
MSWMA 
chills garbage 
privatization 

move

At last Thursday’s 
meeting of the Mendocino 
Solid Waste Management 
Authority Board of 
Commissioners, MSWMA 
Chair Jim Brown announced 
that negotiations with City 
of Ukiah waste hauler C&S 
Waste Solutions to take over 
most of the responsibilities 
and programs of MSWMA 
have been placed on hold.

Instead, the board 
appointed MSWMA Office 
Manager Jennifer Lombari 
as interim general manager 
of the organization. The 
board also appointed an ad 
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Above: Everyone came out to enjoy the Hometown Celebration this year, including, from left: Natalie Kristiansen, left, with her 
daughter, Kali, and friend Dawn Soave Kuhn; the Johnson family, Natalie, Dolores, Clayton and John, in back; Marge and Reid 
Davidson; and Karen and Aleen Hernandez at the sidewalk sale in front of Off the Cuff. 

Above, left: The Live Oak Belgians pull the open-air carriage down Main Street during Friday’s Hometown Celebration. Above, right: 
2019 Willits Frontier Days Sweetheart contestant Jaden Doak makes her Queen run on horse, Brandy, during the Horsemanship judging 
portion of the contest. Below: Past Sweethearts pose together with this year’s contestant after the Poise and Personality portion of the 
competition including, from left: Liz Day (1979), Nicol Kunka (1988), Jaden Doak (contestant for 2019), Lilah Garman (2018), Tina Shull 
(2004) and Kathy Graves (1974).

At left: Jaden Doak models 
her Western wear at the Poise 
and Personality Sweetheart 
judging. Below: Skip Lucier 
serves up eggs at the Willits 
Lions Club Cowboy Breakfast. 
Below, right: Participants in the 
National Anthem Contest, from 
left: Gloriel Hulbert, Barbara 
O’Rearden, and sisters Julia and 
Lilian Hardy.

Fun at Frontier Days
93rd annual 4th of July celebration in full swing

The Hometown Celebration kicked off the festivities for 
this year’s Willits Frontier Days celebration on Friday, and 
a weekend full of events followed. Saturday, the Sweetheart 
Poise and Personality judging was held; Sunday morning 
was the Lions Club Cowboy Breakfast; the WFD Horse 
Show, the Sweetheart Horsemanship judging, and the 
National Anthem Contest. Check out photos and info about 
all these events – and those upcoming! – inside today’s 
edition of Willits Weekly!

Great Race
Willits graced with more than 

100 vintage cars Tuesday
Locals and visitors received a treat Tuesday when the 

Great Race road rally for pre-1972 vehicles made a stop 
for lunch at the Rec Grove Park, including this 1966 Chevy 
Impala, at left, and this 1952 Hudson Hornet, above. More 
photos and info in next week’s Willits Weekly. 

Photos by Maureen Moore

Photos by Mathew Caine

Photo by Marcy Barry

School board 
OKs calendar 

with 
fewer 

‘minimum 
days’

A considerable portion of 
the Willits Unified School 
District’s Board of Trustees 
June 19 meeting was 
devoted to discussion of 
changes to the 2019/20 
calendar for all district 
schools.

The changes include the 
addition of a professional 
development day for 
teacher continuing 
education, the addition of 
six minimum (get-out-early) 
days on the Thursdays and 

CalFire 
suspends 

burn 
permits 
as of July 1

Submitted by CalFire, 
Mendocino Unit

After another wet winter, 
warming temperatures and 
winds are quickly drying 
out the abundant annual 
grass crop. The increasing 
fire danger posed by the 
high volume of dead grass 
and hotter, drier conditions 
in the region is prompting 
CalFire to suspend all 
burn permits for outdoor 
residential burning within 
the State Responsibility 
Area of Mendocino County.

This suspension takes 
effect at 12:01 am on 

History of 
Harris Quarry 

lawsuits

Between 2012 and 2014, 
local environmental group 
Keep the Code sued the 
County of Mendocino twice 
in response to the county 
board of supervisors’ 
actions concerning the 
Harris Quarry, a gravel 
extraction operation located 
about seven miles south 
of Willits, just south of 
Ridgewood Summit.

After seven years of court 
room filings and counter-
filings, on November 30, 
2018, the Court of Appeal of 
the First Appellate District 
of the State of California 
rendered judgment on both 
cases. 

In the first case, 
concerning the county’s 
granting of vested rights to 

McGuire holds 

rails-to-
trails 

meeting

State Senator Mike 
McGuire told an audience of 
about 200 people gathered 
at the Ukiah Convention 
Center on Saturday that the 
campaign to build the Great 
Redwood Trail from San 
Francisco Bay to Humboldt 
Bay has begun.

McGuire said the project 
would take years, and that 
the June 22 town meeting 
would be the first of many. 

In general, what McGuire 
is calling the Great 
Redwood Trail will run 
directly over the 316 miles 

‘Measure B: 
Where Are 

We?’
This report by the 
Mendocino County Grand 
Jury, “Measure B: Mental 
Health Treatment Act: 
Where Are We?,” was 
released on June 19, 2019. 

Summary: Mental illness 
is a crisis in our county and 
our country. Measure B, 
a sales tax initiative, was 
an attempt by Mendocino 
County to address this 
crisis. It passed by more 
than two-thirds of the 
electorate in November 
2017 and reflected the 
concerns of county 
residents. The voters 
agreed people suffering 
mental illness and/or drug 
addiction need treatment, 
not jail or confinement in 
facilities in other counties.

At this time, Mendocino 
County does not have 
a dedicated crisis 
stabilization unit (CSU), 
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What do YOU think?
Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from our readers

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com. 
Letters focusing on Willits and Third District issues, activities, events 
and people have priority. Willits Weekly prints letters from residents 
of Willits and the Third District only. To encourage a variety of 
voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication from any one writer to 
once every four weeks. 

TTyped letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits, 
CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and commentaries must 
be submitted with a name, address and phone number, although 
only the author’s name and city of residence will be published. No 
letters from an anonymous source will be published, although a 
request to withhold the writer’s name will be considered.

The Rules: LETTERS

Have a healthy start to the school year with free sports physicals, 
health screenings, education, backpacks and so much more! We will 
also have free haircuts so they can feel good and look good for school! 

This is a FREE event provided by Adventist Health Howard Memorial 
and our community partners as part of our commitment to help 
our community live well. A parent or guardian must be present with 
child(ren), to receive supplies. 

The Back to School Fair includes: 
✔ Sports Physicals
✔ Haircuts

✔ Screenings
✔ Information 

And more!

I T ’ S  C O O L  T O  B E  R E A D Y  F O R  S C H O O L

3 Marcela Drive in Willits  
(in front of the hospital)

Back to School Fair

Saturday, July 14
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

CALL (707) 456-3185  
FOR MORE INFO

Join us for a fun event to help children of all ages  
get ready for BACK to SCHOOL. 

FREE  
EVENT!

Car Giveaway
Senior center volunteer Nancy Butler 

chosen as recipient of Ford Fusion 
 at Hometown Celebration

Thanks to Carstar Yokum’s Body Shop, Warranty Motors, Ace Copy 
& Shipping, Mehtlan Insurance Agency, Family Tree Service, and all the 

people who participated in over 100 nominations, 
Willits Senior Center volunteer Nancy Butler is 
driving home in her new used car. 

Her Ford Fusion will enable her to drive to the senior center rather 
than – as she has been doing – take the bus three times a week up 
to Willits to volunteer. She can now go on her journey to Pismo Beach 
without having to rent a vehicle, and she can generally just be more 
mobile. 

Chosen by the Willits Rotary giveaway selection committee for her 
tireless work at the senior center and in the community, Butler was 
grateful for the car and the donated $500 gas card as well as $500 
toward insurance.

Butler said she suspected she might be the winner, as her co-workers 
at the senior center “have all been whispering around me and asking 
weird questions. I’ve been working at the senior center for about four 
years and the questions they asked me recently, they’ve never asked 
before. People have been asking me questions about cars.”

This was the third year of the Car Giveaway at the Hometown 
Celebration, which was on Friday, June 21.

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

Above: Nancy Butler displays the keys to 
the Ford Fusion she was awarded as part 
of the 3rd annual Car Giveaway sponsored 
by Willits businesses. At right, from top: 
Jeff Yokum and Martin Rodriguez thank the 
sponsors: Carstar Yokum’s Body Shop, 
Warranty Motors, Ace Copy & Shipping, 
Mehtlan Insurance Agency, and Family Tree 
Service. Willits Senior Center volunteer 
Nancy Butler is announced as the winner of 
the car giveaway at Hometown Celebration on 
Friday. Macee Yokum, Martin Rodriguez, and 
Lisa and Jeff Yokum hang out at Hometown 
Celebration on Friday before announcing 
the winner of the car giveaway. Below: Jeff 
Yokum addresses the Hometown crowd as he 
announces the Car Giveaway winner.

Photos by Mathew Caine

Missing the point
To the Editor:
The recent Grand Jury 
report raised questions as to 
the interaction of the county 
administrator and the board 
of supervisors. While most of the comments 
were constructive, the report itself misses 
the point that county government is more 
efficient and economically sound than it 
has been in the last two generations that I 
have closely watched county government.
The administrator has brought together all 
the departments to work as a team rather 
than as independent kingdoms, and some 
eggs had to be broken to accomplish a 
revamped county government.
However, look at the result. Mendocino 
County is economically sound, in contrast 
to it being on the municipal bankruptcy 
watch 10 or so years ago, and as a general 
matter more county services are  provided 
with an efficient workforce.  For example, 
something as important as transparency 
in government has been advanced by a 
streamlined Public Records Act request 
process.
While I am not a cheerleader for the 
administrator on all issues,  the Grand 
Jury report missed the forest for the trees.  
We need more of the same, not less. The 
results tell the tale.  

Christopher J. Neary, Willits

Thrift Shop Grand Opening
To the Editor:
On Saturday, June 29, the Agape Thrift 
Store, located at 354 North Main Street, 
will have their Grand Opening.
Since taking over the store on March 
15, Agape Bible Church has renovated, 
cleaned and upgraded the old blue barn just 
north of town by Cal’s Garage. The ribbon-
cutting ceremony will be at 10 am, and 
the Agape Youth Group will be fundraising 
with hotdogs, water and popcorn until early 
afternoon.
The Thrift Store provides needed clothing 
for people in need – and a free tie or scarf 
for anyone who has an upcoming job 
interview! They are open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 to 5 and accept donations 
on those days from 10 to 3. The store is 
filled with housewares, tools, collectables 
and knick-knacks.
Saturday’s festivities include lots of great 
deals like 40 percent off of all antiques, 
jewelry, and lighting fixtures.
Come check us out and have the kids BBQ 
you a few hotdogs! 

Steve Thrift, Willits

Go see ‘Off The Map’
To the Editor:
Last night I attended opening night of 
WCT’s latest live theater offering, “Off The 
Map,” and I thoroughly enjoyed it for many 
reasons. 
Opening night shared the time slot with 
Willits’ wonderful Hometown Celebration 

which filled the sidewalks and streets 
with our friends and neighbors enjoying a 
temperate evening. So I can understand 
why there weren’t more people attending 
this incredible show. That can be corrected 
in the next two weeks of the show’s run.
Incredible show. Incredible acting. 
Incredible set. Incredible direction by Jim 
Williams. Incredible script. I’m a faithful 
attendee of most every WCT event, be it 
their live plays or live music, and this show 
is frankly one of the best. 
I loved the script. It was honest, funny, 
human and humane and ... real. No 
pretensions or false notes. 
I also loved the evenness of the acting 
performances. Each actor knew their lines, 
showed ease and natural connection to 
their characters on stage. No small parts – 
each had plenty of quality lines and rang 
true with their characters.
Kelly Kesey, a wonderful actress generally, 
has the good fortune to play the adult 
version of Bo, and she is the flashback 
character. She gets to offer a sensitive 
oral interpretation of the playwright Joan 
Ackermann’s best reflective prose, as 
good as anything written, deep, thoughtful, 
loving.
And then there’s the showstopper, Saichi 
Bills, playing the pre-teen, younger Bo. 
Her enthusiasm for life, and love for her 
family and friends is utterly contagious. 
This young woman is a natural on stage. 
Her movements, voice and persona are a 
joy to watch.
Steve Marston plays Bo’s father, Charley. 
Charley is depressed, very depressed. 
Many of us can relate to being depressed. 
But that’s him, and not the play. His family 
and his close friend, George, do what 
they can, with constancy and love, to help 
Charley. Do they succeed?
His wife, Arlene, played with a deep, loving 
consistency by first-timer Terri Boudreaux, 
is inspirational as a woman dealing with an 
insurmountably depressed husband. It’s 
hard to believe this is her first time on the 
boards of community theater. 
William Gibbs is played by another first-
time actor, Josiah Florido. Gibbs is a new 
IRS agent who shows up because the 
family, who has not much income, has not 
had much thought of filing tax returns either. 
Josiah is wonderful in his understated 
interpretation of a fish out of water. “Honey, 
I don’t think we’re in Albuquerque any 
more....” They’re off the map! 
Last and not at all least, Rod Grainger 
plays George. George is a quiet man; he 
doesn’t speak that much, but carries a 
large presence. He’s a loved and faithful 
family friend and shows up as a surrogate 
dad for Bo, the younger. Rod plays him 
sweetly and in a perfect, understated way.
It feels good to witness this play. I’m 

still resonating with the 
experience. 
This is a busy time in Willits 
and Mendocino County. 
Carve out a chunk of time 
to have a meal at one of our 
local restaurants and go see 
“Off The Map.” You’ll thank 
me later.
The remaining schedule 
and showtimes: 
June 27, 28 and 29: 7:30 

pm; June 30: 2 pm matinee; July 5 and 6: 
7:30 pm; and July 7: 2 pm matinee.

Henry Shebitz, Willits

Thank you
To the Editor:
Willits Community Services and Food 
Bank wishes to express our most sincere 
appreciation to Jason Wells, Judson 
Howe and Cici Winiger of Adventist Health 
Howard Memorial for the exceptional “red 
carpet” welcome and hosting of our Food 
Bank Volunteer Recognition Dinner, held 
on May 19, 2019. 
The hospital’s Roots Restaurant provided 
the gift of a lovely buffet of salmon, 
couscous, assorted grilled vegetables, rice 
and more, served in the hospital board 
room. Tables were elegantly set and ready 
for our volunteers, board members, staff, 
and guests who heard introductions and 
thanks to the hospital for such splendid 
ambiance and culinary delights. 
Following the scrumptious meal, each 
volunteer was honored with a glowing 
description of duties and length of service, 
along with gifts of a card, flowers and a 
Sparetime Supply $10 gift certificate. 
Volunteer Roberta “Bobbie” Powell received 
an additional gift: a glass wind chime 
of colorful hummingbirds, recognizing 
15 years of compassionate volunteer 
service.  Other honored volunteers were 
Carole Aleshire, Linda Kostanecki, Greg 
Kanne, Lily Phoenix, Dean Bauman, John 
Almeida, Janice Cinek, Diana Hoyt and 
Blake Holland.
Additional gratitude goes to board members 
Clancy Rash, John Glyer, John Wagenet, 
Carol Orton, and Virginia Jorge for help 
with the event.  Dr. John Glyer coordinated 
the planning with Adventist Health Howard 
Memorial CEO Jason Wells, chief financial 
officer Judson Howe, and marking and 
communications manager Cici Winiger. 
Thank you Howard Memorial for your 
outstanding generosity in supporting 
the food bank volunteers. With sincere 
appreciation,

Ruthanne Volz,  
executive director, WCS

Harris Quarry decision 
should be reconsidered
To the Editor:
The following open letter was originally 
directed to Fourth District Supervisor 
Dan Gjerde with copies to the remaining 
supervisors:
I am directing this open letter to you 
[Supervisor Gjerde], because you appeared 
to be the swing vote when the Mendocino 
County Board of Supervisors agreed at its 
meeting of June 18, 2019, to retain original 
jurisdiction of land use matters pertaining 
to the Harris Quarry on Ridgewood Grade 
just off U.S. 101. (I also am sending copies 
to all the other board members and local 
news media.)
As discussed in detail below, I believe 
the board took that action after receiving 
erroneous and unrebutted information 
from the applicant owners of Harris Quarry. 
When I stood up at the June 18 meeting 
and attempted to tell the board that it was 
being deceived, the chair of the board 
refused to recognize me. Accordingly, 

I now ask that the board 
reconsider this matter in 
light of the truth regarding 
the very significant and 
complex issues regarding 
the application to expand 
Harris Quarry and to build 

an asphalt production plant onsite.
As you know, the authority for the board to 
retain such original jurisdiction on land use 
matters rather than routing them through 
the planning commission is provided by 
Sec. 2.54.010 of the Mendocino County 
Code, which states in pertinent part: “the 
Board of Supervisors hereby deems it 
appropriate and necessary to reserve to 
itself the functions of the planning agency 
when time is of the essence with respect 
to any permit or approval, based on 
the project’s special contribution to the 
county’s general welfare and economic 
or environmental well-being, including, 
but not limited to, projects that provide 
substantial employment opportunities, 
support necessary government services, 
and involve county-wide infrastructure 
improvements....”
Please note that the first condition to be met 
before the board has legal authority to take 
such action is that “time is of the essence,” 
i.e., that there is some compelling time-
related reason to speed up the land-use 
planning process. To satisfy this essential 
and primary condition, both
the attorney for Harris Quarry and the 
quarry manager testified that the quarry 
would be required to shut down, probably 
in July, when it reached the 75,000 cubic 
yard annual production limit imposed by its 
original conditional use permit.
This claim that the quarry’s closure is 
imminent is patently false; by order of the 
Mendocino County Superior Court, that 
75,000 cubic yard production limit may not 
be imposed.
As you know, Judge Richard Henderson 
signed a peremptory writ of mandate on 
December 21, 2015, concluding a years-
long legal battle between the owners of 
Harris Quarry and a group called Keep the 
Code.
The first two paragraphs of the writ are 
immaterial to the matters now at issue, but 
Paragraph 3 of the proposed writ presented 
to Judge Henderson would have required 
that the county must “Prohibit quarrying 
activities at Harris Quarry in excess of the 
rate of 75,000 cubic yards per year allowed 
under Harris Quarry’s previous conditional 
use permit (#UR 19-83/95).”
However, Judge Henderson struck out this 
provision before signing the writ, and his 
actions subsequently were affirmed by the 
Court of Appeal.
By this action, it appears that the quarry 
is not now being operated pursuant to the 
previous conditional use permit, at least in 
terms of the production limit it imposed, but 
under the terms of the judge’s order, which 
set no production limit at all.
Accordingly, there is no threat that the 
quarry will have to be shut down in July 
or at any other time, and the requirement 
set out in Sec. 2.54.010 that “time is of the 
essence” has not been met. Thus the board 
has no legal justification to bypass normal 
planning procedures and the considerable 
expertise of the planning commission.
I ask that you therefore take whatever 
actions are necessary to place this 
matter back on the board’s agenda for 
reconsideration in order to avoid the 
necessity of my seeking injunctive relief 
from the courts to rectify this error.

