
Three candidates 
will seek two open city 

council seats

Two incumbents and one challenger will vie for two open 
seats on the Willits City Council on November 4.

Councilman Larry Stranske, Councilman Ron Orenstein 
and Robin Leler are seeking seats on the five-member 

council. The deadline to file was 
last Friday.

Orenstein was a councilman 
from 2002 to 2006, lost an election, 
then gained reelection for his 

current term.
“I feel I can contribute something to the community,” 

Orenstein said. “There is a lot of work to be done.” 
Orenstein has ideas for securing Willits water supply.

Stranske is in his second term on the council. Stranske 
said he is interested in finishing work on the city’s water 
plant, in backup wells, and the turnover of Main Street from 
Caltrans to the city.

“Those are the things I am interested in and want to see 
come to completion,” Stranske said. 

Challenger Leler is running as an educator and a writer. 
Leler has not held a seat on 
the council before.

Water is a topic that all three 
of the candidates are talking 

School board 
moves to address staffing, 
soccer program concerns

The Willits Unified School District Board of Trustees has 
moved diligently to address the concerns of disgruntled 
employees and concerned parents. That was the upshot 
of an August 6 school board meeting in the Willits High 

School Media Center. 
Early in the meeting, Brookside 

Elementary School teacher Janie 
Smith asked board members if 
they were comfortable with their 
response to statements made at a 

June 11 board meeting, where six former members of the 
Willits High School leadership team explained why they had 
resigned en masse on May 19, and where outgoing Willits 
High history teacher Jeff Bergmann said both student and 
faculty morale at the school was low. 

School board President Saprina Rodriguez said she 
was comfortable with both her own actions and the board’s 
response.

“We did hear you. And I think we shared our concerns 
with the superintendent, and the superintendent, I 
think appropriately, addressed our concerns with the 
administration,” Rodriguez 
said.

Her statements were 
echoed by trustee Cynthia 
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Back to School!
Wednesday, August 20 is the first day back to school  

for Willits Unified School District kids!
See all our back-to-school information in our first Education Edition, starting on page 4, and make sure to get our 

second Education Edition, on August 28, with information about Willits charter schools and other alternative schools

Little Miss Atley, already 
ready to start first 
grade, poses here with 
Brookside Principal Olga 
O’Neill and the school’s 
signature green book 
bag.

Photo by Maureen Moore

Lodge 
Fire 

growth slows 
– for now

The Lodge Fire burning in 
northern Mendocino County 
has slowed its growth – 
for now – expanding by 
“only” 300 acres between 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
evenings this week. 

In the southeast portion of 
the fire, firefighters still face 
challenges, but crews are 
taking advantage of cooler 
weather. Some 11,300 
acres have burned thus far. 
As of Wednesday evening, 
the fire has reached 50 
percent containment.

Rich Thompson, a 
National Weather Service 
meteorologist assigned to 
the Lodge Fire, described 
fire conditions as “relatively 
peaceful” Tuesday 
afternoon.

CalFire expects the 
spread of the fire to be 
minimal, but the potential 
exists for conditions to 
become more extreme 
again. 

“We are going to get 
back more to summer-type 
conditions,” Thompson 
said. Thompson and others 
helping to manage the 
fire spoke at a community 
briefing Tuesday afternoon 
at Harwood Hall in 
Laytonville. 

Zack Cinek
Reporter
zack@willitsweekly.com

Pot grows 
are down 
in national 

forest

Marijuana grows have 
plummeted to almost zilch 
in Mendocino National 
Forest, but backyard 
grows are up sharply just 
about everywhere else. 
That’s the word from 
Sheriff Tom Allman, who 
appeared before the board 
of supervisors at a special 
off-site meeting held at the 
new library in Covelo on 
Monday. 

Allman said his marijuana 
deputy had spent four 
hours last week flying the 
Mendocino County portion 
of the Mendocino National 
Forest and could spot no 
active marijuana gardens. 
“This is not to say there 
are no marijuana grows in 
the national forest, but he 
saw no marijuana grows 
in the national forest in a 
four-hour flight last week,” 
Allman said. 

Allman was joined by 
National Forest Supervisor 
Sherry Tune, who confirmed 
Allman’s statement. 

Tune said three years 
of drought combined 
with Allman’s August 
2011 massive marijuana 
eradication action, 
Full Court Press, have 
persuaded commercial 
marijuana growers to 
move elsewhere. She told 
supervisors Mendocino 

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

As of CalFire’s 
Wednesday, 
August 13 
update at 7:45 
pm, the Lodge 
Fire has reached 
50 percent 
containment. 
The fire has 
burned 11,300 
acres, at a 
cost of $27 
million, with 
2,249 personnel 
currently 
working the 
fire. This image 
shows CalFire’s 
latest Lodge 
Fire fire map, 
in orange, 
under last 
Wednesday’s 
map, in red, 
when the fire 
had burned only 
4,000 acres.

Fighting the Blaze

Zack Cinek
Reporter
zack@willitsweekly.com

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Fill from 
Apache Mill 
site OKd for 

hauling

The county has reissued 
a grading permit to 
Mendocino Forest Products 
for its Apache Mill site, 
and Caltrans expects 
contractors may start 
hauling fill as early as next 
week.

“We just found out 
this afternoon,” Caltrans 
spokesman Phil Frisbie 
said Tuesday. Some 
site preparation and 
coordination between 
MFP and haulers needs 
to be done before fill can 
start being delivered to the 
northern interchange area 
of the bypass, but “it could 
be as soon as Monday next 
week, depending on how 
quickly they can get things 
coordinated and equipment 
mobilized.”

Trucks hauling fill from 
south to north have been 
seen in town for a few days 
now. “We had a little bit of 
additional fill that needed 
to be moved on the south 
end,” Frisbie said, “with 

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
jennifer@willitsweekly.com

Supes will 
leave fate of

anti-fracking 
measure to 

voters

Supervisors voted 3-2 
Tuesday to leave the 
question of banning fracking 
in Mendocino County up to 
voters in November, instead 
of passing their own anti-
fracking ordinance.

The anti-fracking 
measure on the November 
4 ballot was written by the 
Community Rights Network 
of Mendocino County and 
endorsed by more than 
6,000 people. 

Both the measure 
approved for the ballot at 
the August 5 supervisors 
meeting, and the county 
ordinance supervisors 
considered Tuesday would 
ban hydraulic fracturing, 
or fracking. However, the 
supervisors’ ordinance 
limits itself to that action 
only, while the anti-fracking 
measure that was put 
forward by the Community 
Rights Network also asserts 
Mendocino County has 
certain rights that take 

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com
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Grant – and writer! – needed
To the Editor:
The time has come for the bleachers at Willits Frontier Days to 
be replaced, and we are in need of finding the right grant, and 
writer, to help us achieve this huge project.
The bleachers were last replaced in 1971, and even though they 
have been recently inspected and deemed safe, we hope that 
a new set will allow for more seating and better arrangement 
of box seating, be wheelchair-accessible, and maybe even be 
covered (?!), allowing greater use of the grounds.
Increasing the seating and improving the condition of the stands 
will allow the possibility of many exciting opportunities to open 
up. What if the grounds could be a concert venue? What if the 
grounds could be used even more year-round for other activities 
and events? What if we could get seating right up to the arena 
for a better view? There are many possibilities.
Many other aspects of the grounds have been already upgraded, 
including the bucking chutes, stripping chutes, announcer’s 
booth, food booths, and front office porch. Replacing the 
bleachers is the next logical step to keep the grounds usable 
and comfortable for all the attendees and participants.
The low end of the price range for replacing the stands is around 
$450,000. Willits Frontier Days has been diligently saving and 
has about 15 percent of that in the bank, but is looking to either 
find a matching grant, a full funding grant, or anywhere in 
between to get us the rest of the way.
If there is anyone out there who is willing to donate their time to 
help research and write an appropriate grant for us, we would 
really love to work with you, have you point us in the right 
direction, or refer us to another helpful source.
Please contact me at willitsfrontierdays@gmail.com or call 272-
5395. Thank you.

Marcy Barry, Willits Frontier Days president

The Sherwood Road Project
After reading about the Sherwood Road Project, a vision 
of morning chaos worse than what happens now becomes 
apparent.   Anyone who has traveled south on Sherwood Road 
during the school year knows that a back-up of 50 or more cars, 
around 8:00 am waiting to either turn left or right on Hwy 101,  is 
the usual.   Compound this situation with Cal Trans construction 
and WE WILL have even more problems.
One option would be that the schools stagger the time school 
starts.  Willits Unified Schools could begin at 8:00 and the 
Charter Schools at 8:30 or 9:00, or the opposite.  It might ease 
the flow coming into town.
I am not certain of the feasibility of such a suggestion but 
perhaps it could be discussed to try and lessen a definite “road 
block”.

Lena Hofmaister, Willits

WFD Sweethearts, Book 2
To the Editor:
A group of ladies has decided to tackle the next historical 
volume of “Willits Frontier Days.” We are in the initial process of 
compiling the information for Book 2 of the Willis Frontier Days 
(Sweethearts). 
We would like some assistance from your readers in gathering 
this information, starting with 1976 to present. We are looking 
for old programs, articles or recollections from previous 
Sweethearts or runners-up.
A copy of the previous issue, 1926-1976, can be seen on the 
Willits Frontier Days web site at the bottom of the Home page. 
If you have any information to share, you can email 
willitsfrontierdays@gmail.com or write to Soroptimist 
International of Willits, P. O. Box 311, Willits, CA 95490, with 
your information. We appreciate any assistance you can 
provide.
The ladies who will be working with me on this project are Marcy 
Berry, Kathy Goss, Maureen Moore and Annette Pinon. 
Willits Weekly readers, on behalf of these ladies, I would like to 
thank you for any information you can provide to this project.

Loraine Patton, Soroptimist International of Willits

Willingness to take a stand
To the Editor:
I support Holly Madrigal for 3rd District supervisor because she 
has 10 years of experience in local government. 
She isn’t afraid to express her vision and opinions on issues, 
even those that are controversial, such as fracking, a method of 
extracting natural gas that contaminates ground water. 
She is staunchly against this practice and has pledged to work 
to keep Mendocino County free of such devastation. 
This is one of the many examples of her dedication to healthy 
communities and her willingness to take a stand to protect us 
all.

Robin Goldner, Willits 

Support for Holly
Letter to the Editor:
Since working on Holly Madrigal’s supervisor campaign, I’ve 
come to understand the breadth of her knowledge about county 
issues.  She has a unique ability to bring key people together for 
discussion on policy in a way that works for everyone.  A vote 
for Holly is a vote for ALL of us.

April Tweddell

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to 
willitsweekly@gmail.com. Letters focusing on Willits and 3rd 
District issues, activities, events and people have priority. Willits 
Weekly prints letters from residents of Willits and the 3rd District 
only. To encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter 
publication from any one writer to once a month. 

TTyped letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, 
Willits, CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and 
commentaries must be submitted with a name, address and 
phone number, although only the author’s name and city of 
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous 
source will be published, although a request to withhold the 
writer’s name will be considered.

The Rules: LETTERS
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SUBSCRIBE TO WILLITS WEEKLY! 

What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from readers

Katherine Houghtby, advertising / advertising@willitsweekly.com

Topics to Talk 
About!

Here are just a few brainstormed topics 
aimed to help inspire you to send in a 
letter to the editor: 
Main Street, post-bypass: what do you 
envision?
Extended pool hours: would you swim 
on summer evenings? 
What would be a great new business 
to have in Willits?
How could we increase tourism in 
town?
In addition to fairs and festivals 
already planned, what new events 
would you like to attend?
How could merchants get more 
customers to shop locally?
What are the five things you like most 
about Willits, and what five need 
improvement?
What could we provide or create as a 
positive, motivating opportunity to the 
youth in the community?
See our “The Rules: LETTERS” box 
below for info on how to send in your 
letter to the editor.

FIND A WILLITS 
WEEKLY DISTRIBUTION 

BOX AT:
Old Mission Pizza, Brewed 

Awakening, Ace Copy & Shipping, 
Willits Post Office, Village Market, 
Ardella’s Downtown Diner, Willits 
Library, Scoops, J.D. Redhouse, 

Mariposa Market and  
The Country Skillet

LOVE THIS PAPER?
WANT TO HELP SUPPORT WILLITS WEEKLY?

Become a one-time or ongoing community supporter!
Eternal gratitude and more fabulous editions offered in return!

No PayPal account needed!
Just donate like a regular

online transaction!
www.WillitsWeekly.com

PayPal
Our P.O. BOX 1698
is always happy for
envelopes! Mail us
any amount direct!

Check
See us out and about?
At the Farmers Market?
We are happy to take
any cash donations!

Cash

THE KEY TO ALL YOUR
REAL ESTATE NEEDS

IN MENDOCINO AND LAKE COUNTIES

707.472.2585
OBITUARY | Jeffrey Kelly Harris

Jeffrey Kelly Harris
Jeffrey Kelly Harris, born January 31, 1951 

in Torrance, California, passed away on July 
25, 2014, at St. Helena Hospital in Napa Valley 
surrounded by family. He is preceded by his 
mother, Jeannette Harris, and his father, Jack 
Harris. He is survived by his loving wife of 42 
years, Julie Swanson Harris, his beloved sons 
Kelly Harris and Jesse Harris, his sister Judy 
Stutz, and his brother Randy Harris.  

Jeff grew up in Canyon Country, California, and 
moved to Willits in 1975 to teach English at Willits 
High School. His careers also included logging, 
clowning and juggling, solar systems installation, 
Poets in the Schools, and teaching at New 
Horizons, La Vida Charter School, and Mendocino 
College. Jeff also taught Environmental Studies 
for the Coyote Valley Reservation EPA program 
and operated an independent study school 
“Education Unlimited.” He was an award-winning 
handball teacher and coach. 

Jeff loved being outdoors: gardening and 
working on the homestead, kayaking, canoeing, 
horseback riding, bike riding, hiking, camping 
and walking his dog, Lucy. He had a passion for 
handball. He wrote poetry, songs and played the 
banjo. Most of all, he loved his family and included 

them in everything he pursued.
Friends, neighbors, students and those who 

knew Jeff and were touched by his life and 
friendship are welcome to come and celebrate a 
life well lived.

A Memorial/Celebration will be held Sunday, 
August 17 at the Recreation Grove in Willits, 
starting at 5 pm.  Entrée and drinks will be 
provided; please bring pot luck salad, side dish, 
dessert or appetizer to share. Bring a chair or 
blanket to sit on and wear your dancing shoes.

