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Willits Property Management owner Doug Johnson, left, with Carrie Feigel, administrative professional,
and Mary Ann Pergler, administrative assistant, right, are happy to greet you and help with all your rental
needs at their new location at 284 South Main Street.
Photos by Ree Slocum
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Stop by their new office across from the Post Office to learn more
about services for renters and rental property owners
Willits Property Management moved to 284 South Main
Street, across the street from the Post Office, in January
this year. Owner Doug Johnson had been working with the
building owner for a year and a half
Ree Slocum
before the move.
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“The inside was just a shell, and we
had it designed like our previous office
that we liked. So we duplicated the walls and kitchenette.
Everything is new inside, from the offices and furniture to the
kitchen and bathroom,” he said.
Willits Property Management helps owners of home,
apartment, duplex and commercial properties find renters for
their buildings. The company also help potential renters find
a perfect match for their needs. They offer full service options
for renters.
“Renters can come in and make payments, give notice, and
talk about any problems they’re having with the rental. We’re
always open-minded and pleasant,” Johnson said.
Willits Property Management has been in business since
2010, and the company has flourished and doubled in those
years. They now represent about 100 owners in Willits and
Brooktrails.

When asked how the housing market is currently, Johnson
enthusiastically replied: “It’s doing really well right now.
There’s inventory for people to move into. In the past it was
pretty limited with not many rentals. We’re seeing that logjam
move along.”
There are teachers moving into the area as well as fire
personnel, law enforcement, and hospital employees – all
looking for good housing.
If you’re interested in finding a new place to live or to house
your business, or you have property you’d like managed, stop
by Willits Property Management’s new location at 284 South
Main Street and talk with them. They have lists of properties,
along with application and verification sheets to fill out for
renters.
Johnson suggests applicants have back-up for everything
on the application, around income, tenant references, and
credit. “These are the types of things we consider when
making our decisions. The more information you can give us,
the better.”
Visit Willits Property Management on Facebook or call 4595975 for more information.
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As you drive up your long
private paved driveway the
gates swing open. Just ahead
is your 4-car garage. You
will be impressed as you
enter this renovated 3 bdrm.,
2 bath home. Beautiful new windows, new flooring and new paint
inside and out. Travertine surrounds the renovated baths and the
kitchen remodel includes new appliances and granite counter tops.
There’s central heat and air conditioning plus the living room
fireplace has a granite hearth. $484,400

Willits Property Management’s new logo on their front
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Stillness

I just finished reading travel writer, Pico Iyer’s book “The Art of Stillness – Adventures
in Going Nowhere.” He wrote this profoundly life-affirming book short so it can be read in
one sitting if you want. In my case, I read it over several days to savor and absorb the
message. As Iyer says: “In an age of constant movement, nothing is more
urgent than sitting still.”
Since my profession for nearly 30 years has been helping people sell and
buy homes, I often think about what a “home” actually is. It’s certainly more
than “real estate,” something attached to the Earth.

Catholic monk, writer and mystic Thomas Merton, near the end of his life in the monastery,
moved to an even more remote cabin far away from the main complex and found that even
his remote cabin didn’t offer him the stillness he desired. There were no cell phones or
personal computers in Merton’s day. His home was an attempt to go deeper
inside on a more contemplative, spiritual journey. That journey doesn’t have
to be religious. It’s a personal need to answer that perhaps unanswerable
yet irresistible question, “Why do I exist?”
I seldom listen to the “news” anymore. Sometimes mass media has
become a tool to manufacture desire, fear and thoughts about stuff we don’t
need in order to be human or happy. It just disturbs my peace of mind. I have
never joined Facebook because I read their 70+ page “privacy policy” which
basically says when you use Facebook you have no privacy. Everything you
do on it, and everyone you “friend” is recorded and used to create a profit
center for the company. As I understand it, you even give them permission to
look into unrelated files in your computer.

