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museum for a
transition
plan

By BB Kamoroff

Punxsutawney Phil
predicted an early spring on
Groundhog Day, and only
four days later, it seems like
spring arrived for our county
museum and museum
director Karen Mattson, who
got the go-ahead from the
county board of supervisors
at their February 6 meeting,
to plan a new future for the
museum.

After years of annual
threats from the supervisors
to close down the museum,
Mattson and a group of
dedicated local people
came up with a proposal to
create a community-based
nonprofit ~ foundation to
operate the museum for the
county.

The foundation would
be the employer of the
museum’s staff instead of
the county, and would pay
for insurance and utilities
and upkeep at a fraction of
the cost the museum now
incurs. The museum would
no longer have to get county
approval for every museum
operation. The  county
would still own the museum
and the entire collection,
and would still need to
contribute financially to the
operation.

All five supervisors had
positive comments about

Read the rest of_ .
Transition

Over on Page 11

FAQs on

March 5

election
ballot error

Submitted by Mendocino
County Elections Office

February 9 - This FAQ
document is intended to
provide answers to the
frequently asked questions
the Elections Office believes
you might have about the
printing error that occurred
in the ballots for the March
5~ 2024, Presidential
Primary election.

As you can imagine,
the  Elections  Office’s
primary focus has been
on remedying the error
so that everyone has the
ability to cast their ballot
in March. The following
responses are based on
the information available as
of February 9, 2024.

What is the source of
the ballot error?

The Mendocino County
Registrar ~ of  Voters
engaged Integrated Voting
Systems to provide ballot
compilation, printing and
mailing  services. Every
county in the state contracts
out these services. There
are strict regulations about
which ~ companies  can
perform these services, and
the California Secretary
of State must approve
a company before a
county uses the company.

Read the rest of I

FAQs

Over on Page 4

Th Be
Banana
Bread

Let's be honest. Sometimes, we buy bananas
with the best of intentions; a healthy snack, a
smoothie component, sliced up on seedy wheat
toast with peanut butter smiley faces so there is
just no reason why your toddler shouldn’t want to
eatit.... | digress.

However, sometimes that grand, unfulfilled
intention becomes kismet for the real purpose
of the humble, browning banana: the best-ever
banana bread.

Photos by
Maureen
Jennison

Now, this recipe does require three bananas, four
if you want a fancy topper decoration, too, so plan
for that a few days ahead of time when you buy
your hand of bananas. (Yes! The group of bananas
usually found at the store is referred to as a “hand,”
and each individual banana as a “finger”!)

Recipe lovingly copied from the archives of Kathryn
Sterngold and SugarKat Kitchen, with comments
by daughter Maureen Jennison.

Banana Bread

1 loaf (MJ: | actually split recipe between
two parchment-lined loaf pans)

Slices of fresh
banana bread stay
dense and moist
with this recipe.

112 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter

1 cup brown sugar

2 eggs

3 ripe bananas

1 teaspoon vanilla

1/2 cup milk

1 teaspoon white vinegar

1 teaspoon baking soda

1/2 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon cinnamon

2 cups flour

1 cup nuts

1 cup raisins (MJ: raisins are ALWAYS optional,
yuck, so | always use chocolate chips instead!)

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Pour vinegar into milk and microwave for 30 seconds. Cream butter and sugar until
fluffy. Add in eggs and vanilla; mix well. Add in bananas; mix until lumpy. Add all dry ingredients into a separate bowl, then
alternate adding dry mix, then curdled milk mix, to banana mix, starting and ending with dry, until just combined. Add nuts/
raisins/chocolate, into buttered and floured loaf pan. (MJ: slicing a fourth banana and laying it on top, see top photo, and/
or dotting the top with several raw sugar cubes, or a sprinkling of crunchy Demerara sugar is amazing.) Check after 50
minutes; bake until toothpick inserted into center comes out clean. Cool on rack, slice, and enjoy the ends are the best!
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ballots

mailed to all
county voters

Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

‘ IJ ennifer Poole

Mendocino County’s
ballot vendor Integrated
Voting Systems has mailed
new ballots for the March
5 election to all county
voters, at the vendor’s
expense, due to incorrect
ballots mailed last week.
Replacement ballots
should arrive by the end of
this week.

Last week, every voter
in the county, no matter
their party affiliation, got
a Republican presidential
primary ballot, and also
the race for 1st District
Supervisor was listed on
all the ballots, even if the
voters live in one of the
other four county districts.

Registrar ~ of  Voters
Katrina Bartolomie reported
in a YouTube video posted
Friday =~ evening  that
the ballots mailed to all
53,000 registered county
voters were designed for
Republican voters in “the
same First District precinct,
Precinct 100001, Antoni
Lane.”

‘| have been in contact
with the Secretary of State’s
office letting them know
what happened, and how
we are correcting the error,”
Bartolomie stated in the

Read the rest of I

Ballots
Over on Page 11

PG&E drops
local JPA from

dam
removal
plan

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

The first meeting of
the new Eel Russian
Project Authority board
was held on January 31,
2024. The very next day,
Mendocino County  First
District Supervisor Glenn
McGourty reported to his
board colleagues at their
February 6 meeting: “We
found out that PG&E had
dropped us from inclusion
in their decommissioning
proposal.”

The Eel Russian Project
Authority had been included
in PGE's draft plan to
remove most of the Potter
Valley Project facilities on
the Eel River, including the
Scott Dam and Cape Horn
Dam.

McGourty, who  rep-
resents the Mendocino
County Inland Water and
Power Commission on the
new joint powers authority
board, described this “ex-
tremely bad news” as “a
very big shock” to those
who've been working on
setting up this joint power
authority, including a coali-
tion of regional partners.

Read the rest of I

PG&E
Over on Page 11



What do
YOU think?

Opinions, thoughts and thank you
letters from our readers

Recommends Willits

Family Dentistry
To the Editor:

| would like to take this opportunity to
express to the people of our town my
extreme satisfaction with the professional
staff at Willits Family Dentistry and Implants.
| have been a resident of Willits for 27 years
and of course | have had numerous dental
issues, as one would expect. The service
provided by doctors Jay, Nate and Adrian
has been totally professional in every
sense of the word.

Indeed, when a dental emergency
arises, they always go out of their way to
accommodate me in every way. They are
a real asset to our community, and it is
wonderful that we have a group of dentists
that will not only do extractions, but also
implants. In the past dental implants were
never done here, which necessitated a trip
to Ukiah or Santa Rosa.

| strongly recommend Willits Family
Dentistry for all of your dental needs.

Jim Nerli, Willits

Howard Hospital

is amazing
To the Editor:

At 3 am on January 23, | was rushed from
my home in Pine Mountain by ambulance
to Howard Hospital. | was in agonizing
pain and had a high fever and chills from
a serious blood infection. Twenty-six years
ago, | slid out on some gravel while riding
my motorcycle and broke my back which
resulted in a spinal cord injury.

People with spinal cord injuries can be
more susceptible to infections.

Immediately upon entry in the emergency
room, | recognized a very serious and
organized effort to take care of me. Doctors,
nurses, nursing assistants and staff were
rushing to assist me. By 6 am the doctors
and staff had a plan for my treatment and
explained to me what was happening and
how to go about treating my life-threatening
infection.

In the emergency room | had a magnificent
nurse named Collin. Every time he entered
the room he would make me laugh with
some joke or funny statement — laughter
truly is great medicine. The next day | was
transferred to a patient room upstairs. |
had dangerously low blood pressure at this
time, and the doctors were very concerned,
wanting to transfer me to ICU if my blood
pressure did not improve quickly.

| asked if my service dog could come and
keep me company. To my astonishment the
hospital thought this was a great idea, and
my family brought me my dog who greeted
me with licks on my face which resulted in

The Rules: LETTERS

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com.
Willits Weekly prints letters and commentaries about Willits and
Third District issues, activities, events, and people. We print letters
to the editor from residents of Willits and the Third District only. To
encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication

from any one writer to once every four weeks.

will be considered.

Letters and commentaries must be submitted with a name, address
and phone number, although only the author's name and city of
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous source
will be published, although a request to withhold the writer's name

my blood pressure immediately returning to
normal! My dog in my hospital bed? This
place is amazing!

Due to my numerous back surgeries and
spinal cord injury-related treatments, | have
been in many hospitals in many cities, even
a few in other countries, and can honestly
say, we living here in Willits have the most
amazing hospital in the world.

Here in Willits, an entire healthcare team
was assembled to take care of me and
come up with a plan for treatment. Dr.
Tidwell and his amazing staff provided me
with an infection expert who gave me daily
updates from a hospital in San Diego. After
consulting with the team and coming up for
a plan for treatment, | quickly discovered
one of the many things that sets Howard
Hospital apart from others, the magnificent
fresh healthy food!

It's sad that the global healthcare system
does not consider food a healing substance
and part of our recovery process. Every
other hospital I've ever stayed at have
always offered patients terrible pre-frozen,
microwaved food, full of salt, sugar,
preservatives, bad flavor, and artificial
ingredients. A dear friend recently had neck
surgery and was given TV dinners, Jello
and Dorito chips.

Howard Hospital is the extreme opposite,
| had my own nutritionist and dietitian who
helped me come up with a healthy diet
that would help me recover as quickly as
possible. | even asked for beets as they are
well known to be healing for the blood, and
the staff went out to get them specifically
for me within a few hours. Talk about above
and beyond!

Did you know Howard Hospital has its
own garden where fresh produce and
vegetables are grown for the kitchen at the
Roots Restaurant located in the hospital
itself? | have visited friends in the hospital
over the years as well and never seen a
food service anything like that which we
have here in Willits. The staff in the kitchen
was incredibly friendly, helpful, and would
make any food | asked for, even offering
healthy suggestions. Thank you to all of
you in the kitchen that took such excellent
care of me while | was in the hospital those
two weeks, you know who you are, I'm so
grateful for your care and healthy, delicious
cooking!

My hospital room was always kept clean
and had a beautiful view looking over our
picturesque Willits mountains and forests.
Each morning | would awake to gorgeous
sunrises and clouds coming over our
mountains which would inspire me with
strength and courage to take on the day
and heal up faster. Due to my pain and
discomfort, my family would often stay the
night keeping me company. The hospital

Read the rest of

Letters[ Over on page 4

Willits Senior Center is serving lunch
in its indoor dining room, and continues
to serve drive-through and walk-up
lunches, too. Lunch is available Monday
through Friday, from 12 to 12:45 pm,
inside and outside the Senior Center,
1501 Baechtel Road. Lunches are $8:
$75 for a 10 lunch card for Senior Center
members.

