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Above, from left: The
Mendocino features a fireplace.
The Cumberland’s open
concept. One of the Fairview’s
bedrooms.
At left: Barbara and Ed Mitchell.
Below, from left: Construction
on one of the new homes.
The staircase of the two-story
Tuscany. The living room of the
Tuscany.
At bottom, left: The neighborhood fills in as lots sell, and
homes are built and called
home by Willits community
members.
At bottom, right: Soak in the
light and the water from the
oversized tub in the Fairview’s
elegant bathroom.

Photos by
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Haehl Creek Homes

Development on the south end of Willits is getting close to completion
Haehl Creek Homes has hit an impressive milestone: 50 of
the 58 lots in the property development out near the new Frank
R. Howard Memorial Hospital have been sold, and most of
those homes have been built already.
“We’re probably going to sell the model homes next
summer,” said owner Ed Mitchell, “we really won’t need them
anymore. And whatever lots are left,
Jennifer Poole
we’ll build on and sell those homes,
Editor & Reporter
too.”
jennifer@willitsweekly.com

Mitchel, who with his wife,
Barbara, closed escrow on the Haehl Creek property in
October 2007, are pleased with the neighborhood they, along
with the new homeowners, have created. “The nice thing
about when you do this is that when you do infill development,
what you build is part of what the community already is, but
when you build 50 to 60 lots, you create a community.
“I know James [the Mitchells’ son, who’s come back to Willits
to live and work on construction and land development] and
Barb and I are proud of the way it’s turned out,” Mitchell said.
“It’s a very nice community for the City of Willits, an alternative
within the city. We really have everything, a community of all
ages: families with children, and older people. I think everyone
is pleased with how it’s turned out.”

70400 North Highway 101

Presented by:
Sharon Noah & Jake McFadden
Once referred to as Bell Glenn
Resort, this beautiful river front
property includes; 4 currently
rented units, 6 septic systems, 4
power meters and various rustic
cabins. Rural Community zoning
offers flexible land use
possibilities.

Proudly Offered at
$800,000

Sharon Noah
Direct:: 467-3617
Mobile: 489-0441
CalBRE# 01346114

Jake McFadden

Direct: 467-3619
Cell: 354-3874
CalBRE # 01701758

One of the nice things about the new neighborhood is that
it’s not only the residents who enjoy the wide new sidewalks,
good for walking, or the Haehl Creek Trail, built by volunteers.
“We get people every day who walk here, and walk that trail,”
Mitchell said. “People from Harrah’s Manor walk across the
creek to come walk here.”
Haehl Creek is next to the new Frank Howard R. Memorial
Hospital, and hospital employees and visiting families
enjoy walking in the neighborhood. Residents shop at the
weekly summer produce stand at the Hospital Foundation’s
Commonwealth Garden, and some enjoy volunteering in the
garden, too.
The 27-acre development has old trees on the boundaries,
winding streets, 11 acres of open space next to Haehl Creek
plus a small park, and beautiful homes in shades of grey,
green, slate, tan and a dark goldenrod. There are four models
of homes to choose from – different sizes and prices – and
once a lot is bought, the buyer chooses what model they want,
and their home is constructed for them.

Get your office, agents, open
houses and listings included
in our next edition on
January 12

Call for ad space:

April Tweddell
Willits Weekly
Ad Representative

707-972-2475
Call or email!

april@willitsweekly.com

“We do it all,” Mitchell said.
Read the rest of

Haehl Creek

Over on Page B7

Remodeling?
Showing Your
Home?
Need Extra Space?
Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: 5x5 to 12x40
Call for Availability & Rates

36 South Street  Willits, CA

261 Franklin Ave. • Willits • 459-2529

COLUMN | Selzer on Real Estate

State of
Insurance.
Lisa Epstein, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0G52382
733 S Main Street
Willits, CA 95490
Bus: 707-459-4044

Real Estate Investing – What
Are My Options?

I deliver both.
Take the guesswork out of your
insurance. Whether it’s your car,
home, life, or more, I can help you
feel good about your coverage, as
well as the price you’re paying.
GET TO A BETTER STATE .
CALL ME TODAY.
™

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm
Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL • State
Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI), State Farm Life and Accident
Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI), Bloomington, IL
1101258.1

Get your ad included in our next edition!
Just email

april@willitsweekly.com

BUD GARMAN
C O N S T R U C T I O N

S E R V I C E S ,

I N C

Lic# 679517

707-459-5859
Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery
24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS

How’s the
market?

GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

When it comes to real estate, you can invest in several
types of properties. The question is, why would you? The
answer is simple: because it can pay handsomely.
There are several different types of real estate
investments: single-family homes, duplexes, residential
buildings with five or more units, commercial
real estate, raw land, limited partnerships,
and notes secured by deeds of trust.
Most folks start with single-family homes
because they are less expensive than
other options and they are familiar to those
who have already purchased a singlefamily home as their residence. Frequently
the first rental you own was the house
you used to live in. When purchasing a
house for investment purposes, be sure
to do your homework, just as you would
if you planned to live there. Complete all
recommended inspections and listen to
your Realtor if he or she voices concerns.

with 20 percent down, your monthly payment will be about
$1,000. I recommend you also create a reserve fund to
save for the expenses mentioned above. Put an additional
$650/month away so you’ve got the money to pay for
property taxes and the maintenance that is sure to crop up.
While there are expenses associated with owning
a rental, there are certainly financial upsides. One of
those is the tax benefit of depreciation. Depreciation is
a bookkeeping expense that allows you to deduct the
value of improvements over time. As long as you take
good care of the property, it will last many years past the
“depreciable” life. Consequently, depreciation is only a
taxable expense, not a cash expense. This means, you
have the ability to save on your income tax expense to
the tune of $200 to $300/month. This savings pretty much
offsets your negative cash flow, and
income tax savings is a cash savings. You
can reduce your W2 withholdings or your
quarterly tax payments to provide cash to
deposit to your reserve savings account
for future property expenses.

So now, you own a $250,000 rental
property that takes no significant time to
manage or maintain, and that has about
a break-even cash flow. You invested
$55,000 (a 20 percent down payment
plus $5,000 in closing costs), and your
benefit is the potential appreciation in the
Richard Selzer
value of this property. If values rise at 3
Columnist
percent a year, that equates to $7,500
Less expensive properties are a good place to start per year on a $250,000 house—that means you made
investing for two reasons: they require a smaller up- $7,500 on a $55,000 investment or a 13+ percent return.
front investment, and they offer more bang for your buck This is called leverage. Compared to other investment
because they have a much better rent-to-price ratio. A options, real estate looks pretty darn good!
$250,000 house will probably rent for about $1,300/month,
In addition to the increased property value, rents also
while a $750,000 house will likely rent for $3,000/month. increase over time. And while expenses go up with inflation,
In addition to earning more income for the money you your mortgage payment (your biggest expense) is fixed.
invest, you’ll probably have shorter vacancies with a less
The bottom line is, if you can afford to buy a $250,000
expensive property. Far more people are in the market for
rental today, by the time
a $1,300/month rental than
junior heads to college in
for a $3,000/month rental.
10 to 15 years, you should
If we use a $250,000
have an asset capable
house in good condition
of paying for much of his
as our model, you should
education.
anticipate expenses in
If you have questions
the neighborhood of 3 to
about
real estate or
4 percent of the purchase
property
management,
price per year, or $7,500
please
contact
me at
to $10,000 per year. This
rselzer@selzerrealty.
includes taxes, insurance
com or visit www.
and maintenance costs.
realtyworldselzer.com. If
Taxes alone will run
I use your suggestion in
approximately
$3,000,
a column, I’ll send you a
and even though you may
$5 gift card to Roland’s
not spend the additional
Bakery. If you’d like to read
$4,500 to $6,000 every
previous articles, visit my
year, there will be years
blog at www.richardselzer.
when you need a new roof,
com.
new paint and new carpet.
This will make up for any
Dick Selzer is a real estate
money you didn’t spend in
broker who has been in
previous years.
the business for more than
On a $250,000 house

NOW OFFERING
SEAMLESS
ALUMINUM
GUTTERS
real roofing done once.
done right.
Dunlap

462-ROOF

Jake McFadden

Realtor Jake
McFadden

166 School Street

The real estate industry was never in the forefront of Willits
agent Jake McFadden’s mind, but when the time came to help his
aging grandmother, McFadden inadvertently started a career that
is still going strong more than 10 years later.
“My grandmother, Mary Vest, worked as an agent into her
80s and even had escrows going until she passed,” explained
McFadden.
“When she got to the point where she could no longer drive
and needed help with the day to day, I left Granite Construction’s
rock quarry where I was working on a D11 dozer, and became her
assistant, and chauffeur.” McFadden laughed.
After familiarizing himself with the industry through working with
his grandmother, McFadden felt he had a knack for the business
and could put his people skills to use. He decided to take classes
from Nash Gonzalez at Mendocino College and pursue his goal of
obtaining his real estate sales license.
He passed the exam and started working in 2005 with Garbocci
Van Housen Realty in Willits. Moving through several buyouts
and mergers, McFadden also spent time working for Century
21, Pacific Properties and, eventually, Selzer Realty where he
remains today.
While he likes to work with residential properties, he noted most
of his work has shifted recently towards ranch properties and
some commercial properties, too.
“The results of this fall’s election offer an interesting opportunity
for Willits to rebrand and restructure the face of the community,
and it could be really good if the city council embraces some of
the cannabis commerce,” explained McFadden. “I’m hoping it can
bring tourism, employment and an experience similar to visiting the
Napa Valley. I’m already seeing a large influx of “cannapreneur”
who are looking to bring lots of business to the community.”
In addition to McFadden’s real estate work, he and his wife,
Sheryl, have five children and co-own Room to Bloom Preschool.
The McFadden couple helped found the Willits Elementary Charter
School, and the pair are also involved in community events and
helping coach youth sports.
To connect with McFadden, contact him on his cell, 354-3874,
or at the office, 459-6175.
– Maureen Moore

