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Wood reports
to supervisors

Strong,
Rodriguez:
City finances
a priority

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Assemblyman
Jim
Wood (D-Second District)
appeared at the board of
supervisors meeting on
Tuesday, December 6 to
report on his achievements
over the past two years,
including getting 10 bills
passed. Wood also offered
a prognosis on what his
main focus will likely be
in the future, with Donald
Trump in the White House
and Republican majorities
in both houses of Congress.

Broadband
Assembly Bills 1262 and
1549, authored by Wood,
add $5 million to the state’s
Broadband
Consortium
grant account. The grants
will help fund projects for
underserved or unserved
areas in California.
Another bill authored by
Wood, AB 1545, requires
the California Department
of Transportation to notify
broadband providers when
they undertake certain
kinds of highway projects.
Wood hopes the notification
will
allow
broadband
providers to more efficiently
install broadband lines.

Protecting oak
woodlands
AB
1958
allows
landowners who own oak
woodlands to remove
encroaching conifer trees
without first securing
conversion permits.
Read the rest of

Report

Over on Page B7

Damian Sebouhian
Above, from left: Conductor Kyle Stockman, Mrs. and Santa Claus and engineer Glen Ford pose at the front of the Skunk Train.
Stockman collects tickets from pajama-clad riders. Elves and crew get ready for the afternoon train.

Magical Christmas Train
Skunk Train
gets holiday
makeover
for seasonal
event
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com

There’s still more than
a week to ride the Magical
Christmas Train, a holidaythemed ride brought to the
community each December
by the Skunk Train.

The 90-minute ride out
of the Willits depot includes
a ride though a “storybook
wonderland” which includes
cookies, cocoa and a
personal visit with Santa

At top: The Magical Christmas Train crosses Main Street in Willits. Above: Members of the 2016
Santa Train crew, from left: elf Skylar Anderson; elf Samantha Norton; Train Singer Greg Schindel;
“Morgan the girl” Aisha Shoemaker; elf James Page; engineer Glen Ford; Santa Claus; Conductor
Kyle Stockman; Mrs. Claus; musician Malakai Schindel; elf Brian Silver; and elf Sierra Skinner.

himself. Greg and Malakai Schindel will be
onboard singing and playing their musical
instruments, and elves, a giant teddy bear,
and a little girl named Morgan all play into
the on-board experience.
Attendees are welcome to come ride in

their pajamas, and dogs can get their own
ticket, too.
Check for available dates and trains
through the website www.skunktrain.com;
select “Magical Christmas Train” to see the
calendar.

Future of
access TV

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Read the rest of

Access TV

Over on Page 11

“Along with the effects on
the businesses, we must
monitor the loss of revenue
from the bypass,” Strong
told Willits Weekly. “We’re
going to have to tighten
our belts. Having to do
that while maintaining the
quality of city services, is
going to be up to this [new]
council to figure out.”
“The highest priority the
current council has is fiscal
responsibility,” Rodriguez
said. “I’ve already gone
over the budget pretty
extensively to make sure I
Read the rest of

Interviews

Over on Page 11

HMH spends
Remco funds
on new
equipment

to be studied

Supervisors
on
December 6 created an ad
hoc committee to consider
the future of the county’s
relationship with Mendocino
Access TV, the Ukiahbased community access
television station.
Supervisors
John
McCowen
and
Dan
Gjerde were named to the
committee.
Mendocino
Access
Television has been in
existence for six years.
For five of those years,
the station survived on
donations,
volunteers,
membership dues and a
contract with Mendocino
County, which authorized
it to video and broadcast
certain public meetings,
including meetings of the
Mendocino County Board
of Supervisors. MATV also
broadcast meetings of the
Ukiah City Council.
According
to
news
reports, by virtue of that
contract, the county paid
MATV about $60,000
annually. The money came
from Comcast, and was
paid to the county due
to a federal law requiring
cable providers to pay local

With the final election
results for Willits City
Council
released
on
December 1, and the
winners having taken
their oaths of office at this
week’s city council meeting,
Willits Weekly talked with
two of the three winners
about their outlooks for this
important civic job. The third
new councilmember, Gerry
Gonzalez, who was elected
mayor at Wednesday
night’s council meeting, will
be covered in next week’s
edition of the paper.
Newly elected Councilwoman Saprina Rodriguez,
and reelected Councilwoman Madge Strong both cited
the city’s budget as priorities to manage for the next
four years.

Maureen Moore

There will be 44
Christmas train rides
between December 15 and
December 24, although
some of the trains have
already been sold out!

Reporter
damian@willitsweekly.com

Damian Sebouhian
Reporter
damian@willitsweekly.com

“The things that are
happening at Howard
Hospital are unbelievable
for the size of the community
we’re in,” Dr. William Bowen
told the Willits City Council
during its December 6
special meeting.
Bowen highlighted a
list of new state-of-the-art
equipment the hospital
recently purchased from the
$4 million fund awarded to
the city by PepsiCo during
the Remco settlement.
Searchers find body The city had pledged
that money to the Howard
of missing woman Foundation to help build a
A funeral mass will be celebrated new hospital, but according
at noon Saturday at St. Anthony’s to Margie Handley, the
president,
Catholic Church for a 35-year-old foundation’s
Willits woman who died December “Adventist Health stepped
3 following a single-vehicle up to the plate” to pay for the
accident on North Highway 101. A construction.
“Celebration of Life” will follow at 2
“We had held the $4
pm at the Willits Art Center.
million in the bank for about
Searchers discovered the 15 years, waiting to see
body of Maria Shelley Young- what was the best use of that
Falkenberg in some three feet money and how we could
of water in a marshy area about spend it wisely to enhance
1,000 feet from the collision site the care of the hospital,”
near mile post marker 50 shortly Handley said. “We’ve done
after 9:30 am last Thursday, that. Staff is absolutely
according to a December 8 press thrilled and delighted.”
“It was an amazing project
release from the Mendocino
just to purchase all these
County Sheriff’s Office.

Above, left and right: Eager riders wait at the depot before boarding the train. Above, center: The teddy bear featured on the Christmas
Train helps sell tickets in the depot booth. Below, from left: Families and friends wait to board the train. Elves prepare for the ride.
Schindellians Greg and Malakai get ready for an afternoon of singing and music aboard the Skunk Train’s Christmas Train.

Willits man held after
wild Clearlake chase
A 23-year-old Willits man was
arrested on suspicion of vehicle
theft and assault with a deadly
weapon following a four-minute,
high-speed
chase
through
Clearlake streets last Sunday.
The chase began after police
Sgt. Travis Lenz observed a
suspicious vehicle “driving fast”
in the parking lot of a Clearlake
motel just before 2 am.
When the 2006 white Honda
Ridgeline pulled onto Lakeshore
Lane, Lenz tried to pull the pickup
over for a brake light being out,
but the driver – later identified as
Willits resident Diego Alexander
Spaggiari – sped away, “running
Read the rest of

Chase

Over on Page 11

Sand bag stations up
Brooktrails Fire Department announced
Wednesday on their Facebook page that, “with
the approaching storm, heavy rain is expected.
Sand and sand bags are available on a selfserve basis next to the Brooktrails Township
Office, 24860 Birch Street. Please call 4594441 with any questions.”
The City of Willits has also put out sand
and sand bags to fill up on a first-come, firstserved, self-serve basis – for city residents only
– to guard against potential flooding. The Willits
sand bag station is always next to the City Hall
parking lot, 111 East Commercial Street, on the
Marin Street side. City of Willits can be reached
at 459-4601.
As of press time Wednesday night, the
National Weather Service has a flood watch
up through 4 am Friday morning, with up to 2
inches of heavy rain expected on Thursday.
Sunnier skies are predicted over the weekend,
with temperatures in the 20s overnight.
– Jennifer Poole

Read the rest of

Found

Over on Page 2

Read the rest of
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What do YOU think?

’Twas two Fridays
before Christmas ....

Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from readers
Thank you to this week’s
contributors:

WECS Winter Fund Drive
To the Editor:
The 2016 Willits Community Services
Fund Drive is up and running. Please help
us to provide essential human services to
our greater Willits and north Mendocino
County communities. Our economy
continues to make it difficult for so many
people just to survive. The availability of
financial resources from outside of our
community continues to diminish, and
this has made it very challenging for WCS
and organizations like Willits Community
Services to continue to provide essential
human services.
WCS has been serving the greater Willits
and North County communities since
1981. For over thirty-five years WCS has
provided a safety-net of human services
that help cushion the effects of short and
long term unemployment, poverty and
crisis by providing temporary assistance
programs and services to people in need.
WCS manages to provide these programs
and services through a combination
of funding sources, including local
contributions. Especially now, the local
donations of our community are the most
important, because it is those dollars,
more than any other resource, that keep
the doors open, the lights on and the
services and programs operating.
Please help us continue to serve our
community by helping us reach our
Winter Fund Drive financial goal of
$34,000 this winter season. Your support
will go a long way to help people in crisis
in our community.
Unless anonymity is requested, donors
to WCS’s Winter 2016 Fund Drive
will be published every week in Willits
Weekly during our appeal. Our Main and
Commercial streets “thermometer” will
also display results during this time.

Rosalie Anchordoguy & Henry Shebitz;
Martin & Laura Clein; Robert Fry; Bill &
Emmy Good; Bruce Haanstra & Carol
Aleshire; Marge Handley; Michael &
Patricia Harrison; Lowell & Wilma Justus;
Kingsley Augusta Chapter #58 Order
of the Eastern Star of CA; Geraldine
Lassner & Kathie Havice; Debbie
McCubbin; Jean & Michael Morawski;
J. Francis & William Schatz; Dennis &
Rowayne Schrage; and St. Francis in the
Redwoods Episcopal Church.

Willits Library needs
volunteers
To the Editor:
If you are the kind of person who loves
books and reading, and you have an
extra couple of hours a week, why not
volunteer at the Willits Library? Our
library is in need of immediate help.
County Library Director Karen Horner
has been seeking a new branch librarian,
but so far she hasn’t found the perfect
person. This has left the Willits Library
a bit short-handed. This is a perfect
opportunity for the community to pitch
in. The primary need is for volunteers to
help tidy and shelve books, but there are
other jobs available as well.
Contact Wendy Copperfield, library
volunteer coordinator, to find out how you
can help. Copperfield says even short
amounts of time put into volunteering at
the library will be helpful.
Regular library hours are Tuesday
through Thursday, 10 am to 7 pm; Friday,
10 am to 6 pm; and Saturday, 10 am to 5
pm. Stop by the library, or call 459-5908
to learn more.
Mendocino County Library
Advisory Board

Total campaign results will also be printed
in our local newspapers when all results
are in. Thank you for your consideration.
Jim Marill,
executive director, WECS

Winter Fund Drive 2018
Willits Community Services and Food
Bank announced Tuesday that the
first group of contributors to the 2016
Winter Fund Drive has raised $4,011
towards the drive’s $34,000 goal. To
donate, please send a check to Willits
Community Services, 229 East San
Francisco Avenue, Willits, CA 95490. You
can also donate via the PayPal Giving
Fund. Open this link: www.paypal.
com/fundraiser/10586513705061881,
then search for “Willits Community
Services.” Or through Ebay Charities.
Open this link: http://charity.ebay.com/
charity/search/ and search for “Willits
Community Services.”

KLLG needs hosts
To the Editor:
People have asked me why, when they
tune in to KLLG, there is mostly only
easy-listening music on the air. Easy to
answer.
KLLG wanted to go on the air 24/7 from
the get-go. We wanted everyone who
tuned to 97.9 at any hour to hear that we
were there. We wanted people to know
that when the power, phones, and internet
are down, KLLG can still communicate …
and keep us informed … and connected.
If there is critical information for you to
know, KLLG will be the place you turn to.
The fastest way for everyone in 95490 to
get critical messages is by radio.
We are in the process of developing a

lot of local programming. Training live
hosts and DJs takes time to develop
well. However, as time goes on and we
develop live programming, we shall pull
the music playlists down and play our
locally created shows. We estimate that
within a year we shall have half our hours
filled with hosted shows. Note: there are
168 hours in the week. That’s a lot of
hours to fill.
What can you do? You can take a leap
and tell us that you want to have a show.
There are many possibilities. You could
play music you like and want to share.
You could gather local news from our
community that you feel we all ought to
know about … and share it. You could
come up with a show our old youngsters
or our young youngsters might be
interested in. You could gather and share
information that would make life better
for 95490. Given the strange nature of
our times (you could have a show about
that!), we believe KLLG can help make
our community more resilient.
There are pluses and minuses to a lowpower station. While our signal doesn’t
get out of Little Lake Valley, we are
able to focus in detail on information
that is crucial to 95490. For our local
businesses, this is extremely important;
that is, 100 percent of our listeners
are potential customers of theirs. 100
percent! KZYX, KOST, KUKI and other
full-power stations—they cannot make
this claim. We are truly a community
radio station. And it takes a community to
keep us on the air!
So, KLLG is up and running. We are
seeking not only your membership and
underwriting, we are reaching out to
encourage you to create a show of your
own. And we are here to help you do
that. You’d be surprised how easy that
is. If you can speak clearly and believe
in what you want to share, we can have
you on the air in no time. And it’s fun. It’s
a rush. It’s a way of giving back to your
community. How about our own local
trading show? How about a show on
brewing?
Yes, smartphones and social media may
make us think that radio is a relic from
the past. Not so. There are quite a few
community radio stations around the
world that have carved out a special,
valued space in the lives of their listeners.
They do it because of the relevance,
proximity and energy they put into their
programming.
Even if you’re just slightly interested in
the possibilities, give us a call. 459-KLLG
(5554). We can answer your questions.
Or visit our website: KLLG.org. This is
your radio station. Become an integral
part of its creation.
Lanny Cotler, KLLG general
manager, Willits

Young-Falkenberg disappeared in the late evening hours
From
Page
1
of
December 3 after telling a passing motorist, who had
Found
stopped and offered help after the accident, that “she did
not want to be contacted by law enforcement personnel,”
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Capt. Greg Van Patten said in
The Rules: LETTERS
the press release.
Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to
Deputies, Little Lake Fire Department personnel, and
willitsweekly@gmail.com. Letters focusing on Willits and 3rd
state traffic officers searched the area around the accident
District issues, activities, events and people have priority. Willits
scene that night using a heat-detection device, but failed to
Weekly prints letters from residents of Willits and the 3rd District
find any sign of the woman, Van Patten said.
only. To encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter
publication from any one writer to once a month.
On December 6, the press release continued, deputies
received “third-hand information” that Young-Falkenberg
Typed letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698,
Willits, CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and
“was possibly a missing person.”
commentaries must be submitted with a name, address and
Deputies contacted her family and began investigating
phone number, although only the author’s name and city of
the possibility Young-Falkenberg was staying somewhere
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous
in Humboldt County, Van Patten said. But by December
source will be published, although a request to withhold the
writer’s name will be considered.
7, they had determined Young-Falkenberg “was not in
The rest of