A home has as many different concepts as there are people. Ultimately,
I suppose, it’s a kind of shelter. For some, home is a cardboard box. For
others a home is a sprawling multimillion dollar, big “something” that fits their
ego needs. For most of us it’s something in between. All are shelter.
What if a home is also something more? What if it’s inside oneself? Of
course, to some extent home is a feeling inside you. Where do you feel
sheltered emotionally as well as physically?
Getting back to stillness, Iyer points out the obvious. Most of us are
connected virtually all the time in this new “electronic age.” Recently, on the
very popular National Public Radio program “Fresh
Air” hosted by Terry Gross, guest Geoffrey A. Fowler,
technology columnist for the Washington Post, was
interviewed.

Bill Barksdale
Columnist, GRI Realtor®

His research revealed how our electronic
“personal assistants” such as Apple’s Siri and
Google’s Alexa are actually listening to you all the
time! Spying. They can even record what’s going on
in the privacy of your home, car and other places,
even when you are asleep!

Unless it’s changed, that’s what you agree to when you click “I Agree”!
Stillness has a strong appeal for me. I’m currently reading a biography of
the great 20th century artist, Willem de Kooning. It’s
reminding me why art, all of the arts, are so essential
to survival and maintaining freedom – and stillness.
The arts are often the first thing that some political
engineers want eliminated from our schools.

Sonoma Clean Power’s
Advanced Energy Rebuild
incentive program honored

Ironically, the creative process, the arts, also
teach us how to invent, problem-solve and think for
ourselves. It’s in the stillness of the artist’s studio,
the collaboration of a theater, or at a desk faced with
the empty page that creation unfolds.
Stillness is really quite revolutionary. Disconnecting
is a revolution. Is it possible? I don’t know, perhaps
selectively. That’s something we, as a society and
you as an individual have to think about.

We already know that everything you do on the
internet, every phone conversation and text are
recorded in some electronic database, but did you
know that many of the apps you load onto your
computer and smart phone also track, literally, your
location and constantly listen in on you? There
are even “smart” devises like thermostats in your
home that record when someone walks past it.
Your wireless phone, computer and some security
systems are also microphones and even cameras
that allow those with the technology, to hear and see
what you are doing in your home!

Submitted by Sonoma Clean Power
Sonoma Clean Power, the public electricity provider for Sonoma and Mendocino counties, was a
co-recipient of the Grand Award at this year’s Bay Area Metro Awards, which recognizes individuals
and organizations advancing solutions to ease the housing crisis, improve the transportation
system, and make the nine-county region more resilient.

In her book “It’s Never Too Late to Begin Again,”
Julia Cameron suggests her reader write three fullsize pages, freehand, first thing each morning. Write
anything without censoring yourself, anything that
comes to mind. It can be trivial or profound. Just fill
up the three pages as an exercise in examining the
contents of your mind. In the stillness of the early
morning before the commotion that grabs at your
attention, you are with yourself alone and free to
discover what really matters to you.

Am I just paranoid or is this real? It’s real.
“The Art of Stillness” reveals that many
technology CEOs and developers take times when
they “disconnect,” because they realize that being
connected all the time can make them crazy. I have
felt that way myself, so I don’t stay connected all
the time. My “smart phone” makes little beeps
and boops that alert me when someone has sent
me a message, often junk. I just don’t want to be
connected that much. It’s not healthy.

Every year, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission and the Association of Bay Area
Governments host the Metro Awards to highlight regional efforts that are having positive impacts
on the Bay Area’s mobility, affordability, and community resilience.
Sonoma Clean Power won the Grand Award alongside Santa Rosa CityBus, Sonoma County
Transit, and Napa Vine Transit for “their work to save lives, protect communities, and aid in
rebuilding in response to the October 2017 North Bay fires.”
After the fires, Sonoma Clean Power quickly established their Advanced Energy Rebuild
program, in partnership with Pacific Gas and Electric Company and the Bay Area Air Quality
Management District, to support residents in the rebuilding process.

Read ”The Art of Stillness,” or tune into Pico Iyer on
YouTube. You may find answers, even an expanded
definition of home in “Stillness.” Something to think
about.

