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Sheriff Allman:

Haschak
talks about
victory,
cites goals

Mike A’Dair

Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Supervisor-elect John
Haschak is excited and
honored by the results
of the Third District
supervisorial
election,
which were announced by
outgoing Assessor-ClerkRecorder Sue Ranochak
last week.
Haschak defeated former
three-term Supervisor John
Pinches by more than 1,000
votes, with 3,744 votes for
Haschak against 2,705 for
Pinches. On a percentage
basis, Haschak got 57.72
percent of the vote against
Pinches’ 41.70 percent.

Above, from left: Cali and Hunter smile with a hat-swapping Santa at the annual Santa Photo fundraiser last weekend. Racer grins
from Santa’s lap. Brayden and Nicole and Rudolph sit with Santa at J.D. Redhouse. Below: Saying “Beggin Strips!” was all that was
necessary for a four-dog smile with Santa for Rylee, 7, Jitter Bug, 11, Broc, 4, and Boyo, 6, a Fort Bragg family of “rodeo dogs” owned
by mother and daughter Rhonda and Kymberlee Nelson who have attended Santa photos for several years in a row.

Read the rest of

Haschak

Britton

Over on page 6

Over on page 6

School
board:

Adventist’s
Jason Wells

to be president of
both Willits and
Ukiah hospitals

On
December
7,
Adventist
Health
announced its decision to
align strategies between
Adventist Health Ukiah
Valley
and Adventist
Health Howard Memorial
under a unified leadership
team led by Jason Wells,
who will assume the
role as president over
both campuses effective
January 7, 2019.

Dan McKee

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

As 38-year-old Negie
Fallis IV settled into life
behind San Quentin bars
last Thursday, November
6, Mendocino County
Sheriff Tom Allman stood
before a grim-faced crowd
in front of the county
courthouse to acknowledge
that 10 months of work by
department investigators
and
search-and-rescue
teams had failed to find
Khadijah
Britton,
the
24-year-old Covelo woman
Fallis had been accused of

Photos by
Maureen
Moore

Read the rest of

By Cici Winiger, for
Adventist Health Howard
Memorial

No
‘stalling’
in Britton
search

reports on year
so far, new
WTA head

Smiling
with

Santa

Fundraising photo sessions yield $815 for local groups
For the seventh year, excited (and sometimes rather unsure) kids and their families
came to J.D. Redhouse to smile with Santa Claus during the 50/50 fundraising weekend
with local photographer Maureen Moore. This year, the Willits Frontier Days Juniors
received $235, the Willits 4-H Hog Group also received $235, and the Willits High School
Senior Class received $345. Each day, the monies raised from the $5 photos are tallied,
and half is donated to the helping group. The eighth year is planned for December 2019.
– Maureen Moore

Photos by
Maureen
Moore

Joanne Moore

Reporter
joanne@willitsweekly.com

The December 5 meeting
of the Willits Unified
School District Board of
Trustees was brief; some
hellos, some goodbyes,
acknowledgements
and
thank yous were made,
along with stamps of
approval for charter schools
and a bit of news about
district schools.

By working more together
under one strategy and
leadership team, Adventist
Health will deliver more
coordinated care, improve
quality, align its physician
recruiting strategies, share

Superintendent
Mark
Westerburg acknowledged
outgoing board members,
Christopher Neary and
Cynthia Carni (both of
whom
were
absent),
and then welcomed new
incoming members, Jeanne

Read the rest of

Read the rest of

Wells

Schools

Over on page 15

Over on page 6

Supes approve
changes to
cultivation
ordinance

Last-minute
cannabis
pressure
overwhelms
ag department

Mike A’Dair

Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Supervisors on Tuesday
unanimously
approved
changes to the county’s
cannabis
cultivation
ordinance, with Fifth District
Supervisor Dan Hamburg
absent.
For the most part, the
changes
incorporate
revisions to the ordinance
which came out of the
county’s cannabis ad hoc
committee of the board of
supervisors and which were
approved by the board on
November 16.
As a result, the terms
“church” and “treatment
center” are no longer among
Read the rest of

Changes

Over on page 15

Above: Willits Christmas Children’s Program volunteers smile in front of the old Howard Hospital, which serves as holiday
headquarters this year. There’s still tags on the tree at the Seventh-day Adventist Church, as are there at many other local locations.

Tags
on

Trees

Willits Christmas Children’s Program still has tags
While out shopping, take a moment to check for the colorful tags hanging on trees
around town that list the requests of boys and girls in the community who are in need
this holiday. Shoppers can purchase one, any, or all of the items listed on the tag and
bring the unwrapped gifts to any drop-off locations around town or to the old Howard
Hospital between the hours of 4 to 7:30 pm weekdays and beginning at 11 am on
weekends. Volunteers are always welcome to help wrap the presents with provided
materials. Call 707-354-1991 for information.
– Maureen Moore

Happy Holidays from Santa’s helpers at the Willits branch of the United States Post Office! They want to remind everyone to get their
domestic shipping for first-class and priority packages mailed no later than December 20; their express mail by December 22; and any
international express mail by December 15. Shown from left: Tim Porter, Philip Laurent, Josh Banatta, Darian Vaars, Matthew Jennison,
Shane Czyzewski, Ralph Saucedo, Tim Ahearn, Nick Moon, Maria Smith, Dan Buckley, Kate Carter, Naomi Boutilier, Isaac Reeser, and
Postmaster Melady Moffitt-Wilson. Not pictured: Rebecca Laurent, Rhonda Rivett, Colleen Pappadakis, Becky Haydon, Justin Talso,
Jeremy Roberts, and Melaina Riley.
Photo courtesy Willits Post Office

Mike A’Dair

Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

As
the
December
31 deadline to submit
applications for a 2018
Phase One cannabis
cultivation permit looms,
growers in increasing
numbers are submitting
permit applications to a
beleaguered Mendocino
County Department of
Agriculture. According to
Cannabis Unit Program
Administrator
Chevon
Homes, the department
received 105 applications
in November.
In addition, Holmes says,
the state of California is now
Read the rest of

Overwhelm
Over on page 6

What do
YOU think?

Calfire transitions to winter burning season
in Mendocino County

Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters
from our readers
Do you have opinions you would like to share with the rest of the community?
All residents of the Third District – including Willits, Brooktrails, Laytonville and
Covelo – are welcome to send in a letter to the editor, free of charge, addressing
your comments, concerns or questions once every four weeks. Email letters
directly to willitsweekly@gmail.com. We want to hear from you!

Holiday Lights invitation
to the community
To the Editor:
The Frank R. Howard Foundation and
Adventist Health Howard Memorial Hospital
invites you to the third annual Holiday Lights
Winter Wonderland at the Commonwealth
Garden! This Saturday and Sunday night,
December 15 and 16 from 5:30 to 8 pm, at
90 Haehl Creek Drive.
Add some sparkle to your holiday season
and watch your children’s faces light up
for a magical holiday light display at the
Commonwealth Garden. Bundle up and
enjoy some festive holiday snacks prepared
by Adventist Health Howard Memorial
Hospital’s Roots Restaurant. Warm up with
a cup of hot cocoa or hot apple cider as you
take a stroll through the enchanted winter
wonderland.
The light displays are created for the
enjoyment of the community. They will
remain lit every night until the New Year
for anyone wishing to drive by and see the
holiday splendor. The garden will only be
open to the public on the nights of the 15th
and 16th for the Holiday Lights event.
Kids are free (12 and under); suggested
donation: $5 for adults.
Proceeds will benefit the Caring Kitchen
Project, a program that provides nutritious
meals delivered to the homes of families
struggling with the challenges of cancer.
Happy Holidays to all!
Suzanne Picetti-Johnson,
Frank R. Howard Foundation

Get in the spirit
To the Editor:
This Sunday at 4 pm you can enjoy a
rare musical treat at the St. Francis in
the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66
East Commercial Street. The Dorian May
Quartet will be playing Christmas jazz, both
familiar and some lesser-known classics.

Come and get filled with some Christmas
spirit.
This December 16 concert will benefit
Willits Daily Bread, which feeds the
hungry four days a week at the St. Francis
parish hall. “The natural acoustics in their
sanctuary are awesome. It was a pleasure
to play there.”
Betsy Bruneau, Willits

‘Holiday Music Massacre’
To the Editor:
Howdy friends, it’s that time of year again
… time for the “Tubby Tunes” Holiday
Music Massacre radio show brought to you
by Either / Or Productions.
David Babcock at KGO, San Francisco
once called me the “Dr Demento of Country
Music.” So why not apply the same wild
concept to holiday music? I got this wild
idea 30 years ago when KZYX was still a
brand-new radio station.
Thus, the idea hatched into a North Coast
tradition, which has aired at various times
on KZYX, KMUD, Fat 99, KPHT-lp, and
elsewhere.
The 30th annual “Tubby Tunes” Holiday
Music Massacre radio show will never
be mistaken for a traditional Xmas music
show … no Bing Crosby, Perry Como, or
Nat King Cole.
Nope.
If you’d like to find out what is being played,
please tune in … every year new songs are
added to the broadcast.
“Tubby Tunes” Holiday Music Massacre
is set for December 21, from 3 to 5 pm, at
Fat 99, KPHT-lp, 99.9 FM, Laytonville. It
will also broadcast on December 24, from
3 to 5 pm, at KMUD-FM, www.KMUD.org,
worldwide (the KMUD broadcast can be
heard for two weeks afterward by going to
KMUD.org and navigating to the “Archives”
for December 24 from 3 to 5 pm).
Long John, Laytonville
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Submitted by CalFire, Mendocino Unit
Recent rains and cooler temperatures across the region have lowered the threat of
wildfires, allowing CalFire’s Mendocino Unit to transition to the winter burning season
effective Monday, December 10 in the state response areas of Mendocino County.
CalFire will not require burning permits, for residential burn piles 4 foot x 4 foot or
smaller, until approximately May 1, 2019. Burn piles larger than 4 foot x 4 foot will still
require a CalFire burn permit.
Residents wishing to burn must verify it is a permissive burn day prior to burning.
Recorded Burn Day status is available 24/7 on the Burn Information Line at 707-4634391.
Burning must comply with Mendocino County air quality regulations. For more
information regarding winter burning regulations go to the Mendocino County Air
Quality Management District web site at www.mendoair.org or call the district office
at 707-463-4354.
Cooler temperatures and rainfall alone does not prevent fires from escaping control.
Property owners and residents are asked to use caution while conducting debris or
agriculture burns, to follow all guidelines provided, and to maintain control of the fire
at all times.

Outdoor Burning Requirements:
• Only dry, natural vegetative material such as leaves, pine needles and tree
trimmings may be burned.
• The burning of trash, painted wood or other debris is not allowed.
• Do not burn on windy days.
• Piles should be no larger than 4 feet in diameter and in height. You can add to the
pile as it burns down.
• Clear a 10-foot diameter down to bare soil around your piles.
• Have a shovel and a water source nearby.
• An adult is required to be in attendance of the fire at all times.
A leading cause of wildfires this time of year is from escaped residential debris
burning. Individuals can be held civilly and/or criminally liable for allowing a fire to
escape their control and/or burn onto neighboring property.
For more information on burning, creating defensible space, and preventing wildfires
visit the CalFire website at www.fire.ca.gov.

Rain Totals in Willits

Precipitation in the Willits area as of November 28

(Note: Willits Weekly’s “rain year” started September 29, with the first local rains.)

National Weather Service, Willits Howard Ranger Station
9.40”
as of 12/5/18 at 12 pm
Mendocino College North County Center
9.17”
as of 12/12/18 at 2 pm
Willits sewer plant
10.48		
as of 12/12/18 at 9:30 am
High Horse Willits
10.79”		
as of 12/12/18 at 2 pm			
Highway 20, Willits
10.65”
as of 12/12/18 at 2 pm
Lucky Monkey’s Ranch, 2 miles west of Willits
8.53”
as of 12/11/18 at 11 pm
After a weak system brought light rain to
the area earlier this week, high pressure
moved into the area Wednesday. The next
system bringing rain and mountain snow is
expected on Friday with additional systems
on Sunday and Tuesday.

may gust to around 45 mph on the ridges.

A new cold front is expected Thursday
night, with increased southerly winds
expected to peak Friday morning. Rain will
begin falling sometime between the early
and late morning hours, according to the
National Weather Service.

Forecasters’ models remain divided
on next week’s weather. Some predict
significant amounts of rainfall, while others
suggest rains will remain just north of the
Oregon border.

Snow levels will range from 4,000 to 4,500
feet in eastern Trinity County, impacting the
Scott Mountain pass on Highway 3. Winds

Willits Weekly welcomes reports of
rain and other weather information at
willitsweekly@gmail.com.

Saturday looks dry in the morning, but
light rain could begin in the afternoon.
Periods of rain are forecast for Saturday
night and Sunday morning ahead of the
next cold front.

– Dan McKee

Above, from left: Evan and Adrienne Kovasi of TEK Photography visit from Arcata with amazingly stunning night photos,
impeccably printed on canvas and metal. Anne Vander Horck of Anne Made sells her traditional sewn goods such as
handmade dolls, clothes, potholders, hats, bibs and more. Rose Taylor, Pearl Marill and Mani Moran model outfits made by
Dye Versions.