Photos by
Maureen Moore

Property Stats & Facts
“Queen Anne” style buildings in America came into vogue in the 1880s, and continued
as the “style of the moment” into 1920. One century later, original Victorian homes
are still highly regarded as timeless architecture.
Reportedly built for Mrs. Hiram Willits • Originally single-family home, now two-unit
duplex • Situated on spacious double lot • Income property and residence • Live and
work with possible use permit • Currently zoned R2 • Listed at $335,000

40 years.

At top, from left: The antique doorbell affixed to the front door turns with a crank from the outside.
Realtors Jake McFadden and Sharon Noah are ready to open escrow on the Victorian. The custom
plaque applied to the front bay window. Above: The Queen Anne Victorian located at 166 School
Street. Below, left: Morning light pours into the living room and bedroom of the south unit. Double
doors and bay windows add to the charm of the rooms. Below, right: The cozy kitchen inside the
south unit features bright white cabinets, an electric stove and a breakfast nook.

Know Before You Buy
Financial Guidance for
Property Buying

SELZER REALTY

Sal Madrigal

Call today for advice

REALTOR ®/ CalBRE #01139481

Taxes | Investments | Insurance

36 South Street ● Willits CA 95490

855.240.6606

Office: 707-459-6175 ● VM: 707-467-3692
Cell: 707-354-1950 ● Fax: 707-472-2592
Each office independently owned and operated

madrigalsal@comcast.net
www.realtyworldselzer.com

Nicholas Casagrande, EA

nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com
nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com
EA # 105934 • CA DRE # 01854336 • Insurance LIC # 0H68496
675 S. Main St. Willits, CA 95490

CA. Lic. #806498

An Agent & A Property

WESTWOOD REAL ESTATE

Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered
through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS
Insurance Agency), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from
any other named entity.

Kent Westwood, Broker

MENDO REALTY, INC.

2311 Sq. Ft. • 4 bedrooms
3 bathrooms

(707) 984-7078
CalBRE #02005443

(707) 496-1144
“Zillow Premier Agents”
Pg.B2
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CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389 - Cell

225 Haehl Creek Ct.
Willits

CalBRE #01293875

Joe Morf, Agent

Tara Moratti

Broker-Associate

Price Reduction Today:

$467,000

24998 Brooktrails Dr.
Willits
3 bedrooms • 2 baths
Fully remodeled

$395,000

Specializing in Mendocino County Real Estate
www.LivInMendo.com • tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com
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SURVEY4WATER

Willits is a
‘giving’ town

FIND WATER BEFORE YOU DRILL

survey4water@comcast.net
survey4water.net

1025 Hearst Willits Road
Willits, CA 95490

CalBRE # 1712217

There are many ways to support your
community non-profits:
• Cash donation.
• Volunteering – from brain power to ticket
taking to transporting – the sky is the limit in
Hello Willits friends and neighbors: donating “time.”
Welcome to December’s column, the last of
• Donation of items – take a look on a
charity’s website to see a list of needs.
2016, and what a year it’s been!
Some things to keep in
I’ve been spending time
mind as you support:
in Willits for the last three
years. And I’ve been in
Document: You’ll need
awe of how this community
documentation for your
comes together to support
itemized tax return. If your
its own, for one reason or
donation is above $250
another. You all deserve a
cash or if you donate items,
round of applause!
get a written confirmation
document from the charity.
Whether you are part of
If you want credit for
the team that organizes an
charitable donations, you’ll
event, a benefit, a fundraiser
need to itemize deductions
OR if you attend through
Nicholas
Casagrande
versus
submitting
a
buying a ticket OR if you
standard tax form.
donate an item or service to Columnist
support an event … week in
If you donate by driving –
and week out, this town puts on thoughtful be sure to log your miles as well as time, as
and creative events to take care of the needs they can be written off.
of neighbors.
If you foster a dog or cat – you can write off
December is often a month full of “give” food, supplies, miles.
messages, as it is the holiday season and
As your accounting-oriented neighbor, I’ve
December 31 is the last time one can donate been so impressed by the spreading of giving
money or items and get credit for it on their in this town – it’s in the blood of this town,
2016 tax returns. And as we spend holiday just WOW.
time with our families and friends, we take Nicholas Casagrande, EA, is an accountant and a
inventory of our blessings and as we reflect, financial advisor. His firm, NC Financial Group, is a wealth
we think about others, and we want to have management firm serving individual clients as well as smallan impact on the community around us, from to-medium-sized businesses. Client work includes personal
corporate taxes, investment planning, insurance, and
simply helping a neighbor to the incredible and
real estate. NC Financial Group’s Willits office is located at
Toy Run that for 24 years has had neighbors 675 South Main Street; contact 855-240-6606 or nicholas@
ncfinancialgroup.com for more information.
offering gifts and riding their Harleys!

