Willi
Week

A Nostalgic & Modem Record of Community and Life in Willits

Donations Accepted Edition No. 109 Thlll'Sday, June ll, 2015

City pool
rates will
rise

Zack Cinek

Reporter
zack@willitsweekly.com

City council members will
decide later this month how
much more swimmers will
pay to swim in the Willits
city pool.

The council talked about
raising pool rates at a
hearing held late last month
to set rates and fees for
numerous city permits and
services.

Councilwoman Holly
Madrigal suggested
doubling rates for the pool.
‘| do not think any of us
relish this idea,” she said.
“l would love to continue to
subsidize this service.”

Some of the current rates
to use the pool are $4 for
children and $4 for adult
open swim.

Apublic hearing regarding
setting rates for the pool is

Read the rest of
Pool
Over on Page 15

supes look at a
‘positive’
2015-16
budget

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Although supervisors
heard a presentation on
the proposed 2015-16
county budget at Tuesday’s
meeting, due to a packed
schedule and a number of
unanswered questions, the
board decided to continue
the discussion until its June
16 meeting.

It appears to be another
positive  budget.  Many
indicators are up. Sales
tax income and room
occupancy are both up
4.5 percent. Property tax
revenue is projected to be
up slightly, to $29.9 million.
The public safety portion of
sales and use tax revenues
is up by $450,000. Timber

Read the rest of |
Budget
Over on Page 15

Willits woman
arrested for
market

embezzlement

A four-month-long
investigation by detectives
from the Mendocino County
Sheriffs Office ended last
Saturday in the arrest of a
Willits woman on suspicion
of embezzling more than
$450,000 from a Laytonville
market.

Christine  Kelsay was
arrested at her  Willits
home on a felony warrant
issued by the Mendocino
County District Attorney’s
Office charging her with
embezzlement, grand
theft, special allegations
of aggravated white collar
theft, and theft of more
than $200,000, according
to detective Lt. Shannon
Barney.

Read the rest of
Arrest
Over on Page 15
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The Willits bypass interchanges
move further towards
completion. Images taken June
8, 2015. Above: a view of the
southern interchange, looking
north. Below: the northern
interchange looking south.
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From left, Co-Valedictorian Rachel Kanonchoff, Salutatorian
Omar Sisemore, and Co-Valedictorian Lilja Lamkin.

Willits High School Class of
2015 celebrated at 6:30 pm
ceremony Thursday

See local graduates on pages 3, 7, 12 and 16
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For a change, a
‘positive’
school district

budget

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@uwillitsweekly.com

Willits ~ school  district
administration unveiled a
“positive” proposed budget
for 2015-16 to trustees
Wednesday evening.

Expenditures are slated
to total $17.98 million, a 7.1
percent increase over 2014-
15 expenditures of $16.78
million.

Of that $18 million, $13.7
million will come from the
state through its Local
Control Funding Formula
plan; $1.7 million is from

Read the rest of
WUSD
Over on Page 15

Bomb scare
at Justice
Center

Zack Cinek

Reporter
zack@uwillitsweekly.com

A 38-year-old Washington
state man was arrested
Saturday after threatening
to blow up the Willits Justice
Center if police officers
refused to shoot him to
death.

Dean Darren Hickam of
Puyallup, Washington, was
booked at the county jail on
suspicion of felony charges
for making criminal threats
and for making a false bomb
report.

The Willits Police
Department said
dispatchers received a call
from Hickam who said he
had outfitted his vehicle with
a bomb and would detonate
it, if he was not killed by a
certain time.

After officers engaged

Read the rest of
Bomb

Over on Page 15

News from the
school
board

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@uwillitsweekly.com

Atits June 3 meeting, the
school board took action
on a number of issues
in additon to receiving
information on the status of
next year’s district budget.

Summer program

District ~ Superintendent
Patricia Johnson presented
outlines of a plan to add two
programs to the district's
summer program.

Johnson said she will
offer two days of freshman
orientation. The classes will
be offered on August 13 and
August 14 from9to 11:30am
and will focus on orienting
incoming freshmen to Willits
High School. Subjects will
include how to set daily
goals, what the school
offers in terms of Career

Read the rest of
Board
Over on Page 11



=™ Whatdo YOU think? 225 Willits High
School
Class of 2015

continued on pages 7 and 10

| am not sure why Paul

Lambert’s farewell provoked

such a personally bitter response from
Bill Ray. Besides saying goodbye to
a community he loved, Paul's primary
comment was to say that polarizing our
positions and creating “us” and “them”
ways of talking and dealing with each
other is counter-productive to a cohesive
community culture.

Certainly Paul has his own opinions about
things, just like everybody else in our

Opinions, thoughts and thank you letters from readers

Keep my pan filled with fresh water, for |
cannot tell you when | suffer thirst.

Feed me clean food that | may stay well,
to romp and play and do your bidding, To
walk by your side and stand ready,

willing and able to protect you with my life,
should your life be in danger.

And, my friend, when | am very old
and | no longer enjoy good health, hearing

success. These include: Monica Gowan,
Bill Boosinger, Jaqueline Morninglight,
Tom DeMarchi, Robin Goldner, Ananda
Johnson, Norma Hanson, Sheryl Smith,
Ursula and David Partch, Greg Savagian,
Prana, Heidi Gundlach and Peter Smith,
Ann Vanderhorck, Sara O’Brien, Ellen
Bartholomew, Ellen Drell, Barbara Sicard,
and Peter and Pat Norris.

We give special thanks to Edie Ceccarelli,
who lent us her yard for a day or two and

the coveted Santa Anita

Handicap of  $100,000.

On March 7, 2015, Santa
Anita showed a vintage movie, produced
by Kip Hannan, of their remarkable win
on all screens at this year's Santa Anita
Handicap. This vintage film, along with
“Ridgewood Ranch: Home of Seabiscuit,”
produced by the Mendocino County
Museum, and “Riding My Way Back” was
part of the Seabiscuit Legacy Film Series
at the film festival on May 31.

: - . The Rotary Club of Willits once again came
community. | believe that part of what he and sight . sat with us for several hours because she  through t[)y orovide, for the 19483_themed
is saying is that it is not as important to  do not make heroic efforts to keep me didn’t want to miss anything! i " ’ d ot :
agree with each other, as to respect each  going. receplion, ~a lremendous —variety 0

other. | think he felt that the “them” and “us”
mentality has gone somewhat out of control
and that we all could be working on better
ways to work together to accommodate
all of our lifestyles and social and political
viewpoints.

| am not having any fun. Please see to it
that my life is taken gently.

| shall leave this earth knowing with the last
breath | draw

that my fate was always safest in your
hands.

The monies raised will help us with any
future equipment needs, and will give us
the ability to continue to offer grants to
local agricultural efforts which provide
our community with wholesome organic
produce.

delicious hors d’oeuvres, in addition to
delicious samplings provided by Tres Bien
Creamery. The Rotary Club is such a good
friend of the foundation, and we appreciate
their support and generosity very much.
Fine wine from Barra and Seabiscuit Ranch
added a refreshing touch to the event.

Admittedly, this is not an easy task, but Paul ~ Author Unknown Grateful Gleaner team leaders: Ag Unlimited Farm Supply sponsored
offered unique opportunities for different Marilynn Boosinger, Carol delightful entertainment by the Dorian May
sides of important issues to begin to be ) . Cox, Thayer Craig, Earline Band, the jazz quartet who wowed the
discussed and literally “aired,” especially Thought-provoking exhibit Dykes, Kimbal Dodge, Karen audience with classic Bing Crosby tunes.

on KZYX. Paul should be lauded for his
even-handed approach to our region’s vital
concerns and thanked for his important

To the Editor:
Last Sunday afternoon | drove down to

Gridley, Marcia
Rautenstrauch,

Author Roni McFadden joined us for a book
signing of her
book “Josephine:

e[sls

Adolfo Abonce Ricardo Aldaco

Alyssa Alvarez

contributions to Mendocino County. Hewas  iliits Center for the Arts for their latest and Wollgang  Fat oo vig ATale of Hope and
an important asset to our community and eyt which had justopened Friday. Ronneteldt Happy Endings.”
e will be missed. includi

Photographers David Weitzman and Ree ;2?2\]&':3 b besi

Jim Marill, Willits  Slocum were there manning the store, Thanks sellin aut%or of Julia Amador Medina Joseph Anaya Chandler Antill
ready to answer any questions, so | was i é’l t An
very glad | was able to attend on the 1O WHS Aealscu ' "
) , , weekend. merican Legend
A Dog'’s Plea Boosters Laura Hillenbrand.

' The exhibit is both beautiful and thought- _ The day wouldn't i — T
To the Editor: provoking: Pictures from around the world, ~ To the Editor: have been ‘
Please print this in memory of Snickelfritz, and most in black and white. Third-grade students | complete  without
December 8, 2006 to May 6, 2015. Thank  Admittedly squeamish and overly sensitive, from Blosser Lane . a classic Buick
you. | asked Ree Slocum about three of herprints ~ Elementary  School on the grounds.
.. |found disturbing. She agreed. They were Wwere treated to a '+ Silvestri  Machine :

Max Meyer, Willits meant to be unsettling. day on the Skunk Shop showcased
i i a classy 1938

She continued that only Train _ through  the / Andrew Bashaw Finch Marina Beckwith Dimitri Betts

‘ADog’s Plea’

Treat me kindly, my
beloved friend,

for no heart in
all the world is
more grateful for
kindness

than the loving
heart of me.

Do not break my
spirit with a stick,
for though | might
lick your hand between blows,

your patience and understanding will more
quickly teach me

the things you would have me learn.

Speak to me often, for your voice is the
world’s sweetest music,

as you know by the fierce wagging of my
tail

when the sound of your footstep falls upon

by shining a very bright
light on the absurd or
repulsive can we hope
to eliminate terrible
things — such as animal
cruelty —and these were
beautiful elephants in
a too-small railroad
boxcar and a bear no
doubt tranquilized and
sentenced to a life of
“rasslin”™ idiot humans.

| don’t mean for this
to keep you away. As
| said, “thought-provoking.” Life’'s work
selections from Weitzman and Slocum
bring forth many questions: Where was
that, why was that taken, how long ago,
are those true colors or time of day, a
farm abandoned long ago but with a horse
obviously healthy, where are the owners,
puppets in Prague.... See what | mean?
Questions.

| enjoy all the art exhibits at Willits Center

generosity of the
Willits Boosters.

There were 110 third-

graders from all five third-grade classes,
along with teachers and parents, on the
May 28 trip from Willits to Northspur
and back. Train singer Greg Schindel
enchanted the kids with his lively American
folk songs. There was a real sense of
community as everyone truly enjoyed the
trip on a beautiful spring day.

The event was fully sponsored by the
Willits Boosters. Thank you, Boosters, and
a special thanks to Margaret Arnold, who
has worked tirelessly for many years on
behalf of our children. We are grateful that
such a giving group exists to provide such a
wonderful experience for all of our children.

Janice Haschak, for the third-
grade teachers and students of
Blosser Lane Elementary School

Buick, adding the
ambience of a
bygone era to the

setting.

This special community event was
generously sponsored by the Baechtel
Creek Inn and Spa, as well as our Legacy
Sponsors Frank R. Howard Foundation
and the Frank R. Howard Memorial
Hospital. A huge thank you also goes to
our community partner the Noyo Theatre,
also celebrating their 75th anniversary,
who featured “Harry & Snowman” where
the hometown premiere of the award-
winning movie “Seabiscuit” was held. A big
thank you to our community partner, the
Mendocino County Museum, as it is always
a pleasure working with them.

Proceeds from the historic walking tour and
reception benefit the Ridgewood T.R. A.l.L.
Riders Association and our appreciation to
all who supported that special event. All of
this would not have been possible without
the support of Michael Fox, executive

Taylor Buzzard Timothy Buzzard

Michelle Camp Cassidy Cantwell

Vance Brown

Michael Cahill

my waiting ear. ; ; director of the Mendocino Film Festival and
for the Arts, in otne wl'?y or ano;hifr, Iandhftgyts Thank you his team. It was exciing and fun to work ASB Treasurer
Please take me inside when it is cold and ~ ON€ IS N0 €Xception. Its awonderiulexnibit. - = with them, and we look forward to future

wet,

for | am a domesticated animal, no longer
accustomed to bitter elements.

| ask no greater joy than the privilege of
sitting at your feet beside the hearth.

Go if you can.

Gail Richards, Willits

Thank you
To the Editor:

The Rules: LETTERS The Grateful Gleaner team
leaders would like to thank

Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to

writer's name will be considered.

willitsweekly@gmail.com. Letters focusing on Willits and 3rd

District issues, activities, events and people have priority. Willits | . .
Weekly prints letters from residents of Willits and the 3rd District| time and efforts to making
only. To encourage a variety of voices, Willits Weekly limits letter| our annual plant sale a
publication from any one writer to once a month.

Typed letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698,
Willits, CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and
commentaries must be submitted with a name, address and
phone number, although only the author’s name and city of
residence will be published. No letters from an anonymous
source will be published, although a request to withhold the

all of the generous persons
who contributed their plants,

Volume 3, Number 109
P.O. Box 1698

Mike A’Dair, reporter / mike@willitsweekly.com
Zack Cinek, reporter / zack@willitsweekly.com

Willits Weekly is a locally owned independent newspaper,
founded in 2013, covering the greater Willits area.

Rachel Belvin, advertising / rachel@uwillitsweekly.com /707-367-9319

On behalf of the Seabiscuit Heritage
Foundation, located at Ridgewood Ranch,
home and final resting place of the
legendary racehorse, Seabiscuit, thank
you to everyone in Willits and Mendocino
County who contributed to making the 10th
anniversary of the Mendocino Film Festival
the tremendous success it was!

We were delighted to showcase Ridgewood
Ranch and present the Seabiscuit Legacy
Series in this, the year of the Biscuit!

Some of you might know that earlier Read the rest of

this year, we celebrated the 75th
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We also want to thank Col. Michael Howard
(USMC retired) and his son Nate who
travelled a great distance to join us. As the
great-grandson of Charles S. Howard, it
was very meaningful to have Col. Howard
represent his family and Seabiscuit. The
films were hosted by the capable Cynthia
Ariosta, owner of Saucy Restaurant in
Ukiah, a skilled equestrian with a passion
for acting and directing.