Hello, I am Grace. I am an adorable, 
playful female kitten. I am just 4 months 
old. I am part of the special Kitten 
Extravaganza that is happening now at 
the Ukiah Animal Shelter. I can go home 
for the low adoption fee of $50. Find me 
a kitten friend, at the same time, and she 
can go home for just $25 more! What a 
deal!

The Ukiah Animal Shelter is located 
at 298 Plant Road in Ukiah, and our 
adoption hours are Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday from 10 am to 4:30 
pm, and Wednesday from 10 am to 6:30 
pm. We have many other wonderful 
dogs and cats, awaiting their forever 
homes here as well. To view photos and 
bios of more of our wonderful adoptable 
animals, please visit our website: www.
mendoshelterpets or visit our shelter. For 
more information about adoption please 
call 463-4654.

Furry Friends Hoping for a Home

Playful Grace

Photo by Sage 
Mountainfire

Congratulations to 
Robin Hough and John 
Pilatti! They were married 
Saturday, August 2, with 
a beautiful ceremony in 
the garden, surrounded 
by family and friends.

Photo by Dillon Donovan

NEWLYWEDS

John 
& 

Robin

Found here on West Mendo / Exley Lane last week. No tags. Maybe a year or so old 
with some St. Bernard. Sweet as can be. Would like to find the owners, or a good home! 
707-489-7165

Lost/Found puppies want to go home

A Grand
Engagement

Jeremy Workman proposes to Genevieve Bonnet at  
Kinetic Carnivale’s Grand Ball, with flash mob and more

It was quite a “grand” event indeed for Willits’ Genevieve 
Bonnet, who was proposed to in a creative display of 
affection by boyfriend Jeremy Workman last Saturday at 
the Willits Kinetic Carnivale’s Grand Ball.

“He had been complaining about not feeling well all day, 
but really wanted to “see the aerialists” so we got dressed 
up and decided to go,” explained Bonnet. “We went into the 
Engine House, and he said he had to go to the bathroom. 
I was waiting there, standing with friends, when Lindsay 

Arnold grabbed me and started pushing through the 
crowd and all of a sudden, I was watching this flash 
mob come together. I am obsessed with flash mobs 
and was bummed Jeremy was missing it. The mob 
started out to the song “Latch” by Disclosure and 
Sam Smith. Then, it turned into “I Don’t Dance” by 
Lee Brice, which Jeremy always says reminds him 
of us. I thought it was a weird song to do Zumba 
too, and that Bryan and Billy were dancing, but 
then Jeremy came out with a microphone and 

the dancers all dropped to one knee. Then, I realized 
what was happening. I didn’t cry, though! … Almost, but 
not quite.

“I later found out that he had event coordinator Lara 
Eventide make a time slot during the Grand Ball and that 
Erin Fitzpatrick had choreographed this whole dance and 
emailed it out to a bunch of volunteers. They had been 
holding secret rehearsals for a few weeks. My best friend 
came up, my parents were there. It was really amazing.” 

The pair started officially dating in February of 2012 and 
will “probably be tying the knot June of 2016.” Congrats 
you two!

See more about the Kinetic Carnivale on page 12.
Left: The newly engaged Jeremy Workman and Genevieve Bonnet.

Photo by John Carey

Inset: Genevieve’s engagement ring, a cushion-cut aquamarine 
surrounded by round black diamonds.

Get your 
Willits Weekly

 T-shirt     
Show the love 
for your local 
newspaper!

Sizes: M - XXL
$20  each
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In 1999 Jeremiah Dawson left Little 
Lake Valley and headed to the University 
of California at Santa Barbara to pursue a 
degree in biological sciences. During this 
time he found his life partner, soul mate 
and now wife: Kristin. After doing some 
soul searching on the sunny beaches of 
Southern California – at his wife’s urging 
and his own innate desire – Jeremiah 
decided to enroll in medical school and 
attended the Keck School of Medicine at 
the University of Southern California in Los 
Angeles.

Upon completing medical school, 
Jeremiah Dawson, MD, headed for the 
Midwest to attend the University of Iowa 
orthopaedics program. “The University of 
Iowa has a world-renowned orthopaedics 
program,” said Dr. Dawson. “In fact it just 
celebrated its 100th anniversary last year. 
I really enjoyed my time in Iowa, where 
my two beautiful children, Violet and 
Clark, were born. I will always cherish the 
memories and friendships I made there, 
although I will not miss the subzero winter 
temperatures.” 

Reflecting back on what had prepared 
him for the challenges of life, Dr. Dawson 
said: “Many things helped make me who I 
am today. I grew up on a hobby ranch and 
was the youngest of five older siblings. My 
chores included taking care of our horses, 
15 to 20 head of cattle, as many as 60 
sheep, and plenty of poultry. I was active 
in 4-H since I was 5 years old, and really 
owe it to them for my lack of fear of public 
speaking and large animals! I wrestled 
since the sixth grade, played football, 
swimming, cross country, and have always 
tried to stay active. I really am grateful to 
the Willits community for who I am today. 
Returning home is my way of giving back.”

 “You know I really wasn’t too surprised 
when Jeremiah decided to go into 
medicine,” said Jeremiah’s mother, Carol. 
“He has always enjoyed the sciences 
and spent a lot of time doctoring animals 
growing up. When he decided to specialize 
in orthopedics and spent time with Dr. 

Bowen, his father and I hoped he would 
come home to practice. All I can say is 
we’re delighted that Jeremiah decided to 
come home.”

His father Tedd Dawson, MD, general 
surgeon, who has been practicing in the 
Willits community for 36 years, said: “I’m 
very proud of my son’s accomplishments 
and am pleased that he is returning here 
to Willits and to Frank R. Howard Memorial 
Hospital to practice orthopedics with Dr. 
Bowen and Dr. Linthicum. I know my son 
will build a great reputation and I look 
forward to working with him in the operating 
room.”

President and CEO of HMH, Rick 
Bockmann, also voiced his enthusiasm 
for Dawson’s return to Willits. “This is truly 
exciting news for our community. When I 
heard that Dr. Jeremiah Dawson may be 
returning home to practice orthopedics 
– excited was an understatement, I was 
thrilled. With our new state-of-the-art Frank 
R. Howard Memorial Hospital opening later 
this year, it will be a great opportunity for 
Dr. Jeremiah Dawson to begin his legacy 
of caring for our community. as his father, 
Dr. Tedd Dawson, has done for the past 36 
years, and as Dr. Bowen, whose practice 
he is joining, has done.” 

As a general orthopedic surgeon, 
Dr. Dawson specializes in total joint 
replacement of the hip, knee and shoulder, 
shoulder and knee arthroscopy (minimally 
invasive technique to treat joint damage 
and repair rotator cuff and meniscal tears) 
and orthopedic trauma, as well as basic 
hand procedures, including carpal tunnel 
and cubital tunnel. His office is located at 
84 Madrone Street in Willits. To schedule 
an appointment, please call 459-6855. 

– submitted by Nick Bejarano for 
Frank R. Memorial  

Hospital / Adventist Health 

“Educating the mind while nurturing the heart”
~ Kindergarten through Fifth Grade ~

Sherwood School, located in the beautiful Sherwood Valley, is a 
community of experienced educators and families dedicated to 

creative learning and promoting personal best.

In addition to our strong academic program we strive to offer:
• Environmental awareness
• A quality garden/nutrition program
• Theater arts
• Fun & educaitonal field trips

• Small class sizes
• Family oriented safe enviroment
• Multicultural celebration

Sherwood will be offering an Afterschool Program starting this year!
         Transportation will be offered to the students who participate in the Program.
Some of the exciting opportunities the Afterschool Program will offer are...
Academic Support      Science      Music      Art      Yearbook      Cooking      Gardening

32600 Sherwood Road, Willits, CA 95490 • 707-984-6769

Learning Roots 
Preschool

“Where kids play, learn, and grow!”

Open House • Registration
Parent Orientation Night
Tuesday, August 26TH

Now enrolling children ages 6 months to
5 years for the fall semester for our

new nature based early learning program.

493 South Main Street
Willits, CA 95490
(707) 459-2511

Find us on Facebook

Located On
Ridgewood
Ranch

Orientation
Aug. 26, 27, 28

459-6344

K-12 Home Study with 
Culturally Rich Classes

Specialties for
2014-15 year include:

Circus Arts
Art History & Appreciaton

Calligraphy
Outdoor Adventure
Computer Science

CTE Classes & More!

www.lavidaschool.org

M
Photography by Maureen Moore

photographress
noun:  a person who creates fabulous photo moments

IT’S TIME FOR SENIOR PORTRAITS

SCHEDULE YOUR STUDENT’S SESSION
WHILE APPOINTMENTS LAST!

707-972-7047  |  maureengetsmail@gmail.com

VIDEO GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Starting Aug. 22:
Lucy and Boyhood

INTO THE STORM

Movie Times for 8/15 thru 8/21                                  This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED - All tickets: $5

(PG13) 1 hr 29 mins

Fri: 4:30, 6:30 & 8:30pm
Sat/Sun: 12:30, 2:30, 4:30,

6:30 & 8:30pm
Mon-Thurs: 5:30 & 7:30pm

TEENAGE MUTANT
NINJA TURTLES

(PG13) 1 hr 41 mins

Fri: 3:30, 5:45 & 8:15pm
Sat/Sun: 1:15, 3:30, 5:45

& 8:15pm
Mon-Thurs: 4:45 & 7:15pm

GUARDIANS OF
THE GALAXY

(PG13) 2 hrs 1 min

Fri: 3:00, 5:30 & 8:00pm
Sat/Sun: 12:30, 3:00, 5:30

& 8:00pm
Mon-Thurs: 4:30 & 7:00pm

A letter from ....

The Superintendent of  
Willits Unified Schools

Pat Johnson

A letter from ....

The Principal of 
Baechtel Grove
Maria de los Angeles Munguia

A letter from ....

The Principal of 
Blosser Lane

Robert Chavez

A letter from ....

The Principal of 
Willits High School

Jeffrey Ritchley

W illits Unified School District 
has been busy preparing for 

the opening of the 2014-2015 school 
year. Staff working in custodial, 
grounds, transportation, and facilities 
have gone site to site cleaning, 
repairing, and modifying facilities to 
ensure healthy and safe campuses 
for students and staff. In addition to 
facility readiness, our teaching and 
administrative staffs have participated 
in several training opportunities to 
improve what programs currently 
exist, as well as the implementation of 
new programs.

The WUSD Board of Trustee’s 
adoption of the Local Control Funding 
Formula (LCFF) and Local Control 
Accountability Plan (LCAP) supports 
the restoration of positions and 
development of programs that have 
been eliminated due to prior years’ 
budget reductions. Positions being 
restored to the district include: a full-
time counselor at the high school, an 
assistant principal at the high school, 
a dean at the middle school, and a 
variety of classified support positions, 

including campus security, 
instructional assistants, and 
transportation support.

Community input and board 
support for the full implementation 
of the Elementary Counseling 
Grant will add additional 
counselors, a social worker, and a 
therapist to provide interventions 
for students and their families 
at Brookside, Blosser and 
Sherwood Elementary. Program 
goals are to address mental 
health, student suspensions 
and disciplinary actions, truancy, and 
substance abuse concerns impacting 
our most fragile student population. 
Additional staff has been hired to 
reduce class size in all elementary 
classrooms. This additional staff will 
be located at Brookside and Blosser.

Current curriculum and instructional 
programs will be maintained at all 
sites to move students forward in 
the implementation of Common 
Core, Smarter Balance 
Assessment, and 

College and Career Readiness. In 
an effort to increase the number of 
students going to college, we are 
implementing the Advancement 
Via Individual Determination (AVID) 
program in the eighth and ninth 
grades. AVID supports students in 
their development of study skills, goal 
setting and academic achievement. 
The commitment of these students, 
their families and staff to the success 
of the program will be ongoing, until it 

E ach year, it amazes me how fast 
summer vacation comes and goes. 

Getting the school ready for the next 
academic year is no easy task. A special 
thanks is given to the building and grounds 
crew in making this summer transition a 
success. They have worked non-stop to 
get the school ready for this next academic 
year. All classrooms were stripped and re-
waxed, cleaned from top to bottom, gum 
removed, classrooms organized, windows 
replaced, exterior walls cleaned, grass 
cleaned up, flowers pruned, and much, 
much, more. The school looks great and 
awaits the new and returning students. 

As we start the 2014-2015 school year, I 
would like to keep you up to date on what 
is going on at both high schools in Willits 
Unified School District. This year, I am 
also the Principal of Willits’ Continuation 
High School, Sanhedrin High School. 
As Principal, I look forward to the new 
challenge of managing both sites.

This year Willits High School has a new 
assistant principal. His name is James 
Madden, and he is moving from Oakland 
to join the team. WHS also hired a new 
academic counselor. Her name is Angelica 

Montelongo, and she is joining us from 
Ventura County. Ms. Montelongo will be a 
great addition to Willits High School, as she 
is a native Spanish speaker.

We also filled vacancies in English, 
math and social studies, and hired two 
new science teachers! This year, we 
will have a new elective class named 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination), taught by our health 
teacher Jennifer Barrett. AVID’s mission is 

A letter from ....

The Principal of 
Brookside 

Olga O’Neill

O nce again, Brookside Elementary 
School’s staff is eagerly looking 

forward to welcoming our primary students 
on the first day of school, Wednesday, 
August 20, 2014. It was wonderful having 
third-graders here, but this year we will 
resume being a TK-2nd grade campus. The 
State Pre-School blended program and 
Head Start are also located at Brookside.

Our teachers, who are highly trained and 
dedicated, understand the importance of 
building a strong educational foundation, 
and this is at the forefront of our curriculum 
and programs. Everything young children 
experience during their school day is a part 
of this foundation, and our goal is to help all 
students develop academically and socially. 
We also strive to foster an environment that 
helps the children have fun, make friends, 
and build a positive school attitude! 

Over the past few years, we have added 
full-day kindergarten classes, and this 
year all of our kindergarten classes will 
be full day. Students must be 5 years old 
by September 1, 2014 to begin regular 
kindergarten. Also offered is a transitional 
Two-Year Kindergarten program for 
students born between September 2 and 

December 2, 2009. This two-year program 
may also be beneficial for students who are 
not quite ready for the regular kindergarten 
program. Kindergarten students and new 
students who have not yet registered can 
do so after the office re-opens on August 6. 
Please register as soon as possible.

