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Brooktrails
hash oil lab
fire injures
three
Dan McKee
Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

A four-plex apartment
complex on Birch Street
near the Brooktrails Lodge
was destroyed by fire
Sunday night just before
9:30 pm. Brooktrails Fire
Chief Daryl Schoeppner
said Tuesday an illegal
honey oil lab in one of
the units is believed to be
responsible for the blaze,
which injured two of the
apartment’s occupants and
a firefighter.
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Hometown Heroes

Willits Weekly, along with other members of our community, gives our heartfelt appreciation and thanks to all the
firefighters of Little Lake Fire Department and Brooktrails Fire Department who helped keep our town, friends and family
safe during the Redwood fire – and every day – through their firefighting and emergency response efforts.
Pictured above: Little Lake Fire Chief Chris Wilkes; Little Lake Firefighter Greg Elliott; Little Lake Deputy Chief John Thomen; Little
Lake Captain Robert McKenzie; Little Lake Firefighter Eli Owen; Little Lake Firefighter Chad Lesher; Little Lake Firefighter Jeb Potter;
Little Lake Firefighter Tim Caldwell; Brooktrails Firefighter Guy Walter, Brooktrails Firefighter Scott Bowman; Brooktrails Engineer
David Edgar; Brooktrails Captain Jim Kessler; Brooktrails Engineer Albert Hinkle; Brooktrails Engineer Damian Angell; Brooktrails
Firefighter Brittany Kessler; Brooktrails Deputy Chief Jon Noyer; and Brooktrails Fire Chief Daryl Schoeppner. Front row, kneeling, from
left: Little Lake Battalion Chief Eric Alvarez; Little Lake Engineer Mike Wilder; Little Lake Firefighter Harry So; Little Lake Firefighter
Michael McKinnon; and Little Lake Firefighter Mike Cornwall.
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RV man will
do 25 years
for Covelo pot
robbery
Dan McKee

Jennifer Poole

Over on Page 6

Resident,
county at
odds on local
grow
Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Willits area resident Julie
Cook and the County of
Mendocino have differing
views on the status of
a cannabis grow taking
place in the Third Gate
neighborhood on Sherwood
Road west of Willits.
The property at the
center of the controversy is
located next door to Cook’s
property. According to Cook
and to an environmental
consultant hired by Cook to
write a report, the cannabis
Read the rest of

Odds

Over on Page 13

Brooktrails
Fire
Department Engine 5285
returned on October 18
from a nine-day stint fighting
the Redwood fire, now 99
percent contained as of the
latest update from CalFire
on October 24.

Over on Page 3

New this
election:
‘Conditional
voting’

Voting

Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Engine

Over on Page 3
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Mendocino
County
residents will be able to
register to vote – and vote
a provisional ballot – right
through Election Day this
November 7 by visiting
the county elections office
in Ukiah and signing an
affidavit of registration. Their
vote will be counted after the
registration is validated by
the county elections office.
“Once
your
county

Brooktrails
engine spends
9 days at
Redwood fire

“Originally I got a knock
on my door at 2 am from
Deputy Fire Chief Jon
Noyer,” Brooktrails Fire
Chief Daryl Schoeppner
recalls. “He stated there
was a large vegetation fire

Read the rest of

Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com
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Howling Halloween
Teresa Robertson and her herd of ‘bullies’
get ready for upcoming holiday

Ever the ones to seize an opportunity for some
“bully” fun, Teresa Robertson and her husband, Dan,
are always happy to get their bull terriers decked out
for the mother of all dress-up days: Halloween.
While Robertson enjoys dressing the dogs in
leprechaun hats, bunny ears and conductor pants,
Halloween provides a great chance to get the dogs
dressed in tutus, scarves, hats and more creative
costumes, showcased on the Robertson’s festively
decorated front porch.
The Robertsons have raised bull terriers for over
25 years and, while they focused on showing and
breeding in the past, their current herd is a little
older, so they’ve decided to take a bit of a break and
just enjoy having their pets without the stress and
pressure of the show circuit.
“We got our first bull terrier in 1987,” said Robertson.
“Right now we are not showing or breeding any dogs
as most of our dogs are senior citizens! Someday we
hope to show and breed another bull terrier, but for
now we are just enjoying our dogs and having fun
with them.”
Four of the dogs currently residing at home include
Casper, Roxanne, Madison and Abigail who are all
from the same litter from 2009. The fifth pup, Oscar
is 4 years old.
“They are all great models for me and are so
good at dressing up and posing for pics,” laughed
Robertson. “They’re total hams.”
Make sure to ask to see more of Robertson’s
dog photos if you come through her checkstand at
Safeway of Willits. Robertson usually has a frequently
updated print sheet that she enjoys sharing with the
community.
– Maureen Moore
At left, top: Robertson receives some love from Abigail. At
left, middle: Madison wears a witch’s hat on the decorated
porch. At left, bottom: “This was Casper’s response to my
Halloween photo session,” laughs Robertson.

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

A Redwood
Valley
transient implicated in
a countywide string of
marijuana thefts, pled guilty
Wednesday to a felony
crime spree that will send
him to state prison for the
next 25 years.
Trevor Michael Jackson,
age 34, pled guilty before
Mendocino County Superior
Court Judge John Behnke
on October 25 to seconddegree burglary of a locked
Read the rest of

Robbery

Over on Page 6

At top: Teresa Robertson poses on
her front porch with Roxanne, who
wears a festive hat, collar and tutu.
Above: Oscar dons a steam punk
costume, complete with wirerimmed spectacles and an Alice in
Wonderland top hat.

Photos by Teresa Robertson

At right: “This is one of my favorite pics of Handsome,”
said Robertson. “Sadly Handsome passed away a year and a half ago on Valentine’s Day. So
ironic, since he was my “heart dog.” Coincidentally, I have found many hearts since he passed.
A year to the day that he died I found a small heart-shaped rock on a checkstand at work. I so
felt like it was Handsome sending me some love.”

County
grapples with
fire damage
Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Marijuana growers in the
county’s cultivation program
who were under evacuation
orders during the Redwood
Valley-Potter Valley Fire will
not be subject to the cannabis growers’ minimum
tax, supervisors decided on
Tuesday.
If a grower’s crop was
wiped out by the fire, they
won’t have to pay the county anything. If a grower’s
crop was affected, but not
completely destroyed, they
would still have to pay the
county a 2.5 percent tax on
gross receipts.
Read the rest of

Damage

Over on Page 6

Yes on Measure B

8 percent: When you spend $100, you’ll pay $108, including sales tax.
The county auditor estimates about $38 million would be raised over the five years
the extra half-cent sales tax would be collected, between July 2018 and June 2023.
Measure B requires that a maximum of 75 percent of that $38 million in estimated
revenues may be spent on facilities, and “not less than 25 percent” shall be dedicated
to services and treatment.
After the first five years, the auditor estimates the ongoing 0.125 percent extra sales
tax will generate approximately $1.972 million a year, and Measure B requires that 100
percent of that revenue be used for “ongoing operations, services and treatment.”
If passed by two-thirds of Mendocino County voters, Measure B would establish an
11-member Citizen’s Oversight Committee to make recommendations to the county
board of supervisors on how Measure B funds should be spent. Each county supervisor
will select one representative to the committee, and the rest will be made up of a member
of the Behavioral Health Advisory Board, the director of the county’s Mental Health
Services (or his/her representative), the county auditor (or a representative), the county
CEO (or a representative), the county sheriff (or a representative), and a representative
of the Mendocino Chapter of the National Alliance on Mental Illness. The meetings of
this committee will be public meetings, subject to the Brown Act open meetings law.
We hope this endorsement will encourage people who have not yet voted to make the
effort to send in their mail-in ballots or show up at the polls to vote on November 7. We
understand voters’ reluctance to raise taxes, but we think it’s worth spending this tiny bit
extra to improve the whole community’s quality of life. Yes on Measure B – For Better
Mental Health Services.

We need better mental health and drug
treatment services in Mendocino County. We
need voluntary crisis center facilities, and we
need a lockdown facility with trained psychiatric
workers to help people who are in a state dangerous
to themselves or others, so that the Mendocino County
Jail and Sheriff’s Office deputies and trustees no longer
have to serve that function. We need services on the coast as
well as inland Mendocino County.
If we pass Measure B, we will have the funds to pay for these
facilities – for the price of paying just a tiny bit more in sales taxes, which visitors to our
beautiful county will be paying, too.
Measure B would add a sales tax of one-half cent per dollar spent, or 0.50 percent,
for five years, which would then be reduced to an ongoing extra tax of one-eighth cent
per dollar spent, or 0.125 percent.
What does that actually mean?
The sales tax rate currently in the City of Willits is 7.875 percent – when you spend
$100 now, you pay $107.88 total, including sales tax. With Measure B adding 0.50
percent to the sales tax, the sales tax rate in the City of Willits will go up to 8.375 percent
for five years: When you spend $100, you’ll pay $108.38. After five years, when the
Measure B sales tax is reduced to an extra .0125 percent, the sales tax will be an even

What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from readers

Super Heroes!
To the Editor:
“Do unto others as you would have them
do unto you.” That is the motto of Christ’s
Church of the Golden Rule at Ridgewood
Ranch in Willits, California.
These extraordinary people live what
they believe. Brian Bartholomew and his
fire crew, along with crews from Willits,
Los Angeles, Nevada, Oregon and other
areas kept the Golden Rule Village from
burning. They have worked day and night
without stopping. In fact, they continue to
watch over our area.
Cody Bartholomew, Joe Swearengin, and
young people in the agriculture program
worked very hard to get the water system
working.
Rick Randall, the manager of the
park, worked tirelessly updating and
communicating with villagers. He brought
in Fort Bragg Septic portable potties
because none were available in our
area. This allowed people to stay in their
homes because there was no water to
flush toilets.
Lisa Wilde, also a manager, worked with
mountains of paperwork to keep things
going.
Ellen
Bartholomew helped and
coordinated lunches for all villagers, staff
and firefighters.
The ranch organized a patrol unit to drive
through the park at night to keep us safe.
Also, thanks to the numerous, wonderful
people who have not been specifically
named that worked so diligently in helping
us through this difficult time.
All residents at Golden Rule Mobile
Village wish again to extend their heartfelt
gratitude and thanks to each and every
The Rules:

person who helped us during this ordeal.
Willits Fire Department loaned Ridgewood
Ranch a Little Lake fire fngine to fight the
fire here at Golden Rule Mobile Village
and ranch. Without it we would not have
survived this horrible fire.
Thank you! You all are truly our Super
Heroes!
Carrole Haas and the residents
at Golden Rule Mobile Village

It needs to pass
To the Editor:
The coming election on Tuesday,
November 7 is not a glamorous election.
No presidents to select. No senators,
representatives or governors. When it’s
not glamorous, the turnout is always
abysmal.
We must not let this happen this time.
On the ballot is Measure B. It needs to
pass.
For the sake of those who need help;
for the sake of the families struggling to
provide the care they need; for the sake
of creating a compassionate community,
Measure B needs to pass.
But to pass, Measure B needs approval
by 2/3 of the votes cast. That’s the law.
That means that for every vote cast
against it, Measure B needs two votes
cast in its favor. It’s a hurdle.
If you support Measure B 100 percent,
you must make the effort to vote for it.
If you support Measure B 60 percent, you
must make the effort to vote for it.
It’s no time to dither or be complacent. It
needs to pass.
Louis Rohlicek, Willits

A heartfelt
thank you

LETTERS

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to
willitsweekly@gmail.com. Letters focusing on Willits and 3rd
District issues, activities, events and people have priority. Willits
Weekly prints letters from residents of Willits and the 3rd District
only. To encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter
publication from any one writer to once a month.
Typed letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698,
Willits, CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and
commentaries must be submitted with a name, address and
phone number, although only the author’s name and city of
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous
source will be published, although a request to withhold the
writer’s name will be considered.

To the Editor:
On behalf of my wife,
Kim “Sugar B” and
myself, I would like
to thank all the folks
who attended the
fundraiser that was
held in my behalf on
Saturday, October 7.
The outpouring of love
and support we felt is
still a bit overwhelming.
We hope that we got
a chance to visit or at
least say hi to everyone
there. If we didn’t, we
do apologize, but we

were overcome with the number of folks
present.
We also would like to give a special thank
you to our two surrogate daughters,
Mylinda “Bubblez” Shaul and Shailyn
“Momma Bear” Brewer, for putting the
fundraiser together and the rest of the
Willits Wild Bunch for taking care of all the
preparations and collecting the donations
for the raffle, the silent auction and the
live auction. Also thank you to the many
local businesses and individuals that
made those donations.
A shout out to Willits Weekly and The
Willits News for the articles helping to
promote the fundraiser, and a special
shout to Matthew Caine of Willits Weekly
for the after-event article. You make me
sound like a nice guy – much appreciated!
And who can forget the tunes supplied
by DJ Mikey T (alias Mike Tobin), a fellow
cancer survivor and dear friend. Willits is
one in a million, and we are so honored
and humbled to be a part of Willits and
the surrounding community.
And last but not least…. Thank you to
the Brooktrails Fire Department and
the community members who put on
a delicious spaghetti dinner. No one
left hungry. (Also a “job well done”
BFD for your involvement in fighting
the horrendous fires that plague our
community and other communities in
Northern California – You guys rock!)
Sugar B, the Willits Wild Bunch and I are
now preparing to begin planning for the
Willits Toy Run, being held on Sunday,
November 26 (shameless plug) and the
Willits Children’s Christmas Program. We
can’t let a little chemo get in the way of
our support for the kids in our community.
In closing, I just want to again say: Thank
you, Willits!
Rich “Pops” Venturi, Willits

Save tax dollars:
Vote Yes on Measure B
To the Editor:
If you want to save tax dollars then Yes
on Measure B is a good vote to cast. We
have a profound meatal health problem in
our county, but very few resources to deal
effectively with those who need help.
It costs taxpayers much more to have a
police officer deal with someone who is
having a psychotic problem with mental
illness than it would to have that person
dealt with in a local facility. In jail that
Read the rest of

Letters

Over on Page 15

Ballot argument in
favor of Measure B
Everyone agrees that people suffering
from mental illness or drug addiction need
treatment. Jail is not a solution. Nor is
confinement in distant facilities far from
home.
That’s why it’s crucial to vote YES on
Measure B – Mendocino County’s Mental
Health Treatment Act.
Since Mendocino County closed its
only psychiatric health facility in 2000,
local mental health services for our most
vulnerable citizens have drastically declined.
Today, too many beds in our emergency
rooms and county jail are occupied by men
and women suffering from mental illness
and/or addiction. Our county jail shouldn’t be
the largest psychiatric facility in the region.
Vote YES on Measure B so Mendocino
County can construct and operate local mental
health treatment facilities and a behavioral
health training center so Mendocino County
residents suffering from mental illness or
addiction can be appropriately diagnosed,
housed and treated.
Traumatized veterans, the homeless, even
some of our own family members or friends
are paying the price of our neglected mental
health system – and so are taxpayers.
Vote YES on Measure B to save taxpayer
dollars by providing early treatment of mental
illness and drug addiction, breaking the cycle
of homelessness and re-incarceration.
Measure B also includes important
taxpayer protections.
Vote YES on Measure B, because, by
law, all funds can only be used to improve
mental health services in Mendocino County.
They cannot be taken by the state or used
elsewhere.
Vote YES on Measure B to require
independent annual audits that must be
reviewed by a Citizens’ Oversight Committee.
Vote YES on Measure B to improve the
quality of life for everyone in Mendocino
County by providing essential mental health
services to Mendocino County residents who
need them.
Please join law enforcement, doctors,
nurses, taxpayer advocates, business
leaders and neighbors by voting YES on
Measure B. It’s the right thing to do.
Signed by: Tom Allman, sheriff, Mendocino
County; John McCowen, chair, representing
the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors;
Debbie L. Marks, MD, emergency physician;
Ross H. Liberty, business owner and
taxpayer advocate; and Carlos Jacinto,
youth advocate
No argument against Measure B was
submitted.

The rest of

Lab

At left: Brooktrails
Fire Department
Engine 5285 and
crew fighting the
Redwood fire on
Monday, October
9 on the Redwood
Valley Rancheria up
Road I.