Letters Over on Page 4
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How To Sudoku:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted
as a 9x9 grid, broken down
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a

Sudoku, the numbers 1 through
9 must fill each row, column and
box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column
and box. You can figure out the

order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric

Level: Intermediate

clues already provided in the
boxes. The more numbers you

name, the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

Crossword Puzzle

2 3

15

16

20

25

29

39

43

47

55

60

54

64

David Smith

Need someone that speaks
fluent Medicare?

Licensed Sales Agent
530-842-1500, TTY 711

lﬂJ UnitedHealthcare

Medicare Solutions

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare
Insurance Company and its athiliated
companies, a Medicare Advantage
organization with a Medicare contract.
Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s
contract renewal with Medicare.

Y0066_131206_161231 Accepted

BEA3C8FE

The rest of
Letters

In closing, thank you to the many Seabiscuit
Heritage Foundation and Ridgewood
Ranch volunteers who contributed time and
energy to making this event the success
it was, and thank you to everyone in the
community who supported this initiative,
the foundation and Ridgewood Ranch.

It was a joyful day, made possible by far-
reaching community support. We look
forward to continuing the tradition. Thank
you, and see you next year!

Jacqueline Cooper, president,
Seabiscuit Heritage Foundation

Thank you

To the Editor:

A big thank you to all the people and stores
for sponsoring me for the “Draw ‘til You
Drop” event at the Art Center. | putin a total
of 29 hours. | plan on doing this again next
year, hopefully!

Ursula Schlichting, Willits

Call for local talent

To the Editor:

This year for the Local First Hometown
Celebration, set for Thursday, June 25,
in addition to the street performers at
various locations, there will be a central
performance space available for short
presentations from local talent. All are
welcome to sign up for “Center Stage
Local” to give a short (five to 15 minutes)
performance. Sing, dance, drum, do a skit,
a poem, juggle, ride a unicycle, tell a story
or a joke. What would you like to share?

This is an opportunity to show what you are
doing in classes and individually, with your
friends or family. This will be a showcase,
along with the participating booths, stores
and businesses, to see what'’s available in
Willits.

The Hometown Celebration is a kick-off for
Willits Frontier Days, a festival in recognition
of skills and talents in our multifaceted
community. Come and share in the
expanding tradition. To schedule a slot for
the Hometown Celebration Center Stage,
give our entertainment coordinator a call at
459-5926. Or email ateasthill@gmail.com.

Pg.4  Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

From Page 2

There is no audition. We do need to assign
time slots, and space is limited by the time
available. This is an exciting addition to our
Hometown Celebration!

Jacqueline Morninglight,
for Local First, Willits

Stop herbicide use

To the Editor:

Stop herbicide use in the Little Lake
Valley wetlands! Come to the North Coast
Regional Water Quality Control Board
meeting, Thursday, June 18.

Concerned citizens need to show up in
large numbers to urge the water board
not to allow the use of herbicides in our
Little Lake Valley wetlands. The Willits City
Council and Mendocino County Board of
Supervisors have both adopted resolutions
to this effect. Yet the water board staff may
nonetheless rubber stamp this Caltrans
method for attempting to eradicate
Himalayan blackberries.

The Caltrans plan probably involves using
a mix of glyphosate (Round-Up) and
Imazapyr (used in hack & squirt) on about
60 acres over a three-year period. We (and
city and county elected officials) believe this
plan would cause more harm than good,
and there are better alternatives, including
leaving the blackberries (they provide
habitat and shade for salmon streams) or
using goats and/or solarization to control
them. Herbicides should not be an option!

Please come to the Regional Water Board
meeting! Carpool from the Evergreen
Shopping Center in Willits leaving at 7 am
or from the Walmart parking lot in Ukiah
leaving at 7:30 am. The meeting starts at
8:30 am, at 5550 Skylane Boulevard, off
Airport Drive, in Santa Rosa. The public
comment period likely won't start until
about 9 am.

If you can’t be there in person, please send
a comment to: matt.st.john@waterboards.
ca.gov.

Formoreinfo, gotowww.savelittielakevalley.
org.

Madge Strong, for
Save Our Little Lake Valley, Willits
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CLUES ACROSS
1. S.W. gully
7. Japanese polytheism
13. N.H. Academy and town
14. Most aired
16. Prosecuting officer
17. Badger State
19. Atomic #24
20. Moose genus
22. Possessed
23. Make a smooth transition
25. Thug (slang)
26. Locations or places
28. Rivulet
29. The self
30. Not good
31. Obstruct
33. Decalitre
34. Space for sitting
36. Taxi
38. 7th tone
39. Ethiopian lake
41. Tears down
43. Gold
44, Angle (abbr.)
46. Semitic fertility god
47. Beak
49. Digital audiotape
51. Small child
52. 4th caliph of Islam
55. 4840 square yards

57. Devious trick (Yiddish)
59. Overgarments

60. Large creature

62. Ingest

63. Nuisances

64.-__, denotes past

65. Wine waiter

68. I, Portuguese

69. Compunction

71. Overshadow

73. Emphasize

74. An unsuccessful ending

CLUES DOWN

1. Something comparable
2. Rural delivery

3. “Laugh-In” co-host Dan
4. Sheep genus

5. Affirmative

6. Vanilla’s flower family

7. In a way, made smoother
8. Belong to he

9. Greek rainbow goddess
10. S.F. football team player
11. Atomic #52
12. Kiss
13. Proverb
15. Lattice support
18. Cereal grass
21. Rome, GArriver

24. Disease of cattle
26. Seated
27. Abaglike structure in a
plant or animal
30. Blatted
32. Murdered in his bathtub
35. Finish
37. Sheep sound
39. Scarlett songbird
40. Kills oneself
42. Broad, flat pieces
of stone
45. Auto fuel
46. Derek __, X
Harvard Pres.
48. Woman'’s undergarment
50. Topics of discourse
51. Belonging to the peerage
53. Most recent
54. Point of debate
56. Ostend artist
James Sydney
58. Phonograph inventor’s
initials
59. Eagle’s nest
61. Ripped a fabric
63. Lucre
66. Manuscripts (abbr.)
67. Frozen water
70. 41st state
72. Keystone state

Private detective Lee Stipe has his hands full with murder suspect Prana Roberts.

i Photo by Ron Greystar

Theater honors volunteer and actor

Christopher Martin

Longtime volunteer and actor Christopher Martin will receive a Lifetime Service Award
from Willits Community Theatre at its annual Gala Event on Saturday, June 13 at 8 pm.
The special performance of the current production of the WCT crime caper farce “Kill Me,

With Gus.”

Christopher Martin

Deadly” will include food and drinks beforehand at 7 pm for the
theater’s Lovers and Angels donors and then a presentation of
the award to Martin.

Martin will be honored for his more than 10 years of volunteer
and stage performance work for WCT. Board of directors
member Kitty Norris says Martin was selected for his years
of superlative contributions, including acting, stage managing
shows, and running lights and sound for productions. Norris
says, “Christopher is so terrific, for all the many capacities that
he’s served our theater.”

Martin first acted in the 2004 WCT production of “Cooking

His stage performances went on to include roles in “The
Constant Wife” (2006), “Cactus Flower” (2007), “The Grass is

Greener” (2008), “Alone Together” (2009), “Sylvia” (2010) and “My Three Angels” (2011).
Martin also performed in staged readings of “Blithe Spirit” and “Educating Rita.” His work
with WCT has included stage managing productions of “Maiden and Prayer,” Willits
Live” and “Greater Tuna.” Director Bill Barksdale says of Martin, “He’s absolutely one of
those marvelous people who is both funny and kind and who also gives so much to our

community.”

“Kill Me, Deadly,” a hilarious spoof of film-noir crime capers written by Los Angeles
playwright Bill Robens, runs at WCT from June 12 through June 28. The play follows
the erstwhile antics of Hollywood gumshoe Charlie Nickels in 1947 as he seeks to solve
a murder with far too many suspects and complications. The action is madcap, the
humorous repartee non-stop, and the audience may well figure out the true identity of the
killer well ahead of the confident and clueless Nickel, who cannot succeed without the

apt advice of his resourceful secretary.
Toss in a femme fatale who steals Tood therestof

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com  Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Gala
Willits Weekly | June 11, 2015

Over on Page 6

Willits Police Department gets new K-9 officer

A four-legged officer joined the force at the Willits Police Department this month, a  Above, left: Room

R & 26 students pose
2-year-old male black German shepherd named Lutz. ith Police Ghief

The name “Lutz” was chosen by Loni Smith, a fifth-grade student of Marian Gerry Gonzalez,
Lohne’s room 26 at Blosser Lane Elementary School. The German word, meaning Sergeant Mark
“strong fierce warrior,” was selected as the submission MeNelley, Lutz
. . and Sergeant Jon
from Room 26, and was presented to the Willits Police  ppgerson.
Department along with other name options from all the

classrooms at the school.

Maureen Moore

Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com

Above: Lutz, the new K-9 of the Willits
Police Department.

“We were looking for a way for the community to embrace the dog,” said Police Right: The new team, McNelley and
Chief Gerry Gonzalez. “We thought having the kids help name the dog would be a Lutz.
great way to do that. Meeting with the students was his first time out in public, and we  Below, from left: Sergeant Anderson

hope he will continue to be a great community dog.” and Chief Gonzalez help Blosser Lane
. W e Elementary School teacher Nanc
The police department chose the name “Lutz” and held a party for the students of gynberg ?éoop ice cream onto p{ates

Room 26 Monday afternoon to celebrate. Cake and ice cream were enjoyed, and the  for the students of the winning class.
students were able to do a meet and greet with the new officer.
with Loni Smith, the student who

“It was really touching to meet Loni, the girl who actually selected the winning name,” submitted the name “Lutz" to the
said McNelley. “She was so humble about her achievement — it was a great name that  .¢s.
she chose!”

Sergeant McNelley and Lutz pose

Students ask Sergeant McNelley
questions during the meet and greet

Over on Page 6 with the new K-9.

Loni’s teacher, Ms. Lohne, noted
Z | Photos by Maureen Moore =%

her admiration of Loni’s dedicationto Read the rest of
finding a good name for the contest.
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TUESDAY
EVENING GLINIGS

Because getting sick doesn’t always
happen between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm

We're Here Until 7:00 pm!

WHENH THE CUSTOMER Has
EARMED MIMIMALLY 50
POINTS FROS 108 TO 3P

WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDI-CAL, COVERED CA. & other insurance.

Little Lake
IEALTH CENTER
* T07-456-9600 45 uazer st wiLLmrs
==, mehcine.org - FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTERS

TELL OUR ADVERTISERS
YOU SAW THEIR AD IN OUR PAPER!

T1AM & 12PM
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$200 GAME

7PM & 8PM

250 GAME
e $ 9PM
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The rest of |
Lutz
From Page 5
“‘When the students were

asked to come up with a name |

for the new K-9, lots enjoyed
throwing around funny names
— Jeff, Sparky and the like — but
Loni decided to go home and
research German names that
would be fitting for a police dog,”
said Lohne. “When she came
back with ‘Lutz,’ | thought it was
a great contender and something

very appropriate for the new K-9

officer.”

Lutz will be under the care of
Willits Police Sergeant and K-9

handler Mark McNelley, who Lutz |
underwent an intensive five-week

training with earlier this year.

“The training was kind of a |

refresher course for me, and

a good intensive training for |
Lutz,” explained McNelley who |

N

Holly Madrigal of the
Willits Bicycle Show.

Below: Winners from
the last bike show.

Bottom: Willitsians

P came out to show off
their bikes during a past

also served as a U.S. Army dog [\
handler in years past. ‘It was a |2 o

rigorous time, long days and long
nights, but he excelled.”

Lutz will stay at a kennel at
McNelley’s home during his time
in active duty. He will also get to
meet the McNelley family’s house
dog, a black female Labrador
named Phebe. McNelley hopes
the pair will become good friends.

McNelley  expressed  his
appreciation to many locals who
helped create Lutz's new home,
including ~ Willits  Equipment
Rental, Logan Gamble and the
city's Public Works department,
who helped set up the groundwork
for the kennel, to Olenik Fencing
for the enclosure, J.D. Redhouse
for the special dog food blend,
and to Mary Ann Underhill who
created Lutz's custom leather
collar.

Out in the field, Lutz’s training e

in narcotic interdiction, tracking,
and building and area searches,
as well as handler protection, will
be utilized. However, he is also
expected to be a good “crowd
and community dog,” being
an ambassador and positive
connection to the department for
the community.

‘He did really well meeting
and greeting all of the students
of Room 26 in the school's
cafeteria,”  McNelley  said.
“Everyone wanted to pet him,
and even with all the scents and
excitement, he showed no signs
of aggression, was obedient, and
he made us very proud.”

The City of Willits contacted
a police trainer from CJ’s Police
K-9s to select and purchase
a German shepherd from a
European breeder in late March.
The trainer selected a dog with
specific traits and personality
in mind that would best serve
the WPD’s Community Policing
strategy, which will allow Lutz to
excel in public and community
settings in addition to completing
his official duties in the field.

Lutz will make his first official
appearance at the Willits High
School  graduation  ceremony
Thursday at 6:30 pm, greeting
the crowd, and he will also be
introduced at the Willits City
Council's June 24 meeting.
McNelley plans to bring Lutz to
the Hometown Celebration the
following day, and to many more
of the Willits Frontier Days events
in the coming weeks.

For more information, contact

the Willits Police Department at
459-6122.
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* Your Ride’

at the Willits Bicycle Show
on Thursday, June 18

There is still time to pull that old worn bicycle out of
the garage, dust it off, and bring it down to the second
annual “Rock Your Ride” Bicycle Show, coming up
Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm, at City Park.

Willits Economic Localization (WELL) is hosting this
free, family-friendly event to remind everyone how fun
itis to get around on two wheels.

Bikes will vie for bragging rights in a number of
categories, including: Best in Show, Best Family Bike,
Best Vintage Bike, Best Beater Bike (the funkier the
better), Best Cruiser Bike, Best Road Bike, and more.

