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Main Street
paving work

Fire Board:
Measure J yard
signs available

gets underway
early

Alyson Bailey

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

The Little Lake Fire
Protection District board
discussed current fire and
community matters at their
September 11 meeting.

Above: Peppers and tomatoes, left, strawberries, center, and melons and eggplant, right, are all bountifully available this time of year.
Below: Gorgeous displays at the Willits Farmers Market, like the New Agrarian Collective’s table, below, make it impossible to not want
to shop for all kinds of colorful fruits, veggies and flowers.

One of the more pressing
topics was Measure J,
the November 6 ballot
measure that would help
fund construction of a
new, regulation-compliant
firehouse for Willits.
The larger signs for
Measure J have arrived,
and a sign committee is
readying 10 highly visible
site locations for the 4-footby-8-foot “Yes on Measure
J” banners. Smaller yard
signs can be seen around

Read the rest of

Paving

Over on page 13

Over on page 13

Ag
commissioner:
Policies,
procedures
take time

Chamber
successes
detailed to
city council

Forrest Glyer

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mike A’Dair

Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Read the rest of

Policies

Over on page 15

Covelo man
dies when
struck by dump
truck in Ukiah

Preparation work, including grinding, for paving Main
Street from Highway 20
to Sherwood Road began
Wednesday night and will
continue until September
28, Caltrans spokeswoman Cori Reed announced
Wednesday morning. Work
will take place from 7 pm to
7 am weeknights.

Paving is expected to begin October 1 and be completed by October 15.

Measure J

Grewal took over the
management of the cannabis unit in early July and
presented his first report to
the board of supervisors on

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

“This is one of the final
phases of the Willits relinquishment project,” Reed
said.

Read the rest of

Mendocino
County
Commissioner of Agriculture Harinder Grewal has
blamed the slowdown in the
number of cultivation permits issued by his department on the cannabis unit’s
efforts to coordinate and
staff outreach to outlying
areas in the county and to
write departmental policies
and procedures.

Dan McKee

Above: Tis the time for tomatoes,
and both the Willits Farmers
Market and the Commonwealth
Garden at Howard Memorial
Hospital offer many varieties,
sizes and colors. Above, right:
Zinnias and sunflowers – what
a cheerful combination! – are
also available for sale at the
Commonwealth Garden.

Produce Party
Now is the time to shop for and enjoy
the season’s gorgeous bounty from local farmers

I know, we all have great intentions of diligently checking the Farmers’ Almanac,
letting that last frost pass, carefully planting, staking and feeding the cartload of starts
we excitedly purchase at the end of May ... but then, all too often, life starts intervening,
as life seems to do.
Maureen Moore
Watering? Oh right, when did I do that last? I need to actually
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com measure out and be on a feeding schedule? The 2018 Battle
of the Bug starts looking really bleak for human victories, a few
weeds start turning into “well, I’ll just let them have that part of the bed” ... and before you
know it, you’re left trying to find a recipe using giant seed-filled zucchini and a handful of
At bottom, left: Green bell peppers sad cherry tomatoes plucked from thirsty stems.
fill a crate at the Commonwealth
Garden. At bottom, right: Robert
Fear not, however, there’s a whole troop of super-skilled farmers who are happy to
Goleman’s Bolliver’s Fine Food
have you come check out their bounty,
& Confections booth is always a
take home some delicious options, and Read the rest of
popular stop for market shoppers.
just help you not want to mention what
Market Over on Page 6
Below, from left: Yokayo Roots’
booth offers lettuce, greens and
more at the outdoor summer
market, and the indoor winter
market, too. Sunflowers and floral
mixes are also available at the
Willits Farmers Market. Sweet
peppers for snacking or cooking,
or both.

Photos by Maureen Moore

Willits Chamber of Commerce Coordinator Allison
Findley described the organization’s successes in connecting potential customers
with local businesses, particularly through increasing
social media activity, in her
annual report last week to
the city council.
A nonprofit organization
funded by transient occupancy taxes, member fees,
and charity fundraising, the
chamber helps area businesses and the community
in general.
Findley said the chamber
Read the rest of

Chamber

Over on page 13

Rec Grove
concert series
starts Thursday
Forrest Glyer

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Dan McKee

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

The “Falling Out of
Summer” live concert
series hosted by the City of
Willits kicks off Thursday,
September 20, at 5 pm
at Recreation Grove, with
country music artist Sam
Williams headlining the
first of four shows to be
held every Thursday until
October 11.

A 34-year-old Covelo
man who was killed last
Friday in a freak accident at
the intersection of Hastings
and Talmage roads in
Ukiah is being described by
friends as a “social justice
warrior” and “reliable,
resourceful friend.”
Samuel (Xamuel) Lara
died when he was struck by
a commercial dump truck
while riding his bicycle at
about 1 pm, according to an
Ukiah Police Department
press release.
Originally from Los
Angeles, the farmer and
artist had been a Mendocino
County resident for the last
five years.
Read the rest of

Fatal

Over on page 15

Below, from left: Green Uprising Farm offers leafy greens, peppers, potatoes, micro greens and more, at the Willits Farmers Market,
including these jars of pickled jalapeños. Willits Weeklies are hot off the press each Thursday, too – get your copy at the farmers
market! Eggplant and zucchini are also offered for sale at the Commonwealth Garden.

Palmer Runberg, a Willits
High School alumni and
up-and-coming
country
singer-songwriter, will open
the free two-hour show, and
both he and Williams have
flown in from Nashville for
the event.
Williams – the grandson
of country legend Hank
Williams, Sr. and the son of
country star Hank Williams
Read the rest of

Concert

Over on page 13

What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you
letters from our readers

Volunteers sought for
Cowboy Poetry
To the Editor:
One sign of a thriving community is
the enthusiasm and constancy of our
volunteers. For 17 years, Mike Griggs has
volunteered with employees and equipment
to move the thousands of books for Friends
of the Willits Library’s huge annual book
sale. 281 volunteer hours made our March
Book Sale a $4,000 success. Throughout
the year a team of about 12 faithful
volunteers have fun sorting and boxing all
the donated books. Thank you everyone!
The next exciting opportunity for
volunteering will be the Emandal Farm “Not
Just Cowboy Poetry” fundraising event
scheduled for this Saturday, September 22.
Tam Adams graciously provides a wonderful
party that lasts all afternoon at the ranch.
We will need people to sit at tables selling
tickets, and serving soft drinks and beer
and wine. Best of all, there is no charge to
attend if you are volunteering.
If you love books, believe in community,
and are looking for a way to contribute,
email Janey at djmit@hughes.net or call
Beth at 459-6453.
Friends of the Willits Library, Willits

Project Sanctuary help lines
To the Editor:
For women who are experiencing domestic
abuse in Mendocino County, you can reach
Project Sanctuary’s emergency help lines
at the following phone numbers: Inland
707-463-4357, Coast 707-964 4357.
Please don’t wait if you need help. Reach
out right now, and get the help you need.
Bill Barksdale, Willits

John Haschak: A candidate
who listens
To the Editor:
I liked John Haschak, but now I love him.
Here’s why:
I host a radio show about cannabis, and
I’m a former permitted cannabis cultivator
who gave up last year when my little farm
couldn’t jump through all the regulation
hoops Mendocino County and the state
created. There are lots of people like me in
this county, and in Humboldt, too.
That’s why I was eager to attend an August
23 town hall meeting in Humboldt called
“Community in Crisis.” The standingroom-only crowd at the Mateel Community
Center in Redway addressed what its
organizers described as “the drastic and
immediate economic decline to our county
from the fees – and fines that have followed
– with small cannabis farmers put out of
The Rules:

LETTERS

business.”
Sound familiar? Have you driven through
Willits lately? It’s a ghost town. The bypass
isn’t the only reason. The collapse of the
local cannabis industry is the other culprit.
On impulse, I invited John Haschak to
go with me to the town hall in Humboldt
because a friend had told me the candidate
was eager to learn more about cannabis
issues. On short notice, John agreed, kindly
offering to drive when I confessed that I
was nervous about navigating Highway
101 back home from Humboldt in the dark.
On the ride north, John told me about
his 12-point position paper on cannabis
cultivation, developed with input from many
local cannabis farmers and residents.
He shared three points from his platform
during the public comment period at the
Humboldt meeting:
• Create regional banking so cannabis
businesses can conduct safe, non-cash
transactions like every other business;
• Allow farmers to sell directly to customers
through farmers markets; and,
• Encourage farm cooperatives that will
help small permitted farms compete with
industrial grows.
The audience applauded John, as cultivator
after cultivator shared devastating stories
of loss of income, property values, and
peace of mind wrought by falling cannabis
prices, the costs of regulation, and
Humboldt’s draconian cannabis abatement
program. A number of speakers said they
were underwater with their mortgages,
businesses and bills.
On the drive home, John told me about
some of his other cannabis proposals for
Mendocino County:
• Eliminate the county’s costly trace and
trace program, which duplicates the state’s
program;
• Keep cannabis inspections focused on
cultivation compliance not on building code
enforcement;
• Calculate fees and taxes based on
cannabis that is sold not what is grown;
and,
• Find a path toward transferability of
licenses.
John is not a grower. Never has been.
He’s a Willits primary school teacher. Like
all good teachers, he researches issues
he needs to know more about. Most
importantly, he listens. He listened to me,
and he’s listened to many of my friends in
the cannabis community.
I’m sure he’ll listen to you if you if you
want to talk – about cannabis or anything
you care about. Chances are, John cares
about that issue, too, and will work with
you to help solve it, whether it involves the
environment, a rubberized asphalt plant
on Outlet Creek (no! no! no!), children and
families, affordable housing,
jobs, fair wages, tourism or
education.

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to
willitsweekly@gmail.com. Letters focusing on Willits and 3rd
District issues, activities, events and people have priority. Willits
Weekly prints letters from residents of Willits and the 3rd District
only. To encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter
publication from any one writer to once a month.
Typed letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698,
Willits, CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and
commentaries must be submitted with a name, address and
phone number, although only the author’s name and city of
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous
source will be published, although a request to withhold the
writer’s name will be considered.

John Haschak made the
long drive to Humboldt
with me. I feel sure he’ll go
the distance with you, too,
whatever your challenge,
concern or vision for Willits,
Laytonville, Dos Rios,
Covelo, Mendocino County
or beyond.
A vote for John Haschak for
3rd District supervisor of our
county is a vote for all of us.
Jane Futcher, Longvale

Photos by Mathew Caine

Larry Stranske,
candidate for reelection to
Willits City Council
Larry Stranske, 80, is a retired teacher and
incumbent member of the Willits City Council.
“I moved to Willits in 1964 to teach high school
Wood Shop, while also working at a sawmill
during the summer break,” Stranske writes
in his campaign brochure. “We [Larry and his
wife, Virginia Stranske], purchased what was
to become Kimberly’s Jewelry in 1979, and I
became a jeweler and jewelry teacher along with
my Wood Shop teaching position.
“I was elected head negotiator for Willits Unified teachers, and hired as Wood Shop
instructor and Work Experience coordinator for Mendocino College. I am married,
with two grown children and four grandchildren. I am a member of the Willits City
Council.”
In the brochure, Stranske lists his experience: “Teacher, school board member,
salary and health negotiator, advisor, laborer, retailer, jeweler, business owner,
college instructor and city council member.”
Stranske’s priorities are: “To help Willits business grow: helping the local businesses
rebuild the business community; water capacity: two wells and the watershed; to
work toward medium- and low-income housing; and to make
Willits a destination.”
Stranske also cites monitoring progress on “the budget,
the upgrade of the water and sewer plant, and paving of
the city streets and drains” as priorities.
Contact Larry Stranske at 459-2927 or at Kimberly’s,
75 South Main Street, Willits, CA 95490.
– Submitted by
Larry Stranske for Willits City Council

County seeks
members
for new
Cannabis
Facilities
Working Group
In
August
2017,
Mendocino
County
developed
several
cannabis working groups.
The working groups are
designed to address
specific issues around
the county’s cannabis
programs and provide
recommendations to the
board of supervisors.
On August 21, 2018,
the Board approved the
creation of a new non-cultivation working group to
address cannabis facilities. The new working
group will be charged with
providing recommendations on amendments to
Chapter 20.242 – Cannabis Facilities and Chapter
6.36 – Cannabis Facilities
Businesses.
Individuals interested in
participating in this new
working group should contact Cassandra Borgna
with the Executive Office
at 707-463-4441 or borgnac@mendocinocounty.org by September 30.
The first meeting for
this group is scheduled
for October 4, at 3:30
pm at the County Executive Office, 501 Low Gap
Road, in Ukiah. Working groups meet the first
Thursday of each month.
For more information,
please contact the Executive Office at 707-4634441.
– Submitted by the
Mendocino County
Executive Office

Willits WIC office now open
Monday-Thursday
The Mendocino County Health & Human Services Agency is pleased to announce that the WIC
office, located at 474 East Valley Street in Willits,
is now open Monday through Thursday, 8 am to 5
pm (closed for lunch from 12:30 to 1 pm).
The WIC Program is available to low-income
pregnant, breastfeeding, and postpartum women,
and children under age 5, who are at nutritional
risk and also under the poverty level according
to WIC income guidelines. See the WIC Income
Guideline Table at https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/health-and-human-servicesagency/public-health-nursing/women-infants-children-wic
WIC can assist those who meet these qualifications with financial assistance, nutritional education, breastfeeding counseling, peer counseling
and referral to medical and social services.
For more information, please visit the website
above or call Maria Ruiz at 456-3812 or email:
ruizm@mendocinocounty.org
– submitted by the Mendocino County
Health & Human Services Agency

WPD: Theft from vehicles
During the evening of September 11, 2018
and early morning of September 12, 2018, an
unknown person or persons gained entry into
multiple vehicles in the areas of North Street and
Maple Street. Several items were taken from the
vehicles.
The Willits
Police Department would
like to remind
everyone to
secure their
vehicles by
locking doors
and rolling up
windows.

Above, left: The cleanup crew meets in front of City Hall, from left: John Haschak, David Drell, Dustin Fredricey, Dee Ora Fredricey, Susanne Loutsis, Gary Owen, Louis Rohlicek, Stephanie GarrabrantSierra, and Jerry Albright (seated). Above, right: A shopping cart overflowing with refuse is left behind Brown’s Corner. Below, from left: Jerry Albright cleans up by the “Welcome to Willits” sign. Random
pieces of trash are collected from nearby creeks. Susanne Loutsis and Dustin Fredricey fill their trash bag behind Mariposa Market.

At right: Trash carelessly left for someone else to clean up. Far right, top: An assortment of trash
that Willits Coastal Cleanup volunteers collected on Saturday. Far right, bottom: Gary Owen cleans
up near Brown’s Corner.

