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Get your office, agents, open 
houses and listings included 

in our next edition on 
November 10

Call for ad space:
April Tweddell

Willits Weekly  
Ad Representative

707-972-2475
Call or email!

april@willitsweekly.com

Take the guesswork out of your 
insurance. Whether it’s your car, 
home, life, or more, I can help you 
feel good about your coverage, as 
well as the price you’re paying.  
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

State of  
Insurance. 

I deliver both.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm 
Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL • State 

Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI), State Farm Life and Accident 
Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI), Bloomington, IL1101258.1

Lisa Epstein, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0G52382

733 S Main Street
Willits, CA  95490

Bus: 707-459-4044

NOW OFFERING
SEAMLESS
ALUMINUM
GUTTERS

real roofing done once.
done right. 

Dunlap

CA. Lic. #806498

462-ROOF

Andy Wiese Real Estate
160 East Gobbi St. • Ukiah

1221 Magnolia Street, Willits
3 bdrm., 2 bath

manufactured home in
downtown Willits.

Private setting;
well-maintained; adjacent

vacant lot may be available
at reasonable price.

$231,900

Helen Dailey
Realtor-Associate

(707) 292-3196
helendailey24@gmail.com

Visit: greathomes.org
CalBRE #01429262

MENDO REALTY, INC.
Tara Moratti

Broker-Associate
CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389 - Cell
707-459-5389 ext. 106 - Office

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits • (707) 459-5389

www.LivInMendo.com  • 1460 S. Main St., Willits • tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com

2311 Sq. Ft.
4 bedrooms,
3 bathrooms

Price Reduction Today: $469,000

225 Haehl Creek Ct. • Willits

Agent Profiles | Sharon Noah and Nicole Flamer

Women in Real Estate
Each month, Willits Weekly welcomes real estate offices to nominate an agent, 

male or female, to be showcased in our agent profiles

Sharon Noah
Sharon Noah, Laytonville resident and Realty World, Seltzer 

Realty agent, has been working in the field since receiving her 
license in July of 2002. She worked at Pacific Properties for 
eight years, before moving to Selzer Realty in 2011.

Noah started her career in the industry earlier, however, 
working for 20-plus years in the title and escrow side of the 
business at First American Title, Fidelity National Title and 
Northwestern Title.

“It was always so exciting to watch the buyers and sellers 
nervously sign all those documents, and then get to step out of 
the office and hug with such excitement,” said Noah. “Now as 
a real estate agent, I get to watch my clients experience that 

Nicole Flamer
It was “challenge accepted” when Nicole Flamer was 

approached with the idea of studying for her real estate 
salesperson license. With the encouragement of friends and 
family, Flamer passed her exam and became a license-holding 
agent with Coldwell Banker in the summer of 2013.

“I had a lot of previous experience in the industry, and it 
seemed like a great next move,” Flamer explained. “I studied 
interior design at Canada College in Redwood City and always 
have loved architecture and interiors. Staging is fun and sought 
after in fast-moving markets, and I already have those skills 
that could help pair people with their right home, or help set up 
homes for a quick and successful sale.”

Agent Sharon Noah Agent Nicole Flamer
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COLUMN |  Numbers by Nick

Managing debt
Hello, Willits friends and neighbors. 
I’m grateful to the Willits Weekly team for giving me 

the opportunity to share some of my investing and tax 
“experience” with the community. I hope this column will 
help you better financially plan ... for you, your family and 

for your future. 
This week I’d like to 

talk about debt and how 
best to manage your 
debt as you prepare 
to buy a property, an 
investment home, etc. 
You will most likely need 
a bank loan to purchase 
that real estate, so you’ll 
be taking on a lot of debt 
to get that property. If 
you have existing debt, 
you want to make that 
debt look as “good” as 
possible before you 

apply for a mortgage.
First step: Get a free credit report(s). Visit www.

annualcreditreport.com – here you can see a detailed 
list of any businesses that gave you a loan or extended 
credit: credit card, car loan, cable company, bank, retail 
store etc. You can see if you missed a payment or had late 
payments. 