At the last Bicycle Show, Wayne Colby took home
honors for his cool 1970s Stingray bikes, complete
with banana seats and gear shifters on the crossbar.
Debbie and Alan Grossman’s road bikes were built
for speed and long distance, with handcrafted leather
seats. Devin Heiken won for Best BMX with his

ROCK YOUR RIDE
BICYCLE SHOW

Thursday,
S0P

Jina I8™
i I'_-’.-.i.' Park

{near Farmers Maork

Show off that Schwinm
Bring out the BMX

AlLL Billkes Welcome! Ne malber Fhe :ahdi.l:mh
Besk lkn Show - Besk

Braggling rights for:

E -
at ) =

Fﬁ.ml.‘l': Bike - Best Beaber Bllke - Best Road 5 L
Bilke - Best Ubility Bike # more,

RN S
L=

oulact Holly for more nformabion F41-0612

matte-black bike. Bike show organizers are hoping
that some of the kids (or adult kids) from Wowser will
show off some of their welded creations. All entries
are welcome. A helmet decorating station will be
available, to remind everyone of the importance of
safety while riding.

Early summer is the perfect time of year to tune up

‘s | yourride and take it out for a spin around town. Bring

the whole family down, next Thursday, June 18 at the
City Park, next to the Farmers Market. Show starts at
5 pm, and judging will begin at 5:45 pm. See you, and
your wheels there.

- Holly Madrigal

The rest on;ala From Page 4
the private detective’s affections, and the outcome
becomes doubtful.

Shows are on Thursday at 7 pm for $10, Friday and
Saturday at 8pm for $15, and Sunday matinees at 2
pm for $10.

The Howard Memorial Hospital Ladies Auxiliary will
sponsor a benefit performance of the show on the
First Thursday, June 18 at 7 pm. For benefit tickets,
contact Dianne Menzies at 707-354-1809.

Reserved-seat tickets for the gala and advance
tickets for all regular shows are available in person
at Mazahar, 38 South Main Street; online at
brownpapertickets.com; or by phone 24/7 at 1-800-
838-3006. Tickets will also available at the door until
sold out. The WCT playhouse is located at 37 West
Van Lane (behind Shanachie Pub).

- Steve Hellman, for Willits Community Theatre
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Willits High School graduates continued from page 3. See more on page 12.

Raymond Hebel

Robert Huffman Austin Irwin

Co-Valedictorian

i

Rachel Kanonchoff
Co-Valedictorian

ASB Vice
Lilja Lamkin

Victoria Lynch William Mann

Site Council

Nova Medina

Kaeleigh McKey

Well Mannered
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QOutside Play = Snacks Group Activities
Inquiry Based Learning Spanish Infant Care
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Apnm IciipomPress hood com e
Infant, #233008718

Preschool #233008718 &

Nathaniel Hopkins

Sergio Jacinto

Amanda Mason

Brandon Mendenhall

Toddler program begins at 18 months * Preschool: ages 3-5 * Elementary program: ages 6-10
Check out our website: www.preschooldayca r‘ewnlhts com

11 North Marin Street ¢ Willits
459-6543

Sam Grossman

S
H

Andrew Hopper

Jacob Jepson

lan Killmer

Ryan Kepler

=
>

Jose Lara Joseph LeLoup

Joshua McBride

Jorge Mendoza

Nataly Gutierrez

Brian Huddle

Bradley Johnson

Mykayla McClellan

Cody Kryla

Briana Linton

Izabel Hageman

Alexis Hudson

ASB Secretary

Nick Johnson

Damon Niesen

-

Aryana McCluskey

Senior Class Vice President

Imagination
Station

Preschool/Childcare Center
Enrolling Year Round
Hours: Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. £0 5:30 p.m.

or look for us on Facebook

1 0.1 License
#2330086945
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57 East Commercial Street - Willits
707-459-NOYO (6696)

www.noyotheatre.com

Coming Next Week:
Inside Out in 2D & 3D

Willits Weekly | June 11, 2015

JURASSIC WORLD
in 2D/3D

(PG13) 2 hrs 4 mins

'
” 4
Thurs., June 11

Fri: (2D) 5:30, (3D) 8:15pm

(2D) 12 noon & 5:30pm
(3D) 2:45 & 8:15pm

Movie Times for 6/12 thru 6/18

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

SAN ANDREAS

Special Show

at 7:15pm Fri: 6:00 & 8:30pm

Sat-Thurs: & 8:30pm

(PG13) 1 hr 54 mins

Sat-Thurs: 1:00, 3:30, 6:00

SPY

(R) 2 hrs

& 8:00pm

Fri: 5:30 & 8:00pm
Sat-Thurs: 12:30, 3:00, 5:30

This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED - All tickets: $5

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com  Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Thursday, June 11

Shanachie Pub: twice-monthly Jazz
Night with local musicians. Jazz standards
infused with funk, hip hop, world and free-
form jamming. “Fellow jazz musicians are
encouraged to bring their and partake
during the second set, so long as it fits
within the moment of sounds!” 8 pm.
No cover. 50 South Main Street, behind
Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Friday, June 12

“Kill Me, Deadly”: opens tonight at the
Willits Community Theatre, 37 West Van
Lane. 8 pm. A hilarious spoof of film-noir
crime capers, written by LA playwright Bill
Robins. Co-directed by Damian Sebouhian
and Lee Stipe. Starring Lee Stipe,
Gloriann Lucero and Gretchen Andersen.
Plays June 12 through June 28. Thursday
at 7 pm for $10, Friday and Saturday at 8
pm for $15, and some Sunday matinees
at 2 pm for $10. Advance tickets for all
regular shows are available in person at
Mazahar, 38 South Main Street; online
at brownpapertickets.com; or by phone
24/7 at 1-800-838-3006. Tickets will also
available at the door until sold out.

Shanachie Pub: “An [lI-Witted Pound
of Comedy and
Music” with
comedy variety
show by Ambria
and Friends with
music by 454,
‘a  high-octane
power trio ready
to deliver high-
energy sets of
solid rock and
roll.” 8 pm. No
cover. 50 South Main Street, behind
Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Saturday, June 13

Sign-Ups for Summer  Youth
Performing Arts Camp: Noon to 2 pm
today, at the Willits Charter School, 1431
South Main Street, for the Summer Youth
Performing Arts Camp hosted by WCS,
with resident theater arts teacher Billy
Hetherington. Geared toward youth ages
8 to 18 interested in what it takes to build
a production from the ground up. This six-
week course will focus on the elements
of preparing and presenting a performing
arts piece. Writing, building, and
performing will give youth an opportunity
to learn new life skills and expand upon

Redwood Run
June 12 through June 14

lessons learned. This summer program
will be arranged into two groups, ages
8-11 and 12-18. $25 registration fee. Info:
Billy Hetherington at (707) 367-5724 or
bhetherington@uwillitscharter.net.

41st annual Laytonville Rodeo: this
weekend at the rodeo grounds, Harwood
Park, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville.
Saturday’s event is an All Terrain Vehicle /
ATV Rodeo, starts at 10 am. Features 12
and under division; 13 to 18 years; and
18 and older. Events include: Barrels,
Pole Bending, Figure 8, and a Side-
by-Side five lap race for
18 and over. Also: Hide
Race, Boomerang
Race, and
Bloomer Race.
Contestants can
stil enter: Call
Jakob Dryden:
707-354-3417
for information.
On Sunday, June
14, is the CCPRA - California Cowboys
Pro Rodeo Association — Rodeo, with
grand entry at 1 pm. All admission tickets
are $5; free for kids 12 and under.

Brooktrails Picnic: All residents of
Brooktrails welcome! Hosted by the
Brooktrails Property
Owners Association.
Saturday, June 13,
4 to 8 pm at the Ohl
Redwood  Grove,
Clover Road and
Birch Street. “Bring
something to grill, a
side dish or dessert
to share. Bring your
choice of beverages.
Lawn games
encouraged!!” Visit http://brooktrailspoa.
org/ for more information on the Brooktrails
Property Owners Association.

“Kill Me, Deadly”: Special annual
WCT Gala performance. 8 pm. Willits
Community Theatre. See Friday, June 12
listing for details about the play; see article
on page 4 for gala info.

Shanachie Pub: Sissy Brown with
Abraham and the Old Gods, “bare bones
country.” 50 South Main Street, behind
Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Sunday, June 14

Senior Center Pancake Breakfast: at
the Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel
Road. 8 to 11 am. Pancakes, eggs,

Motorcycles  will  start
rumbling through town on
Thursday, June 11 - that’s
the day the onsite Redwood
Run ticket office opens —
for the Redwood Run’s
destination, Riverview
Ranch in Piercy. “The best
Old School Biker Party on
the West Coast,” featuring
live music all weekend,

Registration is Open for 2015
season

Registration is open for the 2015 season of Willits Youth
Soccer, for children between the ages of 3 and 15. Registration
closes July 19; team selection starts July 20, British Soccer
Camp, July 27-31, and practice starts August 1.

“Willits Youth Soccer has been inspiring players and building
community leaders for 33 years! The organization was formed in
1982 and is affiliated with Cal North and CYSA (California Youth
Soccer Association). The nonprofit program — run by volunteers —
serves more than 240 children each year in the Willits community.

What's Happening Around Town

and your choice of sausage, ham, or
bacon. Adults $7, Members $6, Kids $5.
Questions: 459-6826.

Adventist Christian School Golf
Tournament: the 8th annual fundraising
Golf Tournament for Adventist Christian
School, “to benefit any student who
wishes to attend our school,” is set for
Sunday, June 14 atthe Brooktrails
Golf Course. “Best Ball
Scramble” format; registration
8:30 to 9:30 am; “shotgun”
start at 10 am. Prizes
and BBQ lunch (both
regular ~ hamburgers
and  vegetarian)
included in $50
entry fee. $30
for golf club
members;  $5
for lunch for
non-players.
“Mulligans”
available for
purchase.
Prizes  will be awarded to the
winners at the end of the tournament.
Everyone is welcome to attend. Call 707-
954-0649 or 459-6761 for information and
sign up.

41st annual Laytonville Rodeo: this
weekend at the rodeo grounds, Harwood
Park, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville.
CCPRA Rodeo today; see Saturday, June
13 listing for details.

Frankie J in Concert: 7 pm at the
Willits Community Theatre, as part of its
“Neighborhood Lightning: Local Musical
Talent at WCT” series. Frankie
J will perform solo on the piano
for the first half of the show;
during the second half, he will
be joined by his band, The
Frankie J Orchestra, to play
selections from his new album,
“‘Songs of Love,” including “A
Woman’s Touch,” “Everything
Is Gonna Be Alright” “The
Day | Become a Man,” and
“Ella.” “Frankie is known as a
piano man with a ton of soul.
He plays rhythm and blues,
blues, jazz, soul, gospel, rock
'n’ roll, and even classical.
He’s been influenced by such
greats as Ray Charles, Little

Willits Youth Soccer

Richard, Nat King Cole, Otis Redding,
Earth, Wind and Fire, Fats Domino, Stevie
Wonder, Marvin Gaye, Sly and the Family
Stone, Sam Cooke and Duke Ellington.”
Tickets are $10; available online at
brownpapertickets.com, by phone at
1-800-838-3006, or in person

at Mazahar, 38 South Main.

Monday, June
15

Opening Night for
Wowser Cafe: the
new, members
only cafe at .
Wowser, 330 East
Commercial Street,
opens tonight, and
will be open nightly from
6 to 10 pm. “The business

is self-contained in a gypsy wagon
type structure inside the 20,000-square-
foot makerspace. It will serve members
Thanksgiving Coffee and Mendocino
Tea Lady tea, along with locally made
food items.” See article elsewhere on
Calendar page for more details; visit http:/
wowser.org/special/ for information about
becoming a member.

Willits Dances of Universal Peace:
aka Sufi Dancing, honors all faiths and
wisdom traditions in sacred song and
dance. Easy to learn, live music, fun and
deep, donation. Monday, June 15 at the
Muse, 30 East San Francisco Avenue, 7
to 9 pm. All most welcome. 459-9085.

Tuesday,

June 16

Tightwad Tuesdays
at the Noyo Theatre:
All 2D movies that are
in their second week
are $5 on Tuesdays at
the Noyo Theatre for
all ages, all showings.
This week’s Tightwad
Tuesday movies: “San
Andreas” and “Spy.”
For showtimes, visit;
www.noyotheatre.

com. 57 East
Commercial  Street.
459-6696.

Willits Kids Club

summer Camp
June 15 - August 4

Need a safe place for your kids or grandkids
this summer? Kids want something
fun to do with friends? Would you like
your kids to keep up their math and
reading during the summer? Willits
Kids Club has the place for you! Arts
& Crafts, Sports, Games, Swimming,

Cooking, Gardening. Camps will be held
at the Willits Kids Club, Willits Elementary

Charter School and Brooktrails Camp.

O

Mendocino Farmers Guild: meets at
7 pm at Little Lake Grange, 291 School
Street. Every third Tuesday meeting of
farmers, ranchers, and sustainable food
system advocates. Guild membership is
free. With an informal potluck dinner:
6 pm social; 7 pm potluck.
Also, on Saturday, June
27, the Farmers Guild is
sponsoring a tour and
work day at Ecology
Action Garden, 5798
Ridgewood  Road.
10 am to 3 pm.
b Bring a potluck dish
to share. Call for
directions: 443-610-
3226. Visit www.
farmersguild.org
for info on the
farmers guild.

Wednesday, June 17

Long Valley Dance Annual Student
Showcase: 7 pm at Willits High School
Auditorium. “Fabulous entertainment and
raffle prizes: Our annual dance showcase
and fundraiser with students performing
Ballet, Jazz, Hip Hop, Acrobatic Yoga,
Belly Dance and more!” Tickets: $8 in
advance; $10 at the door; kids under 10
free are free. For more info, visit www.
longvalleydance.org or call 707-984-8100.

Thursday, June 18

Willits Library Summer Reading
Program: The theme of this summer’s
Summer Reading Program at the Willits
Library is “Every Hero Has a Story.” The
program kicks off Thursday, June 18, and
runs on most Thursdays, from 11 am to
noon, and some other days, through
August 15. The June 18 program features
a Rhythm Workshop by Anthony Melville.
“Come and march, dance, play the drums,
and have a great time! We'll get to make
our own drums, too.” Wednesday, June
24 program: Origami: “Kathy Silva will
teach us to fold some insect and animal

willits Library 2075

ra,

%

Little Lake Firefighters Association
Open House and Fundraiser

Thursday, June 25

heroes!,” 1 to 2 pm. Thursday, June 25:
Puppets and Stories: “Emmy Good will
be here to share some of her storytime
magic and special props,” 11 am to noon.
Saturday, June 27: Make a Dance!: “Join
us in exploring some great movements!
We will express, share, create and make
new friends! Jenna Byrne will share her
expertise and experience working with all
types of movement activities for all ages.”
More programs in July and August. For
more info, call the library at 459-5908.