From Page 1

“We received multiple 9-1-1 calls regarding an
explosion and fire at the lodge, with up to eight
burn victims,” Schoeppner said. When the chief and
Deputy Chief Jon Noyer arrived, all four single-family
cabins were fully involved, as was a motorhome and
four or five vehicles parked in front of the complex.
Multiple explosions were hurling butane cannisters
into the air.
One man ran from the cabin where the hash oil lab
was located on fire, Schoeppner said, but the flames
were quickly smothered by several other people
apparently living in the apartment before most fled.
The injured man, who suffered critical burns to his
face, hands and respiratory system, the chief said,
ran to the nearby fire station, where he was treated
before being rushed to Howard Memorial Hospital
and airlifted to the burn center at the University
of California Medical Center in Davis. A second
victim, who suffered moderate burns, was treated at
Howard Hospital.
Two Brooktrails fire engines and a rescue squad,
two Little Lake Fire Protection District engines, five
CalFire engines, a CalFire bulldozer and several
CalFire hand crews responded to the scene.
“One CalFire engine, the bulldozer and hand
crews were not needed” and returned to their
quarters, Schoeppner said. Two CalFire engines
remained to help fight the flames; a third covered
the Brooktrails fire station during the incident.
VeriHealth also sent two ambulances to the scene.
One Brooktrails firefighter suffered a torn Achilles
tendon while fighting the fire. He has been released
from the hospital, but will not be fully recovered for
four to six months.
The firefighters “did an amazing job,” Schoeppner
said. “From the time we arrived until the time the fire
was controlled took only 40 to 50 minutes.
“We were very fortunate to be able to keep it to just
that small area of the complex, rather than extending
to the two buildings on either side,” he added.
The main Brooktrails Lodge building was not
damaged, he noted, and flames did not spread into
nearby wildlands.
A family with three children was displaced by the
fire.
Agents from the Mendocino County Major Crimes
Task Force reportedly found several hundred butane
cannisters in and around the burnt four-plex.
“Witnesses said everybody knew what was
going on [in the rented unit], but no one wanted to
take responsibility [and notify sheriff’s deputies],”
Schoeppner.
According to Schoeppner, the critically injured
man admitted to emergency medical personnel
while being treated at the firehouse that he was
responsible for causing the fire.
A Major Crimes agent told the chief he feared fires
like that on Sunday night were “only going to get
worse.”
“The bad part,” said Schoeppner, “is we’re the
ones who have to pick up the pieces. We’re going to
be facing a lot more of this down the road.”
Recent rains did not lessen the danger of Sunday’s
incident, Schoeppner noted. And even for wildland
fires, “a good two or three inches at least” of rain will
be needed, he said, before the moisture has much
effect on fire risk.
Cooler temperatures and recent rains have done
little to alleviate fire danger in Mendocino County,
agreed CalFire Mendocino Unit Chief George
Gonzalez, and “both residential and outdoor burning
permits are still suspended.”
Current hazardous fuel conditions remain,
Gonzalez said, and will continue until “significant
wet storms over an extended period of time” occur.
The Brooktrails Fire Department’s wildland
firefighting arsenal will be reinforced next year
by acquisition of a new water tender. Schoeppner
estimates the tender, which is currently under
construction, will be delivered by August 2018,
although “it might be a bit quicker.”
The township has “scoured the country for the
past 10 years in an attempt to acquire a used tender
with limited hours of service that would be able to
negotiate the terrain within the [BFD’s] sphere of
influence,” Brooktrails General Manager Denise
Rose said in a September memo to the board of
directors, “to no avail.”
Through a financing agreement with First Capital
Equipment Leasing Corp., the district will pay
$420,000 for the tender over a period of 120 months.

Photo by
Peter Armstrong

Below: Members of
the Brooktrails Fire
Department pose
together including,
from left: Firefighter
Scott Bowman;
Deputy Chief Jon
Noyer; Engineer
Albert Hinkler;
Firefighter Guy
Walter; Firefighter
Brittany Kessler;
Engineer Damian
Angell; Fire Chief
Daryl Schoeppner
and Engineer David
Edgar.
Photo by
Maureen Moore
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From Page 1

in Redwood Valley, and that the fire was on both sides of
the road, heading for the Golden Rule.” Noyer and another
Brooktrails firefighter, Tim Goss, “wanted to take a squad and
go down there and assist with the evacuation,” Schoeoppner
said.
After assisting with the evacuations and doing some
firefighting, the crew returned to the station. Shortly thereafter,
Brooktrails Fire was “dispatched for an immediate need for a
Type 3 engine” to Redwod Valley. “We staffed up with three
people, and they were at the incident at the beginning and
were moved around during the incident as the days went
along.” The Brooktrails crew were assigned to the initial attack
of the fire, and then later assigned to structure protection and
any other tasks needed.
The Brooktrails Type 3 engine is a wildland engine, with
4-wheel drive, which also has structure protection equipment
on it. The initial crew included Damian Angell, fire captain and
engineer, and firefighters Guy Walter and Albert Hinkle, and
later Captain Tyler Porritt and firefighter Niko Steffen also
worked the Redwood fire with Engine 5285.
Because 9-1-1 and cell phones were down, the Brooktrails
Firehouse was staffed 24/7 with volunteer firefighters, including
James Wells, David Wells, Scott Bowman, Emily Smith,
Brittany Kessler, James Kessler, Tyler Porritt, Tim Goss, Jon
Arrington, as well as Schoeppner and Noyer.

to know if they needed to evacuate,” Schoeppner said. The
answer was: “Not at this point, but stay prepared, we’ll let them
know if they need to go.”
Brooktrails Fire was “constantly monitoring the situation and
knew exactly what was going on,” he added. “If at any time we
felt we needed to order an evacuation [of any Brooktrails area],
we would’ve certainly done that, but it wasn’t necessary.”
Asked about using an emergency siren for evacuations if
the phones were down, Schoeppner said Brooktrails did have
such a siren years ago, but “it became defunct several years
ago. It was kinda aggravating for some of the people that were
near it,” he said, and some damage was caused to the lines
that went to it, because people “didn’t want to hear it when we
were testing it once a month.”
But the possibility of a new siren – with new technology – is
something “we’ll be investigating and looking further into as we
move forward with all our lessons. There are lot of lessons to
be learned, from this fire.”
There was also a medical emergency during the time the
phones were out. “The neighbor knew we were here, and came
straight to the station. We responded, with an ambulance, and
assisted them, and the patient was transported. We were in
business despite 9-1-1 being out.”

Firefighters “slept in the chairs pretty much,” Schoeppner
said. “They had sleeping bags and rotated through – we had
somebody awake at all times to be able to answer questions.”

Brooktrails Fire also assisted with covering the Little Lake
Fire District, while LLFD equipment was out fighting the fire.
“We assisted them with a vehicle fire on Highway 20, and then
we had a report of a fire at the north end of the bypass, which
turned out to be nothing, and another medical incident.”

And questions they did get, as Brooktrails residents showed
up to the fire station in search of information, especially
between 2 and 5 am the first morning of the fire. “They wanted

Chief Schoeppner wanted to the station the crew of Engine
5285 and the fire station crew “for their commitment and
dedication to our community.”

Below, left: Fighting the fire at the Birch Street apartments Sunday night, October 22. Below, right: Brooktrails Fire Department’s Engine 5281 at
the scene of the honey oil lab fire Sunday night.
Photos by Jason Rader
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Crossword
Puzzle &
Sudoku

WI LLITS POLICE DEPA RTMENT

POLICE LOG
October 16 to October 22
By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly

How To
Sudoku:

Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a Sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

The officers of the Willits Police
Department handled 175 incidents in this
seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests
October 16
12:15 am: Officers initiated a burglary
investigation in the 20000 block of North
Highway 1.
12:32 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 20000 block of North
Highway 1.
1:15 am: Officers responded to a
domestic disturbance in the 1400 block of
South Main Street.
7:25 am: Officers initiated a burglary
investigation in the 400 block of Della
Avenue.
8:07 am: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 700 block of South
Main Street.
8:09 am: Officers initiated a burglary
investigation in the 100 block of Hazel
Street.
9:37 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of Creekside
Court.
1:07 pm: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 800 block of South
Main Street and issued a citation.
1:37 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 1200 block of
Locust Street.

ANTMAN
BATGIRL
BATMAN
BEAST
BLACK WIDOW
BLADE
CAPTAIN AMERICA
CAPTAIN UNIVERSE
DAREDEVIL

ELEKTRA
FLASH
GAMBIT
GENERAL ZOD
GREEN GOBLIN
HAWKEYE
HERCULES
HERO
HULK

IRON MAN
JEAN GREY
LEX LUTHOR
LOKI
MYSTIQUE
PHOENIX
POISON IVY
ROBIN
ROGUE

SPIDERMAN
SUPERGIRL
SUPERMAN
THOR
ULTRAGIRL
ULTRON
VILLAIN
WOLVERINE
WONDER WOMAN

6:50 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 800 block of
South Main Street.

October 17
12:26 am: Officers responded to a report
of a suspicious noise in the 100 block of
State Street.
9:52 am: Officers responded to a report
of a suspicious person near the intersection
of Della Avenue and Locust Street.
12:35 pm: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 100 block of South
Humboldt Street.
1:02 pm: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 100 block of
Franklin Avenue and issued a warning.
3:06 pm: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 100 block of Hazel
Street.
5:32 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity near the intersection
of East Hill Road and East Side Road.
10:02 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1700 block of
South Main Street.
10:54 pm: Officers initiated a hit-and-run
vehicle collision investigation in the 800
block of South Main Street

CLUES ACROSS
1. Plural of ascus
5. Repents
11. British School
12. Adhesive to catch birds
15. Male children
16. Oil company
17. Intestinal
19. Money slogan
24. 2nd tone
25. In actual truth
26. Belgian-French River
27. Rural Free Delivery
28. Midway between
S and SE
29. Texas armadillo
30. 2nd largest Hawaiian
island
31. Pile up
33. Changes liquid to vapor
34. Yemen capital
37. Byways
38. V-shaped cut
39. Painting on dry plaster
42. Daminozide
43. Papa’s partner
44. __ -fi: fiction/movie genre
47. 1st Soviet space station
48. Latvian capital
49. Come into view
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52. Blue Hen school
53. Maine water company
55. Picture & word puzzle
57. Atomic #18
58. Xiamen dialect
59. Being overzealous
62. One who did it (slang)
63. Night breathing noises
64. A minute amount (Scott)

CLUES DOWN
1. Race of Norse gods
2. Large pebbles
3. Latin line dances
4. The inner sole of a shoe
5. A French abbot
6. Moves stealthily
7. An alternative
8. 39th state
9. Lotus sports car model
10. River fill
13. Of I
14. Many noises
18. Ghana monetary units
20. Actor Hughley
21. The Cowboy State
22. Jests at
23. America
27. Surprise attack
29. Daddy

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

From far left: The
Schindels open the show.
Michelle Cummins of
KLLG thanks the crowd
for their support. Bob
Fry, financial director of
KLLG, enjoys himself at
the KLLG anniversary
party.

30. Extinct flightless bird
of New Zealand
31. Express pleasure
32. Cellist Yo-Yo
33. Bronx cheer
34. A more firm substance
35. Essential oil obtained
from flowers
36. Company that rings
receipts
37. Largest church in
Christianity
38. Capital of Wallonia
39. Heroic tale
40. Send forth
41. The Golden State
43. 1/1000 of an inch
44. Angel of the 1st order
45. Ukrainian peninsula
46. Disregard
48. Colophony
49. Spanish be
50. Military policeman
51. Cleopatra’s country
53. Br. drinking
establishments
54. Removes moisture
56. Liberal Arts degree
60. Execute or perform
61. Atomic #77

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

possession of a controlled substance.
5:09 pm: Officers responded to a report
of a sexual assault in the 100 block of
Franklin Avenue.
6:00 pm: MARTINEZ, Jorge Abel (29) of
Willits was contacted in the 400 block of Mill
Street following a domestic disturbance. He
was arrested on misdemeanor charges of
domestic battery and violation of probation.
6:01 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.
9:56 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of South
Humboldt Street.

October 20
6:56 am: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 400 block of East
Commercial Street and issued a citation.
12:06 pm: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping near the intersection of
Highway 20 and Coast Street.
12:20 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 100 block of Bush
Street.
12:33 pm: Officers initiated a hit and run
vehicle collision investigation in the 600
block of South Main Street.
1:51 pm: SWEARINGER, Felix Troy (27)
of Covelo was contacted in the 1400 block
of South Main Street. He was arrested
pursuant to 23152 VC (Driving Under the
Influence), on misdemeanor charges of
driving with a blood alcohol content over
.08% and driving with a suspended license,
and on felony charges of violation of parole.
5:55 pm: PALMER, Timmothy Charles
(27) of Willits was contacted near the
intersection of North Highway 101 and
Hollands Lane. He was arrested on
misdemeanor charges of driving under
the influence, reckless driving, obstructing
a peace officer, contempt of court for
disorderly behavior, and violation of
probation.

October 21
8:06 am: Officers responded to a
domestic disturbance in the 100 block of
Wood Street.
10:12 am: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 800 block of South
Main Street.
11:21 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1000 block of Poplar
Avenue.
6:32 pm: YARBROUGH, Allen Micheal
(29) of Jamestown, New York was
contacted in the 21000 block of Locust
Street. He was arrested on felony charges
of transporting drugs for sale, possession
of a controlled substance, and being a
fugitive from justice.

October 18

8:07 pm: Officers responded to a report
of a suspicious vehicle in the 100 block of
State Street.

4:51 am: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 1500 block of
Baechtel Road.

11:06 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation near the intersection of East
Commercial Street and Marin Street.

9:54 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 1300 block of South
Main Street.

October 22

12:05 pm: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 100 block of
Franklin Avenue.
12:58 pm: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.
2:53 pm: Officers responded to a report
of several suspicious persons in the 1300
block of South Main Street.
6:45 pm: Officers responded to a report
of threats in the 100 block of South Main
Street.
10:21 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 200 block of
North Lenore Avenue.

October 19
8:36 am: Officers initiated a hit-and-run
vehicle collision investigation near the
intersection of North Main Street and East
Commercial Street.
1:19 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.
4:47 pm: SIMPSON, Gerald Crandall
(47) of Willits was contacted in the 100
block of East Commercial Street. He was
arrested on felony charges of violation of
parole and on misdemeanor charges of

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Below: The sold-out
crowd at The Hill Punk
Hoe Down helped raise
$8,500 for KLLG.

KLLG Anniversary
Willits’ radio station celebrates first year
with ‘Hill Punk Hoe Down’

By the end of the evening, KLLG Radio’s first
anniversary party, “The Hill Punk Hoe Down” at the
Little Lake Grange, had netted a profit of $8,500.
This was thanks to the efforts of the hard-working
management team and the growing cadre of loyal
listeners to this eclectic, local low-powered station
who packed the Grange Hall to capacity. All leftover
food from the party was sent to the Redwood
Valley Grange to help feed those displaced by the
fire. Station management will be meeting this week
to decide how to allocate
Mathew Caine
the funds, which will
Features Writer
include a cash donation
mathew@willitsweekly.com
to the Communication
Foundation’s Mendocino
County Disaster Fund.
The evening was marked by excellent
performances by hosts Greg and Malakai Schindel,
who sang multi-instrumental songs that warmed up
the crowd. Next up was the amazingly tight, retro
jazz sounds of Tumbledown House from Oakland,
consisting of Tyler Ryan Miller (guitar and vocals),
Gillian Wolfe (vocals and kazoo stylings), Zac
Johnson (clarinet, bass clarinet and trombone),
Arlo Perlstein (trumpet), Ryan Lukas (upright
bass), and Jimi Marks (drums).
In contrast to Tumbledown House’s precisely
rehearsed music, the headliners, local favorites
The Dirt Floor Band, blasted out their brash club
band, high-energy sounds that got the crowd
off their feet and up dancing for the rest of the
evening. The band, consisting of Adam Sullivan
(guitar, mandolin and vocals), Kyle Madrigal
(bass), Jeffrey Stovall (banjo), Malakai Schindel
(flute, harmonica and others), and Bobby Cochran
(drums) did not disappoint their fans in this, their
reunion concert. It is always a treat when they get
together and let loose.
In addition to purchasing tickets, attendees were
encouraged to donate, bid in a silent auction, and
buy raffle tickets. Luscious and healthy food was
provided by the Zocalo Collective.
One of the original founders of KLLG, Lanny
Cotler, used to speak of his vision of the station
as a facility where communication could remain
open during times when all other communications
were knocked out due to disasters in a dystopian
future. This vision recently played out during the
Redwood fire.
The station, due to the efforts of its dedicated
management team and programmers, notably
Michelle Cummins, Mike Burgess, Bob Fry,

Lauren Jaslow, Liam UiCearbhaill, Adam Sullivan,
Benjamin Strasser, Rossi Jensen, and Adrian
Baumann and Kate Maxwell of the Mendocino
Voice online news, stayed on the air with as upto-date information as they were able to cobble
together, allowing the people of Willits to stay
informed and prepared.
According to Michelle Cummins, past program
director: “Monday morning, October 9, we
had people in the studio at 8 am. We had no
information at that time because the phones, the
internet, all of that was down. Liam got on and just
started playing music and telling people that there
was a fire and to be vigilant: ‘We know the fire is in
Redwood Valley. We don’t know any of the exact
details about it, but we have someone going out to
find information.’
“Lauren went out to the police, fire, the library,
the shelter at the community center. She gave
out stickers and cards and asked that if anyone
received any information, please share it with us.
We have a hardwire phone here but no one else
seemed to, our 459-KLLG line.
“The first hour or so was just telling people that
we know the fire is in Redwood Valley. Everyone
should be preparing to evacuate if they have
smoke anywhere near them. What should go
into a “go bag.” I came in and did some breath
work, readings, meditations, trying to just calm
people down. And then we started getting some
information.
“In creating the handbook and the guidelines
for the station, one of the things I had done early
on was write up some emergency broadcast
procedures and protocols. Many of them made
sense this time around. What I found is that in
the context of community radio, sticking to official
information is really important. We did not want
to repeat inaccurate information that could be
detrimental to people acting in their best interests.”
KLLG-LP 97.9 brought needed information to
those whose lives, property and well-being were in
the balance, as it was designed to do – part of the
team that kept Willits informed when the phones
and internet were down.
KLLG is currently looking for and training more
programmers to continue to add to its fine array of
creative music, information, talk and other types of
shows. For more information about the low-power
station, visit the station website, www.kllg.org or
call 459-KLLG.