The teachers at Brookside School are 
incredibly committed to the students and 
to their own professional development. 
They will continue using the Professional 

A ll of us at Baechtel Grove Middle 
School look forward to seeing each of 

our students back on Wednesday, August 
20. Our students and staff are excited about 
our learning, teaching, the connection we 
have made with many local businesses, 
and organizations in Willits, and the new 
programs we are beginning this year. The 
staff at Baechtel Grove Middle School 
wants to welcome our sixth-grade families, 
and welcome back our seventh- and 
eighth-grade families. What you will find is 
a Baechtel Grove that is moving teaching 
toward Common Core State Standards, 
and emphasizing powerful thinking, skills 
for the college and career world, and 
awareness of social issues. 

Teachers have begun to implement the 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS). In 
our Language Arts classes we have used 
the California State University Units with 
good success. Our students are learning 
to read closely, analyze their readings, 
access resources, and formulate a 
position. In sixth-grade Language Arts and 
Social Studies, teachers are implementing 
Project Based Learning lessons. This 
style of teaching is student-centered, 

project-based, and connected to real-world 
experiences.

In Mathematics students are learning 
to justify their answers, and connect the 
Mathematics in their lives. What you 
will notice is that students will not have 
traditional textbooks, or do rote learning as 
they have done in the past. We are excited 
to announce that with the use of the College 
Preparatory Mathematics (CPM) program, 
students will engage the ideas with others 

I t is with great excitement and gratitude 
that I, Robert Chavez, have accepted 

the position of principal at Blosser Lane 
Elementary School and Sherwood 
Elementary School. My family and I are 
in awe of the natural geographical beauty 
and the hospitality we have received 
from the people of Northern California. In 
my 21 years in education, I have had the 
opportunity to work with children at all 
levels as a teacher, vice principal, principal 
and as a district office administrator in the 
Central San Joaquin Valley. I look forward 
to serving the families and the community 
of Willits.

The Blosser Lane Elementary family 
welcomes back our third-grade students. 
School begins each day at 8:15 am and 
dismisses at 2:55 pm every day, except 
Tuesday. Tuesday is a short day, and 
students are dismissed at 1:35 pm.

Bus transportation is provided for 
students before and after school. Students 
who walk to Blosser Lane Elementary 
School are not allowed to cross Highway 
20 at Blosser Lane. Due to the nature of the 
traffic on Blosser Lane and Highway 20, 
bicycles, roller blades, roller shoes, skates 

and scooters are not allowed at school. 
Breakfast is served each day at school, 
as well as a healthy brunch and lunch. 
Supervision for students begins each day 
at 7:45 am.

Due to the extensive traffic before and 
after school, areas of both the parking lot 
and the street are clearly marked. If you 
drop off your child before school, please 
honor the “NO PARKING BUS ZONE” 
signs, and drop off your child at the curb 

Over on Page 11The rest of
WHS

Over on Page 6The rest of
Blosser Over on Page 11The rest of

Brookside

Over on Page 11The rest of
BGMS Over on Page 6The rest of

WUSD

Head shots of school officials, except Blosser Lane principal, by Maureen Moore / Mphotographress

Dr. Jeremiah and 
Kristin Dawson

Willits son 
returns as 

 orthopedic 
surgeon

Art  Circle Time  American Sign Language

Outside Play  Snacks  Group Activities

Inquiry Based Learning  Spanish  Infant Care

239 South Main Street - Willits
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Puzzle Page & More Activities & fun for kids of all ages

Crossword PuzzleIn The Stars

Sudoku
CLUES ACROSS 
1. Derived from senses
10. Extemporaneous
12. Japanese religion
13. Body louse (slang)
15. Most adroit
16. Formatted electronic data
18. An alternative
19. 3rd largest whale
20. 6th tone
21. Gentlemen
24. Car mechanics group
27. Breakfast pastry
30. Where one sits
31. Oh, God!
33. Scientific workplace
34. No seats available
35. MN 55120
37. Assistance
39. Environmental Protection 
      Agency
41. Reconstruct
42. Russian ruler
44. Female Muslim quarters
47. Radioactivity unit
48. Window glass

49. Atomic #18
50. Consume
52. The golden state
53. Mosquito disease
56. Authoritatively ordered
61. Yielding
62. On all sides
63. Br. romantic poet
65. Cruel vocal quality
 

 CLUES DOWN
1. Irritated state
2. Sea eagle
3. Fish capturing devices
4. An informal photograph
5. Old English
6. Competes
7. Pressed a shirt
8. Averse to others
9. Mother of Apollo
10. Radio frequency
11. Have already done
12. Baseball championship 
      playoffs World __
14. Snakelike fishes
15. Br. slang for sleep

17. Telegraphic signal
22. More scarce
23. Step excavation of ore
24. Envision
25. A gelling agent in foods
26. Impatient expectancy
28. Civil Rights group
29. 3rd largest Balearic island
32. Mama’s partner
36. Head gesture
38. Moved to music
40. N. & S. of the new world
43. Discern the written word
44. Thigh of a hog
45. Mures river city
46. Crew member
51. Liang weight units
54. __ Angeles
55. Adrenocorticotropin
56. Mend a sock
57. Shallowest Great lake
58. Gadidae fish
59. Area floor coverings
60. Point midway between NE 
      and E
64. “You know” in Canada

How To Sudoku:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as 
a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a Sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once 
in each row, column and box. 
You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by 
using the numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The more 
numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

ARIES 
Mar 21/Apr 20

Aries, you may have to make 
a few minor changes to your 
original plan, but other than 
those minor adjustments there is 
nothing standing in your way this 
week.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21

Home improvement projects 
continue to pile up, Taurus. Use 
this week as an opportunity to get 
everything in motion and on the 
path to completion.

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21

A few more tweaks and your 
master plan will be complete, 
Gemini. Now you just need a few 
able-bodied volunteers to work 
with you through some of the hard 
labor.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22

Cancer, a late-summer trip 
makes the perfect finale to a few 
good weeks of recreation. A little 
adventure is in your future, so 
make the most of this opportunity.

LEO 
Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, once you have your mind 
made up, it is extremely difficult 
to sway your opinion. Others will 
try this week to get you onto their 
side. But you’re just not feeling it.

VIRGO 
Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, whether you have been 
lucky or unlucky in love as of late, 
this is the week for some romantic 
surprises. Your entire perspective 
could be turned on its head.

LIBRA 
Sept 23/Oct 23

A small disappointment has you 
out of whack, Libra. Don’t let it 
get to you for too long. Family 
members will help pull you out of 
a brief funk and get you on your 
feet.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, you may be ready to 
make some really big changes. 
Forge ahead with the plans you 
have created, and you will be glad 
for having done so.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21

Financial issues come to the 
forefront of a relationship, 
Sagittarius. Keep arguments 
from escalating by being open 
and honest about all purchases. 
Things can be worked out 
together. 

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20

Few things can wipe away the 
smile on your face this week, 
Capricorn. You are in an eternally 
good mood, and your positivity is 
intoxicating to others around you.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, you will have 
an enormous sense of 
accomplishment when you finish 
a task you thought above your 
skill level. Always believe in 
yourself.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20

There is little room for things other 
than work this week, Pisces. Now 
is not the time to take on new 
chores. Save them for later. 

Marc Komer
Legal Document Assistant

www.mendolegaldocs.com
459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits
I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,

Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

The Harrah Center
1501 Baechtel Road, Willits • 459-6826

Lunch Prices:
Age 60 or older (or disabled) - $5.50

Non-seniors - $7
Kids under 7 years - $4

Soup, crackers,
and beverage only - $3.50

Salad Bar, beverage only - $4.50
 Soup, Salad Bar starts at 11:45 am

Lunch from noon to 1 pm
Lunch cards are available: 10 lunches
$5 for seniors • $6.50 for non-seniors

Coffee, tea, milk or iced tea
included with meal. 

AUGUST
2014

Thursday
Aug. 14

Oriental Chicken Salad 
on Lettuce

Garlic Bread
Soup • Ice Cream

Friday
Aug. 15

Ham in Cherry Sauce
Yams • Brussels 

Sprouts • Pea Salad
Whole Wheat Roll

Salad Bar • Cobbler
Monday
Aug. 18
Spaghetti

with Meat Sauce
Green Beans • Green Salad
French Bread • Soup

Watermelon

Tuesday
Aug. 19

Minestrone Soup
Pasta Salad 
Garlic Bread

Salad Bar • Pudding

Wednesday
Aug. 20

Chef Salad with Ham, 
Turkey, Egg & Cheese

Roll • Cantaloupe
Soup

Thursday
Aug. 21

Tamale Pie • Squash
Green Salad

Whole Wheat Roll
Salad Bar • Sherbet

Friday
Aug. 22

Meat Loaf with Gravy
Mashed Potatoes

Mixed Veggies
Black Bean & Corn Salad

Whole Wheat Roll
Salad Bar • Lemon Bar

Monday
August 25

Hamburger on Bun 
with all the trimmings

Potato Wedges
Baked Beans

Salad Bar • Sherbet

Tuesday
August 26

Chicken Salad on 
Lettuce

Cantaloupe Wedges
Whole Wheat Roll
Chocolate Pudding

Soup

Wednesday
August 27
Hot Dog on Bun 

Baked Beans
Potato Salad

Watermelon Wedge
Salad Bar • Ice Cream

Thursday
August 28

BBQ Pulled Pork 
on Bun

Apple Slaw
Cookie
Soup

Friday
August 29

Turkey with Gravy
Mashed Potatoes

Cranberry Sauce • Veggie
Whole Wheat Roll
BIRTHDAY CAKE

Join us for Howard Memorial Hospital’s Annual

Free Sports Physicals 

As part of our mission to enhance the health of our 

community, Frank R. Howard Memorial Hospital is offering 

FREE sports physical exams to children in elementary 

and high school participating in a sports program. 

Wellness While You Wait 
We’re also offering free health 
screenings and other wellness 
services for adults:

 Blood Pressure Check

 Blood Sugar Check

 Body Mass Index

 Strength & Balance Test

 Healthy Eating Demo

Free Sports Physicals Will Be Available

Saturday, August 23 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

11 Oaks Conference Rm.    
1040 S. Main Street, Willits, CA 95490

To reserve your spot, call 707.456.3185

Wellness for 

Parents too! 

and turn down the last row of parking to exit. 
Please do not drive around the parking lot 
circle. This is a BUS ZONE. If you pick up your 
child after school, please park your car on the 
street in an indicated area and walk to pick up 
your child. We do have crossing guards who 
will cross your child across Blosser Lane so 
that they can walk to your car. You will not be 
allowed to drive into the parking lot to pick up 
your child after school. 

Our caring and dedicated staff at Blosser 
Lane Elementary is:
3rd Grade: Mrs. Haschak, Mr. Haschak, Mrs. 
Bauer, Mrs. West, and Mrs. Zak. 
4th Grade: Mrs. McNeal, Mrs. Tilton, Mrs. Mey, 
and Mrs. Valenzuela-Watkin.   
 
5th Grade: Mrs. Snider, Mrs. Arkelian, and Mrs. 
Wilson.
Special Education: Mr. Harrison, Mrs. 
Monroney, and Mrs. Wise.
English Language Development: Mrs. Runberg.
Independent Study: Mr. Smith and Mrs. Hughes.
Two teachers will be named at a later date.  
 
Office Staff: Lesli Cooke and Sharen Reinier.
Librarian: Mrs. Bethany Wilcox.
Our caring and dedicated staff at Sherwood 
Thomas Elementary School is:
K/1/2 Grades: Mrs. Valentic; 3/4/5 Grades: Mrs. 
Hirsch; Office Staff: Mrs. Martin.

It is important in our school community that 
participation and communication are highly 
valued, as it will take all of our support and 
effort to ensure that each child is given every 
opportunity to reach their full potential and 
educational aspirations. 

The office staff will be available to answer 
any questions that you may have after the office 
opens on August 6. I look forward to meeting 
and nurturing positive relationships with the 
parents, students and the community of Willits.

From Page 4The rest of
Blosser From Page 4The rest of

WUSD
is available for sixth through 12th grades.

As a district, we will be working to adopt math and English 
materials that meet our current curriculum needs. The commitment 
that the board, administration, and staff have made to district-wide 
professional development is unprecedented, and has been made 
possible by the new Local Control Funding Formula and Board 
approved LCAP. Sixth-grade teachers at Baechtel Grove will be 
implementing Project Based Learning units to facilitate students 
in the acquisition of critical thinking skills. Project Based Learning 
units will be implemented each year until they are in place in all third- 
through 12th-grade classrooms. 

Reaching out to our special needs students is essential to ensure 
their success into adulthood. With the support of the Mendocino 
County Office of Education, Baechtel Grove and Willits High School, 
along with two other districts, will be participating in the Tiers of 
Intensive and Educational Responsive Services and Supports 
(TIERS) program. This program aims to provide students with 
behavior interventions to support better personal choices, which will 
result in decreased campus disruptions and discipline infractions, 
and will improve student learning. 

The 2014-15 school year will bring 22 new staff members to our 
district. Our new staff comes to us with a variety of backgrounds 
and life experiences. We welcome each new member to our Willits 
family. These new staff members will experience firsthand the efforts 
of WUSD to challenge our students in their academic and social 
development, while deepening our own understanding of student 
achievement. Each day brings us a new opportunity to make WUSD 
strong. 

Willits 
Weekly

459-2633
972-7047

Taylor Marie Hartley, starting 
6th grade

Chris and Ryan

Alyssa Alvarez and Kylie Alvarez 

Connor Basler: he’s going into 
2nd grade

Cruz Roman Martinez

Brodey, who starts kindergarten

Mychaela: You have been one 
busy girl this summer. SPACE, 
Jr Giants & Cheer. We know 
you will do great this school 
year. Keep up the good work. 
Always remember to laugh and 
have fun. We are very proud of 
you!!  Love, Mom & Dad

Sierra Destiny Caine: I can’t 
believe that you are in the 7th 
grade; you are growing up so fast. 
Keep up the good work, We Love 
u! Love, Mom, Dad and Aidan

Taylor and Tanner Drew!! Taylor, 
starting his 6h grade year at 
Baechtel, and Tanner, starting 4th 
grade at Blosser Lane, also both 
will be at new schools!! Good luck 
boys!!!

Jordan Michelle Kelley, starting 
1st grade

Have a GREAT year Brannon! 
Love, Jim

James Brown, 8th grade; 
Callie Brown, 6th grade

Logan Blackburn, BGMS, and 
Justus Scarioni, Brookside 

Spencer and Maddax Kendrick, 
looking good for 7th and 1st 
grades

Carson Miler, 7th grade, 
Nikolas Miler, 4th grade, and 
Tyler Vesey, 10th grade

Good luck in kindergarten, 
Jonas. Mommy and Daddy are 
proud of you, and we know 
you will do great. (Jonas and 
Jedediah Swearengin shown 
here.)