Thursday, February 15:
Teriyaki Stir-Fry

Chicken

Friday, February 16: Lasagna w/Meat
Sauce, Garlic Bread

Monday, February 19: Asian Chicken
Sandwich w/Coleslaw

Tuesday, February 20: Salisbury Steak,
Mashed Potatoes, Veggies, Roll

Wednesday, February 21: Chicken a la
King, Mashed Potatoes, Roll

Thursday, February 22: Philly Cheese
Steak, Chips

Friday, February 23: Turkey, Mashed
Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce, Veggies,
Roll

Activities: Bingo every Friday night, 5

Senior Center menu for the week

to 7 pm. Exercise class every weekday
morning from 9 to 10 am.

Pancake Breakfast: every second
Sunday, on March 10 next month, 8 to
11 am.

Meals on Wheels: The Senior Center
Meals on Wheels program delivers
lunch Monday through Friday. To sign
up call Joliana at 459-6826, who can
help fill out the application form. Call
459-6826 the day before needed to
schedule home meal delivery. Delivered
throughout Willits.

Transportation for seniors: Call 459-
5556 to schedule. Pick up and drop off
for grocery shopping, banking, doctors’
appointments. Senior Center  Thrift
Shop: 459-2176

The Senior Center is in need of
volunteers to help with the many activities
here at the center, including volunteer
Meals on Wheels drivers. “Volunteers
are one-third of our workforce, which
allows us to offer many services to our
members and community.” To learn
more about volunteering: 459-6826.

Seed Sharing
event February 25
at the Grange

Submitted by the
Little Lake Grange

Seed sharing keeps heirloom seeds
in our gardens and on our tables. Free
seeds and seed sharing event on
Sunday, February 25 from 10 am to
2 pm, at the Little Lake Grange, 291
School Street.

Participate by taking home some
seeds you want to plant this year. Just
show up and bring any of last year’s
seeds you are not going to plant out,
and give them to someone else.

Participate in the seed exchange by
sharing seeds you have collected and
saved from your garden, or will not use
— we have table space to display.

Saving and sharing seeds can
help you become more self-sufficient
and independent, can help you build
meaningful relationships with your
friends and neighbors, and will help
all of us to build a strong and secure
food system, by growing gardens with
some food and flowers from heritage
seeds, land races and endangered
plants.

We encourage all local gardeners
to participate by taking seeds from
others and offering seeds you have
saved from your own garden. We
want to teach and advise with proper
seed saving for germination and
success, as well as an understanding

Read the rest of I

Sharing

Over on page 9

CDFW to conduct
helicopter surveys
to monitor big game
populations

February 8 - The California
Department of Fish and Wildlife is
initiating annual helicopter surveys
to inventory and monitor mule deer,
elk, pronghorn antelope, and bighorn
sheep populations throughout the
state.

Flights will be conducted in
portions of Solano, Mendocino,
Siskiyou, Modoc, Lassen, Inyo, Kern,
Los Angeles, San Bernardino and
Riverside counties during February
and March 2024.

CDFW utilizes a variety of survey
methods to regularly monitor big
game population size, distribution,
demographics and trends over time.
In more forested environments,
CDFW employs the use of trail
cameras and fecal DNA. In more
open habitats, aerial surveys provide
an efficient and rapid method of data
collection, affording CDFW biologists
the ability to cover larger areas in
relatively shorter time periods.

CDFW scientists use the survey
data in statistical models to estimate
the total population size of each
species in different hunt zones or
management units. This information
helps wildlife managers better
understand population performance
relative to a variety of factors,

Read the Ie§t of
Helicopter

Over on page 9
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Ukiah hearings next week on AT&T and landlines

The California Public Utilities Commission has set hearings in Ukiah on Thursday, February 22 on AT&T’s request
to abandon most of their landlines in California.

The Ukiah hearings are set for 2 and 6 pm on February 22 at the board of supervisors chambers, 501 Low Gap
Road. The hearings are in-person only.

For more information, go to www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/att-colr-etc-proceedings
To comment online on AT&T’s application for relief, to the above link, then hit the “Make an online comment here”
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DRINKS || AFFECT | FOOD?

. The Egg Drop

CHIKENS

Above, from left: Macy was curious as to how energy drinks affect foods, so she poured various brands on foods to see the results. Kaya Reiter, Lucy King and Averie McDonald tried to drop eggs
protected by various materials to see which best protected the eggs. Rory, a fourth grader at Blosser, did his project on earthquakes and which materials were best to withstand the tremors. Below, left:
Classes from the participating schools were encouraged to explore the exhibits and fill in a scavenger sheet. Below, right: Slime was an ever-present subject, being the main theme of several of the

displays.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Observe and lnterpret

Intriguing questions abound as 400 students
participate in Willits Science Fair

Have you ever wondered: What would happen if the
world had two moons? What shape of a brick construction
) would withstand the most weight?
IMathew Caine  How to make fruit ripen faster? Do
Features Writer

willtsweekly@gmailcom  Magnets  promote plant growth?
Which designs and materials make

better paper planes?

These and other subjects were queried, tested,
hypothesized, and concluded in the latest Willits Science
Fair, which was open to the public on Tuesday, after
the crew, led by Willits Charter School administrator
and teacher Erin Vaccaro, spent their entire weekend
facilitating, arranging and judging the approximately 400
entries from most of the public schools in the area.

Young minds have an innate curiosity about the world.
Their thirst for knowledge can be directed and organized
through use of the scientific method, which is a system of
arriving at truths and information through observation and
interpretation. The scientific method can be applied to most
situations and inquiries and is a powerful tool in creating a
life free from unsubstantiated speculation.

“| think it's important that we have the Science Fair
and that students do science fair projects,” said Suzanne
Matheson, one of the community members tapped to judge
the myriad of exhibits and one of the original participants.
“It is so important for us to be informed citizens. Life is so
complicated now that we cannot, in our schools, teach
students every single fact of science, but we can teach

U ING

Procedure
& \

them how to analyze the facts that they are given, how to
think in a clear, scientific way. This is what Science Fair
does.

“Civics classes teach you how to be a thoughtful citizen,”
said Matheson. “Science Fair teaches students how to be
critical thinkers about all things that are scientific. That
is such an important thing as our world becomes more
and more complicated. That is why | am so excited that
teachers are assigning science fair, teaching them the
scientific method, because we want to make intelligent,
scientific thinkers as citizens of our country.”

The judges were chosen for their expertise in various
fields and were given a sheet of criteria to fill out in order
to choose which projects were deserving of honors or to
go on to the Mendocino County Science Fair, to be held at
Mendocino College in March.

“You judge them on originality, creativity, scientific
thinking, design, organization and completeness, clear
and effective communication,” stated Jen, a local biologist.
“They are graded one through five, one being ‘emerging
considerations, emerging development, and then highly
developed.” There are four classifications. I'm working
on grades six through eight. | asked to be put where
there are plants since | am a life science professional.
| volunteer for a number of hours. Every one of the

Read the rest of

Science[ Over on page 11
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Above, from left: Phoenix Hetherington tried to discover which shapes would w:thstand the most weight. This student created his own
tornado and explored their origin and destructive nature. Students from Sherwood School and Blosser Lane study which materials

make bread mold faster.

NC Financial Group

675 S Main Street, Willits, CA 95490
www.ncfinancialgroup.com

Voted Best Financial Advisor

(855) 240-6606
(415) 480-3669
EA #105394

CA DRE #01854336
CA Insurance Lic. # 0H68496

Nicholas Casagrande, EA
CEO & Financlal Advisor

nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com

W ca:'rh Managc ment

GARMAI

. CONSTRUCTION SERV

707-459-5859

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM
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= Feldenkrais/Myofascial Release/Exercise
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macemoving@gmail.com

32 E. San Francisco Ave, Willus
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Randall Cantua, LUTCF
Agent

Cantua Insurance Agency

16 W. Valley St. Willits CA 95490
786 Redwood Drive

FARMERS

INSURANCE

Garberville, CA 95542

Tel 707.459.3276

Tel 707.923.2179

Fax 707.923.9550
rcantua@farmersagent.com
0C67822
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Willits Weekly’s

Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW TO
SUDOKU

Sudoku puzzles are

formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9

must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each

row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the

numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The

Level: Intermediate

more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

G ¢CCFRCBWPVNUOTITANTIILTILTGOTFP
R K AVRBOQKATFV O0OWIKSTFOQLIDBU
NV NKPUDYUPTYGGDDWTNS
M C THATITIU B RARTLIRIBILIRTEFEFUDOTDSC
AA°GAWPGUTMRTLTITA RWILILIRRA
N HLLANSU OTII KTEUT CHTETETGQATDN
G COMY 0OT GWNUGQOBOB OMOUBUDK KA
0O AUKA AL RTLYI CHTETEMTUDTETGNN
M EPINEACBSGT CUPYSATIUBUTA
UPEWEMMWWHOASU BIKOJRUTLB
G HHTIWMHRBTILWRIROQLFDOMASB
LQRYMETEPGVYVY PV AJAIJGUTEA
I yYupDbTRT CETH~ QT CTCVCETLWLTLFP
J VI Y ARDEGTIAIKU BU OTIUBTETIFP
J J UQNWYULOQANVSBEVTWMEKSG
0O Y ADOCPEWUHA QPAEU OAKSU OGT
LKV UIPEIQYYRRMPUBTFNIHF
I 0O ADABY R REU HT CRUOSUOTETA ATD
VJ I NL ETSTINA AT CYWIKTENWURYP
E K EBUJUJETEIKT CATFTIGSGFF
ACKEE CHERRY KIWI PEAR
APPLE DATE LEMON PLUM
APRICOT FIG LYCHEE POLLINATION
AVOCADO FRUIT MANGO PRUNE
BANANA GOOSEBERRY MELON QUINCE
BLACKBERRY GRAPE OLIVE STRAWBERRY
BLUEBERRY GUAVA ORANGE TOMATO
CANISTEL JAMBUL PAPAYA UGLI
CANTALOUPE JUJUBE PEACH WATERMELON

2 3 4

8 9 10

CLUES ACROSS

1. Golf scores

5. Shock therapy

8. Ballplayer’s tool

11. Quench one’s thirst

13. Female relatives of
American war vets (abbr.)

14. Every one of two or more
things

15. Member of Muslim
people

16. Play

17. Type of cheese

18. Type of lounge chair

20. __ King Cole, musician

21. Fellows

22. North, Central and South

25. In an early way

30. Foes

31. Georgia rockers

32. Cryptocurrency

33. Narrow path along
a slope

38. Disallow

41. Joyousness

43. Inaccessible
45, Evoke emotions

47. Ancient kingdom near
Dead Sea

49. Boston Celtic punk

rockers (abbr.)
50. Sword
55. Actor Idris
56. Affirmative (slang)
57. Afflicted

59. One point north of
northeast

60. Born of
61. Arabic name

64

19. Satisfy

23. They confuse doctors
(abbr.)

24. Brass instrument

25. Domesticated animal
26. Ribonucleic acid

27. Snakelike fish

28. Woman (French)

29. Economically-minded

62. Traumatic brain injury aircraft
(abbr.) 34. When you hope to get
63. Extremity somewhere
64. Post 35. Tease
36. Actress Gretchen
37. Midway between
CLUES DOWN northeast and east
1. Pacific Standard Time 39. Inoffensive
2. Protruding ridge on 40. Yellowish cotton cloth
nematodes
3. Indian king 41. Consume
4. Type of milk 42. Does not tell the truth

5. One who brings home

the bacon

6. More comprehensible
7. Connected with sense

of touch
8. Red mineral
9. Breezed through
10. Therefore

44 Improved something

45, Spiritual leader

46. Abba __, Israeli politician
47, Fix

48. Evergreen tree genus
51. Swiss river

52. Prejudice

53. Major C. European river

12. Supplement with difficulty ~ 54. Long, narrow strap
14. Early kingdom of Syria 58. Male parent

The rest of

F AQSI From page 1

Integrated Voting Systems is one of 12
ballot print vendors approved by the
Secretary of State.