Photos courtesy WPD Facebook page

’Twas two Fridays before Christmas,
at Ardella’s Diner, An event was just starting,
no contest anywhere finer.
The walls were hung with festivity and flair,
In hopes the whole community soon would
be there.
The tables were set, the cookies were
spread, The plans of a wonderful party
dancing in our heads.
Jennifer in her scarf, and Maureen in her
sweater, Couldn’t think of a way for the
party to be better.
When out on Main Street, there arose such
a clatter, We sprang from the booths
to see what was the matter.
Away to the entrance we flew like a flash,
And gasped as we saw the huge crowd
gathering for the bash.
The streetlights shined on the plates, trays
and tins Of many cookies and sweets,
baked with hope to take the win.
Honor and bragging rights would soon be
bestowed, For goodies that made everyone
cry their best “Ho! Ho! Ho!”
Businesses, individuals and returning
champions short and tall,
Set up tables displaying their goodies
for the tasting of all.
More rapid than eagles, the tasters they
came, And they sampled, and shouted,
calling out their favorites by name!
“It’s delicious, this fudge!” “Those cookies,
oh my!” “The candy, divine! And the
caramels, you must try!”
To Ardella’s Downtown Diner, the people
they ran,“ We must taste and cast our votes
while yet we still can!”
Tallies were made, and the judges would
name
The best treats made by those
who competed and came.
Their photos in the paper the winners would
see, With copies, we hope, of the winning
recipes.
After the judging, the party will still go on,
With cookie swaps (bring your own)
until they’re all gone,
Carols sung by Nancy New and Devon
Jones, And holiday spirit until everyone
goes home.
The party will pay thanks to all who have
shown such support, For this crazy and
amazing endeavor, WW, for short.
Join Willits Weekly to toast to next year’s
editions Filled with news and community,
innovation and tradition.
From 5 to 7 pm on Friday, December 16 we
will be, At Ardella’s Diner with T-shirts
and back issues to see.
We encourage all to come with this cordial
invite, As we say Happy Holidays to all, and
to all a great night!
– Maureen Moore

Below: New Willits Police Department Interim Chief of Police Scott Warnock getting sworn in Friday
by Willits City Manager Adrienne Moore. Above: The group poses together including, from left: WPD
Officer Kevin Leef, City Manager Adrienne Moore, Interim Chief Scott Warnock, with his new badge,
Officer Michael Nguyen, Sgt. Jake Donahue, and former WPD
Chief Gerry Gonzalez in civvies.

New interim police
chief in Willits

Friday was Willits Police Chief Gerry Gonzalez’s last
day serving as chief. “We want to thank him for the many,
many years of service he has provided our community,”
said the Willits Police Department on their Facebook
page. ”Please join us in wishing him the best in his future
endeavors as councilman, and please give a warm
welcome to our Interim Chief of Police Scott Warnock!”

Congrats | Author Roni McFadden
Congratulations to Willits author
Roni McFadden who recently
won a gold medal at the Readers’
Favorite 2016 International Book
Contest in Miami, in the non-fiction
– general category for her book
“The Longest Trail.” Two weeks
before that award, “The Longest
Trail” won a bronze medal in the
13th annual Will Rogers Medallion
Awards in Fort Worth, Texas.
“’The Longest Trail’ tells the
story of a troubled young girl who
falls under the mentorship of an
old cowboy. She goes to work for
him at his pack station in the High
Sierra Mountains and discovers
her real worth, thanks to the horses
and the ancient Native American
spirits that dwell there.”
Visit www.thebiscuitpress.com
for more information on McFadden
and her books, also including
“Josephine – A Tale of Hope and
Happy Endings.”

Willits Weekly is a locally owned independent newspaper,
founded in 2013, covering the greater Willits area.
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Our fierce and beautiful daughter, sister, niece
and mother passed away last week. Shelley was
born in the Philippines on December 4, 1981, and
moved to Willits in December 1988. She attended
Willits public schools, and earned an academic
presidential scholarship to attend Mills College in
Oakland. Shelley graduated there with a B.A. in
English literature in 2004, and then moved back
to Willits and married Eric Young in 2005.
Shelley was exuberant and gifted with
many talents; she loved art, painting, writing,
gardening, knitting and sewing, music and guitar.
Her intelligence, tenacity and love of learning
are remembered by her teachers and school peers. She excelled in sports, including
volleyball and basketball. She was joyful and could fill a room with laughter. She made
friends and confidants wherever she went. She had an indestructible commitment to her
family and limitless love for her children.
We love Shelley with all our hearts, but we now know that was not enough to shield her
from the world. The reality of Shelley’s death is devastating, and no possible reason can
justify her loss. She had so much to give to the world. We will miss her idealism, her wry
political and social commentary, humor and altruism to everyone she met.
Rest in infinity. We love you dearly.
Shelley was the eldest daughter of Thomas and Alwyn Falkenberg, sister to Carolyn,
half-sister to Robert, Trygve and Erik, and niece to Glenda and Christine. She leaves
behind two children, Hunter August and Isabel Alba. Shelley is also survived by her loving
partner Devin Howard, step-dad Eldon Moilanen, brother-in-Law Pankaj Prasad, nephews
and nieces, and her only surviving grandmother Ineiega Limosnero, and aunts, uncles
and numerous cousins in the Philippines.
A Mass in her honor will be held at St. Anthony’s Church in Willits at 12 pm on Saturday,
December 17, to be followed by a “Celebration of Life” at the Willits Art Center at 2 pm.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks for gifts to her children’s college fund at: www.paypal.
me/shelleyslegacy.
Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-Lucier Mortuary.

Serving areas of Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma Counties

Ca. Lic # 927007
W.C. & G.L. insured
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Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need
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Humboldt County and had not been in contact with any
known family or friends after the collision.”
Searchers from the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office,
Mendocino County Search & Rescue team, California Office
of Emergency Services, California Department of Fish &
Wildlife, Lake County Search & Rescue team, Caltrans,
Little Lake Fire Department and the California Highway
Patrol began scouring the area around the accident site at
7 am last Thursday. Young-Falkenberg’s body was found
about 90 minutes later.
According to the press release: “An autopsy will be
conducted at a later date in connection with the Coroner’s
Investigation into Young-Falkenberg’s death.” No further
information has yet been released.
This report was based on a press release from the
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office.

For advertising inquiries, please call 707-459-2633 or 707-972-7047
or email advertising@willitsweekly.com
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Steven Russell Blough passed away in his hometown, Willits, CA in the
early morning of November 28, 2016, after a 19-year battle with cancer.
He was 69 years old.
A brief military service conducted by the American Legion will be held on
Saturday, December 17th at 11 AM at the American Legion Veteran’s Hall
in Willits. A celebration of Steven’s life is tentatively scheduled for Earth
Day, Saturday, April 22nd to be held at his house in Brooktrails. Details to
follow at a later date.
Steven and then-wife Mary Ellen moved to Willits in 1979 with their two
kids, River and Meadow. They bought land in Spring Creek and built a
house in the redwoods together from reclaimed lumber. Steve moved on
and eventually remarried to Heather in 1984. He and Heather had 2 sons
together, Spencer and Jordan.
During the early 80s, Steven became well-known in the footbag (hacky
sack) circuit as a professional footbag player and he authored the book
“Footbag Dance”.
In the local community, you could catch Steve coaching at one of his kids’
soccer games, in the park kicking footbag, or volunteering at the local
elementary school. If he wasn’t there, he was probably working on one of
his oil paintings, restoring his 1926 Model T, or remodeling a home. Above
all, he was known for being “pops” or “dad” to the Blough kids, and that
was what he was most proud of.
Steven Russell Blough was born on August 24, 1947 to Jack and Florence
Blough in Hastings, NE. His early childhood was spent on numberous
military bases due to his father’s career as a pilot. From 1965-1969, Steve
served in the Navy Seabees and served a tour in Vietnam. After his service,
Steve attended college at California College of Arts and Crafts.
In lieu of flowers, please send donations to: Adventist Health — Phoenix
Hospice at 100 Sanhedrin Circle, Willits, CA 95490; in the check memo line,
please write “Steven Blough Veteran’s Care Fund”. Donations will be used
to help local families of veterans who are unable to afford specialized care
during their loved ones’ final days.
Steve is survived by his children: River Blough and wife, Katie Blough;
Meadow Blough Scott; Spencer and his wife, Misty Blough; Jordan Blough;
and adopted daughter, Destiny Angel; loving Grandchildren, Miley Blough
and Kai, Siena, and Sawyer Scott; siblings Cynthia Rackliff and Robert
Blough, and numerous nieces and nephews. And lastly, his loyal dog
Sweety who was a constant loving companion.
Steve was preceded in death by his parents, and his older brother, Ronald
Blough.

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Pg. 3

Above, from left: Ariel
Herz-O’Brien watches
Nancy Finn of Chasing
Rainbows Dyeworks. Ron
O’Brien performs. Sandy
Greyback of HDL Farms.

Above, from left: Aidyn McFadden sings “Do You Hear What I Hear.”
St. Anthony’s Catholic Church sings “A Voice Cries Out.” Dawn
McClelland sings “Santa Baby.”
At left: LDS Choir sings “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly.” At left, below:
Gloria Ulrich, one of the organizers, sings.

At right: Shoppers
wander the aisles of the
Willits Community Center
checking out the wares.

At left, bottom: Greg and Donna Schindel harmonize.

Below, left: Shoppers
look at the display of art.

Willits
Community
Christmas
Chorale

Photos by Mathew Caine

29th Annual

Below, right: Tess
McGuire, with her colorful
felted wool hats.
At bottom, left: Kathryn
Green of Mariposa Tie
Dye.
At bottom, right: The door
prize ticket box.
Photos by Mathew Caine

gets crowd in holiday spirit at
Sunday evening concert

Merry and Bright
Artisans at the Holiday Crafts Fair offered gifts for all
Bigger and better than ever, the
annual Willits Holiday Crafts Fair
had vendors upstairs at the Willits
Center for the Arts this year, as
well as at the Community Center.
Vendors included old favorites and
new artisans, too.
Those seeking holiday gifts for
family, friends, colleagues – or
themselves! – had a wide choice of
items, in a wide range of prices.
This reporter had several personal missions: Selecting a new set of
hand-quilted potholders from Karen
Gridley, finding a new “favorite” mug
to replace a broken old favorite, and
buying some last-minute year-end
cards from artist Marco Donner. Mission accomplished, with a new “belly
mug” from Earth and Fire Pottery.
Oh yes! and having lunch, too. A
plate of delicious lasagna and salad
with homemade ranch dressing
and a cup of coffee from the Willits
Charter School culinary program hit
the spot.

there for 10 or 12 years,” McFadden said. St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church choir sang “A Voice Cries Out,” “There is a
Longing,” and “Night of Silence/Silent Night.”

Music ranged from the secular to the religious, featuring
hymns and Christmas carols, as well as popular songs
like “Santa Baby,” sung by
Jennifer Poole
soloist Dawn McClelland, and
Editor & Reporter
“Christmas Boogie,” played by
jennifer@willitsweekly.com
pianist Ed Rinehart.

“Room to Bloom was just a crack-up once they got ahold
of the mike,” McFadden said. “They were so little, and
they were so cute. Emandal Chorale brought down the
house. Their performance of that South African hymn ‘Sithe
Haleluya’ really got the audience involved.

Room to Bloom School’s young students sang familiar
Christmas carols “Jingle Bells” and “We Wish You a Merry
Christmas,” and the School of Developing Virtue Girls
Orchestra played the prelude music, including “Heart
Sutra,” “Big Fish” and “Joy to the World.”

Willits Weekly’s Maureen Moore
bought two jars of jam from Hue De
Larouque Farm, a classic raspberry
and an intriguing “medium” spicy
yellow bell pepper with habanero,
and a hand-poured whipped
pumpkin pie candle from Misty
Made & Sew Much More. Also on
the list were a German shepherd
Christmas tree ornament from Jacki
Pealatere, and two chocolate bars –
one with rose and Himalayan crystal Above: Wolfgang Ronnefeldt, holds one
salt – from Heart of Shasta.
of his salves. Below: Jacki Pealatere at
One final note: Visitors to the
Willits Art Center intrigued by
the hand-blown Christmas tree
ornaments by Kale Haschak should
know that Haschak will be in the
January “Glass Tangents” show
at the Willits Center for the Arts,
with his fellow Willits glass artist,
Jonah Ward. Opening reception is
Saturday, January 7.

The 29th annual Willits Community Christmas Chorale
featured 14 different choirs and soloists in a two-hour
program Sunday night at the LDS Church on Margie Drive.

Chorale organizer Roni McFadden was pleased with the
number of performers. “We had five new soloists who’d
never performed at the program before this year,” she said,
including McFadden’s niece Aidyn McFadden, age 11, who
sang “Do You Hear What I Hear?”
“And the Catholic Church joined in again, they hadn’t been

“Clay Romero sang the ‘Christmas Hallelujah,’ McFadden
said, “and when it got to the chorus everybody in the
audience started singing. It was very spontaneous…. First
it was a humming, and then as everybody realized that their
neighbor was singing, by the end everybody was singing
the chorus.”
Other performers included the LDS Choir, Gloria Urich,
Erin Mendosa (who got a standing ovation for “O Holy
Night”), Chanterelle, Judy Folkes Newton (who sang
“Mary, Did You Know?” a cappella), the St. Francis of the
Redwoods Episcopal Church Choir, and Michelle Snider,
who led the community sing-along.

her Picaro Gordo booth.

– Jennifer Poole
Above, from left: Roni McFadden, Chorale organizer, gives the official welcome. Pastor Tommy Brown of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church gives the invocation. Michelle Snider directs the community sing-a-long.
Below, from left: Room to Bloom Preschool, directed by Sheryl McFadden, sings “We Wish You a Merry Christmas.” The audience
participates in the community sing-a-long. The School of Developing Virtue Girls Chinese Orchestra opened the show.

Above, from top: Ceramic artist Bonnie Belt. Michelled Oye of Michelle’s
Art Design. Misty Blough, owner of Misty Made and her display of candles.
Roq Horowitz of Pottery By Roq. Willits High School students Tyler Austin,
Wayne Waters and Kaylan Stone sell candy at the Sober Grad table.