Joe Knight, Willits
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De lunes a viernes
8-8:30 am para el desayuno

11:30-12:00 para el almuerzo en:
Blosser Lane Elementary

1275 Blosser Lane, Willits
       10 de Junio-9 Agosto

Se proporcioná desayuno y a
almuerzo GRATIS para los niños
de 0-18 años edad a pesar de

los ingresos.

Free Summer Meals
In Willits

A healthy breakfast and lunch are provided FREE
to children 0-18 years old regardless of income.

Available
Monday-Friday June 10 to August 9

Blosser Lane Elementary
1275 Blosser Lane

8:00 - 8:30 am for breakfast 
11:00-12:00 noon for lunch

Questions? Call: Willits Unifi ed School District - Nutrition 
Services 459-7700, ext. 1554

excellent, one-of-a-kind service by a locally owned business

Computer Color Matching, Airless Paint Sprayer Rentals
Power Washer Rentals and so much more!

We match
paint

AND PRICES!
Bring in a competitor’s ad and we will 

match prices on like items!

750-A Central Street
Willits, California 95490 

Telephone: 707-456-1030
Fax: 707-456-0255

“The power that made the body heals the body”

Entry forms and additional information 
 can be found on our website:

www.WillitsFrontierDays.com

Friday, June 21:
HOMETOWN CELEBRATION:   

5 to 9 p.m. | Main Street – Downtown Willits Free to Attend

Saturday, June 22:
SWEETHEART JUDGING:  

Appearance & Poise: 12 p.m. | Community Center | Free to Attend

Sunday, June 23: 
LIONS COWBOY BREAKFAST:  

7 a.m. | Rec Grove Park | Adult: $8, Child: $5
HORSE SHOW:   

8 a.m. | Jack Tharp Arena | Free to Attend
SWEETHEART JUDGING:  

Horsemanship:  During Horse Show 
Jack Tharp Arena | Free to Attend
NATIONAL ANTHEM CONTEST:  

Noon | Rodeo Grounds | Free to Attend

Thursday, June 27: 
CARNIVAL:  

Opens at 4 p.m. | Next to Rodeo  
Grounds | Wristbands: presale thru 6/26: $25 at J.D. Redhouse     

 Friday, June 28:
TRUCK PULLS:  

6 p.m. | Jack Tharp Arena |  Adult: $14, Child: $6
STREET DANCE:  

with Bobby Zoppi & the Corduroys 
Following Truck Pulls | Rodeo Grounds | Free to Attend 

Saturday, June 29: 
SWEETHEART CROWNED:  

Rodeo Grounds

Wednesday, July 3:
CCPRA PROFESSIONAL RODEO:   

7 p.m. | Jack Tharp Arena 
Box: $15, Adult: $12, Child: $5

WESTERN DANCE:  
with Chad Bushnell 

Following CCPRA Rodeo | Rodeo Grounds | Free to Attend

Thursday, July 4: 
HORSESHOE CONTEST:  

10 a.m. | Rec Grove Park | Free to Attend
PARADE – “Community Pride”:   

11 a.m. | Main Street – Downtown Willits |  Free to Attend
BARBECUE:   

Noon | Rec Grove Park | Adult: $15, Child/Senior: $8
COUNTRY MUSIC RODEOLA:  

Noon | Rec Grove Park | Free to Attend
CCPRA PROFESSIONAL RODEO:  

4 p.m. | Jack Tharp Arena | Box: $15, Adult: $12, Child: $5

Friday, July 5: 
JUNIOR RODEO “Under the Lights”:  
7 p.m. | Jack Tharp Arena | Adult: $5

Thank you to our 2019 major sponsors:

Entry forms and additional information online:

www.WillitsFrontierDays.com

93rd

Annual
June 21 - July 5 

2019

Far left: Danielle Barry 
rides for judge Terry 
Silva in the Willits 
Frontier Days Horse 
Show held on Sunday 
at the Willits Frontier 
Days Rodeo Grounds. 
At left: Winners pose 
together after the show, 
including, from left: 
Nicol Kunka, Sherry 
Boek, Ella Tuttle, Merri 
Tuttle, Danielle Barry 
and Samantha Arms. 
Below: Nicol Kunka 
rides in the English 
division. At bottom: 
Paige Whitcomb on  
Zaszamora at the Willits 
Frontier Days show.

Photos by Maureen Moore

Above: Riders line up for the judge in the arena. 
At left: Madison Lawrence holds her leadline and 
showmanship ribbons and smiles with her horse, 
Nevada Red. 
Below: High point winners pose together with 
their winnings in their respective age groups, 
including, from left: 13 to 17 age group winners 
high point winner, Danielle Barry, left, and 
reserve high point winner, Samantha Arms, right. 
18 and over high point winner Nicol Kunka, left, 
and reserve high point winner Sherry Boek, right. 
12 and under reserve high point winner Ella 
Tuttle and high point winner Merri Tuttle.

Photos by Marcy Barry

Photo by Marcy Barry

Equestrian Show
Six riders win big at Willits 
Frontier Days horse show

Photo by 
Christina 

Lawrence

Shiny horses and polished tack were on display from 
a roster of riders who came out to play at the annual 
Willits Frontier Days Horse Show last Sunday at the 
rodeo grounds. 

Six of those riders won big for their English, Western 
and Showmanship efforts, and were named by judge 
Terry Silva as the show’s top overall riders.

Winners included 12 and under high point winner, 
Merri Tuttle and Boots, and reserve high point winner, 
Ella Tuttle; 13 to 17 high point winner, Danielle Barry 
and Rebel, and reserve winner, Samantha Arms and 
SR Diamond Dutch; and 18 and over high point winner 
Nicol Kunka and Gibeon, and reserve winner Sherry 
Boek and I’m Havin’ Fun Sassin’. 

Winners received lounge chairs, polo wraps, and a 
bucket of horse grooming tools with leatherwork labels 
by Mary Anne Underhill of Underhill Western Crafts.

Other riders who showed Sunday included: Madison 
Lawrence and Nevada Red, Paige Whitcomb on 
Zaszamore, Eva Pinon and Cookie, Tuesday Measey 
and Lakota, and Mattea Butler and Scarlet.
Results provided by Mattie Owen.

– Maureen Moore

of abandoned railroad line owned by the 
North Coast Railroad Authority for the past 
30 years, since the creation of NCRA in 
1989. The line was most recently operated 
by the Northwestern Pacific Company, 
hired by the NCRA.

The Northwestern Pacific Railroad runs 
from Schellville, near the city of Sonoma in 
Sonoma County, to Samoa, some 10 miles 
(by rail) north and west of Eureka.

According to a December 2010 statement 
in “Frequently Asked Questions” found on 
the NCRA website, by that date NCRA had 
spent $68 million to restore the rail line from 
Schellville to Windsor. 

However, regular rail service was never 
re-established as far north as Willits. The 
company was beset by a host of obstacles, 
including being shut down by the federal 
government in 1998 and being subjected to 
numerous lawsuits.

The price tag for repairing the line from 
Willits north, through the Eel River Canyon, 
seemed to render the goal of rehabilitating 
the entire rail line from south to north 
impossible to attain, especially when the 
decline of the timber industry raised the 
question of what exactly the freight line 
would be hauling.

In 2018, the California Legislature 
adopted Senate Bill 1029, authored by 
McGuire, which ordered the permanent 
shutdown of NCRA after the company’s 
estimated $10 to $12 million dollars of debt 
has been paid off. 

McGuire told the audience that closure 
of the NCRA was very much in keeping 
with the general trend of the rail industry in 
the United States during the two decades 
prior to creation of the NCRA. He added 
that before he pushed SB 1029 through 
the State Senate, he spoke with three of 
the remaining West Coast rail companies 
about the possibility of any one of them 
buying the NCRA and running the railroad. 

“They all told me they couldn’t do it. They 
said they wouldn’t be able to make any 
money if they did,” said McGuire. 

“With no trains, and no possibility of there 
being trains, we had to look to the asset, 
which was the 316 miles of abandoned rail 
line, and to figure out how best to use it 
and how best to protect it for the future,” 
McGuire said. 

The solution McGuire arrived at is to 
turn the railroad into a hiking and biking 
trail, running from San Francisco Bay 
through the Eel River Canyon to Humboldt 
Bay. According to McGuire, doing so 
would revitalize the local economy and 
significantly add to the attraction of the 
North Coast as a tourist destination.

McGuire said that when the trail is 
completed an estimated 1.2 million people 
would use some part of it each year, and it 
would pump an estimated $10 million into 
the North Coast economy. 

To create the trail, McGuire and others 
will use a practice called “rail banking,” 
which was authorized by the U.S. Congress 
in 1983. McGuire said by using rail banking, 
hiking trails can be built directly on top of 
the rails.

If, in the future, something changes in the 
local and regional economy, and a railroad 
company thinks it would be profitable to 
re-open the Northwestern Pacific, then the 
trails can be torn up and the tracks restored.

But McGuire added instances where this 
has happened in the United States have 
been rare. 

“Out of 800 instances of rail banking, in 
which over 20,000 miles of railroads have 
been turned into trails, rail companies 
have removed the trails and restored the 
railroads only 11 times,” he said. 

McGuire told his audience the project 
was in the beginning stages and outlined 
important steps that would be taking 

place over the next year. He said the 
California Natural Resources Agency will 
be undertaking a trail assessment to study 
the line and determine where additional 
work will have to be done to make the trail 
usable, and at what cost. 

There will also have to be a property 
assessment, to determine the status and 
disposition of the 1,900 pieces of property 
adjacent to the rail line. 

Thirdly, NCRA will have to be audited to 
determine its debts. 

And fourthly, a plan will have to be 
developed to rail bank the line from the 
Mendocino County-Sonoma County line 
north to Samoa. According to McGuire, 
Senate Bill 356, passed by the state Senate 
on June 18, only two days before the Ukiah 
town hall meeting, has assigned the NCRA 
line south of the Mendocino-Sonoma 
counties line to SMART, the Sonoma-Marin 
Area Rail Transit.

McGuire said one of the issues that 
will have to be resolved in the future is 
to determine who will own, operate and 
maintain the trail from the Mendocino-
Sonoma County line, north. 

Momentum is gathering to make the 
Great Redwood Trail a reality, he said, 
noting that over the past 18 months, $32 
million has been raised from donations, or 
allocated by state government, to create 
portions of the trail in Santa Rosa, San 
Rafael, Ukiah and Willits. 

The Ukiah project created a trail that ran 
for eight-tenths of a mile, at a cost of $1 
million. Three more phases of the project 
are planned. The Willits project will create 
a trail that will run for 1.3 miles, from East 
Hill Road to the Skunk Train Depot on 
East Commercial Street, at a cost of $6.36 
million. 

After McGuire finished his presentation, 
members of the audience were allowed to 
ask questions. Greg Israel of Rubicon River 
Adventures told McGuire he wanted the 
senator to make sure the public would have 
legal access to the river from various points 
along the trail. McGuire seemed open to 
that possibility. 

A man who described himself as a farmer 
asked McGuire about the legal implications 
for him of having the public in the vicinity 
of his farm. “Say, for example, I spray and 
there is some spray drift, and I snuff them?” 
the farmer asked. “What happens to me 
then?” McGuire acknowledged the man 
was asking a good question and he didn’t 
have an answer. 

“I am not going to stand here today and 
tell you that we have all the answers,” 
McGuire said.

McGuire told the audience the farmer’s 
questions, along with many other questions 
and strategies, will be outlined in the 
Great Redwood Trail’s master plan. The 
document will incorporate some of the 
trail assessment report and the property 
assessment report that are due to be 
completed before June 2020.

McGuire said the master plan would 
likely cost between $3 million and $5 million 
and take two to three years to write after it 
has been funded. 

Of the several people who commented 
or asked questions, only one questioned 
the idea of turning the railroad into a trail. 
That was Robin Lampson, a research 
and development engineer with Retech 
in Hopland, and a Hopland Fire District 
captain. 

Lampson told McGuire he thought it was 
bad policy to bury the railroad under a hiking 
trail, especially since railroads are more 
economical than individual automobiles 
and trucks and are more climate-positive 
than trucking. 

McGuire was polite but firm. “You can 
make that argument, Robin,” McGuire said. 
“It’s a good argument, and to some extent 
it makes sense. But when you look at what 
has been happening to railroads all across 
the country, the trend seems pretty clear. 
And I don’t think that is going to change.

“If it does change, rail banking would 
allow a viable railroad to come back in and 
claim that track. But remember, again, out 
of more than 800 times that rail banking 
has been used, with more than 20,000 
miles of rail having been banked, a rail 
company has come back in to reclaim that 
track only 11 times. So, I think the chances 
of that happening are remote.” 

The rest of
Trails From Page 1

PG&E urges customers to update 
emergency contact info  
for power shut-off alerts

Submitted by PG&E
Pacific Gas and Electric Company is sending postcards to more than 240,000 

customers encouraging them to update their mobile number, email and other key 
information so the company can contact them in advance should it become necessary 
to temporarily turn off power for safety this fire season.

These customers, who live throughout PG&E’s service area, have incomplete or no 
contact information on file.

It is important that all customer information is up to date so PG&E can share 
important wildfire safety alerts. In addition to notifying customers directly, PG&E also 
will provide outage updates and information through channels such as social media, 
local news, radio and the www.pge.com website.

“With the 2019 wildfire 
season now upon us, we all 
need to be better prepared to 
stay emergency-ready and to 
keep our families and friends 
safe,” said Laurie Giammona, 
PG&E’s senior vice president 
and chief customer officer. 
“We are asking our customers 
to be sure we have their latest 
contact information so we can 
do our best to reach them in 
advance of a potential public 
safety power shutoff event.”

The Public Safety Power 
Shutoff program is one of many 
additional precautionary safety 
measures in response to the 
2017 and 2018 wildfires that the company is putting in place as part of its Community 
Wildfire Safety Program intended to reduce wildfire threats and strengthen 
communities for the future.

Extreme weather threats can change quickly. PG&E’s goal, dependent on weather 
and other factors, is to send customer alerts through automated calls, texts and 
emails at 48 hours, again at 24 hours, and again just prior to shutting off power.

Besides updating their contact information to prepare for Public Safety Power 
Shutoffs, PG&E encourages customers to do the following:

• Have an emergency plan for wildfires and discuss it with your friends, family and 
neighbors;

• Update or create a go bag or 72-hour kit that can be used if you need to evacuate; 
and

• Clear defensible space around your home or business.
PG&E thanks the over 390,000 customers who have taken action to ensure they 

will receive its wildfire safety alerts since June 1, 2018. For customers who have 
not yet confirmed or updated their contact information, PG&E strongly encourages 
everyone to do so by visiting www.pge.com/mywildfirealerts or by calling the PG&E 
contact center at 1-866-743-6589.

Editor’s Note: PG&E will hold a regional open house about the Community Wildfire 
Safety Program in Willits on July 18, from 6 to 8 pm, at the Willits Community Center. 
According to PG&E: “These drop-in gatherings will allow community members to 
learn more about wildfire safety and emergency preparedness, meet with PG&E 
representatives, ask questions and share feedback. Webinars will be available for 
those who are unable to attend an event in person.”
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Thursday, June 27
Kate Wolf Music Festival: 
“Enjoy a great weekend with 
friends, family and lovers 
of fabulous music.” At the 
Black Oak Ranch, 50350 
Highway 101, Laytonville, 
home to the Hog Farm and 
Camp Winnarainbow. Four 
stages of music on 150 
acres, workshops, kids’ area, camping, food court, 
music jamming area.” Headliners include: Kris 
Kristofferson, Jim Messina, Los Lobos, Sam Chase 
and many more. Visit http://katewolfmusicfestival.
com/ or “Kate Wolf Music Festival” on Facebook 
for more info and tickets. Begins Thursday, June 27 
and runs through Sunday, June 30.
“Cotton Dandee” Hoedown: Learn basic beat 
and singing with Covelo’s most famous cottontail. 
Performance and kids’ hoedown with Marjo Wilson. 
All ages welcome. Thursday, June 27, 1 pm. Round 
Valley Library. http://www.cottondandee.com.
Willits Farmers Market: Summer market is 
located on West Mendocino Avenue next to the 
Rexall parking lot. Thursday, June 27, 3 to 6 pm. 
Greens and veggies, fresh strawberries, local 
meats, sausage and eggs, local grains, and savory 
and sweet baked goods, including handcrafted 
bread. POP (Power of Produce Club) for the kids, 
Jams and jellies and savory preserves, fair trade 
chocolates, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, Willits-
roasted coffee, tea, fire cider, crafts, live music, free 
herb talks, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and 
more.
Willits Frontier Days Carnival: The Johnston 
Amusements Carnival opens Thursday, June 27, 4 
pm. Next to rodeo grounds. 
Bike Night: Willits Wild Bunch is hosting a Meet 
and Greet along with Scoops Deli, 110 North Main 
Street. Thursday, June 27, 6 to 8 pm. “All bikes 
invited. A gathering of all motorcycle riders in the 
area. Burgers and dogs provided by Scoops at a 
minimal fee.” Even non-riders are invited. A 50/50 
raffle will help raise money for local youth groups, 
as well as the Willits Toy Run raffle for “an awesome 
wine barrel cooler.”
Haschak Town Hall: Third District residents are 
invited to a Town Hall with Third District Supervisor 
John Haschak. Thursday, June 27, 6 to 8 pm. Little 
Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Sponsored by the 
American Association of University Women, Willits 
Branch, and Little Lake Grange. Info: 707-972-
7070.
“Off the Map”: Rotary Club benefit performance, 
Thursday, June 27, 7:30 pm. Tickets for the benefit 
are available for $20 through Tamara Alaniz, 707-
354-3388. Willits Community Theatre, 37 West Van 
Lane. See June 28 listing for more details about the 
play. 

Friday, June 28
Willits Frontier Days Truck Pulls: Friday, June 
28, 6 pm. “Locals and a roster of professional 
drivers who are a part of the MLM Motorsports crew 
try their trucks and tractors against The Terminator 
weighted sled.” Jack Tharp Arena, adults $14, 
children $6.

Willits Frontier 
Days Street Dance: 
Friday, June 28, at 
the Rodeo Grounds, 
following the Truck 
Pulls. Free. With 
Bobby Zoppi & The 
Corduroys playing 
many of the old 
school country hits 
as well as current 

country/rock on the radio and a few originals. No 
backpacks allowed. 
“Off the Map”: Willits Community Theatre, 
Saturday, June 28, 7:30 pm. “The production 
centers on the struggles and triumphs of the 
Groden family in remote northwestern New Mexico: 
How small town people find the best in themselves 
to persevere against difficult 
and sometimes hilarious 
challenges.” Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays 
at 7:30 pm ($20) and 
Sunday matinees at 2 pm 
($15). Runs through July 
7. Tickets for all regular 
shows are available in 
person at Mazahar, 38 
South Main Street; online 
at brownpapertickets.com; 
by phone 24/7 at 1-800-
838-3006; or at the door 
until sold out. The WCT 
playhouse is located at 37 
West Van Lane (behind 
Shanachie Pub). 