“There was just this horrible loss that we were dealing with of over 6,000 homes being destroyed.
So, we thought what could we do as a public agency to really help rebuild our community? And
that’s how Advanced Energy Rebuild came about,” said Rachel Kuykendall, senior programs
manager at Sonoma Clean Power.

Bill Barksdale was a 2016 inductee into the Realtor®
Hall of Fame. He is an agent at Coldwell Banker
Mendo Realty Inc. He can be reached at 707-4892232 or bark@pacific.net.

Advanced Energy Rebuild offers incentives of up to $17,500 to help residents build energyefficient and carbon-free homes. The Advanced Energy Rebuild homes will emit less pollution, use
less energy, and save homeowners an average of $650 annually on their utility bills.
Over 200 residents in Sonoma Clean Power’s service territory are taking advantage of the
program’s incentives, with $985,000 having been invested thus far to help the community rebuild.
Collectively, the Advanced Energy Rebuild homes include 129kW of solar power and 141 kWh of
battery storage.

WESTWOOD REAL ESTATE

Due to its success, Advanced Energy Rebuild is now being replicated in other California
communities that have been impacted by wildfires, including Paradise, Napa County, and Butte
County.
At top: The “Grand Award” winners at the 2019 Bay Area Metro Awards. Multiple Sonoma
County agencies were recognized last month for their collective response to the 2017
North Bay fires. Above: Rachel Kuykendall, senior programs manager at Sonoma Clean
Power, shows off the award SCP won, along with other Sonoma County agencies, for “their
work to save lives, protect communities, and aid in rebuilding in response to the October
2017 North Bay fires.”
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“Zillow Premier Agents”

BUD GARMAN
C O N S T R U C T I O N

S E R V I C E S ,

I N C

707-459-5859
Buy one of both! The best views, privacy, water, sun and owner terms.
Two parcels totaling over 50 acres, two address and much more.

Offered at $899,000
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EA # 00105934 • CA DRE # 01854336 • CA Insurance LIC # 0H68496
Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered
through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS
Insurance Agency), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from
any other named entity. *These services are not offered through Cetera Financial
Specialists LLC **Investment email

Remodeling?
Showing Your
Home?
Need Extra Space?

Presented by: Jake McFadden

Safe & Easy Access
14 Sizes: 5x5 to 12x40
Call for Availability & Rates

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery
24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS
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Sonoma Clean Power is proud to serve the counties of Sonoma and Mendocino as a self-funded,
public electricity provider. SCP’s services are practical, affordable and inclusive, empowering
everyone to be part of the transition toward a clean energy future. To learn more, visit www.
sonomacleanpower.org or call 1-855-202-2139.

An individual, stand-alone and independent print piece
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Planning for a good retirement

Neighbors, friends: Your retirement is a reality – let’s
make it a good one!
Retirement conversations are taking place each day –
in my office, in the newspaper, on TV.
Retirement planning looks different for
each of us. I want to help you articulate
what you want in your retirement ... if
you haven’t already.

income rates when you withdraw – see below!
Here’s a little timeline to help you visualize retirement
planning stages:
• 20s to 49 years: Do your best to max out
your annual contribution to your IRA account(s)
– approximately $6,000/year.
• At 50: You can contribute a bit more to
make up for any contributions you weren’t able
to make before turning 50 – approximately
$6,500/year.

Key funders of your retirement years:
1.
Personal
investments

savings

and

• 62.5 years: You could start taking Social
Security benefits, but if you wait, you will get
larger monthly payouts.