Carmine, going into 
kindergarten, and Devonte, 
going into preschool

Katelyn Germann and Ella 
Garman going into 4th grade

Charley Lamprich, 3rd grade

Blaze, who will start 1st grade 
at WECS

Well wishes from 
the community to 

new and 
returning 

Willits 
students!

Want to wish your child, sister, 
grandma, uncle or pup a great 
first day at school in our NEXT 
education edition on August 
28? Send us a photo and short 
caption by Monday, August 
25. It’s FREE and a great way 
to celebrate the beginning of 
the school year! Thanks to 
everyone who already sent in 
images !

Email them to 
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Dane McFadden, 3 years old, 
Room to Bloom Preschool

Riley McFadden, 1 year old, 
Room to Bloom Preschool

Aidyn and Gavin McFadden,  
3rd & 1st grade, WECS

Ava Arkelian, starting 
kindergarten

Owen Sabastian, Willits Charter 
School

Kiera Dragness, 4th grade
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Thursday, August 14
Children’s Farmers Market: Last 
children’s market of the summer 
today: noon to 1 pm at the Willits 
Library, 390 East Commercial 
Street. Info: 459-5908. 
PAWS To Read Summer Reading Finale: Willits Library, 
390 East Commercial Street. 1 to 2 pm. “We are going to 
start in the park across the street with a wild animal show [by 
North American Wildlife], and then we will come back to the 
library for ice cream, free books given out by Friends of the 
Willits Library, and reading program completion certificates.” 
Info: 459-5908.
New Blu Trio at the Farmers Market: Nancy  New on 
acoustic guitar, Don Fiers on bass, and vocalist Anita Blu, 
with “polished vocal harmonies and tunes ranging from 
Beatles to jazz standards, the Kinks, Phoebe Snow, K.D. 
Lang, old hop-a-long cowboy songs, and anywhere in 
between!” 3 to 6 pm, City Park, on East Commercial Street 
across from City Hall. 
North County Center Open House & Registration: 
Mendocino College’s North County Center holds an Open 

House, Thursday, August 14 
from 4 to 6 pm, with a free 
hot dog BBQ; bookstore 
services for enrolled students; 

win free prizes!; meet 
the Mendocino College 
staff and administration; 
register for classes!; learn 
more about the classes 
and programs offered at 
Mendocino College. Fall 
classes start Monday, 
August 18. Check a .pdf 

of scheduled classes at: 
http://www.mendocino.edu/

cmullis/Sum_Fall_2014/2014_Sum_
Fall_For_Web.pdf. North County Center classes are listed 
starting on page 44. “Mendocino College is offering a variety 
of courses at the North County Center this fall and would 
love to share this opportunity with the Willits Community, 
please join us for this fun event. “ Mendocino College’s North 
County Center is located at 372 East Commercial Street. 
Info: 459-6224. 
Brooktrails Lodge: Ladies Night every Thursday at the 
Lodge’s Caminiti’s Lounge, 8 pm to 2 am. $3 drink specials. 
The Dream Capsule Band presents live music and karaoke. 
24675 Birch Street. Info: 459-1596.
Shanachie Pub: twice-monthly Jazz Night, featuring vocalist 
Sarah Ryan, Michael Cantwell on piano and keyboards, 
Aaron Bellomo on guitar, and Jesse Bessoni on drums. 
Jazz standards infused with funk, hip hop, world and free-
form jamming. Every 2nd and 
4th Thursday. 8 pm. No cover. 50 
South Main Street. Info: 459-9194.

Friday, August 15
Grocery Outlet Job Fair: Job 
fair 12 noon to 5 pm, at the Willits 
Grocery Outlet in the Evergreen 
Shopping Center, 1718 South 
Main Street outside of the store! 
Friday, August 15 and Saturday, August 16. Owner Brock 

McDowell says: “Bring your resume and dress for success.” 
Grand opening of the Willits Grocery Outlet is now set for 
Saturday, September 13. 
Free Zumba for Teens: Zumba is always free for teenagers 
on Friday nights at Studio Joy, 1262 Blosser Lane. Class at 6 
pm with Melissa. Info: 707-841-7499 or www.studiojoywillits.
com.
Brooktrails Lodge: Open Mic every Friday at the Lodge’s 
Caminiti’s Lounge. Live jams featuring local artists: all 
performers please see Mr. Larry when you arrive.  24675 
Birch Street. Info: 459-1596.

Saturday, August 16
77th Annual Old Timers Baseball Game: 
Harwood Memorial Park in 
Laytonville. Laytonville 
vs. Willits: winner takes 
the Boomer Kelton 
Trophy. Saturday, August 
17: Old Timers Co-Ed Softball 
at 8 am. BBQ at 11 am; BBQ 
chicken prepared by the Laytonville 
Lions Club; salads, desserts and fixins’ 
donated by community members.  Old 
Timers Game “Opening Ceremonies” at 1 
pm. Baseball Game: 2 pm.  Info: Kandice Golightly, 707-
489-7401.
St. Anthony’s Annual Parking Lot Sale: from 9 am to 2 pm 
at St. Anthony’s Hall, 58 Bush Street.  For further info or to 
donate items, please call Margaret: 459-2212.
WHS Boosters Golf Tournament: Willits High School 
Boosters Club’s 2nd annual Golf Tournament, at the 
Brooktrails Golf Course. 4 person scramble/shotgun start. 8 
am registration. Tournament begins at 9 am. $10,000 hole 
in one prize. $30 non-members, $20 for members. Price 
includes lunch and a drink ticket. All proceeds to benefit 
WHS athletic teams and clubs. Support the Boosters by 
becoming a Hole Sponsor for $40; hole sponsor laminated 
signs are displayed at the tournament and all home football 
games.  Info: 459-2752.
Walking Tour of Ridgewood Ranch: Home of Seabiscuit. 
9:30 to noon. Docent led tours $20; children under 11 
free. Remaining tours this season: Saturdays, August 16, 
September 6, September 20, and October 4 (a benefit for 
T.R.A.I.L.). Info/reservations (recommended): 459-5992; 
seabiscuit@instawave.net, or www.seabiscuitheritage.org/
tourschedule.php. 

Grocery Outlet Job Fair: See Friday, August 
15 listing for details. 
Round Valley Blackberry Festival: The 32nd 
Annual Round Valley Blackberry Festival, 
Saturday, August 16 and Sunday, August 17 
at the festival grounds in downtown Covelo. 
Featuring MC Mickey the Clown and live 
music throughout the weekend. Saturday’s 
entertainment: 12 noon: Blackberry Jammers; 
1 pm Nummelinium Band; 2 pm: Wild 
Horses; 3 pm: Wild Mendohulas; 4 pm: Kent 

Stephenson band; 5 pm: Marjo Wilson Band; 6 pm: Hot Shots; 

8 pm: Square Dance. Enjoy a blackberry slush while strolling 
around the surrounding arbor, full of numerous arts and craft 
vendors and community organizations. Square dance on 
Saturday night; 5/10K run/walk on Sunday morning (www.
roundvalley.org/library/race.pdf), followed by a country-style 
breakfast and a motorcycle and antique car show. Noon to 
7 pm on Saturday; 10 am to 5 pm on Sunday. Admission is 
free. General info: www.roundvalleyblackberryfestival.com.

Sunday, August 17
Boomer’s Old Timers Brunch: at Boomer’s Saloon, 45020 
Highway 101, Laytonville. 9 am to 3 pm. Info: Kandice 
Golightly, 707-489-7401, or call Boomer’s, 984-6584, www. 
boomerssaloon.com/index.php/sunday-brunch-menu. 
Willits Youth Football & Cheer Car Wash: the JV football 

team and cheer squad hold a benefit carwash Sunday, 
August 17, from 9 am to 2 pm, at Les Schwab Tire, 

1565 South Main Street. “Come support your 
local Willits youth. GO COUGARS!!!” 

Round Valley Blackberry Festival: 
Sunday’s entertainment: 10 am: 
Nummelinium Band; 11 am: Reverend 
Feathers; 11:30 am: Prickly Pair; 12 

noon: Round Valley Rounders; 12:30 
pm: Bridget O’Toole; 1 pm: Laiwa Live; 2 

pm: Marjo Wilson Band; 3 pm: Broken Feather; 4 pm: Hot 
Shots. See Saturday, August 16 listing for festival details.

Monday, August 18
Willits Dances of Universal Peace: meets Monday, 
August 18 at the Muse, 7 to 9 pm. Sacred circle dances and 
chants drawn from cross cultural traditions. Joyful and heart 
opening. Easy to learn, live music. Info: 459-9085.

Tuesday, August 19
Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: All 
2D movies that are in their second week are 
$5 on Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre for all 
ages, all showings. This week’s Tightwad 
movies: “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,” 
“Guardians of the Galaxy,” and 
“Into the Storm.” For showtimes: 
www.noyotheatre.com. 57 East 
Commercial Street. 459-6660. 
Noyo Nostalgia Casting Call: the 
Noyo Theatre is coming up on its 
75th Birthday in May 2015. “Join us in 
documenting the history and life of this grand 
old building for a film that will be presented 
next May.  We have heard wonderful stories from 
patrons, employees and owners which we would like to 
share with the community in this film.” The Noyo Crew will 
be filming at the Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road, 
on Tuesday, August 19, from 1 to 5 pm in the Sunshine 
Room.  What is your fondest memory of the Noyo Theatre? 
Did you see your first movie there? Was it your first job … 
first date? Remember the film breaking? The leaky roof? 
The renovations? The live entertainment? For more info: 
movies@noyotheatre.com   or call Lois @ 707-354-3295.

Wednesday, August 20
First Day of School for Willits Unified Schools
Call for Auditions: Willits Community Theatre holds 
auditions for “The Angel of Chatham Square,” a nostalgic 
drama by Healdsburg playwright Audie Foote, on 
Wednesday, August 20 at 7 pm and Saturday, August 23, 
at 11 am at the Playhouse, 37 W e s t 
Van Lane. The call is for two 
women (30s to early 50s) 
and six men (30s to 70s). 
“Set in the depths of New 
York’s Bowery right after 
World War II, ‘The Angel 
of Chatham Square’ tells a 
simple and heartwarming 
love story. A young widowed 
mother must travel back 
home at night alone. While 
she waits at a lonely bus 
stop at Chatham Square, a 
notoriously dangerous part of town 
known by locals as “the graveyard,” she 
runs into a group of derelicts who take her under 
their “wings.” One in particular wins her heart, and the play 
tells the story of how their unusual friendship blossoms into 
a love affair that spans six decades. “The Angel of Chatham 
Square” will rehearse from mid-September through early 
November and will run from November 6 through November 
23. Director Christine Dill has participated in local theatre for 
over 25 years. She has acted, staged managed, and prop 
mistressed for both the Ukiah Players and for Mendocino 
College. In February 2013 she directed “Same Time, Next 
Year” for WCT. Scripts are available at the Willits Public 
Library or call the director at 462-4015.

Thursday, August 21
Shanachie Pub: Steven Bates, guitar. 

6 pm, No cover. Visit www.myspace.
com/stevenbatesmusician or www.

stevenbatesmusic.com. 50 South 
Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.
Brookside School Farm 

Fundraiser: The Now and Then Film 
Series presents “Our Daily Bread,” as 
a fundraiser for the Brookside School 
Farm. 7 pm at the Little Lake Grange, 

291 School Street. “In this classic 1934 
film by King Vidor, two city-dwellers are 

hit hard by the financial fist of the Depression. 
Driven by bravery (and sheer desperation) they 

flee to the country and, with the help of other workers, set 
up a farming community which suffers many hardships –  
including drought, temptation and the long arm of the law 
–  but ultimately pulls together for a Utopian finish. This artful 
black & white film paints a compelling picture of the struggle 
and hardships faced by Americans during this troubled 
economic period.” Suggested donation of $5 to $100 Info: 
459-6362.

Friday, August 22
Shanachie Pub: Blue Luke and the Living 

Drums, featuring Steve Loebs aka “The Living 
Drum” with special guest Amadou Camara 
from Guinea West Africa: “multicultural 
fusions of universal rhythm.” 9 pm, $10 cover. 

50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Saturday, August 23
Free Sports Physicals: Frank R. 

Howard Memorial Hospital offers free 
sports physical exams to children in 

elementary and high school participating 
in a sports program. Saturday, August 23, from 9 am 

to 1 pm at the 11 Oaks Conference Room, 1040 South 
Main Street. Wellness While You Wait, for parents: Howard 
Hospital is also offering free health screenings and other 
wellness services for adults, including: Blood Pressure 
Check; Blood Sugar Check; Body Mass Index; Strength & 
Balance Test; and Healthy Eating Demo. To reserve your 
spot, call: 456.3185. 
WELL / NCO Garden Tour: “Remembering the Garden,” 
a tour of community gardens in and around Willits, 10 am 
to 4 pm. “Discover these gems alongside our busy streets 
in and around Willits. Additionally we will visit the Grange 
Farm School at Ridgewood Ranch.” This annual event is 
cosponsored by Willits Economic Localization and North 
Coast Opportunities. Attend the tour for $15 and receive 
lunch, dessert and a raffle ticket for a beautiful basket of 
fresh produce from the visited gardens. Tour only: sliding 
scale fee. Tour begins at the Willits Elementary Charter 
School Garden on the corner of Lenore and Commercial; 
registration at 9:30 am. Carpooling may be arranged to tour 
five community gardens, as well as the Grange Farm School. 
Info: Paul Jacobson, 459-1418.
Call for Auditions: auditions today at Willits Community 
Theatre at 11 am for ““The Angel of Chatham Square.” See 
August 20 listing for details. 
Molly’s Revenge: energetic Celtic trio plays traditional 
Scottish and Irish music at the Willits Community 
Theatre on Saturday, August 23 at 8 pm. “This dynamic, 
acoustic threesome is known for its unique and infectious 
performances. The three members, David Brewer, John 
Weed and Stuart Mason, combine classic bagpipes, whistle, 
and fiddle, with a backdrop of guitar, mandola, and bodhran 
to guarantee an enjoyable experience for all fans. Molly’s 
Revenge has performed at many of the top folk festivals and 
performing arts events in the USA, and prestigious events 
in Scotland, Australia and China. Their arrangement of 
traditional Celtic jigs and reels offers a driving, hard-edged 
accent that always leaves audiences shouting for more.” 
Their 2013 CD, “Trio,” was recorded at a remote location 

in the redwoods of the Mendocino Coast. Advance tickets 
for the show are $15 and available in person at Mazahar, 
38 South Main Street; online at brownpapertickets.com, or 
phone the WCT office at 707-459-0895 for credit card orders. 
Tickets are also available at the door. The performance is 
sponsored by Celtic Heritage Destinations Travel Agency of 
Willits.