Saturday, June 29
“Introduction to Doing a Radio Show”: KLLG-LP 
Acting Program Director Michael Foley will be on 
hand to answer questions, explain the alternatives, 
and outline the process of becoming a contributor 
to KLLG’s line-up. Saturday, June 29, from 10 am 
to 12 noon, at the KLLG studio, Room 10 in the 
Grange, 219 School Street. KLLG is looking for 
new shows of all sorts: children’s readings, book 
reviews, interviews, news shows, commentary, 
shows about health and fitness, recreational 
activities and hobbies, and of course music. Come 
with your ideas and questions.
Grand Opening: The Agape Thrift Store: Saturday, 
June 29, 10 am to 5 pm. 354 North Main Street. 
Ribbon-cutting at 10 am. 40 percent off all antiques, 
jewelry, and lighting fixtures. Agape Bible Church 
Youth Group will be fundraising with BBQ hotdogs, 
water and popcorn 
until early afternoon. 
Open Tuesday through 
Saturday, 10 am to 
5 pm. Donations 
accepted those days 
from 10 am to 3 pm. 
“Frontier Days: A 
Collector’s Journey”: 
The Mendocino 
County Museum’ new 
exhibit features  new 
acquisitions from the 
collection of 5th generation resident Dusty Whitney, 
featuring “history, artifacts, historic photographs, 

and memorabilia pertaining to the Willits Frontier 
Days Rodeo, Sweetheart contestants, and the 4th 
of July Parade.” Opening celebration on Saturday, 
June 29, at 2 pm at the museum, 400 East 
Commercial Street. Exhibit opening is free; includes 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony, refreshments, Frontier 
Days-themed crafts, a stunt photo opportunity and 
more. Visit www.mendocinocounty.org/ for more 
details. 
“Wild Western Willits”: The new show at the 
Willits Center for the Arts opens Saturday, June 29 
at WCA, 71 East Commercial Street. “View the best 
western-themed arts and crafts Willits has to offer.” 
6 pm opening for members, 7 pm for the public. 

Runs through July 28. 
Gallery hours: Wednesday 
through Sunday, from 11 
am to 5 pm. 
Art Walk: including 
“Wild Western Willits” 
group show at the Willits 
Center for the Arts; Mira 
Moeller’s visionary work 
at Re-Evolution, 15 West 
Mendocino Avenue; Hailey 
Armstrong and Trenton 
Babbit, “Japanese-themed 
originals,” at Leopold 
Collective, 109 North Main 
Street; and Julie Bullock’s 
alcohol ink paintings at 

Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South Main Street. Saturday, 
June 29, 6 to 9 pm.
“Off the Map”: Willits Community Theatre, 
Saturday, June 29, 7:30 pm. See June 28 listing 
for details.
Shanachie Pub: Culann’s Hounds, Saturday, June 
29, 9:30 pm. “Deliver hard-driving quality shows 
with a strong dose of rebel attitude, humor, and a 
few drops of whiskey.” Visit www.sfhounds.com. 
Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street. 

Sunday, June 30
21st Annual Willits Rotary Hospice Golf 
Tournament: Enjoy a day on the greens under 
the redwoods. Willits Rotary is sponsoring a golf 
tournament to benefit Hospice. Sunday, June 30, 
Brooktrails Golf Course. Check-in at 8 am, shotgun 
start at 9 am. Prizes for hole-in-one, “closest to the 
tee,” and others. Raffle. Barbecue provided by Willits 

Rotary Club. $65/Brooktrails 
Golf Club members, $85/non-
members.
“Off the Map”: Willits 
Community Theatre, Sunday, 
June 30, 2 pm. See June 28 
listing for details.

Tuesday, July 2
Tightwad Tuesdays at the 
Noyo Theatre: All 2D movies 
that are in their second week 

are $5 on Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre for all ages, 
all showings. This week’s Tightwad Tuesday movie 

is: “Toy Story 4.” Visit www.noyotheatre.com or 
call 459-6696 for showtimes. 57 East Commercial 
Street.
Twining Time Concert: Tuesday, July 2, 12:30 
to 3 pm. Join “Twining Time” (John Wagenet and 
Anita Blu) on the first Tuesday of every month, at 
Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South Main Street.  Folk/
Country/Americana Roots plus new 
and old favorites as well as original 
music; polished two-part vocal 
harmonies, acoustic guitar and 
keyboard.
Palmer Runberg Free Concert: 
former Willits resident and country 
musician Palmer Runburg plays 
a free concert at Brooktrails Golf 
Course on Tuesday, July 2, 7 pm. 
“With his Willits roots and Nashville 
influences, Palmer’s smooth country 
style has entertained audiences 
from New York to California.” 
Palmer will be playing music from his first EP, along 
with music from his latest release, “Maybe It’s Just 
Me.” “Join us for this fun, family, community event 
at Brooktrails Golf Course.”

Wednesday, July 3
Willits Frontier Days CCPRA Rodeo – part 
1: WFD’s main event, the two-part California 
Cowboys Professional Rodeo Association Rodeo, 
starts on Wednesday, July 3, 7 pm at the Willits 
Frontier Days rodeo grounds. Professional riders 
and ropers entertain the crowd and show their skills 
in traditional rodeo events like team roping, steer 
wrestling, bull riding and more. Half-time act by the 
trick-riding and trick-roping troop, the Riata Ranch 
Cowboy Girls. Tickets – $15 for box seats, $12 
adults, $5 for children – are available at the event.
Willits Frontier Days Western Dance: Enjoy 
the country tunes of Chad Bushnell immediately 
following the CCPRA night rodeo on Wednesday, 
July 3 at the Willits Frontier Days rodeo grounds. 
Beer is available in the Beer Garden (with ID); a 
soda and hot dog station for younger dancers 
will be available outside the courts. Free to 
attend.

Thursday, July 4
Willits Farmers Market: No 
market this week due to 
the holiday; resumes 
Thursday, July 11.
Willits Frontier Days 
Horseshoe contest: Pair 
up in teams and try to rack 
up the most points at the 
Horseshoe Contest starting 
at 10 am on Thursday, July 4 
at the Rec Grove. The event 
is free to attend and watch; 
contest entry is $50; entry 
forms and more info at www.
WillitsFrontierDays.com, or call Aaron Branscomb 
at 489-2103.

Roots of Motive Power July 4th:  featuring free 
train rides, displays of operating steam & diesel 
equipment, such as Roots’ 1916 Kelly Springfield 
Steam Roller, appearances by the notorious Black 
Bart Gang, and kids’ coloring table. “Come on over 
to take a step back in time, and see the machines 
that built this great nation, on her birthday!” 420 

East Commercial Street, 
next to the Mendocino 
County Museum. Thursday, 
July 4, 11 am to 3 pm.
Willits Frontier Days Main 
Street Parade: Get ready to 
line the sides of Main Street 
for the annual parade, this 
year’s theme, “Community 
Pride,” starting at 11 am 
on Thursday, July 4. Get 
there early to set up in your 
favorite spot! Parade starts 
out heading west on East 

Commercial Street, runs south down Main Street, 
then heads back east on East Valley Street. Entry 
forms and additional information for those wishing 
to enter the parade can be found online at www.
WillitsFrontierDays.com.
Willits Frontier Days Beef Barbecue and Country 
Music Rodeola: 
After the parade, 
come down to the 
Rec Grove Park on 
Thursday, July 4 for 
the barbecue which 
starts at noon. Tri-tip 
roast, corn, salad, 
garlic bread, and 
cowboy beans; grab 
a seat at the picnic 
tables or a spot on 
the lawn to enjoy a bit 
of shady respite and 
listen to the local musical talent perform during the 
free Rodeola. BBQ tickets – $15; $8 for children 
and seniors – are available at the event.

Willits Frontier Days CCPRA Rodeo – part 
2: The main event, the two-part California 

Cowboys Professional Rodeo Association 
rodeo concludes on Thursday, July 4 

at 4 pm at the Willits Frontier Days 
rodeo grounds. Professional 

riders and ropers entertain the 
crowd and show their skills 

in traditional rodeo events like 
team roping, steer wrestling, bull 

riding and more. Half-time act by the 
trick-riding and trick-roping troop, the 

Riata Ranch Cowboy Girls. Tickets are 
$15 for box seats, $12 for adults and $5 
for children. Tickets are available at the 
event.

Friday, July 5
Willits Frontier Days Junior Rodeo: It’s the little 
kids’ turn to show their stuff on Friday, July 5 at the 
Junior Rodeo, 4 pm at the Willits Frontier Days 
rodeo grounds. Includes traditional rodeo events 

like barrels, calf riding, roping and steer daubing, 
plus mutton busting and the “Mystery Scramble.” 
Tickets – $5 for adults; 
free for children – are 
available at the event. 
More info and contestant 
entry forms can be 
found online at www. 
WillitsFrontierDays.com, 
or call Riata King at 354-
4298.
“Off the Map”: Willits 
Community Theatre, 
Friday, July 5, 7:30 pm. See June 28 listing for 
details.

Saturday, July 6
Art in the Plaza: “Under the 
Umbrellas,” a sweet escape 
from the summer sun, features 
the work of local artists for 
viewing and for purchase. 
Begins Saturday, July 6. Every 
weekend in July through 
September, works of art ranging 
from paintings to jewelry to 
hand-sculpted fountains will 
be vended in the plaza behind 
Café 77 on East Mendocino 
Street. Visit www.artintheplaza.
com for more info. 

“Off the 
M a p ” : 
Willits Community Theatre, 
Saturday, July 6, 7:30 pm. See 
June 28 listing for details.

Sunday, July 7
Art in the Plaza: “Under the 
Umbrellas,” features the work of 
local artists, weekends through 
September, at the plaza behind 
Café 77. See Saturday, July 8 
listing for more details. 

Sunday Bingo: Harrah Senior Center, 1501 
Baechtel Road. Sunday, July 7, doors open 10 am, 
snack bar opens 11 am, games begin 11:30 am. 
Minimum bingo buy-in $10. Lunch special: hot dog, 
nachos, chili, chips, desserts.
“Off the Map”: Closing night tonight for this rural 
comedy at Willits Community Theatre, Sunday, July 
7, 7:30 pm. See June 28 listing for details.

AT THE MOVIES

‘Toy Story 4’
The Story: The fourth movie in the 
bittersweet animated comedy-drama-
adventure of toys that care for each 

other, and care even more 
for the children who love 
them. Woody (voiced by 
Tom Hanks) is a cowboy doll 

with a vocation. He follows a moral 
code, which is to help children feel 
strong, fearless and joyful. Over 
the years, Woody has lost some 
of his best (toy) friends, and his 
human boy has grown up and no 
longer plays with toys. Despite the 
emotional pain and abandonment, 
Woody embraces the call to help 
young Bonnie who is beginning 
kindergarten and is fearful.
My Thoughts: I could not have 
enjoyed this movie more. Pixar 
animation studio has put together 

a flick that’s funny, thrilling, tender, joyful and 
bittersweet. It is a love story on many, many 
levels. The script surprises. The animation is 
beautiful. The film score is by Randy Newman, 
and it stands out. I watched “Toy Story 4” in an 
audience filled with children and families, and 
folks of all ages laughed all the way through. In 
the character of Woody, Pixar and Hollywood 
have created a great hero. He is a saint.
Parents: This “G” rated flick is a complete 
keeper with a strong moral center, and will 
entertain children of all ages, as well as the 
adults who follow those children into the movie 
house.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality 
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

Dan Essman
Columnist

What’s Happening Around Town

Meatless Mondays: at Roots 
restaurant at Adventist Health 
Howard Memorial. “Serving 
delicious plant-based options every 
Monday.” Info: hwww.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/322072.
php. 
Willits Center for the Arts: Eva Strauss-Rosen (drawings and 
paintings) and Satoko Barash (ceramics) present their art through 
Sunday, June 23 at the Center, 71 East Commercial Street. 
Gallery open to the public, Wednesday to Sunday, 11 am to 5 pm. 
Collective Care: A Holistic Support Group: Fridays, 10 to 
11:15 am. 44650 Highway 101, Laytonville. Holistic community 
support and information. Children welcome. By donation. www.
ninesistersbotanicals.com.
Eight to the Bar with Les Tarr: Radio active blues programming 
for tragically hip and twisted, Fridays, 9 pm to midnight. 97.9 FM, 
KLLG.
Willits International Folk Dancing: Class meets every Thursday, 
7 to 9 pm, Willits Charter High School. New dances taught 7 to 8 
pm. $0 - $5 sliding scale. Info: megster1989@yahoo.com.
Willits Frontier Twirlers Square Dance Club. Mondays, 6:30 
upstairs gallery of the Willits Center for Arts, 71 East Commercial 
Street. $5. Come alone or bring a friend. 707-484-3385 for info.
Little John’s Place: Every Wednesday Pool Tournament 12:30 
pm, $5 buy-in. Wednesdays, 3:30 to 5 pm, “we’ll buy the pizza, 
you buy the beer.” Thursdays, Pool Tournaments starting at 
5:30 pm. 383 South Main Street. 459-5636. facebook.com/
littlejohnsplace/.
Free Herb Talks: by the Mendocino Herb Guild. Every Thursday, 
4 pm, at the Willits Farmers Market, at West Mendocino Avenue 
at Main Street next to the Rexall parking lot. 
Roots Engine House Tours: Docent-led tour of the Engine House 
most Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10 am to 4:30 pm. Join a Roots 
of Motive Power docent to view classic motorcars, a steam train 
engine, and more – up close.
Marijuana Anonymous 12 Step Meeting: Every Tuesday at 6 
pm. Meeting place is the Back Alley building in Catherine Lane, 
directly behind the United Methodist Church, which is at the corner 
of School and Pine, right across from the Grange.
“Believe”: Alcohol Ink paintings by Julie Bullock, alcohol ink art. 
Brickhouse Coffee, 3 East Commercial Street. Each painting is a 
one of a kind, as she does not offer prints of any of her original 
paintings. More info: www.facebook.com/DbDesigns17, www.
instagram.com/dbdesigns17.
Brown Bag Lunch Program: Lunch served to the hungry in the 
City Park across from the Willits Police Station every Saturday 
at 1 pm. If rain: Under the overhang at City Hall, across the 
street. Served by various community-minded organizations. For 
information, call the Food Bank at 459-3333.
Boomer’s Friday Night Karaoke: 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday of every 
month, Boomer’s Saloon, 45020 Highway 101, Laytonville. 9 
pm to 1 am. No Cover. 21+ Please bring I.D. Hosted by DJ-Ken 
Steely Entertainment with KJ/DJ-Ken Steely & Anna. Come for 
dinner, stay for the fun. 
Willits Farmers Market: Summer market is located on West 
Mendocino Avenue next to the Rexall parking lot. Spring greens 
and veggies, fresh strawberries, local meats, sausage and eggs, 
local grains, and savory and sweet baked goods, including 
handcrafted bread. Jams and jellies and savory preserves, fair 
trade chocolates, olive oil and balsamic vinegar, Willits-roasted 
coffee, tea, fire cider, crafts, live music, free herb talks, the new 
edition of Willits Weekly, and more!
Emandal Chorale: The Chorale is open to all who wish to sing 
a cappella songs of peace and justice. Every Wednesday from 
5 to 6:30 pm at the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Info: 
367-1573.
Friday Potluck Bingo: Harrah Senior Center presents Potluck 
Bingo on Friday nights. Doors open at 5 pm; games begin at 5:30 
pm. Minimum bingo buy-in $5. 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-
6826. 
Weekly Parkinson’s Discussion and Support Group: Every 
Thursday, 10:30 to 11:45 am. In the Conference Room at Willits 
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road. Info: 459-1941.
German Conversation Class: Ongoing non-denominational 

German conversation/book 
reading class is open to new 
members (middle to advanced 
German speakers). No charge, 

but donations gladly accepted. St. John Lutheran Church, 24 Mill 
Creek Drive. Mondays from 7 to 8:30 pm. Info: Doris Wier, 456-
9246.
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group: Meets every Tuesday at 
6:30 pm, at the Muse, 31 East San Francisco Avenue. Info: 456-
9425 or honemann@yahoo.com.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the Saint Francis 
in the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 East Commercial Street. 
Every 2nd and 4th Friday. Free. Everyone is welcome. Info: 459-
4932.
Willits Library Activities: Wednesdays, 3 to 4:30 pm “Lego 
Club” (bring your imagination and start building); Wednesdays, 11 
to 11:45 am “Play Group” (Self-directed playtime, with toys, ages 
0 – 4); Wednesdays, 2:30 to 3 pm “Storytime” (Books, songs, 
rhymes and movement, ages 3 to 6); Thursdays, 11:30 am to 12 
pm “Movement for Kids” (Explore movement and self-expression. 
Ages 4-7), Fridays, 3:30 to 4:30 pm “Therapeutic Coloring” (Bring 
a friend and relax with a coloring book); Saturdays, 11 am to 12 
pm “Prompting Creativity” (A space to create a piece of art or 
writing for teens and adults), Fridays 5:30 to 5:50 pm “Calming 
Stretches” teens and adults, Saturdays 2:30 to 4:30 pm “Drop-
In Knitting” All skill levels. Willits Library, 390 East Commercial 
Street. Info: 459-5908.
Willits Seed Lending Library: Offering information on seed 
saving and gardening. Seeds of flowers, herbs, and vegetables 
are free to seed library members, and seed donations are gladly 
accepted.
Drop-In Knitting Circle: Saturdays from 2:30 to 4:30 pm at the 
Willits Branch Library, 390 East Commercial Street. “Bring your 
own projects or your yarn and needles; we have people who 
should be able to help solve problems and/or help you learn 
to knit or crochet. Sign-ups are not necessary – everyone is 
welcome to drop in.” Info: Lotus Baker at 456-9037, or lotusb3@
earthlink.net.
Soroptimist International of Willits: Women’s service club 
aimed at the betterment of girls and women. Meets the second 
Tuesday at 4 pm and the third Tuesday at noon each month at 
St John’s Lutheran Church Hall, 24 Mill Creek Drive. Women 
interested in community service are welcome; new members are 
encouraged to join at any time.
Weekly Life Changes Discussion and Support Group: 
Wednesdays from 10 to 11:30 am. In the Conference Room at 
Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from Smoking” 
class sponsored by Adventist Health Howard Memorial. Every 
Wednesday at AHHM’s Roots Restaurant, 1 Marcela Drive, 6 to 
7 pm. Register today: 540-4208. Walk-ins are always welcome.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body Works 
Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen gym: Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 3 to 5 pm. Karate: Thursday, Little Dragons-
ages 3 to 6, 5:15 to 6 pm. Youth Karate-ages 6 to 11, 6 to 7 
pm; Tweens to Adults-ages 11 and up, 7 to 8:30 pm. All 
SAL programs free to the public. Info: www.facebook.com/
MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague or Mike Tobin: 
354-0565.
Shanachie Pub: Tuesdays, 7 pm: “Wabi Sabi” with host Mitchell 
Holman, formerly of It’s A Beautiful Day (“Whitebird”) features 
different artists every week. Singer-songwriter Aaron Ford every 
first Thursday at 7:30 pm. No cover. Jazz Night every second 
and fourth Thursday. 8 pm. “Local musicians … take jazz 
standards and infuse them with funk, hip hop, world, and free 
form jamming. The outcome is unexplainable.” Open Mic Night 
every Wednesday. Sign up for the lottery for 20 minute time slots 
from 3 pm, when the Pub opens, to 7:30 pm. Music starts at 8 
pm. “An eclectic array of local musicians and performers from 
around the world, often turning into an evening full of unexpected 
surprises.” Shanachie Pub, 50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.
Laytonville Farmers Market: Mondays, from 2:30 to 5:30 pm 
at Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Local fresh 
fruits and vegetables, artisan goat cheeses, ranch meats, eggs, 
handcrafted clothing, live music and much more.