The credit report is important. A study by the Federal 
Trade Commission found that 1 in 4 consumers caught 
errors on their credit report. If there is an error or an old 
unpaid cable bill, you can take care of it before you apply 
for a mortgage. 

If you do have an old “negative” record on your credit 
report that has been taken care of, you can write that 
creditor a “goodwill” adjustment request and work with 
them to remove the negative score or issue. It takes two 

COAST
HARDWARE

Willits Most General Store

101 E. Barbara Ln.
Willits, California

Store Open Daily:
9 am to 6 pm 459-2201

Come see our large shipment of  decorative 
kitchen assessories, headgear, purses, yard signs 

and so much more

Remodeling?
Showing Your 

Home?
Need Extra Space?

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: 5x5 to 12x40

Call for Availability & Rates

261 Franklin Ave. • Willits • 459-2529

For the best in service,
remember to always insist on

Fidelity National Title

704 E. Perkins Street, Suite D | Ukiah, CA  95482
Ph: (707) 467-9212          Fax: (707) 467-9183

Your Dedicated Escrow Team:
Annette Pearce | Susie Robertson | Denise LaHa

Trusted everywhere,
every day.

Sharon Noah

Your Mendocino County Realtor® 

WESTWOOD REAL ESTATE

Kent Westwood, Broker 
CalBRE #01293875

(707) 984-7078

Joe Morf, Agent 
CalBRE #02005443

(707) 496-1144

“Zillow Premier Agents”

Se Habla Espanol

1025 Hearst Willits Road
Willits, CA 95490

Certified Hydrogeologist No. 153

survey4water@comcast.net
survey4water.net

707/354-4618

SURVEY4WATER

DD. DDDDDD G. MMEEEEEEE

FIND WATER BEFORE YOU DRILL

CalBRE # 1712217

Selzer Realty
36 South Street

Willits, CA  95490

Elida Cardona
Realty World Selzer Realty
Office: 707-459-6175
Cell Phone: 707-354-1538
Fax: 707-472-2518
ecc21@sbcglobal.net
www.realtyworldselzer.com
CalBRE #01249091

Online: www.basroofing.com 

Email: basroofing@live.com

Serving areas of Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma Counties

    W.C. & G.L. insured Ca. Lic # 927007       

Residential & Commercial

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need
Serving Mendocino County since 1976.

36 South Street • Willits • 707-459-6175

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Circa 1901, this beautiful Queen 
Anne Cottage sitting on two

downtown lots has been made into
a spacious duplex. Each unit

features 1 bedroom and 1
bathroom. Experience the joy and 

leisure of easily walking/biking 
through town. Easy access to the 

fantastic Willits community
and Grange.

Special Owner Financing Terms
$335,000

SHARON NOAH 
707-489-0441

CalBRE #01346144

JAKE McFADDEN 
707-354-3874

CalBRE #01701758

Cell: 707.391.5436 | Office: 707.468.8500 | Fax: 707.497.3550

108 North School Street | Ukiah, CA 95482

Home loans for purchase or refinance

At top, left and 
right: Some of the 
cozy homes inside 
Redwood Meadows 
senior living facility. 
At right: The front 
entrance off of 
Baechtel Road 
provides shaded 
resident parking 
and colorful foliage. 
Below, right: A map 
of the layout of 
the facility clearly 
helps visitors and 
family find their way 
around.

Photos by  
Maureen Moore

Redwood Meadows is the biggest senior housing development 
in Willits, with 101 units, ranging from studios to large 2-bedroom 
apartments. Located on Baechtel Road right next to the Harrah 
Senior Center, the four-plex cottages in the development, owned by 

TCC Properties, were built in 1988.
“It’s great here,” said Libby Siekkeli, 

residential property manager. “The 
people are really nice - everything’s on 

one level, there’s no climbing. People like it here.”
The age requirement to move in is 55 or older, and the apartments 

range in price from $705 for a studio, to $855 for a regular 1 
bedroom, to $1,000 for a large 2 bedroom. 

Redwood Meadows, however – like all other senior housing in 
Willits – is full up, although the waiting list at Redwood Meadows 
is “just a matter of months,” Siekkeli said. It’s always hard to say 
what kind of unit might become available – and often, people on 
the waiting list are not ready to move when Siekkeli calls about 
an opening. So she encourages people thinking about moving into 
senior housing to consider filling out an application: There is a $100 
refundable deposit to file paperwork to be on the list. 