Garbage Pickup
Local volunteers collect bag after bag of trash
on Coastal Cleanup Day

The Little Lake Valley is a place of pristine beauty. There is life here. Things grow and
flourish. Even in the winter, it is green and lush. Most people in Willits appreciate the
beauty here and would not think of acting in a way that would tarnish the valley.
But then there are the others, the few who cannot see or appreciate what is right in front
of them. These people would rather bag up their trash, “drive it out of town and dump it
in a creek bed instead of going close to where they live and putting it in the dump for five
bucks. There’s just no pride in some people,” laments Jerry Albright, one of the Willits
volunteers participating in Coastal Cleanup Day this year, on September 15.
“Four years ago,” continues Albright, “at one of the cleanups,
I took a crew of three up Canyon Road and cleaned up all the
turnouts where people take all their garbage and throw it off the
cliffs into the creek bed. We filled up a 10 by 6 trailer and took it to
the dump. Three days later you could see where people were dumping their garbage back
into the creek again. It’s just aggravating to think that they have no respect for the planet.
They have no pride in themselves. The world is their garbage can.”
Mathew Caine

Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

Each year a band of volunteers takes it upon themselves to go clean up the creek beds
and other more visible places in Willits. They come armed with trash bags, generously
donated by local businesses: Mendo Mill, Safeway and Willits Power contributed bags,
gloves, tools and water for this year’s Willits cleanup.
The volunteers spend the day looking for items that others have just cast nonchalantly
into streets and waterways, bagging them and taking them to Solid Waste of Willits, which
has agreed to accept the refuse at no cost.
California Coastal Cleanup Day began in the mid-1980s under the auspices of the
California Coastal Commission; however, beach cleanups started quite a while before
that. One pioneering group was the Arcata Recycling Center, led by Wes Chesbro, then a
county supervisor for Humboldt County. They were looking mostly for recyclable materials.
Almost 2,500 California residents joined the first official Coastal Cleanup Day in 1985.
The annual effort has been growing each year as more and more people become
aware of the effect that the trash has on oceans and ocean life. The Guinness Book
of World Records dubbed the effort
“the largest garbage collection” in Read the rest of
Trash Over on Page 6
history back in 1993, as over 50,000

– Submitted by
the Willits Police
Department
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Time to get ready!
✓ School supplies
✓ Sports physical
✓ Dental checkup

45 Hazel Street, Willits

(707) 456-9600

littlelakehealthcenter.org
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL.
MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.
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Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Willits Weekly | September 20, 2018

✓ Immunizations
Make sure to put us on your
back-to-school checklist.
Call now to schedule an appointment.
We’ll make it easy!
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Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Puzzle Page

POLICE LOG

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

September 10 to September 16
HOW TO

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly
The officers of the Willits Police
Department handled 205 incidents in this
seven-day reporting period.

HS (Under the Influence of a Controlled
Substance), and 1203.2 PC (Violation of
Probation).

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests

11:22 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 300 block of Robert
Drive.

September 10
9:08 am: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping in the 400 block of East
Hill Road.
1:27 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the
1400 block of South
Main Street.

5:23 pm: Officers responded to a report
of threats in the 1200 block of South Main
Street.
7:40 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of
East Commercial Street.

2:02 pm: CECI,
Vincent James (48) of
Leggett was contacted
in the 1500 block of
South Main Street. He
was arrested pursuant
to 647 (F) PC (Public
Intoxication) and on
misdemeanor charges
of disorderly conduct
(alcohol).

September 14
12:43
am:
ANSON,
James Ryan (30) of Willits
was contacted in the 500
block of West Mendocino
Avenue. He was arrested
on felony charges pursuant
to 211 PC (Robbery) and
273.5 PC (Corporal Injury to
a Spouse/Cohabitant), and
misdemeanor charges of

2:30 pm: Officers
responded to a report James Ryan Anson of Willits
of vandalism in the 1200
battery.
block of South Main Street.
7:55 am: Officers responded to a report
2:51 pm: Officers initiated a theft
of
illegal camping in the 300 block of South
investigation in the 1600 block of South
Main
Street.
Main Street.
11:51 am: Officers responded to several
6:51 pm: Officers initiated a missing
reports
of vegetation fires in the 16000
person investigation in the 100 block of
block
of
North Highway 101.
East Mendocino Avenue.
1:12 pm: Officers responded to a report
September 11
of vandalism in the 100 block of South
12:27 am: Officers responded to a report Humboldt Street.
of suspicious activity near the intersection
2:53 pm: Officers responded to a report
of Alice Drive and Nancy
of threats in the 1200 block
Lane.
of East Hill Road.

CLUES ACROSS
1. A greeting
5. A type of hall
9. Planes need one
11. Wealth
13. The act of exciting
15. A movement downward
16. Type of storage
17. A funny and sad play
19. After cinco
21. Dry white Italian wine
22. Where golfers begin
23. Witnesses
25. Relaxing places
26. Of she
27. Discontinued
compact car
29. Resulted
31. Large Irish castle
33. Offer for a price
34. One type is Irish
36. Free-swimming
invertebrate
38. A type of tale
39. The middle of the
month
41. Christmas
43. ‘__ death do us part

44. Goes with Gomorrah
46. Ethnic group
of Thailand
48. ‘Grown Ups’
funnyman
52. A type of index
53. A mass of rocks
54. Splashed
56. Kids’ playground
necessities
57. Sears and London
are two
58. Strip of cloth
59. Church

CLUES DOWN
1. Progressive decay
of a bone or tooth
2. Deliberately contrary
events
3. Unit of mass
4. Kiln
5. Soybean paste
6. Electronic countercountermeasures
7. Made the bed
8. One who mails

9. Bar bills
10. Automotive vehicles
11. Breaks
12. Swelling of the eyelid
14. Asian country
15. Couches
18. Stare with mouth
wide open
20. Member of U.S. Navy
24. A sulk
26. Greetings
28. Craftsmen
30. Mongolian city __ Bator
32. Did again
34. Sunrooms
35. Start over
37. Georgians love them
38. Women
40. ‘Snake Tales’ cartoonist
42. Pariahs
43. Caps
45. Gradually become
less solid
47. Goats
49. French city Le __
50. Exhale
51. Homes have at
least one
55. Type of power cable

7:54 am: Officers initiated
a theft investigation in
the 1100 block of Poplar
Avenue.
8:55
am:
Officers
initiated a missing person
investigation in the 1200
block of Locust Street.
12:31 pm: Officers
responded to a disturbance
near the intersection of
Pearl Street and Humboldt
Street.

Charles Lou Webber of Willits

1:42
pm:
Officers
responded to a disturbance
in the 100 block of East Commercial Street.

6:53 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 1200 block of
Locust Street.
7:29 pm: Officers responded to a report
of a suspicious person in the 1700 block of
Elm Lane.
10:25 pm: Officers responded to a report
of a suspicious vehicle in the 100 block of
Madrone Street.
11:24 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.

September 12
6:56 am: Officers responded to a report
of threats in the 1200 block of Locust Street.
7:25 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 300 block of Maple
Street.
8:24 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 400 block of North
Street.
12:04 pm: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 400 block of Coast
Street.
2:38 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation near the intersection of Maple
Street and Pine Street.

September 13
10:13 am: NEWBERRY, Bryan Keith (52)
of Willits was contacted in the 100 block of
East Valley Street following a pursuit. He
was arrested on felony charges pursuant to
148 (A) (1) PC (Resisting a Police Officer),
and misdemeanor charges of 11550
BACTERIA
CALIBRATION
CELLS
CHEMICALS
CONTROL
COOLED
CORRECTION
DISEASE
DISINFECTANT
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EQUIPMENT
FOODBORNE
HANDLING
HANDWASHING
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HEATED
ICE
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LEFTOVERS
OUTBREAK
PARASITES
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PLAN
POISONING
PREPARATION
SANITIZER
SERVICE
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SPOILED
TEMPERATURE
THERMOMETER
TOXIC
TRANSPORT
UNCOOKED
UTENSILS

6:01 pm: Officers initiated a vehicle
theft investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.
9:02 pm: Officers responded to a report
of a suspicious vehicle in the 100 block of
South Main Street.

“We are getting ready to paint lovely pictures on these
ugly concrete barriers and make them gorgeous,” said
Mayor Madge Strong, one of the organizers of Paint the
Town, a project of WELL, otherwise known as Willits
Economic Localization.

the barriers last week in order to prepare them for the
application of a base coat and primer this week. Then
about 16 volunteers lent their expertise and elbow grease
to get the job done in preparation for the final artistic
painting phase.

“We expect to get through applying
the
base coat today,” she said on
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com
Sunday, September 15. “That will
already be a big improvement. Then
we need to set the next work party to paint the beautiful
pictures, possibly next Sunday. I’m hoping by the end of
the day that we’re at least going to get the primer and the
base coat on the ones that we’re targeting.”

Two artists’ designs have been chosen for the project.
Ileya Stewart’s work will be featured on two sections of
the rails which face West Commercial Street. She will be
offering a flower motif which will provide some bright color
as motorists and pedestrians traverse the street.

Mathew Caine

The once ugly barriers are located on the old Willits
Cafe lot at Commercial and Main Streets. After receiving
permission from the owner of the property, Rich Padula,
and additional OKs on the proposed designs from the City
of Willits, the Paint the Town volunteers undertook the
cleaning of the k-rails, also known as “Jersey barriers,”
designed originally to separate lanes of traffic for the
purpose of construction.
The Little Lake Fire Department helped to power wash

The remaining rails will be a panorama of the Little Lake
Valley, designed by Rebecca Daun-Widner of the Willits
Elementary Charter School. Her plan is to paint a series
of hills and creeks on the rails to create “a panorama of
the valley.” Daun-Widner’s art will face Main Street and
will employ a black base in order to “enable us to do dry
brush and give the painting some interesting depth,” she
explained.
When the time comes to do the final painting, the artists
will chalk-in the
designs with Read the rest of
Paint Over on Page 6
notifications
At left:
Rebecca
DaunWidner
prepares
the k-rail
with a
base
coat.
Photos by
Mathew
Caine

Above, left: Ree Slocum’s photo of artist Darryl Carpenter at work hangs in the window of the empty storefront next to Buster’s Burgers
and Brew as part of the Paint the Town project. Above, right: Rebecca Daun-Widner’s designs are for the k-rails facing Main Street.

11:20 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.

September 15
7:22 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
10:24 am: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
8:36 pm: Officers responded to a report
of vandalism in the 200 block of Margie
Drive.

September 16
8:53 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of Creekside
Court.
10:24 am: Officers responded to a
report of harassment in the 100 block of
Creekside Court.
11:44 am: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of
Creekside Court.
2:27 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 block of
East Mendocino Avenue.
9:47 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance near the intersection of
Creekside Court and Creekside Drive.

Willits Weekly is locally owned and
operated out of Willits, CA
Follow us online: #willitsweekly
Contact us: willitsweekly@gmail.com
Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Volunteers make progress on decorating k-rails
around old Willits Cafe lot on Main Street

5:03 pm: WEBBER,
Charles Lou (47) of
Willits was contacted in
the 400 block of West
Mendocino Avenue. He
was arrested on felony
charges pursuant to 207
(A) PC (Kidnapping), 236
PC (False Imprisonment),
459 PC (Burglary), and
182 (A) (1) PC (Conspiracy
to Commit a Crime), and
misdemeanor charges of
243 (E) (1) PC (Domestic
Battery).

VIRUSES

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Paint the Town

8:36
pm:
Officers
responded to a report of
unwanted subjects in the 700
block of South Main Street.

Above, from left: A fire hydrant across from the Little Lake
Fire Department was recently painted with a whimsical, codecompliant design by Brian Weller. The volunteers of Paint the
Town gather around a k-rail for a group photo. The painting crew
is hard at work. Below: Madge Strong and Claudia Wenning,
two of the organizers of Paint the Town, work together on their
project. At bottom: Ileya Stewart displays her designs for the
k-rails on Commercial Street.
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Do you craft?
Do you art?
Do you make?

OPEN HOUSE

Sign up for a booth at the
Willits Senior Center’s upcoming

Sunday • Sept. 23, 2018 • 12:00-2:00 p.m.
3601 Muir Mill Road ~ Willits
Hosted by:
Joan Dooley

And sell your work!
Scheduled for December 1st.

DRE #00525685

707-272-4494
Less than 15 minutes from Willits on a paved road you’ll find this
magic hide-away. Over 8 forested acres with redwoods and fir trees
plus a soundly constructed 2 bedroom plus den and 1.5 baths, 2 story
home with a basement. Much of the home is redwood, milled on site
and boasts heavy beam construction, vaulted ceilings, beautiful pine
floors & redwood stairs. There’s central heat, woodstove and an
abundance of windows. Baechtel Creek runs through. $299,000

Reserve your space now! Just $30 for a booth!
Don’t forget, each vendor needs to bring
something to donate for Brown Bag Rafﬂe!
Booths go quick and there’s limited space, so sign
up now by calling Deb: 459-6826 or coming into the
Willits Senior Center to pay your fee and reserve
your booth space!

1501 BAECHTEL RD.
WILLITS, CA
459-6826

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Serving Mendocino County since 1976.
551 South Orchard Avenue • Ukiah • 707-462-4000
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Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com
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The rest of

Trash

From Page 3

The rest of

Paint

From Page 5

Most of the proposed designs have met with “positive
feedback, but there’s always someone that will complain,”
Jacobson said. “We are trying to pick designs that will be
pleasing to everybody. We will consider any designs that
people would like to submit. We’re hoping to get some kind
of rodeo cowboy designs. Eventually we will put out a call for
designs.”

volunteers participated in California alone. Coastal of colors that will go in the various sections, reminiscent of a
Cleanup Day has grown to become a worldwide giant paint-by-number piece. Mayor Strong estimates the last
painting party might take place next Sunday.
phenomenon.
Paint the Town has an ambitious agenda to beautify Willits
Unfortunately, although it also creates awareness,
the Cleanup Day is only a Band-Aid approach. The by painting various standard fixtures and items in order to lift
Another Paint the Town project is to place giant photo blowcreation of and the haphazard distribution of trash the spirits of residents who have had to recently deal with ups in empty store windows in order to create a walking gallery
is a 365-day-a-year activity, while Coastal Cleanup fires, a bypass, loss of business, an empty-looking downtown, in the downtown area. This project, proposed by Joe Dowling
Day is only one day a year. What is needed is uncertainty about cannabis regulations, and other challenges. and Bill Barksdale, has seen its first iteration in the empty
education about the problem at an early age.
According to Paul Jacobson, one of the Paint the Town storefront next door to Buster’s Burgers and Brew. The two
organizers,
there have been many rules and regulations and photos installed, by Ree Slocum, depict local artists Darryl
“Next year there’s gonna be some changes with
hoops
to
traverse
in order to make this project a reality. “The Carpenter and Sue Ellen Parkinson at work, along with an
the cleanup that I want to promote,” said Albright.
city
has
different
people that are involved in approving or explanation of the project and the artists involved.
“We want to get the high school students involved
vetoing
our
designs
for the trash receptacles. Chris Wilkes, fire
more and start on the ground floor,” he said – in
Paint the Town is an ambitious undertaking, but one that
chief,
has
been
instrumental
in helping with the fire hydrants.
order to promote respect for the planet and
hopefully will provide dividends in improving the look of the
especially the Willits valley.
“The fire department has coded colors based on the pressure downtown area and, eventually, beyond, and provide an
of
the fire hydrants,” Jacobson noted, “so we have to keep that
The trash that is strewn in the valley gets into
impetus to other projects expressing pride in Willits.
in
mind when painting the caps so the fire people will know
local creeks, especially during the rainy season
To volunteer or to make a tax-deductible contribution, email
when the valley floods. The creeks flow into the Eel where to hook up when needed. There are approximately 300
mstrong@willitsonline.com
or 4paulj@gmail.com, visit www.
hydrants
in
the
valley.
We
would
like
to
paint
almost
all
of
them.
River, designated a “wild and scenic” river by the
well95490.org
(Paypal),
or
write
WELL, P.O. Box 42, Willits,
And
there
are
around
20
of
the
trash
receptacles.
I
would
also
federal government, and eventually into the ocean.
like
to
get
permission
to
paint
the
electrical
boxes.”
CA
95490.
This is why it is so important that Willits continues
its efforts and cleans up the waterways prior to the Below, left: Rebecca Daun-Widner begins to sketch her designs. Below, right: Paul Jacobson does some of the detail work.
rains.
This year, the cleanup effort is being spearheaded
by Willits’ new city manager, Stephanie GarrabrantSierra, who noted in the press release about the
cleanup, that although there are now more than
1,000 inland chapters of the California Coastal
Cleanup, “the City of Willits was the first Inland
chapter.” Garrabrant-Sierra, who came to her Willits
job via the Bay Area as of March 15, has already
demonstrated her willingness and desire to create
improvements in the community and to preserve
the beauty that is so easy for newcomers to see.