“Rock Your Ride” Bicycle Show: show
starts at 5 pm at City Park (near Farmers
Market); judging at 5:45 pm. “Show off
that Schwinn and bring out the BMX: All
Bikes Welcome! No matter the condition.
Win bragging rights for Best in Show, Best
Cruiser, Best Beater Bike, Best Family
Bike, Best Utility Bike and more.... Bring
the family, and enjoy the helmet decorating
table.” Sponsored by WELL. Info: Holly at
842-0612. See article on page 6 for more
details.

WHS Boosters Club Meeting: 6 pm
at the Willits High School — meet at the
Quad. Help support athletics and other
extracurricular activities at WHS.

“Tiny Houses”: a program of short films
about tiny houses: “While the structures
often measure less than 300 square feet,
the tiny house movement isn’t necessarily
about sacrifice. Check out these
impressive small houses that maximize
both function and style. These tiny house
owners will give you hints for a simple life -
they thank their lucky stars for a tiny home
and the simplicity that comes with it.” 7
pm. Room 10 at the Little Lake Grange,
291 School Street. Suggested donation:
$5 to $10. Also, for sale by the Grange:
heirloom “Tiny but Mighty” popcorn with
organic butter and Fair Trade chocolate.
Info: 459-6362 or check out: http://
tinyhousetalk.com/

“Kill Me, Deadly”: 7 pm. Willits
Community Theatre. See Friday, June 12
listing for details.

Friday, June 19
a

- “Kill Me, Deadly”: 8 pm.
Willits Community Theatre.

I See Friday, June 12 listing
for details.

Senior

Center Lunch

Week of June 15
through June 19

Monday: Creamed Chicken
on Noodles

Tuesday: Lemon Tilapia

Wednesday: Goulash
Americana

Thursday: Baked Chicken
Friday: Baked Cod
Harrah ~ Senior  Center

“Hello, Willits! Our 89th annual Firefighters Association open
house and fundraiser is set for Thursday, June 25, the day of
Hometown Celebration. Thee departments’ apparatus will be on
display. There will be door prizes donated by local businesses
that we will raffle off every hour: You have to be present to
win the door prizes! We will also have tacos by Emilio Flores
(from EIl Mexicano). “Our main raffle prizes will be raffled off
at 8:45 pm (redwood picnic table; two $500 gift certificates to
Sparetime Supply; one $500 gift certificate to Les Schwab Tire
of Willits; Barrel BBQ Smoker donated by John Thomen and
Fred Berry; two oil changes at Auto Mart Auto Repair. These
raffle tickets are $10 each — you don’t need to be present to
win these raffle prizes. “Additionally we are raffling off a .300

bike & people games, wet
T-shirt contest, vendors,
food & full bars, on-site
camping and hot showers.
For details and tickets: visit

WYSL offers both recreation and competitive play while keeping
the focus on fitness, teamwork, skill building, and overall love of the
game!”

Registration is $30 for soccer play group (3-year-olds); uniform and cleats
are not necessary, meets on Saturdays. Registration for ages 4-15 is $45 per
player (covers insurance, equipment and a trophy). Players age 4-9 play only in

www.redwoodrun.com.
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Willits. Ages 10-15 travel on Saturdays for games, with only a minimal number of

Thursday

5pm to ‘_-Jpn'l
Downtown Willits

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

weekday games. Shin guards are required
for all age groups. You can register online at www.cysan-wys.
sportsaffinity.com or pick up an application at Ace Copy and
Shipping (Safeway Plaza) or Imagination Station Preschool,
7 North Marin Street, and mailed to Willits Youth Soccer P.O.
Box 1131, Willits, CA 95490. Please present your child’s birth
certificate to a board member. Those businesses interested
in sponsoring, or community members interested in being
referees should contact a board member or check out the
Willits Youth Soccer page on Facebook. Info: text or call 354-
2539 or email saprinarodriguez@gmail.com.

gets $6,000 grant;

Wowser is delighted to announce that The Community
Foundation of Mendocino County has awarded Wowser
a $6,000 grant to equip the youth-driven micro-business,
“Espresso Yourself Cafe.”

The members-only coffee shop will open on June 15
inside Wowser, 330 East Commercial Street. Espresso
Yourself Cafe is a project of 17-year-old Wowser member
Tara Logan. The business is self-contained in a gypsy
wagon type structure inside the 20,000-square-foot
makerspace. It will serve members Thanksgiving Coffee
and Mendocino Tea Lady tea, along with locally made
food items.

June 25t

As a part of her preparation, Tara has taken business
management classes at Mendocino College. She has
found mentors and, with the help of the West Company,
Thanksgiving Coffee, Brickhouse Coffee, Patricia
Baumann, Kitty Norris, and Wowser members, she has
brought this project forward to near completion and
opening. The cafe will be open nightly from 6 to 10 pm
and will be open to all Wowser members. For added
entertainment, there will be scheduled live music and
‘open mic” evenings.

The grant funds are coming from the Community
Foundation’s Community Endowment Fund, which is
a collection of permanent, undesignated endowment
funds, the income from which supports annual grants
for the enrichment of local communities. Donors to
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Directors: Diane Heath and Tina Stanley,
assisted by our excellent after-school staff. For
children pre K through Seventh Grade.

Camp runs June 15 through August 14, Monday
through Friday. Half Day: 7:30-12:30 or 12:00-
5:30. Full Day: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm. Participation
options: One week half days $65. One day $35.
Two full days $65. Three full days $90. One week
full days $125. Two weeks full days $235. 4 weeks
$450 - Prepaid. 9 weeks $975 — Prepaid. 9 am -
12 only $30/week. Space is limited to 50 per week.
Register early. Application packets available at
school sites. For more information call Diane: 841-
8012 or Tina: 841-8013 or visit www.willitskidsclub.
org1.

New Wowser Cafe

to open June 15

the Community Endowment Fund understand this is a
permanent and flexible way to ensure their donations are
used where the needs and opportunities are greatest.

This is Wowser’s first collaborative project with a
member. This is one way the non-profit makerspace
fosters economic development within the community.
Young Wowser members will be eligible to work as interns,
with all aspects of the coffee shop being accounted for by
the teens running the cafe.

Megan Barber Allende of the Community Foundation
says, “It's exciting to support the efforts of local youth
to create a positive meeting space for young people in
a location where they can be stimulated to explore their
creativity and to follow their dreams — while furthering our
goal of economic development in the county.”

“I'm grateful for the support of the Community
Foundation of Mendocino County. It's a thrill to see what
started out as an idea turn into a real business,” says
Espresso Yourself's Tara Logan. “The vision is to provide
a safe, drug-free space for kids of all ages to hang out
during the evening. Please come join us!”

Wowser has an incredible discount membership special
running from now until June 15. For more information and
to sign up, please visit: http://wowser.org/special/.

- submitted by Wowser

Weatherby Magnum from Coast To Coast Hardware of Willits.
These tickets are one for $5 or six for $20. “All tickets can be
purchased at the Firehouse or from an association member.”

serves lunch five days per
week from 11:45 am to 1
pm. 55 and older: $5.50
per meal; under 55 $7 per
meal. Includes soup, entrée,
vegetable, bread, dessert,

Daniel Essman

Columnist

Shanachie Pub: Shotgun Jesus,
psychedelic rock. 50 South Main
Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant.
Info: 459-9194.

Saturday, June 20

Roof Benefit Grateful Dead 50th
Anniversary Party: A benefit for the
Senior Center's “A Roof Over Our
Heads” fundraising campaign. At Willits
Community Center, 6 to 11 pm, with live
music by “Totally Dead.” $20 advance;
$30 at the door; $10 for youth 11-15; kids
under 10 free. Tickets available at The
Headroom, Harrah Senior Center, Main
Street Music, & Shanachie Pub. Beer
& Wine. Live & Silent Auction. Chicken
Dinner: $10.

“Kill Me, Deadly”: 8 pm. Willts
Community Theatre. See Friday, June 12
listing for details.

Shanachie Pub: Ismay, fraditional
Americana. 50 South Main Street, behind
Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Sunday, June 21 - Happy
Father’s Day!

Last Chance for Lincoln / Civil War
Exhibit: “Lincoln: The Constitution
and the Civil War,” a nationally traveling
exhibition on display at the Mendocino
County Museum, closes June 21. The
exhibit examines how President Lincoln
used the Constitution to confront three
intertwined crises of the Civil War — the
secession of Southern states, slavery and
wartime civil liberties. A second Civil War
exhibit, “Uncivil Homefront: Mendocino
County during the Civil War,” curated by
Rebecca Montes, professor of history at
Mendocino College, focuses on the local
effects of the Civil War through politics, the
military experience, and the indentured
servitude of Native Americans. Admission
to the museum, 400 East Commercial
Street, is free during the “Lincoln”
exhibit.

“Kill Me, Deadly”: Matinee at 2 pm. Willits
Community Theatre. See Friday, June 12
listing for details.

Add your event to the calendar!
Email:
willitsweekly@gmail.com

COLUMN | At the Movies

The Story: CIA agent Cooper (Melissa McCarthy)

is tied to her desk back at
headquarters. She yearns
to work undercover out
in the field. She gets her
chance.

My Thoughts: I'm often asked if | can recommend a
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and drink. 1501 Baechtel

The Willits Jim Hale Junior Giants Program, in  Road. Info: 459-6826.

association with the Mendocino
County Sheriff's  Youth Activities

League, starts its 2015 season on 8th annual
June 15. Sign up at www.jrgiants.

org or in person May 5 through June Hometown
26, Monday through Friday, 9 am i

to 4:30 pm with Keith Terrell at the Celebratlon
Willits Body Works Gym, 1511 South  Thursday, June 25
Main Street. Info: 707-459-0594 or  The annual Hometown

Celebration is the kick-off
for Willits Frontier Days:
an evening of festivities
downtown, 5 to 9 pm, with
businesses and restaurants

. . . staying open late, offering
Free |ntl'0dUCtI0n tO PhOﬂICS at dea|sl Samp|esl goodies and

the Willits Library. Materials for 3-, special activities. Live music
4- and 5-year-olds. No pressure, no and other performances
censure, no “wrongs!” Taught by Devi  throughout.  Food  vendors,
Doree Chase, CA state credential crafts —booths, — business
and Montessori teacher. Available :ﬁzleS,Wil|itlS(IdSChar$]gt;\I{|tle(S)1’:
Tuesday, Wednesday Fridlay: timesto Commerce's famous  prize
be arranged when space is available.

. wheel, and more. Info at the
Call 459-6284 for info. chamber: 459-7910.

Plant sales to benefit

arts center

Weekend plant sales to benefit the Willits
Center for the Arts will start Saturday, June 20 and
continue in June and July. Gardener Devi Chase
will be offering 16 varieties of perennial flowers,
16 varieties of annual flowers, 12 varieties of
herbs, and also lettuces. 363 Boscabelle Avenue,
between San Francisco and East Valley. 10 am
to 4 pm. Dates: Saturday, June 20 and Sunday,
June 21; Saturday, June 27 and Sunday, June 28;
Sunday, July 5, Saturday, July 18 and Sunday,
July 19; and Saturday, July 25 and Sunday, July
26.
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cynthiapurdue@yahoo.com.

Free Introduction to
Phonics

Gardener
B Devi
¥ Chase

MCCARTHY STATHAM BYRNE LMW

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

good comedy. That always makes me nervous. When
| first saw Monty Python’s dead parrot skit, | laughed
until | choked. But
try telling someone
about it. You'll find
that not everyone
thinks a bunch of
snotty Brits arguing
over the corpse of a
bird is funny. There’s
no class of fim
criticism more open
to disagreement than
what makes funny
. and what's just
stupid.

That said, “Spy”
made me laugh
so hard and so
continuously that | will
state  unequivocally
that you gotta see
it ... and that you'll
thank me afterward.
And if not, well, |
drink coffee  most
mornings at Tom
Mann'’s coffee house on the corner of Commercial and
101. You can tell me off there. (But | won’t apologize.)

Rotten Tomatoes gave “Spy” a 95 percent positive
rating. Slapstick comedy gold couldn’t gleam any
brighter.

Parents: Though this is slapstick, there is bloody
violence and continuous sex talk and sex jokes. Not
For Children.

Note: The script is clever, and the actors are solid.
For all you neophyte screenwriters and thespians, this
movie is worth studying.

Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality attenuated by the wisdom of the
imagination.

Ongoing Events

Willits Summer Farmers Market: from 3 to 6 pm every Thursday
at City Park on East Commercial Street, with produce, local meats
and fish, local grains, dinner, baked goods, gift items, chocolates,
crafts, live music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.

The Emandal Chorale: this community chorus based in Willits is in
its 20th season, and you are welcome to join! Every Wednesday
from 5 to 6:30 pm. No auditions necessary. The Chorale meets
upstairs at the Willits Center for the Arts, 71 East Commercial
Street.

WCA June Show: The June show at the Willits Center for the
Arts, “You Show Me Yours and I'll Show You Mine: From Negative
to Print,” features 35 mm film photography by Ree Slocum and
David Weitzman. 71 East Commercial Street. Runs through June
28. Gallery hours: Thursdays and Fridays from 4 to 7 pm, and
Saturdays and Sundays from noon to 3 pm. Info: Ree Slocum at
972-2163 or reeslocum@gmail.com.

Civil War Exhibits at the Mendocino County Museum: “Lincoln: The
Constitution and the Civil War,” a nationally traveling exhibition on
display through June 21, examines how President Lincoln used
the Constitution to confront three intertwined crises of the Civil
War - the secession of Southern states, slavery and wartime
civil liberties. A second Civil War exhibit, “Uncivil Homefront:
Mendocino County during the Civil War,” curated by Rebecca
Montes, professor of history at Mendocino College, focuses on
the local effects of the Civil War through politics, the military
experience, and the indentured servitude of Native Americans.
Admission to the museum, 400 East Commercial Street, is free
during the “Lincoln” exhibit.

Free English class/Clase de ingles gratis: Every Thursday at 7 pm
| Cada jueves a las 7 pm. At the LDS church, 265 Margie Drive.
Info: 707-758-8709.

Willits Frontier Twirlers: Monday night session at the Willits Center
for the Arts. New beginner class runs from 7 to 8 pm, with dancing
to follow from 8 to 9 pm. Singles and couples and all ages are
welcome. Caller/teacher Lawrence Johnson. Singles and couples
and all ages are welcome. $20/month (to help pay the caller), with
young dancer scholarships available. Questions? Contact Emmy
Good at Emmy@pacific.net or Jenny Watts at Wattsup@gmail.
com.