ROGUE ONE — A STAR
TRANSCENDENCE
MOANA
WARS STORY 2D/3D
57 East Commercial Street - Willits

707-459-NOYO (6696)
www.noyotheatre.com

VIDEO GAMES
ON THE
BIG SCREEN
Coming
Soon:
EVERY
FRIDAY 3:00
to 5:30pm
Collateral
Beauty

(PG13) 2 hrs 13 mins
(PG 13) 2 hrs
Thurs 12/15
Preview:
(3D) 7:00pm
(2D) 8:00pm
Fri-Tues:
(3D) 12noon, 3:00, 6:00
& 9:00pm
(2D) 1:30, 4:30 & 7:30pm
Wed/Thurs:
(3D) 3:00 & 9:00pm
(2D) 12noon & 6:00pm

RIO2

CAPT.
AMERICA:
PASSENGERS

SING
(G) 1hr 45mins

(PG 13) 2hr 16mins

(PG) 1 hr 53 mins

(PG) 1 hrs 48 mins

(PG13) 1 hr 56 mins

Fri-Tues:
12:45, 3:15, 5:45
& 8:15pm

Wed/Thurs:
12:15, 2:45, 5:15
& 7:45pm

Wed/Thurs:
12:45, 3:15, 5:45
& 8:15pm

Friday
4/25AGrand
Budapest
and
Monster
CallsHotel Movie
12/16
12/22
MovieTimes
Timesfor
for
4/18thru
- 4/24

IT’S TIME FOR
HOT NOODLE
SOUP!

Winter Soldier

ThisWeek’s
Week’sTightwad
TightwadTuesday
TuesdayTitles
Titlesare
areininRED
RED- - All
All tickets:
tickets: $5
$5
This

Ramen, Udon, Soba and
Rice Noodles, Rice Bowl,
Salad and Omusubi

from
Kimberly’s Jewelry!
We wish your families and friends
love and good health.
Thank you for shopping local.

Gift Certificates make amazing gifts!

The Stranske Family
75-A S. Main Street, Willits 95490
(707) 459-0111
Wed 10-5 ~ Fri & Sat 10-3

Monday
Friday
11 a.m.8 p.m.
35 E. Commercial St.
Willits • (707) 459-2621
(Next to Noyo Theatre)
Visit our online menu: www.ocotime.com
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Thursday, December 15
KLLG Radio DJ Class: Willits Hometown Radio
is offering a class: How to run the studio console
aka “the board.” This class is required for all show
producers. Thursday, December 15, 1 to 3 pm at
the Little Lake Grange studio (room 10), 291 School
Street. Info online: KLLG.org. Or contact Michelle
972-1601.
Willits Farmers Market: Holiday season
market offers Christmas wreaths
from Mujeres Unidas and many
gift opportunities including
hand-knit gloves, scarves
and hats; handmade
jam, John Ford beef
roasts
for
your
holiday
dinner,
farm fresh eggs
and local sausage
for
Christmas
breakfast, artisan
and fair trade
chocolates
and
sweet & savory
baked goods, local
honey, fine balsamic
vinegars,
spices,
soaps, lotions and lip
balms, winter veggies,
the new edition of Willits
Weekly (how about a gift
subscription?), live music and
more. December 15 and 22 are
the last two markets before the winter break.
Special Preview at the Noyo Theatre: “Rogue
One-A Star Wars Story,” Thursday December 15,
3D at 7 pm, 2D at 8 pm. Advance tickets on sale.
“A Christmas Carol”: Last weekend for “the
holiday tale about the greedy, curmudgeonly miser
Ebenezer Scrooge who ends up realizing the worth
of his fellow human beings and gaining the true
joy of living.” Runs through Sunday, December
18. Directed by Dawn Jacobs, with an all-star
cast featuring Rod Grainger, Dave Watts, Randa
Craighead, Christopher Martin, Mike A’Dair, Sylvia
Wartell, Robert Ford, Soren Pinelli, Kathy De Bane,
Amarah Potter, and Spencer Copperfield. Plus,
at the end of each show, the cast conducts an
interactive sing-along with the audience, with Robert
Ford and Greg Schindel on guitars in renditions of
old English carols, including among others, “Silent
Night,” “Deck the Halls” and “Hark, The Herald
Angels Sing.” Thursday at 7 pm for $10, Friday
and Saturday at 8 pm for $15, and Sunday matinee
at 2 pm for $10. Advance tickets are available in
person at Mazahar, 38 South Main Street; online at
brownpapertickets.com; or by phone 24/7 at 1-800838-3006. Tickets will also available at the door
until sold out. The WCT playhouse is located at 37
West Van Lane (behind Shanachie Pub).

What's Happening Around Town
Shanachie Pub: Dennis Crisp and Friends. “This
show will feature many local talented musicians
coming together for a night of original, improvised,
and rare moments in music.” Thursday, December
15, at 8 pm. 50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194

Friday, December 16
Italian Dinner to Benefit
Willits Daily Bread: A special
“Christmas Dinner” to raise
money for Willits Daily
Bread. “So we can continue
to feed the hungry in our
community.” Kemmy’s Pies
for dessert. Asking for
donations of $10 (at least)
per meal. Reserve seating
at 5 and 6:30 pm; or pick
up a dinner to go. Friday,
December 16. St. Francis
Episcopal Church Fellowship
Hall, 66 East Commercial
Street. Call Cindy Savage for
reservations or to order pickup.
459-2579
Willits Weekly’s Cookie Party: Willits
Weekly invites the community to our 4th
annual Christmas Cookie Party. Cooking tasting &
voting. Cookie swap & merriment. Devon Jones and
Nancy New sing songs of the season. G i f t
certificates for subscriptions!
Come celebrate with
us! Bakers welcome:
You can download
the baker’s entry
form at www.
w i l l i t s w e e k l y.
c o m / W W Cookie-Entry.
docx or check
out our event
page on Facebook.
Friday, December
16 from 5 to 7 pm
at Ardella’s Downtown
Diner, 77 South Main Street.
Questions? Email: maureengetsmail@gmail.com;
or call 972-7047.
Holiday Lights in Willits: Winter Wonderland:
“Come and enjoy a magical holiday light display
at the Commonwealth Garden (directly across
from the new hospital). Warm up with a cup of
cocoa or apple cider as you stroll the orchard
pathways and enjoy festive holiday snacks by

Howard Hospital’s Roots Restaurant. As you walk
through the enchanted winter wonderland, you
will encounter light sculptures created by Frank R.
Howard Memorial Hospital, Howard Foundation,
Willits Area Cyclists,
Brookside
School,
Room to Bloom and
more!”
December
16 to 18, 5 to 8 pm.
Suggested donations
$5 for adults (*adults
free with unwrapped
toy for the Willits Kids
Christmas Program);
all
children
free.
Proceeds benefit Willits
Center for the Arts and
the
Commonwealth
Garden.
Howard
Hospital, 1 Marcela
Drive. More info: 4592777
“Cabin Pressure”: A
Willits Charter School
Production at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School
Street. “‘Cabin Pressure’ follows the day-to-day
working life of MJN Air, and its crew of four: Carolyn
Knapp-Shappey, owner and stewardess; Douglas
Richardson, an experienced pilot, fired from his
last job for stealing; Captain Martin Crieff, the chief
pilot who loves flying planes but isn’t very good at
it; and Arthur Shappey, Carolyn’s overexcited and
idiotic son who works as a steward.” Produced
by Matt Browning. Directed by Jessica Cronin.
Cast: Douglas: Dylan Foley; Martin: Farrow
Lockwood; Carolyn: Destiny Anderson;
Arthur: Lilah Crane;
Herc: Chloe Breen;
Second Martin, Zoe
Jordan.
December
16-17; Fridays and
Saturdays 7 pm,
Sundays, 2 pm. Tickets,
$10 adult, $5 student, are
available at Willits Charter
School, 1431 South Main
Street, 459-5506.
Youth Poetry Night: Open mic
poetry reading: “Speak Your
Mind.” All ages welcome; free
admission. Hosted by Tristen
Cockrall. Friday December 16, at
7 pm. Brickhouse Coffee, corner
of Main Street and Commercial
Street.

‘Home for the Holidays’
Adoption Special:
At the Ukiah Animal Shelter on December 15, December
16 and December 17, spayed and neutered cats and kittens
can go home with all adoption fees waived. Spayed and
neutered dogs also have a reduced adoption fee of $50, plus
a $25 dog license fee if adopter lives in Mendocino County.
Usual adoption requirements will apply. Cat adopters are
encouraged to bring a cat carrier. The Ukiah Shelter, 298
Plant Road, Ukiah. Info: 467-6453.

New Year’s Eve
at Shanachie Pub

It’s happening again, the annual New Year’s Eve party
at Shanachie Pub, Saturday, December 31. Two bands will
be playing: Schindig, and Pick & Pull. “Schindig is a band
of homegrown Mendocino country boys playing a unique,
eclectic blend of folk, rock, country, blues, with a jolt of world
music. Pick and Pull has become local favorites at the pub
with their “boot stompin’, heel clickin’ and toe tappin’ music!”
Pick & Pull’s members include: Fred on the upright bass
fiddle; Keith on guitar, mandolin, banjo and vocals; Scotty on
harmonica, washboard, guitar and vocals. This is “Old Time
High Octane Acoustic Hillbilly Dance Music!” Check out their
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pickpullmusic. New
Year’s Eve festivities include a complimentary champagne
toast at midnight, and party favors.

Gift Wrappers Wanted
at Santa’s HQ!

The Willits Community Kids Christmas Program is now
headquartered at the old Rexall building, 90 South Main
Street. Hours of operation will be roughly 12 noon to 6 pm
through Friday, December 16. After that the hours will be
extended to roughly 9 pm. We will gladly accept folks who
wish to volunteer for gift-wrapping duty!
We currently have nearly 440 children signed up for the
program. If you wish to volunteer, please call Kim “Sugar B”
Venturi at 707-972-8782 to schedule a time. Talk with your
friends, family, co-workers, or club members, and make a
group appointment – the more the merrier! Let’s make it a
party, and get this great cause moving forward. Thank you in
advance!
– Rich Venturi, for the Willits Wild Bunch

New Year’s Eve Bingo
A “Happy New Year Bingo and Dinner Party” is the New
Year’s Eve celebration at Harrah Senior Center. There’s a
$20 Buy-In for Bingo cards and a buffet style meal featuring
turkey, ham, roast beef and all the trimmings. The evening
ends with the Times Square Ball Drop at 9 pm. Doors open
at 4:30 pm, and dinner starts at 5 pm. Saturday, December
31 at Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. For more
information contact Lucy Stanley: 459-6826.

Pg.6

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

“A Christmas Carol”: 8 pm at Willits Community
Theatre. See December 15 listing for more details.
Shanachie Pub: Dirk Lancaster, an “unconventional
one man band.” Visit www.soundcloud.com/
dirklancaster. Friday, December 16, 9
pm. 50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Saturday, December 17
Holiday Lights in Willits: Winter
Wonderland: 5 to 8 pm
at the Commonwealth
Garden. See December
16 listing for more details.
“Cabin Pressure”: A
Willits Charter School
Production at the Little
Lake Grange. See
December 16 for more
details.
“A Christmas Carol”:
8 pm at Willits Community Theatre. See
December 15 listing for more details.
Shanachie Pub: Free Peoples, the duo version:
acoustic music, folk, bluegrass and hints of
old- timey and American traditionals. Saturday,
December 17. 9 pm. No cover. 50 South Main
Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Sunday, December 18
Fire Department Blood Drive: The Little Lake
Fire Protection District hosts its annual blood
drive, Sunday, December 18 from 12 to 4 pm. The
Blood Centers of the Pacific Donor Coach will be
parked at the firehouse, 74
East Commercial Street.
To schedule a blood donor
appointment, visit www.
bloodheroes.com.
Click
“Locate a Blood Drive” and
enter sponsor code “Willits.”
Appointments advised. Info:
1-888-393-4483.
“A
Christmas
Carol”:
Closing matinee! 2 pm at
Willits Community Theater.
See December 15 listing for
more details.
Holiday Lights in Willits:
Winter Wonderland: 5 to 8 pm
at Commonwealth Garden.
See December 16 listing for
more details.

Monday, December 19
Willits Dances of Universal Peace: “Come join us
as we hold hands in Sacred Unity, as transmitted
to us through the world’s mystery schools. At this
darkest time of the year, we invoke the Light of
Creation in chanting together the Lord’s prayer in
its original language of Aramaic. In translation, we
discover the cosmic, enlightened, powerful and
deeper message of the spirit of the Christ.” Monday,
December 19. 7 pm to 9 pm. Room 4 of the Grange,
291 School Street. 4599085.

Tuesday,
December 20
Tightwad Tuesdays at
the Noyo Theatre: All
2D movies that are in
their second week are $5
on Tuesdays at the Noyo
Theatre for all ages, all
showings. This week’s Tightwad movies: “Moana.”
For showtimes: www.noyotheatre.com. 57 East
Commercial Street. 459-6696

Wednesday, December 21
Winter Solstice Spiral Dance: A benefit for the
Grange. “We welcome the Sun’s return with our
traditional storytelling, drumming, dancing and
songs, followed by the Spiral Dance! The spark of
Yule turns our hearts to gratitude in the cold and
dark. Let us celebrate our interconnectedness
and relationship to all Beings, the cycles and
seasons.” Attendees are invited to wear a mask
or costume of a favorite wild animal, plant, ancient
character or person from another country.
Wednesday, December 21 at 6 pm. $5
to $10. Children welcome and free.
Little Lake Grange, 291 School
Street.

Willits Weekly (how about a gift subscription?), live
music and more. December 15 and 22 are the last
two markets before the winter break.
A Benefit for Standing Rock: Fundraiser to help
the protesters in North Dakota. Music by Richard
Jeske and Friends, Verne Morninglight and Chris
Cichacki. Poetry will be shared by W. J. Ray,
Linda Noel, Dan Roberts and Mary Norbert Korte.
Thursday, December
22 at Brickhouse
Coffee. Doors open
at 6:30 pm. $10
suggested donation.
No one turned away
for lack of funds. Info:
Chris Cichacki, 4591099.

Saturday,
December 24
First Day of Hanukah:
“Shalom!” The holiday
called the Jewish
“Festival of Lights”
will begin at sunset on
Saturday, December
24, 4:56 pm.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at St. John
Lutheran Church: “Come and join us in celebrating
the birth of Christ!” This traditional service with local
musicians will take place on Saturday, December
24, 7 pm. 24 Mill Creek Drive, 459-2988. For more
information, contact Tami Rempel, 459-8654.

Sunday, December 25
Merry Christmas!

Magical
Christmas
Train

COLUMN | At the Movies

‘The Girl
on the Train’
The Story: It’s a whodunit movie. There’s a
missing girl. There’s very sad Rachel (Emily
Blunt), an alcoholic given to blackouts and
unpleasant drunken furies. There’s Megan
(Haley Bennett) who works as a nanny for Anna
(Rebecca Ferguson) with her new baby, and
then there’s the baby’s father Tom, who used
to be married to Rachel.
But still, there’s the
Daniel Essman
missing girl and Rachel
Columnist
cannot remember, nor
account for her actions
on the night that girl disappeared. The police
are involved. No spoilers from me; but, in brief,
this flick has jealousy, violent confrontations,
lurid sexual encounters; it’s toxic human misery.
And fascinating for all that.
My Thoughts: Suspenseful mysteries are
rarely made so well as this one. A complex story
with sordid, tangled relationships and Rachel’s
drunken poetic despair, spoken aloud in a sad
monologue, while she gazes out the window
of the commuter train she rides every morning
and evening. The three principal actresses are
beautifully and neurotically intense. I loved it.
Parents: Sex, violence, emotional
cruelty. Not for children, but that
should be obvious.