Cross
Country
Logan
Simms,
16, Junior
How long
playing the
sport: Just this
year.
Breakfast of
Champions:
Bowl of Cheerios with honey. Then bacon.
Love of the sport: “Love that we get to push
ourselves more and more each day. And the
team aspect.”
Other sports played: Soccer, track.
This weekend, newcomer Logan Simms ran
a sub-12-minute 2-mile at the Viking Invitational
cross country meet in Santa Rosa. Logan, who
comes to Willits High School this year from
Yucca Valley, placed 41 in a highly competitive
group of 41 junior boys.

Above, from left: Beau Betts paints sealant on one of the freshly cut limbs on the old cherry tree out at the Willits High School ag farm. Jasmarie
Steffen shows off one of the pumpkins that will be for sale at the upcoming pumpkin sale at the end of October. William Duncan hangs out in the
farm’s cherry tree, and gets a higher-up cut painted with tree sealant. T-post pounding is an excellent skill, and tall youthful kids are prime students
for that skill, as Devon DiFazio shows, here. Below: Becky Bowlds’ Environmental Horticulture class poses together at the farm, including, left side
of tree, standing, from left: Michael Grimes, Enrique Cisneros, Ryan Rodriguez, Logan Simms, Sam Heller and Kelci Hernandez, front. Right side of
tree, back row, from left: Amarah Potter, Lathem Hulsey, Beau Betts and Devon DiFazio. In front, Jazzy Carrigg and Mari Calderon. Kneeling, in front,
from left: Kristan Frost, Jasmarie Steffen, William Duncan, and a friendly, curious goat.

Farm Fun

WHS ag students to raise funds for
a forge with raffle, pumpkin patch

– Coach Liz Roripaugh

Willits High School students taking ag teacher
Becky Bowlds’ Environmental
Maureen Moore Horticulture class are hard
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com at work getting ready for fall
fundraising efforts: earning
money for their garden project and for a forge for the
welding class.

Football
Christian Pedersen,17, Senior
How long playing the sport: Two to three
years.
Breakfast of Champions: I don’t eat
breakfast. Straight air with no milk.

The farm at the high school is brimming with towering
corn and sunflowers, stuffed-full tomato cages, old
trees dripping with apples, and a beautiful assortment
of festive pumpkins. Paperwork is in progress to get
the produce to be able to be sold at the Willits Farmers
Market and also to the school’s cafeteria, too.

Love of the sport: “Love the strategy.”

This year the crews concentrated on the creek
behind Mariposa Market and the hill around the
“Welcome to Willits” sign just south of the Best
Western, the place visitors from the south first see
when they enter Willits. We only get one chance to
make a first impression.

Other sports played: None.
Photos by
Mathew Caine

COLUMN | Market Thursdays

Fall market news

It’s mid-September, and the farmers market is overflowing
with summer’s bounty. From tomatoes and peppers to
sweet corn and melons, from potatoes to kale and chard,
from sweet prune plums to pears and apples, the farmers
market has produce for the fall table in abundance. With
just six more weeks outdoors, Willits Farmers Market is
thriving.
The market moved to
its new location downtown
in May. Aside from two or
three broiling days on hot
Michael Foley
pavement, vendors have
Columnist
loved the new market,
located where passers-by can stop in and downtown
shoppers and business-people have ready access.
When the city made clear that Willits Farmers Market
could not return to City Park, the market vendors and
manager began looking for a spot closer to the heart of
Willits. Downtown merchants urged relocating to Main
Street. The parking lot in the first block of South Main
seemed to fit the bill. Vendors have come back to market,
and sales are up by a third over last year, so the move has
proven its worth.
And as the market hopefully grows over the next
couple of years, it will have the option of locating on Main
Street itself once the road work is complete and Caltrans
relinquishes control to the city. Many downtown merchants
look forward to a downtown festival each Thursday right
on Main.
New faces at market have added to the success of the
new location. One of the most popular additions is Shewolf
Coffee, with Krista Pickens’ vegan donuts and sweet treats.
Though you can have all the sugar you want, Pickens also
bakes sourdough donuts with just enough sweetness. And
her turmeric lemonade gives a healthful twist to what would
otherwise verge on sinful indulgence.
Maci Rodrigue’s Yokayo Roots Farm is also new to
market this year, bringing Rodrigue’s Southern charm and
a wide array of greens to market from just outside Ukiah.
Unusual crops for our area include Rodrigue’s mini-celery,
fennel, and salad greens with edible flowers.
It’s pepper season, and the New Agrarian Collective has
piles of delicious peppers – sweet, mild, and hot. For those
who like to can and preserve, it’s time to stock up on the
peppers for canning, pickling, and fermented hot sauces.

The collective, which often calls itself NAC, is a loose
collection of enterprises that markets meat and produce
together, but that includes Eliot’s Whole Grain Breads –
another new market favorite – and a “compost lab,” all
located at Ridgewood Ranch and all spun out of the School
of Adaptive Agriculture at the ranch.
Ruthie King and Eliot Hartley raise sheep, chickens
and hogs, as well as Eliot’s grains. Joshua Sternberg
and Caroline Rehberger run a one-acre market garden,
and Caroline Radice does flowers, all for market here in
Willits and in Ukiah. Collectively, the enterprise has been
tremendously successful this year and plans to be part of
Willits Farmers Market throughout the winter season as
well.
This year saw the return of The Fish Peddler, after a twoyear absence, with fresh and frozen fish direct from Noyo
Harbor. The Fish Peddler, which has a permanent location
in Ukiah, has just one or two more weeks at the Willits
Market, unless owner Teresa Akin can be persuaded to
bring crabs to market once that harvest begins.
The Mendocino Herb Guild is a newcomer to market,
bringing fire cider and herbal remedies and knowledge
every week for the last several weeks. Formed this year
by the large informal network of herbalists in our area,
the Herb Guild now brews its own version of the tasty
traditional remedy based on apple cider vinegar.
Full of healthful herbs and foods, fire cider can be
carefully sipped alone or made the basis for a “shrub,”
with carbonated water and occasionally spirits. The guild’s
booth is also a place where herbalists and herbal medicine
enthusiasts meet up and exchange knowledge and often
herbs.
Forget-Me-Not Flowers hopes to be back this week
to finish out their season with the market. And Shannon
Furr’s Odin’s Organics brings organic pet treats every
week. Market-goers turn to Deborah Knoles for a lift from
her Puerh tea or to Grange Grains for local grains, flour
and beans. Denise Bartolomei brings her flavored olive oil
and vinegar, and Timothy Cerrato is a faithful regular with
handmade jewelry.
The anchors of the market remain the handful of vendors
who have been coming regularly for years. The John Ford
Ranch continues to bring affordable local beef week after
week. Specials on grass-fed hamburger and the Ford’s
Rancher’s Pack are available every week, along with
seasonal discounts on particular cuts.
Robert Goleman’s Bolliver’s features baked goods both
savory and sweet, prepared dinner makings, and, back
once again, frozen pot pies. When the weather cools,

Goleman will also be bringing his fabulous chocolates.
Jesse Taaning’s Inland Ranch produces certified organic
vegetables, meat and eggs, and has recently brought back
lamb. Brother Mike is usually behind the table at market.
Ask about sausage choices and available cuts of pork or
lamb.
Amanda Fairall can be counted on for creative jams and
jellies, sweet baked goods, and savory hot wraps, drinks
and produce. and Green Uprising Farm brings fresh greens
every week, along with a changing array of produce. Pears
and sugar-sweet prune plums are the fruit of the month,
but apples are also coming in.
Willits Farmers Market’s outdoor season is May through
October. In the first week of November, the market will be
moving back into the Little Lake Grange on School Street.
In the meantime, it’s an outdoor market, rain or shine, from
3 to 6 pm every Thursday. The market accepts EBT and
participates in the Market Match program, doubling EBT
dollars.
Michael Foley is a partner in Green Uprising Farm and
market manager at the Willits Farmers Market. Michael
can be reached at foley.mw@gmail.com or 707-216-5549.

The rest of

Market

Christian has been a true leader for us,
especially with his effort. He is at football
The students will be selling affordable pumpkins
practice every day, takes notes on the playbook,
Read the rest of
and asks meaningful questions for the whole
Farm Over on Page 11
team. It has paid
off greatly for
from left: Ryan Rodriguez holds up the spilling-over tomato cage so Jose Soto can pound in a T-post to help support the cage. Kelci
him, as he is our Below,
Hernandez, left, Bee Tellez-Bailon and Valeria Valasco smile in front of towering yellow flowers at the farm. Sam Heller, left, and Logan Simms show
leading tackler, off the growing corn stalks at the Willits High School ag farm.
with 30 tackles in
the year thus far.
We look forward
to continuing to
lean on Christian
as the year
progresses.
– Head Coach
Chris Bickford

From Page 1

indeed happened to that once-thriving tomatillo. They’ve
got your back, and man, is it great that they do.
Willits has two great options to connect with these
talented folk: on Thursdays from 3 to 6 pm at the Willits
Farmers Market and on Fridays from 9 am to 2 pm at the
Commonwealth Garden.

FINDING PEACE IN A WORLD OF CHAOS

The Willits Farmers Market
The Willits Farmers Market has been held at the parking
lot just north of Main Street Music all summer, and the
general consensus from frequent attendees and vendors
has been nothing but positive.
The small lot makes for a cozy and full market regardless
of the usually plentiful vendor count, and the Main Street
visibility has been unmatched in getting new faces browsing
the market stalls. Those looking to let their kids enjoy some
time playing can incorporate City Park just down the street
before or after a great downtown shopping trip.
The market will continue at the parking lot until the first
Thursday in November when it moves back indoors at the
Little Lake Grange and converts to winter hours: 3 to 5:30
pm.
Remember, the Willits Farmers Market accepts EBT and
participates in the Market Match program, doubling EBT
dollars. Stop by the Green Uprising Farm booth and speak
with market manager Michael Foley about Market Match.

Commonwealth farm stand

707-459-2426 (H)

707-354-0520 (C)

The Commonwealth Garden offers the community a
second day to pick up fresh local produce: Fridays from
9 am to 2 pm at the garden located in the Haehl Creek
subdivision on Marcela Drive by the new Howard Hospital.
The produce is grown for use at Howard’s kitchen
and Roots restaurant, serving patient meals, employee
cafeteria options, and public dining, too. Extra veggies are
then offered at the farm stand on Fridays, with suggested
donation prices.
Offerings include everything from melons to basil to
tomatoes to onions to pears to cucumbers to garlic to
pumpkins ... and lovely flower bouquets, too.
While all the harvest is at its peak, try and steal a chance
to pop by either the Thursday farmers market or the Friday
farm stand and enjoy the literal fruits (and veggies!) of local
farmers’ labors.
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10-PART PROPHECY SERIES • FREE ADMISSION

BEGINS FRIDAY, SEPT. 28

AT

7:00 PM

Series Topics Include: The Antichrist & 666 • The Mark of the Beast • The Seal of God • Revelation’s Lake of Fire • The USA in Prophecy • And much more!
PLUS: Nightly Giveaways!

Children’s Program
(ages 4–10)

Willits Weekly | September 20, 2018

Location: Church Auditorium
399 W. Mendocino Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

To receive a free gift on opening night, register at:

PROPHECYSEMINARS.COM
Visit willitssda.com for more info.

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Ongoing Events

Mondays from 7 to 8:30 pm. Info: Doris Wier, 456-9246.

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings at Howard Memorial Hospital:
Held once a week on Mondays, 6 to 7 pm in the Seabiscuit
Conference Room. Open to everyone and anyone who needs
support recovering from alcoholism. Info: Cici at 456-3591
“Made in Mendocino”: The September show at the Willits Center
for the Arts, with more than 20 Mendocino County quilters, featuring
the work of Holly Brackman. The show runs through September
23 at the WCA, 71 East Commercial Street. Info: 459-1726.
willitscenterforthearts.org. Gallery hours, Wednesday through
Sunday, 11 am to 6 pm.
Brooktrails Golf Course: Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 8 am,
Senior League. Age 50 and over. Lifetime membership $10. Green
fees extra. Thursday, 5 pm, Working Man’s Scramble with $12 green
fees, $5 buy in, cash prize for 1st place. Drink and snack provided.
Saturdays, 8 am, “Sweeps” utilizing NCGA handicaps. Sundays,
5 pm, free golf for kids, 5 to 18, with paying adult. For times and
information: 459-6761. 24860 Birch Street.
“Art in the Plaza”: Saturdays and Sundays through September.
Come see local artists and artisans – free – in the congenial plaza
behind Cafe 77. Info: www.artintheplaza.com. Contact Morgan Rex
at 841-0913 or see the application online.
Intentional Community: Creating ideas for serving the community
with gardens, art and other concepts. Meeting Wednesdays at
7 pm, Willits Hub (Willits Environmental Center), 630 South Main
Street. 1st and 3rd Wednesdays: general meeting, 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays: FOCUS meetings, 5th Wednesdays: pot luck. Info:
janae@heartful-living.net for vision statement.
Social Dancing: Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month,
6:30 to 8:30 pm. No partner required. Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South
Main Street. Club atmosphere in which the participants teach each
other swing, salsa and other types of partner dancing. Collaborative
playlist.
Ridgewood Ranch Tours: The Seabiscuit Heritage Foundation
Saturday tours include: vintage Seabiscuit film footage, stud barn,
mare barn, carriage house and Howard House (built in 1905).
Reservations suggested but not required; children under 11 free,
$20 for non-Mendocino residents, $10 with proof of Mendocino
County residency. Reservations or info: seabiscuit@instawave.net
or 707-391-3872.
Willits Summer Farmers Market: Thursdays from 3 to 6 pm at
the City Parking Lot, just north of Main Street Music and Video.
Summer veggies, local meats and local grains, fresh fish from Fort
Bragg, dinner, savory and sweet baked goods, gift items, dog treats,
flowers, jams and jellies and savory preserves, balsamic vinegars,
artisan and fair trade chocolates, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry,
live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
Emandal Chorale: The Chorale is open to all who wish to sing a
cappella songs of peace and justice. Every Wednesday from 5 to
6:30 pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Info: 3671573.

Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every Tuesday at 6:30
pm, at the Muse, 31 East San Francisco Avenue. Info: 456-9425 or
honemann@yahoo.com.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the Saint Francis in
the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 East Commercial Street. Every
2nd and 4th Friday. Free. Everyone is welcome. Info: 459-4932.
Willits Library Activities: Wednesdays: 11 to 11:30 am “Play
Group,” and 3:30 to 5:30 pm “Lego Day” (bring your imagination
and start building); Thursdays: 11 to 11:30 am “Story Time.” Willits
Library, 390 East Commercial Street. Info: 459-5908.
Willits Seed Lending Library: Offering information on seed saving
and gardening. Seeds of flowers, herbs, and vegetables are free
to seed library members, and seed donations are gladly accepted.
Al-Anon Meeting: Thursday nights from 5:30 to 6:30 pm at the
Baechtel Creek Village Community Room (behind Rite-Aid) at the
Evergreen Shopping Center. Saturdays at 10 am at St. Francis
Episcopal Church Fellowship Hall, 66 East Commercial Street.
“Al-Anon Family groups are a fellowship of relatives and friends of
alcoholics who share their experience strength and hope to solve
their common problems. We believe that alcoholism is a family
illness and that changed attitudes can aid recovery.
Drop-In Knitting Circle: Every Saturday of the month, from 2:30 to
4:30 pm at the Willits Branch Library, 390 East Commercial Street.
“Bring your own projects or your yarn and needles; we have people
who should be able to help solve problems and/or help you learn to
knit or crochet. Sign-ups are not necessary – everyone is welcome
to drop in.” Info: Lotus Baker at 456-9037, or lotusb3@earthlink.net.
Soroptimists International of Willits: Women’s service club
aimed at the betterment of girls and women. Meets second and third
Tuesdays of every month, noon to 1 pm, at Old Mission Pizza in
reserved room, 1708 South Main Street, in the back room. However,
there are NO MEETINGS in July or August. Meetings will resume in
September. Women interested in community service are welcome;
new members are encouraged to join at any time.
Life Changes: Discussion and support group with Linda Posner,
Wednesdays from 10 to 11 am. Harrah Senior Center, 1501
Baechtel Road.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from Smoking”
class sponsored by Adventist Health Howard Memorial. Every
Wednesday at AHHM’s Roots Restaurant, 1 Marcela Drive, 6 to 7
pm. Register today: 540-4208. Walk-ins are always welcome.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body Works Gym,
1511 South Main Street. Teen gym: Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 3 to 5 pm. Karate: Thursday, Little Dragons-ages 3 to 6, 5:15 to
6 pm. Youth Karate-ages 6 to 11, 6 to 7 pm; Tweens to Adults-ages 11
and up, 7 to 8:30 pm. All SAL programs free to the public. Info: www.
facebook.com/MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague or
Mike Tobin: 354-0565.

Weekly Parkinson’s Discussion and Support Group: Every
Thursday, 10:30 to 11:45 am. In the Conference Room at Willits
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-1941.

Shanachie Pub: Singer-songwriter Aaron Ford every first Thursday
at 7:30 pm. No cover. Jazz Night every second and fourth Thursday.
8 pm. “Local musicians … take jazz standards and infuse them
with funk, hip hop, world, and free form jamming. The outcome is
unexplainable.” Open Mic Night every Wednesday. Sign up for the
lottery for 20 minute time slots from 3 pm, when the Pub opens, to
7:30 pm. Music starts at 8 pm. “An eclectic array of local musicians
and performers from around the world, often turning into an evening
full of unexpected surprises.” Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street,
behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

German Conversation Class: Ongoing non-denominational
German conversation/book reading class is open to new members
(middle to advanced German speakers). No charge, but donations
gladly accepted. St. John Lutheran Church, 24 Mill Creek Drive.

Laytonville Farmers Market: Mondays, from 2:30 to 5:30 pm
at Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Local fresh
fruits and vegetables, artisan goat cheeses, ranch meats, eggs,
handcrafted clothing, live music and much more.

Friday Potluck Bingo: Harrah Senior Center presents Potluck
Bingo on Friday nights. Doors open at 5 pm; games begin at 5:30
pm. Minimum bingo buy-in $5. 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-6826.

AT THE MOVIES

‘The
Predator’

The Story: The alien big game hunter is
back, and the killing continues. It seems
that the Predators want human DNA. Why?
Something to do with making themselves
more perfect, more deadly. Regardless,
there’s lots and lots of killing. Amid the car
chases and explosions, dismemberments
are featured. The human race may be
completely wiped out if
Dan Essman the macho guys can’t
Columnist
stop the alien. And yes,
did I mention that lots
and lots of folks are butchered? There’s even
a spine-yanking nod to “Mortal Combat.” I
liked it.
My Thoughts: The movie had a plot of
sorts. Mostly, the flick is a series of highaction set pieces. Some of the action is cool,
explosions and shoot-outs. The uber males
in the flick are fun to watch. All the guys talk
tough. There are some good macho lines.
Olivia Munn plays an exo-biologist. She’s
macho too. I must confess, and a confession
it is, that I had some fun watching this silly
flick. I didn’t always know what and why guys
were doing what they were doing, or what
the aliens were doing, but they were fast
and loud so the whats and the whys didn’t
really matter all
that much. I’m
thinking that the
aliens
probably
are coming here
because they want
our jobs.

What’s Happening Around Town
and other peace-loving groups and individuals.
This year’s theme is “The Right to Peace - The
Universal Declaration of Human Rights at 70.”
This is a free event.
El Día Internacional de la Paz: “El viernes 21
de septiembre estaremos celebrando el Día
internacional de la paz en el parque Rec Grove
de 4 a 6 pm. Este festejo será Bilingüe en inglés
y español e incluirá canciones, bailables y
oraciones por la paz, con Wallace Clark, Mayor
de Konkow Banda de Maidu, el Coro de Emandal
y Nuestra Alianza Baile Folklórico. Habrá comida
por Parte de Willits High School Art and Travel
Club, donaciones serán aceptadas. Este evento
es gratis. Favor de traer su
propia cobija y silla.”
Willits High School Football:
Willits vs. Cloverdale: JV 5:30
pm, Varsity 7 pm. Willits High
School’s Maize Field, 299
North Main Street. (JV Coach
Josh Husarek, Varsity Coach
Chris Bickford)
Shanachie Pub: The Cult of
Ours: “Come on out for a fun
time with music from many of
our locals!” Friday, September
21, 9 pm. 50B South Main Street.

of heartfelt original and familiar songs, playing
their unique brand of folk Americana.” Saturday,
September 22, 8 pm. 50B South Main Street.

Saturday, September 22

Tuesday, September 25

“Art in the Plaza”: Saturday, September 22, 9 am
to 4 pm. Come see local artists and artisans – free
– in the congenial plaza behind Cafe 77. Weekends
through September. Info: www.artintheplaza.
com. Umbrellas are
permanent on site to
provide shade and
backdrop. Spaces are
available for artists to
sell their handmade
goods. Info: Morgan
Rex at 841-0913 or
see the application
online.
Not JUST Cowboy
Poetry: this year’s
event features Kristyn
Harris and the 6th
annual Apple Pie
Throwdown at Emandal - A Farm on a River. A
benefit for Friends of the Willits Library (FOWL).
Bring a pie, get into the concert free! Features
Kristyn Harris, multi-award winning guitarist,
singer, yodeler. Silent Auction by and for the
Willits Senior Center. Dinner with artist/whiskey
tasting reservations. September 22, 2 pm. $25 per
person. $10 for apple pie tasting. Bring a picnic if
you like. Info and reservations: Tamara 459-9252,
tamara@emandal.com. More info: www.emandal.
Friday, September 21
com
International Day of Peace in Willits: “Gather “Fancy Dinner in a Field’: Farm to Table Dinner
for International Day of Peace, Friday, September for Laytonville Skate Park Project. Saturday,
21, from 4 to 6 pm, at Recreation Grove Park. A September 22. Bar/Appetizers 6:30 pm, Dinner
bilingual gathering (Spanish and English) including 7:30 pm. An evening of friends, family, fun and
song, dance, and prayers for peace with Wallace food featuring a gourmet feast of locally sourced
Clark, Elder of the Konkow band of Maidu, Tap ingredients benefiting the Laytonville Skate
Dance by Sandy Wake and Leslie Hines, Emandal Park, 351 Harwood Road. Tickets, on sale now:
Chorale and Nuestra Alianza Baile Folklórico.
$30, available at The Big
Food will be available for
Chief and Healthy Start in
purchase, provided by the
Laytonville. If you would like
women of Nuestra Alianza.
to reserve a table for your
Other
refreshments
group, or learn more about
provided by the Willits High
the Laytonville Skate Park
School Art & Travel Club
Project, call Laytonville
(donations accepted). Bring
Healthy Start at 707-984your own chair or blanket.
8089. This event will sell
Presented by the City of
out.
Willits, Nuestra Alianza de
Shanachie Pub: Forrest &
Willits, WHS Art & Travel
Friends: “Good friends led
Club, Willits Interfaith Tap dancing duo T42, Sandy Wake, left, and
by Forrest Glyer of Schindig
Council, Willits Rotary Club Leslie Hines, will perform an original tap dance come together for a night
at the September 21 Peace Day event.

October 6
Color Me Green 5K walk/run aims to provide youth and community
members a learning opportunity for improving their health through a fun
event. Hosted by Long Valley 4-H. Participants will run 5 kilometers with
other members of their community and will be showered with green dye as
they pass, leaving them colored in all green by the end of the run. Harwood
Hall/Healthy Start, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Saturday, October 6.
Registration 8 am, Race 9 am. Cost to register $15, $20, $25, $30, $35
$40 depending on date. To pre-register: http://ucanr.edu/survey/survey.
cfm?surveynumber=23868. Info: Andrea Firks, adluna1@gmail.com or
707-354-1531 or Tannis Boyd at tlboyd@ucanr.edu or 707 463-4495.

Not JUST
Cowboy Poetry
September 22

Sunday, September 23
Little Lake Grange Pancake Breakfast: “Join
your friends at the Little Lake Grange pancake
breakfast, 8 to 11 am, Sunday, September 23
(and every fourth Sunday through October). Free
breakfast for firefighters! (one breakfast per official
ID). $8 buys you a plate of the best ‘scratch’
pancakes & local farm eggs to be found anywhere
around. Our tasty breakfast is a wonderful
combination of comfort foods”: Choose sourdough
wholegrain, Hank’s Famous Buttermilk Pancakes
or Gluten-Free, Beeler’s Quality Bacon, organic
local farm fresh eggs, real butter, juice, organic
coffee or tea. $8; $7 seniors, $5 children under
10. Extra: sides of organic fruit and Amish organic
maple syrup. Little Lake Grange #670, 291 School
Street (2 blocks south of Commercial Street; 1
block west of Main Street).
Laytonville Third District Supervisor Forum:
candidates for Third District supervisor John
Pinches and John Haschak are featured at this
forum, Sunday, September 23, from 2 to 4 pm, at
Harwood Hall, Laytonville. Sponsored by 12 local
community groups.
Willits Library: Flower Crowns and Headbands:
Create a beautiful flower crown to wear! Supplies
provided. Ages 6 and up. RSVP on Facebook or
by calling the Willits Library at 459-5908. Sign up
for a library card while
you’re here. All ages.
Tuesday, September
25, 5:30 to 6:30 pm.
Willits Library, 390
East
Commercial
Street.
Tightwad Tuesdays
at the Noyo Theatre:
All 2D movies that are
in their second week
are $5 on Tuesdays at
the Noyo Theatre for
all ages, all showings.
This week’s Tightwad
movies, “Alpha” and
“The Predator.” For showtimes: www.noyotheatre.
com. 57 East Commercial Street. 459-6696.

Wednesday, September 26
Literacy Tutoring Workshop Orientation:
Literacy Volunteers of Willits seeks tutors: “If
you can read, then you can teach someone else
to read, write and speak
English. We’ll train you
and furnish you with all the
tools you’ll need.” Training
Orientation: Wednesday,
September 26 from 3 to
5 pm at the Willits Library
conference room. Basic
Tutor Training Workshop:
9 am to 3 pm, Saturday,
September 29 at the
library. For reservations
call Pam at 459-1586,
leave a message on the
office answering machine,
459-5098 or email lvw@
willitsonline.com.
“We
have learners patiently
waiting for a tutor.”

Thursday, September 27
Willits Farmers Market: At the City Parking
Lot, just north of Main Street Music, Thursday,
September 27, 3 to 6 pm. Summer veggies,

Revival at Possum Kingdom
Community Church

“Feel Better Than
Ever”

Opens October 5

October 2
Avenues to Wellness presents,
“Feel Better Than Ever!” by Shannon
Morris, MS, PT and Nutrition
Scientist, Tuesday, October 2, 5:30
to 6:30 pm at Willits Center for the
Arts, 71 East Commercial St. Free
to the public, donations appreciated.
“One of the ways to improve your
health is to change your food
choices, and to change your choices
you need to understand what drives
those choices. Understanding the
biochemistry of behavior is central
to recovery. Diabetes, depression,
obesity, the opioid epidemic
and other healthcare diseases
are manifestations of a single
healthcare crisis called ‘processed
food’ disease. Medication is not the
cure, only a long-term treatment.
Learn how to change your life so
that you can be happy, fit and free
of chronic disease.” Avenues to
Wellness, a program of the Frank
R. Howard Foundation, hosts
a speaker presentation the first
Tuesday of the month at the Art
Center. Visit: avenuestowellness.org
for upcoming topics. Call: 456-9676.

This hilarious and unpredictable country comedy
opens Friday, October 5 for a three-week run. The play
by Linda LaRoque is directed by Jim Williams. Set in
rural Texas in the 1950s, the play features two downon-their-luck conmen who try conning the Lord in his
own house with much-unexpected consequences. The
two would-be hustlers, Alvo T. Haggarty (Mike A’Dair),
and Buddy Peacock (Kevin Moore), find themselves
broke and stranded in the small town of Possum
Kingdom. Also appearing are Kelly Kesey, Lisa Wilcox,
and Dan Ramsey. Posing as a big city preaching team,
Buddy and Alvo intend to fleece the friendly local folk
out of their hard-earned cash. However, the question
soon arises, can the boys pull off their caper and make
it out of town with the cash, or will the mid-hymn arrival
of a misfortunate stranger change Buddy and Alvo’s
outlooks for good?

The annual Not JUST Cowboy
Poetry event at Emandal – A Farm
on the River on Saturday features
musical firehouse Kristyn Harris and
the 6th annual Apple Pie Throwdown.
A benefit for Friends of the Willits
Library (FOWL). Features Kristyn
Harris, multi-award-winning guitarist,
singer, yodeler from deep in the heart of Texas.
Silent Auction by and for the Willits Senior Center.
Dinner with artist/whiskey tasting, by reservation.
Saturday, September 22, 2 pm. Categories to enter
in for Pie Throwdown: Most Delectable Pie, The
Perfect Crust, Most Aesthetically Pleasing, Best
Over All Apple Pie, People’s Choice Award, Most
Runs from October 5 to 21, Friday and Saturdays at
Creative Apple Pie, Greatest Gluten Free, and Best
8
pm
for $20, Sundays 2 pm for $15 and Thursdays at 7
Next Generation (14 years and under).
pm for $15. A special benefit performance sponsored by
Tickets: $25; $15 kids under 12. $10 for apple
the Emandal Chorale will be held on Thursday, October
pie tasting. Bring a pie, get into the concert free! 11. Tickets for the benefit are $20 and available by
Firefighters and their families are welcome to attend calling Tamara Adams at 459-9252. Advance tickets for
for free! Tickets available at Willits Library, Willits all regular shows are available in person at Mazahar, 38
Senior Center, at the gate, or call: 459-9252 for South Main Street; online at brownpapertickets.com; or
ticket reservations and dinner reservations. Bring a by phone 24/7 at 1-800-838-3006. Tickets available at
picnic if you like. More info: Tamara at 459-9252 or the door until sold out. The WCT playhouse is located at
tamara@emandal.com, or visit www.emandal.com. 37 West Van Lane (behind Shanachie Pub).