In this case, Registrar of Voters Katrina
Bartolomie was informed of the errors
Wednesday, February 7. After learning
of the errors, the Registrar of Voters
contacted Integrated Voting Systems
and was informed that Integrated Voting
Systems utilized a third-party vendor to
assist them in the process and that the
third-party vendor sent an incorrect data file
to Integrated Voting Systems for printing
and mailing.

The third-party vendor was selected and
hired by Integrated Voting Systems without
involvement by the county. The Secretary
of State’s Office has been informed about
this error and the county has been informed
that it is conducting its own investigation.

What is the process for checking
ballots for errors?

The process for checking ballots for errors
involves numerous checks and balances.
In this case, the ballots were proofread
by the Mendocino Elections Office and
approved for printing. The Mendocino
Elections Office informed Integrated Voting
Systems that the ballots were correct and
ready to be printed and mailed. We are
informed that the third-party vendor sent
Integrated Voting Systems an incorrect
data file for printing and mailing, after the
ballot images were reviewed and approved
by the Mendocino Elections Office.

Is the ballot printing and mailing
completely handled by an outside
company?

No. There are numerous steps in the
ballot compilation, printing, and mailing
process. The Mendocino Elections Office
is involved in many of the steps and
proofreads the ballots before they are
transmitted to Integrated Voting Systems to
be printed and mailed.

In this case, the Mendocino Elections
Office approved correct ballots. The error
occurred when the third-party vendor used
by Integrated Voting Systems transmitted
an incorrect data file to it to print and mail.

What is the protocol for checking
ballots?

The Secretary of State has oversight
responsibilities for the conduct of elections
and sets forth rules and procedures that
each county must comply with. Section
20200 et seq. of Title 2 of the California
Code of Regulations sets forth many of
these regulations. There are also other
provisions of law that govern this process.
Mendocino County complied with the
regulations for checking ballots.

How did this ballot printing error
occur?

Based on what we know at this time,
this appears to be an unfortunate case of
a simple human error at the last steps of
the process.

How long has the County had a
relationship with this ballot printing
vendor?

Mendocino County used Integrated
Voting Systems for approximately 15 years,
until approximately two years ago. After
utilizing a different vendor for a short time,
the county returned to using Integrated
Voting Systems in fall 2023 because it felt
that Integrated Voting System was more
responsive.

Who vetted the ballot printing
vendor? What are the requirements
for a vendor to manage an entire
county’s election materials?

The vendor is one of 12 vendors
approved by the California Secretary of
State for ballot printing. Chapter 4, Title 2 of
the California Code of Regulations governs
ballot printing, including certification of
ballot printers.

What are the errors in the ballots for
the actual Republican voters in the
First District?

The rest of
Letters

provided a very comfortable sleeping cot
as well as healthy delicious meals for my
family when they stayed with me.

I From page 2

Once again this is incredible, I've never
heard of a hospital giving healthy foods
to the patients, let alone to your family
and caregivers. Heber the hospital pastor
would come check on me and pray for me.
| am not Christian, but greatly appreciated
him. He is a caring and amazing man.

All the doctors, nurses, nursing assistants,
staff, and everyone involved at the hospital
was a joy to be around and treated me with
the best care and the most respect I've

The county is concerned that there may
be errors on even the ballots for those
individuals registered as Republican in the
First District that could cause the ballots
to be read incorrectly. In an abundance
of caution the county is asking that all
ballots be reprinted, and that voters use the
reprinted ballots, to ensure that all ballots
are processed without error.

How do you know the overseas and
military ballots were not affected?

The Elections Office prints and mails the
overseas and military ballots.

When did the Elections Office learn
about the ballot error?

On February 7, 2024, the Elections
Office began receiving reports that some
voters had received incorrect ballots. That
evening the Elections Office determined
that all voters in the County had received
a ballot with the same ballot image. The
county immediately began working to
determine the best way to remedy the error
and notify the public.

How will the county ensure that
every registered voter can vote?

The Elections Office is working with our
ballot printing vendor to get correct ballots
mailed out to every active registered voter.
Voters will receive corrected ballots with
sufficient time to submit ballots by mail or
in person. The Elections Office also has
procedures in place to identify incorrect
ballots that are submitted and to provide
voters with an opportunity to submit correct
ballots.

How will the county ensure that no
one votes in a primary election for
which a person is not permitted to
vote?

If the Elections Office receives any of
the incorrect ballots mailed that have been
filled out, the Elections Office will attempt
to contact the voter to ensure that the voter
fills out a corrected ballot. The Elections
Office will not count votes cast for any
election in which the individual casting the
vote is not permitted to vote.

How will the county ensure that no
one is able to vote more than once?

When the Elections Office receives a
ballot, the privacy label is removed, the
address scanned, and the file is uploaded
into the elections management system. If
a challenge code comes up in the election
management system, the ballot is put aside
for the elections official to review.

Additionally, Elections Office staff check
the signature on each ballot envelope
by hand. If there is a discrepancy in the
signature, it is challenged in the elections
management system and brought to the
elections official for signature verification. If
the elections official verifies the signature,
the challenge is removed, and the ballot
is filed by precinct to be opened and
counted. If the signature does not match,
the Elections Office contacts the voter to
re-sign and/or complete a new registration
form (a person’s signature may change
over time).

If a voter sends in one ballot and then
sends in a second ballot, the system will
recognize that the person has already
voted and challenge the second ballot.
Elections staff will research to verify the
reasons for any subsequent ballot. If the
reason is a result of the mailing of incorrect
ballots, the incorrect ballot will be voided.

Is this error being reviewed by any
outside agency?

The county has been in contact with the
California Secretary of State regarding this
ballot error. The Secretary of State agrees
with the process being used by the county
to correct the error. Additionally, the county
is informed that the California Secretary of
State is conducting its own investigation into
what occurred. The county is appreciative
of the assistance provided by the California
Secretary of State regarding how to remedy
the error and for its review of this situation.

received anywhere. We even managed to
share laughter every day through that tough
time. To all the staff at Adventist Howard
Hospital in Willits, | send you my deepest
gratitude. You not only saved my life, but
gave me incredible care throughout, while
providing me with the information and tools
that | needed to get healthy as quickly as
possible and stay healthy moving into the
future.

Thank you and bless you Howard Hospital
for all your help, I'll never forget the care |
received!

Max Meyers, Willits
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Above: Willits Wrestling poses for a team photo: from left, back row, Chris Glenn with future wrestler Maverick Glenn, Coach Brian Bowles, Brian Bowles, Jr., Will Burcell, Josh Duran, Joey Smith, Nikolai
Ritchley, Gunner Globe, Donald Glenn, Corey Rockey, Ely Bowles and Coach Will Dunaway; middle row, Lucy Vargas, Nevaeh Jones, Rickey Ramirez, Christian Ramirez and Coach Dana Karkar; front row,
Liz Meyer, Bella Glenn, Dannyka Smith, Stormie Nowlins, Vada Morgan, Emelia Owsiany, Ava Dockins and Deon Smith. Below, from left: Champion Nevaeh Jones poses with her second and third-place
opponents. Teammates support Ava Dockins after her championship win: from left, Liz Meyer, Vada Morgan, Ava Dockins, Lucy Vargas and Stormie Nowlins. Josh Duran, left, after intense wrestling in a
heavyweight match — he was just one point from win.

0w =1

Sports Roundup
Lady Wolverines JV basketball
wins first-place league pennant,

WHS wrestlers qualify for NCS Sections

The Lady Wolverines JV Basketball team hit the polished floors of the Steve Short
Gymnasium in Willits for their riveting rematch game against Lower Lake. They had been
undefeated until the previously played game against Lower Lake, and were approaching
this one with an unstoppable enthusiasm to win! These girls were
gleaming with positive energy and teamwork.

Lower Lake held their own, but in the end could not take down the
Wolverines who took the game with a final score of 44-40. Jazmarie
Henson was the MVP for scoring 17 points, 5 rebounds, and 4 steals. Arion Martin had 12
points, 6 rebounds, and 3 steals.

Sports Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

I Sheri Dockins

The last game of the season was against Cloverdale. They were down 9 points in
the second half. Martin had 13 points and 14 rebounds. They were down 2 points with
4 minutes left when Ava Holmen sank a huge 3-pointer for the lead, winning the game
35-33.

This win ended their season with an impressive 11-1 record. They received a first-place
league pennant for the first time since 1994 at WHS!

Photos
by Ava
Dockins

“This was such an amazing group of girls to coach. Every single one of them gave 100
percent all season,” said Coach Amanda Pierson. Congratulations on a dynamic season
ladies. It was amazing to watch you all shine, and grow as a team!

The Willits Wolverines Wrestlers entered the Upper Lake den, along with wrestlers
from Clear Lake, Cloverdale, Credo, Fort Bragg, Kelseyville, Lower Lake, Middletown, St.
Helena, and Upper Lake for the CMC League Championships this last weekend.

This is a very strenuous sport that takes a tremendous amount of physical and mental
commitment along with guts, glory, and long hours on the mat every weekend for months
of the season. The championships are a time for the wrestlers to collectively show that
work as a team, and individually. It was an exhilarating set of matches as each wrestler
fought for their desired outcome, and left every bit of their heart on the mat!

Parents, coaches and teammates were on the edge of their seats, cheering with
motivation at every intense move. The feeling of accomplishment was etched into every
worked muscle, and each furrowed brow
with a gleam in their eyes as each match Read the rest of

Over on page 11
ended, knowing they left it all on the mat! SpOItSI pag

‘ Mike Oglesby
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POWER & HARDWARE AL A=
HONDA - HUSQVARNA - + MQ - CARHARTT “!‘{4“.
Lawn & Garden Equipment = Generators ons r C, 9”0'

saies; Fars Gedgrvice & FickepScDeNvery Residential - Commercial - Industrial

1600 S. Main St. Sales/Parts: 707 459-6420 mike@3sonselectric.net
Willits, CA 95490 Service: 707 459-0596 CA 1081690

willitspower@gmail.com Fax: 707 459-6369 2010 Industry Rd, Ukiah CA 95482 707-462-1660
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The easier way to better health.

it only takes
enjoying each bite.