Ongoing Events

 
 

 

Senior Center 
Lunch

Week of July 1 through July 5
Monday: Meat Loaf
Tuesday: Turkey & Noodles
Wednesday: Szechwan Beef & 
Chow Mein
Thursday: Closed on July 4
Friday: Cheese Burgers

Harrah Senior Center serves 
lunch five days per week from 11:45 
am to 1 pm. 55 and older, $6.50 
per meal, under 55 only $8.00 per 
meal. Includes soup, salad, entrée, 
vegetable, dessert, and drink. (Salad 
Bar available all year). 1501 Baechtel 
Road. Info: 459-6826.

Relay for Life
July 20

The 2019 Relay for Life fundraiser 
for the American Cancer Society is set 
to start Saturday, July 20 at Recreation 
Grove Park, with an Opening Ceremony 
at 10 am, followed by the first Survivors 
Lap, featuring cancer survivors. This 
24-hour, overnight team relay continues 
through 10 am Sunday, July 21. The  
2019 theme is “Relay Around the World,” 
with teams decorating their booths and 
tents based on different countries and 
travel themes. Featuring live music 
by Fat Chance Truckin’ Band and DJ 
selections by Eddie Vedolla. Saturday 
evening features the Luminaria 
Ceremony, with lit-up luminaria bags 
around the track, honoring those 
who’ve passed, as well as dinner by Mi 
Pueblito. “We will be up all night with 
s’mores, coffee, contests and themed 
laps – partner with us for a wonderful 
time, help us crush cancer around the 
world!” For more info, www.relayforlife.
org will bring you to the Relay website 
where you can also sign up and learn 
more about fundraising. 

‘Wild Western Willits’ Opening
June 29

The July show at the Willits Center for the Arts is “Wild 
Western Willits,” highlighting leather crafts, blacksmithing, 
and beadwork, along with western and Willits references 
in paintings, sculpture and photography. Curated by Gary 
Martin and Bobbie Yokum. Tom Zephyr and Margo Wilson 
show views of Willits along with western images. Maureen 
Moore and Steve Eberhard present 48” x 80” murals of 
Willits Frontier Days and additional photographs of Willits. 
Mary Anne Underhill and Bobbie Yokum show leathercrafts, 
and Yokum also shows prints made by steamrolling images 
onto paper. Ursula Partch offers handmade scarves with 
western themes. Opening reception on Saturday, June 29 
at 6 pm for members and 7 pm to the public. Gallery is open 
Wednesday to Sunday 11 am to 5 pm. 71 East Commercial 
Street. 

Free Back to School Fair
July 14

Adventist Health Howard Memorial offers a free Back-to-School 
Fair, on Sunday, July 14, featuring free backpacks, free haircuts, free 
dental screenings and other health screenings, as well as free sports 
physicals. 8 am to noon in front of the hospital, 3 Marcela Drive. AHHM 
has offered free sports physicals, required for kids to play school 
sports, for the last six years. “Sports physicals will be given on a first-
come, first-served basis” at the AHHM clinic, 3 Marcela Drive, on July 
14 and again on Sunday, July 28. Info: 456-3591. 

Art in the Plaza 
Begins July 6

Art In The Plaza, “Under the Umbrellas,” opens for the 
summer on Saturday, July 6, and will continue weekends through 
September. Featuring works by local artists featuring jewelry, 
handmade tie dye, sculptures, hand-sculpted fountains, acrylic 
and mixed media paintings, and more. At the Plaza behind Café 
77, on East Mendocino Avenue. “Each friendly artist has their own 
unique style, experience, and story to tell through their handmade 
creations. Art in the Plaza is a great place to make connections, 
share ideas, find unique mementos, and meet new people!” 

Legends of the Redwoods 5k
July 7

The North Coast Striders is hosting the Legends 
of the Redwoods 5K run/walk at 8 am on July 7 at 
the Office of Education, 2240 Old River Road, Ukiah. 
Registration at 7 to 7:50 am. This event is a celebration 
of the Native American ultra-marathon races on the 
redwood highway from San Francisco to Grants 
Pass. This course features a well maintained gravel 
road through picturesque Beckstoffer Vineyards. 

Fees: $25 for adults, $20 
for North Coast Strider 
members, $15 for 17 
years and under, $40 
for families. Awards for 
1st, 2nd and 3rd overall 
male/female and all age 
divisions. Info: striders.
org.
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Your Home Sold GUARANTEED or I’ll Buy It!*
Call Drew at 707-380-8057...and Start Packing!

DREW NICOLL 
DRE# 01784460

OPEN HOUSE

*Some conditions apply. Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. W Real Estate and its affiliates are not participants of this guarantee. 

27180 ORIOLE DR, WILLITS

SUNDAY 6/30 | 11:00-2:00 PM

Hosted by:              
Andrew Ceja             

DRE# 02014009

Beautiful & Spacious Brooktrails Home,    
Vaulted Ceilings in Living & Kitchen Area, 
Inviting & Open Floor Plan Perfect for                                  
Entertaining, Breathtaking Views Off Back 
Deck, Bonus Room & Plenty of Parking, 
Two Car Garage.

Call for more information:                                             
844-369-6536 ID# 3042                                                 

free recorded message

Online: 
www.basroofing.com 

Email:
basroofing@live.com

    W.C. & G.L. insured Ca. Lic # 927007       

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Serving areas of Mendocino, 
Lake and Sonoma Counties

Residential & Commercial

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need

WHEN IT COMES TO MEDICARE,

YOU HAVE CHOICES.

TURNING 65?  LOOSING AN EMPLOYER PLAN? 

NEW TO MEDICARE?  PLEASE CALL TO 

REVIEW YOUR OPTIONS.

 Nancy Mailliard | 707-431-2742
     #0M20231 | Senior Insurance Plans
         

                    

                    McKenzie Mailliard | 707-972-5159  
                     #0L79012 | Senior Insurance Plans

Licensed Insurance Agent

Licensed Insurance Agent

(707) 456-9600
45 Hazel St.

Willits

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL.
WE ACCEPT MEDI-CAL, 

MEDICARE, PARTNERSHIP 
AND OTHER INSURANCE.
littlelakehealthcenter.org

MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

Have a Cool 
Summer

Use sunblock, drink plenty 
of water, have fun and 

call us if you need us.

Willits Otters
Young swimmers and families from Arcata     

            to San Jose visit town for annual meet
Once again, the weekend of Father’s Day, Saturday and Sunday, June 15 and 16, was 

set aside for the yearly Willits Otters Swim Meet at the Willits High School swimming pool. 
The pool area peaked with enthusiasm as the weekend wore on and swimmers, with 
their families, gathered from near and far to celebrate Father’s Day and participate in the 
competition.

Both days the opening ceremony began with an American Flag 
salute. Six of the strongest Otters swimmers were chosen to swim 
carrying the flag as the anthem was being sung by John Jessup on 
Saturday and by swimmer Haley King on Sunday.

It takes a community to organize and host a meet. While the Willits meet is a smaller 
one in the circuit, it still takes 50 adults to put it together and to be available in different 
positions throughout the event. Everyone volunteers their time and efforts. 

The officials are mostly from out of town. According to the Otters’ Lucy Kyne, director of 
the Willits Swim Meet: “At this meet they’re from as far north as Arcata and as far south as 
San Jose,” including Vallejo and Napa, too. Because the Willits event is so high-spirited, 
warm, friendly, and hospitable, volunteers always enjoy themselves. Many have young 
swimmers at the event or were involved with the meets when their children were younger. 
“They’re here because they love the sport,” Kyne said, “and they see what it does for all 
the children.” 

“We have a lot of energetic kids this year and they’re doing really well,” said Otters 
Coach Robert Chavez. “They’re improving their times and it’s a lot of fun!” 

“There’s so much going on with swimming that there’s life-long learning and growth 
because of it,” Kyne said. “They have to learn to be responsible for knowing the number 
and time of their heat and length for each event. There’s no one telling them where to be. 
They have to look at the [schedule of events and Lane Board], make note of it, remember 
it, remember their times and get there on time.

Ree Slocum
Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Read the rest of
Otters Over on Page 12

Above, from left: Willits swimmer Audrey Sherf takes a rhythmic breath of air while 
doing the freestyle. Kaylen Thom, left, swam a strong heat and won in her class of 
Girls 12 and Under in the 50 Yard Backstroke. Often other swimmers shake hands 
with the winner of the heat. Payton Ricks executes the back stroke, with a little smile, 
in the girls backstroke event. Below: Willits Swim Meet Director Lucy Kyne, with pool 
reflections on her lenses, pauses a moment for the camera.

Above: Parents and friends line up at the far end of the pool, hooting and hollering encouragement 
to their swimmers. Below, left: Jennifer Randrup, left, poses with her twin swimmer daughters 
Alissa, on the left, and Ella, on the right, with their friend Alexa in the middle. They were all having a 

great time at the meet.
Below: Two of the Oaklantis swim team, 
Eden, left, and Enrique, enjoyed being at the 
Willits Meet. “I like going to other places. I 
watch and learn new swimming techniques, 
and it’s fun!” Eden said.
At bottom: Ahead of her competitors, 
11-year-old Evie Kale swims the backstroke 
in the Girls 12 and Under 100 Yard 
Freestyle.

Photos by Ree Slocum

the owners, the appeals court affirmed the 
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
had erred in March 2014, when it granted 
quarry owner Northern Aggregates’ claim 
it had “vested rights” in the quarry and 
therefore could dispense with jumping 
through various regulatory hoops in 
expanding the quarry. 

In the second lawsuit – in which Keep the 
Code had sued the county on a renewal of 
the Harris Quarry use permit as well as 
its approval of the project’s environmental 
impact report – the court largely sided with 
Mendocino County.

In that decision, the Court of Appeals 
upheld the trial court’s decision to 
declare the County of Mendocino and the 
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
had been correct on 20 of 22 issues. In 
addition, the Court of Appeal confirmed the 
decision of the trial court that the EIR for the 
project had presented insufficient evidence 
to support the county’s conclusion that 
sufficient evidence had been presented 
which would have reasonably allowed 
supervisors to strike alternatives 4 and 5 
on the list of potential project alternatives 
as being infeasible. 

Alternative 4 would have allowed 
Northern Aggregates to expand its quarry 
and build a temporary asphalt plant. 
Alternative 5 would have allowed Northern 
Aggregates to proceed with the project 
but with a project redesign, allowing more 
nighttime activities at the quarry, while 
also requiring the company to install a 
partial highway interchange at the project’s 
driveway. 

A review of the legal labyrinth that Keep 
the Code, Northern Aggregates and the 
board of supervisors have been wandering 
around in, and struggling to get out of, 
since 2005, will help to put the recent Court 
of Appeal decisions into perspective. 

According to court documents, the first 
use permit for a gravel mine at Harris 
Quarry was issued in 1983. It was for 
10,000 cubic yards a year. The permit was 
modified in 1990 (moving to 50,000 cubic 
yards a year) and was amended again in 
1997, increasing the amount of gravel that 

could be mined annually at the quarry to 
75,000 cubic yards. 

In 2005, while Hal Wagenet was Third 
District supervisor, Northern Aggregates 
applied for a modified use permit, that 
would increase the annual extraction rate 
to 200,000 cubic yards per year. The use 
permit request was for a 90-year period 
and was labelled an “End of Quarry Life” 
application. Attached to that application 
was a quarry reclamation plan.

In 2010, while John Pinches was Third 
District supervisor, Northern Aggregates 
submitted another application – this one 
for a 30-year use permit for the gravel mine 
at 200,000 cubic yards per year, plus a 
revised reclamation plan for the site, and 
a request for an amendment to the county 
zoning ordinance to create a Mineral 
Processing Combining District for the site, 
which was then zoned rangeland. 

The goal was to build an asphalt 
processing plant on an 18-acre parcel off 
Black Bart Drive, near its intersection with 
Highway 101, and to enable the company 
to process 150,000 tons of asphalt per 
year.

In 2012, supervisors approved the 
Mineral Processing Combining District, not 
only for Harris Quarry but for several other 
quarries in the county. In April 2012, the 
board approved the EIR for the project. In 
May 2012, Keep the Code sued over the 
EIR. 

In June 2012, supervisors approved the 
use permit for the expansion of quarrying 
operations and the asphalt plant. A few 
weeks later, Keep the Code sued again. A 
period of negotiation ensued, during which 
parties disputed the completeness of the 
administrative record. The county lodged 
a third amended administrative record 
on March 12, 2013, and Keep the Code 
filed its first amended petition for a writ of 
mandate on March 29 of that year. 

In March 2014, supervisors granted 
a request by Northern Aggregates that 
it be acknowledged by the board that it 
had “vested rights” over gravel mining 
operations at Harris Quarry.

Northern Aggregates claimed it had 
vested rights because it then owned 
the quarry, and because, it claimed, 
commercial gravel extraction operations 
had been going on there since before 
January 1, 1976, when the Surface Mining 
and Reclamation Act became law. 

As a result of declaring that Northern 
Aggregates did possess vested rights in 
the quarry, the county abandoned its ability 
to set a ceiling for rock extraction at the 
quarry. The remaining condition was that 
expansion of the quarry would be “gradual 
and natural” and would not include an 
“impermissible intensification of quarry 
use.”

Keep the Code sued Mendocino County 
in the summer of 2014 over its vested rights 
determination. 

In October 2015, former Mendocino 
County Superior Court Judge Richard 
Henderson found in favor of Keep the Code 
on the vested rights issue. Henderson said 
there was testimony on both sides of the 
issue but ruled the preponderance of the 
evidence supported the contention there 
had not been a continuous commercial 
mining operation at the quarry before 
January 1, 1976. Northern Aggregates 
appealed Henderson’s decision. 

Meanwhile, Keep the Code’s lawsuit 
against the county for its use permit/EIR 
and asphalt plant decision went to the 
trial. As noted above, the trial court found 
largely in favor of the county and Northern 
Aggregates. Both Keep the Code and 
Northern Aggregates appealed the trial 
court’s decision. 

On November 30, 2018, the Court of 
Appeals ruled on both appeals. As noted 
above, the appeals court upheld the 
determination that the county had erred 
in approving the vested rights claim. The 
appeals court did not exactly re-try the 
case, but it searched in the record for 
evidence that the trial court had done its 
job fairly. 

As the Court of Appeal wrote: “Under the 
governing standard, we review the record 
to determine whether there is substantial 
evidence that supports the court’s findings, 

not those of the county. Applying the correct 
standard, we have no trouble concluding 
that evidence exits to support the court’s 
findings.” 

Concerning the use permit/EIR case, 
the appeals court found the trial court had 
done its job properly. It concluded the EIR 
was adequate, except in the two instances 
mentioned above, having to do with project 
alternatives 4 and 5.

Although the county did not specifically 
examine all of the possible cumulative 
impacts of approving a Mining and 
Processing Combining District for all 
quarries located in the county, the appeals 
court ruled the county had “set forth its 
findings addressing the challenges to the 
zoning change, finding it was unlikely that 
existing quarries, other than Harris Quarry, 
would seek rezoning under the MPCD, 
and that any future effects will themselves 
require analysis under CEQA.” 

The court also found with the trial court 
on challenges to the EIR regarding the 
water supply assessment, the analysis 
of daily air emissions from traffic, the 
alleged failure of the EIR to set daily limits 
to asphalt production, the study of traffic 
safety, the failure of the EIR to use most 
recent greenhouse gas threshold numbers, 
and the failure of the EIR to recommend 
adequate steps to reduce nitrous oxide 
emissions. 

The appeals court agreed with the trial 
court that, “for the most part, the county 
proceeded in the manner required by law 
and that its decisions are supported by 
substantial evidence in the record.” 

“Our role here is not to decide whether 
the county acted wisely or unwisely, but 
simply to determine whether the EIR 
contained sufficient information about a 
proposed project, the site, the surrounding 
area and the projected environmental 
impacts arising as a result of the proposed 
project or activity, to allow for an informed 
decision,” the appeals court wrote. “In 
this case, we find the EIR was sufficient 
for its required purposes, except to the 
extent noted as to the consideration of two 
alternatives to the project.”

The rest of
Quarry From Page 1

The rest of
Calendar From Page 1

Fridays at the end of each high school 
trimester, a full week of minimum days in 
October for parent/teacher conferences 
at all schools, and having every other 
Tuesday (instead of the current practice of 
every Tuesday) be a minimum day.

Of the minimum days during the October 
conference week, Superintendent of 
Schools Mark Westerburg pointed out that 
“generally speaking, conferences have 
been in K-5, and middle school has been 
off and on.

“These are K-12 conferences,” he said. 
“I’m expecting the high school to have 
conferences as well. Those parents need 
to be given the opportunity to talk about 
what’s working and what’s not working with 
their child.”

The change in the number of Tuesday 
minimum days was met with strong 
objections from four teachers.

Westerburg explained his reason for 
making the change.

“The rationale is pretty simple. We need 
more instructional time,” he said. “Several 
board members would like zero minimum 
days and increased instructional hours. My 
job is to help us get to where we need to 
be, and time on task is a big factor.”

But the teachers weren’t buying that 
argument. They valued having Tuesday 
afternoons to collaborate among 
themselves, thought the change would 
cause confusion for parents and students 
alike, and complained about lack of 
adequate notice and not having a chance 
to provide input.

Fourth-grade teacher Lisa Mey began 
the discussion by saying she “had big 
concerns about this calendar, [and] I don’t 
think you had any input from staff.

“Zero research supports seat-time 
correlating to student achievement,” she 
said. “There’s a huge body of information 
about teacher collaboration and student 
achievement. I can’t emphasize enough 
the importance of teacher collaboration.”

“I don’t know what Lisa’s referring to 
[regarding] data,” Westerburg replied. “I 
don’t know where that’s coming from.”

“It’s evidence-based research,” Mey 
responded.

“It was easy when every Tuesday was 
a minimum day. It will be confusing every 
other Tuesday,” said fourth-grade teacher 
Amy Grooms. “I was blindsided by it.... Are 
we going to ask parents what they think?”

“I’m not in favor of it for many reasons,” 
said Brookside Elementary special 
education teacher Laura Rowland. 
Teachers having collaborative time to 
meet on Tuesdays “has been working at 
Brookside, and we’ve been working to 
improve what we have.”

She added that managing collaborative 
time “outside of the regular day” was 
more manageable at the charter school 
because they “only have six teachers,” and 
complained that “stakeholders were not 
invited into the process.”