Willitsian Daniel
Essman prefers his
reality attenuated
by the wisdom of
the imagination.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Willits Farmers Market: At the City Parking
Lot, just north of Main Street Music, Thursday,
September 27, 3 to 6 pm. Summer veggies,
including heirloom tomatoes, fresh salad greens,
local meats, sausage and eggs, local grains, fresh
fish from Fort Bragg, strawberries from Redwood
Valley, and savory and sweet baked goods,
including handcrafted bread. More: gift items,
dog treats, flowers, jams and jellies and savory
preserves, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, fair trade
chocolates, Willits-roasted iced coffee, tea, fire
cider, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live music,
the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
Music in the Park in Willits: The “Falling Out of
Summer” concert series, presented by the City of
Willits, is set for every Thursday from 5 to 7 pm,
in the Rec Grove from
September 20 to October
11. Tonight’s act will be
Willits native, Palmer
Runberg, local country
talent who now plays
in Nashville. He will be
opening for Sam Williams,
grandson of Hank Williams,
Jr., Americana, ballads and
blues. “This is Willits’ first
Music in the Park event.
Bring your own chairs,
sweaters and blankets!”
Hamburgers and hot dogs served by the Willits
Lions Club, Taco Ramirez Mexican Food Truck,
and a churro cart.
Willits High School Lady Wolverines Volleyball:
Willits vs. Lower Lake: JV 5 pm, Varsity 6 pm.
Willits High School Gym, 299 North Main Street.
(JV Coach Julie Goyke, Varsity Coach Jon Jessup)
Willits High School Soccer: Willits vs. Lower
Lake: Girls 5:30 pm, Boys 6:30 pm. Willits High
School Soccer Field, 299 North Main Street. (Boys
Coach Martin Rodriguez, Girls Coach Tatiana
Cantrell)
“Tomorrow”: Tonight’s screening in the Now &
Then Film Series, is “the beginning of a movement
seeking to encourage local communities around
the world to change the way they live for the sake
of our planet…. The documentary ‘Tomorrow’ sets
out to showcase alternative and creative ways
of viewing agriculture, economics, energy and
education, and offers constructive solutions to act
on a local level to make a difference on a global
level.” Thursday, September 20 at 7 pm; trailers
and short films at 6:30 pm. Donation: $5 or more.
Serving heirloom organic popcorn with organic
butter.
Shanachie Pub: Ricky Montijo, out of wine
country, playing Soul, Rock, Latin, Blues, Reggae,
and world beats. Thursday, September 20, 8 pm.
Visit www.rickymontijo.com/home.html. 50B South
Main Street.

Color Me Green 5K Walk/Run

Parents: “R” rated
picture, “R” level
violence. Not for
little kids. 12 and
up.
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including heirloom tomatoes, fresh salad greens,
local meats, sausage and eggs, local grains, fresh
fish from Fort Bragg, strawberries from Redwood
Valley, and savory and sweet baked goods,
including handcrafted bread. More: gift items,
dog treats, flowers, jams and jellies and savory
preserves, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, fair trade
chocolates, Willits-roasted iced coffee, tea, fire
cider, crafts, knitted goods and jewelry, live music,
the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
Book Launch Party and Talk with Jed Diamond:
Local author Jed Diamond hosts a talk and book
launch party for his latest book, “My Distant Dad:
Healing the Family Father Wound,” on Thursday,
September 27, at 6 pm at the Willits Library, 390
East Commercial Street. “I’ll share my experiences
and clinical research over the last 40 years about
the impact the father wound has on our lives
growing up and on our relationships as adults.”
Willits High School Lady Wolverines Volleyball:
Willits vs. Cloverdale: JV 5 pm, Varsity 6 pm.
Willits High School Gym, 299 North Main Street.
(JV Coach Julie Goyke,
Varsity Coach Jon Jessup)

Friday,
September 28
The Hog Farm and
Friends
in
Open
Celebration: The Hog
Farm in Laytonville invites
extended family and
friends to this “Hog Farm
in Open Celebration”
event and rent party at
their home on the Black
Oak Ranch. Great music,
games, bingo for prizes,
excursions,
costumes,
Hog Farm Film Festival.
Delicious meals provided,
daily cocktail hours, beer and wine. Friday,
September 28, 2 pm to 1 am; Saturday, September
29, 8 am to 1 am; Sunday, September 30, 8:30 am
to 2 pm. Info: www.blackoakranch.com/hog-farmcelebration. Tickets at Eventbrite: weekend adult
$150, weekend youth $75, Saturday only adult
$75.
Willits High School Football Homecoming:
Willits vs. St. Helena: JV 5:30 pm, Varsity 7 pm.
Willits High School’s Maize Field, 299 North Main
Street. (JV Coach Josh Husarek, Varsity Coach
Chris Bickford)
Revelation’s Path to Hope: Finding Peace
in a World of Chaos: “Learn stunning truths of
peace and love from the Bible that will give you
assurance for these troubling
times.” Series topics include:
The Antichrist & 666, The Mark
of the Beast, The Seal of God,
Revelation’s Lake of Fire, The
USA in Prophecy, Armageddon,
more. Children’s program (ages 4
to 10). Speaker: Daniel Hudgens.
The free 10-part series begins
Friday, September 28 at the Willits
Seventh-Day Adventist Church
Auditorium, 399 West Mendocino
Avenue. Continues through
October 13. Register in advance
at www.ProphecySeminars.com.
Info: www.willitssda.com
Shanachie Pub: Sharkmouth:
“They’ve been compared to the
Cramps, Marc Ribot, Devo and Kendrick to name a
few. The boys have some new material in the works
and a mean new outlook on the apocalypse.” Visit
facebook.com/mouthshark. Saturday, September
28, 9 pm. 50B South Main Street.

Senior Center
Lunch
Week of September
24 through
September 28
Monday: Chicken Club
Sandwich
Tuesday: Beef Tips
with Noodles
Wednesday:
Shredded Chicken
Burrito with Green
Sauce
Thursday: Beef &
Barley Stew with
Mushrooms
Friday: Birthday
Turkey Dinner
Harrah Senior Center
serves lunch five days
per week from 11:45
am to 1 pm. $6.50 for
those 55 and older;
$8 for those under 55.
Includes soup, salad,
entrée,
vegetable,
dessert, and drink.
Salad Bar available all
year. 1501 Baechtel
Road. Info: 459-6826.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Saturday, September 29
The Hog Farm and Friends in Open Celebration:
See Friday, September 28 listing for details.
ERRP Field Trip to the Redwoods: Eel River
Recovery Project teams up with the Institute
for Sustainable Forestry (a project of the Tree
Foundation) for a free day-long field trip to visit a
demonstration sustainable forest, at the Redwood
Forest Foundation’s Usal Redwood Forest.
Saturday, September 29; meet at 9 am at the
Willits Environmental Hub, 630 Main Street to
carpool. Info: Robin 459-0155 or RFFI or ERRP
websites.
Literacy Tutoring Training Workshop: See
Wednesday, September 26 listing for details. 9
am to 3 pm, Saturday, September 29 at the Willits
Library.
Shanachie Pub: Gypsy Thorns: “This local duo
features Danielle ‘Feather’ and JoeTucky playing
folk mixed with Southern blues rock with a good
dash of Appalachian Soul.” Visit facebook.com/
GypsyThorns-1501412736828198/.
Saturday,
September 29, 9 pm. 50B South Main Street.

Sunday, September 30
The Hog Farm and Friends
in Open Celebration: See
Friday, September 28 listing
for details.
“Paint the Town” Work
Party: Help paint the k-rails at
the site of the old Willits Cafe,
Main and Commercial streets,
as part of an effort to beautify
the downtown Willits area.
Sponsored by WELL (Willits
Economic
Localization).
Sunday, September 30, 11
am, to paint the final designs.
For info and to get involved,
contact Paul at 4paulj@gmail.
com or Madge at mstrong@
willitsonline.com or 459-1493.
To contribute to expenses,
send tax-deductible donations to WELL, P.O.
Box 42, Willits 95490 with “Paint the Town” in the
memo line.

‘Wild Willits Fest:
Explore Our Roots’
October 20
On
Saturday,
October
20, Visit Willits will host the
inaugural “Wild Willits Fest:
Explore Our Roots” event.
“The event is unlike any other.
It embodies all that Northern
California is about: small town
vibes with great food, music,
and activities for every age. The
event will include a 5k walk/run,
10k and a half-marathon race,
live music, local food vendors,
food competition featuring local
chefs and caterers, kids’ activity
zone, artisan market, wellness
vendors, and events happening
around Willits all weekend. The
event kicks off in the morning
from Recreation Grove with
the course winding through the
Valley. Runners and walkers
can expect Mother Nature to
show off her brilliant fall colors.
Along the route, markers will
point out various points of
interests and unique activities.”
Information and registration:
WildWillitsFest.com, Facebook
and Instagram.
Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

EXCLUSIVE BOOK RELEASE!

My Distant Dad
Healing the Family Father Wound

The male anger and rage we see in everything from domestic
violence to school shootings has its roots in trauma resulting from
growing up in families with disconnected and dysfunctional
fathers. Yet, this childhood wounding can be healed.
My 15th book, My Distant Dad: Healing the Family Father Wound
is an adventure story to find the father I lost when I was five years
old. It’s also a tale of redemption and healing for both my father
and myself. These lessons can be used to heal your father wound.
“There are some skills you must have, some ways you must be,
and some things you must learn or unlearn if you want to have
healthy, fulfilling and loving relationships. Jed covers all the
‘musts’ and then some. What a blessing. This will be recognized
as your finest work. I am honored to support it and you.” --Rev.
Iyanla Vanzant, Host of Iyanla, Fix My Life

Get the First Chapter Free @
menalive.com/my-distant-dad

UPCOMING
June 17 E-book launch on Amazon
Aug 4 Class begins, How to Love an Angry Man:
For Women and Men Who Care
Sept 17 My Distant Dad, Hardcover, soft cover,
Playbook, and Audio book, launch
Sept 27 Live event: "Fathering, Father Loss, and
Healing," Willits Public Library
Oct 6
Celebrate Jed’s 50 years working to help men and
the women who love them. - Willits Center for the
Arts
Oct 11 Book party and celebration, Paul Mahder
Gallery, Healdsburg, California

For More Information: Jed@MenAlive.com 707 354 0758

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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From far left: The
sign greeting
guests to the 2016
the annual Not
JUST Cowboy
Poetry fundraiser
at Emandal
Farm. MC Tamara
Adams. Some of
Emandal’s famous
apple pies waiting
to be served at
the 2016 event.
Below: Auctioneer
Rachel Britten
takes bids for
a miniature
Calistoga wagon
made by the late
Mac McClellan
who made toys
for kids.
Photos by
Ree Slocum

Cowboy Poetry 2018

Current Job Openings:

WW184

Assessor-Clerk-Recorder Technician I
Community Health Services Specialist II Willits
Deputy Public Defender I/II/III/IV
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II
Eligibility Specialist I/II/III
Environmental Health Specialist I/II Fort Bragg
Senior Planner
Senior Public Health Nurse
For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

Enjoy pie, poetry and an afternoon on the lawn at
annual Emandal fundraising event this Saturday

This year’s Not Just Cowboy Poetry event is shaping up to be another wonderful
experience for those who make the trek to Emandal - A Farm on a River this Saturday,
September 22. Headlining the event will be Kristyn Harris, a
Maureen Moore guitar-playing, yodeling, singing young musical powerhouse
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com from Texas, and this year will also be the return of the Apple Pie
Throwdown contest.

EOE

The rest of

Steep roof? We’re not scared!
W.C. & G.L. insured Ca. Lic # 927007

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Residential & Commercial
Serving areas of Mendocino,
Lake and Sonoma Counties

“Stonework a Specialty”

Louis Rohlicek

Online: www.basroofing.com

License #542392

Email: basroofing@live.com

Emandal

From Page 10

Monies raised from the event will go to support the Willits
Library, and there will also be a silent auction, funds from
which will go to benefit the Willits Senior Center. Tickets
are still available; for more info, call: 459-9252.

Pie Categories
Winners will be selected in all the below categories in
the 2018 Apple Pie Throwdown contest:
1. Most Delectable Filling
2. The Perfect Crust
3. Most Aesthetically Pleasing
4. Best Overall Apple Pie
5. People’s Choice Award
6. Most Creative Apple Pie
7. Greatest Gluten-Free
8. Best Next Generation (14 years and under)

Inspired by your
graceful moves.

Willits Weekly –
the locally owned
newspaper!

TS N0.100069451

CLASSIFIEDS
Amazing!!
Beef Special
John Ford Rancher’s
Choice Box: 50 pounds
of steaks, roasts and
ground beef. $300 ($6/
pound), amazing deal!
Natural
ranch-raised
grass fed beef, no
hormones or antibiotics.
Call now: 459-5193.

APN: 100-226-02-01 Property address: Vacant land at on 24185 Azalea
Street Block 28 Lot 10 Brooktrails Vacation Village Subdivision, Willits,
CA 94590
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED
May 5, 2001. UNLESS YOUR TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.
On Monday the 1st day of October , 2018, at the hour of 10:00 o’clock A.M.,
of said day, at the front entrance of the Brooktrails Sales Office 24895 Birch
Street, Willits CA 94590, County of Mendocino, State of California, Recon
Financial Inc., as Trustee, will sell at public auction, to the highest bidder for
cash, in lawful money of the United States and/or the cashier's, certified or
other checks specified in Civil Code Section 2924h (payable in full at the
time of sale to Recon Financial Inc. the following described real property,
situated County of Mendocino, State of California, and commonly known as
BROOKTRAILS VACATION VILLAGE SUBDIVISION.
That certain real property situated in the County of Mendocino , State of
California, described as follows:

to the public and inviting them to come see the school’s
pumpkin patch the weekend before Halloween. On
Saturday, October 27, students will be at the farm from 1 to
5 pm, and then starting Sunday through Halloween, they’ll
be offering pumpkins from 3 to 7 pm.
“We’ve planted 12 varieties of pumpkins,” said Bowlds.
“Everything from Cinderella to Howden and everything in
between; we’ve got some for carving, decorating and even
eating.”
In addition to the pumpkin sale, students will also be
holding two raffles next Friday, September 28, during
Homecoming. The students are hoping to raise enough
funds to purchase a forge for the school’s welding class.
Currently, they’re using a torch only.
“We’ve made two 4-foot-long horseshoe coat racks that
will be raffled off during the half-time part of the varsity
game for homecoming,” said Bowlds. “There will be two
winners who will each receive a rack, plus 10 percent of
the monies raised from each raffle.”
There’s two chances to win: $2 tickets will be entered
together, and one winning ticket will be drawn at
Homecoming; the second chance includes a $10 ticket:
The winner of the $10 ticket raffle will be determined by a
“chicken plop” system.
Chickens will be let out onto an area with flooring made
of sheets of plywood with different areas painted different
colors and numbers. Wherever the first chicken decides
to poop, the ticket that matches that space’s color and
number will be the winning ticket.
If you’re interested in purchasing a ticket for either raffle,
contact Becky Bowlds at 292-5156 or reach out to any Ag
Mechanics student for tickets.
Homecoming will be held all week next week, with the
football game against the Saint Helena High School Saints
on Friday, September 28 starting at 5:30 pm with JV and
varsity to follow at 7 pm. All athletic games are now free of
charge to anyone who wants to attend.
The rest of

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
TSG No. 87348817

And being more particularly described as follows:
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Farm

Anyone interested in attending the event which starts at 2 pm, can pre-purchase
$25 tickets at the Willits Senior Center or Willits Library or get them at the gate for the
same price on the day of the event. However, if you bring a pie for the contest, you can
get into the event for free! Emandal
is also extending free admittance to Read the rest of
Emandal Over on Page 11
firefighters and their families, too.