The Skunk Train’s “Magical Christmas
Train” chugs out of the Willits Depot, 299
East Commercial Street. Trains run every
day out of Willits through December 23. “A
90-minute train ride through a storybook
wonderland, cookies, hot chocolate in a
souvenir mug, and a personal visit with
Santa Claus himself. Come dressed in your
Christmas morning pajamas, if you’d like,
and join us in carols and reindeer games!”
Call 707-964-6371 for more departure
info or reservations, or visit www.skunktrain.
com/christmas.html for departure schedules
and info and to buy tickets: $44 for ages 13
and up; $34 for ages 2 -12; free for children
under 2; $10 for dogs. Although some trains
out of Willits are sold out, at press time,
tickets still available for these trips out of
Willits 12-15 (3:30 pm), 12-16 (10:30 am),
12-17 (6 pm); 12/18 (3:30 and 6 pm); 12/19
(1, 3:30 and 6 pm); 12/20 (1, 3:30 and 6
pm); 12/21 (1, 3:30 and 6 pm); 12/22 (10:30
am, 1, 3:30 and 6 pm); and 12/23 (10:30
am, 1, 3:30 and 6 pm).
New Year’s Eve with

SambaDá and Pura Vida

Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.
Senior Center Lunch.

Dance in the New Year with SambaDá and Pura Vida! A
benefit for the Grange School of Adaptive Agriculture and our
local KLLG, low-power, FM radio. “Based in the rich musical
traditions of Brazil, SambaDá also references salsa and cumbia,
and blends them playfully with funk and reggae beats – a unique
musical sound with a universal appeal. Pura Vida Orquesta, a
mainstay in the Portland, Oregon Latin music scene, is an 8 to
10 piece Latin band that plays Salsa, Timba, Cumbia, Cha Cha
Cha, Latin Jazz, Merengue, Bachata, and Latin Funk. Saturday,
December 31. Doors open at 6. Music starts at 7. Dinner and
drinks available for purchase. Tickets available locally at J.D.
Redhouse and online at www.eventbrite.com

Senior Center
Lunch

Entrees for the Week of December
19 through December 23
Monday: Chicken Cacciatore
Tuesday: Garlic Butter Hamburger
Wednesday: Spinach Lasagna
Thursday: Swiss Steak on Noodles
Friday: Ham/Cherry Sauce

New Year’s Eve at Brooktrails Lodge

Harrah Senior Center serves lunch
five days per week from 11:45 am to
“The Gift of Art: 1 pm. 55 and older: $5.50 per meal;
55: $7 per meal. Includes soup,
Small Works Show” under
entree, vegetable, bread, dessert, and
The December show at the drink. 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459Willits Center for the Arts, 71 East 6826.
Commercial Street, runs December Note: Harrah Senior Center will be
through 24. The show features closed for the holidays on Monday,
works of art priced to sell for holiday December 26 and again on Monday,
gifts!
January 2.

“Ode to a Gangster,” a Gibson House Mystery Theatre Dinner
and Dance, at the Brooktrails Lodge, 24675 Birch Street. “Enjoy
the Big Band Jazz music of Sharon Garner, the Dorian May Trio,
Francis Yanek & Eric Zissa on horns. Saturday, December 31,
6:30 to 12:30. “Dress in your best ‘20s attire!” 21+ (full bar).
Tickets, $90, available in advance at the Lodge, include dinner,
with a choice of entrees: Prime Rib, Shrimp & Crab Stuffed
Ravioli, Lemon Chicken, or vegetarian option, plus champagne
toast, desserts/coffee and prizes. Overnight accommodations
available. Info: 459-1596.
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Willits Winter Farmers Market: at the Little Lake
Grange, 291 School Street. 3 to 5:30 pm Thursday
afternoons. Two more markets before the Christmas
break: December 15 and December 22. Veggies,
local meats and local grains, dinner, baked goods,
gift items, chocolates, crafts, live music, the new
edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7
to 10 pm at the Saint Francis in the
Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 East
Commercial Street. Every 2nd and 4th
Friday. Free. Everyone is welcome.
Info: 459-4932.
“The Women’s Book Club”: The
November exhibit at the Willits Center
for the Arts features “lush renderings of
the female form and complex origami
forms fashioned from books,” created
by artists Dianna Hinkle and Laura
Wiecek. WCA, at 71 Commercial
Street, is open Wednesday through
Sunday, 11 am to 6 pm. Info: 459-1726.
KLLG Radio Action Group: meets
Mondays at 5:30 pm at Little Lake
Grange, 291 School Street, Room 10.
Learn about and participate in building
Willits Hometown Radio. Volunteers needed. More
information is available at www.KLLG.org or by
calling Lanny Cotler at 367-1812.
Tuesday Night Potluck Bingo: Potluck dinner and
bingo every Tuesday at the Harrah Senior Center,
1501 Baechtel Road.” Be sure to bring a dish to
share!” 5 to 7 pm; $5 buy-in; 50 cents per card. Info:
459-6826.
Free Seeds for your Winter Garden: “Check out”
flower, vegetable, and herb seeds to plant in your
garden. After the plants are done, save the seeds
, label them and return them to Will Minor at Willits
Public Library. Heirloom seeds only. No GMO and
no hybrids! Questions? Call Will at 459-5908, e-mail
him at minerw@co.mendocino.ca.us, or see him at
the library desk.
Al-Anon Meeting: Thursday nights from 5:30 to
6:30 pm, at the Baechtel Creek Village Community
Room (behind Rite-Aid at the Evergreen Shopping
Center. Saturdays at 10 am at St. Francis Episcopal
Church Fellowship Hall, 66 East Commercial Street.
“Al-Anon Family groups are a fellowship of relatives
and friends of alcoholics who share their experience
strength and hope to solve their common problems.
We believe that alcoholism is a family illness and that
changed attitudes can aid recovery.”

Thursday,
December 22
Willits Farmers Market:
Holiday season market offers Christmas wreaths
from Mujeres Unidas and many gift opportunities
including hand-knit gloves, scarves and hats;
handmade jam, John Ford beef roasts for your
holiday dinner, farm fresh eggs and local sausage
for Christmas breakfast, artisan and fair trade
chocolates and sweet & savory baked goods, local
honey, fine balsamic vinegars, spices, soaps, lotions
and lip balms, winter veggies, the new edition of

Ongoing Events
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Morning Tranquility Meditation: every weekday
8 to 8:30 am at the Inner Resource Institute, 1500
Hearst Road. Open to all, this simple, blissful silent
meditation is suitable for beginning (instruction
included) or experienced meditators. Info: 357 4676.
Drop-in Knitting Circle: Due to popular demand,
the Willits Library is holding the drop-in knitting circle
every Saturday of the month, from 3 to 4:30 pm at the
Willits Branch Library, 390 East Commercial Street.
“Bring your projects to share and show off! We will
have expert knitters on board who can solve any
problems and teach everyone to knit! Bring your own
projects – we’ll supply the coffee! Sign-ups are not
necessary – everyone is welcome to drop in.”
Library Coloring Club: Want a little color in your
life? Then by all means, come to the library! The
Willits Library, 390 East Commercial Street, is
hosting a Library Coloring Club, every Tuesday at
6:30 pm for ages 14 and up. “We’ve got the crayons
and the paper – you bring the imagination.”
Soroptimists International of Willits: Women’s
service club aimed at the betterment of girls and
women. Meets second and third Tuesdays of
every month, noon to 1 pm, at Old Mission Pizza,
1708 South Main Street, in the back room. Women
interested in community service are welcome; new
members are encouraged to join at any time.
Life Changes: Discussion and support group with
Linda Posner, Wednesdays from 10 to 11 am. Harrah
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Volleyball Open Gym: at Baechtel Grove gym;
Sundays and Tuesdays at 7 pm. Some experience
desired, but not required. $5 per night; first night free.
Info: Jeff at 354-1850.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from
Smoking” class sponsored by the Frank R. Howard
Memorial Hospital. Every Wednesday at the HMH
Conference Room, 1 Madrone Street, 6 to 7 pm.
RSVP to Jennifer Barrett at 707-540-4208. Walk-ins
are always welcome.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at
Body Works Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen
gym: Monday to Friday from 2:30 to 5:30 pm;
Boxing: Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:30
pm; Karate: Kids aged 5 to 10 from 6 to 7 pm,
Tweens, Teens and Adults at 7 pm. All SAL programs
free to the public. Info: www.facebook.com/
MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague or
Mike Tobin: 354-0565.
Shanachie Pub: Jazz Night every second and
fourth Thursday. 8 pm. No cover. “Local musicians
… take jazz standards and infuse them with funk, hip
hop, world, and free form jamming. The outcome is
unexplainable.” Open Mic Night every Wednesday. 8
pm. Sign-ups start at 7:30 pm; pre-signup list starts
at 3 pm when the Pub opens. “An eclectic array of
local musicians and even performers from around
the world!” 50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.
Karaoke Night at Al’s Redwood Room: Every
Wednesday night, starting at 9 pm. 207 South Main
Street. Info: 459-2444.
Laytonville Summer Farmers Market: Mondays,
November through May, from 2:30 to 4:30 pm at
Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville.
Local fresh fruits and vegetables, artisan goat
cheeses, ranch meats, eggs, handcrafted clothing,
live music and much more.
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WHS Wrestlers Win

Above, left: The Willits High School Wolverine wrestlers pose
for a group photo after winning the McKinleyville Invitational
tournament on December 10.
Above: Wrestler Justin Verdot, left, placed first at 195 pounds,
and Carson Miler, aka “Smalls,” won first at 106 pounds.

Wolverines win last weekend’s McKinleyville Invitational
The Willits High School wrestling team took the “overall”
win at the McKinleyville Invitational tournament in Humboldt
County last weekend.
Justin Verdot placed first at 195 pounds at the December
10 tournament, and Carson Miler, aka “Smalls,” also took
home a first-place win in his division at 106 pounds.
Tyler Vesey, 138 pounds, Mitchell Hollingsworth, 220
pounds, Renee Torres, 145 pounds, and Adrian Brito, 126

We Have See’s Candy!

S
AH

Third-place finishes went to Colton Horger, 285 pounds,
Triston Martin, 160 pounds, Jacob Arms, 170 pounds, and
Bryon Bolton 195 pounds.
Wolverine Beau Roberts took fourth place, 160 pounds,
and there were three fifth-place Wolverine finishes: Craig
Stewart, 220 pounds, Justin Hawkins, 182 pounds, and
Dominic Bertolino, 132 pounds.

Congratulations to the team, and also to head coach
Brian Bowles. Catch the Wolverine wrestlers at two home
meets next year, the CMC (Coastal Mountain Conference)
Duals Meet at Willits High School on Wednesday, January
18 and again on Wednesday, January 25.
Thanks to Mike Horger and Kristen Vesey
for this update and photos.

BUD GARMAN
C O N S T R U C T I O N

S E R V I C E S ,
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Infant Care

Infant #233008719

Women out to Shop
“I got a great discount on it!” said Cynthia
Lamon, about the new plaid flannel duster
from MonkeyWrench she was wearing
at the North County Women in Business
lunch at the Mendocino County Museum
Saturday. These words were heard often
during the lunch, where participants in the
“Holiday Shopping Extravaganza” – aka
“Discover Willits” – gathered after their hard
morning’s work of checking out the great
local businesses in town.
Tara Moratti and Kitty Norris braved the

downpour Saturday morning together. “We
had a wonderful time,” Norris said. “I had
a great stroll through town, exchanging
love and hugs with everybody. It was
perfect.” Norris and others, including Willits
City Councilwoman Saprina Rodriguez,
described a busy morning in town, with
waits to check out and even waits to try on
clothes.
Claudia Wenning applauded Patricia
Baumann and Jenny Senter of North
County Women in Business for organizing

the event. “I’d like to see this event happen
every year,” Wenning said. “It would be a
beautiful tradition.”
North County Women in Business
Network meets on the first Wednesday
of the month from 8:15 to 9:30 am at the
Willits Center for the Arts. Free to members
of the Willits Chamber of Commerce; $5 for
non-member drop-ins. Visit “North County
Women in Business Network” page on
Facebook for more information.
– Jennifer Poole

Below, from left: North
County Women in
Business chairperson
Patricia Baumann
models one of the
raffle items, a scarf
donated by Celtic
Heritage Destinations.
Cynthia Lamon had a
great time shopping
at many stores.
Cynthia Lamon and
Jill Carey didn’t let
a little rain interrupt
their shopping at the
Discover Willits event.
Attendees enjoyed
the wonderful lunch
catered by Elevensies.

I N C

Lic# 679517

ENIOR C

TE
EN

707-459-5859

R

1501 BAECHTEL RD.
WILLITS
459-6826

HA RR

Assorted Chocolates...........$19.30
Nuts & Chews.......................$19.30
Milk Chocolates...................$19.30
Dark Chocolates..................$19.30
Peanut Brittle........................$19.00
Assorted Lollypops.............$18.50
Mini Holly Assortment........$7.00
Trufﬂes..................................$21.80

pounds, all earned second-place finishes.

Above, from left:
North County
Women in
Business member
Saprina Rodriguez
shares some of
her purchases at
Cat’s Meow. Tara
Moratti shows
off some of her
purchases. North
County Women in
Business members
April Tweddell and
Kitty Norris flank
Willits Chamber of
Commerce board
president Lisa
Epstein.

Group Activities
Spanish

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
— SINCE 1974 —

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS

GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

Guess what’s
in your

neighborhood?

A new community pharmacy offered by the same hospital you know and trust.

Today, you’ve got a lot more to feel better
about. Now there’s a community pharmacy
offered by the same hospital you know
and trust. So you know you’ll get
the same personalized attention
and excellent care.