Photos by Mathew Caine

nhigleyrealtor@gamil.com
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“If it matters to you,
it matters to me.”

Selzer Realty

551 South Orchard Avenue
Ukiah, CA 95472

239 South Main Street - Willits

Art

Circle Time

Outside Play

American Sign Language
Snacks

Inquiry Based Learning

Preschool #233008715

3:14 am: NAPOLI, Dominic Antonio (22)
of Willits was contacted in the 800 block
of South Main Street. He was arrested
pursuant to 23152 VC (Driving Under the
Influence) and 11375 H&S (Possession of
a Controlled Substance).

Group Activities
Spanish

&

Infant Care

Infant #233008719

RedwoodFord.com

1:33 pm: Officers initiated a burglary
investigation in the 100 block of Barbara
Lane.

1170 South State Street
Ukiah, CA 95482

3:07 pm: O’CONNOR, Bernard Thomas
Jr. (37) of San Francisco was contacted in
the 100 block of West Valley Street. He was
arrested pursuant to 647 (F) PC (Public
Intoxication) and on charges of disorderly
conduct.
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Below, left, top: Gillian Wolfe and Tyler Ryan Miller of Tumbledown House entertain the
crowd at the Grange. Below, left, bottom: Greg Schindel and Michelle Cummins get
ready for the big event.

Natalie Higley

12:26 am: DUNCAN, Shanice Elizabeth
(23) of Willits was contacted near the
intersection of West Valley Street and
South Main Street. She was arrested
pursuant to 647 (F) PC (Public Intoxication)
and on misdemeanor charges of disorderly
conduct.

8:56 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an assault in the 200 block of Margie
Drive.

Above, left: Rossi Jensen, programmer at KLLG, displays the auction items. Above,
right: Lauren Jaslow, KLLG programmer, compiles a list of beverages for the evening.

Realty World Selzer Realty
Cell Phone: 831.262.8705

12:03 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance near the intersection of Sandy
Avenue and Bonnie Lane.

3:31 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an assault in the 1400 block of South
Main Street.

At bottom: The Dirt Floor
Band reunites for The Hill
Punk Hoe Down.

®

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY
Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent
Lic. #0C67822

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490

Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298

www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com
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Robbery

From Page 1

structure to steal marijuana occurring in
March 2016; kidnapping and robbery while
armed with an assault weapon to steal
marijuana in July 2017; and vehicle theft
while running from law officers on the two
prior cases in August 2017.
As part of the negotiated settlement,
Jackson stipulated to a state prison
sentence of 25 years, according to
Mendocino County District Attorney David
Eyster, who offered Jackson the “take
it or leave it” plea deal. The DA’s timesensitive offer would have expired at 5 pm
Wednesday.
Under current law, Jackson will have to
serve at least 85 percent of his sentence
before becoming eligible for parole.
Jackson’s arrest stemmed from an
early morning July 16 raid on a marijuana
grow in the 43000 block of Highway 162
when Jackson and several other armed
men drove to a home in several vehicles,
claiming to be law enforcement officers.
The Willits property owner suspected
they were lying and that the ski-masked
men had come to steal his cannabis crop.
The men allegedly shot their guns, and the
property owner ran to call 9-1-1.
A second Willits resident was found
unharmed at the site, but said he had been
kidnapped and threatened with guns. He
told deputies five armed men had held him
at gunpoint, asking where they could find
The rest of

Voting

valuables, then forcing him into a truck and
threatening to shoot him if he did not go
with them. The men allegedly robbed him
of his belongings and forced him to help
them steal marijuana plants, before letting
him go as they drove away.
The Mendocino County SWAT team was
called in to search the wooded area around
the property, and three men were found
and arrested: Daniel Hernandez Sanchez,
24, a transient, and Matthew Sturges, 31,
and Alejandro Nunez, 24, both of Willits.
The next day, July 17, a man was stopped
on Highway 101 in Redwood Valley and
arrested on a Sonoma County warrant.
After his arrest, detectives determined the
man was a fourth suspect in the Covelo
robbery: Joshua Hanover, 29, of Redwood
Valley.
Jackson, the fifth suspect in the crime,
evaded capture for six weeks, several
times fleeing deputes on a motorcycle
or all-terrain vehicle. A tip led deputies to
where Jackson was hiding on a property
in the 4800 block of Black Bart Trail in
Redwood Valley.
Jackson’s three felony cases were
referred to the probation department for
a social study and sentencing report, the
DA said. Jackson will be back in court on
November 27 at 9 am in Department H for
formal imposition of his 25-year sentence.
“Being returned to prison should not be
too great of a lifestyle shock for [Jackson],”
Eyster said. “This will be the fourth time he
has been committed to state prison.”

From Page 1

elections official processes your affidavit
of registration, determines your eligibility
to register, and validates your information,”
states the California Secretary of State’s
website, “your registration becomes
permanent and your provisional ballot will
be counted.”
“Conditional voter registration” or CVR,
as it’s known, was signed into law by Gov.
Jerry Brown in 2012, “to be operative on
the January 1st after the certification of a
statewide voter registration database.”
California’s statewide voter registration
database, VoteCal, was certified in
September 2016, so “CVR became
operative” as of January 1, 2017.
CVR is not available online or at polling
places on Election Day – only at the county
elections office on Low Gap Road in Ukiah.
Although CRV started on January 1
this year, there have been no elections
in Mendocino County so far in 2017, so
this November 7 election is the first time
the county voter office will be handling
conditional registrations.
“We will go through the process we go
through for all provisional voters to validate
their ballots,” said Mendocino County Voter
Registrar Sue Ranochak. “We’ll put the
ballots in provisional envelopes and put a
special sticker on them identifying them as
conditional.”
One advantage of requiring that last-

minute conditional voters register at the
voter office, Ranochak noted, is that any
omissions – like failing to sign the form –
can be corrected right then and there.
The new law provides for a criminal
penalty of imprisonment in the county jail for
up to one year or a fine of up to $25,000,
or both, for anyone convicted of committing
fraud in the execution of a conditional voter
registration, as well as an additional civil fine
of up to $25,000.
Ranochak encouraged anyone who’s lost
their mail-in ballot to call the voter office by
end of day on October 30 to have another
ballot sent to them in the mail, but she noted
that registered voters can always show up
at any polling place to vote, too. They will
be given a provisional ballot, and once their
information is validated, their vote will be
counted.
“We’ve also ordered ample extra sample
ballots for the voter places affected by the
fire,” Ranochak said. “We have enough
ballots and provisional envelopes to cover
the permanent absentees in Redwood
Valley and Potter Valley. We think we have
it covered – we’re very lucky we didn’t lose
any polling places in the fire.”
As of Wednesday afternoon, the voter
office has received 6,769 ballots back out of
39,000 ballots mailed out for the November
7 election. That’s about a 17 or 18 percent
return so far: “Not bad for an off-year
election,” Ranochak said.

The rest of

Damage

side of the Potter Valley Project.

From Page 1

The tax referred to is the cannabis
business tax approved in November 2016,
when voters ratified Measure AI. Passage
of the measure imposed a minimum tax
of $1,250 for grows of 2,500 square feet
or less, $2500 for grows of between 2,501
and 5,000 square feet, and $5,000 for
grows larger than 5,000 square feet.
County CEO Carmel Angelo told
supervisors at Tuesday’s meeting that 20
to 30 people from the California Office of
Emergency Services will be arriving in
Mendocino County and seeking a place
to set up an office. Angelo is considering
following the practice used in Sonoma
County, and allowing Cal OES to set up
a tent in the county Administrative Center
parking lot. Security for the tent would be
provided by the National Guard.
Interim Director of the Department of
Planning and Building Services Nash
Gonzalez reported the Army Corps of
Engineers will conduct debris removal
for fire victims. To do so, the Army Corps
needs to have a right-of-entry form signed
by the property owner. Once that form is
signed, the Corps will remediate the site
free of charge.
Gonzalez added that the Department
of Toxic Substances Control will be in the
county to conduct an assessment of fire
damage and resources needed for cleanup
over the next four weeks. Army Corps of
Engineers personnel told him the Corps
expects to have the fire area cleaned up by
January 1, 2018, he said.
Supervisor John McCowen noted it was
imperative that remedial action be taken
immediately to keep fire debris and ash
from flowing into the watercourses within
the fire area. He suggested burn areas near
creeks need to be covered with plastic and
straw wattles laid along the creeks to keep
rain-soaked ashen sludge from flowing into
the water.
McCowen asked what state or federal
agency is responsible for protecting the
state’s watercourses after a fire, but no one
could provide an answer.
“The North Coast Regional Water Quality
Control Board would need to be brought on
board as quickly as possible, in order that
a wrench doesn’t get thrown into things,”
Gonzalez said.
Lee Howard, a North Coast Builder’s
Exchange board member who also is a
board member of the Russian River Flood
Control District, pointed out some of the
logistical problems of efficiently getting
resources on the ground in some of the
remote areas affected by the fire.
He referenced the deep interior reaches
of Tomki Creek, near where it flows into the
Main Fork of the Eel River. This is way up
into Hellangone, about six miles south of
Hearst and some three miles northwest of
the Van Arsdale Reservoir on the Eel River

“The number of people it will take to do
that is unbelievable,” Howard said. “You’re
talking five miles. And by the time you walk
around out there to put wattles up and over
and in, you’re probably talkin’ 10 miles.
“Semis can’t even get past the old ford.
We’re lookin’ at 100 trucks a day, 200
trucks a day. It will be interesting to see
how they’re gonna do that,” Howard said.
“If this stabilization doesn’t take place
within the next two to four weeks, we are
going to have another environmental
disaster on our hands,” McCowen warned.
County Assessor-Clerk-Recorder Sue
Ranochak told supervisors her department
has received 139 damage reports thus
far, with losses in property value totaling
a little over $38 million. Her staff will visit
the affected properties to assess the loss in
property value, Ranochak said. “We will get
through it as quickly as we can.”

Above, from left: Efram Turner of Life’s Collective Farm in Redwood Valley came looking for information and cuttings in order to replace crops lost in the Redwood fire. C.J. Hughes, student of the School
of Adaptive Agriculture, and James Bording, graduate and intern at Golden Rule, attend the event. Richard Jeske checks sugar content with a refractometer. Below, left: Richard Jeske demonstrates proper
pruning technique. Below, right: The red grape table included varieties such as Brilliant, Eureka and Vanessa.

Director of Environmental Health Trey
Strickland advised people with septic
tanks and leach fields, whose property has
been damaged by the fire, to “tape off” the
leach field and tank areas. “If they are wellmarked, it seems reasonable to suppose
that the Army Corps will be able to get in
there without damaging any septic lines,”
Strickland said.
When asked by the supervisors if his
department could adopt special rules
permitting composting toilets on an
emergency basis, Strickland replied he
could not. The county cannot issue a
permit for composting toilets, he said, and
the state of California does not have any
regulations that would offer any guidance
on the issue.
“For a short-term solution, porta-potties
are a better solution than composting
toilets,” Strickland said.
County Counsel Katharine Elliott said
her department would be coming to the
supervisors next week with an urgency
ordinance that would increase penalties
for price-gouging hotel and motel owners
offering housing to fire victims. Gonzalez
told the board his department is putting the
finishing touches on language for a second
urgency ordinance that would loosen
restrictions on temporary housing, such
as recreational vehicles, mobile homes
and travel trailers, on properties within the
areas affected by the fire.

All about Grapes

Local table grape grower holds annual seminar, tasting and sale
Once a year, local Willits table grape grower,
Richard “Tootreese” Jeske opens up his vineyard
to
vintners,
fruit
farmers,
agriculture
Mathew Caine
students
and
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com
interested members of
the general public. It is
a party. It is a seminar. It is an event to share
ideas, tastes and comradery.
Upon entering the property, the invitees are
greeted with a sign welcoming people to the
annual grape tasting and explaining that there
are “grapes to taste and palate-cleanser snacks
(to reset one’s taste buds).” Inside, one will also

find grapes being pressed as well as juices to
taste. For purchase are grapes, grape plants,
grape juice and tree collard plants (for which
Jeske is known as a purveyor of fine collards).

Morninglight, in a natural process of aging. She
has created, by experimentation, a sweet sherry,
a sparkling wine, and a white wine. There were
also other fruits brought by others to taste.

Arrayed on tables, several varieties of table
grapes can be found in colorful bowls, arranged
by color and whether they contain seeds, with
names such as Empress, Himrod, Gold, Queen
of the Vineyard, Brilliant, Jefferson, Muscat
Angel, Eureka, Einset, Vanessa and more. It is a
veritable Grape Garden of Earthly Delights.

Mark Albert, a registered nurse and fruit
farmer from Ukiah, brought an exotic fruit called
“feijoas” to sample. He appreciates their ability
to survive in extremes of temperature and
atmospheric conditions. Originally from southern
Brazil, “they can handle as low as 9 degrees, as
they are dormant during the winter months and
don’t bloom until May.”

In addition to the amazing variety of grapes
to sample, there were three bottles of wine,
created by Jeske’s significant other, Jacqueline

He intends to market the fruit when he retires
from nursing. Albert looks to Jeske for wisdom
Read the rest of
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Recovery Director Tammy Moss
Chandler said people who have been
impacted by the fire, and who have not
yet sought help from the government,
should go to the Local Assistance Center
at Mendocino College at 1000 Hensley
Creek Road, just north of Ukiah. The center
is open from 10 am to 7 pm seven days a
week and is scheduled to remain open until
7 pm on Monday, October 30.

Over on Page 15
Far left: Jacqueline
Morninglight’s homemade
wine was one of the
offerings on the sampling
table.
At left: Various fruits
were brought to sample,
including cherry plums,
Asian pears and feijoas.

Chandler added center personnel will
assess over the weekend whether the LAC
should remain open after October 30 or
not.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Steep roof? We’re not scared!
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Ladies,

A variety of home-pressed
grape juices were for sale.

Serving areas of Mendocino,
Lake and Sonoma Counties
Online: www.basroofing.com

Email: basroofing@live.com

take time for
your Pap.

707-459-5859
Environmental Restoration - Ponds
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Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom

i•Community HU Songs
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services
More information?
Call 707-456-9934
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Service
& &
Worship
Service
MidChildren’s
Church
- 11- 11
a.m.
Children’s
Church
a.m.
week
Bible Studies
Potluck
Mid-week
Bible Studies
Sunday
Klier,
every
2ND every
Sunday
Potluck
2NDAlan
Lead Lead
PastorPastor
Alan Klier,
459-3106
459-3106

Call Care for Her
and schedule your
Pap today.

You're worth it!