Stone
Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways
Flagstone Patios
Stone Fireplaces
Plants and Irrigation

LEGAL
NOTICES

Block 28 Lot 10 of Tract 86, Brooktrails Vacation Village Subdivision
as per map filed August 17, 1966, in Case 2, Drawer 7, Page 1
Mendocino County Records, as amended by Map filed August 16,
1967, in Map Case 2Drawer 7, Page2;
EXCEPTING AND RESERVING all water and water rightsin, under or
flowing over said property or appurtenant thereto;
EXCEPTING THEREFROM fifty percent (50%) of all oil, gas and other
mineral and hydrocarbon substances below a plane five hundred feet
beneath the surface thereof, but without the right of surface entry
thereto as reserved and excepted by The Bank of California, National
Association, a national banking association.
APN: 100-226-02-01
If you need directions to find property, please send your request to Recon
Financial, 111 Deerwood Road Suite 100, San Ramon, CA 94583.
Said sale will be made without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied,
regarding title, possession or encumbrances to satisfy obligation secured by
and pursuant to the power of sale conferred in a certain deed of trust
executed by: Minda M. Felix, a single woman, as Trustor, to RECON
FINANCIAL INC., A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION as Trustee, for benefit
and security of The Deerwood Corporation, a California corporation,
Dated May 5, 2001 and recorded May 11, 2001 In the office of the
County Recorder in the County of Mendocino, State of California, in
Book N/A of Official Records at page N/A. Document No. 2001-08412.
The Total amount of unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the
property to be sold, including estimated costs, expenses and advances is:
$37,383.95: NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering
bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on
the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If
you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can
receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this
property by contacting the county recorder's office or a title insurance
company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of
sale may be postponed one or more times to the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court pursuant to section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements be
made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present
at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed
and if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this property,
you may call (800)824-9809 7:00 am to 5:00 pm for information.
The name, street address and telephone number of the Trustee conducting
this sale is: RECON FINANCIAL INC., 111 Deerwood Rd., Suite 100, San
Ramon, CA 94583. (925) 838-8525. The name, address and telephone
number of the Beneficiary at whose request this sale is to be conducted,
is: The Deerwood Corporation, a California corporation 111 DEERWOOD
RD., STE. 100, SAN RAMON, CA 94583 (925) 838-8525
Dated 8/31/2018

Need help with your
computer? I will come to
your home or business.
PC, Macintosh, Android
and
IOS
devices.
Repairs, configuration
and tutoring: $50/hr. Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
macamergin@yahoo.
com.

Event Spaces
Available
Event spaces available
at the Willits Center for
the Arts! • Great Room
• Classroom • Ceramic
Studio For inquiries,
email
manager@
willitscenterforthearts.
org or call 4591726. For additional
information visit: www.
willitscenterforthearts.
org/rentals

For Rent
Rental available October
1. 3 bedroom/1 bath.
No pets/no smoking.
In town. Zoned for
business.
$1,100/mo.
Call 707-459-0373.

2018-F0552
The following person is doing
business as Good Dog Daycare &
Social Club, 56 South Main Street,
Willits, CA 95490: Christopher Todd
Zeigler, 29400 Pinecrest Road,
Willits, CA 95490.
This business is conducted by an
individual.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name listed
above on N/A.
Statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk on
September 6, 2018.
/s/ Christopher Todd Zeigler
Pub dates: 09/20, 09/27, 10/04,
10/11/2018

Willits
Weekly
can run
your legal
notices.
Email us for
more info:
Willits
Weekly@
gmail
.com

Help Wanted
AH-Home Health & Hospice is looking to fill the
following positions: RN,
PT- OT- ST & HHA F/T,
P/T & Per Diem available. Call H/R Trudy at
707-456-3230 or apply
online at adventisthealth.
org.

Housing Wanted
Single woman, w/2 tiny
dogs, seeking housing,
as landlord is selling
longtime rental. Excellent
references. Please call
459-6924; all messages
returned.

Office Space
for Rent
1 large space 3400’.
Several small offices
100’ & 270’. Call Megan
972-8776 or Margie 4596874.

Rob-n-Hoe
Backhoe Service

For sale: Singer portable
sewing machine. Older
model with arched case.
Like new inside. $150.
459-2627.

Non-contractor – 45
years experience. Fire
clearing, lot cleaning,
road
work,
septic
system repair, trenching,
footings, etc. Small jobs
OK, great rates. Call
Rob Decker at 707-3543920

Heartfelt
Counseling

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent

Divora Stern LCSW, Energy Psychology, (707)
354-9911. Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, EFT,
Alternative
Modalities
Available Somatic/TRE,
Art As Therapy. Seeking
Help As A Strength. 716
S. Main Willits. Partnership & Medicare Accepted

Space for RV’s and
Trailers
$425
per
month, includes water
& garbage. Close to
Safeway in Willits. Call
Tony (707) 354-1848.
See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

Help Wanted

Seamstress and Sewing
Teacher

For Sale

Professional Dog Groomer Wanted. 2 years’
experience; full time;
able to work alone; has
tools; friendly and calm
attitude; all sizes and
breeds. Please call 707513-9969

Publication dates: 9/6, 9/13 and 9/20/2018

Fictitious Business Name
Statement

Willits Weekly runs classified ads for $10 for 30
words for two weeks. If
you want to include your
ad here next week, just
email us your ad copy by
5 pm on the Monday prior to publication. Please
send emails to willits
weekly@gmail.com

Computer Help

The Deerwood Corporation

WW186

Have your ad
here!

Help Wanted
Desperately need help.
Handyman with extra
skills and talents, must
have a truck. Call Brenda
459-9335.

SEWING AND
ALTERATIONS
Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Seamqueen.blog
707-367-6182, Willits

Traveling Notary
Public
Traveling Notary Public:
Tabitha Sue Atkinson – “I
come to you” – Personal
Assistant; Driver, Office
Work, Blog Writer,
Organizer. Needlework
Tutor; Knitting and
Crochet. 707-972-4211

Help Wanted
Shuster’s Transportation,
Inc seeks Class A Drivers
for Full-Time Chip Truck
position. Benefit package
includes medical, dental,
and holiday pay. Min 1
year experience and current DMV report required:
707-459-4131.

$10 for 30
words for
2 weeks!

Email us your ad at
willitsweekly@gmail.com

We are on this earth for a reason. You move through life with a style your own, displaying elegance and grace.
Nothing can knock you off rhythm. You look at life as a celebration, and your example makes us all feel the same.
You, and everyone with your upbeat spirit, inspire us to do more than practice medicine. You inspire us to transform lives.

See inspiration in action at AdventistHealth.org.
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Concert
From Page 1

Jr. – has an eclectic style, bringing
elements of blues and Americana into
his sound. Yet he doesn’t shy away
from his heritage, as shown by his
single, “The Lost Grandchild’s Plea,”
an ode to his famous grandpa and
others in the family.
Runberg graduated from WHS
in 2014 and moved to Nashville
to pursue a country music career.
He is currently being produced
and published by Grammy-winning
producer Jacquire King.

Photos by
Mathew Caine

Above, left: Sequoia helps her dad, T.J. Jones, fill his bucket. Above,
right: Monty and Kayo Levenson with their very full bucket. Below:
Nomiah Britten, Carrie Andrade and Marian Lohne greet shoppers with
buckets. At bottom: Nomiah Britten, Daisy Barrett, Jon Jessup, Emerald
Waters and Lily Barrett show team spirit.
Above: Members of the WHS girls volleyball team display the buckets: Daisy Barrett, Nomiah Britten,
Lily Barrett, Coach Jon Jessup, Sequoia Jones, Emerald Waters and Amara Potter.

Bucket
Challenge

Mendo Mill supports high school sports
with unique fundraising sale
It was a win-win weekend for Willits Mendo Mill shoppers and Willits High School sports
teams.
Shoppers got a nifty Mendo Mill $5.99 5-gallon bucket for $5 and 20 percent off
everything they could fit inside (except power tools) – with “inside” including over the top
as long as an item was freestanding.
High school sports teams got a $10 donation from Mendo Mill for every bucket sold.
And everyone had fun.

Joanne Moore

Features Writer
joanne@willitsweekly.com

A rotating crew of students and their coaches from different sports
– soccer, basketball, wrestling, volleyball, cheerleading, tennis,
football, baseball – took shifts at the store, welcoming shoppers and selling buckets.
Happy student voices filled the front of the store Saturday morning. “Mendo Mill, yay!
Bucket Challenge, hoo-rah! You need a bucket!”
This is the fourth year for this successful fundraiser, the inspiration for which came from
that first bucket challenge. You know, the one where people had buckets of ice and water
dumped on their heads to raise awareness about ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s disease.
“It morphed into our own idea,” said Mendo Mill owner Mike Mayfield. “During the
recent great recession, we knew ancillary programs were going to be negatively impacted
financially, and we came up with the idea to supplement local high school sports programs.”
The event takes place at all five Mendo Mill stores – Willits, Ukiah, Clearlake, Fort Bragg
and Lakeport.
Willits outsold them all, selling 364 of “about 1,200 buckets sold” in total, said Mayfield.

BUD GARMAN
C O N S T R U C T I O N

S E R V I C E S ,

I N C

Lic# 679517

390 South Main Street Willits, CA 95490

707-459-5859
Alison Pernell
972-1364

Barbara Mercer
489-2922

Jake McFadden
354-3874

Margaret Andrews
354-3977

Christopher Martin
367-3173

Sal Madrigal
354-1950

Elida Cardona
354-1538

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery
24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS

GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

“Willits has historically
been the leader thanks to
the students at Willits High
School,” he said. “Willits has
more kids hanging out on
Bucket Challenge Day than
in any other location.”
In fact, last year, Willits
students sold so many
buckets that store floor
manager TK Warner said
she “had to go to Ukiah for
more buckets.”
“What’s cool about it is kids
taking care of themselves –
actually working for it,” said
Mayfield.
“The kids do the work,”
agreed Willits Mendo Mill
store manager Bob Doty,
who added that store
employees are also “very
enthusiastic, and put a lot
of time and effort into the
display.”

Sharon Noah
489-0441

The
kids
do
the
fundraising because the
school district does not pay
for their uniforms or extra
goodies.

DRE# 00528452

www.RealtyWorldSelzer.com

For
example,
last
year some of the Bucket
Challenge money bought an
AcuSpike machine for the
volleyball teams.

FEATURED PROPERTY
Presented by: Alison Pernell

“It helps you with your
spike attack,” said Elsa
Jessup, wife of volleyball
coach Jon Jessup.
Most of the money though,
gets spent on uniforms.
The funds go to the Willits
High School Booster Club,
and “we buy uniforms on
rotation for different sports
teams,” said club president
Bonnie Riley. “But the
students have to fundraise
themselves.”

Your comfy home in the redwoods with Eel River frontage! This newer 4 bedroom,
2 bath manufactured home has plenty of living space with living room, family room,
and a gorgeous rec room featuring exposed beam ceiling. Lounge on front and back
decks, enjoy the hot tub and above ground pool or a swim in the Eel River, all just
steps from home. Lots of room for projects on 1.73 acres with workshop, carport
and outbuildings. Only 12 miles from the coast!

Remember that the next
time you see a high school
student selling a cupcake or
cookie ... or bucket.

Offered at $445,000
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City
Manager
Stephanie
Garrabrant-Sierra said there was a lot
of enthusiasm for pursuing an outdoor
concert series when she brought up
the idea to others in the community.
As far as she knows it’s the first of its
kind in Willits.
“One of the reasons I came to
Willits is because I heard it was a
great music town,” said GarrabrantSierra, a big music fan who described
herself as “an aspiring fiddle player.”
“We just have a lot of people here
who are interested in music – music
inspires them.”
While the shows are organized and
planned by city staff, they are funded
by donations from local sponsors,
including local LuLaRoe consultant
Michelle McCoy. Garrabrant-Sierra,
who is also a sponsor, said McCoy
was the first to donate, and around a
dozen others soon followed.
“I’m so happy they were
[enthusiastic],” she said. “They just
jumped right in and said, ‘Oh yeah, I
would love to do that. It’s time Willits
did something like that.’”
Garrabrant-Sierra also talked
about how many city staffers became
excited about bringing music to Willits
and were eager to help out, including
City Planner Dusty Duley and City
Clerk Cathy Moorhead.
“This idea sort of happened at a
staff meeting where I said, ‘Hey, we
need to do a concert series – we’re
just going to do it.’”
She said Duley told her: “‘You know
what, Willits is ready to party. We’ve
had some hard years and things are
looking up – and now’s the time.’”
Part of staff preparations this week
included power-washing the stage
and dancing area at Rec Grove and
adding some fresh paint.
Garrabrant-Sierra said if these
first shows go well, they are already
planning a “Springing Out of Winter”
series in the spring of next year.
“For our next concert series,
hopefully we’ll attract a whole different
variety of music,” she said. “We’re
going to have some Latin music, we’ll
have some bluegrass, we’ll have a
mixture of things…. Sky’s the limit. It
could lead to a whole lot of fun.”
She encouraged everyone to come
out and show support for the shows
so Willits can continue to have them
in the future.
“The more people show up, the
more likely it is we’re going to have
sponsors for next time. We want to
keep this momentum going, so just
invite everyone to come on out.”
The event will also will include food
offerings from Taqueria Ramirez, a
fresh churro cart, and hot dogs and
hamburgers prepared by the Lions
Club. Attendees also are invited to
bring their own food and beverages.
Ron Runberg, Palmer’s father, who
helped coordinate getting both artists
to perform for this first show, will MC
the event.
The other three shows in the
concert series will feature local
blues rock band Double Standyrd on
September 27, Sonoma County blues
guitarist Levy Lloyd and friends on
October 4, and local funk favorites
Funkacillin on October 11.
In addition to McCoy and
Garrabrant-Sierra herself, Falling
out of Summer sponsors include
Adventist Health Howard Memorial,
Willits Super 8, Willits Frontier Days,
Mendocino Transit Authority, Willits
Weekly, Savings Bank of Mendocino
County, Willits Police Officers
Association, Bill Barksdale, Main
Street Music, Shanachie Pub and
Yokum’s Body Shop.

The rest of

Chamber

From Page 1

had seen a 20 percent increase in social media
followers on its platforms during the last year,
and had 134,502 online views for members’
website business profiles during the year – an
average of 747 for each business member.
Roshan Patel, manager of the Old West
Inn and a member of the chamber’s board of
directors, explained how the program “Chamber
Master,” a service offered free to members,
helped link customers to businesses online.
In addition, Findley said some 3,402 travelers
had come through the chamber’s visitor center
in town throughout the year, and an average of
130 monthly calls had been received requesting
information about the area.
City Manager Stephanie Garrabrant-Sierra
thanked Findley for the work she and the
chamber did for Willits.
“The chamber acts as our economic
development partner because the city does not
have an economic development department,”
she said. “And I really appreciate the work
Allison has done. It’s been very pleasurable
working with her bringing programs to us and
bouncing economic development ideas [off]
her.”
Findley also talked about several upcoming
events the chamber is helping coordinate,
including the Harvest Festival version of the
Hometown Celebration, which will be held in
downtown Willits on Thursday, October 19.
That will lead into the Wild Willits Festival
weekend on October 20, being organized by
the Visit Willits Tourism Board, which will feature
multiple long-distance foot races, a local food
competition, music, art and many other activities
(www.wildwillitsfest.com) (www.raceroster.com/
events/2018/19208/wild-willits-fest).
Findley also told the council Willits will be an
official stop for The Great Race in July 2019.
The event will bring drivers of over 100 classic
cars into town for the day. The vintage car
race (open only to cars made prior to 1973)
travels from Riverside, California to Tacoma,
Washington.
The council also heard from Mary Anne
Petrillo, CEO of West Company. The Mendocino
County-based nonprofit economic development
organization works to help develop local
businesses, including offering free business
consultations for interested persons.
Petrillo spoke about a visit from nationally
renowned consultant Marc Wilson that West
Company and the chamber coordinated for
Willits businesses on May 3. Wilson gave a
seminar to 25 Willits business owners that day,
with an extended one-on-one session at five of
the businesses. He also explored in and around
town to assess the overall business friendliness
of the area.
Some of the advice that Wilson recommended
for Willits that Petrillo highlighted for the council
included heightening the online presence and
visibility for all local retail stores, improving
signage for the city, striving to have more
“destination” locations for visitors, and
improving downtown walking areas so they are
more defined and alluring.