Call 456.3005
to transfer your
prescriptions

Howard
Pharmacy
Is Now Open
Refills | Mail Delivery
Home Delivery | OTC

3 MARCELA DRIVE, SUITE B IN WILLITS | 707.456.3005
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The Cult of Ours

New Willits band does improvisational jazzy groove jam

At top, from left: Tom
Girdauskas on bass. The
Cult of Ours, from left, Tom
Girdauskas, Donnie “Lama,”
Jesse Bessoni and Kyle
Madrigal. Harmonica player
Donnie “Lama.”
Above: Kyle Madrigal plays
the synthesizer to open the
show. At right: Drummer
extraordinaire, Jesse
Bessoni.
Below: Tom Girdauskas, left,
on bass, Jesse Bessoni on
drums, and Kyle Madrigal on
guitar.
Photos by Mathew Caine

The latest new and exciting band to come out of Willits,
The Cult of Ours, isn’t so much a band as it is a core group
of incredibly accomplished musicians, as unique for what
they don’t do, as for what and how they perform. For one,
they don’t do song titles. They don’t even do songs, per se.
They don’t do lead singers. They don’t do band leaders. And
they certainly never do the same show twice.
What they do is play some of the grooviest, jammiest,
jazziest, intoxicating music you’re likely to hear in all of
Northern California.
“We call it live groove
Damian Sebouhian
jam,” said Tom Girdauskas
Reporter
damian@willitsweekly.com
before taking the stage at the
Shanachie Pub on December
2. Girdauskas plays bass and is one of the founders
of The Cult of Ours. “It’s improvisational by nature and
unpredictable. We have some grooves that we like to go to
that you might call a song, but some of them will go on for 10
minutes. The whole point is to move the audience, literally.
Get their bodies moving. Get them dancing.”
Girdauskas, who picked up the bass 20 years ago, said
he only got serious with playing the instrument over the past
three years, “to the point that I wanted to make it a part of
my life where I play music regularly, as many days a week
as I can, with other people.”
One of those people happened to be drummer
extraordinaire, Jesse Bessoni of Mad Cow Jazz Quintet.
“[Bessoni] and I put this together because we really liked
the way we play together,” Girdauskas explained. “Kyle
[Madrigal, of the Dirt Flood Band] got attracted to that.
The three of us have been going as The Cult of Ours for
about nine months. We’ve played several parties, and we
opened the Crawfish Boil [in Laytonville] this last season in
September.”
Girdauskas described Madrigal as “a master musician.

He plays guitar and various synthesizers. He’s just a savant.
This kid can play any instrument, it doesn’t matter. Set him
down in front of any instrument, and he’ll figure something
out and make you feel it.”
The group added two more musicians to the core:
harmonica player Donnie “Lama” and Page Fender on horn.
The band took the stage after a DJ synthesizer display by
Madrigal opened the show.
Five minutes into a funky groove, and suddenly the room
was filled with admirers and dancers. The room would
only get more crowded as the night continued and more
musicians, including two rappers, joined in the fun.
Girdauskas explained the relationship that The Cult of
Ours strives to nurture between musician and audience.
“Everything that we do, it’s really whatever that moment
is, how the audience responds and feeds the music, how the
music feeds them, and that loop we get going; the groove
builds and everyone gets fed by it.”
Those moments can be during performances at places
like Shanachie Pub, or during the private parties they
play. They’re an adaptive bunch, playing for whatever the
occasion calls for.
“We’re really good for ambient groove music,” said
Girdauskas. “That’s why we get hired for private parties,
because you don’t have to stand there and pay attention to
us; we don’t have a dynamic front singer. You can watch the
band if you want, or you can have a good conversation at
the same time. The music is good for all of it. It’s good for a
party. That’s what we try to bring.”
If you haven’t witnessed the tour de force of funky groove
music that is The Cult of Ours, come to the Shanachie Pub
on Saturday, January 14.
To book the band for parties or events, call Tom Girdauskas
at 354-3123. You can follow The Cult of Ours on Facebook.

Don’t
let the
boo-boo’s
spoil
your fun.
We’re Here For You…
Holidays are fun. Getting a flu, tummy ache or
broken bones, not so much.
We’re here when things don’t go according to plan.
It’s the expert care you need, when you need it.
That’s why we have Same Day Appointments
available. Our friendly and caring providers will take
care of you so you can get back to the fun times
as soon as possible.
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Now Accepting New Patients

Same Day Appointments
Available

Call 707.459.6115
Se Habla Español
Located in front of the new hospital
3 Marcela Drive, Suite C in Willits
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pieces of equipment,” Bowen said. “It
ranges through the entire facility, [and
includes] software updates for our
scanners so we will be using half of
the radiation to get the same quality
of film.
“We’ve been able to update our
coils in our MRI scanners so we
have better resolution. The new
mammogram screen is now 3-D,
which is state of the art, and we’ll now
be able to keep those studies in town.
“We have the best microbiology
department in Northern California,”
Bowen continued. “The only place
that can compete is Stanford. We can
use spectrophotometry to identify
organisms within several hours. That
should translate into shorter hospital
stays because our antibiotics can be
directed more specifically.
“We’re putting monitors in so we
can actually download vital signs
directly into the medical record rather
than having people writing on pieces
of paper and typing them into the
computer,” Bowen noted. “We’re
going to have a new pulmonary
function lab; there are only 250 like
it in the whole United States, so we
can do fantastic pulmonary function
studies.”
All in all, 55 new pieces of
healthcare-enhancing
equipment
were purchased by the hospital.
“Even though we’re a small
community, we have an incredible
facility with incredible equipment,”
said Kevin Erich, new interim CEO
of Howard Hospital. “That’s thanks to
the foundation, thanks to you as the
city council and the excellent work
you’ve done, and to Pepsi for what
they were able to do.”
“This is the culmination of a journey
that started around 22 years ago,”
said Mayor Bruce Burton during his
introduction of the presentation. “It
was then we had learned that Remco
was going to be shutting down. We
were concerned about losing 200plus jobs in the community, some of
the best-paying jobs.”
Burton explained how he and
others, interested in keeping the
facility in use, sought the advice of
“hot-shot attorneys in San Francisco.”
Although the facility was eventually
auctioned off in the mid-1990s,
Burton’s efforts “gave us a conduit to
a legal team that said that they could
force the cleanup of the property as
opposed to it being left to the regular
devices of the Regional Water Quality
Control Board, and the normal
enforcement.”
The city sued, and “an ensuing
settlement was made with the
owners [PepsiCo], that as part of
their obligations in the cleanup, they
had to eventually fund two accounts,”
Burton recounted. “One of them
was $2 million for natural resources
damage and the other was $2 million
for medical monitoring. The city had
made a commitment to take the
money we negotiated with Pepsi,
and donate [it] to building the new
hospital.”
Because Adventist Health stepped
in to fund the remaining $20 million
necessary to complete the hospital
project, the $4 million pledged by the
City of Willits was kept in the bank.
“In the last year, the foundation
came up with the idea that they
would buy the equipment and donate
it to the hospital,” Burton said. “That
ended up being a game-changer,
and an acceptable means to being
a conduit to bringing that money
in for the health and welfare of the
community.”
According to Erich, Howard
Hospital employs roughly 330 people,
245 of which are full-time workers.
“When you translate that into
dollars, it’s a sizable amount that
comes back into this community that
helps support Willits,” Erich said.
“I think it’s so incredibly amazing to
have something like this in our town
here.”
The $4 million was dispersed to
the following hospital departments
(numbers are rounded): Emergency:
$75,000; Imaging: $1.4 million;
Laboratory: $978,000; Surgery –
ICU: $650,000; Patient Experience:
$180,000;
Physical
Therapy:
$70,000; Energy Efficiency: $15,000;
Respiratory Therapy: $91,000; and
Surgery: $522,000.
To find out more about Frank R.
Howard Memorial Hospital, go to:
www.adventisthealth.org/howardmemorial. The Howard Foundation’s
website is: www.howardfoundation.
org.
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fully understand what all the
terminology is and where the
revenue sources are.”
Strong was elected for
her second four-year term in
November, and for Rodriguez,
this will be her first. Despite
being new to the city council,
Rodriguez has leadership
experience as a Willits Unified
School Board of Trustees
member from 2011 to 2015.
“One of the very first
things I did when I found out
I won, was to meet with City
Manager Adrienne Moore,”
Rodriguez said. “I know
what my own strengths and
weaknesses are, and so I
asked her for information.
For example, I know the
water and waste systems
aren’t something I’m fully
informed on. [Moore] set up a
tour for me to go out to each
department within the City of
Willits. I’m very much looking
forward to the challenges of
being a councilwoman.”
Strong, who identified
herself as a staunch
environmental advocate, said
the most important lesson
she learned from her first four
years on the council is that
“you’re one vote out of five,
so it takes three votes to get
something done. Sometimes
you have to be patient or give
up on things.”
Strong hopes the new
council will create majority
votes for more environmental
initiatives.
“Among
other
ideas:
banning
Styrofoam
containers, protecting heritage
trees, possibly looking at beekilling herbicides,” Strong
said. “I don’t know if there will
be a majority on the council
for that. But it’s something I
want to look into.”
Rodriguez said there
wasn’t any particular project
she was set on pursuing as a
councilwoman.
“I’ve been asked about
my pet projects,” Rodriguez
said. “I wouldn’t say that
I necessarily have a pet
project. Anything that I believe
will help create a positive
outcome for the city of Willits
will be my project. There’s
nothing wrong with taking on
multiple projects; I have a lot
of energy and enthusiasm.
Bring it on.”

Economic effects of the
101 bypass
Both Strong and Rodriguez
acknowledged the need
for a multi-tiered approach
to attracting both visitors
and businesses to Willits,
particularly in increasing the
use of technology and online
resources.
“We do have a lot to offer,”
Strong said. “I think we can
do a better job between the
chamber of commerce and
the city in making more use
of online resources and
really improve the amount
of publicity we get as a
community.”
“I do more than half of my
Christmas shopping here
in town,” Rodriguez said “I
was very impressed with the
deals and the variety our
local merchants have. I’m a
presence on Facebook, and I
was impressed that they were
using social media and other
sources to get information
out.”
Rodriguez recently opened
up a Facebook account called
“Saprina Rodriguez, Willits
City Council woman elect.”
Rodriguez said she plans on
posting not only her views on
certain topics, but information
about what occurs in council
meetings.
“You might want information
on a meeting that you couldn’t
go to,” said Rodriguez. “I
feel we need to use social
media and technology more
to get that information out to
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people.”
“The bypass is a done
deal, and we all knew it was
going to affect traffic,” Strong
said. “We’re going to have to
do the best we can to attract
visitors off the highway and
to encourage local citizens
to buy local and keep our
businesses as healthy as we
can.”
Strong
praised
the
diligence of both Moore and
city staff at dealing with the
many changes that have
taken place in Willits over the
last four years.
“[Moore] has done such
a good job in steering us as
a city manager and being
able to make the best of our
budget,” Strong said. “I’ve
been very pleased with having
her as the city manager. The
staff is doing a fabulous job;
they’re often under a lot of
stress because we can’t hire
as many people as we’d like
to, so everybody has to pull
hard.”

Commercial cannabis
Rodriguez said she opposes
cannabis cultivation within city
limits, while acknowledging
the importance for patients
to have access to medical
cannabis.
“The challenge for me is that
anything I approve [regarding
cannabis ordinances] stays
medical-based,” Rodriguez
said. “I’m not in favor of
supporting
recreational
marijuana as an industry here
in Willits.
“I know that’s not very
popular,” she admitted.
Despite her opposition
to cultivation, she voiced
her support for medicinal
dispensaries.
“We have three pharmacies
in town,” Rodriguez said. “To
say that I would say no to a
medical dispensary would be
an injustice, simply because
you can go to the pharmacy
and pick up drugs that can be
equally or more powerful than
cannabis.”
Strong believes the new
council will be favorable to
cannabis businesses.
“I think we have a fairly
good majority for opening
the doors for marijuana
businesses in Willits,” Strong
said. “It all comes down to the
particulars. There are a lot of
nuances in what we come up
with for ordinances. It’s not
going to be black or white,
but I think there is a majority
towards moving [towards
being] a little more permissive
in allowing some commercial
uses for medicinal marijuana.”
“Willits has to address
[cannabis]; it can’t be ignored,”
Rodriguez said. “But it needs
to be a very thoughtfully
researched conversation. I
need to be highly convinced
that this is a good thing for
Willits.”

Conclusions
“It’s very important to me to
be as educated as possible
before I take the oath of
office,” Rodriguez said about
preparing herself for the office.
“For the first several months it
will be about outreach and
research. It’s the council’s job
to have a greater vision for
all of Willits and to think big
picture and small picture. How
can we attract businesses
here? How do we define
ourselves as a community?”
Strong said she looks
forward to working with the
new-look city council.
“I was impressed with both
Rodriguez and Gonzalez at
the public forum,” Strong said.
“They both care about the city,
and they’re smart. They will
apply themselves, and we’ll
have some differences on
some issues, but I think it will
be a team of people that will
do our very best to make the
city as healthy as it can be.”
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television providers to generate,
broadcast and provide public access,
educational and governmental
programming, known as “PEG.”
However, according to a
January 8 article in the Ukiah
Daily Journal, “Mendocino Access
Television shutting down,” by
Justine Frederiksen, former MATV
Executive Director Erica Cooperrider
concluded soon after she was hired
that the $60,000 from the county was
insufficient to keep the station afloat.
She estimated her budget ought to
be about $100,000 annually, and,
according to the article, came to the
conclusion that “trying to make up
about $50,000 of the budget was just
not possible,” and the station would
be closing down.
Mendocino County found another
provider to broadcast its board
meetings and certain other meetings,
such as the county’s Planning
Commission and LAFCO (the Local
Agency Formation Commission). The
City of Ukiah took over broadcasting
meetings of its city council.
However, MATV was not willing
to go gently into that good night. A
new board of directors was formed,
determined to keep the station alive
and functioning.
A December 4 letter from current
MATV President and Executive
Director Emmanuel Mallo, addressed
to the board of supervisors, frames
the struggle for survival from the
station’s perspective.
“In our last board meeting
we decided Mendocino Access
Television will improve and expand
its quality of services to the
community, as a major community
television provider in the community,”
Mallo wrote. “We realized MATV
survived six years of a turbulent
inception stage. Five of those years
were experimental, supported with
PEG funds and donations from
members. Meanwhile, this year,
MATV has successfully delivered
programs in the absence of PEG
funding. Volunteers and donors
kept our doors open, kept programs
live on television, and we improved
on viewership. That is testimony
that MATV, the voice of the people,
is finally here to stay, and needs
support.”
The station seeks back payment of
the 2016 PEG funding and advance
payment of PEG funding for 2017.
Mallo also requested “an immediate
allocation of the sum of $12,000 for a
new cablecast server to replace the
main one, which is down.”
In asking a few preliminary
questions of Mallo, who was in the
board room on December 6, Second
District Supervisor McCowen asked
how many members the station has
currently. Mallo told him MATV has
43 members.
“There’s not a lot of financial
support for this model,” McCowen
said. “Forty-three members, I think,
would be the high-water mark for the
last several years.”
The rest of