Second-grade teacher Sandy Lucier said 
“teacher input” would have been good,” 
thought the calendar “kind of wacky,” and 
was concerned about “losing collaborative 
time.”

Trustee Paula Nunez said she “thought 
WTA [Willits Teachers Association] had 
input” into developing the school calendar 
each year.

“They did, but not this revised one. Some 
revisions don’t have to go to WTA” said 
executive assistant to the superintendent 
Trina Cardillo. “This was just put together 
because after negotiation we had to add a 
[professional development] day.”   

“Instructional time is critical [and] has 
to come from somewhere. We need more 
time on task,” said Westerburg. “All you’ve 
got to do is look across town. The charter 
[school] day is 40 minutes longer every 
day, and they don’t do minimum days. They 
have 125 more hours of instruction in their 
elementary than we do.

“If you’re going to tell me that doesn’t 
make a difference ... at each grade level 
results are good,” he said. “I’d have zero 
minimum days.”

Acknowledging, however, that 
“collaborative time is important,” 
Westerburg said: “We could work on 
collaboration outside of the contractual day 
[and] compensate for that.”

And Westerburg reminded everyone 
that, when he was hired in 2016, “my 
instructions were simple. Try to get us in a 
better place. To continue to do what we’ve 
always done is not going to get to that 
place. If you don’t like it, and have a better 
plan, great, let’s do it.

“But to not do anything ... is just like the 
facilities,” he said. “I hear all the time, ‘I 
don’t think people will go for a bond.’ You 
know what, if they vote no, 99 to 1, I’m still 
going to ask for it because my job is to give 
us the best ... not to say ‘sorry, somebody 

might not like it ... we’re not even going to 
talk about it.’

“I feel the same with instructional time,” 
he said.

However, Westerburg did leave room for 
revisions if the changes proved ineffective 
or unworkable.

“Does it change? Does it get adjusted?” 
he asked. “We’ve got to start somewhere.... 
There’s no perfect solution. At some point I 
had to make a decision.”

Whether there was adequate public 
notice of the change was addressed, but 
no conclusions were reached.

“The calendar was posted on Facebook 
... [including that it was] coming before 
the board,” said Trustee Jeanne King. “I 
expected there to be a flood of parents 
here.”

“As far as I know, [parents and teachers] 
were not made aware before today,” said 
fourth-grade teacher Amy Grooms. “Maybe 
I missed a Facebook post.”

Trustee Robert Chavez asked 
Westerburg whether there was “some way 
to get the schedule out earlier.

“Ultimately the calendar is up to you,” 
Chavez said. “But it’s always nice to get 
input from the troops. The more input we 
get, the better for you in the long run.”

In that case, “I would hear from people 
who don’t like it,” said Westerburg. “So how 
do you gauge that?”

King agreed that the “public has to be 
notified.”

District videographer and maintenance 
technology employee Richard Smith 
informed meeting attendees that “for 
transparency and availability of information, 
[there will] be a new app next year that can 
push information out to everyone.”

Board members weighed in, mostly in 
support of the superintendent’s decision.

“I appreciate, Mark, that you’re willing to 
adjust if things go sideways,” said Chavez. 
“I’m sure there will be discussion about this 
in negotiations next year.”

He noted the change would “have 
plusses and minuses” and he appreciated 
the teachers’ “passion for collaboration.”

Board President Alex Bowlds had 
some reservations about the change but 
supported Westerburg’s decision.

“Mark was exactly correct. We gave him 
marching orders to get us in a better place, 

especially with test scores and improving 
the overall experience of our kids,” 
Bowlds said. “I agree wholeheartedly that 
continuing to do what we’ve been doing 
[and] expecting different results is simply 
not something we can do.”

“The perfect scenario would be that all 
Tuesdays would be minimum or none 
would,” Bowlds added. “I don’t like every 
other one only because it can be confusing 
to parents. Still, parents will adjust. They 
will adapt, and if this doesn’t turn out to be 
the best thing for us, I’ll be first to say, let’s 
go back to what we had in place until we 
find something better.

“But I’m also willing to try new things. I 
think we have to try new things, and I’m 
sorry it’s not going to be ideal for everybody, 
but we’ll have to adapt; do the best we can; 
see if it makes a difference for us.”

Trustee Bob Colvig acknowledged 
having two Tuesdays a month as minimum 
days might “cause confusion.”

King agreed the change might be difficult, 
but was willing to give it a try in light of the 
need to do something about district test 
scores.

She wondered whether there were 
other districts that had implemented the 
change successfully, and both Chavez and 
Westerburg cited Konocti and St. Helena 
districts as examples.

“I would like to remind the teachers 
that four out of five on this board worked 
in schools,” said King. “And this board 
is headed in the right direction in terms 
of trying to find the best for everybody 
concerned.

“When I decided to run for the board, 
I didn’t realize our test scores were so 
low,” she said. “We have to do something 
and can’t keep doing the same thing and 
expecting different results.

“We wouldn’t be the only district; other 
districts seem to be doing fine with every 
other week, so I’m willing to a least try this 
and see if it makes a difference.”

She added the change had been 
made “with input from administrators,” 
and said she had “a lot of respect for the 
administrator at every school site.

“I know that change is hard,” she said, 
“but it’s not necessarily bad.”

Nunez simply said, “all who spoke took 
care of my concerns.”

The vote to approve the calendar was 4 
to 1, with Nunez voting no.
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This could be YOUR AD!

Business card ads are just 
$24 a week in black and 

white! Call: 972-7047

Sharon Noah 
489-0441 

 

Margaret Andrews 
354-3977 

Christopher Martin 
367-3173 

 

Barbara Mercer 
489-2922 

Jake McFadden 
354-3874 

Elida Cardona 
354-1538 

Sal Madrigal 
354-1950 

DRE# 00528452 
707-459-6175 

Buy one of both! The best views, privacy, water, sun and owner terms. 
Two parcels totaling over 50 acres, two address and much more.    

Offered at $899,000 

390 South Main Street Willits, CA 95490  

FEATURED PROPERTY 
Presented by: Jake McFadden 

Alison Pernell 
972-1364 

www.RealtyWorldSelzer.com 

Your Future is 
Electric
Induction cooktops and smart 
thermostats. Electric heating and 
air conditioning systems. All 
powered by clean energy.

We’ll pay you to build smarter. Visit 
sonomacleanpower.org/aer or call 
1 (855) 202-2139 to learn more. 

Presented by

SCP AER 5 x 10.5 All electric.pdf   1   7/26/18   10:23 AM

We all live somewhere on a mental-health 
continuum, between sane and insane, well-
adjusted and maladjusted, anxious and 
unworried, self-confident and insecure. 
Choose and insert the extremes of your 

choice.
Where we fall 

within that range 
in all our individual 

complex glory is in no small measure 
dependent upon our deep-rooted behaviors 
that work and deep-rooted behaviors that 
don’t. 

The good news is that many of the ones 
that don’t, can be identified and changed 
for the better in a relatively short time with 
the use of clinically and scientifically proven 
techniques that anyone can do. 

That’s one takeaway from a recent 
talk at the Willits Center for the Arts given 
by marriage and family therapist Paul 
Jacobson, which was presented by Avenues 
to Wellness, a program of the Frank R. 
Howard Foundation.

Jacobson began his talk, titled “Working 
with Habitual Patterns,” with a brief reference 
to the American Psychiatric Association’s 
approximately 1,000-page-long tome, 
“Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders, Fifth Edition,” which is widely 
used to diagnose and classify mental 
disorders.

“It basically categorizes what insurance 
companies will pay for,” he said. “It gives 
names and is misapplied lots of times.

“Labeling doesn’t necessarily help. We’re 
all on a continuum of variables,” he said. 
“We’re all bozos on this bus.”

So what’s a bozo to do?
Jacobson described a few of the proven-

to-work techniques and skills that he uses 
and teaches in his practice to the audience 
– self-observation, meditation, mindfulness, 
and breathing meditation.

We humans can self-observe. We have 
(what we believe to be, the unique) “ability to 
be conscious of what is going on inside and 
outside” of us, said Jacobson. In this state 
of mind, we can “remove ourselves from a 
situation,” see what “stimulus is causing” our 
reaction and choose to behave in a different 
way than what we’re automatically used to.

As for meditation, if you are one of the 

many people who know how good it is 
for you but haven’t yet taken the plunge, 
Jacobson makes an airtight case for the 
benefits of diving in.

He described a study about the effects 
on brain and immune function of an eight-
week training program in mindfulness 
meditation, in which brain electrical activity 
was measured before and after meditation, 
and then measured again four months 
later. Brain activity in members of a control 
group who did not meditate was similarly 
measured. 

At the end of the eight-week period, all the 
participants were given a flu vaccine.

The results: Measurements of brain 
activity in the meditators showed a 
significant increase in brain activation in 
“areas of the brain that produce emotions 
known to be positive,” with corresponding 
increases in antibody titer rise in response 
to the vaccine.

The brain activity and antibody titer 
measurements of participants who did not 
meditate did not reflect similar increases.

Jacobson also recommended “a form of 
meditation ... [called] ... mindful breathing.

“Be conscious of your breath no matter 
what you’re doing,” he said. “It provides a 
focal point and has a number of good uses.”

He also talked about “the world’s happiest 
man,” a Tibetan monk named Matthieu 
Ricard, who has meditated a lot for a 
long time and participated in studies and 
research on the effects of meditation.

When meditating on compassion, sensors 
hooked up to Ricard’s brain showed “off 
the chart” production of gamma rays and 
increased activity in the brain area known 
for positivity – the left prefrontal cortex. 

Ricard teaches that happiness is a skill 
and “everyone is helped by a half hour [of 
meditating] a day.

“I think that’s true,” said Jacobson.
And that is not wishful thinking. Science 

confirms, he told the audience, that, 
throughout our lives, our brains exhibit 
neuroplasticity – a fancy name for the 
brain’s capacity to physically change and 
adapt in a number of ways for various 
reasons – including in response to the skills 
and techniques Jacobson teaches in his 
practice.

Although a life-long possibility, 
neuroplasticity, as one might imagine, is 
present to a higher degree in the developing 
brain – underscoring the need to pay 
attention to mental health early on.

In this regard, Jacobson went into some 
detail on a study that focused on adverse 
childhood experiences and how they 
correlate to a person’s lifelong mental and 
physical health, called the ACE study.

In the late 1990s, over 17,000 people were 
asked 10 questions about their adverse 
experiences as children in the areas of 
physical, sexual and emotional abuse, 
physical and emotional neglect, exposure to 
domestic violence, household mental illness 
and substance abuse, parental separation 
or divorce, and household member 

incarceration. 
Participants answered each question with 

a “yes” if they had the experience or “no” 
if they didn’t, and scored 1 point for each 
“yes.”

The study included long-term follow-up of 
participants’ health outcomes.

“The results,” said Jacobson, “were 
profound.”

Some examples he gave included a score 
of 4 compared to a score of 0 correlated to 
a 700 percent increase in alcoholism and 
doubling of the risk of being diagnosed with 
cancer. A score above 6 was associated 
with a 3,000 percent increase in attempted 
suicide.

Jacobson also pointed out the 
physiological impacts of the stress on 
children living with adverse experiences 
includes constant overproduction of cortisol 
and adrenalin – hormones usually more 
infrequently produced in response to “fight 
or flight” situations – and that such persistent 
high levels of these hormones correlate with 
numerous short- and long-term adverse 
outcomes.

The need for mental health care in 
childhood is obviously vital and predictable.

And the same techniques Jacobson 
employs with adults work with children.

“Children can be taught emotional 
management,” he said. “It seems like a no-
brainer to bring some of these techniques 
into the classroom.”

Indeed, he repeatedly questioned why 
the simple and proven techniques he 
incorporates into his practice aren’t a part 
of everyday life, beginning sentences with 
preambles such as ... “why aren’t we? ... 
seems we should ... seems like we ought to 
do something about it.”

“Emotions are not being managed 
effectively,” he said. “Why not make society 
a better place?”

Jacobson has been a licensed marriage 
and family therapist since 1981, and 
currently has a private practice in Willits 
counseling individuals, groups, families and 
couples. He is starting a group in the fall and 
can be reached at 459-1418. 

The Avenues to Wellness first Tuesday 
speaker series will resume in September 
after a summer break. 

Avenues to Wellness speaker Paul Jacobson discusses 
the effects deep-rooted behaviors have on our mental health

Joanne Moore
Features Writer
joanne@willitsweekly.com

Above: Marriage and family therapist Paul Jacobson with Avenues to Wellness contributor and 
Commonwealth Garden Director Ananda Johnson, left, and Suzanne Picetti-Johnson, Avenues 
to Wellness director, right. Jacobson gave a talk about mental health as part of the Avenues to 
Wellness series.

Photo by 
Joanne 
Moore

crisis residential treatment center (CRT), or 
psychiatric health facility (PHF). Measure 
B funds are intended to construct and 
supplement the operations and treatment 
services of psychiatric behavioral health 
facilities. Voters are concerned that, after 
18 months, a site has not been selected, 
delaying construction. 

Measure B, in part, states: “Provide for 
assistance in the diagnosis, treatment and 
recovery from mental illness and addiction 
by developing:

1) A psychiatric facility and other 
behavioral health facilities; and a regional 
behavioral health training facility to be used 
by behavioral health professionals, public 
safety and other first responders.

2) Provide for the necessary infrastructure 
to support and stabilize individuals with 
behavioral health conditions, including 
addiction and neurological disorders.

3) Create a Mental Health Treatment 
Fund entirely dedicated to fund improved 
services, treatment and facilities for 
persons with mental health conditions into 
which 100 percent of the revenue from this 
measure shall be deposited.

4) Create a politically independent 
“Mental Health Treatment Act” Citizen’s 
Oversight Committee which shall review the 
independent annual audit of expenditures 
and the performance management plan for 
compliance with the specific purpose of this 
ordinance.” 

In 2018, Mendocino County contracted 
with the Kemper Consulting Group to 
provide a recommended plan of action 
for allocation of Measure B revenues. The 
Kemper Report recommended a continuum 
of care including: 
• A crisis stabilization unit 
• A crisis residential treatment center 
• A psychiatric health facility  

Per the Measure B Oversight Committee 
2019-2020 chair: “The CSU would be 
a locked facility and provide a location 
in which sheriff’s deputies, hospital 
emergency personnel, and mental health 
workers could transport people in need of a 
safe, secure place for up to 24 hours. 

“The CRT would provide a place for 
people to remain voluntarily for up to a 
month while receiving mental health and/or 
addiction treatment. 

“The PHF would be a long-term 
psychiatric facility for people with more 
intense mental health issues where they 
could receive the treatment they need over 
the course of several weeks.”  Ukiah Daily 
Journal, April 2, 2019 

These three interconnected programs 
would supplement existing mental health 
services in Mendocino County to help 
provide a continuum of care. This mental 
health system of care is effective for the 
client and reduces costs to the county. 

The 11-member Measure B Mental 
Health Act Citizens Oversight Committee 
meets for two hours once a month. The 
committee should act with a sense of 
urgency to meet the expectations of the 
voters and the needs of the mentally ill. 
The critical issue is to focus on choosing a 
site and then building the facility(s). The GJ 

believes the 11-member committee is an 
unwieldy body. Utilizing ad hoc committees, 
meeting on a regular basis, to report back 
would be more effective. Forming two 
ad hocs, one focusing on site location/
construction and the other on operations/
treatment, could accelerate the process.  

The GJ is concerned about the length of 
time it has taken the committee to make just 
three recommendations. After 18 months of 
meetings, the public has no clear view of 
the progress of Measure B facilities and 
programs. The CEO report would be an 
ideal vehicle to report status and timelines 
of Measure B projects.

The board of supervisors’ responsibility 
is to prepare and publicize a plan with 
goals and timelines for the completion 
of the facility(s). The committee has 
identified three potential sites in Willits 
and Ukiah for the facilities; however, the 
project cannot move forward without a 
decision on site location(s). The BOS has 
directed staff to research and recommend 
a site(s) for the CSU, CRT and PHF. The 
committee’s authority is limited to making 
recommendations to the BOS which 
authorizes spending and implementation. 

The committee recommended two 
additional Mobile Outreach & Prevention 
Services to augment existing MOPS 
serving North County, South Coast and 
Anderson Valley. The MOPS have reduced 
law enforcement officers’ time spent on 
persons who are in crisis.  

At the committee’s recommendation, 
the BOS approved the hiring of an 
administrative project manager. The county 
is currently in the process of interviewing 
candidates. This position would provide 
project management assistance for 
Measure B, including budget and timeline 
compliance.  

The Measure B Mental Health Treatment 
Fund account was established April 2018 
with revenues derived from sales tax 
allocations and interest. As of May 2019 
there is a balance of $7,321,506 in the 
account. 

Glossary
5150: a person, as a result of a mental 
health disorder, who is a danger to others, 
or to himself or   herself (California Code, 
Welfare and Institutions Code - WIC 
§5150) 
CSU: Crisis stabilization unit 
CRT: Crisis residential treatment 
MOPS: Mobile Outreach & Prevention 
Services 
PHF: 16-bed psychiatric health facility aka 
the “PUFF” 
Continuum of Care: Services offered for 
mental health and substance use disorder 
treatment  

Background
The BOS closed the county’s PHF in 

2000. Since the closure, those whom 
law enforcement deemed to be 5150 are 
taken to an emergency room. The rooms 
allotted for psychiatric patients are limited. 
Law enforcement maintains custody of 
the patient in the ER until released to a 
qualified mental health employee. The 

patient is then assessed and a course of 
treatment is determined. 

Methodology
The GJ attended or viewed meetings, 

including the following:  
• Mendocino County Board of Supervisors
• Measure B Oversight Committee
• Mendocino County Mental Health Board
• Redwood Community Services 

The GJ interviewed law enforcement, 
auditor, Mental Health staff, and 
representatives of nonprofits dealing with 
mental health issues. The GJ examined 
the Measure B fiscal account, including all 
income and expenses, the Kemper Report 
on Mental Health, and other relevant 
documents. 

Discussion
Measure B was placed on the November 

2017 ballot to secure funds to build mental 
health facilities and to supplement mental 
health services. The cost to put Measure B 
on the ballot was $161,578. 

The Measure B account paid $37,470 
for the Kemper Report which detailed the 
condition of Mendocino County mental 
health services and recommended better 
use of county revenue and expenses.  

The Measure B Oversight Committee is 
comprised of:  
• Mendocino County CEO
• Mendocino County Behavioral Health 
Director
• Mendocino County Mental Health 
Director
• Mendocino County Sheriff
• Mendocino County Auditor
• NAMI representative (National Alliance 
on Mental Illness)
• Five appointees, one from each of the 
five supervisorial districts  

The committee’s responsibility is to 
research and make recommendations to 
the BOS.  

The public passed Measure B in 
November 2017, expecting the committee 
to act with a sense of urgency. After more 
than 18 months, meeting only two hours a 
month, a recommendation to the BOS was 
finally made to consider three locations. 
The BOS has directed staff to research and 
evaluate the three options. At this pace, the 
design and construction process will delay 
completion far into the future.