Al-Anon Meeting: Every Thursday Night from 5:30 to 6:30 pm, at
the Baechtel Creek Village Community Room (behind Rite-Aid at
the Evergreen Shopping Center. “Al-Anon Family groups are a
fellowship of relatives and friends of alcoholics who share their
experience strength and hope to solve their common problems.
We believe that alcoholism is a family illness and that changed
attitudes can aid recovery.”

Drop-in Knitting Circle: Due to popular demand, the Willits
Library is holding the drop-in knitting circle every Saturday of the
month, from 3 to 4:30 pm at the Willits Branch Library, 390 East
Commercial Street. “Bring your projects to share and show off!
We will have expert knitters on board who can solve any problems
and teach everyone to knit! Bring your own projects — we'll supply
the coffee! Sign-ups are not necessary — everyone is welcome to
drop in.”

Cards and Games at Willits Library: free games in the Willits
Library’s Community Room. Tuesday bridge sessions from 1:30
to 3:30 pm; Thursday bridge sessions from 4:30 to 6:30 pm.
Saturday free bridge classes, 10:15 am to 12:15 pm, for new and
review students. Info: Donna at 459-9035. “Friday Night Magic:
Youth game night, for kids ages 10 to 14, runs through June.
Bring cards and games to share. Parental contact info required
to sign in. From 5 to 7:30 pm, but library doors close at 6 pm,
and no admission after 6 pm. Info: the Willits Library at 459-5908.
Saturday afternoons from 2 to 4:30 pm: Chess: bring your chess
set and have some fun with friends. All ability levels welcome. Info:
Raymond at 841-0473.

Life Changes: Discussion and support group with Linda Posner,
Wednesdays from 10 to 11 am. Harrah Senior Center, 1501
Baechtel Road.

Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the Saint Francis
in the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 East Commercial Street.
Every 2nd and 4th Friday. Free. Everyone is welcome. Info: 459-
4932.

Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from Smoking” class
sponsored by the Frank R. Howard Memorial Hospital. Every
Wednesday at the HMH Conference Room, 1 Madrone Street, 6
to 7 pm. RSVP to Jennifer Barrett at 707-540-4208. Walk-ins are
always welcome.

Free Sheriff's Activity League programs: at Body Works Gym,
1511 South Main Street. Teen gym: Monday to Friday from 2:30
to 5:30 pm; Boxing: Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 pm;
Karate: Kids aged 5 to 10 from 6 to 7 pm, Tweens, Teens and
Adults at 7 pm. All SAL programs free to the public. Info: www.
facebook.com/MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague or
Mike Tobin: 354-0565.

Shanachie Pub: Open Mic every Wednesday. 8 pm. Sign-ups start
at 7 pm. Movie Night every Tuesday. 50 South Main Street, behind
Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Karaoke Night at Al's Redwood Room: Every Wednesday night,
starting at 9 pm. 207 South Main Street 459-2444. With Mr. Larry’s
New Orleans Outside BBQ Café Catering serving from 9 pm until
1:30 am. Questions? Call Mr. Larry: (707) 367-7865.

Open Mic Jam at Al's Redwood Room: Every Friday night, hosted
by Dream Capsule Entertainment, featuring talented, established
local musicians from all over Northern California. Jazz, Blues,
Rock. New talent welcome. Al's Redwood Room, 207 South Main
Street; starting at 9 pm. Mr. Larry’s New Orleans Outside BBQ
Café Catering serving from 9 pm until 1:30 am. Questions? Call
Mr. Larry: (707) 367-7865.

Laytonville Summer Farmers Market: Mondays from 2:30 to 5:30
pm at Harwood Hall, 44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Buy local:
vegetables, juice, bakery, beef, lamb, pork, crafts, hot soup, baked
goods, and more.

Save the Date

Father’s Day, June 21

Hometown Celebration, June 25,

downtown Willits

Willits Frontier Days, June 25 through July 5
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Starchild Chocolate

New Willits factory hand-roasts organic

cacao beans from around the world
|

At top, from left: Cacao beans from one of Starchild Chocolate’s small farmer suppliers. A close-
up of unhulled cacao beans. After roasting and grinding, cacao beans are conched - heated and
agitated - to get rid of acidity.

Above: Ash Maki offers some of his hand-crafted artisan chocolate.

Below, left: The glass case with chocolate treats in the Starchild storefront. Right: The Starchild
Chocolate factory and storefront, a block north of Commercial Street.

Photos by Jennifer Poole
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Is chocolate a gift from the gods? Many
would agree with chocolatiers Ash and
Brittany Maki, owners of the new Starchild
Chocolate factory in Willits, that “cacao is
truly one of nature’s finest fruits ... said to
be a gift from the gods.”

But most of us haven't tasted the kind of
artisan, varietal “from bean to bar” chocolate
— roasted in small batches and sweetened

with coconut

Jennifer Poole blossom  sugar
Editor & Reporter — that the Makis
Jennifer@willitsweekly.com make.

“What makes

us different from other folks,” Ash Maki said,
“is that we give a light roast to our beans.
We accentuate its dynamic, individual flavor
profile.”

Starchild has just put a new website up,
and its beautiful new storefront and cafe
at 101 North Main Street is now “open for
business,” Tuesdays through Fridays, from
noon to 6 pm.

Maki buys his premium, organic raw
cacao beans from a “direct marketing
network” of small farmers and co-ops in
a dozen countries in Central and South
America, Mexico and Africa. The whole
roasting, cracking, winnowing, grinding,
conching (heating and agitating), testing,
tempering and molding process happens
right here in the factory’s back rooms. Then
the chocolate is sweetened with coconut
blossom sugar and flavored with vanilla,
and enhanced with any number of other
organic ingredients.

The fair trade beans arrive in bags by
variety — there are three main kinds of cacao
beans, Criollo, Forastero and Trinitario. But,
Maki says, not only is each variety different,
and each season’s harvest different, each
farmer’s harvest is different, too: “Each

beanisindividual,” Maki said, “depending Read the rest of

Chocolate

on how each farmer or each co-op

Summer is herel

ferments them at the beginning ... starting
on the ground, depending on the rain and
things like that, and how the farmers take
care of them.... We’'re not afraid to pay extra
so that we can get the really cared-for, high-
quality beans.”

And how each chocolate maker roasts and
prepares the beans makes a big difference,
too. The factory has a log book, where
exact details about time and temperature
used to roast each batch of beans are kept.
For test roasts, the crew stops and tests
the beans every two minutes. “Each bean
has its optimum point where all of its flavors
balance out,” Maki said, “and everything
that's in it comes together. We do our
best to try to grab on to that sweet spot to
accentuate the bean to its fullest potential.”

Starchild Chocolate is one of two finalists
for the International Chocolate Awards
“Americas” competition for 2015, in the
category “Plain/origin dark chocolate bars
made with alternative natural sugar.” The
winner will be announced soon, but just
to be a finalist in a world-class chocolate
competition is a big achievement. “I'm
continually, every day, surprised by people’s
reactions to this chocolate,” Maki said.

The consistent taste that most chocolate
lovers are used to in chocolate ‘“like
Hershey's,” Maki said, is the result of
over-roasting cacao beans, “creating a
kind of burned cocoa flavor,” which is then
smoothed out in the conching process:
conching removes the acidity in cacao

beans with heat and motion.

With the lighter roasts, Maki said: “Flavors
explode out of the chocolate. We're not
burning off all the fruits and different flavors:
It's a lot more like wine tasting.”

How did this high-end chocolate

Over on Page 11

- ——
y. = \
A

Camo Kooziel!

Come get your cool (free)‘

AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ LIFE « HEALTH * BUSINESS

CANTUA

INSURANCE AGENCY

(707) 923-2179

Rady Cantua

rcantua@farmersagent.com

(707) 459-3276

foi | @ Anthem. &
FARMERS

HELUEANCE

Natherrined Coserod Califorsia Agent
narcalguols, com

Serving our community
for over 30 years.

Burritos » Tacos * Salads * Nachos
And so much more!

\ 3 A4

Lunch & Dinner Specials on Mondays

5 166 S. Main St.
A | Willits

: & 707-459-5702
*Gall for details 48 9'24 04

Monday-Saturday
10:00 am - 8:30 pm
Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Pg.10

AutolG

ollisioniSpecialists e

i=

CAR MIASH.C

& COMPLETE DETAIL SERVICE

1619 5. Main SU.CTnay
481425, (S Eﬂg‘:
yokumsk S

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com  Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

i |

Willits Weekly | June 11, 2015

The rest of

Chocolate From Page 10
manufacturing company end up in Willits? Ash, who’s
been in Willits about 15 years, and Brittany started making
chocolate in their own certified cottage kitchen here in town,
but demand soon outstripped what they could produce
at home, especially for wholesale customers. At first the
couple was interested in raw dark chocolate with herbal and
“‘medicinal” ingredients, but Ash ended up going to school
to become a commercial chocolatier, at the online Ecole
Chocolate in San Francisco. A lifetime of traveling around
the world, Ash said, helped him make the connections he
needed to deal directly with far-flung cacao farmers and co-
ops.

And using coconut blossom sugar — which Ash describes
as a ‘low-glycemic” sweetener — and other healthy
ingredients means he can “sleep at night with good
conscience,” he laughed. “Kids and old folks can get healthy
treats, and that's what makes all the work worth it.”

The newly remodeled storefront — across the highway
from the 101 Drive-In — has a high glass case filled with
many chocolate treats. Some items available Friday were:
Brazilian chocolate, plain or with almonds or cashews;
Caramel Pecan Bon Bon; Coconut Cream Pie and
Chocolate Cream Pie; Chocolate Covered Bananas and
Apricots; Almond Crunch Truffle; “White-ish Chocolate”;
72% Ecuadorian Raw; Peruvian with Currant or Aimond;
and Dominican with Toasted Coconut.

And then there are drinks, including hot or iced chocolate,
of course. You can even “Drink a Bar”: “Melt down any plain
chocolate bar of your choice for strong drinking chocolate!”
But Starchild also offers juices and fruit smoothies with a
wide selection of healthy and tasty ingredients, including
house-made sprouted nut milks. Fancy teas, house-made
syrups and fair trade Thanksgiving Coffee and espresso
drinks are also on the chalkboard menu, and everything is
organic.

For more information — including more details about the
“‘bean to bar” process — visit www.starchildchocolate.com,
stop by the storefront, or call 707-841-3104.

The rest of

POliO From Page 14

and was held at Country
Skillet.  Surprise guests
were Walton’s wife, Jill, and
daughter Holly, along with

long-timeemployee Carol  jgtrymental in eradicating

Gibson. polio for the past 30 years.

Walton said he’s been Polio is currently only
in training for this trip for endemic in two countries,
some time, so he’s not but because of the need
worried about biking this to continue immunizing
distance and looks forward children for at least three
to the experience. He did years after the last case of
confide that he is worried polio has been diagnosed
about his lack of culinary in a country, the need to
skills, since the group will continue to raising funds for
be taking turns cooking as  this program is imperative.

they camp along the way 10 \a1tn has a GoFundMe

San Francisco. account, “Pedal for Polio,”
to help raise funds for
Rotary International’s
continued  objective  of
eradicating polio. To follow
his progress or to donate,
go to www.gofundme.com/
bradpedalforpolio.

camp.

As a long-time Rotarian,
Walton is proud that Rotary
International  has  been

As word got out about his
trip, he received a couple of
emails from Williamsburg
Rotarians who want to
support his cause and
have offered space on their
property for his group to

The ref%gftary From Page 14

room nurse. Irene was active in swimming, cheerleading
and cross country at WHS. She was also very involved
in Peer Counseling and completed more than 100 hours
of community service. She also completed certification as
an emergency medical technician and plans to work as an
EMT during her time at college.

Mykayla McClellan plans to take courses at Mendocino
College in the fall to further her career plans of working as
an occupational therapist. She participated in high school
basketball, tennis, soccer, volleyball and cheerleading.
She currently works at Families United — Respite.

Ankit Patel intends to be a cardiologist and will start his
education at Santa Rosa Junior College in the fall. Ankit
ran on the Wolverine track and cross-country teams. He
was captain of both teams in both his junior and senior
years. He was also very involved in student government,
and is the Associated Student Body president.

Naomi Ramirez will attend Chico State University with
a double major in history and theater. She plans to either
become a teacher or a museum curator. Naomi swam all
four years with WHS swim team. She has also worked at
Willits Kids Club since 2011. She currently is the Willits
High School Associated Student Body representative on
the Willits Unified School District Board of Trustees.

Hailey Riley plans to continue her education this fall at
Truckee Meadows Community College in Reno. Her course
of study in human anatomy and physiology will help her
in her objective to become a radiologic technician. Hailey
was very involved in 4-H and Future Farmers of America
throughout her school career. Sports are important to
her, and at times during her four years in high school she
swam, played volleyball, and played soccer. She played
basketball all four years, and was the basketball team
captain her freshman, junior and senior years.

Kayla Smith will attend Mendocino College this fall
to study biological sciences. She plans to transfer to UC
Davis, after completing her prerequisites at Mendocino
College, in order to continue in her goal of working in the
field of neonatal-perinatal, pediatric medicine. She was
involved in FFA, track and cheerleading in high school.

Tori Troum plans to become a police detective and will
major in criminal justice at Mendocino College in the fall.
After completing her prerequisites at Mendocino College,
she plans to transfer to Sacramento State to complete her
Bachelor of Science degree in criminal justice. Tori was a
student athlete at WHS playing softball and soccer.
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Coast hotels pull out of tourism district

Hospitality establishment owners in
the cities of Fort Bragg and Point Arena
have filed valid protest letters sufficient
to pull all the hotels, motels and inns
in those cities out of the countywide
Business Improvement District, the
board of supervisors learned Tuesday.

Supervisors decided to postpone a

final vote on
Mike A’Dair reauthorizing
Reporter the BID until

June 16. If the
board votes to
reauthorize the BID, the district’s budget
will be reduced by roughly one half from
a projected $1 million. It also will mean
the “all for one, one for all” spirit of the
BID will be torn asunder, and hotel
and motel owners in other areas of the
county will have more reason than ever
to regard the BID as a failed and futile
endeavor.