Still Mountain
Mountain
Still
Meditation Center
Center
Meditation

LITTLE LAKE
HEALTH CENTER

SIGN UP TO WIN PRIZES LIKE A LA-Z-BOY RECLINER OR A SERTA PERFECT SLEEPER MATTRESS SET

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

45 Hazel Street, Willits

(707) 456-9600

Les Schwab Tire Center of Willits - 459-5938
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1500
1500 Hearst
Hearst Road
Road (at
(at Valley
ValleyRoad)
Road)
Info:
Info: 707-357-4676
707-357-4676
A
Aloving
loving space
space for
for meditation,
meditation,
training and
and practice...
practice...
training
Sunday Satsang
Satsang // Meditation
Meditation
Sunday
10:30 a.m.
a.m.
10:30
Tuesday Meditation
Meditation group
group
Tuesday
7:30 p.m.
p.m.
7:30
EVERYONE IS
IS INVITED
INVITED
EVERYONE

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.
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Thursday, October 26
“Seven Kinds of Wonderful”: final weekend for
the October show at WCA featuring the works
of Esther Siegel (assemblage), Julie Beardsley
(assemblage), Laura Fogg (art quilts), Nancy
Simpson (art quilts), Mickey Fernandez (mosaics),
Elizabeth Raybee (mosaics), and Nan Trichler
(art quilts). Willits Center for the Arts, 71 East
Commercial Street. Closes, Sunday October 29.
Gallery hours: 11 am to 6 pm. Info: 459-1726.
WHS Soccer: Willits High School vs. Fort Bragg
High School at home. Thursday, October 26. Girls
game at 5:30 pm; boys game at 4 pm (head coach
Tatiana Cantrell).
WHS Volleyball: Willits High School vs. Fort
Bragg High School at home. Thursday, October
26. JV at 5 pm. (JV head coach Tim Miller); varsity
at 6 pm (varsity head coach Jill Walton).
Help For Fire Victims: The Mendocino County
Youth Project is organizing a “give-away” event.
This event is for anyone in need of clothes, hygiene
supplies, suitcases, and the like. Thursday,
October 26. 3 to 7 pm. Methodist Church, 286
School Street. Info:
Aurelie Clivaz 4891258.
Charter
School
Two Day Costume
Sale:
“Gently
used” Halloween
costumes at a
nominal price this
Thursday
and
Friday. Funds to
support
charter
school students trip
to Italy. Thursday,
October 26. 3:45
to 5 pm. Willits
Charter
School,
1431 South Main
Street. Info: Michel
Chenelle 459-5506

Friday, October 27
Charter School Costume Sale: Final day of
sale for “gently used” Halloween costumes at a
nominal price. Funds to support charter school
students trip to Italy. Friday, October 27. 2:30 to
5 pm. Willits Charter School, 1431 South Main
Street. Info: Michel Chenelle 459-5506
Halloween Carnival at Willits Library: Friday,
October 27. 6 to 8 pm. Willits Library, 390 East
Commercial Street. Info:
459-5908.
Tribute to Laura Nyro at
WCA: A music and dance
tribute to Laura Nyro, the
gifted songwriter of the 60s
and 70s. Also, Bill Taylor’s
original music. Jaye Alison
Moscariello on vocals.
“All are welcome to sing

What's Happening Around Town
along and dance. It’s about community healing
from the fire.” $15 suggested donation goes
to the Community Foundation Disaster Fund.
Friday, October 27. 7 to 10 pm. Willits Center for
the Arts, 71 East Commercial Street. Reserved
seats in advance via paypal.me/JMoscariello and
memo: Laura Nyro, or tickets at the door. Info: Bill
and Jaye 272-1688, 310-970-4517 or artisall@
earthlink.net
Youth Poetry Night: “Behind the Mic” open mic
poetry reading at Brickhouse Coffee on the corner
of Main and Commercial streets. It’s called “Youth
Poetry Night,” but people of all ages are invited to
read poetry, prose, play music, and sing. Friday,
October 27. 7 to 10 pm. Brickhouse Coffee, 3
Main Street.
Shanachie Pub: Sista Otis, singer/emcee/
songwriter/performer extraordinaire. Friday,
October 27. 9 pm. Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main
Street. Info: 459-9194.

Saturday, October 28
Pet Costume Contest: Mendo Mill Home
Center & Lumber is sponsoring a treat
for your dog or cat, and refreshments
for their humans. Awards for “Owner/Pet
Look-Alike,” funniest costume, scariest
costume and “most creative costume.”
Saturday, October 28. 11 am to 2 pm.
Mendo Mill Home Center, 305 East
Commercial Street. Info: 450-4631.
Haunted House at the Charter School:
“Willits Haunted Asylum.” Students will
be selling pumpkins, and for a nominal
fee will core them, and for a bit more
will carve them. Saturday, October 28.
6 to 8 pm. Admission $5. Willits Charter
School, 1431 Main Street. 50 percent of
the proceeds will go to the Community Foundation
of Mendocino County to help survivors of the
Redwood fire.
Annual Halloween Bash at the Grange: Hot
Buttered Rum & The Rainbow Girls will be playing
in a night of revelry featuring dancing, costumes,
a cash bar, and a “funky good time.” This familyfriendly costume party sells out the Little Lake
Grange every year. Costume contest, silent
auction, local beer and wine. Special Kid’s Room
hosted by Grange Youth. Saturday, October 28.
6 to 11 pm.
Little
Lake
Grange,
291
School Street.
Tickets: $30 in
advance at J.D.
Redhouse, or
$35 at the door,
(children under
12 are free).

Shanachie Pub: Moon Lady-Moon Man
Halloween Costume Party featuring the Afro Funk
Experience playing chunky rhythms and deep
soul sounds. Saturday, October 28. 9:30 pm.
Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street. Info: 4599194. Advance party tickets available at Moon
Lady-Moon Man, Main Street Music and Video,
and Shanachie Pub.

Sunday, October 29
Haunted House at the Charter School: Willits
Charter School, 1431
Main
Street.
See
Saturday, October 28
listing for more info.

Tuesday,
October 31
Happy
Halloween!
Free
Halloween
Makeup Glitter Party:
“Come on in and let us
glitter you up!” Glitter
hair, tattoos, bears,
skin and scary glitter!
All ages are welcome.
Tuesday, October 31. 2
to 5 pm. CPG Studios,
132 East Valley Street.
Tightwad Tuesdays at
the Noyo Theatre: All 2D movies that are in their
second week are $5 on Tuesdays at the Noyo
Theatre for all ages, all showings. This week’s
Tightwad movies. “Victoria & Abdul,” “Happy
Death Day,” and “Geostorm.” For showtimes:
www.noyotheatre.com. 57 East Commercial
Street. 459-6696.
Halloween Party at John’s Place: Enjoy the
party, wear a costume, win the costume contest:
1st place $30, 2nd place $20 and 3rd place $10.
Event starts at 10 pm. “Come listen to the DJ
playing music and show off your costume!” Free
to attend. Ages 21 and up. Tuesday, October 31.
John’s Place, 377 South Main Street. Info: Laurie
459-5636
Shanachie Pub: All
Hallows Eve Party with
Blue Lotus, playing a
sound that fuses Rock
and Roll, Blues, Jazz,
Funk and Americana
musical
styles.
October 31. 8 pm. No
cover. Shanachie Pub,
50 South Main Street.
Info: 459-9194.

‘The Mountain
Between Us’

Friday, November 3
Soup and Dessert: St. John Lutheran Church
Women’s Guild’s annual Soup and Dessert Lunch
and raffle. Lunch is $7, and includes soup, bread
and dessert. Handmade craft items are available
for sale for early Christmas shoppers. Raffle for a
night at the Little River Inn, a hand-painted saw
blade by Peggy Hebrard, a bountiful Thanksgiving
Basket, and a beautiful handmade fall afghan.
Friday, November 3. 11 am to 2 pm. St. John
Lutheran Church, 24 Mill Creek Drive. Info: 4592988.
Harrah Senior Center Annual
Baked Potato Bar and FUNding
Raffle: Everyone invited for
baked potatoes with choice of
toppings, beverage & dessert. 5
to 7:30 pm. Members $8, adults
$9, children $5. Last chance to
get your tickets for the FUNding
Raffle, proceeds to benefit the
center’s Transportation, Outreach
and Nutritional programs. Tickets
are $2 each or 12 for $20. Prizes
include: a 2 night stay on the coast
at Harmonie House with a beautiful
view; value $800; 1 night deluxe
queen room at Benbow Historical
Inn; at least 20 gift certificates
ranging from $100 to $25 from
local businesses; a Webber BBQ
grill/utensils/apron and 25 pounds
of John Ford Ranch ground beef (package); and
a Keurig K15 Coffee Brewer. Willits Harrah Senior
Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-6826.
Willits Area Cyclists Taco Rampage: 2nd
annual Taco Rampage. Free admission. “Come
enjoy mountain biking insanity, food, drinks, and
friends.” Fish tacos, rice and beans. $10, beer,
ale, wine, and sodas. $4 for a bottle of local brew;
$20 for a limited edition WAC stainless steel pint
glass plus fill up tickets. Also a raffle, fun for the
kids, a showing of 2017’s “Redbull Rampage” on
the big screen. 100 percent of the proceeds will
go directly to Willits Area Cyclists (WAC). Friday,
November 3. 6 pm. Brooktrails Community Center,
24860 Birch Street. Info: Adam Sherf wactrails@
gmail.com, and wactrails.wix.com/ride.
“Moon Over Buffalo”:
Opening night tonight
Blue Lotus
for comedic playwright
Ken Ludwig’s play “Moon
Over Buffalo,” which runs
November
3
through
November 19 at Willits
Community Theatre. This
comedic play, directed by
Bill Barksdale, centers
on two aging actors

Above: Pastor Karl Bliese, in front, and Tami Rempel,
left, Nancy Bliese, and Vicki Ham invite the Willits
community to the St. John Lutheran Church Women’s
Guild annual Soup and Dessert Lunch.

with one last chance for success and backstage
romantic nuttiness. Thursdays at 7 pm for $15,
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm for $20, and
Sunday matinees at 2 pm on November 12 and
19 at 2 pm for $15. Advance tickets are available
at Mazahar, 38 South Main Street; online at
brownpapertickets.com; or by phone 24/7 at
1-800-838-3006. Tickets will also available at the
door until sold out. The WCT playhouse is located
at 37 West Van Lane. A special First Thursday
benefit performance sponsored by the Emandal
Chorale will be held on November 9. For benefit
tickets, contact Tamara Adams at 459-9252.
Shanachie Pub: Huddy Bali are back, with rock
n roll out of Los Angeles/San Francisco. Friday,
November, 3. 9 pm. Shanachie Pub, 50 South
Main Street. Info: 459-9194.

Saturday, November 4
Willits Photography Club: November exhibit at
the Willits Center for the Arts features the camera
work of Willits photographers. Opening reception:
7 to 9 pm; members’ hour at 6 pm. Willits Center
for the Arts, 71 East Commercial Street. Gallery
hours: Wednesday through Sunday, 11 am to 6
pm. Info: 459-1726.
“Moon Over Buffalo”: Comedic playwright Ken
Ludwig’s play of backstage antics. 8 pm at Willits
Community Theatre. See Friday, November 3
listing for details.
Shanachie Pub: Adam Hill, roots acoustic
songwriter, plays at 6 pm. Stones and The Ghosts
combine songs and jams to create unique style, 9
pm. Saturday, November, 4. Shanachie Pub, 50
South Main Street. Info: 459-9194.

Sunday, November 5
“Hubbub” at Willits Environmental Hub:
Celebrate the Hub’s 1st Anniversary Gala with
food and entertainment on Sunday, November 5.
4 to 7 pm. Willits Hub, 630 South Main Street.

Senior Center Raffle Halloween Happenings
Annual
Get those tickets back in!
October 28: Halloween Costume
October 26: Costume Sale,
Halloween Waldorf School Enchanted The Harrah
Senior Center’s biggest fundraiser 3:45-5 pm, Willits Charter School, Party, Moon Lady, Downtown
Pumpkin Path
Willits
of the year is underway – and you don’t have to 1431 South Main Street
Boogie
Tuesday, October 31
leave home to participate. A dozen raffle tickets October 27: Costume Sale,
October 29: Willits Haunted
been mailed to the homes of many Willits 2:30-5 pm, Willits Charter School,
at the Mateel The Waldorf School of Mendocino County, 6280 have
Asylum, 6-8 pm, Willits Charter
residents. This year’s “2nd Annual FUNding
Friday, October 27

KMUD Radio and Mateel
Community Center present
the annual Halloween Boogie,
Friday, October 27 at the
Mateel, 59 Rusk Lane in
Redway. Five Alarm Funk
and Stymie & the Pimp Jones
Luv Orchestra perform at this
funky Halloween costume
party along with KMUD DJ’s
spinning between sets. A
costume contest for all age
groups with prizes for the best
costumes as well as a full bar
& food including treats will be
available. Tickets are on sale
now at local outlets in advance
or online for $25. The tickets
are $30 at the door. Proceeds
from Halloween Boogie benefit
KMUD and the Mateel. The
doors are at 8 pm and the
show starts at 9 pm.

Third Street, Calpella, invites the public to their
annual Enchanted Pumpkin Path on Tuesday,
October 31 from 4:30 to 8:30 pm. The kindergarten
playground and school campus will be transformed
into a “magical alternative to Trick-or-Treating” for
younger children and their families. The main event
is the Enchanted Path which consist of nine skits with
treats based around a children’s story. The school will
buzz with games, activities, and food. Admission is
$8 per person. Tickets can be purchased at The Cat’s
Meow in Willits, or the Mendocino Book Company
in Ukiah. The school campus opens at 4:30 pm with
food at The Smokey Cauldron Cafe.
Five
Alarm
Funk

Raffle” drawing will be held on November 3 –
there’s no need to be present to win – so there’s
plenty of time to get those tickets returned. With
about 50 prizes donated by local businesses,
you’ve got a pretty good chance at winning
something fabulous – for a price of $2 per ticket
or six for $10.
Last year’s first FUNding Raffle raised $8,263
to support the center’s many ongoing programs,
including affordable lunches, support groups,
Meals on Wheels, transportation services, social
and educational activities, and Outreach, which
provides seniors with information and advocacy
regarding community services, resources and
health care options. For info: 459-6826

Senior Center Lunch
Week of October 30 through November 3
Monday: Shredded Beef Tacos
Tuesday: Goulash

1431 South Main Street

October 27: Halloween Festival,
6-8 pm, Willits Library, 390, East
Commercial Street
October 27: KMUD Halloween
Boogie, 8 pm, at the Mateel,
Redway
October 28: Pet Costume
Contest, 11 am-2 pm, Mendo Mill,
305 East Commercial Street
October 28: Willits Haunted
Asylum, 6-8 pm, Willits Charter
School, 1431 Main Street
October 28: Halloween Bash at
the Grange, 6-11 pm. Little Lake
Grange, 291 School Street
October 28: Moon Lady-Moon
Man Halloween Costume Party,
9:30 pm. Shanachie Pub

School, 1431 Main Street

October 31: Makeup Glitter Party
CPG Studios 132 East Valley
Street
October 31: Enchanted Pumpkin
Patch, 4:30-8:30 pm, Waldorf
School, 6280 Third Street,
Calpella
October 31: “Happy Death
Day,” Noyo Theatre, 57 East
Commercial Street
October 31: Halloween Party and
Costume Contest at John’s Place,
377 South Main Street
November 1: Dia de Los
Muertos, 4-8 pm. Pomo Plaza
at Mendocino College Campus,
Ukiah

Wednesday: Fish and Chips
Thursday: Bratwurst

Homebrew Festival in Ukiah

Friday: Chicken and Dumplings

Harrah Senior Center serves lunch five days
per week from 11:45 am to 1 pm. 55 and older:
Saturday, November 4
$5.50 per meal; under 55: $7 per meal. Includes
The first Mendocino County Homebrew Festival soup, entree, vegetable, bread, dessert, and
is set for Saturday, November 4 at the Ukiah Valley drink. 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-6826.
Conference Center from 3 to 6 pm. This will be a
signature event for the 18th Annual Mendocino County
Mushroom, Wine, and Beer Festival. 30 homebrewers
from Mendocino and surrounding counties compete
in the People’s Choice Awards for ribbons and prizes,
including the Brewer’s Choice Award which will be
brewed by Ukiah Brewing Company and served at the
pub. There will be live music and for purchase Farmto-Table food by the Mendocino College Culinary
Arts Program. For tickets and information visit www.
mendohomebrewfest.com. Proceeds will benefit The Good Farm Fund that provides
economic development support to small farmers in Mendocino and Lake Counties,
and funds farmers market ‘Market Match’ programs to increase local food security.
This year’s proceeds directed to an emergency fund for farms affected by the fires.
Information at www.goodfarmfund.org.
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‘Mendocino Strong
Together’

Saturday, November 4
“Mendocino Strong Together” is the theme of a
dinner-music-auction fire relief fundraiser for the
Mendocino County Disaster Fund on Saturday,
November 4 from 4 to 10 pm at the Redwood Empire Fairgrounds,
1053 North State Street, Ukiah. Featuring a tri tip and taco dinner,
music by Alex DiGrassi and Spencer Brewer and Friends, plus a oneof-kind, only in Mendocino auction. After dinner, dance to the music of
Waylon and the Wildcats and the Johnny Young Band. “It is a time to
gather together with our friends and neighbors to begin the rebuilding
phase of the terrible fire losses in Redwood and Potter valleys. Every
dollar spent on this event will go to a deserving family or business in
need.” Tickets available locally at J.D. Redhouse and Mendo Mill in
Willits and Geiger’s Market in Laytonville. Auction items are needed
for the “Grand Local Auction of Great Items.” Contact Lana Eberhard
at 467-1018 at the Mendocino College Foundation to donate. Item
donations may be dropped off at 1000 Hensley Creek Road 9 am to
12 pm, and 1 to 4 pm. Deadline is November 1, 4 pm.