2.
Tax-advantaged retirement
funds you contribute to every paycheck:
IRAs, individual retirement accounts.

• 65 years: Yay, eligible for Medicare!
Nicholas Casagrande
Every working person should be Columnist
• 67 years: Most everyone is eligible for full
using existing tax-advantaged tools
Social Security benefits.
- specifically, employment connected
• 70.5 years: By law you need to start withdrawing from
IRAs (traditional IRAs, Roth IRAs, 401Ks, self-employed
your
IRA account(s), or you may incur a tax. At 70.5 there is
plans (SEP IRA, SIMPLE IRA), etc.
a Required Minimum Distribution, or “RMD” level you need
Whether you are self-employed or work for a company to withdraw each year. Your RMD amount depends on how
– there is an IRA to “help” you plan and save for your
retirement “chapter” … generally beginning
when you’re in your mid-60s and lasting a good
30 years.

much you have in your account(s). One readily available
calculator is the one on the Charles Schwab website.
As is often the case, there are big and small things to
discuss so that you use the wisest retirement planning
tools to achieve your retirement expectations. I would be
happy to sit down with you and discuss an approach that
makes sense for you.
If you are avoiding the whole idea of retirement – please
stop!
Stop worrying, and start planning.
Nicholas Casagrande, EA, is an accountant and a
financial advisor. His firm, NC Financial Group, is a wealth
management firm serving individual clients as well as
small-to-medium-sized businesses. Client work includes
personal and corporate taxes, investment planning,
insurance, and real estate. NC Financial Group’s Willits
office is located at 675 South Main Street; contact 855240-6606 or nicholas@ncfinancialgroup.com (taxes) or
Nicholas.Casagrande@Ceterafs.com (investments) for
more information. This information is for general purposes
only. Please consult a financial professional for your own
situation. Individual circumstances do vary.

Dropped by your home insurer?

What to do ...

If you work for a company: You would
contribute to a traditional 401K, SIMPLE IRA,
Solo K, 401B – monies from your paycheck
that you contribute are not taxed – so you do
not pay taxes on these contributed monies.
This is helpful when you are doing your annual
taxes and determining if you owe taxes or if
you will get a refund.

Submitted by United Policyholders
In some parts of the country, home insurance is not
as available and affordable as in the past, so United
Policyholders is working hard to help consumers shop
for asset protection. Avoid wasting energy being angry or
scared when your insurer “breaks up” with you....

Very important: Your employer will contribute
to your retirement fund depending on how
much you contribute, so, don’t leave money on
the table by not contributing.

Don’t panic, start shopping. In California and most states
an insurer must give you 45 days notice before your policy
will expire, but it may take that long to find replacement
coverage that’s comparable and affordable.

Even if your employer does not make a
contribution, it is important for you to be on
an investment schedule securing your future.
Note: When you start to withdraw these monies
when you are 59 ½ or older – your withdrawals
will be taxed as regular income. If you can wait
until you are not working at all, you will be taxed
at the lowest income rate. More on this below.

Ask your insurer in writing why they are dropping you
and whether they will renew you if you make specific
home improvements. If you bought the expiring policy
through an agent, he or she may be able to help you get
the decision reversed or find a new policy. File a complaint

If you are self-employed: You can set up your
own tax-advantaged retirement account, using
one of these: SEP, SIMPLE, Solo K, Keough.
Again, you will not be taxed on contributions
you make … but you will be taxed at regular

with your state’s Department of Insurance if you feel your
insurance company is not acting lawfully.

their financial strength and compare their policy with the
coverage you had.

Seek help from an insurance broker. You can access
more options through a broker or “independent agent” than
a “captive” agent that only sells one company’s products.
If you’re in California, try using UP’s MatchUP Insurance
Finder tool at www.uphelp.org.

If all else fails, get a quote from your state’s insurer of
last resort. In California, it’s the Fair Plan, . Visit https://
www.cfpnet.com for more information. If you go that route,
try and buy a supplement to fill gaps.

Shop around. Ask trusted contacts for agent and broker
recommendations, use the Internet. Shop smart for a policy
that will cover the full amount it would cost to rebuild your
home in compliance with current building codes if it were to
be completely destroyed by a natural or manmade disaster.
To keep the cost down, consider a higher deductible.
Your choices may be limited. You may have to insure
your home through an unfamiliar brand/company. Check

California residents: Help us monitor this situation by
taking our confidential home insurance survey found at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YRY5729.
Want more info or resources? Visit www.uphelp.org.
United Policyholders – “Empowering the Insured” – is a
non-profit organization that serves as a voice and an
information resource for insurance consumers in all 50
states. To learn more, visit www.uphelp.org.
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(across from post office)

284 S. Main St.
Willits, CA 95490

Willits Rental Center
& Auto Repair

Independently
Owned & Operated

$289,000

Nicole Flamer

Audrey Low

707-354-2999

karena.jolley@gmail.com

707-354-2301

nicf707@gmail.com

707-972-0524

CalBRE #01932844

norcalhomes@yahoo.com

Monday - Friday 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Contact one of our experienced agents to find homes for sale in Willits or Mendocino County.