Waiting lists at other senior housing facilities in Willits are as 
long as 14 months to two years, said Priscilla Tarver of the Senior 
Center’s Outreach department, which helps seniors find housing, 
along with many other services to members of the community.

Other senior housing facilities in the Willits area include Lenore 
Street Senior Housing, Baechtel Creek Village (behind the 
Evergreen Shopping Center), and the Golden Rule Senior RV Park, 
south of Willits. Oak Glen Apartments (at the end of Holly Street)  
and Oak Creek Apartments also rent to seniors, although they are 
not designated as “senior housing.”

COLUMN | Selzer on Real Estate

How’s the market? 
Homeowners Insurance Covers  
More and Less than You Think

If you own a home in an area prone to wildfire (like almost 
all of us in Mendocino County), it’s extra important to know 
what your homeowners insurance covers – and doesn’t cover. 
Here’s why: There’s a new clause in some policies called 
the brush warranty. The brush warranty says your insurance 
company won’t cover your home for wildfire damage if your 
home is within 100 or 200 feet (depending on 
policy) of brush vegetation, even if the brush is 
on someone else’s property. With the Clayton 
Fire coming on the heels of the Valley Fire in 
Lake County, insurance companies are doing 
their best to reduce the risk of huge payouts. If 
your policy is up for renewal, be sure to read the 
whole thing. As I’ve said before, “The big print 
giveth and the small print taketh away.”

Most renters hear the term “homeowners 
insurance” and assume it isn’t for them. They’re 
wrong. While they may not own the structure 
they’re living in, they have a home where 
everything except the structure can be covered 
by a homeowners policy. Much to some people’s 
surprise, homeowners insurance can cover 
everything from fire damage to the mailman slipping on your 
driveway. 

For structural damage, your policy is likely to cover problems 
caused by things like a water pipe bursting in your home, a 
tree falling on your house, your car slipping into neutral and 
running into your garage door, and any number of other non-
maintenance-related mishaps. In some cases your insurance 
will even cover plumbing or wiring.

In addition to covering structural damage and damage to 
your home’s contents, homeowners insurance also includes 
liability coverage for things like a dog bite or a mailman’s slip 
and fall. It can even cover you, believe it or not, for things that 
have nothing to do with your home. For example, if you have a 
laptop or camera stolen out of your car, the theft is unlikely to 
be covered by your auto policy, but it may be covered by your 
homeowners insurance. 

If your home is damaged to the point that it is no longer 
habitable, your insurance company will usually pay for 
temporary lodging, whether in a hotel or a rental. Be aware that 
flood and earthquake insurance are almost always separate 
from the general homeowners policy, and damage from these 
events may not be covered unless you pay an additional fee. 

Earthquake insurance has always been hard for me to 
recommend. It’s expensive and typically comes with a 15 
percent deductible, making it fairly useless unless your home 
sustains major earthquake damage. Talk to your insurance 
agent about what coverage you may need and whether there’s 
a process to acquire reasonably priced insurance.

Be aware that the number of claims you’ve 
reported can impact the cost and availability 
of insurance, as can factors such as whether 
you own an aggressive dog or a trampoline. 
In some cases, it is virtually impossible to get 
homeowners insurance. For example, if you’re 
a mile from a raging wildfire, chances are the 
insurance company will wait to see which way 
the winds blow before offering coverage. 

When it comes time to buy insurance, I 
strongly urge you to go with a local agent who 
can walk you through the various options. When 
you buy an online policy, no one explains the 
details. The “deal” you think you’re getting may 
include a 200 foot brush warranty, for example.

As I said, insurance companies are taking a 
hard look at rural Northern California. Certain areas in Willits 
have “brush hazard scores” above 80 (on a 100-point scale). 
Anyone with property with a score in the mid-80s or higher 
is going to have a hard time finding affordable insurance. 
The scores are a bit arbitrary and unfair, according to some 
local insurance agents, but sadly there’s not much to be done 
about this. Local insurance agent Lisa Epstein of State Farm 
Insurance is an excellent resource, if you have questions.