Holiday
Craft Fair

Photos by
Mathew
Caine

Art, music and community offered at
annual artisan showcase in Willits
The artisans, painters, ceramicists and vendors came from as
far away as Los Angeles or the far reaches of inaccessible, off-thegrid corners of Trinity County. They came to show and sell their
work at this once-a-year congruence of creativity known as the
Willits Holiday Craft Fair, at both the Willits Center for the Arts and
the Willits Community Center.
For the shoppers, it was a great time to pick up unusual gifts for
the Christmas season, objects d’art that were as functional as they
were aesthetically pleasing.
This extravaganza, directed for the seventh year by ceramistextraordinaire Bonnie Belt, was augmented with musical interludes
under the stewardship of David Partch, who performed himself at
both locations with his traditional finger-picking folk standards.
Other performers included Kyle Madrigal with his eclectic mix
of sounds and stories, local favorites Twining Time, the Emandal
Chorale, Vern Morninglight, The Cosmic
Family Band, Steve Hahm, Midas Well, the
Mathew Caine
Features Writer
Just for Fun Choir, Trillium, Dorian May and
mathew@willitsweekly.com
of course, Richard Jeske.
The music added to the festive aura of the three days of the fair.
“We’re really trying to focus more on the entertainment,” shared
organizer Belt, “so this becomes more like a music and craft fair.
It’s the place to be.”
According to many of the exhibitors, this is their favorite of many
shows throughout the season, thanks to the residents of Willits,
with whom they can enjoy a conversation and a chance to talk
about the complexities of their individual arts – even though there
are bigger shows with several thousand attendees where they can
sell more of their goods.
What is evident in all of the vendors is their love of their art and
the pride with which they display their products. The art they sell is
akin to their creative children. They hate to see them go, but they
love that they bring joy to others.
In addition to the professional vendors, for four hours on
Saturday, the younger artisans had their turn in the classroom of
the WCA. They had a chance to display their arts and candies and
doodads to raise money for various worthy causes.
The Willits Charter School offered crafts that were created in
their classrooms: ceramics, sewing, culinary, jewelry and Tooth
Fairy pillows. The Sober Grad table was raising money for their
yearly party, selling dog treats, ornaments and bags. Handmade
ornaments, goodies, wreaths, candle holders and eclectic candies
Read the rest of

Craft

At top, left: Cory and Becky Gunterman stand beside their line of jewelry and crystals. At top, right: Misty Blough of Misty
Made displays her hand-poured soy wax candles. Above: Sylvana Senerchia, Larkin Allbritton, Charlotte O’Connor, Lovely
Hendee, Sophie O’Connor and Sarai Renteria of the Waldorf School sell goodies and holiday henna tattoos. Below, left: Janae
Stephens of Organic Attire stands in front of her colorful hand-dyed clothing. Below, right: The crowds came in waves all
weekend at the Holiday Craft Fair.

Over on page 13
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No MTA bus service on Christmas Day

See us out and about?
At the Farmers Market?
Except
Christmas
Day and New Year’s Day,
We areforhappy
to take
Mendocino
Transit
Authority
any cash donations! buses will run their regular
routes on the coast and inland in Mendocino County
through the December holidays.
Dial-A-Ride and local buses in Ukiah, Fort Bragg and
Willits will be off-line completely on both Christmas Day
and New Year’s Day, and MTA offices will be closed.
Two regional buses will run on New Year’s Day.
In Ukiah and Willits on Christmas Day and New Year’s
Day, Dial-A-Ride, local buses and Route 20 from Willits
to Ukiah will not run. Route 75 from the Mendocino coast

6th Annual Christmas Party!

to Boonville and Ukiah also will not run. The exception
on New Year’s Day is MTA’s regional Route 65 bus,
which will bring passengers from Fort Bragg to Willits,
Ukiah, Hopland and Santa Rosa round-trip on a Sunday
schedule.
Check MTA’s website for holiday routes, schedules
and alerts at www.mendocinotransit.org. Or call MTA at
707-462-1422 or 1-800-696-4682.
MTA extends warm holiday wishes to all.
– Submitted by the Mendocino Transit Authority

We Deliver So Santa
Doesn’t Have To
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Friday, December 14
from 6 to 8 pm
at Scoops Frozen Yogurt & Deli

Cookie Tasting & Voting
Live Music & Merriment
Come celebrate with us!

FURNITURE CENTER
— NEXT TO SAFEWAY —

Info: 707-459-2633 or 707-972-7047

COBURN’S

®

CONSTRUCTION & CABINETRY INC.
CA LIC #392108

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY
Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent
Lic. #0C67822

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490

Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298

www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business
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Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Preview your completed project with our 3-D Computer Image

Randy J. Coburn
General Contractor
P.O. Box 616
Willits, CA 95490

707-459-9719/FAX 707-459-4984
coburn_randy@yahoo.com/
coburnsconst@gmail.com

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

• Custom Homes
• New Construction
• IFC Structures
• Remodeling
• Cabinetry
• Kitchens and Baths
• Blueprints
• Plan Drawing
• Design

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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POLICE LOG

Puzzle Page
Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

December 3 to December 9
HOW TO

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly
The officers of the Willits Police
Department handled 199 incidents in this
seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests
December 3
2:30 pm: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 100 block of West
Valley Street.
4:00 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 200 block of Shell Lane.
4:23 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 block of
East Mendocino Avenue.
10:02 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 block of
East Mendocino Avenue.

December 4
8:42 am: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 300 block of North
Main Street.
11:27 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 800 block of
South Main Street.
3:54 pm: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 1600 block of South
Main Street.

December 5
7:32 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of
Alameda Avenue.
12:25 pm: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
AFRICA
BIRTH
BLESSING
CANDLES
CELEBRATION
CORN
DREIDEL
EIGHT
EVE

FAITHFUL
GELT
HALLEL
HANUKKIYAH
HARAMBEE
IMANI
KISLEV
KUJICHAGULIA
KUUMBA

KWANZAA
LATKES
LIGHTS
MACCABEE
MENORAH
MIRACLE
NIA
OIL
PARTY

REDEDICATION
RELIGION
RESOLUTION
SHAMASH
SUFGANIYOT
TEMPLE
UJIMA
UMOJA
YULE

12:41 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity near the intersection
of North Street and West Mendocino
Avenue.
4:02 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity near the intersection
of South Main Street and Highway 20.
5:09 pm: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 1000 block of South
Main Street.

December 6
6:05 am: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 1200 block of Blosser
Lane.

December 7

Above, from left: The WCA is aglow with people and decorations Friday night at the gallery opening
and upstairs Holiday Craft Fair. Having just sung with Emandal Chorale at the Holiday Craft Fair in
the Community Center, Prana and Diane Smalley come to see the art during the opening at the art
center. WCA’s hall is packed as people buy art, sign the guest list, and talk amongst themselves. At
left: Many friends meet up at the WCA shows. Mary Pappadakis, Dayami Puccio, Carol Brown and
Sharon Pardun enjoy the art and one another’s company at the “Small Works” show. Below: People
gather to browse art and converse in the wonderfully decorated galleries.

9:02 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1300 block of
South Main Street.
9:54 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of Creekside
Court.

December 8
12:07 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
12:27 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of East Oak
Street.
10:07 am: Officers responded to a report
of illegal dumping in the 700 block of
Central Street.
11:29 am: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.
11:46 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 300 block of
McKinley Street.
1:27 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 100 block of East
Mendocino Avenue.
1:54 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 800 block of
South Main Street and issued a warning.
4:54 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
5:07 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of
Fort Bragg Road.

December 9
11:45 am: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 1400 block of
South Main Street.

5:22 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of Bush Street.

1:01 pm: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 200 block of East
Commercial Street and issued a warning.

6:41 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of Bush Street.

1:26 pm: Officers initiated a vehicle theft
investigation in the 200 block of Shell Lane.

11:12 pm: Officers responded to a report
of a suspicious person in the 100 block of
West Mendocino Avenue.

10:12 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 1700 block of
South Main Street.

‘Small Works’
WCA members show off their small – and giftappropriate – works in December show

Friday afternoon and evening were buzzing with festive activity in the first two blocks of
East Commercial Street. Lighthearted people walked between the Christmassy venues:
the decked-out Community Center and the Willits Center for the Arts.
They were out to shop at the yearly Willits Holiday Craft Fair and WCA’s “Small Works”
members show. It was a treat for the public when the WCA decided to expand their yearly
fundraiser to the upstairs Great Room at the center and open the downstairs gallery
simultaneously.
Ree Slocum
While the opening reception for “Small Works” started at 6
Features Writer
pm,
the art center opened at noon for the upstairs craft fair and
willitsweekly@gmail.com
downstairs “Small Works” members’ show.

Far left: This lively,
decorated tree
and mixed-media
whimsical creature
by fiber artist Bobbie
Yokum are in the
classroom where the
food and drink are
served.

“It was busy on and off this afternoon,” according to a smiling and retiring WCA treasurer,
Ursula Partch, “with people going upstairs, too. We sold $1,000 worth of art by 5 pm from
the members’ show!”

At left: Dear friends
June Ruckman
and Lana Eberhard
pause for the camera
after admiring
Kale Haschak’s
handblown
Christmas
ornaments.

It’ll be a wonderful profit for the center that receives 30 percent of sales. Partch has
traditionally been the gallery host at larger events. She mentioned that some of the people
in the Holiday Craft Fair upstairs were doing well, also.
“The members’ show is one of the
most exciting shows of the year,” stated Read the rest of
Works Over on Page 13
WCA curator Gary Martin, who also

Photos by Ree Slocum
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FIRE CALLS

RAFFLE

December 4 to December 10
by LLFD Training Chief Eric Alvarez

CLUES ACROSS
1. A great lunch
4. German composer
8. Expresses pleasure
10. Unit of energy
11. Genus of beetles
12. Type of respect
13. City in Netherlands
15. Showing lack of skill
16. Irish surname
17. Exaggerated or
affected sentiment
18. Diversion
21. Journalist Tarbell
22. Wrath
23. Current unit
24. Sixers’ Simmons
25. Makes honey
26. Tributary of the Rhine
27. Once home to a
notorious wall
34. Gets back
35. She was beheaded
in France
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36. Cheer
37. Tropical Asian palm
38. Darker
39. Figures
40. Old World trees
41. Protects a broken
bone
42. Dried-up
43. An enclosure for
swine

CLUES DOWN
1. Blab
2. __ Bacall, actress
3. Declaration of an
intention to inflict
harm
4. The most direct route
5. Affirm to be true or
correct
6. Rift
7. Oil company
9. Alphabetic character

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

10. Large marsh bird
12. Hollywood event
14. Scottish port
15. French river
17. Something frustrating
(abbr.)
19. More in time
20. Payroll company
23. Pokes holes in
24. A way to steal
25. Blacken with dirt
26. Autonomic nervous
system
27. A lab tech’s tool
28. A place to stay
29. UK school
30. Moroccan
31. Where rockers work
32. Most friendly
33. In a state of
turbulence
34.’Bridget Jones’
actress
36. Hebrew liquid units

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

12-04-18 (Sherwood Hill
Drive)

12-07-18 (Highway 20, mile marker
25)

Medical call: Little Lake Fire responded
to a reported patient in need of medical
assistance. Upon arrival the patient had
self-administered medication and was no
longer in need of medical assistance. 11
firefighters responded for service.

Traffic accident: Little Lake Fire
responded to a reported vehicle over the
embankment. During response Little Lake
Fire units were canceled by on-scene fire
personnel; the incident was not as reported.
9 firefighters responded for service.

12-04-18 (Creekside Court)

12-07-18 (Highway 101, mile marker
52)

Medical call: Little Lake Fire responded
to a reported patient hemorrhaging. Upon
arrival, LLFD provided basic life support
care until the ambulance arrived. LLFD
assisted in removing the patient from the
residence and loaded the patient into the
ambulance for transport. 11 firefighters
responded for service.

12-05-18 (Baechtel Road)
Medical call: Little Lake Fire responded
to a reported subject having chest pain.
LLFD provided basic life support care
until the ambulance arrived at scene.
LLFD assisted the medic unit in loading
the patient for transport. 6 firefighters
responded for service.

12-06-18 (Highway 20, mile marker
22)

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

photos

with santa

Traffic accident: Little Lake Fire
responded to a reported vehicle rollover.
Upon arrival the occupant had selfextricated from the vehicle. Fire personnel
assisted the medic unit at scene to
package and load the patient for transport
to the hospital. 8 firefighters responded for
service.

12-08-18 (Sherwood Hill Drive)
Medical call: Little Lake Fire responded
to a reported patient in need of medical
assistance. LLFD provided patient care
until the relative arrived to transport the
patient to the hospital. 11 firefighters
responded for service.

12-10-18 (Center Valley Road)

Traffic accident: Little Lake Fire
responded to reported traffic accident.
Upon arrival two vehicles had collided
head-on blocking both eastbound and
westbound lanes. One occupant had left
the scene; the other patient was cleared
by medical staff. LLFD provided roadway
clean-up and cleared the roadway. 18
firefighters responded for service.

3RD ANNUAL

Hazardous condition: Little Lake Fire
responded to a reported, stuck gas line.
Upon arrival LLFD used a gas detection
meter to check around the surrounding
structures for gas build-up. PG&E arrived
at scene and stopped the leak. 9 firefighters
responded for service.
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to benefit
INLAND MENDOCINO
COUNTY
HUMANE SOCIETY

Saturday December 15th
11am - 2pm
BRING YOUR PETS AND YOUR FAMILY DOWN
TO VISIT SANTA
AND ENJOY HOT COCOA, APPLE CIDER, COOKIES
AND TREATS FOR YOUR PETS IN OUR PET CENTER
PERSONAL CAMERAS WELCOME
WILLITS STORE ONLY
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kidnapping at gunpoint on February 7.

King and Paula Nunez.
Nunez wasn’t present, but
King was, and Westerburg
noted that she was “already
punishing herself with preboard training.”