1.
7

SPARETIME  Store HOURS

—GARDEN CENTER—
(707) 459-6791

208 E. San Francisco Ave.

Mon-Fri Saturday Sunday
Closed

9am-5pm

10am-5pm

Above: JV basketball team smiles after winning the first place pennant: from left, bottom row,

Amelia Franco, Jazmarie Henson, Kate Winter, Prisila Ramos, Amsatou Ndoye, Ava Holmen, Lisa
Arkelian and Lyly Herman; top row, Izabella Sims, Arion Martin, Micaella Williams and Abigail Sherf,
Coaches Amanda Pierson, Tom Daughton and Gary Williams. Below: Arion Martin breaks through the
opposing team’s defense with the ball.

Beer Wine
‘Gas & Diesel

‘,'A Pafat

‘Family owned singe 1983"

the Puifip

7am - 10pm

459-4854
1799 So. Main St.
P.0. Box 428

*  FEBRUARY IS

¥ -February Special-

& 15% discount on dental cleaning and
g extractions only

- Call today to schedul

l‘o

Willits, CA 95490

“ PET DENTAL MONTH! *

‘20000 Hollands Lang

%

"

3
€
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SPIRITUAL

Sunday Services:

10:00 a.m. - Worship
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Info? 707-459-1905
www.agapebiblechurch.com

e Spiritual Living Courses

Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Zoom Transmission Available.
Wednesday
Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
399 W. Mendocino Ave.
All are welcome!

286 School St. (at Pine)

Thursday, February 15

Thursdays, from 3 to 5:30 pm. Local produce, local
meat, farm fresh eggs, delicious meals, tasty treats,
live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, the Herbal

Ricuarp O'Briew's

Please bring copies of your
resume to share with participating
agencies across Lake &
Mendocino counties. MCOE is an
equal opportunity employer.

Organic Seed Summit,

or virtually. The Seed Summit will be held at Yokayo

‘The Rocky Horror

in a style that tributes
much of the music
that has inspired him,

What’s

Town

Willits Farmers Market: The weekly farmers market

music that is a reflection of being a part of this

www.Willits.org

February 25, 2024

People Living Homeless in the Willits

School ~ Street. ATW
talks are always FREE
to the public, donations
appreciated. Visit www.

Helen Falandes, M.Ed.

Safety & Compassion:

and anxious. This talk offers a compassionate and realistic
approach to the problem, addressing core factors and

south of Commercial,

on Sunday, February 25 from 10 am to 2 pm, at the

see February 16 listing for details.

Ongoing Events at the Willits

Show’ at WCT: 7:30 Community.” “This talk offers a Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Participate by -
PATHVVAYS Free Food Pop-Up: Mendocino Food and Nutriton pm on  Saturday, 3 compassionate and realistic taking home some seeds you want to plant this year, L1brary
Program’s Food Pop-Up in Willits is set for February ~ February 17; see N % approach to the problem, orjustshow up and bring any of last year’s seeds you o ;
i 15, at 1250 Blosser Lane, from noon to 1 pm, weather ~ February 16 listing for d W *- addressing core factors are not going to plant out, and give them to someone M;ZI;;S ;ﬁfﬁemﬁzf; Cg;nn;irzgagg;g%et.
A h . permitting. Free food for all! Starting in March these  details. Ha enln A7 (%) and suggesting reallife else. There will also be grapevines and plant starts S y-0r9 ¢ '
Agape food pop-ups will happen on first and third Thursdays:  wick  Machado & g\ solutions. Please join us and herbal remedies for sale. Come for the Grange Story Time: Tuesday through Friday each week,
Bible Church March 7 and 21 next month. Info: outreach@ e  Pperdition at T s\ to learn what is being Pancake Breakfast (see listing above), and check 10:30 to 11 am. “Start your momning listening to a
2905, Lenore Ave. fofoodbank.org; 707-964-9404 Shanachie:  Nick . §  done locally, what are out the seed event, too. Co-sponsored by your local story. Join us in the children’s area of the library.
Willits, CA 95490 Willits Farmers Market: The weekly farmers market Machado is a singer/ APO““ g thenextsteps, and how Grange and the Mendo-Lake Pomona Grange, Penny University Coffee Klatch: Tuesdays, 11 am
Where love is first is indoors for the winter season Thursday afternoons ~ songwriter out  of g you can help.” Wilils «rpe Rocky Horror Show' at WCT: Closing to noon. We will meet in the Willits Library meeting
and the Bible is central. at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Petaluma, who plays §  Methodist Church, 286 o rformance on Sunday, February 25; 2 pm matinee: room to discuss various topics while enjoying a “cup

of joe”. Topics will range and will be announced ahead
of time.”

LEGO Club: Tuesdays, 5:30 to 6:30 pm. “It is LEGO

Wellness Wagon, and more. Tobin’s TaleS, Story time Rock/ COUntry/ Folk . time at the library. Brin our imaqination and start
A X G at the farmers market, from 330 to 4 pm’ Wlth lerary - all blending into a Style he calls “Acoustirockicana.” 23, from 4 tO 6 pm, Infoa’ll“"ts-m’g S?' a\/.enueStOW6||neSS.0rg or Onllne GIOW building_” ry g y g
MazZIng Lrace Assistant Tobin reading selected juvenile picture  For this show, he'll be joind by Ben Perdition. Saturday, @t the Wilits High D Y call: 707-436-9676 for more : : - . .
Assembly of God Church| oo™ Al are welcome. February 17 at 8 pm. Shanachie Pub, 50 South School loop. Tickets, $25 & info. Biointensive Workshop Willits Walk and Talk: Join the Wilits Branch
803 Coast Street ; ' : i i * . , i - -mi
PO, 505229, Willts Sequoia Rose Band Main Street. f$02rochf|ckenhenchlladash.?ng O The Rocky Horror Show’ at Ecology hg’irirgofgéorciég etﬁ.g)o ?llirt]tlljéeb\ilracllf(:;g#c?getgg
b Service - 500 o e ) or cheese enchiladas, 299 metc'® WCT: 7:30 pm on Saturday, February A ction’s g ' Joy .
Worship Service - 5:00 p at Shanachie: Award labl 101 Trailer & RV East Com e | I | t tion. All
Pastor Kris Strickland winning  alt  country Sunday, are available at railer 24 see February 16 listing for details. annual  Spring wel as sc\)/\r/n%pegsan cgrllv%rsa Io?.'IO ages ?re‘t
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME | | my|ti-instrumentalist X Supply, Monkey Wrench Men Clay Hawkins Duo at Shanachie: ‘Late Night, |ntroductory il i i ot L
. L | February 18 & Women'’s Wear, and Nor Crawl. y - , > gnt, G r o the front entrance to the library, 390 East Commercia
Church and vocalist residing ‘ MHTS ) . o Boot Stomping, Road Music from the Heart” by slide o W R
of Christ in  Humboldt  County The ’ Rocky Horror Senior Center Chili Cookoff: Chili Cookoff  gitarist and songwriter Clay Hawkins and longtime ~ Biointensive Open?LablStudy Hall: Don't have a'dece’nt place to
wWihat must me do to besaved?”] | loadS. & band. with hard- Show’ at WCT: 2 pm smga EBHTEE fundraiser, set for Friday, February 23 from 5 ¢o_conspirator Andrew Robertson on the upright bass, ~ \Workshop il study? Come to the Willits Branch Library’s meeting
Acs237 driving bluegrass tunes, matinee on  Sunday, IRUSS Wit & to 7. pm. “Anyone who has attended this event  gatyrday, February 24 at 8 pm, at Shanachie Pub, 50 be held online room every Wednesday from 3 to 5 pm for the new
1095 S. Main St., Willits psychedelic jam band February ~ 18;  see - will tell you how much fun it is.” There was  goyth Main Street, via Zoom, over Open Lab / Study Hall. The library has plenty of
(r(17e(>)<7t)t2589u§0ezr?’8) instrumental breaks, and February 16 listing for Chﬂ], cook O‘ﬁg still room for a couple more teams earlier this four Saturdays: helpful resources including public Wi-Fi, computers
SundayBbleStdy000sm, | | MOV ofgnalcowy L SR ()" FHEE" | Folore: Judges Crois (brves scoopey, unday, February 25 and 23, 2024 PR 2 T 28 p oy e e i
Sgﬂﬁjgy@‘fjﬁjggﬁeﬂgif 50 Sgouth l\gléin Street),/ 7 pm. ! - Wednesday, Z e | and Best Décor. If you're interested in entering  Grange Pancake Breakfast: Join your friends at  Registration friendly and helpful staff ready to point you in the right
6700 pm. F 21 a chili, call Joliana at 459-6826, stop by the  the monthly Little Lake Grange Breakfast on Sunday,  closes February 23, 2024: Visit www.growbiointensive. | direction.
Wednesday Bible Study- Friday, February 16 ebruary Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road, to pick February 2, from 8 to 11 am. "Our tasty breakfast is org/workshop.himl “Grow Biointensive Sustainable | Gaiming Coloring at the Library: Thursdays
7-8:00 p.m. ! , Willits  Stamp  Club: up a registration form, or check online for a @ wonderful combination of comfort foods: All you can  Mini-Farming is the original regenerative, sustainable, starting Thursday, February 15, from 5 06 om at ihe
The Church of Boonfire at Shanachie: NorCal rock and reggae ponthly  meeting,  third S0 ZIMIGI 2R form and more info at www.willtsseniorcenter. ~ €at pancakes (choose our Sourdough Wholegrain,  organic agriculture, rooted in heritage farm-craft and | \yijits Library, 300 East Commercial Street. An hour
J Chri £ since 2016: “raised on a healthy diet of Jar_nalcan Wednesdays, Wednesday, CHILE TASTING com Those interested in tasting rather than ~Hank's Famous Buttermilk Pancakes or Gluten-free), proven with science. Dr. John Jeavons and Ecology of quiet with ’colorin a0es. Suoplies r0\./i ded. Al
esus Christ o music, '90s Seattle grunge, and old school hip-hop.  Fepryary 21 this month, CORNBREAD competing, can buy “Taster Tickets’ at the Beeler's Quality Bacon, Organic Local Farm Fresh  Action developed Grow Biointensive over 50 years | ooesweioome o o o PPre P '
Latter-da_y Salnts giving their original compositions a unique musical 51,630 pm at the LA Senior Center, Monday through Friday, 8 am  Eggs, Real Butter, Juice, Organic Coffee or Tea.” $10,  of research and teaching, based on centuries- 9 : _
%\6]151111\:1;%25 9Dsrzf9/§ perspectwe.”l Friday, February 16 at Shanachie Pub, Willits Library, 390 East to 4 pm. $10 includes chili tasting, cormnbread, $9 for seniors, $5 children under 10. Alsg: extra_ sides old agricultural principles that give you the ability Chess for Teens: On_ F_rldays, frqm 4 to 6:30 pm.
o Iy UL o ot Sl s | Loy St vl . s i ot
Sacrament Meeting ‘The Rocky Horror Show’ at WCT: The cult classic, your collection and enjoy time perusing stamps. Al «The Rocky Horror Show’ at WCT: 7:30 pm ST T nutrient-rich compost grown right in your garden.” : :
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Richard O'Brien's The Rocky Horror Show, which are welcome. Refreshments served. Info: talsofam@  on Frigay, Fyebruary P Februamﬁnstfng ~ iﬂl‘;hl__:} Sy $1, Fresh-made  Visit growbiointensive.org/workshop.html for more | those who want to leam. Light refreshments will be
opened February 9 with a sold-out show and a standing ~ pacific.net T ’ Y smoizinn, frit syup $1, Bxtrainformation, email contact@growbiointensive.org, or | provided. Wilits Library, 390 East Commercial Street.
ovation by the audience, plays at the Willits Community Sl (il e £ Sl s A e %JEH L"lH.U\G E:Eéegre?rfcé);g;dl_gg? call (707) 459-0150 Games at the Library: Every 1st and 3rd Friday of
o A University for Soul Theatre Thursday, February 22 Mendocino County jam band, “sharin .ori inal Sch IStg t(2 bI’ k — Ecology Action the month we wil be bringing out the cards and board
niversity for Sou Wiits Community Theatre Presents through Y] ' g org chool Street (2 blocks games. All ages & player levels welcome. Bring your