If you have questions about real estate or property 
management, please contact me at rselzer@selzerrealty.com 
or visit www.realtyworldselzer.com. If I use your suggestion 
in a column, I’ll send you a $5 gift card to Roland’s Bakery. 
If you’d like to read previous articles, visit my blog at www.
richardselzer.com.
Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the business for more than 
40 years.

Richard Selzer
Columnist

Nicholas Casagrande
Columnist

Over on Page B6Read the rest of
Numbers

Sanhedrin Nursery
1094 Locust St., Willits • 459-9009
OPEN SUNDAY - Closed Mon. & Tues.

Spring
Miracles
Time  to plant bulbs.

Daffodils, Tulips & Hyacinths.

Fall is for Planting
Trees and shrubs to

Beautify your Garden.

Senior housing 
in Willits:
More is needed 

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
jennifer@willitsweekly.com

Over on Page B6Read the rest of
Senior Housing
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Selzer Realty
(707) 459-6175

36 South Street, Willits 

Each office is independently owned and operated.

We sell the most properties in 
Mendocino County for a reason.

We know our stuff!
Serving Mendocino County since 1976

excellent, one-of-a-kind service by a locally owned business

 bring in this ad for

10%
off paint supplies

Come pick your colors for your new home!

Computer Color Matching, Airless Paint Sprayer Rentals
Power Washer Rentals and so much more!

Peter Smith
Broker/Realtor

CalBRE# 01205926

570-6138
peter@sasin.com

707

RE/MAX Full Spectrum
Each office independently owned and operated. 

Professional Rental
Management and Maintenance

Douglas Johnson
Realtor ®

Agent/Owner
707.459.5975

wpm@instawave.net

CalBRE#01888600
707.456.0950 (fax)

152 S. Main St.  /  P.O. Box 2440 Willits, CA 95490

MENDOCINO RANCH
& LAND SALES

ZACH CARPENTER
Realtor Associate for Andy Wiese Real Estate

707-671-6392
CalBRE #01722126

115.5 acres on Hwy. 20 in Willits; minutes from down-
town, zoned 5 acre minimums; 2 wells; great spring; 
views; power; private; behind locked gate. Approved 
for fi ve, 23-acre parcels. Owner fi nancing. $1,690,000.

160 acres with nice 3 BD, 3BA home. 1,200 sq. ft. 
shop with yoga studio. 2 ponds with additional springs, 
great well, fruit trees, garden; 20 minutes from Ukiah. 
Owner fi nancing. $845,000.

175 acres; large shop with living quarters; incredible 
pond, private, fenced. 30 minutes from Willits. Owner 
fi nancing. $675,000.208 EAST SAN FRANCISCO AVE. WILLITS, CA 95490

WWW.SPARETIMESUPPLY.COM

FALL HOURS: 
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 9 AM TO 6 PM

CLOSED SUNDAYS

SPARETIME
SUPPLY

PHONE: 707-459-6791              

MENDO REALTY, INC.
MENDOCINO COUNTY’S

PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits • (707) 459-5389

You’ll love the lifestyle 
of this cheerful 3 bed, 
2 bath home...views of  
the golf course, majestic 
trees and just the right 
amount of sunshine. And 
comfortable. This is a 
must see. $269,900

Investment opportunity! 
Reduce your taxes by 
owning this income prop-
erty. 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
duplex. $240,000

2 Separate Homes on one 
lot. Extensively REMOD-
ELED including new win-
dows, hall, bath in house 
A. Both have new carpet, 
paint and tile flooirng. 
$429,000

New — New — New! 
Tucked into the west side 
of Willits sits a newly 
constructed 3 bed, 2 bath 
home. It sits on a corner 
lot with ample parking. 
$369,000

Cabin Style 2 bedroom, 
1 bath home set  on a 
private wooded triple 
merged lot that’s 0.82 of 
an acre. Bring your ideas 
and make this home 
great again! $154,900

Downtown commercial 
property with 130’ of 
Main St. frontage with 21 
off street parking spaces. 
Property has great expo-
sure. For sale $795,000 
or Lease $.90 per ft. (ne-
gotiable)