The Round Valley resident was
sentenced to four years in state prison
on an unrelated firearms charge by
Judge Cindee Mayfield two days
before Allman’s press conference
following his February 19 arrest
in Britton’s disappearance. The
Mendocino County District Attorney’s
Office was forced to drop kidnapping,
attempted murder and assault with a
deadly weapon charges against Fallis
in June due to lack of evidence.
Instead, Fallis pleaded guilty to being
a felon in possession of a firearm,
and Allman praised DA David Eyster
for “getting the absolute maximum
sentence for Fallis” allowed by law.
Since Britton was reported
missing on February 10, Allman
said, detectives have logged almost
3,500 hours investigating the case,
while search-and-rescue teams with
cadaver dogs have scoured the Round
Valley area seeking some trace of the
missing woman.
Allman told the gathering of more
than 100 people, many of them
wearing red shirts in support of the
Britton family, that the sheriff’s office “is
not stalling” in its attempts to discover
Britton’s whereabouts. However, a
lack of fruitful tips has caused the case
to go cold, he conceded, noting his
office has received only 80 calls since
the investigation began, 20 of them
from psychics.
“We want to solve this crime,” he
said. “We need to find her, dead or
alive. The family wants closure; it’s
been 10 months.”
Allman added his office knows there
are “people in Round Valley who know
what happened to Khadijah” and urged
them to “let us know what you know.”
“If you are listening to this and know
something, if you think you know
something, if you believe you know
where she is, there is every opportunity
… for you to contact us. We will keep
you anonymous.”
He urged anyone with knowledge of
Britton’s fate to call the sheriff’s office
tip line at 707-234-2100, or a new
anonymous tip line, WeTip at 1-800732-7463, if they are hesitant to talk
to police. Tips also can be submitted
online at: http://www.wetip.com.
The third-party company asks
tipsters questions provided by law
enforcement and passes along
responses to police without identifying
the caller.
If a tip is useful, WeTip contacts the
tipster, who can receive up to $1,000.
The sheriff’s office has partnered with
the Federal Bureau of Investigation
for evidence collection and cellphone
analysis since Britton disappeared.
However, Sid Patel, assistant special
agent in charge of the FBI’s San
Francisco office, told the crowd that
while, “as a father, my thoughts are with
the family,” the agency is “excluded
from being the primary investigating
agency in California.”
However, he stressed, “We are
fully dedicated to finding justice for
Khadijah Britton.”
“I want to know why my
granddaughter is still missing,”
an angry Robbie Hostler, Britton’s
grandfather, told the crowd.
Hostler said he believed “Fallis killed
[Khadijah] in cold blood” because
“she knew about something he did,”
although he could offer no evidence to
support his allegations.
“We want closure,” he added. “Now
that [Fallis is] in prison … it’s time for
people to step forward and … call. We
know there’s people in Covelo who
know what happened.”
Although sentenced to four years
behind bars, Allman said he feared
Fallis could be released in little
more than seven months because
of changes to the state’s sentencing
guidelines under Proposition 57.
“I want people to understand we’re
not taking this … lightly,” Allman
emphasized. “We’re continuing this
investigation, and we’re getting as
much information out to the world as
possible.

King responded that the
Mendocino County Office
of Education was providing
the training, and she was
“looking forward to it.”
Willits
Teachers
Association
president
and supervisor-elect John
Haschak also offered
congratulations to new and
returning board members.
Then, joined by California
School
Employees
Association
President
Dan Green, he thanked
Westerburg for including
WTA and CSEA members
in the development of this
year’s Local Control and
Accountability Plan. This
annually updated three-year
plan is required by the state
and describes the district’s
goals for students and its
plans to meet those goals.
Haschak then announced
his resignation as president
of the teachers association,
telling the board and
Westerburg that it had
“been great working with all
of you.”
His
successor
as
president will be Tessa
Ford, who he described as
a “dedicated passionate
teacher who’s much more
organized than I am.”
“You’ve served well,
John,” said Westerburg.
Presentation of annual
reports to the board from
Willits’ charter schools
was also on the agenda,
and Willits Charter School
Director Jennifer Lockwood
and Willits Elementary
Charter School Director
Kara
McClellan
were
present for the occasion.
Westerburg, noting it
was McClellan’s last year
as WECS director, told the
board that both reports
showed “good things.”
“They certainly have met
the requirement,” he said.
School
news
from
Westerburg included high
school athletics, in-service
teacher training, and high
school honor roll statistics.
“All athletic teams are up
and running,” he said. “It’s
been a good transition from
fall to winter trimester.”
He then updated the
board on implementation of
a new K-5 reading method
being employed by the
district – “Unlocking the
Reading Code.”
Acknowledging that “it’s
a lot of work [and] we’re not
quite there yet,” Westerburg
nonetheless assured the
board that “teachers had
a great in-service, and it’s
working really well.”
Moving on to good news
from the high school,
Westerburg reported that
the percentage of students
on the honor roll was
“hovering in the high 30s
and low 40s.”
“The progressive honor
roll was up,” as well, he
said, explaining that a
student achieves this honor
by increasing his or her GPA
by 50 percent.
The meeting ended with
more good academic news
from Baechtel Grove Middle
School principal Maria
Munguia.

“As a father myself, I certainly
can understand the anxiety, the
nightmares, the fright the family has.”

She reported that 49
percent of students were on
the honor roll or principal’s
list and cited statistics
showing impressive student
progress in math.

The reward for information leading
to the discovery of Britton’s fate now
stands at $85,000.

“Teachers are doing a
great job explaining the new
[math] curriculum,” she said.
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asking the county ag department to verify several
different elements of county permit applications or
of approved permits for growers seeking a state
cultivation license.
Since October 25, the state has requested
Mendocino County’s ag department verify 230
state license applications. Holmes expects
that over the next few weeks the state will
request verification for 400 to 450 more license
applications.
As a result, between October 23 and November
20 the cannabis unit has only added two
cultivation permits to its “issued and approved”
total, which stood at 235 on October 23 and at
237 on November 20.
At the same time, the number of permit
applications received by the department had
increased to 1,123.
This means the number of permits either issued
or approved by the department now stands at
21 percent of the total number of applications
received, down from 23 percent, which is where
the department was from early July through
October.
Holmes told supervisors on Tuesday the county
ag department was requesting the board delay the
beginning of the third, additional extension of the
time period during which cannabis cultivators may
submit applications for a Phase One cultivation
permit, from the recommended start date of March
11, 2019 to a new date of April 1, 2019.
This is so the department can have three months
to work on the backlog of already submitted
permits that need processing. The new extension
period will run through October 4, 2019, extended
from September 6.
Supervisors agreed to Holmes’ request, and
also approved the revised version of the county’s
cannabis ordinance, which was considered later
Tuesday morning.

Supes consider California Cannabis
Authority
County Treasurer Shari Schapmire reported
to supervisors on the status of the California
Cannabis Authority, a joint powers authority
sponsored by the California State Association of
Counties. Mendocino County joined CCA in April.
Schapmire said the cannabis authority is still
in the early stages of its organizational process.
“We are attempting to get all cannabis-related
data sources into one platform,” Schapmire said.
“There are six counties that are now in this. As
counties, we will be sending out letters to all
cannabis entities, and we’re going to start telling
them how this works, as far as how to connect
the data.
“[CCA staff] are working to secure a contract with
Metrc, with the state of California, with the trackand-trace system,” Schapmire said. “They are
also dealing with CDTFA [California Department
of Tax and Fee Administrators] to get sales tax
data. They are going to work to get everything at
every level. Monterey County actually sent out a
letter a week ago, so that’s going to be interesting
at our next call, to find out how that went.”
Six people from the cannabis community also
addressed the board of supervisors on the issue
of the California Cannabis Authority, each critical
of the organization.
Several suggested the CCA was duplicating
what Metrc, the state’s track-and-trace provider,
was already doing – or of what Metrc will be
doing when it starts doing it. Others suggested
the information the CCA was going to be getting
from Metrc and from the CDTFA was going to be
expensive, and that cost was going to be passed
down to local cannabis cultivators, who, according
to speaker Casey O’Neill, were having a hard time
financially.
After the conversation had gone on for a while,
Fourth District Supervisor Dan Gjerde asked for
an end to discussion on the item, arguing it was
a poor use of staff time, since the county had
numerous cannabis staff members present and
the agenda item did not really involve them.
“Why are we spending an hour talking on
this one subject?” Gjerde asked. “Why isn’t
this something that staff is working out through
the working groups? It seems like we have a
tremendous number of people here from Planning
and Building. We have people here who have,
perhaps, almost no relationship to the topic in
the room and the taxpayers are paying for their
salaries.
“I think, this needs to be worked out. I presume
everybody agrees: We don’t want to have
duplicative systems. We’ve said that over and over
again. I think, we could have a recommendation
come back. We could send a letter to the
organization saying, we’re not interested in a
duplicative system. Work it out so we are using
one system that we’re already paying for,” Gjerde
continued.
“The board has said over and over that we
don’t want to have two track-and-trace systems.
Now the state has selected a company. We’re
OK with that. We selected a company prior to
the state’s making [its] selection. I just feel we’re
going around in circles here and this needs to be
resolved without more board and staff time.”
County CEO Carmel Angelo reminded the
board that the overarching purpose of the CCA
was to facilitate creation of banking services for
the cannabis industry, adding that she would bring
the item back to the board for a fuller discussion
early in the new year.
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“I’m excited by the outcome,” Haschak said. “And
I’m honored that people in the Third District have
selected me as their supervisor. It’s a great feeling and
a responsibility.”
Asked for his views on the possible significance of
his election, Haschak replied: “It shows that people in
the Third District were looking for change, and I think
it also showed that I outworked Mr. Pinches. People
responded to my campaign because they want real
active representation in the Third District.”
Asked for his most pressing goals, Haschak said he
wanted to get “the economy working for everybody,
and emergency preparedness, because these are
crucial times. We need to get more access roads
going for the Sherwood corridor.”
Haschak noted he would be paying attention
to “climate change, and how that’s affecting the
environment where we live.”
Asked for details on how he plans to get the
economy working for everyone, Haschak said he
wants to take steps to diversify the economy and to
modify the county’s cannabis rules so that they work
for small growers.
“We need career and technical education,” Haschak
said. “Expanding broadband would do a lot to boost
the economy.”
Haschak added Mendocino County also could
capitalize on cannatourism and on something he
called “the wellness industry.”
“We have a lot of healers around here, herbalists,
things of that nature. They do it in Ohai. They do it in
Sebastopol. They do it in Sedona. We could do that
here, too.”
Haschak said he is concerned about the difficulty the
county Department of Agriculture has had in finding a
way to issue cannabis permits quickly.
“I’d like to sit down with the department heads in
agriculture and planning and building and just go
through things with them, to find out what’s holding up
those permits,” Haschak said. “Is it a communication
gap? Is it the applicants? Whatever it is, let’s find out
what it is and let’s get this going.”
Asked for his views on the array of cannabis
ordinances created by the county, Haschak said:
“What I’ve heard is, people think the main problem is
there is a real lack of consistency in the rules. There’s
been so many moving parts in the ordinance that
growers are reluctant to get into the system, because
they don’t know where the rules will be next week.”
Haschak expanded on his comments about climate
change. “I think, as a county, we can set goals on
limiting our impact on climate change. Although we
are a small county in terms of population, we can
be a model for other counties and for other states.
Remember, we were the first to pass Measure H, the
anti-GMO ordinance. We have to start somewhere.
“The most pressing issue is climate change and how
we deal with that,” Haschak said. “So, we need to talk
about how we are managing the forests, about access
routes and emergency evacuation routes – those
things that will help us survive if there’s a devastating
fire like we’ve seen too often in our neighboring
communities.”
Haschak attended a training for supervisors held in
San Diego in late November. He received training in
ethics, the Brown Act, the role of county government,
and how to work effectively within the county system.
“It was a good opportunity to network,” Haschak
said. “I met supervisors from Sonoma County, Lake
County and Trinity County, and we talked about our
shared interests. I think these connections I made in
San Diego will help in the long run.”
Asked about his personal plans, Haschak said he
will be continuing to teach, part-time, until the end
of January. After that, he will have to work only an
additional 10 days throughout the rest of the school
year.
“I probably will work as a teacher every other Friday
for the rest of the school year,” he said.
He added he has handed over the presidency of the
Willits Teachers Association to the vice president at
last week’s meeting of the executive committee.
In April of this year, Haschak effectively surrendered
the chairmanship of the California Teachers
Association’s Budget Committee when he didn’t run
for re-election. He said he plans to drop off the Budget
Committee of the state teachers’ association in 2019.
Haschak summed up by saying: “I’m looking forward
to getting to work for the people of the Third District
and the people of Mendocino County.”
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Willits High students
raise funds for
European trip by
offering
holiday gift
wrapping

Varsity Basketball |
Maddy Forrester, 16,
Junior
How Long Playing the Sport: “Since I
was five.”
Breakfast of Champions: Crepes
Love of the Sport: “I’ve just been
playing it my whole life. It’s my life style.”