Sunday, August 24
Grange Pancake Breakfast: The monthly breakfast (every 
fourth Sunday) at the Little Lake Grange is Sunday, August 
24, from 8 am to 11 am. Choose Sourdough Wholegrain 
or Hank’s Famous Buttermilk Pancakes, Beeler’s Quality 
Bacon, organic local farm fresh eggs made to order, real 
butter, juice, organic coffee or tea. $7; $6 seniors; $4 under 
10. Extra sides of organic fruit in season or Amish maple 
syrup, $1. The Grange Youth will be fundraising with a table 
of yummy baked goods. 291 School Street (two blocks south 
of Commercial, 1 block west of 101).
Willits Youth Football & Cheer Car Wash: the Peewee 
football team and cheer squad hold a benefit carwash 
Sunday, August 24, from 9 am to 2 pm, at Les Schwab Tire, 
1565 South Main Street. “Come support your local Willits 
youth. GO COUGARS!!!” 

What's Happening Around Town
                                                                                     

Things to do, see and enjoy 
in and around Willits        

Willits Farmers Market: Summer market at City 
Park, every Thursday from 3 to 6 pm. Greens, onions, 
strawberries, summer squash, melons, eggplant, 
cucumbers, peaches, squash and other summer 
produce, cut flowers, local meats and fish, dinner, crafts, 
live music, and more.
Grateful Gleaners: This volunteer crew is available to 
pick fruit that you aren’t able to use, to donate to local 
organizations in need of fruit. If you’re interested in 
having fruit picked by the Gleaners, or in volunteering 
with the group, contact the Gleaners’ voice mail, 513-
9489, and leave a message, and they will return your call 
as soon as possible. 
The Emandal Chorale: this community chorus based in 
Willits is beginning its 20th season, and you are welcome 
to join! Every Wednesday from 5 to 6:30 pm. No auditions 
necessary. The Chorale meets upstairs at the Willits 
Center for the Arts, 71 East Commercial Street. “We sing 
songs from all around the world in four-part harmony. 
Come sing in a fun and supportive environment!”
Willits Library Cyber Cafe: Enjoy a fresh cup of coffee 
in the conference room while browsing the internet. 
Coffee is $1 a cup. Bring your own cup from home or 
buy a ceramic cup from the library for 50 cents. The cafe 
is open most Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Saturdays from 10 to noon, or until the coffee runs dry. 
390 East Commercial Street. Info: 459-5908.
Life Changes: Discussion and support group with Linda 
Posner, Wednesdays from 10 to 11 am. Harrah Senior 
Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the 
Saint Francis in the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 
East Commercial Street. Every 2nd and 4th Friday. Free. 
Everyone is welcome. Info: 459-4932.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from 
Smoking” class sponsored by the Frank R. Howard 
Memorial Hospital. Every Wednesday at the HMH 
Conference Room, 1 Madrone Street, 6 to 7 pm. RSVP 
to Jennifer Barrett at 707-540-4208. Walk-ins are always 
welcome.
Willits Frontier Twirlers: Monday nights at the Willits 
Center for the Arts, 71 East Commercial Street, from 
6:45 to 8 pm, then dancing until 9 pm, with professional 
caller Lawrence Johnstone, who will teach and call. New 
beginner’s class starts September 8, 7 to 8 pm.  Info: 
459-9526. 
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body 
Works Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen gym: 
Monday to Friday from 2:30 to 5:30 pm; Boxing: Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 7 pm; Karate: Kids aged 5 to 
11 from 6 to 7 pm, Tweens, Teens and Adults at 7 pm. 
All SAL programs free to the public. Info: www.facebook.
com/MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague or 
Mike Tobin: 354-0565. 
Shanachie Pub: Open Mic every Wednesday at 8:40 
pm. Sign-ups start at 7 pm. 50 South Main Street, behind 
Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.
Just For Fun Choir: directed and accompanied by 
Nancy New. Meets Mondays at the Senior Center, 
1501 Baechtel Road, from 1 to 2:30 pm. Accepting new 
members of all ages and abilities. Info: call Nancy New 
at 459-1276.
Laytonville Farmers Market: Mondays from 2:30 to 
4:30 pm in downtown Laytonville. Buy local: vegetables, 
apples, juice, bakery, beef, lamb, pork, jewelry, aprons, 
children’s clothing, knife sharpening and more. 

Ongoing 
Events

This fall semester, Mendocino College in Ukiah will offer a 
new course on “Sustainable Agricultural Systems,” taught by 
Rain Tenaqiya, permaculture designer and author of “West 
Coast Food Forestry.” This two-unit course begins on August 
21 and meets on Thursdays from 2 to 4:50 pm at the Ukiah 
campus of Mendocino College. 

With climate change and rising food and energy prices, the 
need for sustainable local food production has never been 
greater. This class is a survey of sustainable farming through 
history and into the future. It will provide students with the 
basic ideas necessary to farm and live more sustainably, with 

a focus on the special issues of our local climate and soils.
The course will cover the history, definitions, concepts, 

principles and practices of sustainable agricultural systems. 
It will also examine case studies and expose the student to 
field-based learning through labs and field trips. Topics will 
include: history of sustainable farming, ecology, patterns in the 
landscape, sustainable design, learning from existing systems, 
soil, water, air, energy, trees, animals, and integrated pest 
management.

Instructor Rain Tenaqiya started studying permaculture 
more than 20 years ago, and began teaching in 1999. In 2002, 

he helped start a permaculture 
design business in the Santa 
Cruz area. He moved to Ukiah in 
2004 to establish a permaculture 
homestead demonstration site. 
He has reduced his carbon 
footprint by 90 percent of the 
U.S. average and grows much of 
his own food.

To find out more about this 
course, contact the instructor at 
raincascadia@Yahoo.com. To 
enroll for the course, go online 
to www.mendocino.edu; stop by 
Admissions at the college, 1000 
Hensley Creek Road in Ukiah; or 
call 468-3164.

– Roberta Werdinger, for 
Mendocino College

Save the Date
Johnny Sketch & the Dirty 
Notes, live from New Orleans, 
August 30, Boomer’s Bar 
Scottish folksinger Ed Miller, 
August 30, Willits Community 
Theatre
Roots Annual Steam-Up and 
Timberworks Lumberjack 
Show, September 6 & 7
Mendocino County Fair and 
Apple Show in Boonville, 
September 12 to 14
Not JUST Cowboy Poetry, 
Saturday, September 13, 
Emandal
Willits Airport Day & Sixties 
Fly-In, September 13, Ells 
Field 
Frontier Days Ranch Rodeo, 
Saturday, September 20, 
Rodeo Grounds
Round Valley Indian Days 
Celebration & Softball 
Tournament, September 26-
28, Hidden Oaks Park, Round 
Valley Reservation

The Mendocino County Library is looking for a new logo. The libraries are soliciting entries in 
a logo contest from around the county. Entries must be turned in at the Willits Library by 5 pm on 
Thursday, August 28 or the Ukiah Library by August 29. The winning entry will be purchased by the 
Mendocino County Library system. All entries submitted for the contest will be displayed at the Ukiah 
Library and on the library’s Facebook page. Contact Jen Lyon at 463-4490 or lyonj@co.mendocino.
ca.us for full details on artwork submission guidelines and to obtain an official entry form.

The Willits Rotary Club will host a budget presentation 
delivered by County Chief Executive Officer, Carmel J. 
Angelo, and Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Heidi Dunham, 
at Willits City Hall, 111 East Commercial Street, on Monday, 
August 25, 2014, from 5:30 to 7 pm. This is part of the series 
of presentations that will be given throughout the county 
before final budget hearings, beginning on September 8. 

“In this day and age,” said 3rd District Supervisor John 
Pinches, “it’s important for the public to know how county 
government and budgeting works. The 2014/15 budget is 
the work plan for the coming year. I appreciate the Willits 
Rotary sponsoring the presentation to help get the word 
out to the public about this year’s budget priorities.”

 “The Rotary Club of Willits is pleased to host the 
upcoming County public budget presentation,” said 
Rotary chair Tom Herman. “We feel that it is very 
important for the citizens of Mendocino County to be 
aware of how the county is proposing to administer 
the upcoming budget.”

The presentation will include highlights of the 
County’s 2014/2015 Recommended Budget, a 
“State of the County” update, and items of interest 
in the 3rd District. The intent of these presentations 
is to inform the audience of the workings of 
county government and to provide a high level of 
transparency and accountability to all Mendocino 
County residents.

A Garden Party
Saturday, August 16

Fast becoming the event of the summer, it’s Phil and Kathy Shuster’s 
Garden Party!

Co-hosted by volunteers from the Willits Educational Foundation and Willits 
Rotary Club, this wonderful affair benefits schools in the Willits Unified School 
District in their library, art and music departments. So mark your calendar. This 
one deserves a big red circle around it: August 16 beginning at 4 pm, 1660 
Center Valley Road.

If you haven’t bought your ticket to attend the fourth annual Garden Party, 
hedging a bit, wondering what’s on the menu, here’s a sampling: barbecued 
tri-tip and oysters, parmesan chicken wings, stuffed mushrooms, bruschettas, 

fruit skewers, empanadas, veggie bites with 
jalapeno jelly, franks and bacon, stuffed eggs, 
meatballs. spiced shrimp, small wraps, ham 
cheesecake cups, and pesto cheesecakes. 
We have our own fantastic Mariposa Market to 
thank for supplying the ingredients for many of 
these delectable dishes.

Surely, such a tasty menu has 
persuaded you that this would be 
a great place to spend a summer’s 
evening enjoying great food, friends 
and family. And I haven’t even covered 
the desserts, much less the beer and 
wines. Pete Swanton and his unique 
Shanachie Pub do not disappoint with 
their hand-crafted beers you won’t 
find anywhere else. Area wineries 
include Barra of Mendocino Organic 
Wines, Jeriko Estate, McDowell Valley 
Vineyards, Milano Family Vineyards, 
Parducci Wine Cellars, Silversmith 
Vineyards, Yokayo Wine Company, 
and several wines from the heart of 
the Sonoma valley. It’s important to 
acknowledge their generous contributions 
to this worthwhile cause. 

Advance tickets may be purchased 
at Cat’s Meow or Goods’ Shoppe or 
from any WEF or Willits Rotary Club 
member. Call Kathy Shuster 459-2659 
or John Cross 485-2274 if you need 
tickets or any additional information. 
They’ll be glad to help you.

– Gail Richards, for Willits 
Educational Foundation

Calling all 
artists

Willits Rotary sponsors 
County Budget Presentation at City Hall

New course teaches 
sustainable food 
production at Mendocino College
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CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490
Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298
www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent

Lic. #0C67822

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

Saturday • August 16TH • 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
136 Mill Creek Drive, Willits

707-354-1950 • Hosted By: Sal Madrigal
CalBRE# 01139481

Beautiful, one-of-a-kind home in quiet Westside neighborhood. 
House has been totally remodeled, top to bottom. Boasts roomy 
1,800 feet of living space, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths with open floor plan 
with bright kitchen and family room, great for entertaining. Many 
amenities and custom touches to please everyone. Close to shop-
ping, shools, and transportation. $325,000

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

Algebra, Geometry
SAT & ACT Test Prep 
Mac Smith  459-MATH

Rummage Sale
Every Saturday from 10 am 
to 2 pm at 1st Baptist Church, 
145 Wood Street. Rain or 
shine. We accept rummage 
donations, and have an ever-
changing selection of goods!

Parking Lot Sale
St. Anthony’s Annual Parking 
Lot Sale, Saturday, August 
16, 9 am to 2 pm. St. 
Anthony’s Hall, 58 Bush St., 
Willits. More info or to donate, 
call 459-2212.

Piano for Sale
Vose & Sons Upright Cabinet 
Grand. Serial # 33145 
Boston. Turn of the century 
construction. Ivory keys, great 
condition. $500 or best offer. 
707-354-2473.

Yard Sale
Yard Sale at Willits Mini. 
Saturday, August 16, 8 am to 
1 pm: H-12 and E-32, Antique 
cherry top table, seats 12, 4 
chairs, 6 leafs & pads, books, 
records, clothes, etc.

Sewing and 
Alterations

Seamstress and Sewing 
Teacher. Visit my webpage: 
Zibergirl.com. Ph #: 707-367-
6182 Willits

The Fruit Group
Lug boxes of pesticide-free 
fruit. 
Freestone Peaches, Yellow 
or White & Freestone 
Nectarines, Yellow or White: 
23-lb. field lug: $25.
Vine-ripened tomatoes: 30-lb 
Field lug: $26.
Bartlett pears $21
Pluots $25
Tomatoes $26
Willits: Brenda 459-9335
Ukiah: Deanna: 391-7736
Potter & RV: Deanna: 391-
7736
Ft. Bragg: Karen: 937-4664
Laytonville: Heather: 984-
7430
Lakeport: Linda: 279-8840

Help Wanted
Laytonville Unified School 
District announces the 
following vacancies for the 
2014/15 school year: 6th 
Grade Teacher; High School 
Special Ed Teacher; Full-
Time Custodian; Substitutes. 
All positions are open until 
filled. Please call (707) 984-
6414 or visit www.layt.k12.
ca.us for more info.

Help Wanted
Willits Weekly is looking for 
a freelance photographer/
reporter to do some 
community feature 
assignments. Experience 
a plus, but not necessary. 
Potential for more work, as 
Willits Weekly continues to 
grow. Call Jennifer at 459-
2633 for more information.

Computer Help
Need help with your 
computer? I will come to 
your home or business. PC 
and Macintosh. Repairs and 
configuration $35/hr. Tutoring 
$15/hr.  Call Liam 459-2470 or 
email macamergin@yahoo.
com.

Community Hu Song
In our fast-paced world, are 
you looking to find more 
inner peace? Join us for 
a Community HU Song, 
Thursday, August 28, at 6 
pm at Willits City Hall, 111 
E Commercial Street.  HU 
(pronounced hue) is a simple, 
uplifting prayer or mantra 
that can help you experience 
divine love and an inner 
calm.  All faiths are welcome. 
Sponsored by Eckankar: 
Experience the Light & Sound 
of God. Information?  Please 
call 972-2475.