Lee Persico
CalBRE #00446837

707-459-5389
cbmrwillits@pacific.net

Bill Barksdale
CalBRE #01106662

707-489-2232
bark@pacific.net

Tara Moratti
CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389
tara.moratti@coldwellbanker.com

Roxanne Lemos-Neese
CalBRE #01712217

707-484-6489
roxanne@getmendohomes.com

Patsy Broeske
CalBRE #01949646

707-841-8053
patsy.broeske@coldwellbanker.com

Randa Craighead
CalBRE #01971901

707-841-7778
mrcraighead@comcast.net

Nicole Flamer
CalBRE #01932844

707-354-2301
nf@coldwellbanker.com

Michelle Goforth
CalBRE #01461392

707-841-7409
isellwillits@ymail.com

Karena Jolly
CalBRE #01482063

707-354-2999
karena.jolly@gmail.com

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.
mendocinocountyproperties.com • coldwellbanker.com

E R I C  M E H T L A N
IIIIIIIII BBBBBB / OOOOO

B  SII: 707-456-9209 |    : 707-456-9409

II.I@ WII@@@@@@....

II     SSSSSSS SSSSSSSS CCCCCC

873 S. MMMM SS.    WWWWWWW

Bill
Barksdale

REALTOR®, GRI
CABRE#01106662

BARK@PACIFIC.NET
OFFICE: 459-8888Nicholas Casagrande, EA

nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com
nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com

855.240.6606 

Know Before You Buy
Financial Guidance for 
Property Buying

Call today for advice
Taxes | Investments | Insurance

EA # 105934  •  CA DRE # 01854336  •  Insurance LIC # 0H68496
675 S. Main St. Willits, CA 95490
Advisory services o�ered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities o�ered 
through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS 
Insurance Agency), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from 
any other named entity.

 

 
 Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County. 

Yes you can have it all!   
This custom built home 
boasts of 3 large bed-
rooms, 2 baths and a 
bonus room located on 
10  fenced acres with a 
built in pool and pond.  
$575,000 

mendocinocountypropert ies .com  coldwel lbanker .com 

Mendocino County’s  
Premier Real Estate Company 

 

1460 South Main Street, Willits 
(707) 459-5389  

Two story 3 bed, 2 bath 
home on 2 lots with 
above ground pool, hot 
tub and great outdoor 
recreation area. This is a   
private get–away loca-
tion to garden and enjoy 
the outdoors.  $259,000 

This home is ready for 
immediate occupancy, 
existing home in the 
Haehl Creek Subdivi-
sion. Spacious floor 
plan with formal  dining 
room and formal entry. 
$469,000  

Timeless chalet, 4 bed-
room, 2.5 bath home 
with plenty of room for 
gardening. This double 
lot property is spacious 
inside & out.  $279,000 

Character building for 
office or shop in great 
downtown location 
adjoining City parking 
lot. Close to Main St & 
near popular area res-
taurants, banks & retail. 
$175,000 

Bring your business/
commercial ideas to 
develop this great Hwy 
101   frontage property. 
Several buildings for 
further expansion.   
$499,500 

same excitement as they ready their 
house for market, or shop for their 
dream home.”

One such success story is that of 
Danya Davis, a first-time home buyer 
and client of Noah’s for the purchase 
of her home on East Valley Street in 
Willits five years ago.

“Sharon is a wonderful realtor 
and was a pleasure to work with,” 
said Davis.  “She was patient and 
knowledgeable throughout my first 
home-buying experience. It was 
apparent that she strived to find her 
clients not only a house, but a home.”

“I don’t even remember what other 
houses we looked at before touring 
that one,” Sharon reminisced. “I 
remember walking in and watching 
Danya as she looked around. When 
I saw her face, I knew this one was 
the one.”

Fellow realtor Loraine Patton of 
Gateway Realty had the property 
listed, and Noah remembered how 
easy it was to work with Patton, and 
how willing and patient the sellers 
were, too.

Davis hurried to get her paperwork 
in order and items checked off the list 
with loan agent and frequent Noah 

team member, Dawn Deetz. The offer 
was accepted, and the group opened 
escrow.