By Hope Curtis, Willits Weekly intern

Other Sports Played: Softball and
volleyball.
Maddy is a team player. She is a good
athlete who will help the Wolverines in
our quest for league champions. She
scored 20 points in the first game of the
40th annual Potter Valley Fred Austin varsity basketball tournament and
was a contributor to taking first place.
– Submitted by Varsity Basketball Coach Fred Austin

Varsity Basketball | DJ Buzzard, 17, Senior
How Long Playing the Sport: “Ever since I was able to, probably around
5 years old.”
Breakfast of Champions: Life cereal.
Love of the Sport: “Just been
playing my whole life. I enjoy the team
camaraderie, and it keeps me busy and
out of trouble.”
Other Sports Played: Football and
baseball.
DJ plays forward and has over 100
points in our first 10 games. He is the
team’s leading rebounder and scorer as
well, with 8 third point shots made, and
he was chosen all tournament team at
Upper Lake. The team is 3-7 this year.
– Submitted by Varsity Basketball
Coach Mark Westerburg

Willits Weekly visited students Alyssa
Harries and Rhyann Whaley at their
fundraising gift-wrapping table inside
Mazahar on Saturday, December 1.
The students, members of the Willits
High School Art and Travel Group,
talked about their upcoming trip to
Greece and Italy. The students have
been fundraising for this trip, along with
other club members, including Breanna
Legere, Alyssa Fraser and Jada Smith.
Alyssa and Rhyann were wrapping
presents asking for donations. They
had a board set up with information
about the trip on the table. They will be
wrapping holiday gifts inside of Mazahar
again, on Saturday, December 22 and
Sunday, December 23, both days from
noon to 5 pm.
Willits High School students Rhyann Whaley, left, and Alyssa Harries
The trip is being run by Carolyn hold gifts they wrapped for a donation to their Willits High School
Bakewell, the art teacher at Willits High Art and Travel Group club for a trip to Greece and Italy.
Photo by Jennifer Poole
School, and advisor for the Willits Art
and Travel Group. Some of the places
The trip will be education-based, and the group
that they are scheduled to visit are Florence,
will
be studying culture and architecture. The trip
Giotto’s Bell Tower, Temple of Zeus, and many
isn’t
only reserved for art students, anyone can
more exciting places.
attend! Rhyann mentioned that she could be
The trip is scheduled for June 9 through June 22
Read the rest of
of 2019. When asked what the students were most
Wrapping Over on Page 11
excited for, Alyssa said: “Going out of the country.”
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Thursday, December 13
Twelve Days of Christmas Specials: Start looking
for fun store deals daily leading up to Christmas
beginning Thursday, December 13. Participating
stores: Willits Power, Moon Lady, Monkey Wrench,
Buttercups, Off the Cuff, J.D.
Redhouse,
Re-Evolution,
Cat’s Meow, Mazahar, Tango,
Mirror, Mirror, The Book
Juggler, and more. Check
out each store’s Facebook
and Instagram for details.
“Support the businesses in
your community by shopping
locally this holiday season.”
“The Cannabis Hour”: “Do
You Have a Clue? What’s
in Mendocino County’s
cannabis ordinance? Can
you guess which regulations cultivators hate the
most?” Attorney Hannah L. Nelson, who probably
knows more about this county’s cannabis ordinance
than anyone on the planet, will unravel some of
its mysteries on the Cannabis Hour, Thursday,
December 13, 11 am on KZYX Radio, 91.5-FM.
Find the archived show at http://jukebox.kzyx.org/.
Willits Farmers Market: The market is now indoors
at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street for
the winter, Thursday, December 13, 3 to 5:30 pm.
Winter veggies, local meats, sausage and eggs,
local grains, and savory and sweet baked goods,
including handcrafted bread. More: gift items, dog
treats, jams and jellies and savory preserves, olive
oil and balsamic vinegar, fair trade chocolates,
Willits-roasted coffee, tea, fire cider, crafts, knitted
goods and jewelry, live music, the new edition of
Willits Weekly, and more.
Sherwood Corridor Celebration: The Sherwood
Firewise Communities will celebrate the end of
high fire season with cake and other refreshments,
Thursday, December
13, 6 to 6:30 pm at
their monthly business
meeting, 6:30 to 8
pm at the Brooktrails
Community
Room.
Residents along the
Sherwood Corridor will
Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church receive an update of
803 Coast Street
SFC activities, review
P.O. Box 489, Willits
plans to prepare for
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
a safe fire season
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Pastor, Bill Nobles
in 2019. Current
Information: 456-9668
projects under way
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME
include securing and
Eckankar: The Path maintaining additional
of Spiritual Freedom firebreaks that are
i•Sound of Soul events
also passable travel
i•Membership Discourses
routes,
establishing
i•Spiritual Discussions
collection points for
i•ECK Light & Sound Services
More information?
Call 707-456-9934

Grace Community
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits
Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies
Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor
459-3106

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:
Saturday confessions - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass 9:00 a.m. English
10:30 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066
Church Services/Communion
& Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Healing Prayer 3rd Sunday
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

St. John
Lutheran Church
Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:
Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School
following the service.
(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714
Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Serivice - 10:45 a.m.
1st Sabbath of every month
family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

Willits United Methodist

A Christ centered, progressive church
ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)
Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School - 11:15 a.m.
459-2855
Facebook: www.facebook.com
If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com
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What’s Happening Around Town

residents in the event
of fire, and building a
robust early warning
communication system
that complements other
county agency systems. Everyone along the
Sherwood Road Corridor is invited.
Thursday Twinkle Sip & Shop:
Participating Main Street stores
open until 8 pm every Thursday
night during holiday season, with
special deals and drinks. Look for
lit-up Mason jars. Check downtown
merchants’
Facebook
and
Instagram pages for details.
’The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever’: Thursday, December 13.
The hilarious and heart-felt holiday
comedy at the Willits Community
Theatre, 37 West Van Lane (behind
Shanachie Pub). With a cast of 27, including 17
child actors, the story focuses on an annual church
pageant that is hijacked and turned upside down
by the Herdman kids, a rambunctious family from
the wrong side of the tracks who turn the opening
rehearsals into chaos. Through December 16,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 7 pm, and Sunday
matinee at 2 pm. Tickets $15 to $20, at Mazahar,
38 South Main Street; online at brownpapertickets.
com; or by phone 24/7 at 1-800-838-3006. Tickets
available at door until sold out.

Friday, December 14
Holiday Make and Take Craft Night: The Willits
Library in partnership with the Mendocino County
Library will host Holiday Make and Take Crafts at
390 East Commercial Street. Make whirly-gig toys,
holiday greenery swags, and snowman ornaments.
December 14, 5:30 to 6:30 pm.
Willits Weekly’s 6th Annual
Cookie Party: 6 to 8 pm at
Scoops Frozen Yogurt and
Deli. Come sample cookies
and vote for your favorite
in the People’s Choice
category or sign up to bake
and hopefully win one of
the perpetual tacky trophies
for “Best Decorated,” “Judge’s
Choice” or “People Choice”
titles. Baking and tasting is
free. Request an entry form at
willitsweekly@gmail.com or check out
Willits Weekly Facebook page and event page
“Willits Weekly Cookie Party” for more information.
Questions: 972-7047.
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”: Willits
Community Theatre, 37 West Van Lane (behind
Shanachie Pub), Friday, December 14, 7 pm. See
December 13 listing for details.

meaning. A deep and
powerful
transmission
of the message of the
Christ.”
Little
Lake
Grange, 291 School
Street, Room 4, Sunday, December 16, 5 to 7 pm.
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”: Final
performance of the run today: Willits Community
Theatre, 37 West Van Lane (behind Shanachie
Pub), Sunday, December 16, 2 pm. See December
13 listing for details.

Shanachie Pub: Los Troubadoux:
Friday, December 14, 9 pm. “Traditional
Covers & Original Songs in French,
Spanish, English, Portuguese and
Italian.” 50B South Main Street.

Commonwealth Garden.
Bundle up and enjoy some
festive holiday snacks
from Roots Restaurant
and warm up with a
cup of hot cocoa or hot
apple cider as you stroll
Saturday, December 15
through the enchanted
Meet Santa: Saturday, December 15,
winter wonderland.” At the
Tuesday, December 18
10 am to 2 pm at the Little Lake Health
Commonwealth Garden
Center, 45 Hazel Street. Bring your
Los Troubadoux
across from Adventist Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: All
kids down to talk to Santa and join
Health Howard Memorial. 2D movies that are in their second week are $5
the elves for some face painting and
Free for kids 12 and under; on Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre for all ages,
holiday crafts. With special guests: Little Lake Fire
suggested donation $5 for adults. Proceeds will all showings. This week’s Tightwad movies are:
Department and the Mendocino County Sheriff’s
“Creed II,” and “Instant Family.” For showtimes:
benefit the Caring Kitchen.
Office. 456-9600, littlelakehealthcenter.org.
www.noyotheatre.com. 57 East Commercial Street.
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”: Willits
459-6696.
Walk among Giants: Saturday, December 15,
Community Theatre, 37 West Van Lane (behind
10 am to 12 pm. Join Mendocino Land Trust for
Shanachie Pub), Saturday, December 15, 7 pm. KLLG’s 2nd Annual Children’s Christmas
a holiday hike to the Ridgewood Ranch Redwood
Party: Tuesday
See December 13 listing for details.
Grove. “Take a break from holiday
December 18, 2
Shanachie Pub: Emerald
errands and walk with us among
to 5 pm. Santa
City: Saturday, December
the towering old-growth redwood
and his favorite
15, 9 pm. “Emerald City
trees and share some hot cider.
elf will be at
is three local musicians
An easy, family-friendly 1 mile
the
station.
playing original music,
hike to the redwood grove.” RSVP
Bring your own
a blend of classic and
required. This event is weather
camera.
At
contemporary rock with
dependent. 707-962-0470 or
the Little Lake
hints of R&B, folk, gospel
admin@mendocinolandtrust.org.
Grange,
291
Emerald City
and reggae.” 50B South
Parking instructions provided.
School Street,
Main Street.
Room 10.
Cloud Crest, The Palaces Tour:
Live at Brickhouse Coffee, 3
Sunday,
South Main Street. Saturday,
Wednesday, December 19
December 15, 10:30 am to 12
December 16
“Talk About It”: KLLG Radio talk show, hosted by
pm. A traveling songwriter duo
Papa Joe, live every Wednesday 4 to 5 pm. KLLG
Holiday
Lights:
The
third
from Olympia, Washington.
-LP (97.9 FM). This week, December 19, features
Annual
Holiday
Lights,
at
Redwoods
KLLG Programmer Training:
the Commonwealth Garden. guest Cici Winiger, communications manager with
Saturday, December 15,
Hosted by the Frank R. Howard Adventist Health Howard Memorial.
1 to 5 pm at the Little
Foundation. Sunday, December 16 from 5:30 to 8
Lake Grange, 291 School Street. pm. See Saturday, December 15 listing for details. Thursday, December 20
“This is the first step to being a
Programmer: FCC rules, introduction Holiday Concert: Jazz Up Your Holidays: The Willits Farmers Market: The market is now indoors
to the studio and its equipment, Dorian May Quartet in concert featuring Dorian at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street for
introduction to Audacity Software, May on piano, Dorothea May on bass, Francis the winter, Thursday, December 20, 3 to 5:30 pm.
and an opportunity to discuss your Vanek on sax, and Jazz singer Sharon Garner. Winter veggies, local meats, sausage and eggs,
program idea with our Programming Sunday, December 16, 4 to 6 pm. Saint Francis in local grains, and savory and sweet baked goods,
the Redwoods Episcopal Church. Corner of Main including handcrafted bread. More: gift items, dog
Manager, Michael Foley.”
and Commercial Streets. A benefit for Willits Daily treats, jams and jellies and savory
Holiday Lights: The third annual Holiday Bread who provides free meals to anyone Monday preserves, olive oil and balsamic
Lights, hosted by the Frank R. Howard through Thursday. $10 donation requested.
Forrest &
vinegar, fair trade chocolates,
Friends:
Foundation.
Saturday,
Lord’s Prayer: Dances Willits-roasted coffee, tea, fire cider,
December 15 and Sunday,
of Universal Peace crafts, knitted goods and jewelry,
December 16, 5:30 to 8 pm.
invites you to experience live music, the new edition of Willits
“This holiday event is for the
the Lord’s Prayer in Weekly, and more.
whole community. Add some
its original language: Thursday Twinkle Sip & Shop:
sparkle to your holiday season
Aramaic. “Each line is Participating Main Street stores
and watch your children’s faces
taught and translated open until 8 pm every Thursday
light up for magical holiday
into its authentic mystical night during holiday season, with
light displays throughout the

special deals and drinks. Look for lit-up Mason
jars. Check downtown merchants’ Facebook and
Instagram pages for details.

Friday, December 21
Senior Center Holiday Bake Sale:
homemade Christmas goodies at the
Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel
Road, Friday, December 21. 8 am until
gone! 459-6826.
21st Annual Grade Two Holiday
Performance: Brookside Elementary
School, 1277 Blosser Lane. Friday,
December 21, enter at 10 am, program
begins at 10:15 am in the cafeteria.
24th Annual Winter Solstice Spiral
Dance: Friday, December 21, 7 pm.
“Welcome the Sun’s return with our
traditional storytelling of a midwinter tale,
candle lighting, and song, followed by the
Spiral Dance. The spark of yule turns our
hearts to gratitude in the cold & dark. Let
us celebrate our interconnectedness and
relationship to all Beings, the cycles and
seasons.” A benefit for the Grange. Doors
open at 6:45 pm. Sliding scale donation $5 to
$10, kids free. Little Lake Grange, 291 School
Street.
Shanachie Pub: Joe Tucky & Friends, Friday,
December 21, 9 pm. “Joe from Gypsy Thorns
will play folk mixed with Southern blue rock and
a good dash of Appalachian Soul.” Shanachie
Pub, 50B South Main Street.

Saturday, December 22
Holiday Shopping Bazaar: Leopold Collective,
109 North Main Street, offers a chance to
enjoy music, food and crafts and to do your
holiday shopping. December 8 and December
22, 11 am to 6:30 pm. Delicious treats and
refreshments by ToLove Cookery. Info and to
reserve vending spaces: 240-477-0629.
WHS Travel Club Package Wrapping: The
Willits High School Art and Travel Group will
be wrapping presents to earn money for their
upcoming trip to Italy and Greece, at Mazahar,
38 South Main Street. Saturday, December 22
and Sunday, December 23, 12 to 5 pm.
Shanachie Pub: Forrest
& Friends: Forrest Glyer of
Schindig and friends Malakai
Schindel, Sarah Rose,
Hope, Lhasa and Billie Kerr
come together for a night of
heartfelt original and familiar
folk Americana songs.
Saturday, December 22, 8
pm. Shanachie Pub, 50B
South Main Street.