315 Robert Drive • Willits • (707) 456-1123

mendocinocountyproperties.com • coldwellbanker.com
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— Full Line Auto Repair and Service —
— Contractor and Homeowner Tool Rental —
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Living is easy on this magical retreat with gorgeous sunset views,
seasonal creek and stunning wildlife on over 20+/- acres. Mendocino
County is where nature comes together with all the comforts of home.
Experience deer hunting, salmon and steel-head fishing on the Eel River,
summer swimming, gardening and bird watching all right on your own
property. Delightful, well maintained, sunny and bright home with new
appliances, carpet, updated kitchen and bath.

Listed at $375,000 by the Hutcheon Buck Group

PO Box 1089 or 218 S. Humboldt Street. Willits, CA 95490
redwoodmortgage@att.net (707) 459-1038 Fax

CalBRE #01482063

2590 Coyote Road

3/2 on sunny lot featuring brand new roof and paint, new privacy
chain link fencing (large backyard), newer ﬂooring, remodeled
kitchen with upgraded cabinets, new fridge, dishwasher, range,
washer, dryer, garage and more!

CalBRE # 01219546; NML # 366784

Karena Jolley

Store Open Daily:
8:30 am to 6:30 pm
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Karena
Jolley

License #01482063

707-354-2999

Kelsi
Ryan

License #01932829

707-621-1818

mendorealestate@gmail.com

Call Kim Hutcheon - 707-494-9278
or Chris Buck - 707-239-4367
Kim C. Hutcheon, GRI
Realtor | Global Real Estate Advisor
DRE #01207046

Sonoma County

¨
Engel & Volkers,
Licensee of EV Real Estate, Inc.
328B Healdsburg Ave., Healdsburg,CA 95448 • Mobile: +1 (707) 494-9278
Website: kimhutcheon.EVrealestate.com • Email: kim.hutcheon@EVrealestate.com
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Budgeting sure can save you money

If you’re thinking about buying a home, increasing the
amount you can put toward a down payment can save you
thousands of dollars over the term of the loan. So, now’s
the time to streamline your finances.
One of the best ways to save money (and
safeguard your credit rating) is to run your
household on a budget. To create a budget,
review your recent credit card bills and bank
statements to see where you are spending
most of your money. I promise, you will be
surprised. You will also need to keep track of
the cash you spend (and what your spouse
spends) from your pocket. This is the toughest
part to keep track of because cash doesn’t
leave a paper trail.

A few years back, one of my Realtors was shocked
when she received her propane bill and saw that she was
charged $4.04/gallon. The reason for her shock was that
we compared bills and I was paying $2.46/gallon, and we
live next door to each other.

Richard Selzer
Columnist

Once you know what you spend, you can
begin to determine how you can reduce or eliminate
unnecessary expenditures. Do you really need a
landscaper or can Junior mow the lawn? Do you need all
those entertainment subscriptions (Netflix, Hulu, Amazon
Prime, and HBO), or could you live with a smaller package?
I realize I’m on dangerous ground here. I don’t want to
cause marital strife. If you and your partner differ on the
“essential” nature of your current subscriptions, maybe you
should see if you can cut elsewhere first.
Once you’ve cut or reduced non-essentials, it’s time to
look at essentials. Are you paying too much?

It’s easy to be complacent about recurring
bills (especially those you pay automatically
online), but you can save a lot of money if
you shop around. I recommend periodically
checking prices on everything from car and
home insurance to utilities to yard service. Be
sure to compare not only prices but what you
get for your money. You want the best value,
which may or may not be the lowest price.