Motel owners in Ukiah, Willits,
Laytonville and Hopland will, in essence,
be contributing to a marketing machine
that benefits the Mendocino Coast, but
to which motel owners in that area are
not contributing financially.

The BID was created in 2006 to
provide a funding source for putting
the word out about Mendocino County
on both national and international
tourism markets. Under the agreement,
hospitality ~owners charge their
customers 1 percent of the cost of a
night in their accommodations, and
contribute that money to the BID. The
BID then gives that money to Visit
Mendocino, Inc., which executes the
marketing program for the county
as a whole. Mendocino County also
contributes a sum equal to 50 percent
of the BID assessment revenues as a
matching contribution.

Five organizations have a hand in
BID governance, including four boards
(the county board of supervisors, the
board of directors of the Mendocino
County Lodging Association, the
Mendocino ~ County ~ Promotional
Alliance, and Visit Mendocino, Inc.) and
an advisory committee. Altogether, five
bodies comprised of 56 people with four
overlapping contracts have a hand in
governing the BID.

Despite this “structure,” no one body
actually runs the BID. This state of
affairs reduced the efficiency of the BID,
and in fall 2014 the BID structure itself
began to unravel. In August, the MCLA
board of directors voted to reject a BID
marketing study; in September it voted
to terminate its contract with VMC.

Last November, supervisors

mike@willitsweekly.com

appointed John McCowen (Ukiah)
and Dan Gjerde (Fort Bragg) to an ad
hoc committee charged with fixing the
problem.

McCowen and Gjerde worked
for six months with board members
from MCLA, MCPA and VMC, as
well as with members from the BID
Advisory Committee. The committee
essentially  overhauled the BID
structure, determining there would
be one governing body, and that Visit
Mendocino, Inc. would redesign itself to
become that body. The committee also
proposed raising the BID assessment to
2 percent of hospitality revenues.

The protest votes were filed in
response to supervisors’ plans to
reauthorize the current BID structure.

During a public hearing on the issue
held Tuesday, several heavy-hitters in
the tourism industry decried the current
state of affairs.

“Supervisor Gjerde and Supervisor
McCowen spent an incredible — an
inordinate — amount of time during the
last six months, to try and bring this
together into a governance system,
into a publicly transparent system that
would resolve the issues that have
accrued and fermented, if you will, in
the last eight years, and put them out
on the table, and move forward,” said
Fort Bragg hospitality owner and past-
chairman of the MCLA Jim Hurst, who
has sat on the BID Advisory Committee
for the past eight years.

“The most disappointing thing to me s,
in talking with other lodging owners, the
lack of understanding and appreciation
of what has been accomplished,” Hurst
said. “There is simply no recognition
that anything other than the economy
has resulted in the improvement and
growth in our industry.

“| think you should consider stopping
the BID,” Hurst told supervisors, “not
renewing the BID. Give that serious
consideration. Let's see what the
consequences are.

“l am so concerned there is a lack
of understanding, and we have busted
our tails, and you have busted your tails
for the last eight years to show that,”
Hurst said, “and it doesn’'t matter how
much you show has been done, it's not
believed. So, let's see what happens.

“There could be some pretty bad
consequences,” he added, “but | think
that it's worth the risk.

“Tourism,” Hurst conceded, “is the
lifeblood of this county, and | don’t want
to see it go backwards. But if everything
that’s been done is so totally rejected —

in Fort Bragg it's 54.9 percent and we
have 25 percent countywide — if we are
willing to go forward without Fort Bragg
and Point Arena, | am willing to bet you
that next year you'll have 51 percent
countywide.”

“It is time for this board to recognize
that, essentially, it has all the reins
sitting right here,” said former Third
District  Supervisor Hal Wagenet,
chairman of VMC. “It is no longer a
lodging BID. It's a county BID, and the
structure — the seating of the board and
the financing of it — resides on this dais.
It is the supervisors’ BID, and it is to the
benefit of the county as a whole.

“l am very proud of VMC,” Wagenet
said. “It's won awards. It's changed
the image of the county. It's gotten
national recognition, and international
recognition. It's even reached Willits. |
think that the way you should be seeing
it is, ‘the way it is,’ not what people’s
opinions are. It has become a fractured
deal; it is not being well-supported, and
it is going to fade away.”

Opposition to the BID is “being done
in an interesting way,” Wagenet said.
“People are wrapping themselves in
the flag of fiscal prudence and great,
wonderful oversight, and then are
destroying the very thing that has so
benefited the county and changed its
momentum in a much more positive
direction. | don't think you should be
swayed by that.

“Naturally, you could decide to
continue based on what you've got,
based on a reduced budget,” he added.
“Today you could do this. You can take
the possibly $600,000 in BID revenues
— maybe it's been reduced a little to
$500,000 — backfill it from your own
general funds, and maintain the $1
million budget for a single year.

“You can use that bought time to put
together a different plan. Maybe you
raise the TOT another 1 percent. You
would have a lot of support for that.
You've got the organizational structure.
You've got everything, except the
support from the lodging community.
Please recognize that, and prop it up
with your own funding, if you must,
because, eventually, that's what you are
going to have to do.”

The board will vote on that rewritten
resolution at next week’s board meeting.

Della Avenue to get new water line

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

The city saved money in April when its public works crew
replaced a Main Street water line, and the same in-house
approach will soon be applied on Della Avenue.

The city said its crew saved
about $125,000 when it replaced a
decrepit portion of water line from
Commercial Street to State Street.

Zack Cinek

Reporter
zack@uwillitsweekly.com

With a new project to be undertaken by the county, things
are looking up for Della Avenue, a well-used street just
outside city limits near Blosser Lane Elementary School.

The Mendocino County Department of Transportation
has a project ready to go that will repave the street, but
first the city must dig down and replace an aging water line.

The four-inch wrapped steel pipe is in poor condition,
according to a report from the city.

Mendocino
College

Herth County Center / Willits

—Cm

REGISTER NOW

Use WebAdvisor 24/7
www.mendocino.edu

SUMMER 2015

Most Classes Begin:

Monday, June 15

372 E. Commercial, 459-6224

Public Works Director Rod Wilburn said corrosion in the
pipe has reduced it from four inches to about two inches
inside.

On Della Avenue, the city plans to contract with
Mendocino Construction Services for trench digging and
dirt disposal.

MCS’s contribution to the project was expected to cost
about $42,000.

The city and public works employees will manage the
remainder of the work, including ordering materials,
Wilburn said.

It makes good sense to replace the waterline before
paving Della Avenue: County officials told the city it would
not permit a trench to be dug in the asphalt for five years
after the repaving was complete.

Elisa A. Charlson

On Sunday, May 31, 2015, Elisa A. Charlson
passed away. She was 96 years old. Elise A.
Charlson was born January 8, 1919 to Allen C.
Abbott and Paula B. Abbott in Seattle, Washington.
She had one brother, James W. Abbott. Elise was
active volunteering for many years with Meals on
Wheels and the Hospice Association and enjoyed
original membership in the Choraleers Women’s
Group. She was a supportive friend of the Monterey
Presbyterian Church. She moved into Forest Hill
Manor but later moved to Sunrise Senior Living
where she passed away.

She is preceded in death by her forever and loved
husband, Ray. She is survived by two children, Paula
Reidt of Scotts Valley and her husband Gordon;
her son, Patrick Charlson of Willits and his wife
Sally, two granddaughters, Cheyanne Charlson of
Northern California and Amy Elise Reidt of New
Haven, Connecticut.

No services are planned but donations can be

made to The Friends of the Monterey Library.

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com  Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Willits High School graduates continued from page 7.

Kayla ODaniel Lyman

Odalis Perez

Alejandro Rodriguez
Historian

T

Brandon Thiel

Kira Wear

NEW
HORIZONS

Class of 2015

lan Bertolino-Haley,

Caytlin  Collicott, Byron
DeGraw, Crystal Haas,
Kailana Madrigal, Virginia
Murray, Matthew Nelson,
Colton  Pinson,  Thais
Reed, Rebecca Rodriguez,
Kiera Shed, Lisa Sheridan,
Clifford  Smith-Konopasek
and Savannah Stansberry.

SAN HEDRIN
HIGH SCHOOL

Class of 2015

Jesus Alvarez, Casey
Arms, Julio Avalos,
Dominic Barajas, Hayley
Chesser, Robert DeNeef,
Robin DeNeef, Nathanaul
Johnston, Lakota Lebo,
Juan Lopez, Daciah
McDonnell, Tyler Miner,
Esperanza Nieto, Kyle
Patten, Jerrod Paulson,
Jasmin Rains, Tyra Riley,
Aryanna Rockey, Joseph
Said, Jorge Sanchez, Emily
Nicole  Shannon, Erica
Simpson, Brittany Simpson,
Joseph Slaughter, Brook
Stroecker, Lucita Vaughan
and Kaelie Yadon.

Willits High School
graduates not pictured:
Judith Bordelon
List of graduate names and
photos  provided by schools.

Willits Weekly did our best to
check names and spellings.

Pg.12

Levi Phillips

Christian Rodriguez

Sara Siedentopf

Wyatt Thom

David Wells

FOR GRADS

-
-

ASB President

Ankit Patel

Jasmin Quilter

Kara Rodriguez

Omar Sisemore

Tori Troum

Nathan White

Willits High Schoo| Graduation is June 11

r
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A Graduation Leis $30
a _ Balloon Bouquets
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Call today to place your order (707) 459-Q075
In store: 242 S. Main St., Willits

208 East SAN Francisco AVE. WILLITS, CA 95490

PrONE: 707-459-6791

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047
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Senior Class President

«

Online: flowerladyofwillits.org

Sarah Patterson Russell Paulson

Board Representative

Naomi Ramirez Sam Riddle

Annie Romberg

ﬂ

Brandon Slater Kayla Smith

Deric Wisdom Mikaela Wright

SUMMER

YOUTH PASS

$45 ALLSUMMER
COUNTY-WIDE

Unlimited rides to summer school...
Shopping...to the Coast...Meet your Friends!

Youth Summer Pass for students 18 years & younger.

Pass good all summer long on all MTA fixed routes.

$5.00 and a Youth Summer Pass will get you to and from
5anta Rosa on MTA's North Coast and South Coast Buses!

For more information: www.mendocinotransit.org
or call 800-696-4MTA [ 462-1422
Tickets: Mendoono Transit Authanty, 247 Plant Road , Ukiah (A 952882

WHEEL DEAL!
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Senior headshots by Ron Greystar

Taylor Sasso

Juan Tafolla Urrutia

Alejandro Villegas

Darian Yanez

Passes pood June |
ey Aag N, 295

Willits Weekly

CLASSIFIEDS

30 Words | S10 | 2 Weeks

Algebra, Geomeftry
SAT & ACT Test Prep
Mac Smith 459-MATH

Babysitter/Tutor
available
Creative, experienced multi-
subject certified teacher,
with reliable transportation,
available  for  childcare,
tutoring, light cooking and
housekeeping this summer.
Call Heather at 707-513-
7273. References furnished

upon request.

Breast Exam
Thermography Breast
Examination: Breast
Screening by Digital Infrared
Thermal Imaging available
at Willits Chiropractic Clinic,
Wednesday, June 17, 1225
South Main Street. $185.
Reserve your appointment
today by calling 707/459-
4689.

Community Hu Song

In our fast-paced world, are
you looking to find more
inner peace? Join us for
a Community HU Song,
Thursday, June 18 (third
Thursday this month), at 6
pm at Wilits City Hall, 111
E Commercial Street. HU
(pronounced hue) is a simple,
upliing prayer or mantra
that can help you experience
divine love and an inner
calm. All faiths are welcome.
Sponsored by  Eckankar:
Experience the Light & Sound
of God. Information? Please
call 972-2475 or visit www.
miraclesinyourlife.org.

Computer Help
Need help with your
computer? | will come to
your home or business. PC
and Macintosh. Repairs
and  configuration ~ $35/
hr. Tutoring $15/hr.  Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
macamergin@yahoo.com.

For Sale

Tool Sets: Bearing separator,
rear axle puller, punch &
chisel, body frame hammer,
cooling tester (matco). Mac/
Snap-on. Tri-Stack portable
compressor/nozzles. 1/3 of
new prices. Msg: 707-354-
2801

For Sale by Owner
12 X 60 Mobile Home at
Grange Mobile Home Park.
Space #1 Facing Pine St.
2 Bedroom, 1 Bath. Large
living room, 55+ Senior
Park. Clean and ready to
move into. 707-621-1551.

30 Words |
$10 | 2 Weeks

Love this paper? Help keep us going!
We appreciate donations of any amount - it all counts!
PayPal - online | Check - P.O. Box 1698 | Cash - Farmers Market

The Fruit Group
Pesticide-free fruit by the
field lug.

Apricots, $26

Yellow and white eating
peaches & nectarines, $25

Canning fruit in July.

First truck June 11, second
truck June 18. Order by the
Sunday before.

Willits: Brenda, 459-9335
Ukiah, Potter & Redwood
Valley: Deanna, 391-7736
Laytonville: Heather,
984-7430

Lakeport: Linda, 279-8840
Fort Bragg: Karen,
937-4664

Brooktrails: Toni & Rene,
513-3640

Help Wanted
Janitorial position: Yokum'’s
Body Shop. Mon-Fri, 8 am
to 5 pm. Come by in person.
References required.

Help Wanted
Pizza Maker/Line Cook at
La Siciliana, Willits. Evening
hours making pizzas, salads,
bread, & pasta sauces from
scratch. 21 and older. Send
resume and experience to
kapilabenz@gmail.com.

Help Wanted
Shop Help/Laborer: Use
of hand tools, read a tape
measure, willing to do some
digging and cement work.
707-459-2320.

Help Wanted
Handyperson wanted for
busy hotel. Job includes
weekends and some days
during the week. Job
includes  watering, pool
cleanup, and various jobs
and duties that are unique
to hotels. Please apply in
person at 101 Gregory Lane,
Willits, CA

Help Wanted
Housekeeping - Must be
reliable, a team player and
willing to work weekends
and have a way to get to
work. Apply in person: 101
Gregory Lane, Willits, CA

Help Wanted
Front Desk at Baechtel
Creek Inn. Friendly,
reliable and willing to work
weekends. Please apply in
person at 101 Gregory Lane,
Willits, CA

Housing Wanted
2 bedroom house with
yard, accepting two dogs
and Section 8. In town or
Brooktrails. Ready to move
now: 293-3039.