AT THE MOVIES

‘Creed II’

The Story: Features Michael B. Jordan
as Adonis Creed. “Creed II” (2018) is
a sequel to “Creed” (2015). Both films
are sequels to “Rocky IV” (1985). That
flick featured Dolph Lundgren as the
homicidal Ivan Drago who said “If he
dies, he dies.” Drago
slaughtered Adonis’
Dan Essman
father Apollo, and
Columnist
now Drago is back
to his old killer tricks,
but this time with his own son Viktor, who
is muscled, murderous and monstrous,
but is actually kind of sweet. The flick
is chock-full of fisticuffs, family soap
opera, Eyes of the Tiger-type attitude,
and feeling strong now hero stuff, with
Stallone as Adonis’ surrogate dad.

Blood Drive
Challenge

Toy for Tots comes to Brookside
Brookside Elementary School, 1277 Blosser Lane, “is proud
to host a Toys for Tots Donation Box in the lobby at our school.
If you would like to donate a Christmas toy to a child in need,
please bring a new, unwrapped toy to the office by Friday,
December 14. We will deliver the toys to the county Toys for
Tots leader on December 16.”

My Thoughts:
The flick is
unsurprising, but
that ain’t bad.
The good guy
gets beaten half
to death by the
bad guy, then the
good guy beats
the bad guy
(who really isn’t
that bad), and
Rocky Balboa
helps. Stallone
is great. Michael
B. Jordan has
a great body
straight
from
the gym. Lundgren looks menacing,
but spiritually tired. Tessa Thompson
as Adonis’ sweetheart Bianca is quite
beautiful and sings well. All in all, for
those millions of fans who like the Rocky
movies, this flick will please you. As for
me: I enjoyed the flick, but I still miss
Rocky shouting “Adrian!”

Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Service
December 24
St. John Lutheran Church
will have its annual Christmas
Eve Candlelight service
featuring local musicians on
Monday, December 24, at 7
pm. The church is located at
24 Mill Creek Drive, 459-2988.
“All are welcome to celebrate
the birth of the Christ Child
with us!”

December 28
A Brickhouse Coffee holiday tradition. Ron O’Brien
and son, Loren Herz-O’Brien, along with son, Eric HerzO’Brien, bring entertaining stories, musical anecdotes
and music of all genres, from Willie Nelson to Igor
Stravinsky. Ron is an arranger and has been creating
music for half a century. Loren is a Willits High School
graduate and is currently attending the Bob Cole
Conservatory. Eric, a bassist of great skill, makes his
O’Brien family debut. December 28, 7 pm. 3 South
Main Street. $13 general admission in advance, $10
student/senior; $15 general at door, $12 student/senior.

Week of December 17
through December 21
Monday: BBQ Shredded
Chicken Sandwich
Tuesday: Asian Beef &
Broccoli
Wednesday: Spaghetti
with Meat Sauce

Tubby Tunes Holiday Music
Massacre radio show
December 21 & 24
The 30th Annual Tubby Tunes Holiday Music Massacre radio
show by Long John will never be mistaken for a traditional Xmas
music show ... no Bing Crosby, Perry Como, or Nat King Cole.
New songs are added to the broadcast every year. Friday,
December 21, 3 to 5 pm, Fat 99 KPHT-LP, 99.9 FM, Laytonville.
Monday, December 24, 3 to 5 pm, KMUD-FM, www.KMUD.org,
worldwide. (The KMUD broadcast can be heard for two weeks
afterward by going to kmud.org and navigating to the “Archives”
for December 24, 3 to 5 pm).

Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his
reality attenuated by the wisdom of the
imagination.
Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Senior
Center
Lunch

O’Brien & Sons
at the Brickhouse

Parents: Too graphically violent for little
children. 12 years old and up.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

December 26
The 13th Annual Bucket Brigade Blood
Drive Challenge. Wednesday, December 26,
1 to 5:30 pm, Little Lake Fire Department,
74 East Commercial Street. Give blood and
receive a special Bucket Brigade T-Shirt as
a thank you. For information on other blood
drives: vitalant.org, 877-258-4825. “Be a part
of something bigger than yourself.”

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Willits Weekly | December 13, 2018

Thursday: Country Fried
Steak
Friday: Chicken &
Noodles
Harrah Senior Center
serves lunch five days
per week from 11:45 am
to 1 pm. $6.50 for those
55 and older; $8 for those
under 55. Includes soup,
salad, entrée, vegetable,
dessert, and drink. Salad
Bar available all year. 1501
Baechtel Road. Info: 4596826.
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Sunday, December 23
WHS Travel Club Package Wrapping: at Mazahar,
38 South Main
Street.
See
December
22 listing for
details.
The Harrah
Senior Center
Holiday Raffle
Basket is stuffed
full of holiday
treats. Raffle
tickets, $1 each
or six tickets
for $5, are
available at the
Senior Center
front desk, 1501
Baechtel Road.
The center is
also selling
boxes of See’s
Candy, wrapped
for the holidays.
Info: 459-6826.

Ongoing Events
“Small Works”: Annual show of small items from members of the
Willits Center for the Arts, 71 East Commercial Street. Open 11 am to
5 pm, Wednesdays to Sundays.
”Promise of Paradise”: “In celebration and acknowledgement of
the people who launched this watershed movement in local history
a half-century ago,” KZYX Radio 91.5 FM is now airing “Promise of
Paradise: Back to the Land Oral Histories of Mendocino County,”
every Thursday at 3:30 pm.
”Being Still” Art Show: Paintings by Judy Chance Hope at
Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South Main Street. Exhibit through December
31.
Prints Art Opening: Local artist Jazz-minh Moore shows her prints
at ReEvolution Gallery, 15 West Mendocino Street. Works range from
portraits to non-figurative collages and tiny musician drawings. Exhibit
through December 31. www.jazzminh.com.
Vintage Toys Exhibit: The Mendocino County Museum, 400 East
Commercial Street, hosts an exhibit of vintage toys. Runs through
March 18, 2019. Explore toys of the past. Open Wednesday through
Sunday. 10 am to 4:30 pm. Info: 459-2736.
Brown Bag Lunch Program: Lunch served to the hungry in the City
Park across from the Willits Police Station every Saturday at 1 pm.
If rain: Under the overhang at City Hall, across the street. Served by
various community-minded organizations. For information, call the
Food Bank at 459-3333.
Boomer’s Friday Night Karaoke: 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday of every
month, Boomer’s Saloon, 45020 Highway 101, Laytonville. 9 pm
to 1 am. No Cover. 21+ Please bring I.D. Hosted by DJ-Ken Steely
Entertainment with KJ/DJ-Ken Steely & Anna. Come for dinner, stay
for the fun.
Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings at Howard Memorial Hospital:
Held once a week on Mondays, 6 to 7 pm in the Seabiscuit Conference
Room. Open to everyone and anyone who needs support recovering
from alcoholism. Info: Cici at 456-3591
Willits Farmers Market: Now indoors at the Little Lake Grange, 291
School Street, winter hours: 3 to 5:30 pm. Winter veggies, local meats,
sausage and eggs, local grains, and savory and sweet baked goods,
including handcrafted bread. More: gift items, dog treats, jams and
jellies and savory preserves, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, fair trade
chocolates, Willits-roasted coffee, tea, fire cider, crafts, knitted goods
and jewelry, live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
Emandal Chorale: The Chorale is open to all who wish to sing a
cappella songs of peace and justice. Every Wednesday from 5 to 6:30
pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Info: 367-1573.
Friday Potluck Bingo: Harrah Senior Center presents Potluck Bingo
on Friday nights. Doors open at 5 pm; games begin at 5:30 pm.
Minimum bingo buy-in $5. 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-6826.
Weekly Parkinson’s Discussion and Support Group: Every
Thursday, 10:30 to 11:45 am. In the Conference Room at Willits
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-1941.
German Conversation Class: Ongoing non-denominational German
conversation/book reading class is open to new members (middle
to advanced German speakers). No charge, but donations gladly
accepted. St. John Lutheran Church, 24 Mill Creek Drive. Mondays
from 7 to 8:30 pm. Info: Doris Wier, 456-9246.
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every Tuesday at 6:30
pm, at the Muse, 31 East San Francisco Avenue. Info: 456-9425 or
honemann@yahoo.com.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the Saint Francis in
the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 East Commercial Street. Every
2nd and 4th Friday. Free. Everyone is welcome. Info: 459-4932.
Willits Library Activities: Tuesdays: 3:30 to 4:15 pm, “The
Storyteller”: fun interactive stories. Wednesdays: 11 to 11:45 am “Play
Group,” and 3 to 4:30 pm “Lego Day” (bring your imagination and start
building); Thursdays: 3:30 to 4:30 pm “Therapeutic Coloring.” Willits
Library, 390 East Commercial Street. Info: 459-5908.
Willits Seed Lending Library: Offering information on seed saving
and gardening. Seeds of flowers, herbs, and vegetables are free to
seed library members, and seed donations are gladly accepted.
Al-Anon Meeting: Thursday nights from 5:30 to 6:30 pm at the
Baechtel Creek Village Community Room (behind Rite-Aid) at the
Evergreen Shopping Center. Saturdays at 10 am at St. Francis
Episcopal Church Fellowship Hall, 66 East Commercial Street.
“Al-Anon Family groups are a fellowship of relatives and friends of
alcoholics who share their experience strength and hope to solve their
common problems. We believe that alcoholism is a family illness and
that changed attitudes can aid recovery.
Drop-In Knitting Circle: Every Saturday of the month, from 2:30 to
4:30 pm at the Willits Branch Library, 390 East Commercial Street.
“Bring your own projects or your yarn and needles; we have people
who should be able to help solve problems and/or help you learn to
knit or crochet. Sign-ups are not necessary – everyone is welcome
to drop in.” Info: Lotus Baker at 456-9037, or lotusb3@earthlink.net.
Soroptimists International of Willits: Women’s service club aimed at
the betterment of girls and women. Meets second and third Tuesdays
of every month, noon to 1 pm, at St. John’s Lutheran Church Hall,
24 Mill Creek Drive. Women interested in community service are
welcome; new members are encouraged to join at any time.
Weekly Life Changes Discussion and Support Group:
Wednesdays from 10 to 11:30 am. In the Conference Room at Harrah
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from Smoking” class
sponsored by Adventist Health Howard Memorial. Every Wednesday
at AHHM’s Roots Restaurant, 1 Marcela Drive, 6 to 7 pm. Register
today: 540-4208. Walk-ins are always welcome.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body Works Gym,
1511 South Main Street. Teen gym: Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 3 to 5 pm. Karate: Thursday, Little Dragons-ages 3 to 6, 5:15 to
6 pm. Youth Karate-ages 6 to 11, 6 to 7 pm; Tweens to Adults-ages
11 and up, 7 to 8:30 pm. All SAL programs free to the public. Info:
www.facebook.com/MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague
or Mike Tobin: 354-0565.
Shanachie Pub: Tuesdays, 7 pm: “Wabi Sabi” with host Mitchell
Holman, formerly of It’s A Beautiful Day (“Whitebird”) features different
artists every week. Singer-songwriter Aaron Ford every first Thursday
at 7:30 pm. No cover. Jazz Night every second and fourth Thursday.
8 pm. “Local musicians … take jazz standards and infuse them
with funk, hip hop, world, and free form jamming. The outcome is
unexplainable.” Open Mic Night every Wednesday. Sign up for the
lottery for 20 minute time slots from 3 pm, when the Pub opens, to
7:30 pm. Music starts at 8 pm. “An eclectic array of local musicians
and performers from around the world, often turning into an evening
full of unexpected surprises.” Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street,
behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.
Laytonville Farmers Market: Mondays, from 2:30 to 5:30 pm at
Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Local fresh fruits and
vegetables, artisan goat cheeses, ranch meats, eggs, handcrafted
clothing, live music and much more.

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

Congratulations

to George
Sirizzotti

Amazing!!
Beef Special

of Willits on his
100th birthday

Current Job Openings:

Former
Willits
Postmaster
George
Sirizzotti
celebrated
his 100th birthday,
November 28, 2018, at
an afternoon party at
St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church Parish Hall.
About 60 people
enjoyed cake and ice
cream, and coffee and
red wine, as well, said
Sirizzotti’s
nephew,
Denny McEntire, who
came back to Willits with
his wife, Linda, for the
event. “The cake was
provided by Jill Persico
of Loose Caboose,
and the flowers were
by Annette,” McEntire
said.
Sirizzotti, born in
1918, has lived in Willits
his whole life except the
years he served in the
U.S. Army.
Family, friends and
well-wishers enjoyed
hearing Sirizzotti say a
few words in response
to being introduced. “He
thanked everybody,”
McEntire said.
”He had a comical
little response – he has
a great sense of humor
– about how he didn’t
think he would live so
long. We had cake,
and a lot of visiting of
old friends, and just
what you do at a 100th
birthday party.”
– Jennifer Poole

John Ford Rancher’s
Choice Box: 50 pounds
of steaks, roasts and
ground beef. $300 ($6/
pound), amazing deal!
Natural
ranch-raised
grass fed beef, no
hormones or antibiotics.
Call now: 459-5193.

Above, from left: George Sirizzotti at bat during a Willits High School baseball game. Congratulations to former Willits postmaster George Sirizzotti, who celebrated his
100th birthday on November 28. George Sirizzotti enlisted in the U.S. Army
on January 21, 1941; he was the first Willits resident to volunteer for service
during that pre-World War II time.