For Rent
Studio Loft Apt., 430 sq. ft., 
quiet neighborhood, centrally 
located. All utilities included, 
NS.  $700 per mo. First, last 
and deposit. 707-354-2473.

For Rent
Office rentals in Willits for 
Holistic Practitioners. New 
workshop & event space. 
Cleaning/utilities included. 
$500/month or $250/2-3 days 
per week. Call 459-1840 or 
email macemoving@gmail.
com.

For Sale
Red Scooter Chair, perfect 
condition, charger and 
accessories. $300. Call 456-
9204.

Garage Sale
Saturday, August 16. 8:30 am 
to 4:30 pm. 27196 Bear Drive, 
Brooktrails. Will be selling 
household items, clothing and 
tools.

Help Wanted
Currently looking for owner 
operators and Class A drivers. 
F/T year-round work. Come 
by 400 North Lenore Avenue 
to fill out an application, Mon-
Fri, 8 am to 5 pm. 

Help Wanted
Northbrook is looking for an 
Activity Assistant. For more 
info, please call Kathy at 459-
5592.

Send us your ad!
willitsweekly@gmail.com

TENT CITY

to close the achievement gap by preparing all students for 
college readiness and success in a global society. AVID is 
open to incoming ninth graders, and each AVID student 
had to apply and attend an AVID interview last year to get 
into the class. AVID is going to be a great addition to Willits 
High School and will help student gain entrance to college 
and universities across the country. 

This year, Willits High School will be a closed campus to 
ninth- and 10th-grade students. This means that ninth- and 
10th-graders will have to stay on campus for lunch. Any 
11th-grade student who is not on graduation track will also 
have closed campus.

To help monitor this new initiative Willits High School will 
have two lunches: a closed ninth- and 10th-grade lunch 
and an 11th- and 12th-grade lunch. This new lunch system 
will help us better monitor who comes on campus and 
who leaves campus daily. The first lunch, for ninth- and 
10th-grade students, will be a closed campus lunch, where 
students will not be allowed to leave. The second lunch will 
be for 11th- and 12th-grade students, who will be allowed 
to leave campus daily. 

School offices re-opened on August 7, and guidance 
counselors returned on August 4. Students will receive 
their student schedule on August 18, two days prior to 
the first day of school on Wednesday, August 20. Ninth-
grade orientation and LINK crew will be on August 18 
and 19. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call 
Rose Mehtlan at Willits High School at 459-7700. We look 
forward to seeing you on the first day of school! 

From Page 4The rest of
WHS

in Mathematics courses. In this way they will perform, every 
day, the Mathematical Practices in the CCSS. 

This year we are also adding the AVID (Advancement 
Via Individual Determination) program to our eighth grade. 
AVID is a college preparatory program that supports under-
represented student populations to be prepared to attend 
a four-year university after high school. One eighth-grade 
class of students have applied and were selected to take the 
AVID elective this year to learn the study skills necessary 
to prepare for college. Baechtel Grove students will be 
exposed to several exploratory classes as well as being 
provided with academic support.

We are excited about continuing to offer an opportunity 
for students to learn music and guitar playing, the arts, 
ceramics, and video production, as well as career awareness 
in the College and Career class. 

This year Baechtel Grove Middle School will once again 
be partnering with our community help organizations, and 
our businesses and local work world, to involve students 
in a Stand Up Week, and a College and Career Week. The 
purpose of the Stand Up Week is to bring social and societal 
awareness to students. using experts from organizations 
that work with social issues. Students research and make 
presentations about social issues, participate in activities 
involving social issues, and culminate their week with 
presentations from our community experts.

The same format is used for the College and Career 
Week, with students researching and making presentations 
about college requirements, participating in activities 
involving university systems, and culminating their week 
with presentations from experts in many different career 
fields. Both weeks are encouraging and interactive for 
students, thanks to the help we are provided by the Willits 
community. 

Once again this year we will be involving our incoming 
sixth-graders in the WEB program, thanks to the generous 
donations from the Willits Police Department. WEB is a 
transitions program at Baechtel Grove Middle School. As 
part of the program, new sixth-grade students are partnered 
in groups, with two eighth-grade students, for the entire 
year. The eighth-graders are trained to help their sixth-
graders not only have a smooth transition into middle 
school, but to also coach them throughout the year on how 
to handle typical problems a sixth-grader might encounter. 
The eighth-grade students also set the tone of behavior for 
the rest of the student body, helping in leadership roles. 
They help identify and address problems of harassment, 
bullying, isolation, and exclusion. To this end, WEB and 
the relationship between sixth- and eighth-grade students 
serves as an important part of our overall efforts to help 
sixth-grade students transition to middle school. WEB hosts 
numerous events throughout the year. The first is a Sixth-
Grade Orientation set for Tuesday, August 19. 

This year again, as social support for all students, we 
have partnered with the Rachel’s Challenge organization to 
promote a climate of kindness and compassion, and an anti-
bullying message. Rachel Joy Scott was the first person 
killed in the Columbine High School shooting on April 20, 
1999. Rachel left essays and journal writings about how she 
believed that small acts of kindness could change people’s 
lives. The Rachel’s Challenge assembly challenges students 
to find purpose and to discover that they can affect the world 
around them in significant ways. 

Again, thanks to the Willits Police Department funding, 
a Rachel’s Challenge Community Event will take place at 
Willits High School Auditorium on September 7 at 6 pm. 
We invite all parents and community members to come and 
hear about her amazing story, and teachings. 

At Baechtel Grove Middle School, we believe in every 
student’s success. We want every student to be a leader, so 
we encourage them to be a part of these groups:
• Play with one of our sports teams: volleyball, basketball, 
soccer, track, wrestling, softball.
• Be a member of our Student Council along with our 
President David Mann, Vice President Jacob Apodaca, 
Secretary McKenna Buckingham, Treasurer DJ Buzzard, 
and Activities Director Emily Acevedo.
• Be a member of the Yearbook staff.
• Be a member of the Leadership Class.
• Get on the Honor Roll.
• Get on the Principal’s List.
• Be an office aide.
• Be a great WEB Leader to our sixth-graders.
• Be an active member of the Rachel’s Challenge Group.
• Do the research and present during Stand Up Week.
• Get fit participating in PE.
• Do the research and present during College and Career  
  Week.
• Be a Peer Helper.
• Be a great Band member.
• Receive merits.
• Be an upstanding bystander.
• Stay eligible for the four-week reward activities.
• Lead by example and do the right thing.

 We are looking forward to beginning classes at 8:25 am 
on Wednesday, August 20. First period class lists will be 
posted on Monday, August 18, and students will receive 
their full schedules during their first-period class the first 
day of classes. See you here!

From Page 4The rest of
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Brookside
Learning Communities collaborative model that involves 
teachers working together to focus on students’ 
achievement and how best to address students’ needs. 
This model also ensures that all children are taught a 
common curriculum that focuses on the same standards, 
regardless of class assignment.

We have done much work preparing for the shifts in 
instruction and materials working with the Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS) and are making necessary 
changes to work on implementation. It is a very exciting 
time in education. We will continue implementing our 
intervention/enrichment program, fondly known as BLAST. 
It continues to evolve, and we are again assessing and 
refining its content and scheduling to create the optimum 
program for the students. 

In June, Joan Thomas, Marette Myers, Jill Frick and 
Nancy Milliken joined the ranks of the retired and will be 
sorely missed. However, their knowledge and work ethic 
are shared with the rest of our wonderful staff. In addition 
to two teachers who joined the staff last September, we 
have three teachers new to us and are very excited about 
welcoming them. We will begin the year with six sections of 
kindergarten which includes Transitional Kindergarten, six 
sections of first grade and five of second grade.

Our special education program provides a Special 
Day class, a pre-school program blended with the State 
Pre-School, Resource Services as well as Speech 
and Language. We also provide English Language 
Development and are fortunate to be increasing our 
teaching staff in this area.

Our classified staff plays an important role in keeping 
our school running smoothly and assisting students and 
families in every way possible. This group includes the 
office staff, health coordinator, library clerk, instructional 
assistants, yard assistants, custodians and cafeteria 
personnel. The district has completed hiring the counselors 
for the Elementary Counseling Grant, and it’s wonderful to 
know that we will be able to offer more services to students 
and families in the coming year.

The Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) at this school site 
is exceptionally hard-working and active. The PTO serves 
our school in many ways by providing books, assemblies, 
supplies, activities, and field trips for the children, as well 
as sponsoring family nights at Brookside. Participation 
in the PTO is a great way to become involved with your 
child’s school and to ensure that children will continue to 
have these opportunities. Meetings are once a month, and 
childcare is provided. Even if you cannot attend meetings, 
your help is needed, and any amount of time that you can 
give is most welcome. Classroom volunteers also provide 
much additional help to classroom teachers, enhancing 
our students’ school experience.

School site councils guide many of the important 
decisions that a school makes. The Brookside Site Council 
is composed of school staff and community members, and 
is a very direct way to understand school procedures and 
policies, to have direct input into Brookside’s goals and 
plans, and to provide input to district decisions. This year 
we will be holding elections for several parent seats. Truly, 
the support and participation from our community makes it 
possible for us to accomplish so much together. 

The farmers at Brookside Farm have been working very 
hard, and the garden looks beautiful and full. We are very 
excited that some of their produce will be in our cafeteria 
meals. Additionally, our students will have the opportunity 
to visit the garden and learn more about gardens, food and 
nutrition.

School begins Wednesday, August 20 at 8:25 am for all 
students. Dismissal for all students is at 2:40 pm, except 
for Tuesdays when school is dismissed at 1:20 pm. You 
may call the office at 459-5385 for more information about 
any of our programs. Again, please register your child as 
soon as possible. Class lists for 2014-2015 will be posted 
at the office on Friday, August 15, at 5 pm.

I am honored to begin my eighth year as Principal at 
Brookside Elementary and very much look forward to a 
wonderful year working with this staff and with the families 
of our community to provide an enriching and positive 
educational experience. Back to School Night is scheduled 
for Thursday, September 11. Onward and upward!

Willits Weekly - Home Delivery
Willits Weekly is now offering Home Delivery! If 
you live in Willits, Brooktrails or Little Lake Valley, 
you’re inside our home delivery area. Home delivery 
subscriptions are $30/six months and $50/year. (Mail 
subscriptions sent by first-class mail are still $40/six 
months and $75/year.) Your Willits Weekly will be 
delivered (in a plastic bag) to your home or driveway 
in the wee hours of Friday morning. To place an 
order, or for more information, call 459-2633, email 
willitsweekly@gmail.com, or send a check to Willits 
Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits CA  95490.

Family Photo Time!
The holiday season is quickly 
approaching and now is the 
time to schedule your family 
pictures for cards and more! 
Call Willits’ Photographress 
Maureen Moore at 972-7047 
to reserve your date while 
sessions are still available for 
the 2014 season!

Things to sell?
Willits Weekly’s classified 
ads are an inexpensive and 
effective way to sell your 
goods, let people know about 
your services and get your 
word out to the community! 
Just $10 for 30 words for 2 
weeks! 

Willits Weekly
CLASSIFIEDS

$10 for 2 weeks for 30 words!

“Thank you, firefighters!” That’s what the 
signs say all over in Laytonville and Leggett, 
and some can be found here in Willits, too. 
The Lodge Fire Tent City that has sprung 
up at Black Oak Ranch north of Laytonville 
is home base for thousands of firefighters, 
National Guardsmen, inmate 
firefighters, and their support 
crews, from all over Northern 
California and beyond. North 
Mendocino County is thankful 
for each one of them.

Tuesday night, the CalFire update 
reported 2,324 firefighting personnel were 
engaged in the Lodge Fire; as of Wednesday 
evening’s update, that number has fallen 
to 2,249. But still, the population of the 
temporary Tent City is much bigger than 
the population of Laytonville proper (1,227) 
and is almost as big as the population inside 
Laytonville’s 95454 zip code (2,556).

The well-organized base camp has many 
of the modern conveniences. Base camp 
manager Nick Perricelli, a fire captain with 
CalFire, says: “It’s basically a city that’s 
sprung up overnight. Logistically we have 
to have everything here to support these 
crews, because small communities in areas 
like this can’t do what we need to do with our 
crews. So we have fuel tenders, showers, 
laundry, feeding: it’s basically a small 
community here.”

Sleeping accommodations vary: “We 
have mobile sleeping trailers here,” Perricelli 
said. “Some of the engines come with tents 

and sleeping bags, and some of them just 
sleep on the ground.”

Captain Perricelli said Friday he expected 
base camp to be around at least another 
week. 

Local residents are often moved to want 
to help by delivering hand-
baked goodies or treats to 
the firefighters they regard as 
heroes: But the folks at the Tent 
City base camp are fed well – 

just look at the menu for breakfast Friday 
morning!

“How can you help?” Sheriff Tom Allman 
said at Saturday’s CalFire community 
meeting in Leggett. “The firefighters are well 
taken care of. We don’t need any food items 
for the firefighters.” Sheriff Allman suggested 
that those wanting to help consider donating 
money to help feed any evacuated animals: 
Redwood Mercantile in Leggett, Long Valley 
Feed and Rainbow Ag are all accepting 
donations for that purpose.

And a donation to your local fire 
department is always welcome.

Thanks to Eldon Miler of Willits Fan Page, 
who took these photos Friday of the Lodge 
Fire Tent City and the helicopter base a few 
miles north on Highway 101. 

For CalFire updates on the Lodge Fire 
– CalFire has been posting a morning and 
an evening update each day – check http://
cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/incidents/incidents_
details_info?incident_id=1015.

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
jennifer@willitsweekly.com

Counterclockwise from top: 
Sleeping tents for fire engine 
crews.
A National Guard helicopter 
with a water bucket. 
A lot of laundry to be washed!
A CalFire helicopter at 
the copter base north of 
Laytonville.
Visiting fire engines. 
A serviceman in front of a U.S. 
Army truck. 
The breakfast menu for Friday, 
August 8: good cheer as well 
as good food.