Rental Available

for July 2015

*3  bdrm/1bath w/ large
fenced yard and paved
parking esuitable for a
family or small business *no
smoking/no pets +$1,000/
mo. W/ 1st, last, and
security <location: Hwy 20
and Blosser Ln e references
required « for applications
call 707.459.0373.

RV/Trailer

Space for Rent
Space for RV’s and Trailers
$390 per month, includes
water & garbage. Close
to Safeway in Willits. Call
Rhonda (707) 367-6178.
See at “http://www.oaknvine.
net/tp”

SEWING AND
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing
Teacher Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Zibergirl.com
707-367-6182, Willits

e Sale

Wagon Wheel Mobile Park.
Every Saturday in June, 9
am til 2 pm. TVs, computers,
furniture, specialized bike,
Bow-Flex  Ultimate, 8
Camper Shell, camp gear,
HH misc

Thermography
Thermography Breast
Examination: Breast
Screening by Digital Infrared
Thermal Imaging available
at Willits Chiropractic Clinic,
June 17, 1225 South Main
Street. $185. Reserve your
appointment today by calling
707/459/4689.

Volunteers Wanted
Frank Howard Memorial
Hospital is looking for
positive members of the
community to volunteer in
various departments of the
hospital. ~ Hours: flexible
and can include weekends.
More info? Call 456-3245.

Volunteers Wanted
The Wilits Senior Center
has many areas where your
expertise and talents are
needed. Front Desk, Thrift
Store, Dining Room, Sunday
Bingo, Sunday Breakfast,
Special Dinners, Landscaping,
Garden, Firewood. Come join
our Team, Call Mariya at 707-
459-6826.

Yard Sals
Saturday from 8 am to 4 pm,
234 Alice Drive. Furniture,
appliances, household
items, clothes, tools, tires
and more!

m

2015/2016 Associated
Student Body
President Price
Runberg accepts

a check from

Annette Pinon of the
Willits Educational
Foundation.
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Willits Educatlonal Foundation gives six
students money to attend leadership camp

This July, six students will get to enjoy attending a CADA Leadership Camp in Santa Barbara, courtesy
of a $1,080 donation made by the Willits Educational Foundation. In attendance will be: Price Runberg,
2015/2016 Associated Student Body president; Kyle Martinez, 2015/2016 ASB vice president; Brandon
Johnson, 2015/2016 senior class president; Camryn Christensen, 2015/2016 junior class president;
Alexis Rayes, 2015/2016 sophomore class president; and advisor/teacher Kelly Case-Brackett. Students
will get to participate in and learn about crowd involvement techniques, including new chants, songs
and cheers to help build school spirit. They can also participate in a talent show, listen to motivational
speakers who will discuss effective leadership skills, learn the elements of running a proper rally, and
enjoy a closing-day ceremony.

B, The day to
e celebrate our Dads
is just around the
corner, falling this
year on Sunday,
June 21. Willits
Weekly would like
to encourage the
community to not
only try and track
down that no-fail
golf tie, or ... erm,
concho bolero tie
in these here parts,
but also to submit
a photo of you and
your dad for our
upcoming June 18
edition.

Because really,
what would be a

Father’s Day
better Father’s Day

‘Foto Call® >

OBITUARY | Henry ‘Bud’ Crews

Henry R. “Bud” Crews passed away in Ukiah on May 18, 2015 at the age of 94. A resident
of Willits for 50 years, he had been in the logging industry as an equipment operator and
mechanic for 40 years. Bud was a World War Il Army veteran, April 1942 to December 1945,
having served in the 254th Engineer Combat Battalion — Battle of the Bulge 1945. He served
in Central Europe — Normandy, France. He was a member of the Willits American Legion

Post 174 for 22 years, including serving with the War Honor Guard for several years.

Bud is survived by his sister, Gertrude Yochun; nephew, Chuck (Marie) Foley; nieces Linda

(Len) Valasek and Pat (Ed) Jablonowski; and many more nieces, nephews and cousins.

Bud was predeceased in 2008 by his beloved wife of over 50 years, “Bernie”; and by the

unexpected loss in 1973 of his son David at the young age of only 18.

Graveside services with military honors will take place at 1 pm, at the Willits Cemetery on

Friday, June 12, 2015.

Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-Lucier Mortuary.

your smiling faces
published for free in the hometown newspaper for all to see? And to have something you can clip
and hang on the fridge for months to come?

Photos can be sent to willitsweekly@gmail.com. If you only have a printed copy of a photo, they
can be taken to Ace Copy and Shipping to be scanned and sent digitally. Please include a caption,
with the names of those in the photo from left to right.

PHOTOS NEED TO BE SUBMITTED BY MONDAY, JUNE 15

We will try and print as many photos as we can
in our June 18 edition. We look forward to helping
create a happy Father’s Day for all!

Furry Friends Hoping
for a Home

Orlando

Orlando is a 3-year-old male Pit Bull mix
who currently weighs 75 pounds. He
is a big dog with the personality of a
little puppy! Orlando is very social and
really enjoys being around people. He
would be happy to have a party or picnic
seven days a week, where he gets
to meet new folks and romp around!
Because of his size, this guy will need
room to explore, but will probably be
most comfortable in your lap!

The Ukiah Animal Shelter is located at
298 Plant Road in Ukiah, and our adoption
hours are Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and
Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm and Wednesday
from 10 am to 6 pm. We have many wonderful
dogs and cats, awaiting their forever homes
here. To view photos and bios of more of our
wonderful adoptable animals, please visit our
website:  www.mendoshelterpets.com or visit
our shelter during shelter hours. More info about
adoptions: 467-6453.

Photo by Rod Coots
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Willits

Tlarrah
Center

Semng the Seniors of our Community

PANCAKE BREAKFAST!
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Pancakes, eggs, and your
Kids $5
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Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047
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Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com  Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

choice of ham, bacon,
— Call for more information —
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Sunday ° June 14™
g
Oor sausage.
459-6826 « 1501 Baechtel Road

8-11 a.m.
Adults $7 « Members $6
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Y ‘Pedal for Polio’

New Rotary president raises funds
with bike trip

Brad Walton, president-elect of Willits Rotary, was given a boisterous send-off by Willits
Rotary last week, as he made his last-minute preparations to ride his
Jenny Senter bicycle across country to raise funds for polio eradication. Walton
arrived in Williamsburg, Virginia on Monday, with two other bicyclers,
including Steve Kesling, retired Willits High School woodshop
instructor. Walton and his group will ride their bicycles 3,760 miles
from Williamsburg, Virginia, part of America’s “Historic Triangle,” to
the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco this summer.

Features Writer

l'i

At left: Tom Herman,
current Rotary
president, left, with
Brad, Jill and Holly

Walton, and Carol The June 4 party, complete with a large decorated cake, was

Gibson in front. organized by
Rotary ~ member Read th £
Photo by Jenny Senter ead the rest o
Jolene Carrillo Polio Over on Page 15

Willits Rotary Club awards 11 scholarships

One of the highlights of the year for Willits Rotary
members is the awarding of scholarships to high
school seniors. Eleven scholarship winners were
recognized for their achievements at the weekly
lunch meeting held on June 4 at the Country Skillet.

freshman through junior years and is a member of
the California Scholarship Federation. Kylie also
volunteered at the Humane Society. On May 15,
2015 she graduated from the Medical Assistant
course offered by Mendocino County Office of
Education-Career Technical Education. She plans to
work her way through college as a medical assistant.

an architect. Nicholas was active in high school In back, left
sports, and he lettered in soccer, basketball and o right: Ankit
baseball. He was the captain of the varsity soccer 53;‘;"35:,””“
team his senior year, also earning accolades as All- - gjjj carillo
League Goalie and Second-Team, All-Empire Goalie. = Scholarship),
He is also is currently the Associated Student Body Raymond Hebel,
secretary. Recently, Nicholas began an internship /an Killmer, and

; ; Kylie Doty. In
with a local architect. front, left to right:

lan Killmer plans to be an auto mechanic. He Irene Labus,
will attend Mendocino College in the fall to enter Kay/a Smith,
the certificate program for automotive technology. 2o Ramirez
prog 9y. (Ruth Rockefeller

He has been working at Adam'’s Tire in Willits since  scholarship),

Tim King, who graduated from Willits High School
10 years ago, commented that during the scholarship
interview process, he likes to ask each student if they
plan to come back to Willits. He noted he “was happy
this year to hear from the
majority of the students
that they want to come

Raymond Hebel will attend Mendocino College
this fall to major in business and psychology. He
hopes to become an index fund manager. During
high school, he a co-founded an investment club
called the “Prosperity Club.” He was also a member

Jenny Senter
Features Writer

back to Willits. Many of of Peer Counseling. He currently works at Ardella’s  2013. Mykayla
the medical profession students were obviously very  and the Brooktrails Lodge. Irene Labus heads off to Chico State University ITWcCIeIIan,dTori
roum, an

excited about opportunities at the new hospital.”

The 2015 Willits Rotary Scholarship recipients are
as follows:

Kylie Doty plans to go to Chico State University in
the fall, to begin her prerequisites for nursing, with an
objective to become a nurse anesthetist. During her
high school career, she was a scholar athlete in her

Nicholas Johnson will head to Sonoma County in
the fall to attend Santa Rosa Junior
College. Once he completes his
schooling at SRJC, he plans to
then transfer to Sonoma State
or Humboldt State to advance
his goal of
becoming

in the fall, where she will major in nursing with the  Hailey Riley.
career goal of becoming a forensic and emergency

Photo by

Read the rest of Jenny Senter

nRotary

| Over on Page 15

WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE OUR THIRD GENERATION BUG KILLER:

MONTANA MILLER

INSURED AND FULLY LICENCED, #FR 50059

Make sure your kids and family have healthy and
easy meal options this summer from

MATT MILLER AND
HIS SON MONTANA

DELICIOUS ‘
Gyro Shop [ IR
e e $1.69 $32.39 &
24 LB. LU

—

BOULDER CANYON
KETTLE-COOKED
CHIPS

ASSORTED FLAVORS

SANTA CRUZ
ORGANIC
“JUICE-ADES” =

SELECTED FLAVORS

Sualle b =
ON SALE | ORGANIC 3-—.
$1.99 | ON SALE i
REG. $3.19 $1 .99 -E N

REG. $3.49
500 5. MAIN STREET, WILLITS
459-9630

Reloadable
LUNCH CARDS

CS__._;.

ML LN ST AT L _— '-

| 888-995- 7307 12 &
GB DRIVE RIMS $1.50 ea

OREGOM FILES §1.40 en

Friday, June 26

' Coyote Valley Casino Event Ce
F1%HL 50 DENVE LINE LOOF $11.00 T

91V<L 55 DRIVE LINK LOOP $12.10 Doors 7pm | Show 8pm

T2LGX 72 DRIVE LINK LDOP $15.04 " AEK ABGUT OUR CARSIDE Ti :
ick rtin 2
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and Technical Education,
how to get involved in clubs,
and student leadership
opportunities.

In addition, the district will
offer a two-week half-day
session of summer support.
This session will offer support
in English language skills
and in algebra. The session
will begin August 3 and will
run through August 12.

Substitutes to get more
pay

The board approved an
increase in pay scale for
substitute  teachers.  For
teachers who substitute
between one and 10
consecutive days, pay will
increase from $100 per day
to $130 per day. For teachers
who substitute between 11
and 20 days consecutively,
pay will increase from $110
per day to $135 per day. For
those who substitute for 21
consecutive days and over,
pay will increase from the
current $185 per day to $227
per day. The board approved
this item unanimously.

Lighting retrofit

The board unanimously
approved a proposal to apply
for $570,000 in Proposition
39 funds to replace and
modernize lighting at Willits
High School. Trustee Alex
Bowlds, who has taken a
special interest in the project,
told the board the district
would have to pay an upfront
cost of $40,000, which would
be defrayed in energy savings
in a year and a half. Bowlds
said the project should be
completed by August 2015.

Bowlds wants to look
at seven periods for

Willits High
Bowlds  also  asked
Superintendent Johnson

to provide the board with
information on the benefits
and liabilities of instituting a
seven-period day at Willits
High School.

Bowlds wants to determine
if switching to a seven-period
day at the district's flagship
institution would encourage
more students to take non-
college-directed  electives,
such as wood and metal
shop.

He asked Johnson to find
out how many college-bound
students wished they had
taken more electives, and
would have done so if there
had been more time in the
school day.

“l would like to think we
could meet the needs of
students who only want to
graduate from high school, as
well as the needs of students
who wish to go on to college,”
Bowlds said.

Inrecent months, the school
board and administration
have been under pressure
from local residents and
taxpayers who are unhappy
because the $1.3 million
they will pay under the 2010
Measure B bond, which was
used to build and modernize
the high school's wood and
metal shops, is not being
used to its full capacity due
to underutilization of the CTE
section of the high school.

School administrators have
stated they cannot have more
periods of wood and metal
shop because of lack of
student interest.

The anecdotal rationale
for why the Career Technical
Education facilities at the high
school are not being used is
that many students are on a
college track, and don’t have
time to take the non-collegiate
electives like wood and metal
shop.

The issue is complex,
because adding another
period to the day could mean
shortening the length of
each class, making it more
difficult to teach the school’'s
curriculum.

Bowlds told Johnson he
would like to have more
information on the issue, and
Johnson promised to provide
it.
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Uncle Sam; $761,000 is from “other [state] sources”; and
$1.3 million comes from taxes paid by area taxpayers.

After listening to staff suggestions made at the May board
meeting, District Superintendent Patricia Johnson has
agreed to hire two reading specialists (one for Brookside
and one for Blosser Lane) and also will attempt to hire an
English Language Development coordinator.

The ELD coordinator will work with teachers and school
principals to coordinate English language development
services at all district schools.

English Language Development is education-world jargon
for teaching students who don’t speak or read English how
to do so. In our area, most of these ELD students are
Spanish-speaking.

This move, proposed by Johnson and endorsed by the
board of trustees, was praised by veteran teacher and
outgoing Brookside School Principal Olga O’Neill.

“| completely support filling this position,” O'Neill said.
“l think it's something our district really needs, from
kindergarten to grade 12. It's something we haven't had that
| think will really benefit our district.”

The board approved a job description for the position and
encouraged Johnson to try to fill it.

