life of Willits, at least, as the
poet perceived it. The cumulative effect is quite wonderful and powerful. When poet Robin
Rule heard Ray read the poem in October of last year, she said of the poem, “It's a classic!
You just told part of the Willits story!”

Hibshman has been a resident of Mendocino County since 1969. He’s worked in the
county as an English teacher, a clerk in a natural foods store, and as a librarian in the
Mendocino County Law Library. He is the author of two books, “Disquiet’ and “Of a
Lifetime: Stories 1963-2023.” Hibshman will read two stories, “Catch” and “Lost Puppy.”
The later story is set on the streets of a fictionalized Willits.

The reading begins at 7:30 pm. Entry is by donation; however no one will be turned
away due to lack of funds. An open reading will follow the featured readers. This event is
sponsored by NC Financial Group, sponsor of WCT's 2024 season.

Willits,Community.TheatrePlavhoiise.
3¢ West Van Lane

\
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