Do you have an event to include in our calendar?
We cover Willits, Laytonville and Covelo
community events for free! Email us a photo,
poster and copy-and-paste text to:

willitsweekly@gmail.com

End-of-day Monday deadline for Thursday
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The Story: An adventure/survival/love story in
the snow-covered peaks, a saga of courage and
epic perseverance. Dr. Ben Bass (Idris Alba) and
Alex Martin (Kate Winslet) and a golden Labrador
(Raleigh, Austin) survive a plane crash on a
snowy mountain range high above the timberline.
No one knows they are there. They have to
struggle and fight bitter cold and lack of food. I
loved the movie.
My Thoughts: Once again the critics diss a fine
movie. Idris Alba is grim, manly and heroic; he’s
a contemporary matinee
Daniel Essman idol. Kate Winslet is
Columnist
strong, subtle, beautiful,
and reliably tough. They
meet as strangers in an airport. This survival film
chronicles how their feelings for each other grow
into love. It is quite touching, totally unforced. I
believed it. Also,
spoiler alert, the
dog doesn’t die, but
there were times
when we were
worried.
Parents: This is a
touching story of
courage and loyalty.
But for children
below the age of 12,
let me caution, there
is an elegant, even
graceful love scene
which the kids
won’t particularly
understand, and a “PG” rating which the flick well
earns. So consider yourself forewarned.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality attenuated by the
wisdom of the imagination.

‘Haunted Asylum’
To the Editor:
Representing the Student Leadership class
of Willits Charter School and our decision to
set the theme of our Halloween fundraiser as
the “Haunted Asylum,” we would like to make
it very clear that in no way do we mean to
demean or mock the mentally unstable and
their respective journeys to stability.
We understand the potential for offense and
crudeness at the expense of the mentally ill,
but we have absolutely no intent to represent
those offenses in our fundraiser. We chose
the term “asylum” in our event as opposed to
“house” due to the stigma of the location that
is the asylum.
Due to the archaic nature of the term “asylum”
and that it is no longer officially the term used
in U.S. mental institutions, we do not mean
to demean the people who had spent time in
such facilities, but to utilize the stigma of an
abandoned asylum. If anything, we mean to
bring awareness to the dark connotation of
mental asylums, especially due to our county’s
history with the now closed and originally
named Mendocino State Asylum for the Insane
and the history that it comes with.
We, as student leaders of the WCS community,
do not stand for the degradation of the mentally
ill. We aim to make a haunted house with
ambiance of an outdated asylum. In no corner
of this ambience that will overtake our school
from October 28 to 29, from 6 to 8 pm, will you
find any content that demeans or makes fun of
the mentally ill.
We intend to make a spooky course for
supporters of our community and anyone
who’s in for a creative scare to enjoy, and for a
good cause! Originally, we planned on pledging
half of our profits and any further donations to
survivors of Hurricane Irma, however, due to
the recent wildfires scorching through Northern
California, we believe that our pledge must go
to the survivors in our community who are
beginning to rebuild after the Redwood fire
burned nearly 40,000 acres, displacing so
many people.
The money will be sourced to the Community
Foundation of Mendocino County to help
with relief and recovery. Our community is
beginning to recover from a major shock, and
we will need all the aid, funds, people, support,
and hope we can muster to help these people.
Please, join us at the 2017 WCS “Haunted
Asylum” knowing that we do not mean any ill
intent towards the mentally ill, and that your
experience with us will not be one of mockery
and demeaning, but of creativity and genuine
scares. We hope to see you on October 28 and
29 – thank you so much for your support!
WCS Student Leadership 2017,
Willits Charter School

This Week @ KLLG
This week at KLLG we are grateful to all who
came out to show their support for the station at our
birthday party, The Hill Punk Hoe Down. Year two is
looking like it will be an awesome one at the station
for our community.
─ Michelle Cummings
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Ongoing Events
Willits Farmers Market: Outdoor market Thursdays at the Rec
Grove Park on East Commercial Street through October 26;
moves indoors on November 2. 3 to 6 pm. Veggies, local meats
and local grains, dinner, savory and sweet baked goods, gift
items, jams and jellies, artisan and fair trade chocolates, crafts,
live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
“Seven Kinds of Wonderful”: The October show at the Willits
Center for the Arts features Esther Siegel (assemblage), Julie
Beardsley (assemblage), Laura Fogg (art quilts), Nancy Simpson
(art quilts), Mickey Fernandez (mosaics), Elizabeth Raybee
(mosaics), and Nan Trichler (art quilts). Willits Center for the Arts,
71 East Commercial Street. Gallery hours: Wednesday through
Sunday, 11 am to 6 pm. Ends October 29. Info: 459-1726.
Karaoke at Little John’s Place: Little John’s offers free live
entertainment including karaoke Wednesday nights from 10 pm
to closing. No charge, just come have fun. Info: 459-5636
Willits International Folk Dancing: Every Thursday from 7 to
9 pm. Learn recreational cultural dances from around the world.
Beginners welcome, no dance experience necessary. No partner
needed. $5 per class. Willits Charter School, 1431 South Main
Street. Info: Megan Wolf 530-647-6512 megster1989@yahoo.
com
Twice-Monthly Parkinson’s Discussion and Support Group:
Meets 2nd and 4th Thursdays, 10:30 to 11:45 am. In the
Conference Room at Willits Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Info: 459-1941.
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every Tuesday at
6:30 pm, at the Muse, 31 East San Francisco Avenue. Info: 4569425 or honemann@yahoo.com.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the Saint Francis
in the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 East Commercial Street.
Every 2nd and 4th Friday. Free. Everyone is welcome. Info: 4594932.
Willits Library Activities: Wednesdays: 11-11:30 am “Play
Group,” and 3:30 to 5:30 pm “Lego Day” (bring your imagination
and start building); Thursdays: 11 to 11:30 am “Story Time,” 4 pm
“Farmers Market Story Time”; Fridays: 3:30 to 4:30 pm; Fridays:
5 to 6 pm “Youth Game Night” (ages 10 to 14). Willits Library, 390
East Commercial Street. Info: 459-5908.
Willits Seed Lending Library: Offering information on seed
saving and gardening. Seeds of flowers, herbs, and vegetables
are free to seed library members, and seed donations are gladly
accepted.
Al-Anon Meeting: Thursday nights from 5:30 to 6:30 pm, at the
Baechtel Creek Village Community Room (behind Rite-Aid) at the
Evergreen Shopping Center. Saturdays at 10 am at St. Francis
Episcopal Church Fellowship Hall, 66 East Commercial Street.
“Al-Anon Family groups are a fellowship of relatives and friends
of alcoholics who share their experience strength and hope to
solve their common problems. We believe that alcoholism is a
family illness and that changed attitudes can aid recovery.”
Drop-in Knitting Circle: every Saturday of the month, from 2:30
to 4:30 pm at the Willits Branch Library, 390 East Commercial
Street. “Bring your own projects or your yarn and needles; we
have people who should be able to help solve problems and/or
help you learn to knit or crochet. Sign-ups are not necessary –
everyone is welcome to drop in.” Info: Lotus Baker at 456-9037,
or lotusb3@earthlink.net.
Soroptimists International of Willits: Women’s service club
aimed at the betterment of girls and women. Meets second and
third Tuesdays of every month, noon to 1 pm, at Old Mission
Pizza, 1708 South Main Street, in the back room. Women
interested in community service are welcome; new members are
encouraged to join at any time.
Life Changes: Discussion and support group with Linda Posner,
Wednesdays from 10 to 11 am. Harrah Senior Center, 1501
Baechtel Road.
Volleyball Open Gym: Baechtel Grove Gym, 1150 Magnolia
Street. Sundays 7 to 9 pm, and Tuesdays at 7:30 to 9:30 pm.
Some experience desired, but not required. $5 per night; first
night free. Info: Jeff at 354-1850.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from Smoking”
class sponsored by the Frank R. Howard Memorial Hospital.
Every Wednesday at the HMH Conference Room, 1 Madrone
Street, 6 to 7 pm. RSVP to Jennifer Barrett at 540-4208. Walk-ins
are always welcome.
Evening Meditation Class: Ideal for learning and practicing
Tranquility and Om meditation, Tuesdays, 7:30 pm. Sunday
Morning Fellowship: Dharma talk, guided silent and chanting
meditations, and introduction to Shambhala healing tools.
Sundays, 10:30 am. Still Mountain Meditation Center, 1500
Hearst Road. Info: 357-4676.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body Works
Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen gym: Monday, Wednesday
and Friday from 3 to 5 pm; Karate: Thursday, Little Dragonsages 3 to 6, 5:15 to 6 pm; Youth Karate-ages 6 to 11, 6 to 7
pm; Tweens to Adults-ages 11 and up, 7 to 8:30 pm. All
SAL programs free to the public. Info: www.facebook.com/
MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague or Mike Tobin:
354-0565.
Shanachie Pub: Singer songwriter Aaron Ford every first
Thursday at 6 pm. No cover. Jazz Night every second and
fourth Thursday. 8 pm. No cover. “Local musicians … take jazz
standards and infuse them with funk, hip hop, world, and free
form jamming. The outcome is unexplainable.” Open Mic Night
every Wednesday. Sign up for the lottery from 3 pm, when the
Pub opens, to 7:30 pm. “An eclectic array of local musicians and
even performers from around the world!” 50 South Main Street,
behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.
Laytonville Farmers Market: Mondays, from 2:30 to 5:30 pm
at Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Local fresh
fruits and vegetables, artisan goat cheeses, ranch meats, eggs,
handcrafted clothing, live music and much more.

MaMuse & Fula Brothers

Wednesday, November 8
Two bands, MaMuse & Fula Brothers, join up for a
Folk Gospel and West Africa-California Boogie, to dance
and raise spirits, at a concert of “honey for the soul” on
Wednesday, November 8. The doors open 7 pm at Willits
Center for the Arts, 71 East Commercial Street. MaMuse
will play a stirring set of folk/gospel/harmony inspiration,
then Fula Brothers will light the dance floor with a West
African-California Groove experience. “Expect a full heart,
a lively community of dancers, and collaborative magic
when the bands play together.” Tickets are $20 in advance,
$25 at the door. Tickets available at mamuse-fulabrotherswillits.eventbrite.com.

5th Annual Día De Los
Muertos in Ukiah

Wednesday, November 1
Mendocino College invites the community to join the
college faculty, staff and students in celebrating the 5th
annual Dia de los Muertos at the Pomo Plaza of the
Ukiah campus on Wednesday, November 1 from 4 to 8
pm. “Everyone is welcome at this free event so bring your
family and friends and join us for an entertaining evening
featuring live music, traditional dancers, arts and crafts,
food, piñatas, altars and so much more!” Mendocino
College is located at 1000 Hensley Creek Road. To reserve
a space to create an altar or for more information, contact
Juvenal Vasquez at 468-3115.
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Below: Steve Marston and Karla McDonald ham it up,
while their on-stage daughter, Blare Elliott, regrets the
day she was ever born into show business.
At right: A distraught Steve Marston, left, seeks in
vain for solace from Karla McDonald and Christopher
Martineau. Far right: Mary Burns, left, is about to hang up
on the most important call ever for the acting career of
Karla McDonald, in this scene from Ken Ludwig’s classic
comedy “Moon Over Buffalo,” which plays at the Willits
Community Theatre through November 19.

The rest of

Moon

From Page 10

got good energy. I’m basically off book. I don’t know all
my lines, but I don’t need the script to muddle my way
through. I learned something producing a children’s play
this summer. They were terrific at staying in character and
not knowing their lines at all. Just be entertaining. That’s
what counts.”
Christopher Martineau, who plays the part of Paul
Singer, shared: “Paul is the company manager of the
failing company. Paul is in the midst of trying to help save
the company and it’s obviously falling apart all around him.
Roz walks in, an old love that’s still burning, and makes
him start thinking about her again. Basically, Paul is just
being knocked off balance the whole time. I’m drawn to the
chaos of this part and character.
Photos by Mathew Caine

‘Moon Over Buffalo’

Local favorites star in show biz farce at Willits Community Theatre
By Steve Hellman, for WCT
Playing at the Willits Community Theatre from November
3 to 19 is the hilarious farce, “Moon Over Buffalo.” From
master comedic playwright Ken Ludwig, the production
is directed by local hit-maker, Bill Barksdale. The story
centers on two aging actors with one last chance for
success – if everything goes as planned. However, with
a plethora of pratfalls, slamming doors, and a myriad of
backstage shenanigans – everything that could go wrong
goes wrong and the result becomes poignant and hilarious.
Graced with a cast of local favorites, the production will
undoubtedly provide a memorable entertainment for
WCT’s 2017 main-stage season finale.
Starring in the lead roles are Steve Marston, in his third
show with Barksdale, and Karla McDonald, who reigned
as the memorable Maggie in the Barksdale-directed “Cat
on A Hot Tin Roof.” The cast also includes Blare Elliott who
recently appeared in the lead for “Chicago,” WCT veteran
Mary Burns who beautifully portrayed Molly Ivins in “Red
Hot Patriot,” and Christopher Martineau who was the wildly
hilarious hero of “The Nerd.” Rounding out the cast are
Matt Ryan, Lisa Wilcox and the witty veteran of many WCT
dramas and comedies, Christopher Martin.
In Barksdale’s career spanning more than 20 years
with WCT, the director has generated a legacy of popular
shows. He says he brought “Moon Over Buffalo” to WCT in
large part for the Ludwig’s brilliance in writing an over-thetop farce about what it means to be in show business and
to be a professional actor. Ludwig is well-known for more
than two dozen plays, including Broadway hits like “Lend
Me a Tenor,” which was performed at WCT in 2010.
“Moon Over Buffalo” is essentially about what happens

back stage, with the personal dramas between the players,
says Barksdale. “It’s literally like we’re taking the audience
members out of their seats and putting them back stage, to
witness what goes on, which is often more fascinating than
what happens on stage.”
In this madcap farce, Marston and McDonald star as
George and Charlotte Hay, two fading stars in early old
age. They’re barely hanging on as actors, while appearing
in a repertoire production in the industrial backwater of
Buffalo – not exactly Broadway. The couple is also on the
brink of a disastrous split-up after George’s dalliance with
a young ingénue. However, hold on. Famed film director
Frank Capra is coming to town and, if he likes their show,
he may cast George and Charlotte in his latest movie. This
is their big chance for a revival of their careers – if all goes
well.
But then toss in their daughter who hates theater, a
deaf mother who insists on being stage manager, a TV
weatherman with two mistaken identities, Charlotte’s
boyfriend, a wealthy lawyer trying to lure her away to his
mansion, and the crazy fun begins and doesn’t let up for
a second.
“The result,” says Barksdale, “is one of the funniest plays
ever written.”
“Moon Over Buffalo” opens on Friday, November 3, and
plays through November 19. Thursdays at 7 pm, Fridays
and Saturdays at 8 pm, and some Sunday matinees.
Tickets for the Thursday and Sunday shows are $15, and
for the Friday and Saturday shows $20. Advance tickets
are available in person at Mazahar, 38 South Main Street;
online at brownpapertickets.com; or by phone 24 / 7 at
800-838-3006. Tickets will also available at the door until
sold out.