Chase

In
Frederiksen’s
article,
former MATV Executive Director
Cooperrider is quoted as saying:
“There were never more than 20 or
30 subscribers at the most.”
A November 10 letter from
the MATV board of directors to
Mendocino County CEO Carmel
Angelo announced the station would
not be offering new programming
on its channels after November 15,
and would be operating for “limited
hours only. There will be a message
running on all channels explaining
that we are waiting for the county and
the City of Ukiah to decide if they will
honor their commitment to the public
by providing access TV or not.”
Contacted by Willits Weekly,
county Assistant CEO Alan Flora
detailed examples from the county’s
experience with MATV, during the
five years it was providing service to
the county.
According to Flora, MATV
presented the county with “repeated
malfunctions, repeated requests
to use county equipment or
purchase additional equipment
[even though MATV had equipment
purchased from franchise fees];
limited if any communication on
meeting preparation or recording
coordination; repeated requests for
funding for third-party expertise or
other representatives [even though
the county was contracting with
MATV to provide the service]; poor
support from MATV made having offsite [i.e., non-Ukiah] board meetings
a challenge; and reliability issues for
live broadcasts.”
Flora’s list continues: “MATV’s
process for putting recordings online
for public viewing involved mailing
a DVD to Oregon for upload to the
web. The process was cumbersome
and involved lengthy delays.
“Even after the county provided
significant advance notice of
changes to the meeting schedule or
off-site meetings, MATV techs and
staff frequently arrived unprepared
for the set-up, requiring the county to
provide additional support. MATV’s
staff was unavailable for meetings,
with no arranged backup support.
MATV staff would often leave or be
unavailable even during meetings.
MATV would experience lapses in
insurance coverage.
“We thought we were getting poor
service,” Flora said.
An additional layer of complexity
is added to the problem because the
world of media and communication
is changing so quickly now that, to
some extent, technological progress
may have obsolesced bulky
cameras, television studios and even
television stations.
As he was providing background
to this agenda item on December
6, Flora told supervisors: “This is
really all I need now to record that
information and to put it up on the
internet.” Flora was holding up his
iPhone.
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stop signs and driving in opposing the Honda “was stolen, but denied
lanes of traffic to get away,” according he was the one who had stolen it,”
to a Clearlake Police Department according to the press release.
press release.
Spaggiari was booked into Lake
The chase reached speeds “in County Jail on two felony counts of
excess of 55 mph on Lakeshore assault with a deadly weapon upon
Drive, which has a posted speed limit a peace officer, a felony count of
of 30 mph,” the press release said.
evading, a felony count of evading by
During the chase, the Honda driving the wrong way against traffic,
clipped a slower vehicle it was trying a felony count of vehicle theft, and
to pass. The vehicle’s driver was not a felony count of resisting an officer
hurt.
with violence.
After crashing into an embankment
Spaggiari, a Ukiah fast-food reson 40th Avenue at Boyles Avenue taurant worker, had been arrested
while trying to make a turn, Spaggiari November 21 by Ukiah police on
allegedly rammed Lenz’ patrol car suspicion of vehicle theft, but was re“several times,” then
leased from Mendocino
almost struck a second
County Jail after postpatrol car joining the
ing $15,000 bail.
chase head-on.
On August 9, Willits
After crashing into
Police Department offia parked vehicle near
cers arrested Spaggiari
Irving Avenue, Lenz
on suspicion of posrammed the pickup
sessing a stolen vehicle
truck with his patrol car
after they spotted him
when Spaggiari aimed
driving a golf cart in the
the Honda at a third
500 block of East Compolice car.
Diego Alexander Spaggiari mercial Street.
After Spaggiari was
While seated in the backseat of
arrested, officers discovered the
the
patrol vehicle, Spaggiari slipped
Honda had been reported stolen
his
handcuffs and attempted to
from Willits about four hours before
escape,
the WPD says, but was
the Lake County chase began.
quickly
recaptured.
During questioning Spaggiari
reportedly told officers he fled from This report was based on press
Lenz because he was “out on bail for releases from the Clearlake and
two cases.” He added he believed Willits Police Departments.
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Locally made

Above, from left: Valerie Trimmer at her market
table of hand-knitted goods. Robert Goleman of
Bolliver’s holds a tray of his fine chocolates.

Liam UiCearbhaill with the Grange Grains’ selection
of fair-trade chocolate. Jessica May of Arabella Soap
Company, with soaps, lotions and body butters.

Willits Farmers Market offers gifts and crafts by county artisans
The Willits Farmers Market, at the Little Lake Grange for
the winter, offers a lovely selection of gifts for the holidays,
with two more Thursday markets before Christmas:
December 15 and December
Jennifer Poole
22.
Editor & Reporter
jennifer@willitsweekly.com

A beautiful little jar of handcrafted jam by Amanda Fairall
is great as a stocking stuffer or part of a holiday basket.
These award-winning jams, made in small batches, offer
a taste of summer during the winter. Just a few of the
fruit flavors available: Chocolate Covered Strawberry,
Blackberry, Fresh from the Garden Boysenberry, Mixed

Berry Medley, and Everything But the Kitchen Sink Jam.
Mujeres Unidas of Willits are offering their handmade
holiday wreaths – corona navideñas in Spanish, or
“Christmas crowns” – at the farmers market. The wreaths
are decorated with big colorful bows in red, gold, silver or
blue, just a touch of glitter, and Christmas ornaments like
balls, drums, or little wrapped presents. Big conifer swags
with bows are available, too, as are colorful hand-painted
scarves and crocheted ponchos and shawls.
Artisan chocolates by Robert Goleman of Bolliver’s
Fine Foods are available in gift boxes or by the piece.

At right:
Mujeres Unidas
and daughters.
Front row, from
left, Alondra,
Alison and
Dulce. Back
row, from
left: Hermina,
Belen,
Claudia and
Esperanza.

Valerie Trimmer’s hand-knitted goods – including
scarves, hats and her specialty, fingerless gloves in rich
shades – are perfect as a winter holiday gift. Her colorful
cotton dish clothes are another easy stocking stocker or
addition to a holiday basket. Another chocolate option for
a good girl or boy is a bar or two of Equal Exchange Fair
Trade & Organic Chocolate, available in multiple flavors
from Liam UiCearbhaill at the Grange Grains table. Bitesized wrapped bars are available, too.
Jessica May of Arabella Soap Company will also be
at the farmers market the next couple of weeks, offering
her delightfully scented soaps, lotions, lip balms, body
butters, candles and more. Everything is handmade in
small batches, with mostly organic ingredients. Shouldn’t
every Christmas stocking have a tube of lip balm in flavors
like Chocolate Mint, Green Tea Lip Balm, Hibiscus Orange,
Lemon Calendula, or Vanilla Cocoa Butter?

Far right:
Amanda Fairall
with son
Connor and
homemade
jams.

The Willits Farmers Market, at the Little Lake Grange,
291 School Street, is open Thursday afternoons from 3 to
5:30 pm. Catch the market on December 15 and 22 before
the winter break.

Photos by
Jennifer Poole

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

EXCLUSIONS APPLY, SALE LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND
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Chocolate varieties include Three Bite Caramels, “trisectioned bonbons of dark and rich vanilla cream butter
caramel in dark chocolate”; Mangoneros, “dark chocolate
cups with two fillings: dark chocolate, habañero and aged
rum, as well as white chocolate, fresh mango and lime”;
and Tangerine Dreams, “white chocolate cups, filled with
a tangerine and peach white balsamic buttercream, made
with fresh peaches and tangerines.”

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

212 South Main Street 459-1214

These brands and more!

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Petite Selena
Selena is 1 year old, petite, and full of feline
curiosity. This beautiful young cat was found
as a stray and has been at the shelter with us
since September. She’s now been spayed,
microchipped, vaccinated, and is waiting
to go home with her forever family! Selena
loves people and other cats, and could live
with a cat-friendly dog.
Come out today and give Selena a home
for the holidays! Humane Society for Inland
Mendocino County, where you can come
visit, play with and/or adopt dogs and cats, is
open to prospective adopters from 1 to 5 pm,
Wednesday through Friday, and from 11 am
to 3 pm, on Saturday and Sunday. Info: 707485-0123 or visit www.mendohumanesociety.
com.

Furry Friends Hoping for a Home
Fetch, Spot!
This handsome guy is a true sweetheart, in search of an active, loving home. Spot is a
3-year-old neutered male mixed-breed dog, who currently weighs 67 pounds and loves
to play fetch with tennis balls. He is an active, energetic dog who needs daily exercise.
Spot is a pup who would be best served in a home with only older children and/or adults.
Aside from his need for some continued training, Spot is a great dog who will be a loyal
and loving companion! $73 of Spot’s adoption fee is sponsored!
The Ukiah Animal Shelter
is located at 298 Plant Road
in Ukiah, and adoption hours
are Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday from 10 am to
4:30 pm and Wednesday from
10 am to 6:30 pm. To view
photos and bios of more of the
wonderful adoptable animals at
the shelter, please check out
www.mendoanimalshelter.com.
More info about adoptions:
467-6453.

Limited to stock on hand
Sale valid 12-15-16

Limited to stock on hand
Sale valid 12-16-16

Limited to stock on hand
Sale valid 12-18-16

Limited to stock on hand
Sale valid 12-19-16

212 South Main Street Downtown Willits

707-459-1214

Willits Weekly’s
Cookie Party
5 to 7 pm on Friday, December 16

Limited to stock on hand
Sale valid 12-21-16

It’s time for Willits Weekly’s annual Cookie Party!
We invite the community to come to Ardella’s
Downtown Diner on Friday, December 16 from 5
to 7 pm to taste cookies, swap recipes, listen to
Christmas carols sung by Nancy New and Devon
Jones, and celebrate the holiday with us! IF YOU’D
LIKE TO ENTER THE COOKIE CONTEST: Send
an email to willitsweekly@gmail.com or call 972-7047.
You can also download the baker’s entry form here:
www.willitsweekly.com/WW-Cookie-Entry.docx. Enter as a
business, or as an individual! We hope to see you there!

Limited to stock on hand
Sale valid 12-17-16

Limited to stock on hand
Sale valid 12-20-16

Crossword
Puzzle &
Sudoku
How To
Sudoku:

Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a Sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

Above, from left: Christmas cheer as seen through the window at the Willits Center for the Arts. Sulin Bell’s scarves
are a stunning complement to the colors of the paintings on display.

CLUES ACROSS

BAKE
BARS
BATTER
BEATING
BLEND
BOWL
BROWNIES
BUNDT
BUTTER
CAKE
CHOCOLATE
COOKIES

COOLING
CREAMING
CROISSANTS
CUPCAKES
DOUGH
FROSTING
GARNISH
GREASE
INGREDIENTS
JELLYROLL
LEAVENING
MUFFINS

NUTS
PAN
PASTRY
PIES
PROOF
SHEET
SHORTENING
SUGAR
VANILLA
WHIP
WHISK
YIELD

1. Way to fish
4. Not us
8. ‘M*A*S*H’ actor Alda
10. A store of valuable
things
11. Bring on
12. Gave birth to horse
13. British poet Hunt
15. Swine-like
16. Asteroid 1532 __
17. Devout
18. A boost
21. Licensed for
Wall Street
22. Tooth caregiver
23. Political action
committee
24. Make a soft
murmuring sound
25. Porky is one
26. Taoism
27. 1950s sex symbol
34. Imprisonment
35. Small freshwater
ducks

36. Happening later than
it should have
37. Unit of measurement
38. Coen Bros’ ‘The
Dude’ does this
39. The destroyer
(Hindu)
40. Kids take these
to school
41. Flow or leak through
42. East Greenwich
High School
43. Midway between
south and southeast

CLUES DOWN
1. Many-colored flower
2. Strangers
3. One who is outcast
4. Transmitters
5. Theory of
interconnection
6. Happening
7. Native of ancient
Asian kingdom
9. Black (Span.)

Art for Christmas

10. Destructive storm
12. Condemn
beforehand
14. Baseball players
do this
15. Exclamation that
denotes disgust
17. When you expect to
get there
19. Dreams up
20. Peacock network
23. Robbers
24. Beverage container
25. Celebrations
26. A way to
change color
27. Bullheaded
28. Type of visual display
29. Easily purchased
type of medication
30. City along the
western Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. Martinis have these
33. Run away
34. Remove errors from
36. Slugger Ruth

WCA’s December show offers ‘Small Works’
for unique holiday gifts

Are you having trouble finding that perfect
holiday gift? Consider giving the gift of art this
year! You will find a wealth of choices at the Willits
Center of the Arts “Small Works” art show, which
runs through December 24. Saturday’s opening
reception highlighted the “small art,” perfect for giftgiving, of over 28 artists. Paintings, photography,
jewelry, scarves, pillows, hand-blown glass
ornaments, icon-style art, cards, and more make
for a cornucopia of gift ideas. This month only, the
WCA show is unique in that, if you find something
you want, you can purchase it and take it with you
that day.
Jenny Senter
The opening reception for
Features Writer
the “Small Works” show was
on the same night as the
first day of the Willits Center for the Arts Holiday
Craft Fair. Holly Madrigal, WCA manager, said the
reception was well-attended and the artwork sold
briskly. She said the artists will add new pieces to
the show, as their art sells. She encourages people
to stop by often to see the new additions to the
show.
Kale Haschak’s stunning hand-blown Christmas
ornaments proved to be a popular gift idea. The
colors and 3-D designs had art patrons poring
over the basket filled with the glass ornaments.
Jen Bixler, who collects a special ornament every
year for her tree, shared the problem many had –
deciding on which ornament to take home.

Willits Weekly
Gift Certificates

The vibrant colors of rust and corrosion proved
to be a fascinating subject for photographer Ree
Slocum, as showcased in her photo collage.
She explained she was in Tacoma, Washington,
photographing the dismantling of Chris Baldo’s
Lidgerwood log skidder. The skidder was built in
the late 1920s and has been in the elements for

make great gifts for friends and family
near and far

Be Well

Give the gift of being in the know and up on the news about Willits this
holiday season, with a gift subscription to Willits Weekly.
Take your choice of a six-month or one-year subscription which can be
delivered in the mail anywhere around the U.S. or delivered to the homes or
businesses of those within our greater Willits delivery area.
One-year mail subscriptions are $75; one year of home delivery is $50. Sixmonth mail subscriptions are $40; six months of home delivery is $30.
Don’t forget, there’s also “I <3 Willits Weekly” T-shirts to accompany your
gift subscription or to be given separately! Black cotton with white lettering,
available in medium through 2XL. Shirts are $20 each.
Pick up a presentation envelope and glossy gift certificate at the Winter Willits
Farmers Market from 3 to 5:30 pm at the Little Lake Grange on Thursday,
December 15 or Thursday, December 22.
You can also stop by Willits Weekly’s Cookie Party and holiday celebration on Friday,
December 15 from 5 to 7 pm at Ardella’s Downtown Diner to pick up a Willits Weekly gift
certificate. Or, feel free to call to arrange a pick-up, 707-972-7047.

some time, creating a wealth of rust and corrosion.
“It was a three-day photo shoot for me!” Slocum
said. “When the guys took breaks from their work,
I used my iPhone to photograph the amazing
rust, caked grease, rivets and bolts on the steel
parts. I liked the photos the way they were, but
art instructor Kathleen Kirkpatrick recommended
‘iPhoneography,’ a book that explains how to use
different apps to manipulate smart phone photos.”
Slocum said once she found the apps, she spent
days playing with the images. The affect is stunning.
Willits resident and self-taught artist, Vanessa
Kirshman, talked about her paintings in the show.
She creates her art with acrylics, watercolors, and
Sharpie markers, because, she said, while she
loves creating art, she “doesn’t like cleaning up the
mess other mediums require.”
Artists offering “small works” in the show include
Ree Slocum, Bonnie Belt, Morgan Rex, Peggy
Hebrard, Sandy Strong, Linda MacDonald, Steve
Eberhard, Kale Haschak, Ursula Schlichting,
Lynne Whiting Robertson, Laura Corbin, Theresa
Roberts, Michael Coons, June Ruckman, Betty
Hansen, Bob Wilkinson, Diane Putman, Margaret
Pirouette, David Weitzman, Elizabeth Raybee,
Robert Yelland, Laura Wiecek, Jerry Albright,
Nancy Reed, Leslie Rich, Donna Stropes, Jeanne
Koelle, Sue Ellen Parkinson, Chris Forest, and
Vanessa Kirshman. (I’ve probably missed a few, so
please accept my apologies, if so.)
The “Small Works” show runs through Christmas
Eve, December 24, at 71 East Commercial Street.
Hours are 11 am to 5 pm, Wednesday through
Sunday.
Note: The Willits Center for the Arts will be closed
from December 25, 2016 through January 7, 2017.