COLUMN | Numbers by Nick

DD. DDDDDD G. MMEEEEEEE

707/354-4618

Se Habla Espanol

Certified Hydrogeologist No. 153

Above, from left: Looking at the southeast corner of the Carlson Apartment property. The northernmost structure, complete with boarded windows. Looking north through the center of the complex of
the once-inhabited facility. Below: The complex’s sidewalk and small parking lot offers overflow for post office parking for now. At bottom, left: A piece from “The Architectural Heritage of Willits” book by
Nelson A. Streib and Susan Pritchard, which outlines some history of the buildings. Below, right: Looking southeast at the back of the two-story home at the southwest corner of the property.
Photos by Maureen Moore

Redwood Meadows is an active independent
senior community featuring 101 apartment
homes, primarily a mix of one and two bedroom
apartments which are single story 4-plex
cottage-type set amongst seven acres of park like
landscaping.
We are a smoke-free and pet friendly community.
We boast a community center where activities
are held like card games, Bingo, birthdays and
socials. We also have a barbecue area for
residents to get together for social functions.
Redwood Meadows is conveniently located
adjacent to the William F. Harrah Senior Center
with a thrift store, cafeteria and taxi service, and
Howard Memorial Hospital is just blocks away.

1475 BAECHTEL ROAD
WILLITS, CA 95490
707-459-1616
MON-FRI 10:00-4:00

We sell the most properties in
Mendocino County for a reason.
We know our stuff!
Serving Mendocino County since 1976

Carlson
Apartments
Valley Street
residential complex
has potential, but
also problems

Yet another attempt at securing a new
owner and deDamian Sebouhian veloper for the
Reporter
vacant apartdamian@willitsweekly.com
ment complex
on 120 East
Valley Street – known as the Carlson Apartments – has fallen through.

The property across from the Post Office
has had a number of offers since it was shut
down about a decade ago, and this most
recent offer, made by a local contractor,
seemed to have the greatest potential of
working out.
“The deal wound up going nowhere,
unfortunately,” said Diane Rucker of Realty
World Selzer Realty, who represents the
current owner. “I can’t say why it fell through,
but it was an impasse on agreement. [The
prospective buyer] would have been good
for that project.”
The project is a dauntingly expensive
one, and would involve tearing down the
entire asbestos-contaminated, two-story
structure at the back of the lot, a building
that had once been rented as a series of
studios.
According to John Sherman, Willits City

Building Code enforcer, those apartments
should never have been used for such
purposes.
“One of the reasons that the apartment
buildings in the back were red-tagged is
because the rooms don’t meet habitable
code,” Sherman explained. “The bottom
line is, [that building] is a rot box; it doesn’t
even meet the codes that were in place
when it was built.”
Originally, according to the findings of
a review Sherman had conducted, “that
building started as a stable in the late
1800s, and was remodeled into what it is
today. The stable was never torn down.”

Reprinted with permission from the 1988 book, “The
Architectural Heritage of Willits,” by Nelson A. Streib
and Susan Pritchard, commissioned by the City of Willits.

a prospective buyer with deep pockets to
start with a clean slate.
“What we’d like to see there, what was
proposed two tries back, was a 12-unit,
all-new apartment complex with adequate
onsite parking,” Sherman said.
Sherman explained that the required
asbestos removal, and the cost it would
entail, had scared many potential buyers
away from any interest in the property.
As a consequence, Sherman said,
the current owner paid for an abatement
survey, “and the estimate came in at
[approximately] $30,000, so he dropped
that amount off of the asking price. [The
asbestos removal] is no longer an issue,”
Sherman said. “We have that money built

The two front houses, which also had
been converted into apartments, are
not required to be demolished; however
Read the rest of
Sherman contends that it would be more
Carlson
economically propitious in the long run for

Now and Then:

191 Wood Street

Built for W.T. Van Cleave between 1885 and 1891, this two-story house on Wood Street
was originally on the outskirts of town. Around 1900 it was acquired by Gordon Baechtel,
the son of Samuel Baechtel, one of the three brothers who discovered the valley. Gordon
Baechtel spent most of his life in the Willits area.