‘Moon Over Buffalo’

actors talk about their roles
In the words of Mary Burns, who plays Ethyl in the
upcoming “Moon Over Buffalo”: “I’m learning so much
from Bill. I like the way he gets on stage and shows
you the whole part and then you go and do it. He wants
to pull out the very best from you. He’s very animated.
I love watching him. He’s like a dancer watching other
dancers on stage. They sit up and help their fellow
dancers to leap with their will. He loves what he is
doing and it’s infectious.”
Karla MacDonald, who plays the character Charlotte
Hay, expressed: “I love [Hay’s] survival instinct, her
refusal to give up. I love the bits of the drama. It’s
certainly fun to just give in to that self-absorbency and
melodrama on occasion. This character is completely
about that. They, George and Charlotte, are really
incapable of considering anyone but themselves,
except occasionally each other when their survival is
at stake.
“I love this play. Bill and I have turned out some
really fantastic product in the past, and I trust that
when I go to the stage that I’m taken care of. It will be
the best version it can be. It’s a painful process, but
this cast is fantastic.”
Steve Marston, who plays the character George
Hay, said: “George is an aging actor who is in the
twilight of his career. He’s reached a crisis in his life
and that’s what the play is about. I like this guy. He’s
full of himself ̶ big ego ̶ an easy part to play. The
world is here for George Hay.
“I think we have a first-rate company. Everybody’s
Read the rest of

Moon

Over on Page 11

“When you start doing a play, I think there is a certain
amount of latitude that the actors should have to bring to
the table, what they have in mind. Sometimes there are
things that the director won’t see that the actor can bring to
mind. If you’re not bringing it, Bill’s going to bring it for you.”
Blare Elliot, who plays the character Rosalind, explained:
“I play the daughter of Charlotte and George. I grew up in
the theater and am not the biggest fan of that life because
of the lack of security. But it is in my blood so I keep getting
drawn back into it.
“The cast is wonderful. We have so much fun at
rehearsals. Everyone has a good humor and a good
attitude about everything. Come see this play. You’re going
to laugh no matter how stone-cold you might be.”
Matt Ryan plays the part of Howard and said: “Howard
is Roz’s fiancé at the beginning of the show. He’s a local
Buffalo weatherman, totally star-struck by George and
Charlotte. He sees what he’s doing as the same as what
they’re doing, even though it’s not even close. I like the
added level of humor he brings to the show. They all have
their family thing going on, then I show up and add in this
level of confusion.”
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Fictitious Business Name
Statement

Fictitious Business Name
Statement

2017-F0723
The following person or persons
are doing business as: Sparetime
Garden Center, 208 East San
Francisco Avenue, Mendocino
County, Willits, CA 95490. Sparetime
Garden Center is conducted by a
corporation, Sparetime Supply,
Incorporated, 475 East San
Francisco Avenue, Willits, CA
95490.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name listed above on:
5/20/2017.
S t at ement fi l ed wi t h t he
Mendocino County Clerk on October
3, 2017.
s/Michael A. Griggs, Jr., President

2017-F0722
The following person or persons
are doing business as: Sparetime
Supply Distribution, 475 East San
Francisco Avenue, Mendocino
County, Willits, CA 95490. Sparetime
Supply Distribution is conducted by a
corporation, Sparetime Supply,
Incorporated, 475 East San
Francisco Avenue, Willits, CA
95490.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name listed above on:
5/20/2017.
S t at ement fi l ed wi t h t he
Mendocino County Clerk on October
3, 2017.
s/Michael A. Griggs, Jr., President

Pub dates 10/19, 10/26, 11/02
and 11/09/2017

Pub dates 10/19, 10/26, 11/02
and 11/09/2017

NOTICE OF SALE OF GOODS
TO SATISFY SELF STORAGE FACILITY LIEN
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned intends to sell
the personal property described below to enforce a lien
imposed on said property pursuant to Sections 21700-21716 of
the Business & Professions Code, Section 2328 of UCC, Section
535 of the Penal Code and provision of the Civil Code.
The undersigned will sell at public sale by competitive bidding
on the 4th day of November, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. on the
premises where said property has been stored and which are
located at GLENMARK NORTH 395 North Main Street, Willits,
CA 95490, County of Mendocino, State of California the
following:
Michael Azevedo (G11), Jeffrey Ashline (107), Bruce Helt (419)
and Robert Letimer (224).
The goods are described as: Antique cash register, compound
bow, fishing poles, camping items, furniture, misc totes.
Purchases must be paid for at the time of purchase in cash
only. All purchased items sold as is, where is, and must be
removed at the time of the sale. Sale subject to cancellation in
the event of settlement between owner and the obliged party.
Glen Green, Bond #70784656, (707) 459-4628
Pub Date: 10-26-2017 and 11-2-2017
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October 18 to October 25
by LLFD Training Chief Eric Alvarez

Responded to reported vehicle fire. Little Lake Fire
arrived on scene of an engine compartment smoldering.
The fire had been extinguished prior to our arrival, and
there was no extension to the wildland. 8 firefighters
responded for service.

10-19-17 (Sherwood Road)

Current Job Openings:
Program Administrator
Sheriff’s Services Technician
Social Worker Assistant II
For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

EOE

EAT • DRINK • BE SCARY

October 31st
All guests that are wearing a costume and have
minimally $40 in play will be eligible for the
costume contest that will start after 10:00PM.

10-23-17 (Highway 162, mile marker 10)

2nd Prize - $500 Cash

Responded to a reported single-vehicle rollover. Prior
to our arrival a single occupant had self-extricated and
declined medical attention. 13 firefighters responded for
service.

3rd Prize - $250 Cash

$35/hour
Experienced
Local References
Lynn 456-9215

Ca Licensed
Contractor

Mason-Byers
and
Son Construction Lic
#
B-675686. General
Building Contractors, new
construction, renovation,
finish carpentry, estimates.
Call or text 707-984-6329.

2012 Nissan Leaf all
electric car, white, near
showroom condition with
all available features,
30,300 miles. Sonoma/
PGE power perks. Asking
10k or OBO, call or text
707-984-6329.

For Rent

Executive office - 2 large
offices, 1 small; kitchen,
bath and reception. 1,240
square feet. An additional
370 square feet could be
added if needed. Call Margie, 459-6874 or Megan,
972-8776.

Hair Stations

Adam’s Restaurant
50 S. Main St. Hwy. 101. Willits, CA

707-409-4378
Open Tuesday through Sunday
Closed Mondays

10-22-17 (Birch Street)

1st Prize - $1,000 Cash

Bookkeeping
Services

Willits Salon & Spa: hair
stations for rent or commission. Also seeking spa
professionals. 91 So. Main
St. WillitsSpa.com 707841-1100

New phone number

Responded to a multi-family structure fire. Little Lake
Fire arrived on scene and begin fire suppression with the
Brooktrails Fire Department. After the fire was extinguished,
Little Lake Fire assisted with mop-up activities and later
released by Brooktrails Fire. 15 firefighters responded for
service.

John Ford Rancher’s
Choice Box: 50 pounds of
steaks, roasts and ground
beef. $300 ($6/pound),
amazing deal! Natural
ranch-raised grass fed
beef, no hormones or
antibiotics. Call now: 4595193.

Free Horse Manure

10-22-17 (Mill Creek)
Responded to Mill Creek to assist ambulance staff at
scene. Patient was loaded into the ambulance by medical
staff and Little Lake Fire. Patient was then transported
by ground ambulance to Howard Memorial Hospital. 9
firefighters responded for service.

Amazing!!
Beef Special

Free horse manure. You
pick up; our tractor can
load your truck. 1 mile
from town. Call Jolene,
707-841-7758.

10-22-17 (Ridgewood Road)
Responded to a vehicle into tree. Little Lake Fire arrived
on scene to find a vehicle into the tree with front-end
damage. After an extensive search of the surrounding area
no occupants of the vehicle were located. 8 firefighters
responded for service.

Tutoring, Test Prep
Mac Smith 459-MATH

Electric Car

As of October 20, 2017, the last of the Little Lake Fire
Protection District resources were released from the
Mendocino Lake Complex (Redwood fire in Mendocino
County and Sulphur fire in Lake County). Little Lake
resources included: Engine-5468- STC-Redwood #1
– (4) personnel; Engine-5469- STC-Redwood #3 – (4)
Personnel; Water Tender 5494-Single resource – (2)
Personnel; Command Vehicle 5401- Strike Team Leader,
STC-Redwood #1 – (1) Personnel; Command Vehicle
5402-Task Force Leader 52, Eastern Sierra 14 – (1)
Personnel; and 15, GHR Hot Shot Crew.

m
u
t
s
Co arty
P

Algebra, Geometry

Need help with your
computer? I will come to
your home or business. PC
and Macintosh. Repairs
and configuration $50/
hr. Tutoring $30/hr. Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
macamergin@yahoo.com.

F IRE CALL S
10-18-2017 (1800 block Muir Mill Road)

English, Math, Test Prep,
Homework Support, Study
Skills. Maddie Armstrong
… 707 841-3106. Call to
arrange free consultation
and grade availability.

Computer Help

LITTLE LA KE FI R E PROTECTION DISTRICT

10-20-17 (Mendocino-Lake Complex)

HALLOWEEN
e

Affordable Tutoring
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– Mathew Caine, Willits Weekly

Responded to a reported chimney fire. Little Lake Fire
was canceled during response by Brooktrails Fire. 8
firefighters responded for service.

F A B U LO U S

LEGAL NOTICES CLASSIFIEDS

Heartfelt Counseling

Divora Stern LCSW,
Energy
Psychology,
(707) 354-9911. Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy, EFT,
Alternative
Modalities
Available Somatic/TRE,
Art As Therapy. Seeking
Help As A Strength. 716 S.
Main Willits. Partnership &
Medicare Accepted

Help Wanted

Mortuary Transport Driver.
On call, nights and weekends. Must have valid CDL
and pass a drug test. Pick
up an application at AnkerLucier Mortuary, 95 W
Commercial Street, Willits.

Help Wanted

Direct Service Aides
needed to work with disabled adults. Salary DOE.
Must have high school
diploma or equivalent. CA
DL, Clean DMV, Drug Test,
Fingerprint req’d. EOE
Apply at 300 E. Gobbi
St., Ukiah 462-2395. Also
seeking IHSS providers.

Help Wanted

Adventist Health Homecare & Hospice Services
– Mendocino County. Part
Time or Per Diem Speech
Therapist needed. Call
H/R Trudy #456-3230.

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent

Space for RV’s and
Trailers $425 per month,
includes water & garbage.
Close to Safeway in Willits.
Call Rhonda (707) 3676178. See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

SEWING AND
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing
Teacher
Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Seamqueen.blog
707-367-6182, Willits.

Ukiah Toastmasters

Ukiah Toastmasters welcomes interested members of the public to its
OPEN HOUSE, Friday,
October 27, 2017, from
6:45 am to 7:45 am, 413
N. State Street, Ukiah.
For more info: Please visit
our website: www.ukiah.
toastmastersclubs.org or
our Facebook page: www.
facebook.com/UkiahToastmasters.

Volunteers Needed

Frank R. Howard Memorial Hospital is looking for
positive members of the
community to volunteer in
the gift shop, information/
greeting desk, hospitality cart and the garden.
Hours are flexible and can
include weekends. More
info? Call 456-3245.

Volunteer
Opportunities

The Willits Senior Center
has many areas where
your expertise and talents
are needed. Front Desk,
Thrift Store, Dining Room,
Sunday Bingo, Sunday
Breakfast, Special Dinners, Landscaping, Garden, Firewood. Come join
our team, call Deb at 707459-6826.

Weight Watchers

Join us! Every Monday at
5 pm at the Willits Center
for the Arts upstairs, 71 E.
Commercial St. Feel better. Look better. Have fun.
More information? Call
707-841-7758.

Marc Komer

Legal Document Assistant

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,
Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

www.mendolegaldocs.com

459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits

I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

4th Prize - $150 Cash
5th Prize - $100 Cash
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Gentle Panda

HMH
Chaplain
Dennis
Long.

Panda is a stuffed toy aficionado, and he
knows “Sit.” He is a 1-year-old male mixedbreed dog who currently weighs 62 pounds.
Panda is a sweet dog who gently takes treats
with a soft, delicate mouth. Panda would be best
in a home with children over 12, as his energy
might overwhelm a younger child. Panda needs
to learn about “four paws on the floor,” and an
obedience class would be a good place for him
to brush up on his training.

Cannabis losses ‘substantial’
in Mendocino fires

From The New York Times to High Times to the Wall Street Journal and even
Facebook, this country and county are talking about the fires in Mendocino, Sonoma and
Napa counties and how they have affected the 2017 cannabis harvest.
Hezekiah Allen, executive director of the California Growers Association, a
Sacramento-based cannabis grower/cultivator trade organization, confirmed Monday
that eight Mendocino farms on the “permit track” were destroyed in the Redwood fire.
He expects that number to grow as Redwood Valley residents return to their homes and
assess the damage this week.
Jane Futcher
Allen reported that 23 permit-track farms in Sonoma
Columnist
County were also destroyed by fire.
Hundreds more unpermitted grows were lost in Sonoma, Napa and Mendocino
counties.
Allen said he is working with California’s departments of agriculture, hazardous
materials and public health to determine what contaminants might be present in cannabis
exposed to intense smoke.
“This is in some ways an unprecedented fire event,” Allen said. “It struck urban areas
in some cases. We don’t really know what chemicals were in the smoke. We are working
on getting a list of potential contaminants.” Then they will test for them.
None of the farmer members of CGA has lost their life, Allen said, but he knows of
“some pretty severe tragedies.”
He thinks the financial value of the lost crops is “substantial,” but at this point he and
his organization are still reeling from the personal devastation to members and cannot
yet put a dollar value on their losses.
“We want to ensure that partial crop losses don’t turn into total crop losses,” Allen said.
One way to maintain the value of smoke-exposed cannabis, he said, is to explain to
consumers that cannabis exposed to smoke is not necessarily unhealthy. He said many
buyers are eager to support farmers in the fire zone by buying cannabis that may be
discolored and have a “campground barbecue flavor” – if it’s not harmful.
Not everyone is rooting for local cannabis farmers. I was shocked to learn that some
Mendocino residents were celebrating and
praying that cannabis farmers and their crops
would be destroyed in the Redwood fire.
I discovered this on Facebook, when a
Willits Facebook “friend” posted the following:
“It sickens me to say I have heard anticannabis people wishing that growers would
lose their homes, vehicles and crops. As if all
growers are bad people, and it’s OK to wish
bad things for them. Bad things happen to
good people too. Self-righteous people who
probably even think they are Christian.”
My friend’s remark drew some quick and
passionate responses. One confessed she
had also heard such anti-grower sentiments.
Many came to the defense of cannabis
farmers.
“You know I don’t approve of marijuana – Hezekiah Allen, executive director of the
no secret there,” said one person. “But I agree California Growers Association.
wholeheartedly with your statement. I’ve seen
this on Facebook and it appalls me. Christian is as Christian does.”
“Typical of this county. It really makes me sad,” someone else said.
“No one deserves to lose anything,” chimed a person.
Said another: “Many people’s lives have been destroyed from abusing alcohol, but
we don’t wish harm to the grape growers, vintners and huge economy surrounding the
wine industry. Only ignorance would cause someone to wish harm on cannabis growers.”
“I would not wish this tragedy on my worst enemy,” wrote someone else.
The way I look at it, cannabis is the economic driver of this county. If cannabis farmers
are hurt, we all lose, economically – in lost property taxes, sales taxes, and retail sales –
and in social, emotional, mental and
physical health costs.
Read the rest of
These fires have been sad and
Losses Over on Page 15

Handsome
Vern
Meet Vern! He’s a
handsome young Labrador
retriever
/
Rhodesian
ridgeback mix who is just
over a year old. He is wellsocialized and seems to
be a generally all-around
good guy. He’s been wellbehaved around other dogs,
rather disinterested in cats,
and likes people in general.
He has an abundance of
love to give and is looking
for that special family to
come meet him and take him
home! If sweet and gentle
are the characteristics you
seek, then hurry down to
meet Vern!
For more information on
Vern or other adoptable
animals, call Humane
Society for Inland Mendocino
County at 485-0123, check
www.mendohumanesociety.
com, or visit the shelter at
9700 Uva Drive in Redwood
Valley. Open hours: 1 to 5
pm, Wednesday through
Friday; and 11 am to 3 pm,
Saturday and Sunday. To
volunteer or help take the
dogs for a walk, please join
us on Sundays at 11 am for
an orientation.

Coping after the fire

Advice from a
hospital chaplain

By Cici Winiger for HMH
The recent fire have no doubt changed our communities
forever. And the road to rebuilding and recovery is just
beginning. Whether one was impacted directly by having to
evacuate, losing a loved one, or just being stressed from the
uncertainty of it all, there are many emotions involved.
Chaplain Dennis Long, spiritual care director at Frank R.
Howard Memorial Hospital, shares that taking care of one’s
emotional and mental health needs is just as important as our
physical needs. “During a disaster, people go into a survival
mode and your instincts take over,” Long said. “You make it
work; you do whatever it takes to protect yourself and your
family. But after the adrenaline has worn off, and you start
seeing the aftermath, all the stressors are present, and the
reality of what has happened begins the roller coaster of
emotions.”
Long, who offers emotional and spiritual support for patients
and their families while in the hospital, says the feeling of loss
one encounters during a death in the family or after getting
a cancer diagnosis could also be the same as losing your
property, a pet or a job during a disaster.
Long, who also works with first responders and healthcare
workers after a stressful situation, such as the death of a
colleague or after a disaster response, says it’s important to
recognize one’s emotions and hold space for the grief and
feeling of loss process: This applies to those directly impacted
and those who have family members and friends who have
been impacted by the fire.
“Allow yourself to feel those emotions – don’t feel bad about
Read the rest of

Coping

Over on Page 15

The empty tanker truck hangs over the
guardrail on Highway 101 just south of Willits.
Photo courtesy Caltrans District 1

grow next door to her is “out of control.” However, county
Interim Commissioner of Agriculture Diane Curry told Willits
Weekly the grow is in compliance – or at least moving toward
compliance – with the county’s medical cannabis cultivation
ordinance.