Mondays, 6 pm, at the Muse in
Willits, 30 East San Francisco
Street. More info: 707-354-1866.

Willits Drum Circle: Every second
and fourth Fridays at 7 pm. At St.
Francis of the Redwoods Episcopal
Church, Main and Commercial

small child (Lil Dragons) classes
only on Thursdays at 6 pm, ages
3 to 6. There is an annual $20
SAL insurance/registration fee
(waivable). For more info call or
text Sensei Mike Tobin at 707-354-

beyond a couple hours of distraction, at least it
offers that. The flick was written by Diablo Cody
who in 2007 wrote the brilliant “Juno.”

Parents: In general, this is a movie for older
kids (not young ones) and teens. It's moderately
gross and moderately funny.

L o F L . . eqqe !

*Spiritual Discussions 25? b lrnu a”r]iys/ Is indoors for the winter season Thursday afternoons  amazing community. We're the Cosmic Family | | i+4je | ake Grange - Willits | 1 block west of Main Literacy Volunteers of Willits own games o add to the fun _

*ECK Light & Sound Services . . at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Band and so are vou.” Friday. February 23 at 8 . Tech Help: Every first and third Saturday from 11
More information? comic musical ge, y Y y 10am - 2pm Street. We teach adults to read! Fri rsonal tutoring at th i

Call 530.224.8703 fom 1974  Thursdays, from 3 to 5:30 pm. Local produce, local ~pm at Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street. P Seed Sharing at the W'II'te eL'C?g a UCS I? €ad’ Free personal wioring attne | am to 12 pm: Is your computer on the fritz? Want to

www.eckankar.org sweethearts Imeat’ fa_rmtgresh eggi_, delifc\i/?/!ﬁ "\ﬁals‘él tatst;[y l:rea;si Saturd Feb 24 O G o o S ot Sl Grange: %Keeping orI Ie?nai: rtzz])ry.mal?e mstaltll o g pp?t Br:|n|g );our tiﬁh

ive music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, the Herbal  Saturdav. Februar 3 o rour weskand dnge. ; , questions and get help from the
Grace Community Brad and Janet oo Wagon, and more. Tobin's Tales, story time  _ . o y i . heirloom seeds in our ~ an  appointment. | COLUMN | AT THE MOVIES library’s tech savvy volunteer
end up in the : T Friends of the Museum Gathering: Friends  ooirosnim gardens and on our LiteracyWillits@ L .
Church : .~ atthe farmers market, from 3:30 to 4 pm, with Library . Rl st e ety ) _ Spinnina &  Knitting:  Eve
Celebrating Life In Christ eerie Mansion  agsistant Tobin reading selected juvenile picture  Of the Mendocino County Museum invites all o tables.” Free seeds  gmail.com or 707- ‘Li S S Y
25 Hazel Street, Willits of Dr. Frank- e All are welcome interested people to a “Community Friendship B i< il and seed sharing event  456-7729 1Sa Saturday at the library; from f |t°
Modified Worship Service ;\l -Furter, ' ' Gathering” and Membership Drive, Saturday, F k t o0 4:30 pm. “All skill levels welcome!
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193 e J LD the back doors to enter. Special judgement. While this flick doesn't offer much popular Open Mic Night every

Wednesday, featuring  an
eclectic array of local musicians
and performers from around the
world. Pub opens at 3 pm, and
from opening until 7 pm, you can
be entered for the lottery. Lottery

MADAME WEB o ANKENSTEIN

Willits United . . - L e . 0565. Program is continuous year- determines order from which you
Methodist Church February 23-25 in Ukiah People Living Homeless in 7pm. Info: Bill Bruneau: 459-3390.  roynd. Body Works Gym, 1511 Willtsian Daniel Essman prefers his realty pick your 20 minute time slot
Labyrinth and'Peace Garden Registration for the California Organic Seed Summit the\ "VI“‘I:Is C::)nll]mggltv Brown Bag Lunch Program: Sack South Main Street. attenuated by the wisdom of the Imaglnatlon. Star'ting at7:20 pm

‘:Uﬁi‘;geas‘l’ﬁ’:’i;e"l’g;ﬁ is open! All California seed growers, seed keepers, b"t“'/l"%" en.

Pastor Rosemary Landry seed companies, and allies are invited to join us — pm:; “Ph:'lm N
Sunday Worshlp at 10:30 am February 23 tO 25, 2024, e|ther n person n Uk|ah, CA community it is common to feel frustrated, annoyed, sad LISA

ARGYLLE

7@?7'.‘1115?'2315.5 Ranch, 800 Hensley Creek Road in Ukiah. The summit suggstng rea-e slutions. lsse o us 0 lear s () PG13) 1 hr 46 mi (PG13) 2 hrs 15 mins
W wwwillicamenre | 18 being offered as a pay-what-you can event, with a | cundp. T Theatre (F i/ 230 o16 (P11 r 41 mins vt
Www.willIitSUmc.org : . Ch : : orki ini - - JSat.: 2: : EDANKENCTE : :
Facebook: facebook willieume | Suggested ticket price of $75, which includes food, Helen Falendes, M.Ed, has been working, training, ri/Sat.: 2:30, 5:15 RANBENSTEN Fri/Sat.: 3:30, 6:00 & 8:15pm
. ! AL . and teaching in the counseling and human services field o & 8:00pm . Sun./Mon.: 1:15. 4:15
. . |Odg|ng, and pal’tICIpatlon in the Summit. for over 40 years. She has worked in residential, shelter M " 57 East Commercial Street - Willits & 8:30pm . -2 1i1o, &
If yOU want to be 1ncluded n and outpatient treatment programs. She is currently 707 459 6660 Sun./MOn_: 1:30, 4:15 Sun./Mon :2:30. 5:00 & 715pm
e o iq . i i ia. f a Willits based, , ity effi = = . e e .
MRl Vit htesiiscedaliance orgleventscafomia. |t B SR L s sopothectreson & 7:00pm & 7:30pm Tues. Thurs.
. organic-seed-summit- 0 See more detalls abou individuals who are living without stable or safe housing. " Tues.-Thurs.: r . : 1opm
aypll Tosae Gl the program, to register, or to register for the virtual ; : Figfpjoy “heslelonce bite e 4:15 & 7:00pm Tues.-Thurs.: OVER 21 CLUB -
(707) 972-2475 event ) O Call 707-456-9474 for mare info. Next Week: 5:00 & 730pm Luxury Recllners

Email: Z
e BOB MARLEY: ONE LOVE ' wmovie Times for Feb. 16 thru Feb. 22

Masks Optional Tightwad Tuesday Title for Feb. 20 is in RED. All tickets at just $6!

april@uillitsweekly.com

- submitted by Organic Seed Alliance
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At left, top: These brave Rotarians brave the early morning cold to offer crab to the people of Willits.
Above, left: Steam rises from the freshly cooked crabs after they are pulled from a pot of boiling
water. Above, right: Helen Simms displays a rather fat and meaty specimen.

Success at last

Willits Rotary Club raises $10K for WHS senior
scholarships at belated annual crab sale

Good things are worth waiting for. Once again, the Willits Rotary Club came through and
provided the people of Willits with freshly cooked Dungeness crabs, better late than not at
all. Along with the generous help of Sparetime Supply, who provided
the two huge boiling water pots and transport for the equipment;
Reza’s Breadery, who donated 25 loaves of their famous sourdough
to be sold; and all the Rotary volunteers, the club was able to amass
a net of an estimated $10,000 to donate to deserving seniors at Willits High School in the
form of scholarships.

Above: Volunteer Amy works with
Rotarian Joe Bratt to keep the crabs
coming to the sales table. At left: Reza’s
Breadery generously donated 25 loaves
of their sourdough bread for people to
buy and enjoy with their crab. Below, left:
Tara Moratti coordinated much of the sale
efforts, arranging for volunteers and sales.
Below, right: Richard Baker, Helen Simms,
and Amy remove the freshly cooked crabs
and arrange them on the table. -

Photos by Mathew Caine ==

Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

174 IMathew Caine

The annual sale, held over two blustery, cold days, was another successful venture
for the Rotary Club. Several members showed up at 6 am both mornings and braved the
elements to prepare the pots and accept the shipment of crabs.

“We got the crab from a different supplier this year: Shane Chilson’s Fishing of Willits,”
explained Rotary Club President Cathie Gernhardt. “Our previous supplier is now in
Bodega Bay and we had no way to transport a ton of live crabs because Sparetime was
not able to send a truck. It would have cost us an extra $300 to have our old supplier
deliver them. So, we found a different supplier through one of our Rotarians. Chilson said
they would deliver the crabs for free over from Fort Bragg.

“The crab season started quite late this year due to the Fish and Wildlife people
protecting the migrating whales and not opening until the 18th of January. Due to El Nino
and the warm ocean temperatures, the whales are returning later to Alaska,” explained
Gernhardt.

The people who were asking about the sale for months were finally able to enjoy the
tasty treats, and many bought several for family and friends.

e _

Sonoma
. Clean
= Power

/.