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Selzer Realty

(707) 459-6175
36 South Street, Willits

Mendocino County’s
Premier Real Estate Company
1460 South Main Street, Willits
(707) 459-5389 REALTY,
MENDO

INC.

is located in a sunny
BA home in town is on
MENDOCINO
COUNTY’S
location. It has been
nearly 1/3 acre. Garage
This 3 bed, 2 bath home

This clean, sunny 3 BD/2

well maintained &
conversion has bedPREMIER
REAL
ESTATE COMPANY
features
an open floor
room, family room &
plan.Main
Terraced,Street,
fenced Willits • (707) 459-5389
full bath. Wheel
1460 South
back yard. $255,000

Over on Page B7

You’ll love the lifestyle
of this cheerful 3 bed,
story home...views
3 bed, 2 bathof
22 bath
home
on
2 lotsmajestic
with
the golf course,
aboveand
ground
trees
just pool,
the hot
right
tub andofgreat
outdoor
amount
sunshine.
And
comfortable.
is a
area. This is aThis
private
must
see. $269,900
get–away
location to

garden and enjoy the

2 Separate Homes on one
outdoors. $259,000
lot. Extensively REMODELED including new winZonedhall,
MH.bath
Thisin house
is a
dows,
development
A.great
Both have
new carpet,
property
of
paint
and with
tile lots
flooirng.
$429,000
potential. Sale includes

AP#006-240-12-00 and
AP#006-230-26-00.
New — New — New!
$1,200,000
Tucked
into the west side

chair
accessible.
$249,000
Investment
opportunity!

Reduce your taxes by

owning this
incomeThis
propCountry
Living!
erty. was
2 bedroom,
1 bath
home
built in 2003
duplex.
$240,000
with
a open
floor plan
featuring 2 bedrooms, 2
ba and an office/bonus
room. Beautiful country
parcel
in the
3rd
Cabinlocated
Style 2
bedroom,
1 bath
set on a
Gate
area.home
$379,000
private

wooded

triple

Downtown
merged lotcommercial
that’s 0.82 of
property
with 130’
of
an acre. Bring
your ideas
and St.
make
this with
home
Main
frontage
great
21
offagain!
street$154,900
parking
spaces. Property has
great
exposure.commercial
For sale
Downtown
$695,000
Lease 130’
$.75 of
property orwith
Main
frontage
with 21
per
ft.St.
Reduced
Price

of Willits sits a newly
off street parking spaces.
constructed 3 bed, 2 bath
Property has great expohome. It agents
sits on to
a corner
Contact one of our experienced
find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino
County.
sure. For sale
$795,000
lot with ample parking.
or
Lease
$.90
per ft. (ne$369,000
men docin ocoun typr operties.c om  cold w ellban
ker.com
gotiable)

Reprinted with permission from the 1988 book,
“The Architectural Heritage of Willits,” by Nelson A.
Streib and Susan Pritchard, commissioned by the
City of Willits.

MENDOCINO RANCH
& LAND SALES
ZACH CARPENTER

Realtor Associate for Andy Wiese Real Estate

707-671-6392
CalBRE #01722126

115.5 acres on Hwy. 20 in Willits; minutes from downtown, zoned 5 acre minimums; 2 wells; great spring;
views; power; private; behind locked gate. Approved
for ﬁve, 23-acre parcels. Owner ﬁnancing. $1,690,000.
160 acres with nice 3 BD, 3BA home. 1,200 sq. ft.
shop with yoga studio. 2 ponds with additional springs,
great well, fruit trees, garden; 20 minutes from Ukiah.
Owner ﬁnancing. $845,000.

Redwood Mortgage
Hard Money
Loans

Investor
opportunities

(707) 459-2330

(707) 462-8622

Independently
Owned & Operated

CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

CalBRE #00446837

Michelle Goforth
CalBRE #01461392

Bill Barksdale

cbmrwillits@pacific.net

707-841-7409

isellwillits@ymail.com

707-489-2232
bark@pacific.net

Tara Moratti

Roxanne Lemos-Neese

Patsy Broeske

707-367-0389

CalBRE #01712217

tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com

707-484-6489

roxanne@getmendohomes.com

707-841-8053

patsy.broeske@coldwellbanker.com

Randa Craighead
CalBRE #01971901

Nicole Flamer

Karena Jolly

707-841-7778

CalBRE #01932844

mrcraighead@comcast.net

707-354-2301

nf@coldwellbanker.com

707-354-2999

karena.jolly@gmail.com

CalBRE #01106662

Serving areas of Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma Counties
CalBRE #01420657

Ca. Lic # 927007
W.C. & G.L. insured

Residential
& Commercial

CalBRE #01949646

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street. Willits, CA 95490
redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

175 acres; large shop with living quarters; incredible
pond, private, fenced. 30 minutes from Willits. Owner
ﬁnancing. $675,000.