‘Uncle George’s Life …’
Editor’s Note: Thanks to Gail Barrington, George
Sirizzotti’s niece, who wrote this account about
his life and times for the program for his 100th
birthday celebration.
By Gail Barrington
On Thursday, November 28, 1918, George
Sirizzotti came into this world as the second son
born to Mary Sirina Sirizzotti, 26, and Angelo
Sirizzotti, 36. Their first son, Henry, as well as
George, were born at home at 85 Alameda
Street in Willits, California, with the assistance
of a midwife. Both Mary and Angelo were Italian
immigrants arriving in America at Ellis Island
years apart only to meet later and marry.
Angelo worked for Northwestern Pacific
Railroad, which later became known as the
Skunk Train from Willits to Ft. Bragg. Mary was
a homemaker who would have two additional
children, Hilda and Marguerite. Marguerite
became known as Marge and then later
nicknamed “Boots” by her brother George given
she was frequently wearing boots!
Mary cared for their milk cow. Every day she
would walk their cow to the area near the railroad
tracks to graze. The cow also provided cream
and butter. Mary also cared for their chickens so
eggs were readily available.
I remember helping Grandma make ravioli
on a big table in the kitchen. Uncle George has
that table in his backyard. It’s not as big as I
remembered.
The Sirizzotti children all attended Willits High
School, now home of the Wolverines. George

loved sports including track and baseball, but
his favorite was basketball. WHS did not have
a football program at that time … just touch
football.
After graduating, George found employment
with Willits Ice and Soda Works where he
worked in the bottle room, in ice making and …
his favorite, making ice cream!
When the Willits Post Office offered an
examination for anyone interested in a mail
carrier position, George took the examination.
With his test score, he came in second. However,
the person in first place, who was offered the
position, decided to decline and pursue other
interests. George was hired! He spent a few
weeks as a mail carrier then was promoted to a
position inside the post office as a clerk.
While employed with the Willits U.S. Post
Office and anticipating he would soon be
drafted, Uncle George enlisted in the U.S. Army
on January 21, 1941 at Fort Ord, California.
He was the first Willits resident to volunteer for
service during that time. On July 5, 1941, George
participated in the largest military parade on
the West Coast with 17,000 soldiers and 2,000
military vehicles. The Seventh Division displayed
its might at the Fort Ord Review. George stated
it was his proudest moment in the military.
While at Fort Ord, he heard blaring sirens
and then an announcement that the Japanese
Air Force had attacked Pearl Harbor. It was
December 7th, 1941.
After completing basic training at Fort Ord,
George was assigned to the Sacramento Army

Depot. Other assignments included Sheppard
Field in Texas, Keesler Air Force Base in
Mississippi, and Ogden Defense Depot where he
also worked as a postal clerk.
In 1943 George’s unit was assigned to
Earekson Air Station on Shemya Island, located
in the Aleutian Islands in the Bering Sea. Their
mission was to secure the Aleutians and protect
the islands from being claimed by the Japanese.
George endured 23 days of pure misery during
their trip by ship from San Francisco to Shemya.
Many others were also “seasick.” Conditions
at Earekson were brutal. Temperatures were
consistently well below zero. George and his unit
endured those severe conditions for two years.
The challenge was such that soldiers couldn’t
leave their Quonset huts without the assistance
of grabbing stationary ropes during the blizzards
to avoid being lost in the blinding snow conditions
and quickly freezing to death.
George’s assignment was again to be a postal
clerk. George wasn’t fond of the food offered
in mess hall. In his position as postal clerk,
George was often witness to the excitement of
soldiers who received packages from home.
Those packages often included tasty food, and
his fellow soldiers didn’t hesitate to share their
“goodies” with George, often allowing him to
avoid mess hall.
It was during this assignment that George
realized he could purchase three candy bars for
Read the rest of

100 Years

Agricultural Measurement Standards
Specialist I - Full-time and Extra-help
Animal Control Officer
Animal Control Office-In-Training Extra-help
Application Developer/Analyst I/II
Assistant Clerk-Recorder/Registrar
Building Inspector I
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II
Eligibility Specialist III
Equipment Superintendent
Mapping Coordinator
Mental Health Rehabilitation Specialist
Registered Nurse
Road Maintenance Supervisor I
Road Maintenance Worker I/III/IV
Senior Library Technician
Supervising Public Health Nurse
For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

EOE

Computer Help
Need help with your
computer? I will come to
your home or business.
PC, Macintosh, Android
and
IOS
devices.
Repairs, configuration
and tutoring: $50/hr. Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
macamergin@yahoo.
com.

Benefit Concert for
Willits Daily Bread

Event Spaces
Available
Event spaces available
at the Willits Center for
the Arts! • Great Room
• Classroom • Ceramic
Studio For inquiries,
email
manager@
willitscenterforthearts.
org or call 4591726. For additional
information visit: www.
willitscenterforthearts.
org/rentals

December 16, 4-6 p.m.
Saint Francis Episcopal Church
Corner of Main and Commercial
Willits Daily Bread serves four evening
meals each week to hungry people, to
everyone and anyone, no questions
asked. “Jazz Up Your Holidays” with the
Dorian May Quartet. Familiar standards
beautifully sung mixed with some
lesser known Christmas Jazz.
$10 donation requested.

For Rent
1 bedroom house for
rent. Available Jan 1.
$650/month. No pets/no
smoking. Call: 707-4590373

Help Wanted
AH-Home Health & Hospice is looking to fill the
following positions: RN,
PT- OT- ST & HHA F/T,
P/T & Per Diem available. Call H/R Trudy at
707-456-3230 or apply
online at adventisthealth.
org.

Office Space
for Rent
1 large space 3400’.
Several small offices
100’ & 270’. Call Megan
972-8776 or Margie 4596874.

Organic Walnuts
Organic
Chandler
Walnuts from Lakeport,
about 5 weeks old (that’s
fresh). 10 lb bags in shell
$25., 1 lb bags shelled
$10. Brenda: 459-9335.

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent
Space for RV’s and
Trailers
$425
per
month, includes water
& garbage. Close to
Safeway in Willits. Call
Tony (707) 354-1848.
See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

SEWING AND
ALTERATIONS
Seamstress and Sewing
Teacher
Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:

Heartfelt
Counseling
Divora Stern LCSW, Energy Psychology, (707)
354-9911. Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, EFT,
Alternative
Modalities
Available Somatic/TRE,
Art As Therapy. Seeking
Help As A Strength. 716
S. Main Willits. Partnership & Medicare Accepted

Over on Page 15

Seamqueen.blog
707-367-6182, Willits

The Gift of Music
Consider giving the
gift of music-making
to a loved one this
winter. Music lessons
with Maggie Graham,
(Pianist, M.A. Degree).
Reasonable rates, rare
openings now. 4592305.

Help Wanted

707-459-2426 (H)
The rest of

Wrapping

Shuster’s Transportation,
Inc seeks Class A Drivers
for Full Time Chip Truck
position. Benefit package
includes medical, dental,
and holiday pay. Min 1
year experience and current DMV report required:
(707) 459-4131.

707-354-0520 (C)
From Page 7

Happy
Holidays!

Stop by and meet
Stephanie,
the new jeweler.
She is here to help you
with all your jewelry
purchases and
repair needs.
Kimberly’s Jewelry

75-A S. Main Street, Willits 95490
(707) 459-0111
Wed 10-5 ~ Fri & Sat 10-3
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They started out with
around just eight people
going, but that has recently
turned into 16, the students
said. If you are interested
in being an addition to this
trip (remember, it’s open
to everyone!) you can visit
the site www.explorica.
com or contact Bakewell
at
carolynbakewell@
willitsunified.com
with
questions.
The prices are lower
now than what they will
be as the date rolls closer.
Anyone signing up should
be prepared for 5 to 8 miles
of walking per day, and the
deadline is mid-May right
before the trip!
You will also find members
of the WHS Art and Travel
Club with information at the
guys’ basketball games,
December 20 and January
2, 4, and 5.

Traveling Notary Public:
Tabitha Sue Atkinson – “I
come to you” – Personal
Assistant; Driver, Office
Work, Blog Writer,
Organizer. Needlework
Tutor; Knitting and
Crochet. 707-972-4211

Help Wanted
Shelter Support Staff:
MUST HAVE excellent
computer skills, MS Office, Google, Excel, all
types of social media.
Must be comfortable
working with cats and
dogs on a daily basis.
Ability to lift 40 lbs. Ability to follow both written
and verbal directions and
work in a very fast paced
environment. Excellent
PR skills required. Previous experience working
in a shelter or animal
related field strongly
desired. Please apply
in person during regular
business hours: Wed.Fri., 1pm to 5pm, and
Sat.-Sun., 11am to 3pm.
Humane Society for Inland Mendocino County,
Redwood Valley Office:
707-485-0123.

considered an artist, if
crochet counted as art.

Beginning in 2019
Larry and Virginia are retiring
and then the shop’s new name will be
Diamonds & Gold.

Traveling Notary
Public

Volunteers Needed
Frank
R.
Howard
Memorial Hospital is
looking for positive
members
of
the
community to volunteer
in the gift shop,
information/greeting
desk, hospitality cart and
the garden. Hours are
flexible and can include
weekends. More info?
Call 456-3245.

Volunteers
Needed
Frank
R.
Howard
Memorial Hospital is
looking for positive
members
of
the
community to volunteer
in the gift shop,
information/greeting
desk, hospitality cart and
the garden. Hours are
flexible and can include
weekends. More info?
Call 456-3245.

Ads are $10 for
30 words for 2
weeks! Send us $10 for 30 words
yours now!
for 2 weeks

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Craft
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could be found at the
Sherwood School table.
Girl Scout Troop 10569
sold necklaces, soap,
candy canes, hacky sacks
and shrink art to help pay
for their upcoming trip to
Disneyland. The Willits
High School Art and Travel
Club was raising money for
their trip to Italy, for which
they are also wrapping
presents on December 22
and 23 at Mazahar.

Above: Colorful fire hydrants can be seen all over Willits, thanks to the “Paint the Town” project. Here are just some of the assortment of new designs.
Below: Local panoramas decorate the k-rails at the old Willits Cafe lot on the corner of Main and Commercial.

Each
vendor
was
expected to donate an item
from their inventory worth
at least $25 for a raffle to
be drawn on Sunday at
3 pm, creating quite an
impressive table of art.
Belt, as usual, donated
a lovely piece of ceramic
worth several hundred
dollars to benefit the Willits
Center for the Arts.

Photos by
Mathew Caine

Open House
WELL hosts packed crowd to celebrate
‘Paint the Town’ and Hub anniversary

Above: Clancy Rash, Helen Falandes and Kate Black of Just Enough entertain the attendees.

It was standing room only at WELL’s Open House on December 2. Approximately 60
interested Willits residents, mostly members of the organization, packed the house, just
south of Mariposa Market, to hear the latest on the group’s progress and the “Paint the
Town” project.
Mathew Caine
WELL, which stands for “Willits Economic Localization,” was
Features Writer
formed
in 2004 to help create an “enduring local economy that
mathew@willitsweekly.com
provides health and security for the community.” They do this
through education, various projects, and joining with other groups to promote local food,
water conservation, emergency preparedness, human and environmental health, energy
and transportation alternatives, local enterprises, and investments.
“We have worked on a lot of local sustainability projects,” explained Paul Jacobson,
member of the WELL Coordinating Committee member. “We work with the other members
of the Hub.”
WELL is headquartered in the Willits Hub on Main Street, formerly the Willits
Environmental Center, shared by various entities concerned with the economic and
environmental health of the city. The December 2 gathering was also to celebrate the
second anniversary of the Hub.
In addition to WELL, the building is home to the Willits Environmental Center, the Eel
River Recovery Project, the Mendocino Wildlife Association, and Social, Environmental
and Indigenous Justice. The Hub is an example of how several organizations can work
together for a common cause with varying approaches.
Following a tasty array of potluck foods, mostly organic, sustainable and local choices,
the attendees were treated to a few songs from Just Enough, a local folk group consisting
of Clancy Rash, Helen Falandes (who also sits in with Twining Time), and Kate Black.
Their intricate harmonies, professional musicianship, and humor lent an air of mellow fun
Read the rest of

WELL

Over on Page 13

The main draw of the fair
is the people – the artisans
who make the beautiful
items and gifts. In addition
to what they are selling,
they also all have stories
and a smile and a desire to
share. Anne Vander Horck,
back with her traditional
sewn goods, with designs
handed down from her
grandmother,
offers
handmade dolls, clothes,
potholders, hats, bibs and
many “soft fuzzy things.”
Evan and Adrienne
Kavasi of Arcata were
back with their amazingly
stunning night photos,
impeccably printed on
canvas and metal. Terry
Appleberry of Lakewood,
offered her found-wood
items made by gluing
scraps of black walnut and
other durable woods.
Janae Stephens, a Willits
resident, had organic
cotton clothing for sale in
“feel good” styles. Garry
Colson of Redwood Valley
displayed the beauty
of the area in acrylics,
pastels, watercolor and
ink. Shannon Furr, a local
entrepreneur,
diverged
from her usual healthy dog
treats to offer Christmas
baskets chock-full of
various goodies. Dye
Versions, from Pearl Marill,
sold softly colored attire.
David Rice, The Pickle
Man, was back with pickles
made of olives, garlic,
asparagus, green beans,
okra, kimchi, and almost
anything imaginable. “If it
fits in a jar, I’ll pickle it,” said
Rice.

At left: Paul Jacobson, WELL board member and
project head, narrates the slide show.
Above: Aura de la Fuente and WELL board member
Laura Roland smile at WELL’s Open House on
December 2. Below: The dumpster at the side of the
Noyo Theatre reflects the theater’s new theme with the
aqua, maroon and gold of the main building.