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Department of Agriculture staffers visited the property
the week of August 7. Afterwards, Cook said, when Curry
told her the grow was in compliance with the county’s
cannabis cultivation ordinance, she retained the services
of Keith Conaway, currently a real estate agent in Novato.
According to his report, Conaway has a bachelor’s degree
in environmental sciences from Seattle Pacific University
and was appointed by former U.S. President Bill Clinton as
an advisor to President Mikhail Gorbachev and the Global
Green Foundation for five years.
In early September, Conaway visited Cook’s property and
assessed, from there, conditions on the property next door.
He found numerous instances where he believes operations
and conditions on the property are out of compliance with
the ordinance.
According to a paper he wrote on September 8, Conaway
noted several areas he said were violations, including the
following:
“Rapid removal of tree cover. For over four months there
has been regular chainsaw use to remove trees to create
a single- and double-terrace grow over 600 feet long,”
Conaway wrote.
“Grows directly on year-round creek with no erosion
or leaching controls.” Conaway opined this was “in direct
opposition to your regulations and guidelines,” and noted
the county’s own publication, “Watershed Best Management
Practices for Cannabis Growers.”
Conaway also named conditions he claimed were
violations of the county’s cannabis ordinance: terracing and
disruption of soils on hillsides for expanding grows, noise
from chainsaws, generators and heavy equipment, visual
blight from four large hoop houses in the main view of the
Cook residence, major expansion of the number of plants
– from about 60 plants in 2016 to what Conaway termed
“thousands of plants” during the height of the 2017 grow
season – toxic and chemical exposure (both on the subject
property and on the Cook property), diversion of springs on
both properties, as well as the diversion of a creek on the
neighboring property.
Conaway wrote the diversion of watercourses was “a major
environmental concern with the coming rains. Restoring this
resource is imperative and should concern the county as
much as it should other agencies.”
Conaway added he suspected artificial lighting was being
used, or would be used in the future, to create growing
conditions inside of one or more hoop houses on the property.
This, he said, was against the provisions of the cannabis
ordinance. “One would suspect that this is being used with
artificial light, against their application and all regulations for
an artificial lighted grow. This is not an enclosed building, but
simply a hoop house with black plastic on all sides.”

The county again found the grow on the property in
question was in compliance.
“We’ve investigated those complaints and we have not
found any violations that would warrant us denying their
permit application,” Curry said. “There are things that need
to be addressed, and the applicant is addressing them.
Everything looks like they are moving toward compliance. I
know that building permits have been issued.”
Contacted by Willits Weekly, Croskey declined to comment
on the difference of opinion between Cook and Curry, and on
the accuracy of the allegations by Cook and Conaway. “I’ve
been trying to make sure that [Cook’s] concerns are heard
and that she is not being ignored,” Croskey said. “As far as
looking at the property and assessing it for violations, that’s
not my role. That’s why we have trained code enforcement
officer.”
Cook said she was “dumbfounded” by the county’s apparent
willingness to issue a cultivation permit to the property
owner. “They are building buildings without permits. They
are terracing slopes, which is against the rules. They have
diverted streams, which is against the rules. They don’t have
water there, so they are bringing in four to five water trucks a
day. Isn’t that against the rules? Over the past six months they
have cut down over 150 trees over there. That’s against the
rules. They are making a lot of noise. They’ve got generators
going on over there eight hours a day. That’s against the rules.
“I would like to know what she [Diane Curry] thinks is in
compliance?
“I’m not against pot growing,” Cook added. “I’ve lived out
here for 17 years, and that whole time I’ve had pot growing
going on around me, and I’m OK with it. What I’m against is
bad pot growing. And this is a bad grow, because the growers
over there have no respect for the land, and no respect for
their neighbors. It is inappropriate from an environmental
standpoint, and it is inappropriate in terms of the county rules.
“I’m really incensed that a group of supervisors have gotten
together to write a bunch of regulations that you are supposed
to follow, when they are not. If those regulations have been
written to regulate cannabis, those regulations ought to be
followed.
“I’m living in a rural residential area. But if you’re talking
about 10,000 plants, that’s not residential. They are making
this area not a residential place anymore. That’s not how it’s
supposed to be.
“For [Curry] to say there’s no problem over there, I am
dumbfounded,” Cook said.
Curry told Willits Weekly her department is in contact with
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife regarding
conditions on the property in question. “We are reaching out
to Fish and Wildlife so that they can do their paperwork and
determine if the neighbor needs an LSA [Lake and Streambed
Alteration] agreement,” she said.

1475 BAECHTEL ROAD
WILLITS, CA 95490
707-459-1616
MON-FRI 10:00-4:00
Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047
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After Cook made a copy of Conaway’s report available to
Curry, Curry scheduled a second visit to the property. That
took place September 29, and Supervisor Croskey came
along.

Redwood Meadows is an active independent
senior community featuring 101 apartment
homes, primarily a mix of one and two bedroom
apartments which are single story 4-plex
cottage-type set amongst seven acres of park like
landscaping.
We are a smoke-free and pet friendly community.
We boast a community center where activities
are held like card games, Bingo, birthdays and
socials. We also have a barbecue area for
residents to get together for social functions.
Redwood Meadows is conveniently located
adjacent to the William F. Harrah Senior Center
with a thrift store, cafeteria and taxi service, and
Howard Memorial Hospital is just blocks away.
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Odds

“We’ve been on-site twice, the last time with Supervisor
[Georgeanne] Croskey,” Curry said. “The neighbor is in
compliance as far as we are concerned.”

The Ukiah Animal Shelter is located at
298 Plant Road in Ukiah. Adoption hours are
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from
10 am to 4:30 pm, and Wednesday from 10 am
to 6:30 pm. To view photos and bios of some
of the other wonderful adoptable animals here,
please visit online at: www.mendoanimalshelter.
com. More info about adoptions: 707-467-6453.
COLUMN | Cannabis Diary

The rest of
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Semi crash blocks southbound 101 traffic

An Elk Grove man escaped
injured, but traffic on Highway 101
was partially blocked last Thursday
when he lost control of his big rig in
light rain near the Harris quarry south
of Willits.

Thirty-three-year-old
Singh
Talwinder was southbound on the
highway just before 6 pm on October
19 when he reportedly lost control of

his 2015 Volvo tractor-trailer due to
wet road conditions, high winds, and
the speed the truck was traveling,
state traffic officers said.

The big rig crashed through the
highway guardrail and came to rest
with the cab hanging over a steep
embankment on the west side of the
road while the empty tanker trailer
blocked the southbound lanes, the

CHP said.

Caltrans, CalFire and state traffic
officers had to redirect southbound
traffic into one of the highway’s
northbound lanes for several hours
while crews recovered the tractortrailer.
This report was based on a press
release from the California Highway
Patrol.

Hit-and-run driver gets 12 years in state prison
A 20-year-old Willits man was sentenced last Friday to
140 months in state prison for the December 2015 death
of a transient.
In late August, a Mendocino County Superior Court
jury had found Justin Everett Phillips guilty of vehicular
manslaughter with gross negligence, leaving the scene of
an accident where serious bodily injury has been inflicted,
engaging in a speed contest causing serious bodily injury,
reckless driving causing bodily injury, and resisting arrest.
Phillips was accused of driving the truck that ran down
49-year-old Donald Wagner on Center Valley Road on
December 8, 2015. Wagner was wearing dark-colored
clothing and walking west in the eastbound lane of the
roadway in cool, rainy weather at about 4:30 am when he

was struck.
Phillips stopped, momentarily, and then fled the scene
without calling for help, leaving Wagner to die, according
to state traffic officers.
Last month, Phillips also plead guilty to recklessly
evading a peace officer, a felony. That crime occurred in
November 2016.
“The investigation [in this case] took a while, and the
evidence was not as straightforward as we normally
would like, but nevertheless we were still able to achieve
the right and necessary results,” said Assistant District
Attorney Rick Welsh, who prosecuted the case.
This report was based on a press release from the
Mendocino County District Attorney’s Office.

Disaster Fund of Mendocino County
aids residents affected by fire
Within hours of the firestorm which began the Redwood Complex
Wildfire, the Community Foundation of Mendocino County mobilized
the Disaster Fund for Mendocino County, and was presenting grant
monies to help those most affected by the fire. Donations to the
Disaster Fund for Mendocino County poured in, with 900 donors
contributing approximately $360,000 in 10 days.
Immediate needs were addressed through two local non-profits,
North Coast Opportunities and the Mendocino Coast Children’s
Fund. One hundred percent of all donations are being distributed to
those in need, thanks to a sponsorship of administrative costs from
Obenyah LLP, CPAs, Fetzer Vineyards, and an anonymous donor.
The grants provided funds for gas and grocery cards, N-95 masks,
motel stays, clothing and diapers, and as repopulation and recovery
continue, will also address longer-term needs such as temporary
housing, replacement of essential household items and medical care
or counseling. Those in need of assistance should contact NCO,
visit their website (www.ncoinc.org), or contact NCO Administrative
Manager Robyn Bera (707-467-3236, rbera@ncoinc.org). The
Mendocino Coast Children’s Fund can be reached at 707-684-6644,
website www.mccf.info or email mccf@mcn.org.
The Disaster Fund for Mendocino County is managed by the
Community Foundation of Mendocino County, and was created in
2014 with a lead gift of $20,000. The Disaster Fund is designed to
be awarded to family resource centers, senior centers, community
dining rooms and other non-profits that provide disaster relief and
recovery services. Major contributors to the fund include George &
Ruth Bradford Foundation, Harvest Market and its shoppers, Sonoma
Clean Power, Fetzer Vineyards, Savings Bank of Mendocino County,
and Ukiah Natural Foods Co-op and its shoppers.
Additionally, contributions came from a number of Community
Foundation of Mendocino County donor-advised funds including:
the Pearson Family Fund, Hudson Family Fund, Mabel Albertson
Fund, J-Olivanti Fund, Sandy Mailliard Fund, Martin and Morris
Fund, John Pack and Linda Francis Family Fund, Ted and Wilma
Westman Donor Advised Fund, and Klein Family Fund for South
Coast Opportunities.
“Many survivors don’t have the resources to even cover their basic
needs right now,” said Megan Barber Allende, president and CEO of
the Community Foundation. “We are so thankful for the generosity
of the community and for the many people who have stepped up to
help out. The grants will provide immediate relief, but will also offer
some short- and long-term assistance.”
Donations to the Disaster Fund for Mendocino County can be made
at the Community Foundation’s website, www.communityfound.org,
or by mailing or dropping off a check to the Community Foundation
office at 204 South Oak Street, Ukiah, CA 95482. Donations are
also accepted by phone at (707) 468-9882 or at any branch of the
Savings Bank of Mendocino County.
Barber Allende adds, “This experience reminds me how we are all
so connected as a community. When the people we know experience
loss in such deep ways, we all hurt. Recovery is a slow process as
we adjust to the new normal. I am grateful for the ways we come
together and support each other when the unimaginable happens.”
– submitted by the Community
Foundation of Mendocino County
Editor’s Note: In Willits, Sparetime Supply and the Griggs family has
offered to match up to $10,000 of donations to the disaster fund:
“Make checks out to the Community Foundation Disaster Fund
(68-0330462), and mail them to Sparetime Supply, 475 East San
Francisco Avenue, Willits CA 95490, and we will submit them on
your behalf with our matched donation.”

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Arts Council of Mendocino
County invites artist
proposals for Ukiah mural
The Arts Council of Mendocino County
announces its plans to award $14,000 to a
Mendocino County artist for a mural in Ukiah.
The guidelines and instructions for entry can be
found at www.ArtsMendocino.org. Entries are
due no later than December 15, 2017.
The mural is funded in part by a Local
Impact grant from the California Arts Council.
The CAC’s Local Impact grant program fosters
equity, access and opportunity by providing
project and partnership support for small arts
organizations with operating budgets under $1
million. All projects extend the reach of the arts to
underserved populations that have limited access
to the arts. With support from the California Arts
Council, the Arts Council of Mendocino County
will coordinate and commission the first work
of public art to be approved through the City of
Ukiah’s new Public Art Policy.
Alyssum Wier, Arts Council of Mendocino
County executive director, reports that her
hope is that this first project, which will require
“continued partnership and collaboration
between arts organizations, community
members, and the city” – will inspire other artists
and arts organizations to carry out future public
art projects throughout the county.
“Right now there’s a significant amount of
community support for public art thanks to the
grassroots efforts of individuals and local artist
groups,” Wier said. “Laura Fogg and Art Center
Ukiah have been instrumental in raising the
donations locally that were required in order
to receive matching funds from the California
Arts Council. This public / private collaboration
strengthens our community, creates economic
opportunity for artists, brings much-needed
state funds to our community, and results in a
more lively streetscape that reflects our sense of
place, character and pride of community.
“As the county seat, Ukiah is in a unique
position to create a strong favorable impression
upon visitors to our breathtaking county, and
public art is something that visitors look for and
enjoy discovering when they travel,” said Wier.
It is anticipated that work can begin on one
or more murals by spring of 2018 and the
opportunity is open to any artist who resides in
Mendocino County.
The public had a hand in defining the desired
themes for the proposed mural at an open
house held in early February. A committee
further distilled the criteria down to the following:
The selected mural should show: 1. Pride in
our unique and diverse community; 2. Ukiah’s
characteristic landscape of agriculture and
beautiful natural scenery, and; 3. A positive
sense of the future.
Please contact the Arts Council of Mendocino
County for more information: (707) 463-2727 or
visit www.ArtsMendocino.org.
– submitted by the Arts Council of
Mendocino County
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Stanley Willburn
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Suzi Chase-Williams

Stanley Allen Willburn (aka “Stan the Man”), of Ukiah, formerly of
Covelo, passed away October 3, 2017 surrounded by loving family.
He was born January 25, 1943 to Thomas Sidney and Florence
Violet “Hoaglen” Willburn in Nashmead, California.
He very much enjoyed working outdoors so his career landscaping
for Mendocino College for 25 years was perfect for him. You could
always find him on his ride-on
lawnmower, often stopped
and in conversation with
one of his many friends. He
had many interests including
abalone diving, camping, local
stock-car racing, going to the
gym, and most especially
watching his grandkids play
sports and bowling. His
delight in his grandkids was
heart-warming!
Stanley served in the U.S.
Army from April 6, 1965
to April 3, 1966 during the
Vietnam War as a PVT E-2.
Stanley was proud that
his grandchildren followed in his footsteps: U.S. Air Force SRA
Jessica McCoy, South Korea; and U.S. Army Airborne Ranger PFC
Christopher Crow, Georgia.
He was pre-deceased by his parents, Thomas Sidney Willburn
and Florence Violet Hoaglen. He is survived by his children: Richard
Salazar, Rhonda Rene Willburn Ramirez Silva, Marty Winn, Ralph
Viviani, and Lisa Crow; grandchildren: Erika, Arianna, Anthony S.,
Cheyenne, Anthony M., Jessica, Christopher, Ryan, Wyatt, Denita,
and Trevor; great-grandchildren: Savion, Destiny, and Angelica; his
Uncle Claude Hoaglen, age 96; sister Sheila Martin; friend Linda
Meyer; and partner Diane Abella and her children: George, Vernon
Jr., Lavonne, and Derek.
Memorial services were held at the Round Valley United Methodist
Church Saturday, October 14, 2017 at 2 pm followed by a burial
ceremony at Headquarters Cemetery.
Those wishing to assist the family may make a financial donation
to the account of Stanley Allen Willburn at Anker-Lucier Mortuary.
Arrangements
under the 1care6/29/17
and direction
of Anker-Lucier
SCP 5 x 10.5 Res.pdf
9:47 PM
Mortuary.

Suzi Chase-Williams passed away peacefully in Rapid City, South
Dakota on Saturday, October 21 after a long, but courageous battle
with stage 4 lung cancer. Suzi is survived by her husband of 28 years,
Terry Williams; son, Andy Chase; step-son, Allan Williams; and sisters,
Carlin Horger and Kathleen Goss. Suzi was predeceased by her
parents, George and Carley Chase.
Suzi and Terry spent the last four years of their retirement living in
their RV with their two faithful canines and traveling primarily in the
western half of the United States. For the last three summers, they
were volunteers in Custer State Park in South Dakota. Winters were
spent in Arizona. Suzi’s favorite pastimes were hiking and bicycling.
She especially enjoyed hiking in the Black Hills of South Dakota.
Suzi began her life career as a professional singer, and then spent
most of her career in the real estate business as a well-respected escrow officer. Her last job before retiring was as
a personal caretaker. Her favorite client was a 92-year-old man who reminded her greatly of her father.
Suzi graduated from Willits High School in 1969 and attended California State University-Sacramento, majoring
in journalism and music. Although she succumbed to lung cancer, she would tell you her biggest battle in her life
was alcoholism. She was extraordinarily proud of her 16 years of sobriety.
At her request, there will be no formal service. In lieu of flowers, she would prefer you make a donation to the
American Cancer Society or your own favorite charity.
OBITUARY |

Dian Crayne

Author Dian Crayne, 75, was discovered dead in her
home in Willits on October 4. Born Jeraldine Dian Girard
to William and Eva Girard on August 29, 1942, Dian
grew up in Los Angeles, attended Wilson High School,
and majored in theater arts at UCLA. She was an active
member of the Los Angeles Science
Fantasy Society, and an avid writer,
artist and costumer. She belonged to
several Amateur Press Associations
over the years.
Writing under her maiden name, Dian
Girard, she had numerous short stories
published in Galaxy, Amazing, and
anthologies edited by Jerry Pournelle
and John F. Carr. Her first published
short story, “Eat, Drink, and Be Merry,”
appeared in John W. Campbell’s
Astounding Science Fiction in 1974.
Additional short stories, including the

comedic series about space-age housewife Cheryl
Harbottle, appeared in magazines and anthologies
throughout the next decade.
After a career as a technical writing manager for
Xerox, she began publishing mystery and sci-fi novels
under the pseudonym J.D. Crayne. These included
“The Cosmic Wheel,” the Mark Stoddard mysteries,
and the Captain Spycer space operas, which she called
her “Silverlock for science fiction,”
referencing the well-known literary
pastiche by John Myers Myers. She
was one of the many women to whom
Robert A. Heinlein dedicated “Friday”
(1982).
Dian married Bruce Pelz in 1964.
They had one daughter, Cecy.
Bruce and Dian divorced amicably in
1970 – even throwing a divorce party
Read the rest of

Crayne

Over on Page 15

The rest of

The rest of

From Page 2

Letters

Crayne

person gets no help to get better, just released to do more
harm to themselves and others.
Since we no longer have a treatment facility in Mendocino
County, we have to send people out of county at great
expense, for treatment. We could treat people with
psychotic problems much cheaper by having a facility here
in our county, like we used to have.
Let’s treat our own, with dementia, suicidal depression and
other psychotic problems here, in our own county at less
expense, and in a much more compassionate way. This
is not a property tax, it’s a small ½ percent sales tax that
even visitors will help pay. After five years it goes down to
1/8 percent.
We need this facility in our county. A Yes vote on Measure
B makes good sense. Please send in that ballot in today
or go to the polls on November 7. Do vote, don’t put it off.
Bill Barksdale, Willits

$7,500 for fire relief

With your support we were able to raise much-needed
funds during our Redwood Fire Relief Fundraiser this past
Friday at the Shanachie Pub!