Online: www.basroofing.com Email: basroofing@live.com

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need

Pg.B4

Lee Persico
707-459-5389
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CalBRE #01482063

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.

mendocinocountyproperties.com • coldwellbanker.com
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The rest of

Haehl

Haehl Creek Homes is the first
development the Mitchells have done in
Willits. They did similar projects for many
years in Sonoma – Barbara Mitchell is
a real estate broker – before moving to
Spring Valley Ranch up Sherwood Road in
1997. “We run cattle, too,” Mitchell said.

Above: Houses on Wood Street and West Commercial Street are already decked with lights for the season.

Safety first when stringing holiday lights
Holiday decorations help make a special time of year
even more memorable. Whether you’re hanging mistletoe
above a doorway or decking the halls, safety must be a
priority when decorating a home for the holidays.
Accidents can happen no matter what type of holiday
decorating you’re doing, but stringing holiday lights around
your home may be especially dangerous. This season,
keep the following safety tips in mind when stringing lights
so this season of celebration starts off safe and sound.
- Work with at least one partner. Never go it alone when
stringing holiday lights. Make sure someone is there to hold
the ladder steady as you climb up and down. Partnering
up when stringing holiday lights allows decorators to use
both of their hands to climb up ladders instead of using
one of their hands to carry lights. Once they reach a point
where it’s safe to hang lights, they can then have a helper
hand them the lights. If possible, work in groups of three so
someone can hold the ladder steady at all times.

- Inspect lights before hanging them. Lights are not
built to last forever, and over time holiday lights can suffer
damage that has the potential to be dangerous. Wires
can fray, and sockets can crack or break. Inspect lights
and wires before hanging them, replacing any that pose
a hazard. When replacing bulbs, be sure to replace them
with bulbs of equal wattage.
- Use an extension cord of adequate length. Exterior
holiday lights are often plugged into extension cords
that extend to a shed or garage. Do not connect several
extension cords to power holiday lights; instead, use just
a single cord that’s lengthy enough to reach the outlet.
Connecting extension cords is a fire hazard. In addition,
make sure the amperage of the decorations matches the
amperage rating of the extension cord, which can be found
on the product label or possibly on the manufacturer’s
website. Make sure the extension cord is not plugged into
the power source while you are hanging the lights.
- Make sure lights do not pose a safety hazard inside.

Some people string holiday lights indoors as well. Lights
might be hung on Christmas trees or along hallways. Such
lights and the cords connecting them to power sources
should never pose safety hazards, so make sure they are
not lying on the floor. Staple lights to the wall and never
place them beneath furniture or rugs. Lights can overheat
when placed beneath rugs, and lights that are not properly
secured to a wall can pose certain dangers, including being
potential tripping hazards.
- Hang the correct lights. When stringing lights, make
sure you hang lights designated as exterior lights on the
exterior of your home and those designated as interior
lights inside your home. Hanging lights in the wrong places
poses a fire hazard and creates additional safety concerns,
so adhere to manufacturer instructions when stringing
lights.

Above: A lovely lavender bathroom on display in the Tuscany. Below: Rows of homes line the streets
of the Haehl Creek subdivision. Below, right: Archways can also be seen as a decorative details in
the Tuscany home, as well as the Mendocino, shown at top, right.
Photos by Maureen Moore

Safety should reign supreme when stringing holiday
lights around the house.

The rest of

Carlson

Above, left: This home in the Mill Creek subdivision features a candy cane walkway. Above, right: Businesses on Main Street including, J.D. Redhouse, also have twinkle light-rimmed windows to bring in
the holiday cheer. Below: Lighting a fence line, like at this home on Holly Street, below, left, or adorning eaves with icicle lights like their next-door neighbors, below, right, are both festive ways to decorate.

Trusted everywhere,
every day.