“A willing buyer and a prepared 
seller sure make for a smooth 
process!” said Noah.

Agents and clients can certainly 
remain in contact years after escrow 
closes, and many form friendships 
over the years.

“I remember on the one-year 
anniversary [of the sale], Danya came 
in with a potted plant in hand and 
gave it to me as a ‘happy one-year 
anniversary’ celebratory gift. It was so 
nice, and a fun surprise,” said Noah.

“I’m still thrilled with the house,” 
said Davis. “I am so happy we were 
able to accomplish the purchase. I 
refer Sharon to all my friends and can 
certainly recommend her for all real 
estate needs.”

While Noah enjoys working with 
buyers, she also has listings for 
residences and enjoys selling land 
parcels, too.

“Land is different; it’s like you get to 
start from a fresh space,” explained 
Noah. “But homes are fun too, exciting 
in a different way. You get to do the 
inspections and take tours, and it’s 

always a pleasure to match a person 
with their home.”

Noah and her husband, Steve, also 
know well what it’s like to be a buyer 
and a seller themselves. The pair 
moved to Laytonville from the Santa 
Rosa area in November of 1992, 
moving out of Steve’s family home.

“We know how it feels to have to try 
and sell a home that holds so many 
memories and years past,” explained 
Noah, “and that’s why I feel I am able 
to be very sensitive to a seller’s needs 
and make sure that we can prepare 
the house for sale in a respectful, yet 
efficient way.”

In between appointments and 
escrows, Noah enjoys spending time 
at her six-acre ranchette, which is also 
home to a llama named Mocha, some 
chickens, and “one spoiled dog.”

If you are interested in learning 
more about Sharon Noah, or would 
like real estate information in general, 
reach her by calling 467-3617 or 489-
0441. She can also be contacted via 
email at sds@mcn.org or check out 
her website: www.SharonNoah.com.

– Maureen Moore

Flamer also has experience on 
the finance side, working in the past 
with contracts and other financial 
documents making the monumental 
stacks of paperwork required for real 
estate something she felt comfortable 
with immediately. 

After moving to Mendocino 
County, but before Flamer decided 
to go for her license, she spent 10 
years homemaking and raising three 
children, including Evan, 15, Caiden, 
9, and Brooklyn, 6. Her husband, 
Mark, was working at home, teaching 
himself civil and software engineering. 
When the time came for Flamer to 

consider going back to work, a move 
to the real estate field seemed only 
natural.

“My good friend and fellow Coldwell 
Banker agent Tara Moratti kept taking 
me around to houses so I could check 
out the interiors, and she said one 
day, ‘Why don’t you go ahead and 
get your license?!’ I brought it up to 
my family, and my eldest son, Evan, 
said, ‘Yeah, why don’t you?!’ so I 
decided to go for it!” laughed Flamer. 
“I took classes at Mendocino College 
with Nash Gonzalez, took my test in 
Oakland, and am now happily working 
as an agent!”

So far, Flamer has been focused 
on residential sales in the Willits area, 
but after moving to Ukiah in 2015, 
she is also looking to expand south 
to include listings and sales in the 
southern half of the county, too.

Her two youngest children are 
attending school in Ukiah, while the 
eldest is still attending Willits High 
School. The family is active in many 
extracurricular activities and sports 
teams, both in Willits and Ukiah.

Connect with Flamer by calling 354-
2301 or 459-5389 or email her at nf@
coldwellbanker.com.

– Maureen Moore

From Page B1The rest of
Nicole

From Page B1The rest of
Sharon

Homeowner Danya Davis 
stands with her real estate 
agent, Sharon Noah, in front 
of the property the pair 
worked together to purchase 
for Davis, five years ago.

Agent Nicole Flamer is ready to hang this 
“SOLD” sign on your dream home.
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Redwood Mortgage
Hard Money

Loans
Investor

opportunities
 (707) 462-8622  (707) 459-2330 

redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

Independently
Owned & Operated 

CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street.  Willits, CA 95490

REALTOR  /  CalBRE #01139481 ® 

Each office independently owned and operated 

36 South Street   Willits CA 95490 
Office: 707-459-6175    VM: 707-467-3692 
Cell: 707-354-1950     Fax: 707-472-2592 

madrigalsal@comcast.net 
www.realtyworldselzer.com 

Sal Madrigal 
SELZER REALTY 

● 

● 

● 

to three months, 60 to 90 days, to have it 
removed.