The committee recommended hiring 
an administrative project manager. The 
BOS approved this at the March 2019 
meeting and applicants are currently being 
interviewed. 

The committee also recommended two 
additional MOPS to augment existing 
MOPS serving the North County, South 
Coast and Anderson Valley. BOS’ approval 
cannot be given until the 2019/2020 budget 
is established in July 2019. 

Measure B, a half-cent sales tax for five 
years, is projected to bring in approximately 
$7 million annually. Upon sunset, a one-
eighth cent sales tax will continue unless or 

until the tax is repealed by a majority vote 
in a general election. Of these revenues:   
• 75 percent is to be allocated for facilities 
for five years
• 25 percent is to be allocated for services 
for five years, with 100 percent for 
services thereafter 

Findings
Finding 1. Mendocino County does not 

have a dedicated CSU, CRT or PHF at this 
time. 

Finding 2. The Measure B Citizens 
Oversight Committee meets for two hours 
each month. 

Finding 3. The committee has identified 
three potential sites for the CSU, CRT and 
PHF; however, no site has been chosen by 
the BOS. 

Finding 4. All recommendations by the 
committee must be approved by the BOS. 

Finding 5. The committee recommended, 
and the BOS approved, hiring a project 
manager. 

Finding 6. Two additional MOPS were 
recommended by the Committee. 

Finding 7. The 11-member committee can 
be unwieldy with its variety of perspectives, 
opinions and expertise. 

Recommendations 
The GJ recommends that: 
Recommendation 1:  The committee 

form two ad hoc committees, one focusing 
on site location and construction and the 
other on operations and treatment.

Recommendation 2: the Committee 
can address policies, procedures and job 
descriptions during construction.

Recommendation 3:  the BOS prepare 
and publicize a plan with goals and 
timelines for the completion of the CSU, 
CRT and PHF, e.g. Mendocino County 
website and local news media.

 Recommendation 4: The BOS’ priority 
should be planning and construction of the 
three facilities.  

Responses 
Pursuant to Penal Code §933.05, 

responses are required from the following 
individual(s):  From the following governing 
bodies: 
• Board of Supervisors (F1-F7 and R1-R4) 

The governing bodies indicated above 
should be aware that the comment or 
response of the governing body must be 
conducted subject to the notice, agenda 
and open meeting requirements of the 
Brown Act.
Editor’s Note: The Mendocino County 
Grand Jury report, ““Measure B: Mental 
Health Treatment Act: Where Are We?,” 
has been published in full, except for some 
source links. 
To learn more about the grand jury, 
a citizen organization established by 
California law to review and investigate 
county and city governments, and issue 
reports about its investigations, visit:   
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
grand-jury.

The rest of
Measure B From Page 1

The rest of
Suspends From Page 1 The rest of

MSWMA From Page 1

Monday, July 1, 2019 and bans all residential outdoor 
burning of landscape debris such as branches and leaves. 

Since January 1, 2019, CalFire and firefighters across 
the state have already responded to over 1,570 wildfires. 
While outdoor burning of landscape debris by homeowners 
will no longer be allowed as of July 1, CalFire is asking 
residents to take that extra time to ensure that they are 
prepared for wildfires by maintaining a minimum of 100 
feet of defensible space around every home and building 
on their property and being prepared to evacuate if the 
time comes. 

Here are some tips to help prepare homes and property:
• Clear all dead and or dying vegetation 100 feet from 

around all structures.
• Landscape with fire resistant plants and non-flammable 

ground cover. 
• Find alternative ways to dispose of landscape debris 

like chipping or hauling it to a biomass energy or green 
waste facility.

CalFire may issue restricted temporary burning permits 
if there is an essential reason due to public health and 
safety. Agriculture, land management, fire training, and 
other industrial-type burning may proceed if a CalFire 
official inspects the burn site and issues a special permit. 

The suspension of burn permits for residential 
landscape debris does not apply to campfires within 
organized campgrounds or on private property. Campfires 
may be permitted if the campfire is maintained in such a 
manner as to prevent its spread to the wildland. A campfire 
permit can be obtained at local fire stations or online at 
PreventWildfireCA.org.

For more information about how you and your family can 
prepare for wildfire, visit www.ReadyForWildfire.org.

hoc committee consisting of Brown and Fort Bragg 
City Councilwoman and MSWMA representative 
Jessica Morsell-Haye and charged it with meeting 
with Lombari to determine if MSWMA’s current 
staffing is capable of meeting the MSWMA 
workload. 

According to Willits City Councilwoman and 
MSWMA’s Willits representative Madge Strong, 
moving Lombari to the general manager position 
may mean other MSWMA staff will have to take on 
additional or different tasks. 

Asked for her response to the move by the 
MSWMA board, Strong said she was “very relieved.” 

“I had been expressing some concerns about 
privatizing over the past several meetings,” Strong 
said. “I feel very relieved that, at the very least, we 
are not rushing anything, that we are going to retain 
public oversight over this public service, at least for 
a while. That’s a big relief to me, that we aren’t fast-
tracking this.” 

According to MSWMA board chair Brown, also 
a member of the Ukiah City Council, Lombari 
has been doing many of the duties of a general 
manager since former MSWMA General Manager 
Robert Carlson resigned on October 31, 2018. 

“Things have been running pretty smooth,” 
Brown said. “The vote [to appoint Lombari] was 
unanimous.”

In addition to halting the move toward privatization 
and hiring Lombari as interim general manager, 
the MSWMA board approved a 5 percent raise for 
all MSWMA employees and gave Lombari a 10 
percent raise over and above her office manager 
salary. 
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Willits United Methodist
A Christ centered, progressive church

ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)

Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 10:00 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 a.m.
459-2855

Facebook: www.facebook.com

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom
i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services

More information?
Call 707-456-9934

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church

803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Pastor, Bill Nobles
Information: 456-9668

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714

Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Serivice - 10:45 a.m.
1st Sabbath of every month 

family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066

Church Services/Communion
& Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Healing Prayer 3rd Sunday

ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

Grace Community 
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits

Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.

Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies

Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor

459-3106

St. John
Lutheran Church

Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:

Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School  

following the service.
(707) 459-2988

24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490

Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:

Saturday confessions - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Mass -
9:00 a.m. English

10:30 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490

Where love is first
and the Bible is central.

Sunday Services:
9:15 a.m. - Bible Class,

adult & children
11:00 a.m. - Worship

Awana: Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.
Info? 707-459-1905

www.agapebiblechurch.com

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

Call for more information
459-2176

1501 Baechtel Road • Willits

THRIFT 
STORE

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

BUY ONE
GET ONE FREE

SALE JULY 1ST THRU JULY 13TH

On Clothing
and

Knick Knacks
(Specialty clothing

not included.)

PARTICIPANTS PIT ENTRY: $30 WITH 2 PIT PASSES; PIT PASS ONLY $25; SOLD AT BACK GATE BY MLM

AT THE RODEO GROUNDS ARENA • MAIN GATE OPENS AT 5PM 

TRUCK PULLS
2019 WILLITS FRONTIER DAYS

Thank you 
to all our 
sponsors:

MoRE info: 
272-5395

Marcy barry

GENERAL ADMISSION: ADULTS - $14; UNDER 12 - $6 

of Willits

Little Lake 

Auto Parts
Burgers 

Garman
& Sons

Construction

Bouthillier's 
Construction

FRIDAY, JUNE 28TH

“It’s a lot of moving parts for their minds, 
and it develops this kind of independence,” 
Kayne explained. “Usually, if a kid misses 
one, it’s their only one. They feel so bad, 
and they wanted to be there, that they learn 
how not to miss another one.”

Kyne also explained that the Otters, along 
with the other teams at the meet, are part of 
USA Swimming, Pacific Swimming’s Zone 
3. The organization keeps track of all of the 
registered swimmers’ times. The new times 
from this event will be registered this week. 
The times are important to the organizers 
and swimmers. Swimmers keep track of 
their times and watch their progress, which 
is one of the main emphasis of the Willits 
Otters team, to be in competition with 
themselves. 

New to the Willits Swim Meet was the 
Oaklantis team from Oakland. Coach Scott 
Thompson started the swim school and 
team four years ago to make swimming 
affordable to everyone through USA 
Swimming. The program makes it possible 
for swimmers who want to learn how to 
swim, join a team, and then travel out of 
the Bay Area for meets.

“We travel to two meets a year, summer 
and winter. It’s a really fun part of the 
experience that you get with the team. 
We travel and go out to dinner together 
and by spending that time together we 
build our community,” Thompson said. The 
Oaklantis swimmers and parents stayed 

at Willits motels and went out to a pizza 
dinner in town. “Thanks to everyone who 
put the meet on. It’s really nice, and we’re 
having a good time,” Thompson added.

Coach Thompson touched on a very 
important part of the USA Swimming, 
Pacific Swimming’s “Diversity and 
Inclusion” program. According to its 
website, the primary objective of the 
program is to “increase multicultural, 
ethnic, and socioeconomic diversity and to 
foster an inclusive environment at all levels 
of the sport of competitive swimming.”

As Kyne explained it, they do this by 
greatly reducing the yearly registration and 
insurance fees for qualifying swimmers, 
from $85 to $5. Swimmers also receive 
reduced rates for the meets from $50 to 
$8. Visit the Willits Otters website at https://
willitsotters.weebly.com/ to learn more. 

Willits Mayor Gerry Gonzalez, who’s 
volunteered to be the swim meet announcer 
year after year, told Willits Weekly that all 
volunteers get a chance to go out of town 
to other swim meets and volunteer. It helps 
them learn their jobs better.

“And it’s an economic crosspollination,” 
he laughed. “When anyone does that, 
they stay at motels and usually shop in 
that town and eat at local restaurants. Like 
the volunteers, families and swimmers are 
doing at this event.”

To keep up with the Willits Otters, visit the 
“Willits Otters Swim Team” on Facebook. 

The rest of
Otters From Page 8

Above: Members of the Willits Lions Club pose during the Cowboy Breakfast in the cook 
shack at the Rec Grove, including from left: Dean Baumann, Diana Bell, Eldon Miler, Jim 
Holmes, Skip Lucier, Bill Barker and Virginia Jorge. At right, from top: A breakfast fit for 
a cowboy: pancakes, eggs and ham. Eager to make their way to the cook shack, Ron 
Moorhead, Dan Guy, Ida Guy, Cathy Moorhead and Kathy Graves smile for the camera. 
Willits Lion Ken Bell flips ready-to-eat cakes into the tin pan for service. Below, left: Willits 
Lions busy at all stations inside the cook shack. Below, right: Tickets in hand and ready 
to eat pancakes, including, from left: Stephanie Dawson, and Jen and Chris Hartless.

Pancake Party

Photos by Maureen Moore

Eggs, ham and, of course, pancakes 
enjoyed at annual Cowboy Breakfast



The sidewalks, parking lots 
and stores of downtown Willits 
were filled with one of the biggest 
turnouts of shoppers and strollers 
yet seen for the annual Hometown 
Celebration last Friday.

The cooler weather and the large 
number of participating businesses, 
clubs and groups made it impossible 
to resist stopping by to see what 
was going on during the four-hour 
event. 

Brick and mortar storefronts kept their doors open late, offering 
shoppers specials and sales, and non-downtown or other offsite 
businesses popped up tents and tables to share in the fun. 

Parking lots and sidewalks were filled with everything to do, 
including photos in a Volkswagen van, a super blow-up slide 

that even toddlers could enjoy, 
face painting, a petting zoo, and a 
dunk tank where the hand-and-eye 
coordinated could pay $5 to try and 
dunk Mendocino County Sheriff Tom 
Allman to benefit the Willits Frontier 
Days Juniors. 

Food vendors set up offering tasty 
treats, and restaurants had lines out 
the doors with happy and hungry 
eventgoers. The Live Oak Belgians 
were back, offering horse and 

carriage rides; the Willits Wild Bunch were selling tickets for their 
barrel cooler raffle; and 2019 Willits Frontier Days contestant 
Jaden Doak was out selling tickets to the rest of the upcoming 
Willits Frontier Days events. 

– Maureen Moore

The Chamber is committed 
to creating...

a strong local economy, 
a healthy business environment

and a livable community

707-459-7910 www.willits.org

Business, Visitor & 
Community

information & assistance

NEARY and O’BRIEN
Attorneys at Law

110 S. Main Street, Suite C
Willits, CA 95490

www.nearyobrienlaw.com
(707) 459-5551

cjneary@nearyobrienlaw.com       jobrien@nearyobrienlaw.com

EMERALD CITY
nursery@emeraldcitywilllits.com

distribution@emeraldcitywillits.com

CLONES
PROCESSING PACKAGING

AND
DISTRIBUTION

FOR
LOCAL FARMERS

300 East Hill Road
Willits, CA 95490
(707) 456-9830

FAMILY OWNED

Above, from left: The Willits Wild Bunch poses with the barrel cooler they’re raffling off during Friday’s Hometown Celebration. Dan Hansen and Shalee Johnson smile outside their photo bus. Local artist 
Peggy Hebrard shows her paintings for sale at the Art in the Plaza, held during Friday’s event. Nancy and Mickey Reed were dressed for the occasion in red, white and blue. Peter and Laura Koch enjoyed 
milling about the shops and vendors Friday. Below: Mendocino County Sheriff Tom Allman, left, spent the first hour of the celebration in the dunk tank, raising money for the Willits Frontier Days Juniors. 
As he was leaving the tank, an excited Roger Ham of the American Legion, center, tried to coax Allman back into the tank. Despite Ham’s offer for more than the $5 per ball originally charged, Allman 
chuckled, shook his head, and gave it a soggy pass. Below, right: Allman poses with Hailey Riley, Lisa Arkelian and Elena Arkelian of the Willits Frontier Days Juniors after his time in the tank.

Above: Willits Frontier Days Sweetheart contestant 
Jaden Doak was out selling tickets for the Frontier 
Days events during the celebration. 
Far left: Sidewalks were filled with vendors and 
shoppers, too! At left: The Willits 4-H held a petting 
zoo featuring baby rabbits, a turkey and goats for 
animal fans to enjoy.
At bottom, from left: Jolene Carrillo, left, pauses 
and smiles with friends Evie Longwith, Susanna 
Wilson and Sharon Baumann as they strolled 
along Main Street Friday afternoon. Mustaches and 
cotton candy make for a fancy and fun Hometown 
Celebration. Willits’ two new restaurants, The Dogg 
House and Bangkok Thai, both had lots of interested 
diners, eager to try the new food offerings.

Photos by Maureen Moore

Holy Moly 
Hometown

Willits comes out in  
large numbers to kick off  
Willits Frontier Days 2019
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Willits Weekly’s 
Puzzle Page

Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

HOW  T O 

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are 

formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order 
in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
1. Stores
 6. Worthless entertainment
 9. Where scientists work
13. Pretty flower
14. A way to act
15. Double-reed instrument
16. Type of acid
17. Famed astronomer
18. Smooth, shiny fabric
19. Profited from
21. Secret clique
22. Infections
23. Crony
24. Teens go here every 
      day (abbr.)
25. Suitable
28. Fresh Price of __ Air
29. Ancient city of Egypt
31. Basketball move
33. Polished
36. There’s a north 
      and a south
38. Egg of a louse
39. Once-ubiquitous  
       department store
41. Portray precisely
44. Thick piece of something
45. Period between eclipses
46. Indicates near
48. Investment account

49. England, Scotland, N.  
      Ireland, and Wales (abbr.)
51. Beak
52. Void of skill
54. Walked back and forth
56. A display of passion
60. Geological times
61. Type of restaurant
62. Spacious
63. Edible seaweed
64. Utah city
65. Tropical tree
66. Nervous tissue compound
67. Body part
68. Muscles and tendons

CLUES DOWN
 1. Draw out wool
 2. Give someone a job
 3. Chemical and ammo  
      manufacturer
 4. Footsteps
 5. The Palmetto State
 6. Books have lots of them
 7. Diverse Israeli city
 8. It’s mightier than the sword
 9. Confines
10. First month of the Jewish  
       ecclesiastical year
11. Idah’s highest peak

12. Prevents from seeing
14. Determine time
17. Father children
20. Tab on a key ring
21. Dog genus
23. Peter’s last name
25. Request
26. Walk heavily
27. Allowances
29. English football squad
30. Fish-eating aquatic  
       mammals
32. South Pacific island  
      region
34. Unaccounted for
35. Small taste of whiskey
37. Ventilated
40. Helps little firms
42. One of means
43. Fencing swords
47. Inches per minute (abbr.)
49. Turn upside down
50. S. African semi desert
52. Dutch names of Ypres
53. Instruct
55. Oily freshwater fish
56. Italian river
57. Sneaker giant
58. The men who man a ship
59. Some need glasses
61. Body part
65. Indicates position
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By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly
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 Something intriguing has begun to grow 
in the “garden” behind the Willits Center for 
the Arts. At the direction of Curator Gary 
Martin, the first sculpture was erected last 
month, a natural wood creation by Loren 
Madsen, who had the recent “Worry Beads” 

exhibit at the WCA. 
“The Alien” as 

he called it, stands 
about 20 feet tall and 

projects otherworldly shadows on the blue 
wall of the Noyo Theatre behind it. As the 
sun moves through the sky, the shadows 
morph into ever-changing shapes.

The sculpture garden was conceived by 
Martin to utilize the blank space between 
the WCA and the ceramic studio annex. 
“The Alien” is the first of five or six sculptures 
that will adorn the space eventually, rotated 
every three months to create a fluid 

exhibition of local three-dimensional artists. 
Martin would like to invite all those who 

are interested, to submit their designs for 
inclusion in the garden. The WCA has 
purchased a fence which will protect the art 
once it is installed.

Eventually, Martin would like to find 
sculptures to place in the City Park as well 
as artistic benches. There are also two 
trees in the park which have been trimmed 
to interesting forms on which he would 
like to find wood workers to create new 
designs. Wood sculptors are encouraged 
to submit concepts for these trees.

The art world in Willits is an ever-growing 
and ever-changing one, which provides an 
outlet for local artists to display their work. 
Look for more ideas and concepts in the 
near future.

Willits Center for the Arts 
seeks submissions for new sculpture garden

Mathew Caine
Features Writer
mathew@willitsweekly.com

Darling T.J.
Ever meet a walking puff ball? Well, meet T.J.! 

This darling Shih Tzu came to us after being hit by 
a car recently, but luckily, he had no lasting injuries 
and is completely healed. This sweet little guy is 
playful, curious, and ready to find out what his 
future has in store. Do you have any ideas that he 
might like? If so, come meet him and discuss these 
possibilities and who knows – maybe a perfect 
match may result! Don’t wait! 

The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino 
County is located at 9700 Uva Drive, Redwood 
Valley. Open hours: 1 to 5 pm, Wednesday through 
Friday; and 11 am to 3 pm, Saturday and Sunday. 
Please give us a call at 707-485-0123 if you have 
questions. You can view all our adoptable dogs 
and cats on Petfinder or through our website: 

mendohumanesociety.com. To volunteer or help take the dogs for a walk, please join 
HSIMC on Sundays at 11 am for an orientation.