• “What do I have to offer, give?”

Much thanks goes out to the talented bands that gave their
time, talents and all of their earnings, and to our wonderful
bartenders who gave their tips, and to Keith Buck’s mother
who donated a beautiful quilt we auctioned off. The money
they helped bring in, along with proceeds from the Pub
itself, raised a total of $7,500
Thanks again to Schindig, The Sheds, Bug Guts, Pick &
Pull and The Clay Hawkins Trio.
These local bands came together to play music, lift spirits,
and raise funds for our friends and neighbors. Money
raised will be given to the Mendocino County Disaster
Fund via the Community Foundation of Mendocino County,
a countywide nonprofit organization that administers
permanent charitable funds established through gifts and
bequests from individuals, families, businesses, and other
organizations.
Their mission is to offer people effective ways to engage
in advancing the well-being of our communities. The
Community Foundation continues to process donations
to the Disaster Fund for Mendocino County, and they are
working with North Coast Opportunities/NCO for both
immediate and short-term needs, and with the Mendocino
Coast Children’s Fund to help meet the immediate needs of
families who evacuated to the coast. For more information
please visit www.communityfound.org.

Grapes
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Imagine: A ‘Rebuild Mendo’
Exchange

• “What do they need?”

The rest of

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Ursula Schlichting, Willits

Thank you!!!

On Tuesday, October 11 when our phone lines were out,
a City of Willits official came to my house to give me a
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My thanks goes out to all who opened the school farm and
the rodeo grounds for all animals, big and small. Also my
prayers went out to all police officers, firefighters, helicopter
pilots, etc. Thank you.

Things I keep hearing:

To the Editor:

Whether you choose to save a little money
with SCP's 42% renewable CleanStart
service, or pay a little extra for the 100%
renewable EverGreen service, you and the
environment win!

This brought tears to my eyes. Also, later a city police
officer came to give me news about my daughter and her
concern.

To the Editor:

Tears to my eyes

Sonoma Clean Power is the public electricity
provider for Mendocino County.

I want to thank City Hall for bringing this message to me
and for the concern the city has for their seniors.

To the Editor:

Shanachie Pub, Willits

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Saturdays
10am-11pm
30 points per entry

message from my daughter, Judy, that she was safe and
was concerned for me. I told this man: Please give her a
message from me that we are all well, except for all this
smoke.

• “How can I connect with the folks who need it?”
• “I have kitchen things, clothes, tools, building supplies,
fencing, a dump truck….”
• “I can [build, cook, board animals, paint, plant, do
childcare, pick up things or people]….”
I don’t know who needs or has what. Imagine:
It would be great if we had a “Rebuild Mendo” Exchange
like KZYX’s “Trading Time” show or better yet, like a Craig’s
List with lists, categories, contact info.
We, the people, could sort out our needs and donations
directly, make contact and work together to “Rebuild
Mendo.”
I don’t have the skills to make this happen. Some one of
you does! Do it!
Our community has risen to the challenge of an amazing
first response. We are at “what now?
Imagine a “Rebuild Mendo” Exchange as one of the pieces.
Make it happen. Do it, now. Rebuild Mendo Exchange.
In joy, love, gratitude, hope and faith, together.
p.s.: One message I got on this subject although I would
like to see something simpler and easier to access than
Facebook: “There is a Facebook group called Potter
Valley/Redwood Valley 2017 Fire that is basically doing
this. A woman named Danilla Sands is doing an excellent
job of organizing all the posts by categories – housing
wanted/offered; resources wanted/offered; lost/found pets;
resources to help with applying for relief funds; help with
insurance; etc. I know not everyone is on Facebook, but
there are 8,000 members and many connections are being
made there!”
Jacqueline Morninglight, Willits

From Page 7

about growing grapes, “I’ve been coming to Richard’s
tasting for almost 30 years. Anything that he says is the top
20, I plant. He’s planted hundreds and has come up with
the top 20. He’s our grape specialist. If it passes Richard’s
tests, I plant it. I let him do the footwork.”
Efram Turner of Life’s Collective Farm in Redwood
Valley, came looking for information and cuttings in order
to replace his crops lost in the Redwood fire. He wants to
utilize the nutrients remaining in the soil to bring his part of
the valley back to life.
C.J. Hughes, a student at the School of Adaptive
Agriculture, and James Bording, graduate and current
intern at the Golden Rule came to learn about all things
grape.
Michael Gendreau, along with Madeleine Gendreau and
friend, Li Allen (from Berlin and Montreal), came to find
new possibilities for his garden in San Francisco. “There’s
a lot of tastes I’ve never tasted before.”
Indeed, each grape had a distinctly different taste and
texture. They varied greatly in size and color as well. Some
had seeds, and some were seedless. But all were the
best that could be grown in the Little Lake Valley. Jeske
studies and experiments with table grape cuttings, grafting
and pruning until he finds the optimum methodology and
varieties.
Jeske gave two seminars on growing grapes at the
tasting event, a short one and another with more detail.
The short seminar consisted of seven statements which
were an overview of his philosophy and methods.
“1. There are a lot of varieties of grapes. 2. Grapes
are easy to grow. 3. Grapes need sun. 4. Grapes do not
need much water once established. All of our grapes here
are dry-farmed. In the valley they are tapped into water
somehow. Once they’re old enough to fruit they don’t get
any water. None of the grapes you tasted were watered this
year. 5. Grapes need to be pruned, properly and annually.
Otherwise you will get small crops and little grapes. 6.
Seeded grapes are also delicious. Get over it. 7. Birds
really like grapes. They really hit me hard this week. With
the fires, there was less food around. This was the go-to
place. Birds are always a factor here. A lot of the grapes
we are tasting only because I bagged them a couple weeks
ago. I put paper bags on the clusters.”
At the second seminar Jeske explained how to prune
and graft and described the other facets of grape varieties
and the best methods of optimizing the crops in greater
detail. There was much to be learned.
Information and interaction created an event filled with
delightful tastes, people and learning.

Willits Weekly | October 26, 2017

**All pets must show proof of rabies and bordatella vaccine **

East Hill Veterinary Clinic
1200 E Hill Rd, Willits, CA

Baked Potato Bar
Nov. 3RD
5:30-7:00 p.m.

Members $8.00
Non-Members $9.00 • Kids $5.00

Choose your favorite toppings!
Enter our Mr. or Mrs. Potato Head Contest!
Create your own entry from home!
Win prizes for
Best Dressed/Decorated Potato!
For More Information Call 459-6826
FUNdraising Raffle Winners Announced

1501 BAECHTEL ROAD • WILLITS • 459-6826

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047
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that helped inspire Larry Niven’s “What Can You Say about
Chocolate-Covered Manhole Covers?”
Dian wed Charles Crayne in 1972. They were married for
36 years, until Chuck’s death in 2009. They moved to Willits
in 1993, and were active in the Roots of Motive Power. Dian
served for some time as “director of quilts” at the Mendocino
County Museum, and continued to write until her death.
Dian is survived by her daughter, Cecy Pelz and daughterin-law, Judith MacQuinn.
According to her wishes, there will be no funeral service.
Memorial donations in her honor may be made to the
American Diabetes Association, or to any group promoting
the arts, sciences and literature.
Arrangements under the care of Anker-Lucier Mortuary.
The rest of

Coping

From Page 12

feeling bad. Turn to family, a
best friend, or a counselor
to share your feelings. Take
care of yourself first, then
you can help others by
listening, acknowledging that
their feelings are normal.
The best medicine is to listen
and love them. Be respectful
of their privacy if they aren’t
ready to share their feelings.”
Trained and certified
in critical incident stress
management, Long has
many years of experience
facilitating
“stress
debriefings.” This week
alone, he has done seven
debriefings for both hospital
staff, first responders and
community, and his work is
just beginning. “The goal of
these events is really to allow
people to talk and help them
process the emotions. Letting
them tell their stories allows
them to start processing the
disaster and the healing of
emotions.”
For those who were
not
directly
impacted,
the emotions are still
overwhelming.
“Even those who did not
have to evacuate, or lost
a home will still be going
through some stages of grief.
And that’s not surprising
because we went through
this as a community; that
comes with being a small
town, everyone knows
everybody. So we are all
affected in some way.”
For many, just feeling
safe again might become
a struggle. Going back to
doing “normal” things will be
hard, but Long says these
are normal reactions to an
abnormal situation.
“Your world has been
rocked. No one ever plans on
having to evacuate or losing
their home; or just fearing for
your family’s lives and your
belongings,” he explains.
It might be a challenge, but
Long says start maintaining a
normal schedule, get plenty
of rest, and exercise. Do not
make any major life changes
or decisions, but do make
as many daily decisions
as much possible, such as
what to eat. “These small
decisions can give you a
sense of having control over
your life again,” he explains.
A word of caution for wellmeaning family members
and friends, “The worst thing
you can ever say to someone
who was directly affected by
the disaster is ‘You’re lucky
it wasn’t worse,’ or ‘I know
how you feel,’” he shares.
“A traumatized person
is not consoled by these
statements. Instead, one
should just listen and love
them. If you feel you need
to speak, then say sorry that
such a thing has happened
to them and that you want to
understand and offer help,”
he explains.
There are also children to
think about, and Long says
most of these tips work for
kids as well. All children
The rest of

Losses

need to be reassured that
they are safe. The helicopter
flying overhead, the sirens of
an emergency vehicle can
be scary. Your reassurance
that they are safe will help
their recovery. “Let the child
talk,” he explains. “Many
times we tend to talk for our
children, speak for them and
not let them really express
who they are. Let the child
express themselves without
interrupting them. It’s like
going back to basics, and
just sitting down and asking
your child, ‘How was your
day?’”
Long says older children
can cope more effectively
with a disaster when
they understand what is
happening. “Let your child
know that it is all right to be
upset about what happened
and don’t feel obligated to
have an explanation for
why such a thing happened.
Remember, they have
a sense of loss as well.
Regardless if it’s something
as small as a toy, to them
it’s important. Allow them to
express their regrets over
‘secondary losses’ [without
accusing them of being
selfish or ungrateful].”
Long offers other tips to
help cope after a traumatic
event such as the recent
fires:
• Speak to people or
professionals who are willing
to listen; “getting it off your
chest” is the most healing
medicine. Reach out. People
do care.
• Beware of numbing the
pain with overuse of drugs or
alcohol. Numbing postpones
healing.
• Maintain as normal a
schedule as possible.
• Give yourself permission
to feel rotten, and share your
feelings with others.
• Keep a journal; write your
way through the sleepless
hours.
• Do things that feel good
to you.
• Think of three positive
things that happened to you
each day, and think about
them before you go to sleep.
• If you are emotionally
hurt, scary dreams or
flashbacks can occur. Use
the tools discussed, and
they should go away. If
not, consult a counselor or
chaplain.
• Eat well-balanced and
regular meals, even if you
don’t feel like it.
For more resources on
coping after a disaster, visit
www.emergency.cdc.gov/
coping/index.asp. SAMHSA
also offers a free crisis
line for people who have
experienced disaster, and
this can be a good resource
for those who need urgent
support: 800-985-5990.
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deeply frightening, their costs unspeakable — to people, to
wildlife, to families, to property. Anyone of us could have lost
everything in a fire. That’s a price of living where we do.
May all those who have suffered and are still suffering from
the recent fires begin the long recovery back, with their own
resilient spirits intact and the help and love of friends, family
and a supportive community that cares about their well-being,
not about what they grow.
Mendocino strong!
Jane Futcher hosts “The Cannabis Hour” every other Thursday at 9 am, on
KZYX/Mendocino County Public Broadcasting. She’s the author of five books,
including “Women Gone Wild,” a memoir about moving to Mendocino County.
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‘Mendocino Strong’
Fire assistance fundraiser November 4
at the Redwood Empire Fairgrounds

Above, from left: Spencer Brewer and his keyboard. Waylon & the Wildcats will get
you up and dancing. Alex DeGrassi on guitar. Johnny Young Band will rock the afterdinner dance party.

“Mendocino Strong Together” is the theme in advance and $25 at the door. Children under 5
of a fundraiser planned by local community are free.
members for Saturday, November 4 from 4 to 10
Auction items are needed for the “Grand Local
pm at the Redwood Empire Fairgrounds in Ukiah. Auction of Great Items.” Contact Lana Eberhard
Mendocino Strong Together is a chance to change at 467-1018 at the Mendocino College Foundation
the lives of the survivors
to donate. Auction
of the Redwood fire.
donations may be
Auction items needed for the
dropped off at the 1000
There
will
be
Hensley Creek Road
delicious food, talented
campus from 9 am to
entertainers, a silent
noon and 1 to 4 pm.
auction and an exciting
Auction items are needed for the “Grand
Deadline is November
live auction ... and
Local Auction of Great Items” to be held at
1 at 4 pm.
most of all, a time to
the Mendocino Strong Together benefit on
gather with our friends
November 4. Contact Lana Eberhard at 467Financial donations
and neighbors as a
1018 at the Mendocino College Foundation
to support the Disaster
community to begin
to donate. Auction donations may be
Fund of Mendocino
the rebuilding phase of
dropped off at the 1000 Hensley Creek Road
County, where the funds
campus from 9 am to noon and from 1 to 4
the terrible fire losses
from the Mendocino
pm. Deadline is November 1 at 4 pm.
in Redwood and Potter
Strong
Together
Valleys. Every dollar
benefit will be going,
spent at this event will go
may be made at any
to a deserving family or
branch of the Savings
business in need.
Bank of Mendocino
County. All donations
The event includes a
are going directly
tri-tip and taco dinner
to
those in need, are
and a stellar silent
tax-deductible,
and are
auction, with music
being
managed
without
during these festivities by
a
fee
by
North
Coast
Alex DeGrassi, Margie
Opportunities.
Anyone
Rice, Ed Reinhart,
who was displaced or
Greg Schindel, Spencer
is in need of assistance
Brewer and others, and
may go to the Local
a one of a kind only in
Assistance
Center
at
Mendocino
College and
Mendocino live auction hosted by Tom
find
information
on
many
kinds
of
assistance
from
Allman. After-dinner dance party music
state
and
local
agencies,
including
quick
relief
will be with Waylon and the Wildcats and the
from NCO.
Johnny Young Band.
More information and updates are available at
Tickets are available at all Mendo Mill locations,
the
Mendocino Strong Together Facebook page
Mendocino Book Company, Chavez Market in
and
www.MendocinoStrongTogether.com.
Ukiah, J.D. Redhouse in Willits, and Geiger’s
Long Valley Market in Laytonville. Tickets are $20
– submitted by Mendocino Strong Together

‘Grand Local Auction’

HOWL-O-WEEN

PET COSTUME CONTEST
CALLING ALL

DOGS, CATS, AND THEIR HUMANS!
FREE FAMILY AND PET FRIENDLY EVENT
JOIN US FOR A COSTUME CONTEST,
A TREAT BAG FOR YOUR DOG OR CAT,
AND SOME LIGHT REFRESHMENTS

SaturdaY

October 28th
11am - 2pm

LITS
WIL
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ONLY

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Awards for:
OWNER/PET BEST LOOK A LIKE
FUNNIEST
SCARIEST
MOST CREATIVE
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