AT left, from top: Kale Haschak’s beautiful hand-blown Christmas ornaments. Emily Rose Smith is bringing up her daughter, Eva Pinon, to be a dedicated patron of the arts. April Tweddell with friends
from Ukiah, Jessica James and Ed Keller. Below, from left: Linda MacDonald’s “Reconstructed Deconstruction.” Vanessa Kirshman’s “My Mind is a Mess” was created with a variety of mediums, including
Sharpie markers (Photo by Holly Madrigal). Art lover Cypress Ross was enthusiastic about the beautiful “Small Works” on display.
Photos by Jenny Senter

THIS HOLIDAY SE A SON

24 Hour 7 Days a Week

Emergency Service • Call Anytime

Tom Wake - Plumbing
Serving in Mendocino and Lake Counties

Full Service Residential, Commercial

•Faucets & Tubs •Garbage Disposals
•Toilets
•Pipe Repairs
•Gas Lines
•Fixture Replacement
45 Hazel Street, Willits

(707) 456-9600

MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.
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Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

littlelakehealthcenter.org

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

For Fast Service Call

707-391-4343

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

24/7
Lic: #884811

Willits Weekly
Holiday
Willits Weekly is soon
taking our annual holiday
break! Our last edition of
2016 will be the Christmas,
December 22 edition, and
our first edition of the new
year will be Thursday,
January 12.
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®

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY
Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent
Lic. #0C67822

CAR WASH
& COMPLETE DETAIL SERVICE

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490

Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298

www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business
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Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Willits, Ca
yokumsbodyshop.com

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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At left: Santa and Abby have a chat. Far left: Photographer
Maureen Moore and Bliss Seiferd of the Mendocino County
Care-A-Van snap a quick selfie after the Friday event.
Above, from left: Some of the Willits Junior Horsemen
members who helped at the Sunday event including, from
left: Elena, Danielle, Callie, Lisa and Catie. Some of the
Willits 4-H members who helped at the Saturday event,
including, from left, back row: Emma, Brady, Lisa, Catie,
Elena Danielle and Collin. A smiling Bayleigh, Santa and
Jessica. Orion gets comforted by big brother Roman.
Santa and Doodah the dog. Kassidy didn’t find Santa as
amusing as sister Mariah. Far right: Santa and a holiday
festive Tinley.

Santa Photo
Success
Weekend fundraiser
earns $725 for three
local organizations

Santa saw around 375 groups
of kids, families, friends and
animals on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday at J.D. Redhouse
during the fifth annual event
that was photographed by local
photographer Maureen Moore.
Each day, a different group
received half of the monies taken
in that day as part of the 50/50
fundraiser. Friday benefitted

the Mendocino County Care-AVan crew, who received $165;
Saturday benefitted the Willits
4-H, who received $255; and
Sunday benefitted the Willits Junior
Horsemen, who received $305.
A big thanks to everyone who
participated! If you haven’t already,
feel free to check out all the images
online at: http://photographress.
zenfolio.com/pixwithsanta.

Below, from left: Santa had a lapful
with Rachel, Trigger, Matthew and
Gus. The J.D. Redhouse family, who
lets the fundraiser happen in their
store every year, including Aybrie,
Ashtan, Kaleb and Jake, pose with
Santa. A pony even appeared this
year. River and Alaska came to all
three days to make extra sure Santa
knows their lists. Santa and Grady
had a hat swap. The Tobin family,
Michelle, Coltin, Callen, Connor and
Ricco, smile with Santa.

WIN

CASH AND
FREE PLAY!
12PM – MIDNIGHT

N e w y ear ' s
e v e pa rty
RING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH

CLUB NOUVEAU AND DJ EIGHTY 8
ALL-INCLUSIVE EVENT | SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31
DOORS: 9PM | TICKETS JUST $40
TICKET PURCHASE INCLUDES:
2 drinks per person, appetizers, and party favors
TICKETS ON SALE NOW! Buy online at CoyoteValleyCasino.com

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL • TICKETS ARE ONLY $35 UNTIL DECEMBER 15

HOWL YEAH!

CoyoteValleyCasino.com | 707.485.0700
Like us on Facebook | Facebook.com/CoyoteValleyTribe | Facebook.com/CoyoteValleyCasino
Must be 21 and a member of the Coyote Club. Coyote Club membership is FREE. Must have valid photo ID or have a valid photo ID scanned into the Coyote
Club tracking system when claiming promotional prizes. Must be present to win. Must be actively playing with your Coyote Club card in a machine to be
eligible for hot seats and earned entries. Entries may be earned at mini casino. All promotions valid at Coyote Valley Casino only. Please see Coyote Club
Representatives for complete rules and details. Management reserves all rights. Gambling Problem? Call 1.800.426.2537. ©2016 Coyote Valley Casino.

WE HAVE YOUR HOLIDAY FAVORITES
ON SALE!
BEERS
Racer Five
12 Packs

$16.99

Reg. $18.89

Old Rasputin
4 Packs

$8.39

Reg. $8.99

Deschutes Brewery Black
Butte Porter & Red Chair
6 Packs

$8.89

Anderson Valley
Winter Solstice
6 Packs

$8.99

Reg. $9.99

Mendocino
Brewing Co.
Eye of the Hawk
“Imperial Ale”

$8.99

Reg. $9.79

LOCAL MENDOCINO WINE
Josh Cellars
Cabernet

$13.59 Reg. $14.59

COME SHOP WITH US AT
500 S. MAIN STREET
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Reg. $9.99

LOCAL SPARKLING WINE
Scharffenberger
Brut

$17.89 Reg. $19.29
STORE HOURS
M-F 8-7 • SAT 9-6 • SUN 9-5

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

4th Annual

Willits Weekly
Cookie Party
this Friday at Ardella’s Diner

The community is invited once again to come celebrate the
season with cookies, carols and Willits Weekly!
The fourth annual Willits Weekly Cookie Party will be held
on Friday, December 16 from 5 to 7 pm at Ardella’s Downtown
Diner, 77 South Main Street.
Bakers will bring entries of sweet treats to try their hand
at winning the coveted People’s Choice and Judge’s Choice
awards – and the delightfully tacky trophies which accompany
those bragging rights.
Three capable tasters have already been secured to
offer their assessments of the goods: veteran winner turned
judge for one more year, Tam Adams of Emandal; Misty
Gonzales of Willits Power and Hardware; and Jessica Logan
Koehler, cookie aficionado, stylist and previous wrangler
and sequesterer of judges next door at Headquarters Salon
where the judge’s judging is held.
We need people to come and vote for the People’s Choice,
however, and that’s where the community comes in!
The event is free and open to the public, and all are
encouraged to come in and sample the treats. Vote by
number on a slip of paper – the winners will be announced
later that night.
A cookie swap area is also set for those who want to bring
treats to share, and Willits Weekly will have T-shirts and gift
certificates for sale, with the current Willits Weekly editions
to give out, too.
Veteran musical ambiance providers Nancy New and
Devon Jones will be back, singing carols and songs of the
season live during the event.
Anyone wishing to enter the contest as a baker is welcome;
there is no cost to enter. It’s suggested to bring 5 to 6 dozen
bite-sized pieces for sampling. Cookies are displayed on the
booths and tables of the restaurant, so entrants need not
worry about bringing tables, but can bring decorations, signs
or other bits and pieces to spruce up their displays.
An entry form is available online at www.willitsweekly.com/
WW-Cookie-Entry.docx or can be requested by emailing
willitsweekly@gmail.com.
Any questions or for more information: 707-972-7047.
See you there!
At top, from left: Devon Jones and Nancy New sing at a previous
cookie party. Misty Gonzales and Rosanna Franceschini sample
cookies. The People’s Choice voting area. Judges had a hard
choice at the 2015 contest. At right, from top: Aunt Polly’s
Munchins, the winner of Judge’s Choice last year. At right, center:
Rachel Belvin stands with 2015 winners Lisa von Schlegell, left,
and Kathryn Sterngold, right. At right: Jo’s Lemon Snowflake
Cookies, the winner of People’s Choice last year. Far right: Plates
of cookies displayed on the Ardella’s booth.

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Willits Weekly Cookie Contest
2015 Judge’s Choice Winner, baked by Lisa von Schlegell

Aunt Polly’s Munchins

1 cup butter (2 sticks), softened

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

1 cup light brown sugar (white in
original recipe)

Mix all together.

1 cup white flour

Roll into 1 inch or so balls, then
flatten slightly with thumb.

1 cup whole wheat pastry flour
(was all white in original recipe;
can also use some brown rice
flour, substituting maybe 1/4 cup)

Optional: You can put jam into
the thumbprint (I use plum or
maybe lingonberry) or a small
chunk of bittersweet chocolate.

1 cup ground almonds (grind
in food processor until clumps
together slightly)

Bake 12 to 15 minutes, until
lightly browned.
Transfer cookies carefully to
rack to cool.

Willits Weekly Cookie Contest
2015 People’s Choice Winner, baked by Kathryn Sterngold

Jo’s Lemon Snowflake Cookies
Makes about 2 dozen

Add this to wet mixture, and mix
together just until dough is formed.
Scrape sides and mix again.
Refrigerate for 30 minutes.

1 tablespoon lemon zest
1 cup granulated sugar
1/2 cup butter, soft

Meanwhile, preheat oven to
350 degrees, and line cookie
sheets with parchment paper.
Roll heaping teaspoons of dough
into balls, and cover in powdered
sugar (be sure to cover thickly).

1 egg
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
1/2 teaspoon lemon extract
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon baking soda
1/4 teaspoon baking powder
1 1/2 cup flour
1/4 cup powdered sugar
Process zest and granulated
sugar in food processor for 30
seconds, until zest is fine. Cream
this with butter until light and fluffy.
Mix in egg, vanilla, lemon extract
and lemon juice, scrape sides, and
mix again.
In another bowl, stir together
salt, baking soda, baking powder
and flour just until mixed.

Willits Weekly | December 15, 2016

Place balls 2 inches apart on
cookie sheets and bake for 9 to 11
minutes or until tops have cracked
and bottoms are just slightly
golden.
Let cookies cool for 3 minutes
and move to rack to cool
thoroughly.
Last year these cookies won
the Press Democrat’s cookie
contest in Santa Rosa. Winning
the popular vote at Willits Weekly’s
cookie contest last year, too, Jo’s
Lemon Snowflakes are for sure a
winner all the way around.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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CLASSIFIEDS

Marc Komer

Legal Document Assistant

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,
Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

Affordable Tutoring

English, Math, Test Prep,
Homework Support, Study
Skills. Maddie Armstrong
… 707 841-3106. Call to
arrange free consultation
and grade availability.

www.mendolegaldocs.com

459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits

I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

Willits Christmas
Kids Program
in full swing
Donations, wrapping and more
at old Rexall building

Photos by
Maureen Moore

At top, from left: Norma Staley wraps gifts at the old Rexall building, which is serving again as headquarters for the Willits Christmas
Kids Program. Tim Westby helps bring donated toys into the headquarters to get sorted, distributed and wrapped before delivery on
Christmas Eve. Jerry Harris gets the last of the items out of the truck and into the building.
Members of the Willits Wild Bunch and Christmas program helpers receive $1,000 worth of toys from Willits Frontier Days, including
from left, back row: Kat Harris, Marcy Barry, Danielle Barry, Samantha Arms, Tim Westby, Rita Calderon, Jerry Harris, Briana Lopez,
and Gloria Westby. Front row: Norma Staley, Margaret McGill, and Santa Calderon.

Just passing the 10-days-to-go mark, elves and Willits
Wild Bunch members are hard at work filling the Christmas
wishes of children around the community.
Distribution to nearly 440
Maureen Moore
kids
from 200 families will start
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com
at 10 am on Christmas Eve,
and helpers from the Willits
Rotary Club, the Little Lake Fire Department, the Brooktrails
Fire Department and the Willits Wild Bunch themselves will
help deliver the gifts to those in need this holiday.
Before they can get delivered, gifts and tags need to get
returned to the old Rexall building or to any of the drop-off
locations – including J.D. Redhouse and Main Street Music
– to be sorted, wrapped and allocated.
“We’re going to be removing the tag trees from the
businesses on Friday evening,” explained Kim Venturi,
member of the Willits Wild Bunch and one of the head
organizers for this year’s Willits Christmas Kids Program.
“We will have to go shop for everything that’s left on the tags

Below, from left: Santa Calderon checks the bag allocated for one child to ensure all is wrapped and ready. Jerry Harris assembles a
tricycle before wrapping. The old Rexall building gets a festive makeover during the Christmas program.

Read the rest of

Gifts

Over on Page B7

The rest of

Gifts

From Page B6

that haven’t already been fulfilled by
the community.”
Venturi urges anyone to get any or
all items filled on tags while they can,
or if someone is unable to fill their
tags, to please return them to the
Rexall building.
“Even if there’s only one or
two items filled, that’s great, too,”
explained Venturi. “Anything helps,
and it all adds up to helping us shop
for less at the end.”
Many individuals, groups and
businesses have donated already,
however, and a recent truckload
came in from Marcy Barry of Willits
Frontier Days.
“We’re donating $1,000 worth
of toys to the program this year,”
explained Barry. “This money
came from the Willits Frontier Days
bartenders’ tip jars, and each year,
we are happy to make this donation
from our tips.”
Barry did some local shopping
with the $1,000 and purchased hats,
scarves, clothes, toys, books, art
supplies, stuffed animals and more,
and spread the items out over a
range of ages.
This is the first year that veteran
program organizers, Sandy and
Jerry Turner, have handed over the
reins to another group.
“I can’t believe the amount of
work this program takes, and how
dedicated Sandy and her family were
to helping it happen over the years,”
said Venturi. “She still pops in and
checks on things, but is happy to get
to spend the holidays with her family
for sure!”
A banner declaring “Happy
Retirement Sandy and Jerry – you
are always welcome” hangs in the
front room at the Rexall building,
ensuring that if the Turners need to
pop back in and do some wrapping,
they know the door is always open.
If you are interested in helping
during the last few days, contact
Venturi at 972-8727 or stop by 90
South Main Street “when you see the
lights on!” and get set with a wrapping
station or other helpful task.