New WPD K9
The council also authorized the purchase of
a new K9 police dog and its associated training
costs for the Willits Police Department.
According to an agenda report by Willits
Police Chief Scott Warnock, the dog will be
“dual purpose,” meaning that in addition to
being used for “backup, personal protection and
tracking,” the K9 also will be trained to detect
narcotics.
As stated in the report, under United States
law if a K9 dog indicates to its handler it has
detected narcotics, no warrant is required to
initiate a search.
Warnock also noted the K9 will be useful
for tracking purposes, in attempting to find
suspects and missing persons.
The report also reads: “The dog we will
choose will have the demeanor to be an
ambassador for the police department and city
and will often be used in the schools.”
To properly handle the dog a WPD corporal
and the dog will train at a five-week academy
through Novato-based CJ’s Police K-9s, and
then undergo local training twice a month.
The $14,200 funding for the K9 dog will not
come out of the city’s general fund, but rather
from the DA 11470.2 Health & Safety Code
Restitution fund. That funding resulted from a
program set up by Mendocino County District
Attorney David Eyster in 2011 which allowed
certain alleged felony offenders of state and
county marijuana laws to reduce their charges
to misdemeanors after paying “restitution” for
their law enforcement costs. All marijuana
restitution funds go to the law enforcement
agencies involved in the enforcement action
that resulted in the restitution.

The rest of

Paving

From Page 1

“Rehabilitation and relinquishment of old
Highway 101 … will bring the road into a
state of good repair and then turn it over
to the City of Willits and the County of
Mendocino,” Reed noted.
Roadway paving will take place in 12hour shifts, typically between 9 am to
midnight weekdays, she said. “Due to the
temperature requirements for the new
asphalt this work will be done during the
day.”
Asphalt needs temperatures of 50
degrees or more to set up correctly, Reed
said, “so the 12-hour shifts may have to
adjust accordingly.”
Daytime work will start as late as possible
to help avoid early morning school and work
traffic.
Two weeks of striping will follow
completion of paving work.
The project originally was planned for
next summer, but the final phases were
moved ahead due to quicker-than-expected
completion of the downtown sidewalk
project.
While the entire project is anticipated to be
completed by November 1, Reed cautioned
that “all timelines are dependent on weather
delays and other unknown issues that can
The rest of

Measure J

town and are available for Measure J
supporters at the Commercial Street
firehouse, with more on order.
Little Lake Fire this past week celebrated
the homecoming of four Willits firefighters
who returned from strike team duty fighting
the Delta Fire in Shasta County. According
to Little Lake Fire Chief Chris Wilkes, the
strike team was on a “Type 1 engine,” which
is somewhat unusual.
A Type 1 engine is used for structures or
urban firefighting. It’s a much bigger engine
(requiring more staffing) than the wildland
(Type 3) engines most frequently used
locally. Due to the unique skill set of their
leadership, Willits firefighters are trained
to be effective in both rural and urban
incidents.
Wilkes went on to review some of the fires
the Little Lake Fire Protection District has
contributed both equipment and personnel
to during 2018: the Pawnee Fire, Camp
Fire, Mendocino Complex Fire, Cook Fire,
Carr Fire and Delta Fire, to name many
of them. This does not include extensive
station coverage requests.
“We have to say ‘no’ to some strike
team requests,” Chief Wilkes said. “Even
though we benefit financially and from the
training when we go, we would never risk
Willits … we’d never risk our home through
understaffing.”
Continuing on the topic of staffing, Wilkes
announced the Little Lake Fire Protection
District is officially accepting Ridgewood
Ranch fire personnel as full volunteers.
This means much more than goodwill and
collaboration: It means more combined
training geared toward teaching a higher
level of acumen (including rope and swiftwater rescue) will become the norm.
Improved leadership includes a newly
appointed battalion chief at Ridgewood;
and an even greater number of volunteer
firefighters will be eligible to join strike team
and station coverage in 2019.
As far as fire safety is concerned, it
was mentioned that Willits residents are
becoming less wary, probably because of
the cooler weather.
Wilkes reported that illegal burn piles
in Willits have been a significant problem
lately. Everyone believes they’re being
safe and responsible when it comes to
burning unwanted debris in their yard, but
Wilkes stresses that cooler weather without
consistent precipitation does not reduce the
risk of fire. No burning is permitted so long
as the burn ban is in place.
September is the biggest month for fire,
Chief Wilkes noted. When asked how long
September has been a major fire month, a
few board members replied: “For as long as
we can remember.” Be safe and follow the
burn mandates as listed even if it’s cold and

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

During both night and daytime work
construction, motorists can expect one-way
traffic control with a pilot car, she added.
And while some side streets may be closed,
detours will be available. In any case,
motorists should plan for up to 15-minute
delays, Reed said.
Granite Construction began work on the
city’s downtown sidewalk Improvements
project in late April. That project included
repairing sidewalks to Americans with
Disabilities Act standards, upgrading
signals, repairing bridge repairs, applying a
slurry seal, and striping.
A “planter strip” between the sidewalk and
the road, with soil – now wood chips – for
planting landscaping and buried conduits
for irrigation and electricity was also part of
the plan.
At the time, Caltrans and Granite
Construction representatives hoped the
sidewalk improvements would be finished
before Thanksgiving weekend.
Reed acknowledged sidewalks higher
than the roadway grading were constructed
in some areas but added she had received
no reports of pedestrians tripping due to the
new sidewalks.
“We patched in some areas so
[everything] will be at grade,” she said.

From Page 1
dewy outside.
The fire protection district is still waiting
to hear about the FEMA grant it applied
for months ago. If chosen, Wilkes said, the
local department will use the grant funds to
purchase battery-run, hydraulic tools to aid
in hard-to-access vehicle rescues. He noted
these tools are especially critical during
winter and spring months.
When asked about the need and
frequency of use regarding these tools, it
was explained that “over-the-bank” vehicle
rescues are very common. “After the rain
starts, we’re over the bank sometimes
three times a week [for vehicle retrieval or
extractions],” Wilkes said.
The district hopes for news concerning its
FEMA grant application sometime this fall.
In community news, Little Like Fire has
been busy.
Chief Wilkes noted his attendance at
opening day of Willits Youth Soccer. “I was
shocked to see that over 300 children are
involved!” he said.
The ceremonies included banners
and signs and more in recognition of and
thanks to first responders for their work and
the danger they face while protecting the
community.
In addition to the support shown by the
youth soccer cohort, Willits High School
held an outdoor Patriot’s Day remembrance
ceremony on September 11. Wilkes spoke
to the students about the impact of the
September 11, 2001 attacks that most
students were not then alive to experience.
A total of 412 first responders died in the
9/11 attacks.
On a lighter note, board members
voiced approval of the artistically adorned
fire hydrant near the firehouse. The board
noted one important caveat for those
seeking permission to use hydrants as their
canvases: the caps (both sides and top)
must be painted to code. The cap color
designates the gallons per minute a hydrant
can be expected to produce. Without this
color code, a fire engineer cannot determine
the GPMs, and this can get in the way of
what hydrants are designed to do – control
structure fires. Would-be hydrant artists can
find out about the mandatory color code by
contacting the fire department.
Measure J, the firehouse initiative, has
been to the ballot box before, but failed to
pass by the two-thirds majority required by
a special tax measure. When asked about
the consequences if Measure J fails to
pass again, Chief Wilkes had this to say:
“We cannot return to this building again if
it doesn’t pass. We’ll have to bring all the
gear to a site south of the middle of town
[the Baechtel Road substation] and put
the taxpayers’ equipment under a tarp or
awning because
there isn’t room.
“I hope people
understand this
[building] is really
for them.”
For more details
on
Measure
J, or to help
with promotion,
contact
Little
Lake Fire at
459-6271 or 74
East Commercial
Street, Willits CA
95490.

The WPD will still have over $80,000
available in the restitution fund available to
spend on other police resources for Willits after
purchasing the police dog.
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Far left, top: Lettuce
varieties that are meant
for winter will take some
frost in their stride. Bronze
Arrow survives winter
snow in Willits and looks
great in containers. Far left,
bottom: Cold temperatures
intensify the colors of leafy
greens like this Rainbow
Chard, while making
flavors sweeter. At left:
Fava beans are an edible
winter crop that adds
nitrogen to the soil. The
unusual black-and-white
flowers are an early nectar
source for beneficials. You
can combine them with
another cover crop like
clover or winter wheat, or
just plant them alone for
a spring crop of beans.
Eat them like edamame.
Below: Radicchio is not
only beautiful, but hardier
than lettuce. A perfect salad
for the winter holidays with
pears and walnuts. (I like
mine with blue cheese, too.)
At bottom: Arugula, like
most greens, is more mildly
flavored in winter.
Photos by Jamie Chevalier

COLUMN | Garden Tip of the Month

September: Quick garden tasks
Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church
803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Pastor, Bill Nobles
Information: 456-9668
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom

i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services
More information?
Call 707-456-9934

Grace Community
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits
Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies
Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor
459-3106

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:
Saturday confessions - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass 9:00 a.m. English
10:30 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066
Church Services/Communion
& Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Healing Prayer 3rd Sunday
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Many of us just have small chunks of time
these September days. But the weather is
great for working outdoors. So let’s think
about Ninja gardening – focused projects
that knock out a priority job in less than an
hour (some in mere
Jamie Chevalier minutes). Here are
Columnist
my top five:
A
Container
Salad/Herb Garden: Winter is dark.
Winter is muddy and might require a coat
and boots for a foray into the garden. So
even if you have beds full of winter veg,
it’s nice to have a container by the kitchen
door for grabbing things for dinner (that you
forgot to harvest until dinner was already
underway).
I like to have salad stuff up out of the
mud and near the lights of the house –
lettuce, endive, mizuna, green onions. I like
to have herbs like thyme and rosemary in
pots, close enough that I can run out and
grab them while dinner is on the stove. Pull
out those dying petunias, work in compost
and kelp meal, and plant winter lettuce. It
will only take minutes. You’ll be happy in
December.
Compost Pile: It is so satisfying to cut
down dead stuff and make a big pile. It’s so
clever to make your own free fertilizer for
next spring. And it is so utterly disastrous
when mites and diseases spend the winter
on your dead plants instead of getting
cooked to death in the compost pile. Trust
me: mite, thrip, and aphid eggs build up if
you don’t compost the plants they live on.
Throw used mulch on the pile too. Where
to put it? On the bed where you’ll grow
tomatoes or zucchini next summer.
Put your Containers to Bed: Containers
are filled with soil you have to buy, so it’s

Photo by
Karen
Morton

worth a couple of minutes to keep the soil
in place and weed-free. Large containers
can get next year’s fertilizer from a cover
crop. Just sow clover or cover crop mix
now, under the plants that are still there.
(You can do this in the garden at large as
well – rough up the soil, and broadcast
cover crop seed wherever you can reach,
under tomatoes, etc. Rake in or mulch
lightly. You’re done in minutes.)
Smaller Pots are Easy: If they won’t
have anything in them over the winter, pull
out the summer flowers. If there are weeds,
leave them. If not, cover the surface with
dead leaves, weeds, etc. Water one last
time. Now, use the drip tray under the pot
as a lid. Just turn it upside down over the
pot. Next spring, worms will have turned
the dead plant matter into rich soil. And
your potting mix will not be washed away
or compacted, either.

He
emphasized
investigators were “not finding
anyone at fault” at present,
adding investigation into the
accident is continuing.
That investigation is likely
to prove complicated, Cook
added, because there were
three parties involved in
the accident, including the
flagger.
He added the dump truck

Police will be reviewing
video
footage
from
two businesses at the
intersection, and several
independent witnesses,
including people waiting
to pull out of a nearby gas
station.
In addition to Ukiah police
detectives, the Mendocino
County Sheriff’s Office and
District Attorney’s Office
investigators are assisting in
the investigation.
A GoFundMe account has
been set up in Lara’s name
by Madeleine Pamintuan
Shepherd at https://www.
gofundme.com/in-memoryof-xamuel-lara to help cover
funeral and other expenses.
Lara’s friends had hoped
to raise $5,000, but by
Wednesday evening 138
people had contributed more
than $7,366 to the fund.
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“I discovered we did not have any policies or procedures in
place,” Grewal said, “so I directed my staff to create them. This
is not so easy to do, because the process of issuing a permit
is very involved. It is a lengthy process and involves other
county departments: Planning and Building, the Department
of Environmental Health, code enforcement, the County
Counsel. It also involves state agencies, the water board and
Fish and Wildlife.

Bulbs: Garlic is one of those things that
is so good fresh, and so terrible to run out
of. Softneck types keep longer and can be
braided, but stiffneck types give you those
delicious green garlic stalks to eat. You
might want both. And while you’re at it, put
some daffodil bulbs under your fruit trees
to help repel gophers (and make spring
cheerful). Poke holes 4 inches apart with
a stick, rebar, trowel … whatever. Throw a
garlic clove in each. Use a rake to cover all
the holes in a swipe or two. Ninja gardener!

“You have to ask: what are the policies of these other
departments? What do they need and when do they need it?
And you [must] ask and find the answers to key questions
pertaining to our department. What is the submittal policy and
procedure? What is the approval policy? What is the issuance
policy? If you are going to deny someone a permit, why do
you do this?
“And you have to write these policies and procedures so
you are being fair and uniform to everyone.”
At the September 11 board of supervisors meeting, Grewal
said he expects to have the policies and procedures ready “in
a month or so.”

Jamie Chevalier lives and gardens near
Willits. She has gardened professionally in
Alaska and California and taught gardening
in schools, as well as living in a remote
cabin and commercial fishing. She wrote
the Bountiful Gardens catalog from 2009
to 2017, and is now the proprietor of Quail
Seeds, www.quailseeds.com.

Grewal said he is aware that county administration wants
the cannabis program to be successful. “I talk with CEO
Angelo every two weeks, and every time I talk to her, she asks
me how it is going and what do I need,” he said. “I talk with
supervisors, too. I know they are watching the department.”
Grewal believes having policies and procedures in place
will speed up the process of issuing and approving permits.
“Once we get back on track we will see how fast we can go,”
he said. “We will make this program successful, and it will be
a shining example in the county.”
Data from Grewal’s last report to supervisors indicates that,
as of August 27, the Department of Agriculture had received
1,002 applications for cultivation permits, has issued 188 and
has approved 41: a total issued and approved of 229, or 23
percent of all applications received. Another 513 applications
are under review while 192 are waiting for processing to begin.
According to information provided by the Department
of Agriculture, when Grewal says the permit process is
lengthy, he is telling the truth. For the 10 permits issued most
recently by the department, the average time between the
date the application was submitted and the date the permit
was approved was 295 days – almost 10 months. Individual
processing periods ranged between 133 and 451 days. One
permit, which took 451 days, was submitted to the county on
May 5, 2017, and finally approved and issued on July 30,
2018.

Willits United Methodist

A Christ centered, progressive church
ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)
Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 10:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 a.m.
459-2855
Facebook: www.facebook.com

The Department of Agriculture began accepting cultivation
permit applications on May 4, 2017.
Grewal said the applications the department has received
recently are all for Phase One permits. Phase One permits
are permits issued during Phase One of the roll-out of the
county’s cannabis program. They are issued only to people
who can demonstrate they were growing cannabis in
Mendocino County prior to 2016.