Winter Energy

Energy bills are high right now. Check out our website, call us, or visit us at the
Advanced Energy Center to discuss:

The best rate plan for your situation
Available discount programs
Your usage. It might be time to reassess your energy habits.

Practical winter energy savings tips

Every little bit helps when it comes to your bill. We look forward to hearing from you.

o o
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Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2024-F0007

The following person or
persons are doing business as
Willits Chiropractic Clinic, 1225
South Main Street, Willits, CA
95490.

Registered owner: Levy-Peart
Chiropractic Corp, CA, 1225
South Main Street, Willits, CA
95490.

This business is conducted
by a corporation.

The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on N/A.

FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-
Recorder on January 3, 2024

/s/ Dr. Diana E. Levy Peart, DC,
President

Publication dates: January 25,

WW473

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2024-F0069

The following person or
persons are doing business as
Revival Transportation, 521
Capps Lane, Ukiah, CA
95482.

Registered owner: Ashley
Elliott, 521 Capps Lane, Ukiah,
CA 95482.

This business is conducted
by an individual.

The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on N/A.

FBN statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-
Recorder on January 25, 2024

Is/ Ashley Elliott
Publication dates: February 1,

and February 1, 8, 15, 2024. 8, 15, 22, 2024.
Registration | W
Statement of
open for Abandonment of Use of
‘Gras STO OtS’ Fictitious Business Name

at Mendocino
County Soccer

File No: 2021-F0220

The person or persons listed
below have abandoned the use
of the following fictitious
business name: Loet

Vanderveen Legacy Editions,
Academy 12 Maple Street, Willts, CA
. 95490, Mendocino County.
Submitted by MCSA The FBN was filed in

Mendocino County on April 21,
2021. File Number 2021-
F0220. Registered owners:
Mas Art, LLC, 12 Maple Street,
Willits, CA 95490.

This business was

In a community where
the love for soccer runs
deep, Mendocino County
Soccer Academy is gearing
up to launch its much-

anticipated Grassroots conducted by a Limited Liability
Academy for the spring | Company
season. With registration | This FBN Statement of

Abandonment was filed with
the Mendocino County Clerk-
Recorder on February 2, 2024.

/s/ Martha Ann Seifert

Publication dates: February 15,
22,29, March 7, 2024.

now open, families in Willits
are encouraged to enroll
their budding athletes in
this 8-week program that
promises not just soccer
skills, but a foundation of
confidence, courage, and
camaraderie.

MCSA's Grassroots Academy aims to ensure that every
child’s initial encounter with soccer is not only positive but
also leaves a lasting mark. The program, designed for 3- to
11-year-olds, runs from April 1 to May 26.

The philosophy behind Grassroots is simple; to provide
a safe and enjoyable environment for children to learn the
basics of soccer while falling in love with the game. “Our goal
is to build brave, confident, and strong individuals through
the beautiful game of soccer,” says MCSA Director and
Coach lan Fitzpatrick, who brings his passion for the sport
and years of coaching experience to the forefront.

The academy’s approach is distinctly different, focusing
solely on practice sessions that are both instructive and fun.
In Grassroots, children hone their skills at their own pace
in a supportive atmosphere. Fitzpatrick emphasizes the
importance of instilling a genuine love for soccer from the
very beginning.

“Grassroots is the first foundational step in our MCSA
Developmental Pathway. We believe that the early
experiences shape a child’s perspective toward the game.
Our professional coaching staff is dedicated to teaching the
basics while ensuring every child enjoys the journey,” says
Fitzpatrick.

What sets Grassroots apart are the engaging and
entertaining games incorporated into the sessions. Games
such as Lions on the Loose, Red Stop, Green Go, Ice
Monsters, and more add an element of joy to the learning
process. With each child having a ball at their feet at all
times and no tedious lines or laps, the emphasis remains
on enjoyment.

For parents looking to enroll their little ones, the program
caters to different age groups, with children under 6 practicing
twice a week for 45 minutes each, while U8s and U11s
practice three times a week for sessions ranging between
60 and 75 minutes. The schedule is tailored to balance skill
development and the sheer enjoyment of playing soccer.

To further facilitate access, MCSA offers scholarships for
those in need.

Take advantage of this opportunity to kickstart your child’s
soccer journey with MCSA's Grassroots Academy and join
us in building a community of confident and skilled young
soccer enthusiasts!

For more information on the schedules and registration,
visit MendocinoSoccer.com/Grassroots. Save 10% with
early bird registration by February 15th by using discount
code EarlyBird. You can also email questions to Coach
Fitzpatrick at lan@MendocinoSoccer.com.

Mendocino County invites
applications for:
Agricultural Commissioner/
Sealer of Weights & Measures
$125,112 - $152,068
Animal Protection Officer |
$38,771 - $44,907
Assistant Agricultural Commissioner/
Sealer of Weights & Measures
$88,899 - $108,076
Assistant Director of Social Services
$130,062 - $158,100
Auditor/Appraiser
$68,515 - $83,283
Bookmobile Driver
$40,892 - $49,712
Community Health Worker I/11
$38,937 - $47,195
Cook
$47,881 - $58,177
Corrections Deputy
$55,369 - $67,308
Deputy Probation Officer I/1l
$51,937 - $69,617
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner
$75,878 - $93,142
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner in Training
$25.08 - $29.03 Hourly
Eligibility Specialist lli
$52,520 - $63,856
Legal Secretary I/l
$38,563 - $54,392
Mental Health Clinician I/l
$60,340 - $84,843
Real Property Appraiser I/1l
$59,779 - $79,664
Social Worker Supervisor I/1l A-C
$71,094 - $100,027
Supervising Juvenile
Corrections Officer
$61,734 - $75,046

For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:

www.mendocinocounty.gov/jobs
EOE

CLASSIFIEDS

30 words for $15 for 2 weeks

Computer Help

Need help with your
computer? PC,
Macintosh, Android and
IOS devices. Repairs,
configuration and
tutoring:  $50/hr.  Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
uicearbhaill@gmail.com

For Rent

2 Bedroom, 2 Bath.
Brand  New.  Only
2 apartments  left.
Close to town and
Howard Hospital. Well-
appointed kitchens with
granite counters and
large pantry. Spacious
bathrooms.  Laminate
floors throughout and
window coverings. 1200
sq. ft. Air conditioned.
$1800.00/mo. More
information call 707-
489-1080.

Handyman
Service

Art's handyman
service. | live in Willits.
| am qualified for many
tasks. Carpentry, etc.
Call me. Let's talk. 707-
841-1991.

John Ford
Ranch Beef

John  Ford  Ranch
st has the 50 Ib.
Rancher’s Choice Box
for $390.00 and the 25
Ib. Hamburger Box for
$170.00. Please contact
Debbie Arkelian @ 459-
5049. (Prices change
effective 6/25/23)

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent

Space for RV’s and
Trailers ~ $425  per
month, includes water
& garbage. Close to
Safeway in Willits. Call
Tony (707) 972-4696.
See at  http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp

Willits Food
Bank at new
location

Willits Community
Services & Food Bank
continues to distribute
food, pantry staples,
hygienic products, and
more , to hungry families
and individuals in the
Willits area, at their
new location at 344

Railroad Avenue. Food
distribution is available
on Wednesdays and
Fridays from 1 to 4:30
pm. Info: 459-3333.

Willits
Weekly

Place your ad:
willitsweekly@
gmail.com

Help Wanted

Willits  Food  Bank
warehouse  associate
part-time position. Able
to lift up to 40 pounds;
patient, tolerant  of
those less fortunate.
Inquire at 344 Railroad
Avenue, Willits. Must be
Covid vaccinated and
substance free.

SCP offers grants
to customers to set up
e-bike commuting programs

By Suzanne Pletcher for Sonoma Clean Power

Mendocino County schools, government, non-profits
and businesses that would like to purchase electric
bicycles (e-bikes) for employees to use for commuting
to and from work are invited to apply for e-bike grants
available through Sonoma Clean Power, Mendocino
County’s default electricity provider.

“Electric bikes offer another option for clean
commuting by reducing vehicle travel and related costs
and emissions,” said Scott Salyer, program manager
at Sonoma Clean Power. “Our goal with this effort is to
provide the comprehensive funding and support that
organizations need to build a successful electric bike
commuting program.”

Starting February 14, Sonoma Clean Power will take
applications for grants of up to $20,000 to cover all or most
of the cost of setting up an e-bike commuting program,
including money for helmets, locks, bike racks, chargers
and storage. The application will be available online at the
Sonoma Clean Power website, https://sonomacleanpower.
org/bike-electric.

The application deadline is April 3, and the target date
for awards is May 22, 2024.

Eligible organizations include businesses, non-profits,
public entities, Tribal nations, and educational institutions.
Applicants must also be a Sonoma Clean Power customer
and have at least five staff, volunteers or students who
commute using light-duty cars and trucks.

SCP is Mendocino and Sonoma counties’ default not-
for-profit electricity provider and is actively engaged in
addressing the climate crisis through powering more of
our lives with clean energy. SCP also offers customers the
option to purchase 100% renewable electricity made from
local geothermal and solar resources through its EverGreen
service. For more information, visit sonomacleanpower.
org.

Marc Komer
Legal Document Assistant
An Affordable
Non-Attorney Service

(707) 459-2775

245 South Humboldt St., Suite B, Willits
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

The rest of .
Helicopter

including climate change, habitat quality, human-wildlife
conflict, and habitat fragmentation, among others.

Results are also used to make regulated harvest
recommendations to the California Fish and Game
Commission, which is the state regulatory authority that
adopts tag quotas, hunting seasons and zone boundaries.

These efforts are important for managing California’s
wildlife populations and are especially critical due to
recent harsh winter conditions that may have had negative
impacts on population numbers.

Big game hunters and other members of the public are
encouraged to participate in the commission’s annual
regulatory cycles. Information regarding upcoming
meetings, including dates, locations, background
documents, and virtual meeting links are available at the
California Fish and Game Commission website here:
https://fgc.ca.gov/Meetings/2024

I From page 2

The rest of

SharingI

of what plants can be best saved and shared or replanted
successfully by beginners.

There will also be grape vines and plant starts and herbal
remedies for sale.

The monthly Grange Pancake Breakfast is the same
day, February 25, from 8 to 11 am — come for both events

Co-sponsored by your local Grange and the Mendocino
County Pomona Grange, and your local library.

“Our mission is to conserve and promote America’s
endangered and culturally diverse garden and food
crops for future generations, and to share heritage, open
pollinated heirloom seeds and plants with all.”