A time-tested way for people to be successful
saving money is to put a little away every
month rather than trying to make big cuts over a short
time. Create an automatic transfer that sends a certain
percentage of your paycheck into a savings account titled,
“Our Own Home.” If you don’t make it automatic, it’s easy
to find excuses not to save.
Here are some other money-saving tricks.
• Write a list before you go shopping and stick to it.
Don’t let the tempting items at the end of an aisle or by the
register sneak into your cart.
• Invite friends over rather than going out. It’s a lot

cheaper to cook at home and more fun.
• Choose cheap fun. Plan an evening at the beach,
sitting around a fire pit to catch up.
• Have a yard sale or a garage sale. At Realty World
Selzer Realty, we provide free signs for those sales!
• Drink water from a refillable container. This has the
triple benefit of saving money, improving your health, and
being good for the environment.
• Pay attention to how much electricity you’re paying for.
Install a programmable thermostat, choose energy star
appliances, and turn off the lights when you leave the room.
• Like any habits you want to create, it can help to have
a buddy. Find a friend who has a similar goal and compare
notes to keep each other on track. Being accountable to
someone else seems to work better than being accountable
to ourselves.
If you have questions about real estate or property
management, contact me at rselzer@selzerrealty.com or
visit www.realtyworldselzer.com. If you have ideas for this
column, let me know. (If I use your suggestion in a column,
I’ll send you a $25.00 gift card to Roland’s Bakery!) If
you’d like to read previous articles, visit my blog at www.
realtyworldselzer.com/mendocino-county-real-estate-blog.
Dick Selzer is a real estate broker who has been in the
business for more than 40 years.

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday • Aug. 11, 2019 • 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

1861 Primrose Dr.
Willits

Tract house I’m not.
3 bedroom, 1.5-bath
chalet style log cabin.
Split level. A short jaunt
to Brooktrails Golf
Course or across
Primrose to fish. Not an
exercise enthusiast?
Adjacent to the property
you find a sitting area
alongside a bubbling
brook.

$329,000

Presented By:
Rosie Gonzalez
DRE #02083649

707-621-4000

Serving Mendocino County since 1976.
551 South Orchard Avenue • Ukiah • 707-462-4000
Each office is independently owned and operated.

MENDO REALTY, INC.

Tara Moratti

Broker-Associate
CalBRE #01420657

707-367-0389 - Cell
707-459-5389 ext. 106 - Office

2 WESTSIDE LOCATIONS

255 W. Mendocino Ave.
Tucked on a hill sits this 3 bedroom,
2 bathroom home with a lovely passive
solar sun room.
OFFERED AT: $310,000

134 Mill Creek Dr.
Entertainers Delight with this 3 bedroom,
2 bathroom home featuring grid tie solar.
OFFERED AT: $339,500

MENDOCINO COUNTY’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE COMPANY
1460 South Main Street, Willits • (707) 459-5389

www.LivInMendo.com • 1460 S. Main St., Willits • livinmendo@gmail.com
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Cute Home On 1.09+/- Acres

Successful business located in a high trafﬁc area.
Expansive 8,140 sq. ft. building is ideal for an
open show room. $999,000

Brooktrails, 1,088 sq. ft. with 2 bedrooms, 1 bath.
Private and quiet.
PRICE REDUCED TO $239,900

Delightful Move-in Ready Home

Busy Location!
Open Your Own Salon!

3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1,500 sq. ft. newly remodeled.
There are vaulted ceilings, new carpeting, laminate
ﬂooring, paint inside and out, a new 30 year roof. A
new dishwasher, stove and microwave will be installed
soon. It is clean and ready for your personal touch.
$272,900

Previously a hair salon and it would be an ideal
location. Busy foot trafﬁc and ample parking,
room to expand. $210,000

For information or an appointment to view please call:

Ruth Weston

707-459-4961 • 707-489-3333
CalBRE: 00990817
ruthweston@paciﬁc.net
557 South Main Street • Willits
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