For the best in service,
remember to always insist on

When they started the Haehl Creek
project, nobody knew that the real estate
market would crash so severely, so soon.
“2009 and 2010 were tough,” Mitchell said.
“We sold only about two or three lots a year.
2011 wasn’t great either.” But the market
started to improve, and more construction
crews went back to work, until in 2015, 14
lots were sold, and a total of 10 or 11 lots
are expected to sell in 2016.
What’s next? The Mitchells’ son, James,
is working on plans for a new Willits
subdivision of 65 smaller homes, sized
between 1,350 to 1,600 square feet, and
priced accordingly. “We’re hoping to bring
the homes in under $300,000,” Mitchell
said, “hopefully for $275,000 or less. That’s
really the Willits price point, especially for
young families. We need to bring young
people into Willits. They are the future!”
Barbara Mitchell pointed out a brandnew Willits event being promoted on the

Photos by Maureen Moore

Fidelity National Title

From Page B1

Above, from left: One of the bedrooms of the
Cumberland. The living room seating arrangement in
the Fairview home. The cozy Mendocino living room.

“Next Door” website (https://nextdoor.
com), “the private social network for
your neighborhood,” which Haehl Creek
homeowners use to communicate.
That is “Holiday Lights in Willits, Winter
Wonderland,” which will take place
December 16 to 18, at the Commonwealth
Garden.
Everybody in Willits is invited: “Come
and enjoy a magical holiday light display
at the Commonwealth Garden (directly
across from the new hospital). Warm
up with a cup of cocoa or apple cider
as you stroll the orchard pathways and
enjoy festive holiday snacks by Howard
Hospital’s Roots Restaurant. As you walk
through the enchanted winter wonderland,
you will encounter light sculptures created
by Frank R. Howard Memorial Hospital,
Howard Foundation, Willits Area Cyclists,
Brookside School, Room to Bloom and
more! From 5 to 8 pm. Kids are free; a
suggested donation of $5 for adults will
benefit the WCA and the Commonwealth
Garden; but admission is free for adults
who bring an unwrapped toy for the Willits
Community Kids Christmas Program.”

From Page B4

into the purchase price to get the demolition
done and get it done by qualified people, in
a safe manner.”
The current listing price is $195,000.
Although the front houses are not
required to be demolished, and could
be used as they are zoned: multi-unit
residential, Sherman explained they also
have issues that need abatement.
“The front buildings were not red-tagged
for structural reasons,” said Sherman.
“One of them was red-tagged, because at
the time – and this was a constant problem
with this project – the sewers were backing
up and overflowing. The smaller of the
two houses has a basement in it, and the
basement was full of sewage. No one
wanted to do anything about it. The bigger
house had been illegally converted into
a number of apartments. There is some
unpermitted construction work that would
have to be straightened out.”
Broker Associate Rucker said
a major deterrent for prospective
owners is that currently in
the housing market, “new
construction exceeds the cost of
existing housing. By the time you
buy the land, pay the permits,
get the utilities, construct the
new building, you can go out
and buy existing houses for
cheaper. That’s why you’re not
seeing new construction. That
may change at some point, but
that’s the way it’s been since the
top of the market broke in 2007.”
Rucker expressed that “the
value of the property is in the
land and the value is in the
sewer and water hookups.”
Rucker agrees that all the
buildings should come down and
be replaced.
“From a common-sense
standpoint, unless you’ve got
some good financing and deep
pockets, you’d clear the lot and

start building [anew],” said Rucker.
“There’s a need for low-income and
senior housing [in Willits],” Rucker said.
“That [property] is well-located for that.
It’s downtown where [seniors] can walk
to services. The bottom line is: it’s a nice
property that has a lot of potential. The
community needs the housing; there’s such
a demand.”
“We’re willing to work with anybody
who sincerely wants to make it happen,”
Sherman said. “I can’t make a gift of public
funds, but I can be pretty helpful. At this
point, until somebody with the money to
make it happen steps up, I don’t know if
we’re going anywhere with it.”
To learn more about the property at 120
East Valley Street, contact Diane Rucker at
462-6514.
John Sherman can be reached at 4594601.
Below: The Carlson Apartments complex
awaits a new owner.

Photo by Maureen Moore
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The Little Lake Valley can hold true to its
namesake; be prepared with insurance.
Photo by Maureen Moore