From page 2
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Celebrate folk Athletic Sugar Theest ol ciencel From page 3
artist Mark Sugar was born here at the shelter back in May and

, was adopted when she was 10 weeks old. She returned to exhibits gets judged twice. That's a lot of volunteers that are required to do

Walker's the shelter in January — her adopter abandoned her at the this well.”
: helter’s front door. Sugar is a very friendly and energetic « ; Antar Mainly i " an
birthdav at the S ; . : i The advantage for the kids to do these projects: Mainly it is to learn,” said
y young dog that will need lots of exercise. Ifyou're Io|ok|ng for WCS Administrator Vaccaro. “They get to learn about something that interests
Museum ranglc‘l)‘]g-i\évae:k;‘lnugs(k);lJgﬂglnSEJUZZTnhZéSau?:tr(I')sf ){ﬁgrt?ﬁslkys/ut?;‘[ss them. They get to have practice designing experiments or doing research
. , : Da : about something that they want to know or learn about. They get experience
gZZ':;;t;iggungfndocmo Sugar would enjoy a playful canine friend in her new home. doing a long-term project and setting goals for themselves, following a

The Mendocino County Animal Shelter, located at 298
PlantRoad in Ukiah, requires a reservation to view adoptable
animals. Call 707-467-6453 to make an appointment to
meet our feline and canine
guests. Make sure to pre-fill out the adoption application
available at www.mendoanimalshelter.com.

Pack-mate River

River came from a trailer park near the San Joaquin that
was flooded and there were homeless people with unaltered
dogs... this fellow had two litters, River (aka “Brother”) was
from the older litter ... but bit by bit rescue groups are
helping to get them fixed and find homes.

timeline. They learn how to communicate what they've learned to others.
They make a visual presentation of what they have done and learned. They
learn how to follow scientific method. If they choose an engineering project,
they learn more about the engineering process.”

This Leap Day, Thursday, -
February 29, join us as we ©
celebrate the birthday of £
beloved Mendocino County §
folk artist Mark Walker
(1892-1999) who was born
on Leap Day 1892.

Mark Walker
prided himself on his
resourcefulness and clever
use of found materials S
to  make  charismatic |

The projects gave the kids a chance to explore subjects of their personal
interests, in a directed, precise, and ultimately useful methodology. The
conclusions, based on the creation of a question, a hypothesis, introduction,
background research, procedure, purpose, variables, and results did not ¢ jeft: Suzanne Matheson judges many of the
need to necessarily prove that the original hypothesis was correct. It was  exhibits; she has been judging since the Science
the following of a coherent scientific method that could be utilized throughout  Fair began in Willits. Above: Charter School
their lives to solve problems that was important, quenching their thirst for  administrator Erin Vaccaro works tirelessly to
knowledge in the real world. arrange and judge the exhibits.

Photos by
Mathew Caine

sculptures. Taking River is lovely, cli i i

A . L y, clingy, playful and charming! Learning the - The rest of

inspiration from his art, join ropes, and learning about leash walking, with help from his "l 2 Ballots From page 1
us in creating whimsical by Ava D : X

hats to celebrate his
birthday and legacy of 7= ‘
creativity. o SR

Guests are invited to view
art works from his collection, learn about his long industrious life in Mendocino County,
and enjoy birthday cake provided by the Friends of the Mendocino County Museum.

Event attendance is included with standard Museum admission: $7 adults, $2.75
children 6 through 13; children 5 or younger are free; For more information, including other
discounts, visit www.mendocinocounty.gov/museum, email museum@mendocinocounty.
gov or call 707-234-6365.

Obituary

‘Sharreh’ Bagby
August 12, 1947 — August 3, 2023

7 On August 3, 2023, our dear friend, Sharon

§ “Sharreh” Bagby, 75 years old of Petaluma, CA,
formerly of Willits, CA, died at home after a
brave battle with pancreatic cancer. Her her!
{ devoted husband, Billy, was by her side.

| What a little firecracker! A petite dark-haired

L i B beauty, Sharreh was born Sharon Ann

Giarrusso in Buffalo, New York on August 12, 1947, daughter to Sam and
Bessie Giarrusso and sister to Joyce Dearmin (Glarrusso)

The family moved to Santa Clara, CA when Sharreh was 13 years old.
Sharreh married her teenage sweetheart Billy Bagby who needed his
mother’s written permission, as he was underage. That was 56 years ago.
Billy and Sharreh were inseparable to the end with Billy always taking
good care.

Sharreh was a talented belly dancer, performer and teacher, a florist, a
gardener, a paralegal, a wife and a friend. Sharreh loved baseball and
kitties. Sharreh loved Billy.

As owner of Rhapsody Floral Designs, Sharreh delighted clients with
gorgeous arrangements.

Sharreh was survived by her loving husband, Billy, sister-in-law Barbara
Bagby, and brother-in-law Michael Bagby. Sharreh was preceded in death
by her parents Sam and Bessie Giarrusso, sister Joyce Dearmin, brother-
in-law Curtis Dearmin, and niece Brianna Bagby, as well as her mother-
in-law, Mary Bagby.

Joseph
laccino,bc,Ms

Chiropractor, Lakeview

A celebration of life will be scheduled at a later date. Rest in Peace dear

Sharreh. LAKE &>

MENDOCGINO

' Friends of the

| MENDOCINO COUNTY

YOU ARE INVITED TO A MEMBER/
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER AFTERNOON

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino is located at
9700 Uva Drive in Redwood Valley. Feel free to visit us, no
appointments needed! We are open Wednesday through
Friday, 1 to 5 pm; Saturday and Sunday, 11 am to 3 pm;
closed Monday and Tuesday. Check out all of our available |
dogs and cats on our website: www.mendohumanesociety.
com, on our Facebook page, and on www.petfinder.com.

Family Physician

Hillside, Dora Street, Little Lake, Lakeview

mentor buddy, Max!

' Surprisingly he did just fine in foster care and in going up
and down steep stairs to the yard. River was curious and a bit barky when seeing a cat for
the first time but he can learn. He wants to please and to learn about being a happy, well
cared for dog in a happy home! Ayard and a buddy dog would be ideal. Being alone is not
going to be a happy place for him, having always been surrounded by dogs ...
learn. This is a sweet, sweet boy wanting security and love!

To learn more about River or to view other adoptable animals, visit www.milofoundation.
org or the Milo Foundation Sanctuary Facebook page. The sanctuary is currently doing
pet adoptions by appointment only. Please complete a pet-adoption application before
requesting an appointment. You can reach the Milo Foundation at 459-4900.

Sweet Chey

Meet Cheyenne! We call her Chey and while she might
shy away at first, give her a little time and soon you will
hear the soft thumping of her tail wagging. Chey can't hide
her love for people who speak kindly to her and bring extra
yummy treats. She is still settling in here and what we know
so faris that she LOVES other dogs. Chey is already coming
out of her shell and we look forward to learning more about

MENIJUC((I;WU MEN[]UC(?WU

Steven C.
Wirth, mD

Family Physician

Anne
Martin-Ko, MD

Pediatrician, Hillside

LAKE
MENDOC((I;WU

Medical Facility

Our mission is to provide compassionate, high-quality care
for our communities. Your health matters. Call us today.

MASI’II-IICENTERS

HILLSIDE | DORASST | LITTLE LAKE | LAKEVIEW

(707) 456-9600

LITTLE LAKE HEALTH CENTER
45 HAZEL STREET., WILLITS
mchcinc.org

WE ACCEPT MEDI-CAL, MEDICARE, PARTNERSHIP AND OTHER INSURANCE.
MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER

but he can

Hillside, Dora Street, Little Lake, Lakeview

OF FUN!

Friends of the Mendocino County Museum
invites ALL interested people to our
“Community Friendship Gathering”

Saturday, February 24th
at 2 p.m. at the
Mendocino County Museum

Join us for an outstanding program about our County
history, food and drink, a raffle of Friends merchandise,
behind the scenes tours and an update on the
Museum and the Friends.

..’

This project is funded by:

COMMUNITY

B.A.S,

5‘\\’2 appllc tl ns avallabl

Sroc fi'n'g om
\\ )\
ing@ Ilve com

“ & G.L. insured

07 N

Serving areas of

FOUNDATION

- OF MENDOCINO COUNTY

ROOQOFIN Gue

License #927007

Sonoma Counties

Residential & Commercial

Mendocino, Lake and
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Dockins

Above: JV girls get a pep talk from their coaches amidst an intense timeout. Below:
Jazmarie Henson takes control of the ball, dribbling down the court.

The rest of
SportsI From page 5
This was a very successful venture  CMC League Championships
as Willits boys came up first as a Results

team. Girls were one match away
from first, coming in a fabulous
second. The entire team brought
home 8 League Champions, and
many second and third-place wins to
qualify for NCS Sections held in the
Bay Area next weekend!

The display of athleticism and
hard work through these young men
and women while maintaining good
grades in school and navigating life
as a teen is nothing short of amazing.
As the famous quote goes, “Once
you've wrestled, everything in life is
easy.”

We wish the boys the best of luck
at James Logan High School, and
the girls at Albany High School next
weekend! We know you will wrestle
tough, and we are so proud of you!

133 Champion: Nevaeh Jones
157 Champion: Ava Dockins-Kline
235 Champion: Bella Glenn

150 Champion: Rickey Ramirez
165 Champion: Corey Rockey
190 Champion: Donald Glenn
177 Champion: Ely Bowles

Second Place:
115 Lucy Vargas
128 Stormie Nowlins
130 Dannyka Smith
147 Liz Meyer

Third Place:
110 Veda Morgan
140 Emelia Owsiany

Above: Champion Deon Smith, center, grins along with his second- and third-place

opponents. Below: Champion Corey Rockey pauses for a photo op with his opponents.

video. “They assured me we are doing exactly
what we need to do to get new replacement
ballots out to our voters as soon as possible.

“We have processes in place to ensure that
we only process the corrected ballot.” [For more
details, see the FAQs press release published
in this edition, also submitted by the Elections
Office.]

To see the video, visit www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TVISs6aHOsg

The Voter Office recommends everybody
destroy the original ballot they received last
week. Below is the February 8 press release
announcing the discovery of the error.

Elections Office — On Monday, February 5,
2024, the Elections Office mailed ballots for the
March 5, 2024, Presidential Primary Election to
all active Mendocino County registered voters.
Late yesterday afternoon, the Elections Office
was notified by some recipients of those ballots
that there were errors in certain ballots.

The Elections Office has since learned that
every voter in Mendocino County received a
Republican ballot for the First Supervisorial
District regardless of their party affiliation.
Additionally, the Elections Office believes there

PG &EI From page 1

“This would be the group,” McGourty said, “that
would be taking over the diversion from PG&E and
designing a new one that would move Eel River
water to continue the flow of Eel River water to our
region.”

The rest of

"PG&E basically said, nope we don't want to
do that anymore even though they had invited us
to participate,” McGourty continued. “Something
has changed within their own view of their risk
management, and we’re no longer uh included....
We're still kind of reeling from it. It feels very much
like Lucy and Charlie Brown and the football every
time that we deal with PG&E, trying to come up
with some sort of a solution for how do we take
over that project which is so essential to our
economy and about 600,000 people are affected
by that diversion, from Potter Valley to the Marin
County line.”