Playful Patches
Patches knows “Sit,” “Down,” and “Speak,” 

and he would love to take some canine refresher 
courses! Patches is focused, engaging, athletic, 
playful, energetic and joyful, with a velvety coat and 
beautiful, brown eyes. His boundless enthusiasm 
may make him a great running partner. During 
his evaluation and meet and greet, Patches was 
introduced to our tester dog, Chipper, and both 
dogs were good boys! Patches aims to please! 
Patches is a 2-year-old neutered male, mixed-
breed dog who currently weighs 46 pounds.

The Ukiah Shelter is located at 298 Plant Road 
in Ukiah. Adoption hours are Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday from 10 am to 4:30 pm, 
and Wednesday from 10 am to 6:30 pm. To view 
photos and bios of some of the other wonderful 
adoptable animals here, please visit online at: 
www.mendoanimalshelter.com or visit the shelter. For more info about adoptions, call: 
707-467-6453.

Photo courtesy of Kathi Shipley

Above, from left: Curator Gary Martin prepares the ground for the WCA’s new sculpture 
garden. Martin helps unload the first sculpture, “The Alien,” by Loren Madsen. “The 
Alien” dwarfs WCA Manager Holly O’Rourke. Below, left: Gary Martin and sculptor Loren 
Madsen help erect Madsen’s artwork. At right: One of two trees in City Park that have 
been trimmed to interesting forms. Curator Gary Martin would like to find wood workers 
to create new designs on the trees.

Photos by Mathew Caine

The officers of the Willits Police 
Department handled 240 incidents in this 
seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations 
and Arrests

June 17
12:33 am: Officers initiated a missing 

person investigation in the 100 block of 
East Mendocino Avenue.

5:56 am: WALKER, Claud Alexander 
(31) of Willits was 
contacted in the 100 
block of Franklin 
Avenue. He was 
arrested on felony 
charges of first 
degree burglary 
and violation of 
parole, and on 
m i s d e m e a n o r 
charges of resisting 
an officer.

11:12 am: 
MAIERS, John 
Thomas (28) 
of Whittier was 
contacted in the 
100 block of Margie 
Drive. He was 
arrested pursuant to 
459 PC (Burglary).

5:26 pm: Officers 
responded to a report of illegal camping in 
the 100 block of West Oak Avenue.

6:43 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 1500 block of 
South Main Street.

7:36 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of illegal camping in the 700 block of South 
Main Street.

June 18
10:22 am: Officers initiated a hit-and-run 

vehicle collision investigation in the 300 
block of Creekside Drive.

12:48 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious person in the 1700 block of 
South Main Street and issued a warning.

2:17 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 200 block of 
Margie Drive.

3:38 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 1400 block of South 
Main Street.

9:32 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 1100 block of 
South Main Street.

June 19
12:27 am: Officers responded to a report 

of a suspicious vehicle in the 200 block of 
East Commercial Street.

1:19 am: Officers responded to a report 
of several suspicious subjects in the 1400 
block of South Main Street.

5:12 am: Officers responded to a report 
of a prowler in the 100 block of Mill Creek 
Drive.

7:43 am: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation near the intersection of Penn 
Street and California Street.

10:20 am: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 300 block of North Street.

12:18 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious person in the 1700 block of 
South Main Street.

3:10 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of trespassing in the 800 block of South 
Main Street.

4:01 pm: Officers initiated a fraud 
investigation in the 300 block of East 
Commercial Street.

7:33 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 300 block of Creekside 
Drive.

11:40 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious person in the 1600 block of 
South Main Street.

June 20
4:49 am: Officers responded to a report 

of a suspicious person in the 1600 block of 
Baechtel Road.

8:08 am: Officers responded to a report 
of a suspicious vehicle in the 100 block of 
West Valley Street.

9:20 am: Officers responded to a report 
of an assault in the 1100 block of Magnolia 
Avenue.

9:55 am: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 1700 block of 
South Main Street.

10:18 am: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of 
Franklin Avenue.

11:21 pm: Officers initiated a missing 
person investigation in the 100 block of 
East Mendocino Avenue.

June 21
5:41 am: Officers initiated a vehicle theft 

investigation in the 100 block of South Main 
Street.

8:15 am: Officers 
responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in 
the 1300 block of South 
Main Street.

9:27 am: Officers 
responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject 
in the 25000 block of 
Sherwood Road.

12:04 pm: Officers 
responded to a report of 
suspicious activity in the 
300 block of Creekside 
Drive.

9:12 pm: Officers 
responded to a 
disturbance in the 100 
block of Bush Street.

10:43 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance near the intersection of Holly 
Street and Locust Street.

10:45 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance near the intersection of Locust 
Street and Walnut Street.

10:53 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance near the intersection of 
Highway 20 and Coast Street.

11:35 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 1300 block of Eval 
Claire Street.

June 22
5:31 am: Officers responded to a report 

of harassment in the 800 block of South 
Main Street.

9:59 am: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 1700 block of South 
Main Street.

12:04 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 800 block of 
South Main Street.

12:27 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of an unwanted subject in the 200 block of 
South Main Street.

5:56 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of 
East Barbara Lane.

6:55 pm: THORNSBERRY, Brandon 
Dean (23) of Willits was contacted near the 
intersection of Blosser Lane and Robert 
Drive following a report of a hit-and-run 
vehicle collision. He was arrested pursuant 
to 182 PC (Criminal Conspiracy), 148 (A) 
(1) PC (Resisting Arrest), and 31 VC (False 
Information to a Peace Officer).

7:54 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 400 block of Maple 
Street.

June 23
12:20 am: Officers responded to a 

disturbance in the 100 block of East 
Commercial Street.

1:08 am: Officers responded to a 
disturbance near the intersection of 
Railroad Avenue and East Oak Street.

2:39 am: Officers responded to a report 
of a prowler in the 1400 block of South 
Main Street.

5:28 pm: Officers initiated a theft 
investigation in the 100 block of Madden 
Lane.

6:06 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 300 block of Robert 
Drive.

6:37 pm: Officers responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 1100 block of South 
Main Street.

10:20 pm: Officers responded to a 
disturbance in the 100 block of Fort Bragg 
Road.

Claud Alexander Walker of Willits.
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“Lana and I are very honored to be recognized 
by the Willits Frontier Days organization as 
this year’s Heritage Award recipients,” said 
Steve Eberhard.
 The pair were chosen for their past service 
to Willits Frontier Days. Steve was the official 
photographer for more than a decade, 
while Lana created the WFD program and 
managed our website from 2004 to 2011.
“We were just new to town when we became 
involved with Frontier Days in 2002. We 
were never treated as outsiders or strangers; 
instead we were treated like family and 
warmly welcomed into our new community,” 
said Steve.
A Vietnam veteran, and talented 
photographer, Steve appreciates the spirit 
of the Fourth of July and its importance to 
Willits. He saw taking photos as a great 
way to tie that spirit back into community. 
He especially enjoyed showcasing all the 
WFD events and activities, and capturing 
special moments like the crowning of the 
Sweetheart.
Lana is a certified graphic designer, and used her skills to showcase 

Steve’s photos on posters for the rodeo 
as well as the Truck Pull event which 
started during their years with WFD. 
Lana recently retired from the Mendocino 
College Foundation where she served 
as Marketing/Program Specialist and 
Scholarship Coordinator. Last September 
she was diagnosed with a recurrence 
of breast cancer after 19 years cancer-
free. She is now in the final stages of her 
treatments and expects to make a full 
recovery.
“I am deeply touched by all the support 
we have received from our friends in the 
community, and from everyone at Frontier 
Days,” said Lana. “We understand that 
many of the cowboys and cowgirls will be 
wearing pink during this year’s events to 
help raise awareness in the fight against 
cancer. That is simply amazing.”
Although Lana’s treatments might make 
it impossible for the Eberhards to attend 
this year’s Frontier Days festivities as 

Heritage Award recipients in the traditional sense – riding on the float in 
the parade, being presented at the rodeos, etc. – you can count on them 
being there in the true spirit that exemplifies Willits Frontier Days.

Full Service
Meat Department

(Custom cut and wrap of game animals)

Farm Fresh Produce

Deli Items fresh daily

Natural & Organic section

Large Beer & Wine section

Fresh brewed Coffee & Tea

Health & Beauty Aids

Housewares & Toys & GiftsHousewares & Toys & Gifts

Household Products

Lawn & Garden Supplies

™

WE ARE GROW WEST™

Grow West™ is a company formed through 
collaboration and partnership of its two major 
founding members, Colusa County Farm Supply and 
The Lyman Group, Inc. With roots beginning in 1954, 
the company has evolved and grown from a single 
location to operations encompassing 15 locations and 
supporting 6 Joint Ventures.

WE SERVICE
n  Conventional Farming

n  Organic Farming

n  Sustainable Farming

Grow West™ offers:
n Consulting Packages

n Seed Sales & Recs

n Crop Protection Products

n Fertilizer and Fertility 
Products, Dry & Liquid

n Vineyard, Livestock, Farm & 
Ranch Supply

n Financing Programs

n Lab Analysis

n Livestock Feeds

n Pumps, Tanks & Fittings

n Water Testing & Treatment

n Weather Monitoring Network

GrowWest.com
Learn more at:

LOCATIONS
LAKEPORT
707-279-4654

SONOMA
707-939-1820

GEYSERVILLE
707-433-7035

UKIAH 
707-462-1492

UKIAH - Organics 
707-468-8154 or find us on    

J.D. Redhouse is a locally owned mercantile in the heart of downtown Willits with 
family roots in Mendocino County that span five generations.
It has been the goal of J.D. Redhouse, from its inception, to work together with 
local groups and leaders to support the Willits community.
We donate our time and resources whenever possible to help assist our schools, 
youth sports, and many other charitable organizations. Working together with 
Frontier Days has always been an enjoyable way to give back to our community, 
and we look forward to many more years of service.
It is an honor to be named the Willlits Frontier Days 2019 Grand Marshal. We 
invite you all to join us in displaying “Community Pride” by celebrating the history 
of our community and country during this year’s festivities.
The J.D. Redhouse family, including, from left: Jake Whitehurst, Ashtan 
Bloomquist, Darlene Bixler, Kaleb Whitehurst, and Aybrie Whitehurst, front.

2019 Willits Frontier Days Grand Marshal

J.D. Redhouse

2019 Willits Frontier Days Heritage Award Winners

Steve and Lana Eberhard

Above: 2019 Willits Frontier Days 
contestant Jaden Doak, left, smiles 
with the winner of the 2018 title, 
Lilah Garman. At right: Jaden Doak 
models her western wear including 
a floral skirt by Vintage Collection 
Pinto Ranch, a black felt hat by Rodeo 
King, and a silver concho belt and 
black boots by Cody James. Doak’s jewelry included a 
natural blue stone necklace and silver heart earrings. 
Doak noted her appreciation to Marcy Barry, Riata King 
and Nicol Kunka for lending her some of the pieces. At 
right: Doak walks her horse Brandy over poles in the 
Horsemanship judging portion of the contest. Below: 
Doak smiles with Poise and Personality judges Neomi 
Bertolino, left, and Nick Durupt, right. 

Above, left: Jaden Doak talks with judge Terry Silva, answering questions and showcasing 
her equestrian knowledge as a part of her Horsemanship judging. Above: Jaden Doak, right, 
sells tickets to past Sweetheart Liz Day after her judging session. At right, top: Doak gives her 
speech. At right: Doak smiles with grandma June Sizemore, right, and little sister Arya. At right, 
below: Sisters Julia and Lilian Hardy sing in the National Anthem Contest.

At left, above: First-place 
winner Gloriel Hulbert smiles 
for the camera. At left: The 
2019 singers pose with 
members of the Colvard family 
who coordinate the national 
anthem contest each year.

National 
Anthem 
Contest 

at Rodeo 
grounds

Four singers gathered 
on the lawn of the Willits 
Frontier Days rodeo 
grounds to sing “The Star 
Spangled Banner”  last 
Sunday to compete for the 
honored role of singing 
the national anthem at the 
upcoming events. 

All were able to secure 
a performance spot; first 
place went to Gloriel 
Hulbert, who will sing 
at the parade and the 
July 4 CCPRA Rodeo; 
second place went to 
Julia and Lilian Hardy, 
who will sing at the July 3 
CCPRA Rodeo; and third 
place went to Barbara 
O’Rearden who will sing 
at the Junior Rodeo on 
July 5.

Come cheer them on at 
the WFD events coming 
up next week.

– Maureen Moore

Sweetheart Judging
Ticket sales aren’t the only factor in  

Willits Frontier Days Sweetheart Contest
In addition to ticket sales, two days of judging are held to help determine contestants’ 

readiness for the title of Willits Frontier Days Sweetheart, including speech, modeling 
and horsemanship contests. 

On Saturday, June 22, the 2019 contestant Jaden Doak gave her speech and 
modeled Western wear for a gathered group at the Willits Community Center, and 
answered questions from judges Nick Durupt and Neomi Bertolino. 

On Sunday, June 23, Doak showed her horseback skills by riding a pattern and 
doing her Queen run, and also answered questions from horse show judge Terry Silva.

Since she is the only contestant running this year, Doak will be crowned Sweetheart 
at the invite-only dinner this Saturday, June 29.

– Maureen Moore
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CLASSIFIEDS

Event Spaces 
Available

Event spaces available 
at the Willits Center for 
the Arts! • Great Room 
• Classroom • Ceram-
ic Studio For inquiries, 
email manager@wil-
litscenterforthearts.org 
or call 459-1726. For ad-
ditional information visit: 
www.willitscenterforth-
earts.org/rentals

Drivers Wanted
Shuster’s Transportation, 
Inc seeks Class A Drivers 
for Full Time Chip Truck 
position. Benefit package 
includes medical, dental, 
and holiday pay. Min 
1 year experience and 
current DMV report 
required: (707) 459-4131

Freezer Empty?
We can help! 

John Ford Rancher’s 
Choice Box- 50 pounds: 
steaks, roasts, and 
ground beef.  Now $325 
($6.50 per pound).  Nat-
ural ranch-raised grass 
fed beef, no hormones 
or antibiotics. Call 459-
5193. Leave a message.  

For Sale
2002 Chevy Silverado 
extended cab, 4X4 truck 
with camper shell, and 
towing package. Sharp 
and reliable, only 82,000 
miles, $6,000. Call 707-
459-2734.

The Fruit Group
Freestone Peaches 
& Nectarines Yellow 
& White & Tomatoes. 
Every other Thursday 
starting July 11. Brenda: 
707-459-9335 or 
thefrui tgroup95490@
yahoo.com

Help Wanted
Cage/Vault Manager, 
Marketing Manager, 
Casino Controller, Cage/
Vault Cashier: Full-time, 
various shifts, weekends, 
Salary: DOE, with 
benefits, preferred, but 
not necessary, gaming 
experience. Applications 
can be found at www.
svrcasino.com , 
Sherwood Valley Casino 
Admin. Office or e-mail 
HR at ktuttle@svrcasino.
com. Signing bonus of 
$100 and if referred a 
referral bonus of $100.

Help Wanted
Willits USD is hiring! 
Assistant Cook, 7 hours 
per day, 10 months 
per year, school days. 
Requires TB and 
fingerprint clearance and 
a SafeServ Certificate. 
For more info or to apply, 
please contact Laura 
Sleeper at 707-459-
5314. 

Help Wanted
Groundsmen. Full 
Time Position. Need a 
valid Driver’s License; 
knowledge of how to use 
a chainsaw. Call (707) 
459-1940 to apply. 

Help Wanted
Mortuary Transport 
Driver: $20/hr – 4 hr 
min. On call, nights and 
weekends. Must have 
valid CDL and pass a 
drug test. Pick up an 
application at Anker-
Lucier Mortuary, 95 W 
Commercial St., Willits. 
459-5515

Help Wanted
AH-Home Health & 
Hospice is looking to fill 
the following positions: 
full-time: RN and PT and 
part-time or per diem: 
OT, ST & HHA. Call 
H/R Trudy at 707-456-
3230 or apply online at 
adventisthealth.org. 

Help Wanted 
At Covelo ranch: 
Exchange ranch and 
outdoors work for rent. 
Ideally with a trailer. Man 
or woman, retiree a plus. 
Must have good work 
ethic, be clean, healthy, 
reliable, with references. 
Call for details: 707-272-
6354.

Housecleaning
Vacuuming, dusting, 
thorough sanitization 
of counter tops, 
appliances, floors and 
bathrooms. $25 hourly, 
includes stainless and 
granite clean and shine. 
Monica: 707-510-6626. 
Business License No. 
119837.

Jazzercise Classes 
in Willits!

Want to shake things 
up a little this Summer? 
Come check out a class; 
first one is on me! 8:45 
AM, Monday through 
Friday, at The Grange, 
Room 9. Info: 707-472-
9016. 

Computer Help
Need help with your 
computer? I will come to 
your home or business. 
PC, Macintosh, Android 
and IOS devices. 
Repairs, configuration 
and tutoring: $50/hr. Call 
Liam 459-2470 or email 
macamergin@yahoo.
com. 

Office Space 
for Rent

1 large space 3400’. 
Several small offices 
100’ & 270’. Call Megan 
972-8776.

RV/Trailer Space 
for Rent

Space for RV’s and 
Trailers $425 per 
month, includes water 
& garbage. Close to 
Safeway in Willits. Call 
Tony (707) 510-5895. 
See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

Trailer Space for 
Rent

House trailer space for 
1 person in Covelo for 
rent, on beautiful 30 acre 
private ranch, $350/
month, includes trash, 
water and septic. Call for 
details: 707-272-6354.

Volunteers 
Needed

Frank R. Howard 
Memorial Hospital is 
looking for positive 
members of the 
community to volunteer 
in the gift shop, 
in format ion/greet ing 
desk, hospitality cart and 
the garden. Hours are 
flexible and can include 
weekends. More info? 
Call 456-3245.

For Rent
Clean & Quiet 2 
Bedroom, 1 Bath, newly 
decorated, close to 
shopping, N/S, N/P, 
Washer & Dryer Facility 
on premises, garbage 
paid. $875.00 per month. 
Armco: 707-459-9601

SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing 
Teacher

Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Seamqueen.blog

707-367-6182, Willits

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

Include your ad:  
$10 for 30 words 

for 2 weeks!
Email us: 

willitsweekly@gmail.com

WW221

Fictitious Business Name 
Statement 

2019-F0446
The following person is doing 

business as Cake & Glazed, 50 
South Main Street, Willits, CA 
95490 / mailing address: 2054 
Lupine Drive, Willits, CA 95490

Registered owner: Philip Roland,  
2054 Lupine Drive, Willits, CA 
95490.

This business is conducted by an 
individual. The registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name 
listed above on N/A.