Flood Hazard Area. The SFHA is a high-risk area defined
as any land that would be inundated by a flood having a 1
percent chance of occurring in any given year (also referred
to as the base flood). Many people also associate this with
the 100-year flood, however there is a big misconception that
we only experience a major flood every 100 years. When in
The rainy season is upon us again and, after four years reality, we can have a major flood much more frequently, and
of drought, the farthest thing from our minds these days is that is why we use the 1 percent rule in any given year.
a flood and its effects on your property. According to the
Because the loss and damage in dollars can reach into the
Department of Homeland Security, floods are the No. 1 natural
tens
of millions, many lenders require that properties located
disaster in the United States. Did you know that heavy rains
within a SFHA carry flood insurance for the life of the loan.
can happen throughout the year, and place us
This is because many loans are federally
and our property at great risk from flooding?
insured and/or sold in the secondary mortgage
Whether we realize it or not, most of us live in
market and thus, to minimize the risk, lenders
flood country. At some point in time any one of
will require flood insurance, which can be
us will experience a flood, whether minor or
a surprise to many as they embark on their
major, but it will occur in our lifetime. We are
house hunting adventure. Or – if after several
often reminded of images on the news about
years with your lender – you receive a letter
other parts of the country experiencing a flood,
telling you that you must carry flood insurance
but they have hit close to home in the past, and
on your property because the property has
they will continue. For example we saw flooding
been identified as being in a flood zone or the
in Mendocino, Sonoma and Lake counties in
Flood Insurance Rate Map has been redrawn
2005, in 1995, and let’s not forget the flood of
by FEMA and now your home/property is now
1964. Other most notable floods that caused
Nash Gonzalez
in a SFHA. Specifically, lenders are mandated
severe damage in the Bay Area occurred in Contributing Writer
under the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973
1982, which resulted in parts of Highway 101
and the national Flood Insurance Reform Act of
being underwater in Marin County.
1994 to require the purchase of flood insurance by property
With all of that said, the question as homeowners we must owners who acquire loans from a federally regulated,
ask is: Are we at risk? Are we in a flood hazard zone? Are we supervised or insured financial institution if the property is
prepared, and are our homes and their contents covered in within a SFHA. Premiums for flood insurance are calculated
the event of flooding? Your standard homeowner’s insurance based on the coverage purchased, the deductible amount
policy does not cover flooding.
selected, the actual flood zone, location, age of the building,
Let’s define what is a flood: A flood is defined according to building occupancy, the design of the building, and most
the Federal Emergency Management Agency as: “A general importantly: What is the elevation of the building in relation to
or temporary condition of partial or complete inundation the base flood elevation?
of two or more acres of normally dry land area or of two or
OK, my lender has notified me that I must obtain flood
more properties [at least one of which is your property] from insurance; now what? I can purchase the flood insurance
overflow of inland or tidal waters, from unusual and rapid directly through the National Flood Insurance Program or
accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source, or through my casualty insurance agent, most of whom are
from mudflows.”
authorized agents for the NFIP. The maximum coverage
Now let’s put risk into perspective and define a Special available for most residential units is $250,000, with a

COLUMN | Gonzalez on Real Estate

What you should know
about flood insurance

maximum of $100,000 for contents. Keep in mind that there is
waiting period for flood insurance to become effective. There
is a 30-day waiting period before flood coverage goes into
effect. The effective date of a new policy will be 12:01 am
(your local time) on the 30th calendar day after the application
date and the presentment of premium. Therefore, if it has
begun to rain and rain and rain, and a flood is imminent, even
if you go out and purchase flood insurance, remember, there
is a 30-day waiting period.
You may also discover that your property has been
identified as being within a SFHA and flooding has occurred in
the past, however the home is elevated well above the base
flood elevation and damage has not occurred, as the home
has been designed with flooding in mind. Flood insurance will
still be required by lenders, but the cost will be reduced as the
risk of damage is lessened due to the elevation of the finished
floor which is above the recorded high water mark or base
flood elevation.
The most important thing we can do as homeowners or
perspective homeowners is to be well-informed and ask
questions when purchasing property in areas which may
potentially flood or are at risk. Questions to ask include: Is my
home or perspective home in a flood zone, and which one?
Is the structure elevated, or do the improvements sit at the
BFE or above or below? Does my home have a basement,
which may place the floor of the residence below the BFE
and subject the basement to flooding/inundation? Also, how
much will the required flood insurance cost me? (Remember,
you need to calculate the annual premium by the number of
years left on your mortgage.) These questions should all be
considered when purchasing a home.
You may obtain information on flood risks from your
lender, the city and county where your property is located,
or by visiting FEMA’s web site at www.fema.gov or at www.
floodsmart.gov.
Nash Gonzalez is a Real Estate instructor at Mendocino Community College
and has been teaching real estate for over 25 years. He holds a California
Real Estate Brokers License and is also the author of California Real Estate
Economics. He is a Consulting Land Use Planner and recently retired from
Santa Clara County, where he oversaw the Planning and Development Services
Department, including the county’s Building Department.

Don’t
let the
boo-boo’s
spoil
your fun.
We’re Here For You…
Holidays are fun. Getting a flu, tummy ache or
broken bones, not so much.
We’re here when things don’t go according to plan.
It’s the expert care you need, when you need it.
That’s why we have Same Day Appointments
available. Our friendly and caring providers will take
care of you so you can get back to the fun times
as soon as possible.
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Now Accepting New Patients

Same Day Appointments
Available

Call 707.459.6115
Se Habla Español
Located in front of the new hospital
3 Marcela Drive, Suite C in Willits
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