Gregg Lindsley’s Earth
and Fire Pottery returned
with a selection of cups,
bowls and jars for making
kombucha
or
other
fermented foods. Wolfgang
Ronnefeldt, a local purveyor
of healing esoteric items,
and Mariposa Tie Dye were
there to show their goods.
Cynda Valle, a wellknown oil painter and onetime Willits resident who
now lives in Los Angeles,
came back to see old
friends and display her
work. She would love to
move back to Willits if the
opportunity arises.
Sky and Leah Emerson
of Summitside Photography
showed some stunning
photos from nature. Erwin
Ludwig of JandE Crafts
displayed some mysterious
and functional magnetic
stones. Several more
regional artisans were in
attendance.
The Holiday Craft Fair is
an event worth waiting for
each year. It is a display
of some of the best that
Northern California has
to offer in art, music and
community.
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to the evening.
Once the music was finished,
Madge Strong, Willits mayor
and member of the WELL
Coordinating Committee, took
the floor to explain current
projects and to introduce a
slide show, created by Laura
Rowland, which showed their
recent progress on the Paint
the Town project. Jacobson
narrated the fascinating and
colorful display of fire hydrants,
trash bins, water and gas pipes,
and store windows.
Rowland kept the slide show
moving as Jacobson continued
to tell of the history and the
progress of the project. “A year
ago we were holding brown bag
lunches at WELL to talk about
how to survive the bypass.
Lots of people had ideas for
beautifying the city and bringing
it more color. It was looking
rather drab two years ago
with the construction going
on. We started the ‘Thousand
Sunflowers’ project to just bring
color and life into the city.
“Paint the Town is a
continuation of that which will
benefit businesses by helping
Willits be a desirable place
to live and have a business,”
Jacobson continued. “There
still are a lot of empty buildings
on Main Street. Hopefully, our
project will bring a spark of life
and a change into the downtown
area. It’s a sustainable thing.
It’s a process that involves the
whole community. It’s not just
artists. It’s anybody who wants
to be involved. It’s a great asset
for Willits.”
Anybody with an idea and

some time can become involved
in the project. No prior design
submission is required to
“adopt” a fire hydrant. However,
an artist will need to submit a
design to Willits City Manager
Stephanie Garrabrant-Sierra, in
order to paint one of the many
trash receptacles available.
Fire hydrants in various
stages of completion can be
found around the city, mostly on
Main and Commercial streets.
Some of the participating
painters
include:
Paul
Jacobson, Dahvi Hooper and
Tyra Riley, Diza Hope, Brian
Weller, Kristen Lewis, Julia
Sotomayer, Divora Stern, David
Dominguez, Robin Goldner,
Aura de la Fuente, Robin
Coomer, Melanie Morrison,
Vanessa Hershman, and
Aura Whittaker (with her two Above: Members of the Willits American Legion Post 174 conduct a Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day flag ceremony in Willits.
daughters, Jade and Claire).
Also in evidence are the
k-rails in the old Willits Cafe
lot at Commercial and Main
Streets, by Rebecca DaunWidner, Ileya Stewart, and the
Willits High School classes of
Carolyn Bakewell.
This is a community project,
done with help from the Little
Lake Fire Department, Willits
Center for the Arts, the RevitED Committee and others.
WELL is currently working on
a $10,000 grant to expand the
Paint the Town project.
After the slide show at
the WELL Open House, two
members of the board, Laura
Rowland and Tim Rice, were
reelected in a unanimous vote.

Photos courtesy Willits American Legion Post 174

American Legion conducts
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
flag ceremony at Babcock Park

Members of the Willits American Legion Post 174
conducted a “brief” flag raising ceremony at Babcock
Park, at 8 am, on Friday, December 7, in honor of
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.
A “brief” flag raising, explains Roger Ham,
adjutant for Post 174, is “raising the U.S.
flag to full staff, then returning it to half-staff
during the playing of the National Anthem.”
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance
Day is observed every year in the United
States on December 7, the anniversary of
the surprise attack by the Japanese on Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, in 1941.

Amazing Dionysus

OBITUARY |

This handsome hunk goes by the name of Dionysus
which is an interesting place to start! He is an
impressive example of a dog in his prime! His shiny
black coat and regal stance gives you an idea of how
he sees the world. He’s a 2-year-old neutered male
who is a boxer/pit bull mix, and he loves to run and
play! He likes chew toys, playing fetch, and bouncing
around while expending all that energy one would
expect of a large dog at his age. He will need a large
yard, good fencing, and an owner willing to spend
time exercising and training this amazing young dog!
He is both beautiful and sweet, so come visit him to
see if he’s the one for you!
The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino County
is located at 9700 Uva Drive, Redwood Valley. Open
hours: 1 to 5 pm, Wednesday through Friday; and 11
am to 3 pm, Saturday and Sunday. Please give us a call at 707-485-0123 if you have
questions. You can view all our adoptable dogs and cats on Petfinder or through our
website: mendohumanesociety.com. To volunteer or help take the dogs for a walk, please
join HSIMC on Sundays at 11 am for an orientation.

Dapper Rain
This dapper dude-dog is Rain, and he’s one happy
and energetic young guy. Rain is quite the goodlooking dog, with a shiny black coat and sweet brown
eyes. Rain was very playful with Chipper, the shelter’s
large, fluffy tester dog, when the two met during
Rain’s evaluation. Rain is a 1-year-old neutered male
who currently weighs 50 pounds.
The Ukiah Shelter is located at 298 Plant Road in
Ukiah. Adoption hours are Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday from 10 am to 4:30 pm, and Wednesday
from 10 am to 6:30 pm. To view photos and bios of
some of the other wonderful adoptable animals here,
please visit at: www.mendoanimalshelter.com. More
info about adoptions: 707-467-6453.
The rest of

Works

Franklin Delmer Hoaglen of Covelo passed away
November 30, 2018 at the age of 82. He was born March
21, 1936 to Acie and Pearl Hoaglen. He married Chere
Powers on March 4, 1977 in Ukiah. Franklin was a
decorated officer in the Army Rangers during the Korean
conflict.
He was a 30-year member of the Labor Union working
in sawmills up and down the northwest coast of Northern
California. He was a member of the NRA. In his younger
days he enjoyed saddle bronc riding, bareback riding, and
rodeos. He also enjoyed fishing, hunting, and collecting
cars; he was
“Covelo Pawn Shop” – LOL!
Frank was preceded in death by his parents, Acie and
Pearl Hoaglen; seven sisters and four brothers; and a son,
Charlie, from a previous relationship.
He is survived by his sons, Justin and Delvin Hoaglen;
grandchildren: David, Damiana, Frankie, Mia, Elizabeth,
Chase, Austin, Devlin, Kayden, Ella and Kyra Hoaglen;
brothers, Acie Hoaglen, Jr. and Arvid Hoaglin, Sr.; nephew,
Arvid Hoaglin, Jr.; and, happily still doing well, Uncle
Claude Hoaglen.
The funeral service was Friday, December 7 at the
Round Valley Methodist Church in Covelo.
Arrangements under the care and direction of AnkerLucier Mortuary.

From Page 5

smartly decorated the galleries for the
holidays. He took Willits Weekly for a small
tour and explained, “There are about 50
artists who participate, and it’s surprising to
see all the variety of work that the members
have to offer this year.” He paused at Eva
Strauss Rosen’s framed graphite drawings
and said she will be having a one-person
show next year.
The 16-by-20 inch or smaller pieces of art
showing at the center include handblown
Christmas ornaments; traditional French
beaded flowers; small quilts for the wall and
other fiber art; 3D hanging glass sculptures;
at least two photographers showing photos
printed on metal – “They’re getting a lot of
attention this year,” said Martin; jewelry for
everyone’s tastes, including some made
from paper; watercolor and oil paintings,
even tiny; and so much more.
“It’s our biggest show for the year. The
money we make helps with the yearly
operating expenses to keep our doors
open,” Martin said.
There was a decorated Christmas tree
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Franklin Hoaglen

with art for sale under it in the classroom
where refreshments were served. Instead
of catered tidbits, each artist in the show
was invited to bring something to share so
the table was spread with tasty homemade
offerings.
Each was delightfully varied from the
next: from spicy lemon-cucumber pickles,
dips and veggies, cookies, crackers and
cheeses, to a creamy squash pie. Cindy
Morninglight, with her faithful crew of
volunteers, kept the tables full throughout
the evening. A variety of white and red wines
and beers were offered for a donation.
The WCA “Small Works” show will be
open regular hours through December 30.
It’s a perfect place to shop for local, one-ofa-kind, holiday gifts.
Willits Center for the Arts is located
at 71 East Commercial Street. Gallery
hours are Wednesday through Sunday,
11 am to 5 pm. Call 707-459-1726 or visit
www.willitscenterforthearts.org for more
information.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Willits Weekly
The locally owned
newspaper!
REMINDER:
December 20, 2018 will
be our last edition of the
year, and we will resume
printing on January 10, 2019

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Pg. 13

The rest of

Experience the
Wonder

Jason
Wells,
CEO of
Adventist
Health
Howard
Memorial.

13th Annual

Bucket Brigade
Blood Drive Challenge
Little Lake Fire
Wednesday, Dec. 26, 1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
74 E. Commercial Street, Willits

Find other blood drives near you
vitalant.org or 877-258-4825

The new name for Blood Centers of the Paciﬁc

707-459-9385
yokumsbodyshop.com

The rest of

100 Years

Handcrafted Christmas and gift items of all kinds
filled tables at the Senior Center craft faire
Beautifully handcrafted items were on display during the Harrah Senior Center
Holiday Craft Faire on Saturday, December 1. Local artisans offered various gifts
made with care; cozy knitted and crocheted items, beautiful jewelry, incredible
rolling pins, adorable dolls, lovely ornaments and papercrafts, pretty paintings,
intricate quilts, tasty treats and delicious canned favorites (including maple syrup
from Ohio!), terrific upcycled bags, pottery, dream catchers,
Danya Davis
and more.
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com
A variety of styles and textures meant there was
something for everyone.
A Brown Bag raffle fundraiser to support the Harrah Senior Center was held
during the fair. Vendors donated items that guests could potentially win. Each prize
had a brown paper bag in front of it, participants placed raffle tickets in the bag(s)
of the items that they desired, and the lucky winners were drawn at the end of the
afternoon.
The wonderful Christmas Store was open for shoppers as well. Lovely holiday
décor and gifts were available to create a festive feeling.
The Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road, is selling boxes of See’s Candy,
wrapped for the holidays. Ask at the front desk. There a Holiday Raffle Basket
up for grabs, too, with stuffed full of holiday treats. The drawing is December 21;
tickets are $1 each or six tickets for $5.

Photos
by Danya
Davis

“Puppy Holidays!”
Happy holidays and warm
snuggles with your dog
from all of us at
Stay and Play Dog Care.
Thank you for letting us
love your dog.
At top: An exquisite beaded necklace made by Nancy Butler.
Above, from left: Lovely jewelry by Pam’s Pretties, donated to the
Brown Bag Raffle. Shoppers browse by the incredible “Fuchsia
Stars” quilt being raffled off by the Brooktrails Women’s Club.
Gorgeous dream catchers made by Olga Land.

707-459-1377
Donna Blake, Owner
Reservations
Required!

BUD GARMAN
C O N S T R U C T I O N

S E R V I C E S ,

I N C

Lic# 679517

Holiday
Bake Sale

December 21
8 a.m. until gone

Holiday Basket Rafﬂe

Tickets are $1 Each
or 6 for $5
Drawing to be held
December 21

Christmas Jackpot Raffle
Guess the dollar amount in the Jim Beam bottle
on the front desk (bottle is full of quarters).

707-459-5859

Tickets are $3 Each or 2 for $5
Drawing to be held December 21

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery
24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS
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expansion of Ukiah Valley’s Emergency Department
and Intensive Care Unit.

“In today’s healthcare industry it takes all of
us working together to manage the health of our
populations. By aligning these two campuses under
one vision and creating a unified voice across the
county, we will be able to extend our mission of
inspiring health, wholeness and hope for more
people throughout Mendocino County,” commented
Scott Reiner, Adventist Health CEO.

New president Wells shared: “Gwen’s vision for
innovation and passion for the underserved has
already paved the way. It is a great foundation
for us as we open a new chapter for growth and
collaboration across the county. By having one
leadership team county-wide, we’ll be even stronger.
I am looking forward to deepening our relationships
with our community partners so we can continue this
journey of transforming the health of our community.”
“While I will miss working with Gwen Matthews
as we have done so collaboratively over the years,”
said Camille Schraeder, Adventist Health Howard
Memorial Community board member and CEO of
Redwood Community Services. “I am excited to see
Adventist Health unify in Mendocino County. Bringing
the care, service and guidance under one voice
and under Jason Wells’ direction, I am confident
this will address the critical needs of our county
while expanding services to address homelessness,
mental health, medical care and other community
needs,” Schraeder said.

1501 BAECHTEL RD. • WILLITS
707-459-6826

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

The community is invited for an open house to
meet the new combined leadership team. The open
houses will be held on Tuesday, February 5 at 5:30
pm in the Glenn Miller Conference Room at Adventist
Health Ukiah Valley and on Wednesday, February 6
at 5:30 pm in Roots Restaurant at Adventist Health
Howard Memorial. At these events, community
members and leaders can ask questions and share
feedback on how the hospitals can best serve both
communities.

This decision comes shortly after Gwen Matthews,
president of Adventist Health Ukiah Valley, announced
her retirement. Matthews has held the role as
president for more than seven years and has been
credited with the expansion of many new services,
including a Street Medicine Program, which provides
health care and other services to the underserved,
the launch of a new Family Medicine Residency
Program, and the recent completion of a $55 million

Old-Fashioned
Holiday

1619 South Main Street • Willits

best practices, and strengthen its partnerships to
address the most critical issues countywide.

“Additionally, the hospital will be recognized in
early 2019 by Centers for Medicare and Medicaid for
achieving a five-star hospital rating in quality, a rare
accomplishment in the healthcare industry. Jason’s
expertise, coupled with his strong focus on community
outreach, patient experience, physician recruitment,
and passion for driving exceptional outcomes, is key
to our success,” stated Jeff Eller, president, Adventist
Health Northern California Region.

Give and receive a special Bucket Brigade T-Shirt
as a thank you.

Tell the Insurance
“I Choose Yokums!”