Photos by Eldon Miler
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ON SALE THIS WEEK AT

500 S. MAIN STREET, WILLITS
459-9630

ORGANIC SWEET 
BUNCHED 

”NANTES” CARROTS

ON SALE
$3.89
REG. $5.19

NEWMAN’S OWN 
“NEWMAN-O’S” 

COOKIES
ASSORTED FLAVORS

KIND BRAND 
HEALTHY GRAINS

ASSORTED FLAVORS

ON SALE
$4.49
11 OZ. PKG.
REG. $6.39

ON SALE
$2.29

POUND

ON SALE
$1.79

BUNCH

ORGANIC
SEEDLESS RED & 
GREEN GRAPES

Contact Mr. Larry at (707) 354-3488
or at mrlarrysneworleansoutsidebbq@gmail.com

Thursday, Friday and Saturday
from 4 p.m. to Midnight.

Mr. Larry’s New Orleans
Outside BBQ Café

at Brooktrails Lodge

SPARETIME
SUPPLY

459-6791

STORE HOURS:

AUGUST - FEBRUARY
MON - SAT: 9 AM - 6 PM

CLOSED SUNDAY

THANK YOU
to all the Firefighters!!

Willits, Ca
yokumsbodyshop.com

& COMPLETE DETAIL SERVICE
CAR WASH

Imagination
Station

Preschool/Childcare Center
Enrolling Year Round

Hours: Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Toddler program begins at 18 months • Preschool: ages 3-5 • Elementary program: ages 6-10

Check out our website: www.preschooldaycarewillits.com
or look for us on Facebook

7 South Marin Street • Willits
459-6543

Phone & Fax:
707-459-1363

OPEN 7 DAYS

Traditional 
Toys

Rubber
Stamps

56 South Main Street
Highway 101

Willits, CA 95490

Paper
Goods

Art
Supplies

And So 
Much More!

Above: MC 
Poplock Holmes 
with musical 
accompaniment, 
on the Siren 
Stage.
Far left: a kinetic 
sculpture on 
wheels.
Left: Alana and 
Genevieve.

Photos by Doug 
Pollard 

At right: the 
entrance to 
the Kinetic 

Carnivale 
fair at the 

Rec Grove, 
adorned with 

a stylish 
mustache. 

Below: 
Circus Mecca 

performer 
Holly. 

Right, at top: Malakai Schindel plays his flute.
Right, above: A pink-tressed participant with aviator goggles.  

Above, left: 
Donna Schindel, 

with parasol, 
and her daughter 

Heidi Rose, in a 
colorful corset.

At right: Another 
aerialist with 

Circus Mecca.
Far right: Gold 

tresses go 
beautifully with 

a bowler hat 
adorned with 
watch parts. 

Photos by Doug Pollard

Carni and by trustee Laurie Harris, 
who told Smith, “I am totally 
comfortable with my response.”

But trustee Christopher Neary 
said he was not comfortable with 
statements made at the June 11 
meeting.

“People can address the board 
any time they want to,” Neary noted. 
“But it’s really not productive to 
address themselves to the board in 
the first instance. We are not sitting 
here 40 hours a week supervising 
the school district. We’re addressing 
broad policy issues.

“When questions come about 
specific personnel issues, it’s not 
appropriate at the board meeting, 
ever, but certainly not in the first 
instance, to address those questions 
to the board,” Neary added. “Because 
we don’t have the answers to those 
questions. Those types of things go 
to the site principal, and then to the 
superintendent, and hopefully when 
somebody is emotionally concerned 
about an issue, it’s not being raised 
here for the first time.” 

Rodriguez said the school board 
attended a board retreat over 
the summer, at which trustees 
informed Superintendent of Schools 
Patricia Johnson of their concerns. 
Rodriguez said she thought Johnson 
had addressed some of the board’s 
concerns and would continue to 
work on other concerns throughout 
the year. 

“There were just so many things 
that, basically, were, I wouldn’t say, 
mishandled,” Trustee Alex Bowlds 
added. “But there was a cascade of 
problems. We’d like to think we have 
dealt with the vast majority of those.”

But Bowlds continued: “We won’t 
know until time passes a little bit and 
we’ve seen if a number of things 
we’ve put in place to deal with a 
number of issues will work the way 
we hope they will.

“So please give us a little bit of 
time to see if these things work,” he 
said. 

One problem at Willits High 
School – the decimation of the 
school’s counseling program during 
the 2013-14 school year – has 
been addressed. Early in the board 
meeting, Johnson announced she 
has hired a second counselor at 
Willits High. That means the upper 
level of the administrative team 
at Willits High is now almost fully 
staffed.

The school has a new counselor 
(Angelica Montelongio), a 
counselor-psychiatrist (Daniel 
Drickman), a new career technical 
counselor (Julianna Kang), and 
a new assistant principal (James 
Madden), in addition to second-year 
principal Jeffrey Ritchley. 

In addition, Stephanie Roelling 
has been hired as the high school 
librarian, and is only a few months 
shy of being a fully credentialed 
librarian.

At the June 11 school board 
meeting, Johnson had shared her 
plans to staff the school’s library 
with a certificated (non-credentialed) 
library staffer, who would have 
worked under the direction of 
another library technical person 
provided by the Mendocino Office of 
Education.

Roelling “will have her librarian 
credential by 
Chr is tmas,” 
J o h n s o n 
noted. 

Controversy swirls around  
soccer moves

A substantial crowd of 30 to 40 
people arrived at the meeting late, 
but in time to hear the board discuss 
possible fouls in Principal Jeffrey 
Ritchley’s handling of the school’s 
junior varsity soccer program. Late 
last school year, Ritchley and former 
Willits High School Athletic Director 
Tim Conrad decided to combine 
the junior varsity and varsity soccer 
programs for both boys and girls.

Ritchley said he made the 
decision because other schools in 
the league were saying they were 
going to do it. Had he not done that, 
he argued, Willits High junior varsity 
teams might have had no opponents 
to play.

However, the move was seen 
by many as reducing Willits High’s 
athletic program. 

At the same time, Conrad had 
declined to hire longtime Willits 
Youth Soccer volunteer Martin 
Rodriguez for the position of jayvee 
girls’ soccer coach. Rodriguez is 
the husband of board President 
Saprina Rodriguez, who is herself 
a steadfast soccer volunteer and 
president of Willits Youth Soccer. 

According to a letter written by 
Martin Rodriguez and published in 
Willits Weekly (July 31), not only 
did Conrad not hire Rodriguez for 
a jayvee girls coaching position, but 
told him the job interview Rodriguez 
had with Conrad was meaningless 
because Conrad had already 
decided to give the job to another 
applicant. 

Recently, Ritchley has announced 
other schools in the league have 
decided to continue with their jayvee 
soccer programs and Willits High 
would follow suit.

In his comments to trustees, 
Martin Rodriguez thanked Ritchley 
for continuing the boys and girls 
jayvee soccer programs. He also 
encouraged the school district to 
tighten up their hiring practices for 
coaches.

“I would ask the district to always 
adhere to fair hiring practices by 
posting all athletic jobs prior to hiring 
any coach for the following season 
or sport,” Rodriguez said. “All 
applicants should be interviewed 
with an equal opportunity to present 
themselves before an unbiased 
interviewing committee.”

Later in the meeting, Lorenzo 
Rodriguez, the son of Martin and 
Saprina Rodriguez, told the board 
his father took coaching soccer very 
seriously and put in long hours at 
the task. He asked any audience 
members who were in attendance 
in support of his father to stand up; 
almost everyone at the meeting – 30 
or 40 people – did so. 

In response to concerns 
expressed at the meeting, trustees 
directed Superintendent Johnson to 
draft a policy for terminating sports 
programs at district schools. In the 
interim, the board directed there be 
no reduction of sports programs at 
any district school until that policy 
paper is approved. 

The school board did not discuss 
any errors that may have occurred 
in the Martin Rodriguez job interview 
process.

From Page 1
The rest of

Board

In a gorgeous corner of Little Lake Valley just off 
East Hill Road, things are happening in the Haehl 
Creek subdivision.

A new home at 409 Grove Street in the Haehl 
Creek neighborhood was signed off on by the city’s 
building inspector last month. Wood 
chips in the landscaping reflect the 
drought. 

For the year, two homes have been 
built in the neighborhood, another six 
to seven are currently being worked on. Developer 
Ed Mitchell said he expects to construct eight to 10 
homes this year.

There are choices to be made for potential 
homeowners moving into Haehl Creek: inside 
details like colors, carpet, tiles and cabinets.

“They would sit down and decide the colors they 
want in each room,” said Haehl Creek Homes’ 
James Mitchell on a tour of a model home. 

At Haehl Creek four different models of homes 
are available in three different elevations, each 
with differences in rooflines and stonework.

In July, city building permits generated $1,970 in 
revenue from fees for city hall, from 16 permits for 
projects valued at about $80,000.

Around town, new permits included a remodel 
for a commercial sign at 1718 South Main Street 
and a storage building addition at 180 North 
Main Street. Roofing work on Mill Creek Drive, 
Alameda Avenue and Pearl Street was occurring. 
A commercial remodel at 101 North Main Street 
also was permitted.

A modular restroom was set for 1431 South Main 
Street, and a prefabricated metal building was 
approved for construction at 351 Franklin Avenue. 
Water service will be replaced at 1431 South Main 
Street. A new modular classroom will be coming 

to Blosser Lane. Roof repair and water 
heater replacement was set to go at 300 
East Valley Street. 

Finished work in July included a 
remodeled bathroom on Mill Creek 

Drive, a trellis at Willits Charter School, new 
insulation at two Pearl Street locations, and 
demolition of a Pearl Street carport. 

Roofing work on Bonnie Lane, East San 
Francisco Avenue, Mill Creek Drive and Pearl 
Street was completed last month.

The expanding Grace Community Church 
across Main Street from Baechtel Creek Medical 
Clinic received a stamp of approval from the city 
for two modular classrooms.

“The church is doing amazingly well,” Associate 
Pastor Alan Klier said. 

The church has put in two modular classrooms 
purchased from Willits High School and placed 
them on foundations. Work also included ramps to 
access the classrooms, a roof over the ramps, and 
a gas line extended to reach the new classrooms.

Planning continues for the church, which 
operated a Vacation Bible School this summer. 
Since Deep Valley Christian School closed last 
year, the church picked up one teacher from Deep 
Valley for year-round schooling. 

New construction approved
for Haehl Creek subdivision

Zack Cinek
Reporter
zack@willitsweekly.com

Construction progress underway at the Haehl Creek 
subdivision: foundations forming and homes covered in 
Tyvek are sure signs of more homes to come. Neighbor 
Tinley, at left and below, enjoyed playing on a mound of dirt.

Photos by Alicia Logan

A Steampunk
Celebration

The 3rd annual Kinetic Carnivale has come and gone. Smoke from 
the Lodge Fire lifted a bit for the weekend, and reports were positive 
from all the events. 

Revelers enjoyed the Carnivale fair Saturday and Sunday at the Rec 
Grove (including the Beard and Mustache Competition), the Grand Ball 
Saturday night, and the Hand Car races Sunday morning at the Skunk 
Train Depot.

Children and their adults loved riding Roots of Motive Power’s 
diesel train around the Roots loop, and steampunk costumes and 
accoutrements were everywhere to be seen. 

These photos from Willits photographer Doug Pollard capture some 
of the participants and atmosphere of Saturday at the Rec Grove. “It 
was a wonderful event,” said Chela Pollard, who enjoyed the fair along 
with her husband. “We had a great time.” 
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Come to us for all your computer repair needs

PC Problems?

Computer running slow?

Computer won’t start?

Software not working?

Virus trouble?

Network problems?

100 Kawi Place in Willits   459-7330 Management reserves all rights.

Weekly Promotions
SUNDAYS

Sunday Funday
Earn and Receive begins at 3:00 p.m. and ends at 9:00 p.m.

Earn 150 points, receive $10 Free Play
Random Hot Seat Drawings: 4:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. for $25 Cash

TUESDAYS
Turn Up the Heat

2:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Random Hot Seat Drawings, winning amounts increase every half hour

WEDNESDAYS & FRIDAYS
Let’s Make a Trade

2:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Random Hourly Hot Seat Drawings
The winner will be offered $50 Cash or can choose to spin the wheel

and have a chance to win up to $200 Cash!

THURSDAYS
S.R. Day

10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
$5-$15 Free Slot Play, based on play. 1/2 Off Meal Voucher.

$40 Cash Drawings.

JEEP GIVEAWAY
Drawing: Saturday, September 27 after 9:00 p.m.

Use your club card, July 1-September 27, to earn drawing tickets. Every 100 points = 1 drawing 
ticket for a chance to win a qualifying entry into the Jeep Giveaway. Redeem tickets at Players 
Club Booth. Tickets must be in the drawing barrel before the 10:00 p.m. ticket drawing. Each

Saturday, Random Hot Seat Drawings: 4:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. for $50 Cash. Qualifying entry
drawing at 10:00 p.m. will be drawn from the ticket barrel. Saturday, September 27,

at 9:00 p.m., 3 additional drawings (from the ticket barrel) for qualifying entry
into the Jeep Giveaway.

Your Willits Builder Connection
Licensed contractor since 1976.

Calif. Lic. No. 355403

Work done professionally and
in a timely manner!

• Complete home construction
• Additions and remodels
• Interior trim
• Exterior enhancement/siding and trim,
   new decks, painting

Call Joe Thomas
(707) 671-3561

for a free consultation

• No job too large or too small • 
• Work done to your budget and timeline • 

24 Hour 7 Days a Week
Emergency Service • Call Anytime

Tom Wake - Plumbing
Serving in Mendocino and Lake Counties
Full Service Residential, Commercial

•Faucets & Tubs
•Toilets
•Gas Lines

For Fast Service Call
707-391-4343

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

24/7

Lic: #884811

•Garbage Disposals
•Pipe Repairs
•Fixture Replacement

WILLITS COLLISION CENTER
AND

The most recent Birthday Lunch 
at the Harrah Senior Center featured 
“Thanksgiving in July”: turkey and stuffing 
and cranberry sauce, roasted vegetables 
and rolls, a loaded salad bar and, of course, 
birthday cake. The whole 
dining room sang “Happy 
Birthday,” as carnations were 
handed out to the birthday 
guests and raffle prizes were 
drawn. Then everyone settled 
in to enjoy the freshly cooked meal and the 
company of their neighbors.

“What wonderful meals are provided – 
nutritious, well-balanced, and inexpensive 
... home style food, like mother used to 
cook,” said Maggie Graham, a long-time 
volunteer hostess at the center. 

The lunch program at the Senior Center 
has been running since the early days of 
the center and offers a hearty lunch at 
reasonable prices five days a week. All 
members of the Willits community are 
encouraged to come enjoy lunch at the 
center. The more attendees, the better the 
lunch program that is essential for some 
will fare: there are even special prices for 
kids under 7.