McGourty said the Eel Russian Project Authority
group was still going to continue, and had planned
a meeting with the Mendocino County Inland Water
and Power Commission this week to talk about the
situation, “but this is really a significant, existential
threat to us and our water supply.”

According to the JPA website, ERPA has “the
power to negotiate with the Pacific Gas and
Electric Company as the utility moves ahead with
plans to surrender operations of the Potter Valley
Hydroelectric Project and to decommission the
Scott and Cape Horn dams on the Eel River.”

The new JPA also has “the legal capacity to own,
construct and operate a new water diversion facility
near the Cape Horn Dam,” the website says.

Members of the JPA include the Sonoma County
Water Agency, Mendocino County Inland Water
and Power Commission, the County of Sonoma,
and Round Valley Indian Tribes.

On December 19 last year, Congressman Jared
Huffman announced a $2 million grant from the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to the Sonoma County
Water Agency “to study a diversion from the Eel
River to the Russian River that will have the least
possible impact on salmon and steelhead.”

“Now that PG&E has decided to remove the
dams, these federal funds will set us up to develop
the Two-Basin Solution | have been encouraging for
years,” said Rep. Jared Huffman, in the December
19 press release. “In the face of compounding
climate change impacts, dam removal, and a
modern diversion for water will help protect salmon
and steelhead while ensuring a dependable water
supply.”

PG&E has not put up a press release or official
statement online about dropping the regional
JPA from its proposal, but a Santa Rosa Press
Democrat story quotes PG&E spokesman Paul
Moreno as saying the company supports the
regional goals and “remains committed to continue
working together.” But Moreno also cited a too-
complex process and “the prospect of liabilities
and uncertain costs Moreno said the utility would
have to pass onto customers.”

may be errors in all ballots mailed out, even those
ballots for voters registered Republican in the
First District.

The Elections Office has been working with the
vendor that printed the ballots to quickly remedy
the error. The error was caused by a third-party
vendor. The vendor is printing replacement ballots
for all active Mendocino County registered voters
and will mail them out, at the vendor’s expense,
to all registered voters early next week.

If any voter has already voted and returned the
ballot they received, please contact the Election
/ County Clerk’s Office as soon as possible. Our
office will also reach out to voters who returned
one of the ballots mailed on February 5, 2024, to
make sure the voter is provided the correct ballot.

Please note that military and overseas ballots
were not affected by this error. Military and
overseas voters received correct ballots.

| would like to thank those voters who called to
let us know about this error.

If you have any questions, please contact
the Election / County Clerk’s Office by calling
707-234-6819 or emailing us at mcvotes@
mendocinocounty.gov

The rest of o
Transition

the museum and its plan for the future, and
unanimous praise for museum director Mattson
and the immense improvements she has
brought to the museum and its involvement with
the community throughout the county.

But the key issue of ongoing county funding
remains undecided. While a public foundation
appears to be an excellent way to operate the
museum, without the county’s financial support,
it is unlikely the museum could afford to stay
open.

I From page 1

Only two of the supervisors talked about
funding of the museum. Supervisor John
Haschak, a strong supporter of the museum,
stated that the proposed foundation model “will
decrease the cost to the county,” but “there is
still going to be a county contribution.”

Supervisor Dan Gjerde first suggested that
some financial Lone Ranger ought to step up
and rescue the museum: “If someone wanted to
financially support the museum, this is a good
investment for their dollars.” Gjerde then added
that any financing, “should include a financial
commitment from the county, but also a financial
commitment from the City of Willits: Maintain
the grounds, maybe pay the utility bill, is a
reasonable role for the City of Willits. An honest
and earnest conversation about the future of the
museum needs to have participation by the City
of Willits.”

Supervisor Gjerde then made a motion,
unanimously approved by the supervisors, to
have museum director Mattson “bring back
a transiton plan [for a community-based
foundation] that includes a memorandum of
understanding between the county, the City
of Willits, and other partners for a long-term
funding strategy for the museum.”

Willits City Council members, at their January
24 meeting, stated that the county should
continue to fund the county museum. Mayor
Saprina Rodriguez said, “It is not fair for the
county to assume that a nonprofit partner is
going to assume the financial liability, and that
saying the City of Willits should step up, the city
is making a contribution, the museum is on city
property, as well as other support services that
are not being acknowledged by the county.”

Willits Councilmember Greta Kanne stated
that the county supervisors should “come back
with a strong statement asking for a continued
commitment from the county to fund the museum
wholly while they figure out how to transition into
a new structure.” Which, so far, the supervisors
have not done.

Groundhog Day was sunny, but groundhogs
can't really predict the future. Nor can
Supervisor Haschak, though his summation
of the supervisors meeting was hopeful: “We
have a collection that represents the history of
Mendocino County, and as a county we've taken
that on. The charge we have is to protect that.”
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School board recognizes
Sherwood School

students and staff
Submitted by Principal Kathleen Crossman

At the Willits Unified School District School
Board meeting on January 11, Superintendent
Mark Beebe, along with school board members
and each student’s teacher, presented Sherwood
Elementary School's outstanding students and
their families with certificates of honor.

The students were selected by their teachers
for their positive attitudes toward learning and for
being safe, respectful, responsible and kind. Each
student has terrific attendance and is achieving at
grade-level or above!

The following students earned this designation:
in Ms. Hall's class, kindergartners Agata Zieba
and Asher Wyatt, and first-graders Aven Steffen
and Ryder Elmore; in Ms. Annapurna’s class:
second-grader Abel Hernandez and third-grader
Lexi Ludwig; in Ms. Savanah’s class: fourth-grader
Nihya Locke and fifth-grader Charlotte Gray.

Two Sherwood staff members were also
recognized by their peers for their dedication and
exceptional teamwork. These staff members were
honored: Classified Para-Educator Trevor Muller
and Certificated Teacher Annapurna Steffen.

JOY

\ community, it is common to feel frustrated, annoyed,

Above: Sherwood School kindergartener and “Outstanding
Student” Agata Zieba, and Sarah Owsiany, at left, Sherwood
School first-grader and “Outstanding Student” Rider EImore,
teacher Savanah Norton, and Ray Elmore at right.

At left, below: Katie Gray and Sherwood School fifth-grader and
“Outstanding Student” Charlotte Gray smile for the camera at the
January Willits school board meeting.

At left, bottom: Sherwood School third-grader Lexi Ludwig, center,
holds her “Outstanding Student” award, with Brandon, left, and
Kameron Ludwig at the January school board meeting.

New year, new venue for
Avenues to Wellness talks

Submitted by ATW

Avenues to Wellness kicks off their speaker series in a
new location, the Willits Methodist Church, with a talk on
“People Living Homeless in Willits.”

“Safety & Compassion: People Living Homeless in the
Willits Community,” on Saturday, February 24 from 4 to 5
pm, will be the first of this year’s Avenues to Wellness talks
at the new location, the Willits Methodist Church at

Friends of the Museum Membership

Drive event

Submitted by Friends
of the Mendocino County Museum

The Friends of the Museum will host a Membership Drive on
Saturday, February 24 at the Mendocino County Museum from
2 to 4 pm. This community event is free and is sponsored by the
Community Foundation.

Our goal is to double our membership while enjoying food, a
history talk, tours and more!

Discover our community history

Local author Kim Bancroft will share her enthusiasm for learning
Mendocino County history in the context of gathering information for a
museum exhibit. The talk will highlight the many resources available
at the Mendocino County Museum for researching the history of
communities in our county, including archival photographs, books,
maps, and films, oral histories, interviews, and historical artifacts.

Tour the Museum

Mendocino County Museum volunteers will offer “Behind the
Scenes” tours of the museum collections and exhibits.
Socialize

Enjoy light appetizers and drinks provided by the Friends of the
Museum. Make sure to listen for your name, as you might be a
recipient of a door prize. New and renewing Friends members will
be entered into a drawing to win prizes!

286 School Street. ATW talks are always FREE to
the public, donations appreciated.

When seeing people who are homeless in our

sad, and anxious. This talk offers a compassionate
and realistic approach to the problem, addressing
core factors and suggesting real-life solutions.
Please join us to learn what is being done locally,
what are the next steps, and how you can help.

Helen Falandes, M.Ed., has been working,
training, and teaching in the counseling and human
services field for over 40 years. She has worked
in residential, shelter and outpatient treatment
programs. She is currently part of a Willits-based,
grassroots, community effort to better understand
and reduce the number of families and individuals
who are living without stable or safe housing.

Avenues to Wellness is a program of the Frank R.

approach to the problem, addressing core factors and
suggesting real-life solutions. Please join us to learn what
is being done locally, what are the next steps, and how you
can help.

Helen Falendes, M.Ed., has been working, training,
and teaching in the counseling and human services field o
for over 40 years. She has worked in residential, shelter M :
and outpatient treatment programs. She is currently
part of a Willits based, grass-roots, community effort to
better understand and reduce the number of families and
individuals who are living without stable or safe housing.

Visit the Museum
website  to  learn
more at WWW.
mendocinocounty.
org/departments/
museum, and hit
the “Get Involved”
button to learn more
about  volunteering
or the Friends of

Helen Falandes, M.Ed.

Safety & Compassion:
People Living Homeless in

the Willits Community
Saturday Feb. 24 the Museum group.
4-5pm Check out Friends
comvn\;}:;‘i]ty sif?sf‘c%)n?xi]?rlio‘?i‘l’ frf:tr:&?d‘? eal::lsoyi:d,_(s):é Of th e M en dOCI no
and anxious. This talk offers a compassionate and realistic Co u nty M useum

T-shirts, aprons totes,
mugs, and more at
https://www.zazzle.
com/s/fotmecm. Keep
up with the “Friends
of the Mendocino

Howard Foundation. Visit www.avenuestowellness.

org to view Video Archives of previous talks. For " ;

more information call: 707-456-9676.

-,

Call 707-456-9676 for more info.
Wiiniss  Emo

County Museum”
page on Facebook.

icetti@nhowardfoundation.org.
Visit: avenuestowellness.org.

FUL M O
"

You’re made for living a happy, fulfilling life.

That's why we have top experts for all your healthcare needs, no matter your age or stage of life. We're proud to offer you more choices,
expanded access and higher quality care in Mendocino County, as demonstrated by our Planetree Gold Certification for excellence in
patient-centered care. We're not just here to put more years in your life, we're here to put more life in your years.

Services provided by Adventist Health Howard Memorial:

- Addiction Medicine
- General Surgery
- Orthopedics

- Pediatrics

- Pharmacy
- Physical Therapy

- Primary Care

Learn more at AdventistHealthHowardMemorial.org

N
Adventist Health\\

Howard Memorial
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