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

®

Supervisors have twice extended the deadline for applying
for Phase One permits. Originally, the deadline was December
31, 2017. That deadline was extended to June 30, 2018, and
later to December 31, 2018.
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Crook said roadway paving
was occurring at the time,
and a flagger standing on
Talmage Road had cleared
the dump truck to go south
onto Hastings Road from
Talmage Road when Lara
was struck.

driver has said he did not see
Lara before striking him.

“Every time there is a change in management, the new
manager has to implement his vision,” he explained. “When I
took over, my No. 1 priority was outreach to cultivators and to
the public. That outreach was very successful. My other No. 1
priority was to streamline the process.

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714
Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Serivice - 10:45 a.m.
1st Sabbath of every month
family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits
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According
to
UPD
Detective Sgt. Cedric Cook,
both the Wipf Construction
dump truck and the bicyclist
were eastbound on Talmage
Road, approaching Hastings
Road, at the time of the
accident.

July 10. Between that date and August 27, the Department of
Agriculture issued or approved only 10 permits – an average
of 1.4 permits issued or approved per week.
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Museum hires program administrator
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Grewal said he has requested (and Angelo has authorized)
hiring three more employees for the cannabis unit. He had
requested two more inspectors and a secretarial person for
the office. To date, one inspector and one office staffer have
been hired. Hiring of a second new inspector is in the works.
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When that second inspector is hired, the cannabis unit will
total 10 employees: six inspectors, three office personnel, and
a program administrator.
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Cultural Service Agency Director Karen Horner
announced September 10 the county has hired Megan
Dukett as program administrator
Mike A’Dair
for the Mendocino County
Reporter
Museum in Willits.
mike@willitsweekly.com
Dukett is the sister of the county
Executive Office’s Senior Administrative Analyst Sarah
Dukett.
She comes with work experience in both museums
and in parks.
Dukett has worked in Theodore Roosevelt National
Park in Medora, North Dakota, and at the Cabrillo
National Monument in California as an interpretive park
ranger, explaining the history of the parks to visitors. She
did the same type of work at Yosemite National Park.
She also worked at Mission San Juan Capistrano
in Southern California, where she was the director of
education and interpretive exhibits.

Speaking both at the meeting of the Museum Advisory
Board and in a phone conversation with Willits Weekly,
Horner said she was pleased Dukett was selected as the
county museum’s program administrator.
“What was severely lacking at the museum was a
staff skilled in museum work,” Horner told Willits Weekly.
“This is what Megan brings to the table. She has all this
park experience, and she also has museum experience,
working in the parks as an interpretive ranger, a historian
of the places where she’s worked, and as director of
education and interpretive exhibits at Mission San
Juan Capistrano. This is exactly what the museum was
needing.”
Horner said Dukett will work initially in the museum and
later will begin working with the county’s seven parks.
Dukett begins work September 24.

Free museum admission with library card

According to Horner, Dukett will work closely
with Horner and museum Curator Karen Mattson in
establishing policies and procedures for the museum.
She also will play a large role in creating a new identity
for the museum in the community and the county.

As part of September’s Library Card Sign-up Month
and to celebrate creation of the Cultural Services
Agency, the Mendocino County Library and Mendocino
County Museum are granting free museum admission to
anyone showing a county library card.

Dukett will select and plan exhibits and develop
educational programming for county schools.

The agency anticipates the ongoing program “will bring
in more local visitors to our valuable historical resource.”

Potter Valley Project goes to auction
The Potter Valley Project has been placed on the
auction block, but don’t imagine that means interested
parties will be bidding for the project on the courthouse
steps.
Mike A’Dair
According to Potter Valley
Reporter
rancher
and Inland Water and
mike@willitsweekly.com
Power Commission Chairwoman
Janet Pauli, the auction process for a public utility is a
slow, deliberate process that may take a year or more.
Currently, the only entity known to Pauli that has
expressed an interest in buying the 110-year-old power
plant is the Mendocino County Inland Water and Power
Commission. The IWPC is a joint-power authority
consisting of the Mendocino County Water Agency,
the City of Ukiah, the Potter Valley Irrigation District,
the Redwood Valley County Water District, and the
Russian River Flood Control and Water Conservation
Improvement District.
Asked why PG&E decided not to enter into direct
negotiations with prospective buyers, Pauli said the
decision was made when PG&E attorneys and IWPC
attorneys met for early talks soon after May 10, when
PG&E announced the 9.2-megawatt hydroelectric power
system would be put up for sale.
“After some initial talks, IWPC concluded the auction
process would be the best forum for us to go with,” Pauli
said.
Asked if the IWPC would be partnering with another
agency or local government to purchase the plant, she
said, “We are open to partnering with other entities, and
active conversations are happening. But so far, nothing
else.”
Pauli said the auction process would occur in two
phases. The first phase consists of entities such as
the IWPC signing non-disclosure agreements and
statements of interest with PG&E. Those entities are
then given digital access to a virtual data room, where
they can discover details about the project, including the
cost of running the system and its profitability. Taking that
information into account, whoever is still interested in
bidding for the project will submit an “indicative proposal”
to PG&E.
Pauli said she expects the IWPC will be submitting its
indicative proposal sometime in December. PG&E has
not yet announced a date by which proposals must be
received, she added.
Following that, PG&E will select one or more viable
proposals. After that selection is made, negotiations
will enter into a second phase, during which a second

non-disclosure agreement will be signed and more
information about the project shared.
At the end of the second phase, PG&E will presumably
select the winning bid. The agreement will go to the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, and then to
the California Public Utilities Commission, both of which
must approve the agreement for it to become binding.
The Potter Valley Project consists of two dams along
the upper Main Stem Eel River, a powerhouse in Potter
Valley and about 5,600 acres of land, including Lake
Pillsbury in Lake County.
It diverts about one-fifth of the average annual flow of
the upper Main Stem Eel River at Van Arsdale Reservoir
through a tunnel and penstock to a Potter Valley
powerhouse, where it is used to generate electricity.
In a press release on the Potter Valley Project, PG&E
says the amount of water diverted represents only 2
percent of the total flow of the Eel River at its mouth.
Before it is diverted, some of the water is collected
during the wet season and stored in Lake Pillsbury
for later release and provides lake-based recreation
opportunities.
After the diverted water leaves the powerhouse, it
enters a canal and the East Branch of the Russian
River and provides water to farms and communities in
southern Mendocino and northern Sonoma counties, as
well as improved fish habitat in the Russian River.
Under conditions of the project’s operating license,
water flows in the upper Main Stem Eel River below the
Van Arsdale Reservoir must closely mimic the river’s
natural flow.
The utility is seeking a new owner for the project
because “it no longer serves as an economical source of
electricity generation for its customers,” according to the
PG&E press release.
The Potter Valley Project “is far from PG&E’s other
hydroelectric facilities and regional headquarters,
making it especially costly for [the company] to operate.”
An increasingly competitive energy market, lower
generation needs forecasted on the utility company’s
system, and the increasing cost of operating the facility
“were all factors in PG&E’s decision.”
Depending on how many proposals are received and
need to be evaluated, the company expects to select
proposals and begin formal negotiations with a buyer by
mid-2019. “If all goes well, the sale and transfer of the
project could be completed within 1.5 to two years,” the
PG&E statement says.

Laytonville man held in burglary attempt
A sheriff’s deputy and his K9 partner arrested a
Laytonville man just after 12:30 am on September 12
after allegedly observing him trying
to break into a car in the parking lot
of Boomer’s Bar in the 45000 North
Highway 101.

reportedly fled on foot towards Branscomb Road. When
the deputy tried to apprehend him, Padget allegedly
took a swing at the lawman to evade
capture, Cromer said.

Deputies were patrolling the
downtown
Laytonville
area
following “recent burglary and theft
incidents,” according to sheriff’s St.
Quincy Cromer.
While driving past two vehicles
parked alongside the south fence
of Boomer’s parking lot, he said,
the deputy “noticed a subject, later
identified as Ryan Padget, on a
bicycle looking into a vehicle.”

The deputy then deployed his K9
partner.
According to Cromer, Padget
“physically resisted the deputy and
his K9 partner … for a period of time
before surrendering.” He was finally
handcuffed and taken into custody.
During a search, the deputy located
multiple tools in Padget’s possession
and backpack “commonly used
as burglary tools,” Cromer noted.
Padget also was determined to be
on summary probation in Mendocino
County for theft-related charges.

Padget was allegedly “holding
a flashlight in one hand and a tool
After being treated at a local
in his other hand,” and “was using
hospital for his injuries, Padget was
the tool to attempt to force open the
transported to county jail, where he
door on the parked vehicle,” Cromer
was booked on suspicion of attempted
said.
Ryan Padget of Laytonville.
second-degree burglary of a vehicle,
resisting an officer, possession of
When the deputy attempted to
detain Padget, the 38-year-old man fled on his bicycle. burglary tools and violating probation.
Padget reportedly “had a knife visible on his person,”
Bail was set at $10,000.
and the deputy ordered him to stop “multiple times or his
This report was based on a press release from the
K9 partner would be deployed.”
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office.
After crashing his bicycle near an area fence, Padget
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Big Boy Simba
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Heart throb alert! Simba just arrived: We are getting him
settled in, scheduled for neuter, and ready for adoption. Isn’t
he gorgeous? Simba is 1 year
old, a mastiff/Great Dane cross
and 130 pounds of slobbery
goodness. We are beginning
the search for his perfect
match; experience is a must!
The Humane Society for
Inland Mendocino County is
located at 9700 Uva Drive,
Redwood Valley. Open hours:
1 to 5 pm, Wednesday through Friday; and 11 am to 3 pm,
Saturday and Sunday. Please give us a call at 707-4850123 if you have questions. You can view all our adoptable
dogs and cats on Petfinder or through our website:
mendohumanesociety.com. To volunteer or help take the
dogs for a walk, please join HSIMC on Sundays at 11 am
for an orientation.

Susan Silveria
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Wally
Denton

Susan Diane “Smith” Silveria passed away September
13, 2018 at the age of 64. She was surrounded by loved
Samuel Walter Denton
ones and known to them by many loving titles: Grandma,
(known to friends as Wally
Meemaw, Aunt Sue, Aunt Mom and Cousin Aunt.
or Walt), 73, of Willits passed
Susan was born July 21, 1954 to James and Nadine away peacefully on August 8,
Smith in Ukiah, California. She loved being with her 2018 in Willits from respiratory
family and friends, failure. He was born on August
especially her beloved 24, 1944 to Samuel and Mary
grandchildren. She loved Denton in Port Arthur, Texas.
her scooter rides around
He graduated from Texas
town, and loved being
Tech
University in Lubbock,
a “snow bird” in Florida
with
a
degree in chemical engineering. He was a part of the
and Oklahoma. Her
Peace
Corps in the late ’60s.
contagious smile and
positive attitude will be
Wally was a tax consultant for 23 years, doing business as
missed by all who knew Denton Tax Services with an office in Marin County in San
and loved her.
Rafael. He also lived in Fairfax in Marin County for many
Susan was preceded years before moving to Willits.
Strong Jack
in death by her parents,
He enjoyed reading; studying Buddhism, philosophy,
Jack is a 2-year-old neutered
James and Nadine psychology and self-help; practicing Amanae bodywork; yoga;
male mixed-breed dog who
Smith, and her brother, meditation; watching professional sports; and playing sports,
currently weighs 70 pounds.
Ronald Smith. She is survived by her daughters: Amber including golf.
We took Jack out for his photo
(Dale) Thomson of Sebastopol; Jamie (Chris) Abel and
He always had a soft spot in his heart for animals – and
shoot and a romp. At first, he
Veronica (Shane) Davis, both of Willits; niece, Maria cats, in particular. He was a regular donor and volunteer
was loaded with energy, but
Smith of Willits; grandchildren Kyra Thomson, Tyler for the Humane Society for Inland Mendocino County, in
after a little bit he settled down.
Thomson, Vann Davis, Xander Davis, Daithon Davis, Redwood Valley.
Jack is very handsome and
Jasmine Preissler, Dredin Preissler, Jonathan Abel, and
in great shape – he is solid
Wally is preceded in death by his parents, Samuel and Mary
Samantha Taylor; siblings Marilyn Patchen of Skiatook,
and muscular – he’s like the
Denton. He is survived by his sister, Sandra Denton Carter,
Oklahoma;
Lillian
Vasquez
of
Willits;
Jim
(Mike)
Smith
Arnold Schwarzenegger of the shelter! Jack didn’t respond
and countless friends and clients. He will be remembered as
to commands, and it would be great for him to take a dog of Miami; A.J. (Lisa) Smith of Emmett, Idaho; and Karen a compassionate man with a gentle soul.
training class or two; he’s enthusiastic and enjoys playing, (Andy) Davis of Willits; and many aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends.
Per his wishes, he has been cremated. There will be a
so we think he would be a quick study.
memorial
on Sunday, October 14, 2018 in Willits. In lieu of
A Celebration of Life will be held on September 30,
The Ukiah Shelter is located at 298 Plant Road in
flowers,
donations
may be made to the Humane Society for
Ukiah. Adoption hours are Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and 2018 at 12 pm at the Willits Recreation Grove Park.
Inland
Mendocino
County
via mendohumanesociety.com or
Saturday from 10 am to 4:30 pm, and Wednesday from 10 BBQ meat will be provided, so please bring a dish to
by
phone
at
707-485-0123.
Please reference “Samuel Walter
am to 6:30 pm. To view photos and bios of some of the share.
Denton”
when
you
make
your
donation. For more information
other wonderful adoptable animals here, please visit at:
Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker- about the memorial or to share your thoughts about Wally,
www.mendoanimalshelter.com. More info about adoptions:
Lucier Mortuary.
please reach out to evalipson7@gmail.com.
707-467-6453.
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Birth announcement

Makayla McGee
A daughter, Makayla Jade McGee, was born Tuesday,
May 29, 2018 to Cory and Angie McGee of Willits. Makayla
weighed 6 pounds, 7.5 ounces at birth. She was also
welcomed by her older brothers, Matthew and Micah.

Larry Winsby

Larry James Winsby, 61, passed away August 20 in
Sacramento. There were no services at his request.
Larry was born on April 5, 1957 in Willits to Gene and Mary
Winsby. He was a 1975 graduate of Willits High School, where
he participated in the Key Club and FFA. He played Pop
Warner football and then went on to play four years of football
at WHS, where he earned his Block W during his senior year.
He also participated in wrestling while at WHS.
He is survived by his sister Linda (Tom) Wake of Ukiah and
his brother Ron of Sacramento. He is also survived by his
nieces Angela and Amy, both of Santee, California. Larry is
also survived by aunts, uncles and cousins.
He was predeceased by his parents, Gene Winsby and Mary
Rhodes and his stepfather Ray Rhodes, and his grandparents
Norman and Billie Hunter and Red and Jewell Rhodes.
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You gave no one a last farewell,
Nor ever said good-bye.
You were gone before we knew it,
and only God knows why.
If love alone could have saved you,
You never would have died.
In life we loved you dearly.
In death we love you still.
In our hearts you hold a place no one else can fill.
It broke our hearts to lose you,
but you didn’t go alone, for part of
us went with you, the day God took you home.
We will meet again someday
I know in a better place.
I thank God He made you my brother
while you were here on earth.
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THANK YOU to the following Sponsors:
Lularoe – Michelle McCoy
Adventist Health Howard Memorial Hospital
Willits Super 8, Willits Frontier Days
Mendocino Transit Authorities, Stephanie Garrabrant-Sierra
Willits Weekly, Savings Bank of Mendocino County
Willits Police Officers, Association, Bill Barksdale
Main Street Music, Shanachie Pub, Yokums Body Shop
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