From Page 1

“Jason is a natural fit for this new leadership role.
He is gifted at bringing people together towards
a unified goal. Under his leadership at Adventist
Health Howard Memorial, patient satisfaction scores
placed the hospital in the top decile in the nation
and employee engagement scores are the highest
performing in all of Adventist Health.

Above, left: Paintings of flowers by Danya Davis. Above, right: A darling display of paper butterfly magnets made by Sharon Rowe,
center. Below, left: Delicious treats tempting shoppers at the Sober Grad fundraising table. Below, right: A lovely selection of knitted
hats and scarves made by Kasey Hollifield. At right, bottom: Adorable Raggedy Ann dolls and pretty purses are a few of the items
offered by Homemade by Teresa.

Be a part of something bigger than yourself.

Wells
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Changes

10 cents and then sell them for 10 cents each. Great return on
his investment. George’s monthly military pay was $17.
Uncle George received an “Expert” rating in the use of four
different weapons during his training and service. It was during
those two years of service that George injured his left knee while
participating in a training exercise. However, he continued to
serve and endure the intermittent pain until he completed his
military service in August 1945.
Shemya Army Base was later abandoned due to the
unbearable weather conditions.
Upon discharge, when George returned to Willits, he again
found work as a U.S. Postal Clerk in the Willits Post Office. It
wasn’t long before George was promoted to Willits postmaster.
George enjoyed playing cards at the card room his brother,
Henry, managed. The card room was located in the Traveler’s
Hotel on South Main Street. George would often enjoy a meal
at Elmo’s restaurant just across the street from Traveler’s Hotel.
It was at Elmo’s that George met Mable Olsen, Elmo’s sisterin-law. Mable lived in Santa Rosa, but worked often for Elmo.
George and Mable would frequently meet in Cloverdale until,
eventually, Mable moved to Willits. George and Mable were
married in Reno in 1952. Mable’s daughter, Larsine, 7, stated, “I
finally have a Daddy!”
Shortly after George and Mable married, it was determined
that George needed surgery to repair his left knee that was
injured while serving in the Aleutian Islands. George’s surgery
was performed at Fort Miley Veteran’s Hospital in San Francisco.
George and Mable had no idea that when George woke from
his surgery, he would find himself in a full body cast from his
ankles to his shoulders. He endured this unimaginable cast for
four months. Mable drove from Willits to San Francisco every
weekend to visit with George. It was another two months before
he was released.
Doctors had fused his left knee in a manner that his left leg
could not bend. His left leg was now 1 inch shorter than his right
leg. Despite these challenges, George always had a smile on his
face and the determination to enjoy every day.
George and Mable enjoyed big band music including Tommy
and Jimmy Dorsey, Artie Shaw, Benny Goodman, the Lennon
Sisters and many other musicians of the ’40s and ’50s. I would
often catch him singing or humming during our visits as he walked
down the hall, and hear his music playing in the background
when I called.
George retired from Willits Post Office in 1972 after 34 years
of service. For more than 30 years, George and Mable would
meet every Saturday for dinner and dancing at the Broiler
Steak House in Ukiah with lifelong friends including Loraine and
George Loser, Wally and Beverly Anderson, Neil and Aurora
Camp, Stan and Doris DeLong, as well as others. Long after
most tired of dancing, Aurora would grab George’s hand and
they would dance and dance. Once they received a round of
applause when they had the floor to themselves as they dance
the rumba! Yes, the rumba!
Uncle George also enjoyed meeting his good buddies for
coffee every Monday and Thursday afternoon. I was privileged
to join those youngsters a time or two. Uncle George considered
anyone 80ish or less to be a “youngster!” For many years there
were eight to 12 attendees.
One time, Uncle George and I planned a surprise for his coffee
buddies. I arrived after they were all seated and sat in a corner
where Uncle George could see me.
When the time was right, I walked up behind Uncle George,
wrapped my arms around him and kissed him. His buddies just
stared … speechless. Uncle George started to giggle and giggle!
Me, too. Then he introduced me as his niece, Gail. We still giggle.
George and Mable were blessed with more than 56 years of
marriage. Mable loved to garden as evidenced by their amazing
yard. Mable enjoyed working for more than 16 years at Sydney’s
Department store in downtown Willits.
Mable suffered a stroke and was cared for by George until
it was necessary that Mable be transferred to a skilled nursing
home. Sadly, Mable passed away in 2008 at the age of 93.
To this day, George will say, she is the love of my life. I am
confidant Mable wouldn’t hesitate to state George was the love
of her life.
As we end every phone call and every visit, I say: ”Uncle
George, I love you, more!” Uncle George would say, “I don’t think
so! Goodbye, Sweetie!”
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the sensitive receptors from which any commercial
cannabis cultivation site must be separated by at least
1,000 feet.
The requirement that all outdoor cannabis grows
must be surrounded by wildlife exclusionary fencing has
been removed, although the requirement that outdoor
cannabis grows must be surrounded by fencing at least
6 feet high remains.
The requirements for a nursery permit have been
streamlined. Several paragraphs regarding regulation
of seed production have been replaced with language
stating that “seed production activities, if any, shall be
described in the application for a Type 4 permit.”
However, the tiered system whereby nursery
production might occur on fewer than 10 acres, which
was requested by the board of supervisors on November
16, was not presented to the board for review. Deputy
County Counsel Matthew Kiedrowski said he would
bring language describing the tiered system forward for
the board’s consideration at a future meeting.
The requirement that cultivators “enroll in and comply
with all the requirements of any track-and-trace system
adopted and implemented by the county” was replaced
with the requirement that growers “enroll in and comply
with the requirements of any track-and-trace system as
designated by the county to track the production and
distribution of cannabis.”
Although not clearly stated in the revised ordinance,
this means the track-and-trace system designated by
the county will be Metrc, the system used by the state
of California.
Language clarifying that growers need not pay an
annual permit fee after the first year was added to the
ordinance. The new language states: “Once a permit
is issued, the permittee may renew the permit upon
submission of a renewal application and payment of a
renewal fee.”
Language requiring that, for tenants in common,
each permittee must have a separate dwelling unit was
removed from the ordinance. Language allowing any
permitted cultivator to file a notice of non-cultivation
once every five-year period was added to the ordinance.
More than a page of text describing what kinds of
criminal activity will disqualify a cultivator from obtaining
a permit to cultivate was added to the ordinance.
The new language states an application shall be
denied if a person has been convicted of a crime listed
in subsection (b) (4) of Section 26057 of the California
Business and Professions Code; or if the person had
been convicted of a crime in some other state or country,
which, if committed in California, would have constituted
a crime under that section.
Crimes noted in Section 26057 (b) (4) include violent
felony, serious felony, fraud, deceit, embezzlement
or use of a minor in transporting, carrying, selling or
preparing cannabis for sale.
The new section states applicants shall not receive a
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permit if he or she either had been convicted or worked
as an employee of a person who had been convicted, of
two felonies for violations of California Health and Safety
Code Section 11358, which includes environmental
crimes listed under California Fish and Game codes
1602, 5650 or 5652.
Section 1602 refers to illegal water diversion, Section
5650 to water pollution, and Section 5652 refers to
dumping garbage or leaving polluting materials within
150 feet of a waterway.
The new language also states that growers will be
debarred from receiving a permit if they have been
convicted of a felony offense, after January 1, 2018,
for violations of California Health and Safety Code
sections 11358 (illegal cultivation of cannabis), 11359
(possession of cannabis for sale), or 11360 (illegal
transporting of cannabis, including bringing cannabis in
from out of state), or has been convicted at any time
of crimes listed under sections 11366, 11366(5) (b) or
11366 (5) (a) of the same code.
These crimes include Section 11366, maintaining
a physical space for unlawfully selling, giving away or
using any controlled substance; Section 11366(5) (a)
maintaining a physical space to manufacture cannabis
products; and Section 11366(5) (b), property owners
who knowingly allow a physical space to be fortified to
resist the entry by law enforcement, so that either they,
a renter or a lessee may profit from the sale of heroin,
LSD, amphetamine, methamphetamine, cocaine or
cocaine-derived products.
This section was added to conform to state language
regarding prior criminal activity and incorporated
recommendations submitted to the board of supervisors
by District Attorney David Eyster.
During discussion regarding the ordinance changes,
supervisors debated the requirement that any cannabis
cultivation site shall not be visible from a publicly
travelled roadway.
Mendocino County Planner Jesse Davis told the board
he was troubled by the regulation, because in a hilly
county like Mendocino it was impossible to guarantee
that all cannabis grows would not be visible from all
publicly travelled roadways.
After some back and forth, Third District Supervisor
Georgeanne Croskey said she thought the requirement
should be removed from the ordinance. First District
Supervisor Carre Brown agreed with Croskey.
Fourth District Supervisor Dan Gjerde dissented
from that view, and Second District Supervisor John
McCowen agreed with Gjerde at first. The board
seemed deadlocked, and board Chairwoman Croskey
told Davis the item would have to be brought back for
further consideration next year.
But McCowen changed his mind and agreed with
Croskey and Brown. So, the requirement that no
cannabis cultivation sites may be visible from a publicly
travelled roadway was removed.

Former postmaster George Sirizzotti, center, at his 100th birthday at St. Anthony’s
Parish Hall, with his old friends Paul Ubelhart, left and John Figg-Hoblyn.
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Stuffing
Stockings

Clockwise from below, left: Willits Frontier Days Juniors and
helpers sit around the table decorating horseshoes for sale at the
Santa photo event, including, sitting from left: Katie Spackman,
Carrie Lambert, Natalie Spackman, and Brian Spackman, and
standing behind: Elana Arkelian, left, and her sister, Lisa Arkelian.
Dr. Alfred Kerr stands with Morgan Riley, left, Danielle Barry, and
Claire Brackett, right, along with the 250 donated toothbrushes
from Dr. Kerr’s dental office. Claire Brackett and Morgan Riley stuff
stockings for the Willits Christmas Children’s Program. Grocery
Outlet crew members pose with the $300 worth of stocking
donations gifted from the store. Willits Frontier Days Juniors stand
with the decorated horseshoes and rope wreaths they made to sell
at the Santa Photo event.

Willits Frontier Days Juniors Club
takes on task to give stockings
to kids in need this holiday
Christmas should include stockings, too, was the
general consensus of the Willits Frontier Days Juniors Club
members who decided to make sure that each recipient of
the Willits Children’s Christmas Program would also receive
a stocking stuffed full of goodies this holiday.
While the club did spend some of their own hard-earned
money to fill the stockings (they raised over $600 from
the Santa Photo fundraiser on Friday, December 7 at J.D.
Redhouse and their horseshoe sales!), several generous
donations came in to help the kids with the job.
The Time Bandit donated 250 empty stockings; Dr. Alfred
Kerr D.D.S. donated 250
toothbrushes; Grocery Outlet
donated $300 worth of items;
and the Willits Frontier Days
Beer Crew donated $200
towards filling the stockings.
Stocking contents include
toothbrushes and paste,
crayons, coloring and reading
books, stuffed animals,
little games, gloves, hats
and more. Stockings will be
delivered with the gifts from
Santa on Christmas Eve.
– Maureen Moore

Below: Natalie and Brian Spackman hold one of the horseshoe
ornaments he made for the sale. At bottom: Danielle Barry, Claire
Brackett and Morgan Riley drop off stuffed stockings at the Willits
Christmas Children’s Program at the old Howard Hospital site.
Photos
by Marcy
Barry

AT LITTLE LAKE HEALTH CENTER

Saturday, December 15th
10am TO 2pm

Bring your kids down to talk to Santa
and join the elves for some face painting and holiday crafts!
SPECIAL GUESTS: Little Lake Fire Department and Mendocino County Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce

Traiga a sus hijos para hablar con Santa y sus elfos y acompáñenos
a pintar caras y a hacer actividades para las ﬁestas!
INVITADO ESPECIAL: Little Lake Fire Department and Mendocino County Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce

Come see the specials each day at:
45 Hazel St, Willits, CA 95490 • (707) 456-9600 • littlelakehealthcenter.org
MCHC Health centers is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

ER Crow’s Nest | UKIAH | 707-462-9676
Safeway Shopping Center | WILLITS | 707-459-9700

SPIDER-MAN: INTO
INSTANT CAPT.
MARY
POPPINS
AMERICA:
RIO2
CREED
II
TRANSCENDENCE
Winter
Soldier
THE SPIDER-VERSE
FAMILY
RETURNS
57 East Commercial Street - Willits

707-459-NOYO (6696)
www.noyotheatre.com

VIDEO GAMES
ON THE
BIG SCREEN
Starts
Friday,
Dec.
21st:

AQUAMAN

EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

(PG)
(PG 13) 2 hrs
1 hr 57 mins
Fri:
5:30 & 8:15pm
Sat:
2:45, 5:30 & 8:15pm
Sun:
1:45, 4:30 & 7:15pm
Mon-Thurs:
4:30 & 7:15pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel Movie
MovieTimes
Timesfor
for12/14
4/18 -thru
4/2412/20
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(PG13)
2 hrs 10 mins
Fri:
6:00 & 8:45pm
Sat:
3:15, 6:00 & 8:45pm
Sun:
2:15, 5:00 & 7:45pm
Mon-Thurs:
5:00, 7:45pm

(PG13)
1 hr 58 mins
Fri:
5:15 & 8:00pm
Sat:
2:30, 5:15 & 8:00pm
Sun:
1:30, 4:15 & 7:00pm
Mon-Tues:
4:15 & 7:00pm

(G) 1hr 45mins

STARTS

(PG WEDNESDAY
13) 2hr 16mins
DEC. 19

(PG) 2 hrs 10 mins
Wed/Thurs:
4:10 & 7:00pm

Tightwad
This Week’s
TightwadTuesday
TuesdayTitles
Titlesare
are in
in RED
RED - All
All tickets: $5
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