Statement filed with the 
Mendocino County Clerk-Recorder 
on June 7, 2019.
/s/  Philip Roland

Publication dates:
6/13, 6/20, 6/27 and 7/4/2019
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CITY OF WILLITS

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
PROJECT NO. 2019-03

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Sealed bids for:
The work shown on the project plans entitled:

CITY OF WILLITS
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

PROJECT PLANS
For:

North Maple Road Improvement & Storm Drain Replacement Project -
Project No. 2019-03

Installing 56 feet of new 15” HDPE storm drain pipe and replacing 406 feet 
of existing 18” CMP with new 18” HDPE and Aluminized steel storm drain 
pipe on North Maple Street and placing new drainage structures on West 
Mendocino and North Maple Streets, removing one drop inlet and
removing 95 feet of existing RCP storm drain pipe, abandoning one out-
of-service sewer main, grinding 3 inches of existing asphalt and placing an 
3-inch asphalt overlay on North Maple Street, doing approximately 3 CY of 
dig-out work, constructing 2 new pedestrian ramps, sidewalks, walkways, 
284 LF of new curb and gutter, filling designated street area with Class II
asphalt base, filling yard areas with engineered soil, placing riprap and willow 
stakes at new and existing storm drain outfall, and striping.

IN
City of Willits, County of Mendocino, State of California

&
The work described in specifications books entitled:

CITY OF WILLITS - BID BOOK & TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
CITY OF WILLITS - PROPOSAL PACKET

CITY OF WILLITS - AWARD PACKET
For:

North Maple Road Improvement & Storm Drain Replacement Project -
Project No. 2019-03

IN
City of Willits, County of Mendocino, State of California

will be received by a designated representative, of the City of Willits, Coun-
ty of Mendocino, State of California, until the hour of 11:00 a.m., July 18th, 
2019, at which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud in the City 

Council Chambers, of the City of Willits, located at 111 East Commercial 
Street, Willits, California.

Bid forms for this work are included in a separate book entitled:
Proposal Packet For:
City of Willits
Public Works Department
North Maple Road Improvement & Storm Drain Replacement Project -
Project No. 2019-03
Example award forms for this work are included in a separate book entitled:
Example Award Packet For:
City of Willits
Public Works Department
North Maple Road Improvement & Storm Drain Replacement Project -
Project No. 2019-03

THE ENGINEER’S ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE COSTS IS: $312,767.00
Key Dates:
• Pre-bid Meeting: July 9, 2019, 9:00 a.m. (on site)
• Final Questions from Bidders: July 10, 2019
• Final Addendum Issued: July 12, 2019
• Bid Opening: July 18, 2019, 11:00 a.m.
• Project Start Date: August 19, 2019
• Project length: 40 calendar days
Interested bidders should contact the following in order to obtain a complete 
copy of the Bid Book, Proposal Packet, Award Packet, Contract, General 
Provisions, Special Provisions, and Project Plans:
Brandy Sanderson
City of Willits
111 E. Commercial St.
Willits, CA 95490
(707) 459-7143
A non-refundable fee of $50.00 will be collected for each set that is obtained 
from the City of Willits.
Plans and specifications are also available for review at the following Builders 
Exchange offices:
Construction Bidboard (Ebidboard)
11622 El Camino Real, #100
San Diego, CA 92130
Phone: 800-479-5314
Email: support@ebidboard.com
Website: www.ebidboard.com
Humboldt Builders Exchange
1213 5th Street
Eureka, CA 95501
(707) 442-3708
Website: www.humbx.com

Dodge Data & Analytics
830 Third Avenue, 6th Floor
New York, NY 10022
Phone: 877-784-9556
Email: support@construction.com
Website: www.construction.com
North Coast Builders Exchange
1030 Apollo Way
Santa Rosa, CA 95407
707-542-9502
707-542-2027
Website: www.ncbeonline.com

Upon request Plans and Specifications may also be sent electronically at 
no cost.
Responsible bidders shall submit to the City complete, executed copies of all 
required documents listed in the Bid Book, at the time and place, and in the 
manner specified above.
In accordance with California Public Contract Code Section 20170, all bids 
must be presented under sealed cover and include one of the following 
forms of bidder’s security: cash, cashier’s check made payable to the City, 
certified check made payable to the City, or a bidder’s bond. The amount of 
bidder’s security provided must equal at least ten percent (10%) of the total 
of the bid price for the base bid and any additive or deductive items listed in 
this notice.
The successful bidder must then submit to the City complete, executed 
copies of all required documents listed in the Award Packet, within fourteen 
(14) calendar days after receiving the written Notice of Award, from the City 
Engineer, of the City of Willits, of the award of the project. Bidder’s Security 
of any successful bidder that fails to do so will be forfeited to the City. Such 
required documents include, but are not limited to, a payment or labor and 
materials bond in an amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the amount 
payable by the terms of the project contract and that satisfies the
requirements of California Civil Code Section 3248, and a performance bond 
in an amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the amount payable by the 
terms of the contract. All project bonds must be executed by an admitted 
surety insurer in accordance with applicable law and acceptable to the City.
Pursuant to Section 1773 et seq. of the Labor Code, the general prevailing 
wage rates in the county, or counties, in which the work is to be done have 
been determined by the Director of the California Department of Industrial 
Relations. These wages are set forth in the General Prevailing Wage Rates for 
this project, available from the California Department of Industrial Relations’ 
Internet web site at http://www.dir.ca.gov/DLSR/PWD, and also from the 
City of Willits, Public Works Department, located at 380 E. Commercial St., 
Willits, CA 95490. The Federal minimum wage rates for this project that are 
predetermined by the United States Secretary of Labor may be examined at 
the offices described above. Addenda to modify the Federal minimum wage 
rates, if necessary, will be issued to holders of the Bid Book. Future effective 
general prevailing wage rates, which have been predetermined and are on 
file with the California Department of Industrial Relations are referenced but 
not printed in the general prevailing wage rates.
Attention is directed to the Federal minimum wage rate requirements in the
Bid Book. If there is a difference between the minimum wage rates
predetermined by the Secretary of Labor and the general prevailing wage 
rates determined by the Director of the California Department of Industrial 
Relations for similar classifications of labor, the Contractor and
subcontractors shall pay not less than the higher wage rate. The Department 
will not accept lower State wage rates not specifically included in the Federal 
minimum wage determinations. This includes “helper” (or other
classifications based on hours of experience) or any other classification not 
appearing in the Federal wage determinations. Where Federal wage
determinations do not contain the State wage rate determination, otherwise 
available for use by the Contractor and subcontractors, the Contractor and 
subcontractors shall pay not less than the Federal minimum wage rate, which 
most closely approximates the duties of the employees in question.
A pre-bid conference is scheduled for Tuesday, July 9, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. on 
site, at the intersection of West Mendocino Ave. and North Maple Street, in 
Willits, CA. This meeting is to inform bidders of project requirements and to 
inform subcontractors of subcontracting and material supply opportunities. 
Bidders’ attendance at this meeting is not mandatory, but recommended. 
Minutes from the meeting will be distributed in an addendum on Friday, July 
12, 2019.
Bids are required for the entire work described herein and the successful
bidder will be required to furnishing all materials, equipment, labor, 
transportation, light, power, water, and services required to accomplish all 
improvements shown on the Project Plans, whether specified and/or implied 
or required to attain the completed conditions contemplated in the design, 
by the Engineer.
All work shall conform to the City of Willits, County of Mendocino, or State
of California, Department of Transportation, Standard Plans and
Specifications, current edition and all work must be done in accordance in 
with the Bid Book, Technical Specifications, Proposal Packet, Award Packet, 
Contract, and Project Plans for the:

North Maple Road Improvement & Storm Drain Replacement
Project - Project No. 2019-03

The contractor shall possess a Class A license at the time this contract is 
awarded.
This contract is subject to state contract nondiscrimination and compliance 
requirements pursuant to Government Code, Section 12990.
Inquiries or questions based on alleged patent ambiguity of the plans,
specifications or estimate must be communicated as a bidder inquiry prior 
to bid opening. Any such inquiries or questions, submitted after bid opening, 
will not be treated as a bid protest.
CITY OF WILLITS: s/Cathy Moorhead, Deputy City Manager/City Clerk
Publication Dates: June 27 and July 4, 2019
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE 

UNDER DEED OF TRUST LOAN: WATKINS OTHER: 91213476 T.S. #: 
19042-PR. NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION IN 
THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED.*  *PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE Section 
2923.3(a), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION REFERRED TO ABOVE 
IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT, 
BUT TO THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 9/29/2014. 
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY 
BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD 
CONTACT A LAWYER.
NOTICE is hereby given that REDWOOD TRUST DEED SERVICES, 
INC., as trustee, or successor trustee, or substituted trustee pursuant to 
the Deed of Trust executed by CHRISTOPHER L. WATKINS and 
MONICA A. WATKINS, husband and wife as Joint Tenants, recorded on 
10/17/2014 as Instrument No. 2014-12430 in Book -, Page - of Official 
Records in the office of the County Recorder of MENDOCINO County, 
California, and pursuant to the Notice of Default and Election to Sell 
thereunder recorded 3/14/2019 in Book --, Page -, as Instrument No. 
2019-02720 of said Official Records, WILL SELL on 7/17/2019 At the main 
entrance to the Mendocino County Courthouse, 100 North State Street, 
Ukiah, CA 95482 at 10:00 AM AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE HIGHEST 
BIDDER FOR CASH (payable at the time of sale in lawful money of the 
United States), all right, title and interest conveyed to and now held by it 
under said Deed of Trust in the property situated in said County and State 
hereinafter described:
ALL THAT REAL PROPERTY LYING IN SECTIONS 22 AND 27, 
TOWNSHIP 20 NORTH, RANGE 14 WEST, MOUNT DIABLO BASE AND 
MERIDIAN, MENDOCINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, WHICH IS MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
THOSE PORTIONS OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF 
SECTION 22 AND THE NORTH 1/2 OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF 
SECTION 27 WHICH LIES SOUTH AND EAST OF THE CENTERLINE 
OF THE COUNTY ROAD KNOWN AS THE BIGGAR HIGHWAY AND 
SOUTHERLY AND WESTERLY OF PARCEL 24 AND THE CENTERLINE 
OF CORRAL CREEK AS SHOWN ON THAT CERTAIN PARCEL 
SUBDIVISION MAP FILED IN MAP CASE 2, DRAWER 27, PAGE 19, 
MENDOCINO COUNTY RECORDS.
Assessor's Parcel Number: 036-200-91-00 The property address and 
other common designation, if any, of the real property described above is 
purported to be: 36905 Covelo Road, Willits, CA
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of 
the property address and other common designation, if any, shown herein. 
If no street address or other common designation is shown, directions to 
the location of the property may be obtained by sending a written request 
to the undersigned within 10 days of the date of first publication of this 
Notice of Sale. The property heretofore described is being sold "as is".
The total amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the 
property to be sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses and 
advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$197,830.64.
In addition to cash, the Trustee will accept a cashier's check drawn on a 
state or national bank, a check drawn by a state or federal credit union, or 
a check drawn by a state or federal savings and loan association, savings 
association or savings bank specified in Section 5102 of the Financial 
Code and authorized to do business in this state. In the event tender other 
than cash is accepted, the Trustee may withhold the issuance of the 
Trustee's Deed until funds become available to the payee or endorsee as 
a matter of right.
Said sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, express or 
implied, regarding title, possession or encumbrances, to satisfy the 
indebtedness secured by said Deed of Trust, advances thereunder, with 
interest as provided therein, and the unpaid principal balance of the 
Note(s) secured by said Deed of Trust with interest thereon as provided in 
said Note(s), fees, charges and expenses of the trustee and the trusts 
created by said Deed of Trust.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful 
bidder's sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return of monies paid to 
the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse.
Dated: June 17, 2019
REDWOOD TRUST DEED SERVICES, INC., as said Trustee ATTN: 
ROBERT CULLEN P.O. BOX 6875
SANTA ROSA, CA 95406-0875
By: ROBERT CULLEN, President
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this 
property lien, you should understand that there are risks involved in 
bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the 
property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not 
automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You 
should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. 
If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible 
for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can 
receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the 
existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this 
property by contacting the county recorder's office or a title insurance 
company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you 
consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same 
lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of 
sale may be postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, 
trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. 
The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements be 
made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present 
at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been 
postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale 
of this property, you may call (714) 730-2727 or visit this Internet Web site: 
www.servicelinkASAP.com, using the Trustee Sale number assigned to 
this file, T.S. #19042-PR. Information about postponements that are very 
short in duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may not 
immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet 
Web site. The best way to verify postponement information is to attend the 
scheduled sale. A-4697102 

Publication dates: 06/27/2019, 07/04/2019, 07/11/2019

Taxes* | Investments | Insurance
Real Estate* | Payroll & Bookkeeping*

EA # 00105934  •  CA DRE # 01854336  •  CA Insurance LIC # 0H68496
Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Securities offered 
through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC (doing insurance business in CA as CFGFS 
Insurance Agency), member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from 
any other named entity. *These services  are not offered through Cetera Financial 
Specialists LLC **Investment email

Nicholas Casagrande, EA

855.240.6606
675 S Main St, Willits, CA 95490
105 W Clay St, Ukiah, CA 95482

nicholas@ncfi nancialgroup.com
nicholas.casagrande@ceterafs.com**

VIDEO GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Movie Times for 6/28 thru 7/4                                 Tightwad Tuesday Title for July 2nd is in RED - All tickets: $5

ANNABELLE 
COMES HOME

SPIDER-MAN:
FAR FROM HOME

(PG13)
2 hrs 10 mins
Tues-Thurs:
1:30, 4:30 & 

7:30pm

(R) 1 hr 46 mins
Fri-Sun:

1:45, 4:15, 6:45
& 9:15pm

Sun-Thurs:
3:15, 5:45
& 8:15pm

TOY STORY 4
(G) 1 hr 40 mins

Fri-Sun:
1:00, 3:25, 5:50

& 8:15pm
Mon-Thurs:
2:25, 4:50
& 7:15pm

MEN IN BLACK
INTERNATIONAL

(PG13)
1 hr 55 mins

Fri-Sun:
1:15, 3:50, 6:25

& 9:00pm
Mon:

2:50, 5:25
& 8:00pmHappy 4th of July!

Vegetarian and vegan options.

TNT MARKET
Tues.-Sat. 11am to 10 pm

Indian Food

35 West Commercial • Willits 
707-456-1290

CARSTAR.com

CARSTAR UKIAH  YOKUM'S BODY SHOP
550 TALMAGE RD
UKIAH,  CA 95482
7074626636

CARSTAR YOKUM’S BODY SHOP
1619 S MAIN STREET
WILLITS, CA  95490
7074599385

WE'RE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT 
YOKUM'S BODY SHOP IS NOW 
CARSTAR YOKUM'S BODY SHOP! 
SAME GREAT PEOPLE WITH A FRESH NEW LOOK, 
STILL FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1982.

RENTED
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

TSG No. 5030200-8751889
TS N0.100081025
APN: 100-321--02-01 Property address: Vacant land at on 3751 
Primrose Drive, Willits, CA 95490 Block 12 Lot 6 Brooktrails Vacation 
Village Subdivision.
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF 
TRUST DATED May 24, 2014 UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE.  IF YOU NEED 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.
On Friday the 19th day of July , 2019, at the hour of 10:00 o’clock 
A.M., of said day, at the front entrance of the Brooktrails Sales Office 
24895 Birch Street, Willits CA 94590, County of Mendocino, State of 
California, Recon Financial Inc., as Trustee, will sell at public auction, 
to the highest bidder for cash, in lawful money of the United States 
and/or the cashier’s, certified or other checks specified in Civil Code 
Section 2924h (payable in full at the time of sale to Recon Financial 
Inc. the following described real property, situated County of 
Mendocino, State of California, and commonly known as 
BROOKTRAILS VACATION VILLAGE SUBDIVISION.
And being more particularly described as follows:
That certain real property situated in the County of Mendocino, 
State of California, described as follows: Block 12 Lot  6, of  Tract 
86, BROOKTRAILS VACATION VILLAGE SUBDIVISION as per map filed 
August 17, 1966, in Case 2, Drawer 7, Page 1, Mendocino County 
Records, as amended by map filed August 16, 1967, in Map Case 2 , 
Drawer 7, Page 2.Unit No. APN:100-321-02-01. If you need 
directions to find property, please send your request to Recon 
Financial, 111 Deerwood Road Suite 100, San Ramon, CA 94583.
Said sale will be made without covenant or warranty, expressed 
or implied, regarding title, possession or encumbrances to satisfy 
obligation secured by and pursuant to the power of sale conferred 
in a certain deed of trust executed by: Walter Hernandez  as Trustor, 
to RECON FINANCIAL INC., A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION as Trustee, 
for benefit and security of The Deerwood Corporation, a California 
corporation, dated May 24, 2014, and recorded July 16, 2014 In the 
office of the County Recorder in the County of Mendocino, State of 
California, in Book n/a   of Official Records at page n/a. Document No. 
2014-08381
The Total amount of unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the 
property to be sold, including estimated costs, expenses and 
advances is: $20,030.86 : NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are 
considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that 
there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be 
bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at 
a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear 
ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien 
being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder 
at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens 
senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear 
title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the existence, 
priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property 
by contacting the county recorder’s office or a title insurance 
company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. 
If you consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the 
same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on 
the property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of 
sale may be postponed one or more times to the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court pursuant to section 2924g of the 
California Civil Code. The law requires that information about trustee 
sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a 
courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn 
whether your sale date has been postponed and if applicable, the 
rescheduled time and date for the sale of this property, you may call 
(800)824-9809 7:00 am to 5:00 pm for information.
The name, street address and telephone number of the Trustee 
conducting this sale is: RECON FINANCIAL INC., 111 Deerwood Rd., 
Suite 100, San Ramon, CA 94583. (925) 838-8525. The name, 
address and telephone number of the Beneficiary at whose request 
this sale is to be conducted, is:  The Deerwood Corporation, a 
California corporation 111 DEERWOOD RD., STE. 100, SAN RAMON, 
CA 94583 (925) 838-8525
Dated June 19, 2019
S/ Peggy A. Porter, President  
Publication Dates: June 27, July 4 and July 11, 2019

East Hill
Veterinary Clinic

East Hill Veterinary Clinic provides experienced, gentle and
compassionate care for all stages of your pet’s life. Our goal is to nourish 

the human-animal bond through preventive, proactive medicine,
surgery and client education.

Chana Eisenstein, DVM
DrChana@easthillvet.com

Brittany Kessler, DVM
Kessler DVM@easthillvet.com

1200 East Hill Road • Willits, CA 95490
phone: (707) 459-5236 • fax: (707) 459-9048

www.easthillvet.com

Willits Weekly 
can run your 

legal ads! 
Deadline is end 
of day Monday 
for Thursday 
publication! 

Email us 
for info: 

willitsweekly 
@gmail.com

Marc Komer
Legal Document Assistant

www.mendolegaldocs.com
459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits
I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,

Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

Upcoming Frontier Days Events!
Friday, June 28: Truck Pulls & Dance

Saturday, June 29: Sweetheart Crowned
Wednesday, July 3: CCPRA Rodeo & Dance

Thursday, July 4: Horseshoe contest,  
4th of July Parade, Barbecue, CCPRA Rodeo

Friday, July 5: Junior Rodeo
Read more in Willits Weekly’s calendar, pages 6 & 7

Photos by Maureen Moore
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