 Many of us have credit card debt or late 
payment(s) to a credit card(s). It is best to 
get this debt down to zero and have about 
two to three months of zero credit card debt 
and on-time credit card payments before you 
apply for a mortgage. So, I want to highlight 
something that has worked for many a friend 
and client. 

Put all but one of your credit cards in a 
small Ziplock bag ... and place the bag in 
the freezer. Don’t cancel the cards, as you 
want to keep the accounts open to show you 
are someone who can manage their debt. 
You do want to get them to zero – or close 
to it – before you apply for a loan. This will 

allow you to “freeze” your credit yet still have 
access to it. And it will help you intuitively 
curb your spending.

I would be happy to answer any questions 
you might have as you prepare for a big or 
medium-sized investment, purchase, or 
school expense. We can take a look at your 
full financial picture and work to get you in 
a good position to move forward – taxes, 
income, debt, or retirement. Thank you.
Nicholas Casagrande, EA, is an accountant and a 
financial advisor. His firm, NC Financial Group, is a wealth 
management firm serving individual clients as well as small-
to-medium-sized businesses. Client work includes personal 
and corporate taxes, investment planning, insurance, and 
real estate. NC Financial Group’s Willits office is located at 
675 South Main Street; contact 855-240-6606 or nicholas@
ncfinancialgroup.com for more information. 
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“What’s happening here at Outreach with helping seniors 
find housing,” Tarver said, “is that they come here and fill out 
an application to get on the waiting list [for all the facilities 
except Redwood Meadows]. In the meantime, we look 
between here and Lake County, and make suggestions for 
other locations. If they have no family locally, and they’re 
not tied down, we suggest they might consider another 
area. And that’s where we’re at.”

The City of Willits is working on updating its “housing 
element,” required by the state, right now, and city planner 
Dusty Duley is working on the project. The housing element 
is designed to identify what kind of housing an area is 
lacking, whether low-income, senior, assisted living, etc. 
The housing element is also supposed to identify “tools 
and strategies to promote and bring those types of housing 
into our community,” Duley said. Initial data presented to 
the Willits City Council identified the Willits population as 
16 percent seniors.

It’s not just senior housing 
in short supply in the Willits 
area, but the housing market 
in general is tight right 
now. “Look at the county 
in general,” Duley said. 
“There’s been very little 
increase in housing.” 

“We need all types of 
housing. If we had more 
housing, prices would come 

down, to the point where folks with ordinary jobs could 
afford to buy a home.”

Duley said one creative development idea that might 
work for seniors is for the city council to consider updating 
zoning rules to allow “single unit occupancy rentals.” 

“This would allow a local motel, if they chose to come 
in and initiate the process, to take individual units [with 
bedroom and bath] and rent them on a monthly basis, with 
a shared kitchen.”

Allowing more granny units in residential areas might 
also be a way to increasing housing for seniors, as well. 

Tarver at the Harrah Senior Center says she has a vision 
of finding funds – through grants or philanthropists – to buy 
a piece of land – probably outside City of Willits limits – to 
build a “tiny home” development for senior citizens.

“We’re talking about it because we’re trying to find a 
solution, and see what kind of ideas we can come up,” 
Tarver said. 

With the 1970s back-to-the-land generation aging – and 
some of them looking to move into town after 40+ years 
in the more rural areas surrounding Willits – Tarver and 
other advocates for senior housing in town will continue to 
work on encouraging new creative ideas that might make 
developers more interested in building more new senior 
housing. 

To contact Tarver, call the senior center at 459-6826 or 
visit the “Outreach” page at the senior center website at 
http://www.willitsseniorcenter.com/office/outreach. 

Now and Then: 84 State Street

Reprinted with permission from the 1988 book “The 
Architectural Heritage of Willits” by Nelson A. Streib and 
Susan Pritchard, commissioned by the City of Willits. 

A current view of 
84 State Street.