The rest of

Report

Algebra, Geometry
Tutoring, Test Prep
Mac Smith 459-MATH
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Energy
AB 1923 allows owners of
5-megawatt biomass plants to sell
energy back to privately owned
energy companies. Previously, the
ceiling on this kind of energy buy-back
arrangement was 3 megawatts.

Schools
AB 2615 levels the playing field
for education grants for after-school
programs, making it possible for small,
rural districts to compete with other
districts of the same size. Wood said
prior to passage of the measure, small
rural districts were at a disadvantage,
because frequently they would have to
compete for funding with some of the
largest and richest districts in the state.

Marijuana
AB 2516 directed the California
Department of Food and Agriculture
to develop cannabis regulations for
small “cottage industry”-type cannabis
grows.
Assembly Bill 21 reset the deadline for
local jurisdictions to adopt regulations
for the cultivation of medical cannabis.

Health Care
Assembly Bill 1863 allows licensed
marriage and family therapists to be
paid at Medi-Cal rates in federally
qualified health centers. Prior to
passage of the law, while psychiatrists
and licensed clinical social workers
could be paid at Medi-Cal rates by
rural and community health centers,
marriage and family therapists could
not. This created a disincentive for rural
healthcare centers to hire MFTs, when
in many instances MFTs would be able
to provide important and needed skills
at those clinics.
According to an information sheet
provided to Willits Weekly by Wood’s
staff: “Adding MFTs to the list of the
prospective payment system billable
providers will solve existing gaps in
workforce capacity by providing clinics
with an adequate source of funding
for their employment, which will also
help meet the demand for mental
health services, particularly in rural
communities.”

Wood also touted the provisions of
AB 72, which he termed the “Surprise
Medi-Cal Billing” act. This law prohibits
physicians who are not part of a plan,
but who provide necessary medical
services to a patient who is covered
under a plan, from billing at rates that
are “greatly in excess of rates provided
for in the plan.”
According to Wood, AB 72 “limits
doctors from charging more than 125
percent of what Medicare pays.
“People should not be penalized by
physicians who are not part of their
regular network, when they have no
idea that that person is going to bill for
services,” Wood said.
AB 72 also requires the California
Department of Managed Health Care
to create a dispute resolution process.

Trump concerns
Wood acknowledged the election of
Donald Trump to the presidency is a
cause for concern for California. Early
in his presentation to supervisors he
said: “The results of the recent election
will cause us to think about how we can
protect the gains we’ve made in recent
years and how we can work with the
administration, when we can.”
Wood said his main focus over the
next two years would be protecting
federally funded healthcare programs
like Medicaid, Medi-Cal and the
Affordable Care Act.
Wood said “early numbers” being
circulated in Sacramento about the
financial impact of Trump’s presumed
policies to the state’s health care
programs is $20 billion.
“There is concern about that,” Wood
said. “The goal being, to keep as many
people as possible in the system.”
Both board Chairman Dan Gjerde
and Second District Supervisor John
McCowen praised Wood, saying he
had gotten a lot done over the past two
years.
Wood was reelected to another twoyear term in the California Assembly in
November. In Mendocino County, he
garnered 73.64 percent of the vote.

Beef Halves

Stock your freezer for
winter,
beef
halves
available! $4/pound cut,
wrapped and frozen. 350400 lbs. John Ford Ranch.
Natural ranch-raised grass
fed beef, no hormones or
antibiotics. Call now 4595193.

Building for Rent

Great location! Available
January 15, 2017. Central
Willits.
Restaurant
/
business. 42 South Main,
Willits. Rent $1,850 and
first/last, and references,
of course. Building plus
back dining courtyard. Call
808-268-5194.

Computer Help

Need help with your
computer? I will come to
your home or business. PC
and Macintosh. Repairs
and configuration $40/
hr. Tutoring $20/hr. Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
macamergin@yahoo.com.

Duplex for Rent

Deluxe 2 bedroom, 2
bath duplex in Brooktrails.
All appliances. Laundry
room, central heat & air,
garage. Incredibly nice. No
smoking, no pets. $900/
month plus $1,800 deposit.
Call 984-6479.

For Rent

Professional office suites
for
rent.
$400-$600
downtown Willits on Main
Street. 707-799-3380.

For Rent

Professional Office Space
for rent; various sized
offices. $1.00 per foot.
Madrone
Professional
Group. Call Margie at 4596874 or Megan at 9728776.

Found Keys

Keys found 12/1 in the
vicinity of the 2000 block
of Valley Road. Reclaim
at the Willits Sheriff
Substation, 470 East
Valley Street.

Help Wanted

Seeking
Massage
Therapists or Estheticians
for a spa in Willits, room
rental or commission, part
time or full time. 707-7993380.

Help Wanted

Current Job Openings:
Branch Librarian - Willits

Adventist
Health
Homecare & Hospice
Services – Mendocino
County. Part Time or Per
Diem Speech Therapist
needed. Call H/R Trudy
#456-3230.

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent

Space for RV’s and
Trailers $390 per month,
includes water & garbage.
Close to Safeway in Willits.
Call Rhonda (707) 3676178. See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

Santa Suits for Sale!

Used, but in excellent
condition! Velvet or plush.
Includes jacket/ pants/ hat
/wig /beard/ boot tops/ belt
with bells/ and belly pad
if needed. $45-$65. Call
Alecia (707)671-4978

SEWING AND
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing
Teacher
Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Zibergirl.com
707-367-6182, Willits.

Vacationing?

Pet and house sitting
available. Dogs, cats,
horses, you name it;
in home or my home.
Veterinary
technician
experience.
Excellent
references. Call 707-3679319.

Volunteers Wanted

Frank Howard Memorial
Hospital is looking for
positive members of the
community to volunteer
in various departments of
the hospital. Hours: flexible
and can include weekends.
More info? Call 456-3245.

Volunteer
Opportunities

The Willits Senior Center
has many areas where
your expertise and talents
are needed. Front Desk,
Thrift
Store,
Dining
Room, Sunday Bingo,
Sunday Breakfast, Special
Dinners,
Landscaping,
Garden, Firewood. Come
join our team, call Deb at
707-459-6826.

Winter is Coming!

John Ford Rancher’s
Choice Box: 50 pounds of
steaks, roasts and ground
beef. $300 ($6/pound),
amazing deal! Natural
ranch-raised grass fed
beef, no hormones or
antibiotics. Call now 4595193.

We Buy Houses &
Land!

Any Area, Price, Condition.
Behind on Payments? Call
or Text (707) 841-0120.

WW’s Cookie Party!

It’s almost time for
Willits Weekly’s fourth
annual Cookie Party and
festivities. The party will be
held at Ardella’s Downtown
Diner on Friday, December
16 from 5 to 7 pm.

Send us
your ad!

Animal Control Officer
Animal Control Officer-in-Training
Animal Facility Attendant - Extra Help

ch
n
u
!
ly L
Dai ecials
Sp

Code Enforcement Officer II
Grounds Maintenance Technician Extra Help
Sheriff’s Evidence Technician
Social Worker I, II, V
For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:

www.co.mendocino.ca.us/hr EOE.

Open Monday to Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Divora Stern
LCSW

Are you struggling
with stress, anxiety,
depression, trauma
and/or addiction?

Ready for HELP!
Counseling #20498

354-9911

Now accepting MediCal Partnership
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Willits Junior Horsemen members pose with Santa and Angie Herman, a representative from SAFER
horse rescue, including, back row, from left: Sam, Angie Herman, Santa, Elena, and Callie. Front row,
from left: Danielle, Lisa, Catie and Claire.

Santa to a Senior Program

Every year, employees at Frank Howard Memorial Hospital finds ways to give back to
the community and share their blessings during the holiday season. This year, besides
giving to the Food Bank via the Food and Coat Drive and to the Willits Christmas Program,
employees decided to give to another group that’s often forgotten during the holidays
-- the seniors. So HMH reached out to the Harrah Senior Center for the “Be a Santa to
a Senior” project. Employees adopted seniors who are homebound either due to age,
sickness or disability. The seniors sent their wish lists, and employees were asked to
fulfill their wishes. Most of the seniors
wanted simple things, a crossword
puzzle, a book, or a food basket.
HMH employees were happy to
go above and beyond, bringing big
baskets filled with food, chocolates,
and items they hope will bring joy to our
seniors in the community.
– Cici Winiger, for HMH

Willits Junior Horsemen donate
$500 to equine rescue and
rehabilitation program
Each year, members of the Willits Junior
Horsemen club like to choose a group
or organization to donate back to, and
this year, they chose SAFER, an equine
rehabilitation and rescue organization that
serves Sonoma, Lake and Mendocino
counties.
The club donated $500 to SAFER, and
members were able to present the check
to program representative Angie Herman
during their Santa Photo fundraiser at J.D.
Redhouse on Sunday, December 11.
Based in Sebastopol, SAFER (Sonoma
Action for Equine Rescue) helps with feed

and hay assistance, fostering and adopting
horses, rescuing from auctions, and
accepting horses through owner surrender.
Some horses have even been fostered and
placed with families in Willits while they
await new homes.
SAFER was chosen this year because
the group wanted to make sure to select
an equine organization, in keeping with the
“horsemen” theme. In the past they have
donated to the Seabiscuit Therapeutic
Riding Center in Ridgewood Ranch and to
Toys for Tots.
– Maureen Moore

Above: Laura Azevedo, Sandy Smith,
Katherine Leon and Kim Katri, with their
gifts ready to give.
At left: Deb Holcomb at the Harrah Senior
Center receives the gifts from HMH
employees.

Homegrown
Pumpkin Pie Recipe
Adapted from Alice Waters’ Pumpkin Pie recipe in
“The Art of Simple Food,” published in 2007
by Clarkson Potter/Publishers.

The key to the deliciousness of this or mash it smoother, according to taste.
pumpkin pie recipe is to use fresh pumpkin:
In a small saucepan whisk together 1/4
It’s easy to roast a pumpkin, and canned
cup cream with the flour. Heat the mixture
puree can never compare. Be sure to
over low heat until it comes to a boil and
choose a pumpkin meant for pies – like
thickens. Slowly whisk in the rest of the
a Sugar Pie pumpkin – instead of a jack
o’lantern made for carving. A 2 pound cream. Continue whisking until the mixture
pumpkin is ideal for one pie, or roast a returns to a boil. Remove from the heat.
bigger pumpkin and
Measure
1-1/2
Gather your
use extra pumpkin
cups of mashed
ingredients:
for a second pie, a
pumpkin into a
pudding or soup.
1 cup cream
medium bowl, and
whisk in the eggs.
Make a favorite
2 teaspoons flour
Add the brandy, if
pie pastry, bottom
3 eggs
desired. In another
only, or buy a pastry
1/4 cup brown sugar
shell, and pre-bake it
bowl, stir together
1 tablespoon granulated sugar
as usual.
the brown sugar,
granulated sugar,
1
teaspoon
ground
cinnamon
First, preheat the
cinnamon, cloves,
oven to 350 degrees.
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves
ginger, salt and
Cut your pumpkin
1/4 teaspoon ground ginger
pepper. Then, stir
in half, and scoop
1/2 teaspoon salt
the sugar and spice
out the seeds and
some of the fibrous
pinch of fresh-ground black pepper
mixture, and the
part. Place pumpkin
thickened cream,
1-1/2 teaspoons of brandy (optional)
halves cut side down
into the pumpkin
on a baking sheet
mixture.
lined with parchment paper (oiling the sheet
Pour into the prebaked pie shell and
will do, but parchment paper is best). Bake
bake
for 45 to 50 minutes, until the center
45 minutes to an hour, or until the pumpkin
is almost set. Let cool completely before
is tender throughout.
cutting.
Remove from oven and let cool
Serve with a dollop of freshly whipped
thoroughly. Scoop the pumpkin flesh from
the peel, and mash it with a potato masher. cream.
You can leave it “rustic” with more texture,
– Jennifer Poole

Photo by Jennifer Poole

Above: The Willits Chamber of Commerce’s Carlin Horger, left, and one of three local Small Business
Saturday basket winners, Julia Sotomayor.

Small Business Saturday winners:
shoppers and local businesses
The Willits Chamber of Commerce has
announced three basket winners for their
Small Business Saturday contest: Winners
are Julia Sotomayor, pictured, Carol Deuel,
and Debra McCarthy, all of Willits.
Winners were chosen by a drawing of
“passports” submitted by participants in
Small Business Saturday. The passports
were stamped by participating businesses
for each visit on Saturday, November
26. Small Business Saturday, a national
event sponsored by American Express, is
always scheduled for the Saturday after
Thanksgiving.
Basket winner, Julia Sotomayor, who
works at Georges Geodes & Gems, had a
great time shopping that day, starting with
the gem store, which was a Small Business
Saturday participant. “It was so much fun
shopping at the local stores, knowing that
you’re supporting someone’s dream, that
they worked so hard to make happen,” she
said.
Sotomayor shopped mostly at stores
she’s “established a relationship with,” she
said, “the stores that have made an impact
on me over the years, the businesses that

I recommend when people ask at George’s
Geodes and Gems. We all need to support
each other,” she said.
“The chamber would like to thank the
local businesses for their generosity with
the prizes in these baskets,” said Carlin
Horger, a volunteer with the Willits Chamber
of Commerce. “It shows appreciation of the
people coming in to shop locally, and lets
shoppers know the local businesses are
trying to please them.”
The beautiful baskets were put together
by Annette Pinon of Flowers by Annette.
According to a November 28 press
release from American Express, “the
outpouring of support for local businesses
across the country hit record highs [on
Small Business Saturday 2016], with 72
percent of U.S. consumers aware of the
day.” An estimated 112 million Americans
reported shopping at small businesses
on Small Business Saturday, according to
the Small Business Saturday Consumer
Insights Survey, marking a 13 percent
increase from 2015.
– Jennifer Poole

WATERPIPES • VAPES • GLASS

Happy Holidays
from

TOYS & STOCKING
STUFFERS
Get All Your
Holiday Shipping
Done Here!

The Book Juggler
• Extended December Hours
• Free gift wrapping

889 S. Main St.
Willits

• Fast special orders with no shipping fees
• Perfect gifts for book, music and movie lovers

182 S. Main Street • (707) 459-4075
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