The menu offers a full meal with 
beverages and dessert, and now that 
summer is here, there’s a salad bar each 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, with soup 

on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Meals are 
large enough that many guests take home 
leftovers for dinner.

Cooks Donna Hart, who has worked 
at the center for 25 years, and Linda 

Gnader, who has been there 
for 20, design the menu and 
“work really hard to put it all 
together,” says center Director 
Allyn Noneman. The center 

has recently hired a new cook, Jack Isborn, 
to help in the kitchen as well.

Much of the food comes from local 
sources and donations, which helps the 
center keep costs in check and keep the 
lunch prices affordable. The kitchen also 
provides around 50 meals daily for the 
Meals on Wheels program.

Now that summer has arrived, donations 
have included produce from the Howard 
Hospital Garden, Golden Rule Farm, and 
private gardens, donations of 
pigs, beef, and lambs from the 

Empire Redwood Fair, and boxes of plums 
and apples to take home provided by the 
Grateful Gleaners.

The lunches are also using produce from 
the garden housed at the Senior Center 
itself, just a few yards from the dining hall. 
“We are using zucchini, tomatoes, chard, 
lettuce, and more from the garden,” says 
Noneman.

Volunteers are an essential part of the 
lunch program, assisting with serving, 
bussing, and clean-up, as well as keeping 
the lines running smoothly. “I’ve been doing 
this for about 30 years,” said hostess Phyllis 
Rose, as she handed out raffle tickets to 
all the guests. That day she was helping a 
friend, Sandra Kissig, to learn the ropes on 
her first day at the hostess table.

Longtime volunteer Rena Garliepp 
wheeled coffee, tea, and other beverages 
around to the diners while others helped in 

Lunch at the Harrah Senior Center
Everyone is welcome!

Below: Longtime volunteer Phyllis Rose, at right, 
shows new volunteer Sandra Kissig the ropes at the 
front table.
Bottom: Barb Sicard, left, and longtime volunteer 
Maggie Graham, celebrate their shared July 15 
birthdays with carnations at the center’s Birthday 
Lunch.
Below right: Dorothy Roediger, left, and Victoria 
Jorge stand under the “Volunteer Appreciation” sign.

The crowd at the 
Harrah Senior 
Center’s “Birthday 
Lunch” in July.

the kitchen. The dining hall was decorated 
with colorful posters created by board member 
Victoria Jorge in appreciation of all the 
volunteer assistance.  “We are very blessed 
to have them and Mariya,” said Noneman of 
the center’s Volunteer Coordinator Mariya 
Siddons.  More volunteers are always 
welcome. 

The August Birthday Lunch – also featuring 
turkey, gravy and mashed potatoes – will be 
held on Friday, August 29. On Monday, August 
18, lunch features spaghetti with meat sauce, 
green beans, green salad, French bread, 
watermelon and soup; the Thursday, August 
21 menu is tamale pie, squash, green salad, 
whole wheat roll, sherbet and salad bar; and 
on Friday, August 22, lunch features meatloaf 
with gravy, mashed potatoes, mixed veggies, 
black bean & corn salad, whole wheat roll, 
lemon bar and salad bar.

Lunch is held Monday through Friday from 
12 noon to 1 pm, with the salad bar and dining 
hall opening at 11:45 am. Prices are $5.50 
for seniors over 60 (or disabled), $7 for the 
general public, and $4 for kids under 7. Soup, 
crackers and beverage lunch only costs 
$3.50; and salad bar, beverage only costs 
$4.50. Discount punch cards are available 
with 10 meals for $50 for seniors and $65 for 
non-seniors, a discount of 50 cents per meal.

Menus are posted online at 
willitsseniorcenter.com, printed in the monthly 
Senior Center newsletter, and posted in the 
dining hall. The Harrah Senior Center is 
located at 1501 Baechtel Road. Call 459-
6826 for more info.

Kate Maxwell
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com
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National Forest is now 16th of 18 national forests in 
California in terms of marijuana eradication. In 2013, 
Tune said, more than 8,100 plants were eradicated on 
MNF lands.

The number of garden sites also has dwindled: 
Mendocino National Forest currently ranks 15 of 18 
in California for garden sites eradication, with only six 
gardens eradicated in 2013.

“We are seeing smaller sites and fewer plants,” 
Tune said. 

Allman told supervisors things are looking up for the 
national forest. “There’s an increase in hunters coming 
back to hunt, and there’s an increase in families leasing 
out national forest land for cattle grazing. This has got 
to be a good thing. But at the same time, there has 
been a vast increase in backyard residential grows, 
and there’s been an increase in growing on private 
timberland.”

Supervisor John Pinches asked Tune if she had 
sensed any movement in the upper echelons of the 
U.S. Forest Service administration to move the forest 
management philosophy back to the “multiple-use” 
formula that characterized national forest management 
prior to the northern spotted owl transformation that 
took place early in the Clinton administration. 

Tune told Pinches the forest management 
philosophy was already “multiple use.” She added a 
“culture shift of our social norms” had taken place and 
there was little the forest service could do about it. She 
noted in southeastern Arizona, where she had begun 
her forest service career, the big cattle ranches that 
had once surrounded the national forest and leased 
land inside it have disappeared.

“More and more people are moving into urban areas, 
and these ranches are being turned into ranchettes. 
They’re being broken apart when they’re sold,” Tune 
said.

“We put out three timber sales last year,” she added. 
“All three of ’em were under litigation. We lost one, and 
we ended up having to pay the attorney, and the other 
two are still being litigated against.

“So, are we moving timber off the land? No. Because 
every time we put out a sale, or a bid, we either get no 
bids, or, we get litigated against.”

Tune said she wanted to change the way Mendocino 
National Forest puts out timber sales. “That’s why I’m 
here to look at doing business differently, so if we do 
get litigated we can take it to court. The other part is, 
we are looking at collaboration, and getting everybody 
involved up front, so we can design our project with 
multiple voices at the table, so we understand all the 
values and can start looking at improving the land 
base for multiple use.” 

“Don’t give up,” Pinches told her.

MCOG secures grant for Covelo trail
Mendocino Council of Governments Executive 

Director Phil Dow told supervisors MCOG has been 
awarded a $847,000 grant to begin the process 
of building a mile-long mixed-use trail in the Round 
Valley area. 

The trail will run north-south from East Road near 
central Covelo to Biggar Lane near the Round Valley 
Reservation, and will be reserved for non-motorized 
transportation.

There will also be an east-west component of the 
trail system, which will terminate near one of the 
Round Valley schools. 

Dow said he is confident that when he goes back 
to the California Transportation Commission next year 
to ask for construction funding, the CTC will not fail to 
give it to MCOG. 

Dow said he was proud of a number of things in 
connection with this grant. Firstly, he said, it was a 
great project that looked very good when considered 
along with other grants submitted by other jurisdictions 
across the state. 

Dow added he had held community meetings in 
Covelo and Round Valley and folks who attended the 
meeting said they wanted a trail or a path that would 
run from East Road to Biggar Lane. Dow said he was 
pleased to be able to write up a grant to give them 
what they wanted. 

He noted the process and timeline for the grant was 
remarkably speedy. Dow said MCOG adopted the 
study in February 2014, submitted the application in 
May, and was awarded the grant in early August.

“It doesn’t always work that way,” he said. 

precedence over the powers of both the 
state and federal governments, and also 
over certain powers given to corporations. 

The ballot measure has thrown 
supervisors into some confusion.

Supervisor John McCowen believes the 
Community Rights Network ballot measure 
“is unconstitutional for five or six different 
reasons.” Supervisor Carre Brown said she 
thought people who signed the initiative 
petition had been deceived because they 
were told it was an anti-fracking ballot 
measure but, in reality, it is more of a local 
control ordinance.

“I think this is wrong,” Brown said. 
Supervisor Dan Hamburg argued the 

board should adopt its own anti-fracking 
ordinance. 

“I think we should do this because if this 
initiative passes – which I think it will – and 
if it is thrown out of court – which everyone 
here believes that it will be – then at least 
we will have this [i.e., the supervisors’ 
ordinance] to fall back on,” Hamburg said.

Supervisor Dan Gjerde sided with 
Hamburg, and moved the board adopt its 
own ordinance. But only he and Hamburg 
favored that action. Supervisors John 
Pinches, McCowen and Brown voted 
against adoption.

If the Community Rights Network 
measure passes and is thrown out in 
court, or if voters fail to approve it, then 
supervisors could still enact their own 
anti-fracking ordinance, if there were three 
votes to do so.

After a bit of a respite from smoke, Willits 
residents woke up Wednesday morning 
to a heavy fog that smelled like smoke. 
Mendocino County Air Pollution Control 
Officer Robert Scaglione confirmed that air 
quality in Willits, Laytonville and Leggett 
Wednesday morning was about as bad as 
it has been since this fire started, well into 
the “hazardous” zone. 

Air quality in Willits normally ranges 
between 0 to 12 micrograms per cubic 
meter, “which is very good quality,” 
Scaglione said. “About 12 to around 35 is 
called ‘moderate’ air quality. It’s still very 
breathable air, but if you’re really sensitive, 
you might have problems.” Wednesday 
morning, air quality measurements in Willits 
were up in the 80s and 90s. 

Scaglione said the latest update from 
CalFire is that residents should expect 
smoke impacts of one kind or another for 
the next 30 to 60 days despite, he said, 
“the admirable job” firefighters have done 
containing the fire so far.

Some of the containment lines built 
around the fire can now be driven and 
patrolled by firefighters. “We are not 
worried about the fire jumping this line at 
all,” CalFire spokesman Steve Kauffman 
said, pointing on a map to areas on the 
west side of the fire.

CalFire was hopeful to gain more 
containment on the fire midweek. “We are 
hoping in the next 24 hours that we turn 
the corner and be a little bit above that 50 
percent mark,” Kauffman said.

CalFire says interior areas of the fire 
will continue to burn and may be visible to 
Highway 101 drivers. 

Work continues on contingency lines in 
the area of Cahto Peak and Ten Mile Creek.

A small amount of relief came to some 
residents when CalFire reduced evacuation 

orders to warnings for people in Camp 
Seabow, Bowman Ranch, Hunt Ranch, Tan 
Oak Park, Elk Creek and Mad Creek areas. 

After community meetings like the ones 
held at Harwood Hall and in Leggett, 
residents are welcome to talk one-on-one 
with firefighters about their property. 

“We want to give you as much information 
as possible,” said Mendocino County 
Sheriff Tom Allman, adding, “God bless 
Facebook; it is spreading a lot of rumors.”

An evacuation order for areas south of 
Highway 101, west of Cummings Road to 
Leggett covering The Hermitage, Big Bend 
and Camp St. Michael remains in effect.

Jim Shields of the Laytonville County 
Water District reported the district is at 
about 70 to 100 percent full at its water 
tanks, but that means operations around 
the clock.

Shields remains confident the district 
can provide water for those with a serious 
emergency water need. “We will process 
that application for water – but it has to be 
for emergency purposes.”

In Leggett, the American Red Cross has 
set up an evacuation shelter at the Leggett 
School at 1 School Way. 

Dry lightning also struck across northern 
parts of the state earlier this week, but area 
CalFire firefighters said there were no new 
lightning fires in Mendocino County.

Lodge Fire by-the-numbers as of 
Wednesday evening: 12 injuries, 16 
threatened buildings, $27 million spent, 170 
fire engines, 57 fire crews, 29 bulldozers, 
13 helicopters, 29 water tenders, 2,249 
firefighting personnel (down a bit from 
2,324 Tuesday night). 

Additional reporting on this story was 
done by Jennifer Poole

some of the work going on there 
in the last month or so.” He noted 
trucks were working daytime only, 
and may continue through the end 
of this week.

Frisbie said Caltrans was, as 
per its agreement with the Army 
Corps of Engineers, studying 
ways to reduce fill in the northern 
interchange area. “There’s not 
going to be any huge change 
there,” he said. “This is still the 
first phase of a four-lane bypass. 
We’re not going to make any major 
changes that would preclude the 
second phase, or add significant 
costs to the second phase, 
whenever we receive funding for 
that.”

One option Caltrans is 
considering is eliminating the 
planned roundabout east of the 
current Highway 101 and replacing 
it with a standard intersection 
between the off and on ramps 
and what will then be the frontage 
road. Another option is tightening 
up the width of the footprint of the 
“spread diamond” interchange, by 
bringing in the ramps tighter to the 
highway. 

Replacing the roundabout at 
the north end with a standard 
intersection means stop signs, just 
as there will be stop signs at the 
southern end. It also means the 
possibility of eliminating one of the 
bridges: “Our plans show removing 
the current culvert that’s under 
Highway 101 at Upp Creek, but if 
we eliminate the roundabout, then 
we might not remove that culvert, 
and so that might be eliminating a 
bridge, too,” Frisbie said.

“While we’re studying it out, 
we do have some ideas on 
locations where we may be able 
to reduce the fill,” he said, “and 
we are communicating that to 
our contractor, so when they start 
hauling soil, they will be avoiding 
adding additional fill to areas that 
might be eliminated in a redesign.

“That’s how we are going to 
move forward with the fill … by 
bringing fill in, this fill is not going 
to preclude us from reducing the 
impacts to wetlands,” Frisbie said. 

Frisbie also said fill from the mill 
site will continue to be tested for 
contaminants, naturally occurring 
and otherwise, as it’s excavated. 
“All areas have to be tested; that’s 
part of the permitting,” he said. 

Haul trucks moving the 
estimated 800,000 cubic yards of 
fill from the mill site will start off 
working during the day, but as they 
ramp up, the contractor “may shift 
to nights or add nights – they may 
be running multiple shifts – to get 
the soil out there to ensure the soil 
is settling over the winter.”

Frisbie said, in addition to the 
steel beams recently placed 
across East Hill Road, “just within 
the last few days,” contractors 
placed steel beams across Center 
Valley Road at the Shusters 
Transportation yard. “We were 
able to place that without shutting 
down the road,” Frisbie said, “due 
to the extra staging area provided 
by the Shusters parking lot.” Traffic 
was stopped only intermittently, as 
each beam was placed.

“Sometime in the next couple 
of weeks,” Frisbie said, “we’re 
going to start pouring concrete on 
sections of the viaduct.” 

about. Leler says she wants to improve the quality of Willits drinking water.
“I have two things: transparency in water and government – where the money goes,” 

Leler says. “The other thing is resources. I look around town, and we have incredible 
resources we are wasting.”

The city council’s five current members include Stranske, Orenstein, Holly Madrigal, 
Madge Strong and Bruce Burton.
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