In addition to holding a public hearing on the proposed
budget, trustees heard a presentation on the Local Control
Accountability Plan. The superintendent reminded the
school board and the public of the benefits the district has
enjoyed over the past year through the implementation of
the LCAP, including hiring an assistant principal and some
counselors at Willits High School, a dean at Baechtel Grove
Middle School, a lead transportation specialist at the district
bus barn, and filling other positions.

According to Johnson, “the majority of funds [provided
under the LCAP] were allocated to salaries and benefits
to meet the needs of the targeted population.” Johnson
noted that the district spent $702,309 on enhancements to
employee salaries and benefits, $29,500 on consultants,
$9,150 on travel and conferences, and $42,000 on “transfer
of direct costs.”

Even though student enrollment in the district has
declined over the past five years, under the state’s Local
Control Funding Formula plan the district's budget is
increasing, and is predicted to continue to increase over the
next several years.

Willits Weekly asked anyone at the board meeting who
would care to answer whether this was a long-term political
reality, or whether it might be expected to change with the
election of a Republican governor or a Republican majority
Legislature in California.

District's Financial Officer Tanya Michel said it looked
to be a long-term reality in the educational landscape in
California.

“The LCFF was the first major revision to funding for
education in 40 years,” Michel said. “I don’t imagine — and
this is just my opinion — that they would unravel everything
they've worked so hard for.”

Michel also noted California Gov. Jerry Brown has
successfully directed his administration to pay down the
“gap” between what the state needs to pay under LCFF, and
what the state actually pays.

Statewide, Brown and the Legislature have arranged that
the wheels and gears of state government will pay down
the funding gap over an eight-year period. After only three
years, the state already has reduced the gap by 51 percent.

“These are really good times,” Michel said. “The state
hasn’t seen eight years of continuous economic growth —
ever. So we will have to face an economic slowdown, or an
economic reversal, at some point. We know that. But we
don’t know when.”

The board did not approve the budget, however. Instead,
Superintendent Johnson has scheduled two informational
sessions on the budget, for Friday, June 12, and Monday,
June 15, both at 3 pm, and both at the Media Center at
Willits High School.

At these sessions Johnson will explain the budget, the
LCAP and the LCFF to the public.

The school board will hold another session on the budget
at 4:30 pm on Wednesday, June 24, also at the WHS Media
Center.

Willits Unified
The Big Picture

Enrollment  Staff* Expenditures

(in Millions)
2011-12 1676 220 $15.2
2012-13 1607 212 $15.6
2013-14 1592 203 $14.6
2014-15 1595 223 $16.78
2015-16 ----- 235"  §$17.98

*includes both classified and certificated staff
** includes posted, but unfilled positions
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yield taxes are projected to be up, too.

In fact, of 34 line items in the Budget Unit 1000 Revenue
Forecast for 2015-16, 21 are projected to come in higher
than the same line item for 2014-15.

Total revenues dedicated to funding supervisors’ Budget
Unit 1000 are up $2.1 million, to $64,645,400.

The county executive office is recommending the county
spend $239.5 million during the next fiscal year, including
state and federally funded programs.

The county is expecting to see a carryover of $3.3 million
from this year’s budget. Added to that is another $2.8 million
the county will receive in the form of a pre-2004 mandate
debt repayment.

According to a staff budget summary, historically the state
has imposed mandates on local governments for which it
has not paid. “Prior to 2004, California law allowed the state
to avoid reimbursing local governments for mandates by
paying small token amounts and deferring portions to pay
later. As a result, local governments amassed millions in
unfounded mandate debt due to insufficient reimbursement
payments from the state.

“In response, the people of California approved
Proposition 1A in November 2004, requiring the state either
to fund legislative mandates on local agencies or to suspend

24 Hour 7 Days a Week

Emergency Service ¢ Call Anytime

Tom Wake - Plumbing

Serving in Mendocino and Lake Counties
Full Service Residential, Commercial
*Faucets & Tubs *Garbage Disposals 20+ YEARS

*Toilets *Pipe Repairs
*Gas Lines *Fixture Replacement EXPERIENCE

For Fast Service Call @ @

707-391-4343 =

" THAMAS

CONSTRUCTION
EST. 1976

Your Willits Builder Connection
Licensed contractor since 1976.
Calif. Lic. No. 355403

Work done professionally and

ma timetfy manner!

* Complete home construction
¢ Additions and remodels

* Siding and Trim

e New Decks

* Exterior painting

* Work done to your budget and timeline ®

Call Joe Thomas
(707) 671-3561

for a free consultation

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

the mandates.”

The upshot is Gov. Jerry Brown has decided to pay
down pre-2004 mandates now, to the tune of $765 million.
Mendocino County will receive $2.8 million of that money

by August 18.

That means the county is looking at a budget carryover

of $6.2 million.

After talking with Third District Supervisor Tom
Woodhouse during Tuesday’s board meeting, the question

of what to do with that extra

$6.2 million will be the subject

of some discussion at the June 16 meeting.

The rest of

Pool

scheduled for June 24; the
city will announce it with a
public notice 10 days before
the meeting.

City Manager Adrienne
Moore said this week city
staff wants to suggest rates
similar to those in Fort Bragg
and Ukiah, meaning fees for
regular use of the pool could
increase by $1.

Madrigal said she wanted
to double the rates to stress
the fact the city cannot
sustain going forward with
the pool.

‘| do not feel that by
doubling it we will not have
anyone come to the pool,”
Madrigal said. Madrigal said
she did not want to double
swimming lesson charges.

During the last budget
year, it cost the city about
$63,000 to operate the pool.
Pool revenue was $24,596,
which left the city $38,435

in the red, city budget
documents show.
Councilman Larry

Stranske said the
community must be aware
the city can no longer afford
to operate the pool.

Stranske opposed raising
rates at that earlier meeting.
‘| think what is wrong
with that is it will not dawn
on people until they take
their kids to the pool,” said
Stranske.

Moore also cautioned
council members against a
pool rate increase that night.

The rate increase was

From Page 1

not noticed to the public,
and there had been no talks
yet between the city and
the Willits Unified School
District, or  discussions
about a cost-sharing plan
with the Willits Otters swim
team, Moore stated.

“| think all of those things
need to be considered,”
Moore said.

A draft of the city's new
budget penciled in a loss of
$45,170 for pool operations
this season.

Arate increase at the pool
could negatively impact the
city's finances if enough
pool users simply stayed out
of the water altogether.

“If nobody shows up,
we lose $100,000 and not
$45,000,” Mayor Bruce
Burton said.

A draft of the city budget
for the new fiscal year, which
begins July 1, indicates the
city’s general fund spending
will exceed revenue by
about $80,000.

The Willits Otters
children’s swim team is one
of the pool’s biggest users.

Otters Vice President
Jamie Bouthillier expressed
a willingness to work with
the city.

“l did not know the pool
was in the situation that it
was in,” Bouthillier said.
“The town is not rich, and
the majority of the people
coming down there are not
rich.”

Questions?
Comments?

willitsweekly@
gmail.com

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com  Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Kelsay

The rest of
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From Page 1

The investigation began
in  mid-January  after
the sheriffs office was
contacted by the owners
of the Long Valley Market,
who reported the market
had been the victim of
embezzlement at the hands
of an employee, Barney
said. The owners further
reported they suspected the
embezzlement had been
occurring for approximately
seven years.

Detectives obtained nine
separate search warrants
for the 33-year-old woman’s
residence, three different
banking institutions, and an
internet  service provider,
seeking banking, financial,
and electronic evidence of
the reported criminal activity.

After their investigation
was complete, detectives
presented a case to the DA’s
office, alleging the Kelsay
had embezzled in excess
of $450,000 dollars from
the market over a six-year
period. The district attorney
subsequently filed a criminal
complaint, seeking an arrest
warrant for Kelsay.

Kelsay was taken to
Mendocino County Jail, and
later released after posting
$50,000 in bail.

This report was based on
a press release from the
Mendocino County Sheriff's
Office.

The rest of

Bomb
From Page 1

Hickam in crisis negotiation,
he eventually surrendered
and, after being taken into
custody, told police he had
no explosives in the vehicle
and that the threat he made
was false.

While  officers  were
negotiating with  Hickam,
the area around the police
station was evacuated,
including East Commercial
Street from Humboldt Street
east to Mendo Mill and the
streets surrounding  City
Park.

A bomb squad from the
Sonoma County Sheriff's
Office came to town to
confirm  that  Hickam’s
vehicle was free of explosive
devices, police stated.

The City of Willits
announced, right after 1
pm, via the city’s Facebook
page, that the streets were
open again.

Sonoma County Sheriff's
Office was one of multiple
agencies to lend their
resources to Willits police
Saturday.

WPD  thanked other
departments  for their
support: Mendocino County
Sheriff's  Office, California
Highway Patrol, CalFire
and the Little Lake Fire
Department were named by
WPD for lending a hand.

Pg. 15



Baechtel Grove Middle School
8th Grade Graduates

harter
school

12th Grade
Graduates

At right, top, from left: Melany
Katz, Nicole English, Emilee
Tucker, Cecelia Ortiz and Mollie
Moore.

8th Grade Graduates

At right, from left: Garrett Davis,
Jonathan Marcus Phillips, Julia
Coatney and Meghan Andrews.

Photos from La Vida

COLDWELL BANKER MENDO REALTY INC. PRESENTS

&0, Homes For Dogs Project (e
.' Our Realtors...Helping You Find a Home,
and Helping Shelter Dogs Find a Family

Meet Palsy

Patsy has lived in Willits for 40 years, & joined the
Coldwell Banker Mendo Realty, Inc. family in
January. She is ready to work for you with the
same integrity & dependability that has always
been a part of her work ethic. Patsy has owned

a’

—

dogs and cats since she was in college, & is current-
ly in the search for her new dog partner since her
sweet Mugsy died. The new dog will need to be
approved, though, by her 14-year old cat Cessna!

coLDlweLL

MENDO REALTY. ING

Meet Pandora

Pandora is a 4
Bulldog mix. She weighs 81 Ibs. She is 81 Ibs of

love and one of the sweetest dogs we’ve met.

year old female American
To adopt, or learn more information
about “Pandora”, or other animals, please contact
Animal Care Services of Mendocino County

707.467.6453

Pandora has a mellow, easy going disposition
that makes her great company. Given her
temperament we think she'd do well in any
king of loving home, including one with kids or
other dogs. Pandora loves to lounge and play in

Mendocino County

the shelter yard. She also really enjoys water so
some quality time at the river would suit her
just fine.

Shelter Pets

THE P|tflz'£“.d o
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21 DAY

.~ ‘BURN!

21 Days

MELISsawiLsony Forms a Habit! = rpp cpicas

For the rest of June Kerri and Melissa will be hosting a 21 Day Burn.
We will be offering extra Insanity™ and R.l.P.P.E.D.™ classes.
Insanity™ M-F at 6:30 am and Monday at 5:15 pm.
R.I.PPE.D.™ at T, W, Th at 6:30 pm and Friday at 5:30 pm.

Take the FIT TEST with Kerri Monday at both AM or PM Insanity™ class.
Get nutritional tips and group support. Begins June 8, but join any time.
Contact Kerri at 489-3702 for more information.

We can help you achieve your fitness goals!

We are currently offering 21 classes a week!

See our webpage for our full schedule: www.studiojoywillits.com

Studio Joy has 1400 square feet of dance floor AND A/C!
Lots of room to dance and work it!

* New Student and Welcome Back! special: 5 Class Card for $35!
¢ We are currently offering Zumba®, Zumba Gold®, R..P.PE.D.™, Insanity™, and
Flow Strengthen and Stretch!
¢ Whether you are a new or existing, have ONE FREE CLASS with Kerri at 6:30 am Insanity™!

NEW STUDENTS!

Never been to our studio? First class is free!

Studio Joy punch cards make great gifts!
Give the gift of fitness to someone you love.

e Children under 13 are always welcome and always FREE
Come like us on Facebook: Studio Joy, Willits

1262 Blosser Lane 101- 84‘ .1499

Willits, CA
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In alphabetical order: Monte Abel, Emily Acevedo, Shira
Adams, Giovanni Alvarez, Nicholas Amador, Bianca
Anderson, Jacob Apodaca, Araceli Arellano, Ciaran
Avansino, Shayla Banzhaf, Daisy Barrett, Emily Bartow,
Jeffrey Behrens, Emerald Belville, Logan Blackburn,
Mikayla Blake, James Brown, Taylor Brown, Bryan
Browning, Kiley Butler, Darrell Buzzard, Jr., Jesus
Cabrera Lopez, Taylor Campbell, Jairo Carrillo, Jorge
Carrillo, Brenda Carrillo Lopez, Nancy Chavez, Matthew
Colvig, Sarah Compa, Sophia de Treville, Ritchel
Engstrom, Evan Flamer, Ricky Flynn, Casey Ford, Lilah
Garman, Asia Grant, Alyssa Harries, Jayden Heilig,
Samuel Heller, Karen Hernandez, Orion Hernandez,
| Yulissa Hernandez Zuniga, Heidi Herold, Eden Hincker
Tye, Tomas Hoaglin Perez, Savanna Hofmaister, Ashley
" Huffman, Karley Humphries, Eljjah Jones, Mychaela
Knight, Roman Knight, Jonathan Lara Lopez, Melody
Leon, Barry Lockhart, Bernardo Lopez, Isabella Lopez,
Melissa Loya, Shelden Lund, Nadia Malagon Ramos,
David Mann, Ramneet Mann, Nathan Maples, Corey
Mayer, Bailey McAlister, Jasmine Mendoza, Lillian
O’Malley, Arnold Partridge, Marlene Pena, Aldo Perez,
Keegan Reed, Nashoa Rockey, Ryan Rodriguez, Sean
Rodriguez, Carlos Saldana, Danitza Saldana, Chloee
Sanchez, Mariah SanDiego, Guadalupe Santamaria,
Dominic Shaul, Yazmin Tafoya, Anna Taft-Victoria, Byron

i ; ] Torres, Alondra Vasquez, Sagen Vaughn, Hailey Walker,
'_' - L T lan Watson, Taylor Watts, Damon Webb, Cilest Wolfe,
e T g W88 Janine Wright and Dayne Yee.
r T

Photo by Jamie Blake

illits Charter
School

Class of 2015

Brent Dunbar

Shephard Aragon

Bryce Jamison

Haoyang Li Trenton Lorenz

Caleb MacArthur

Jade Marchese Aurora O’Greenfield

-,

Gaelan Skye Fiona Valley Alec Wade

CA Lic. #927007

W.C. & G.L. Insured

.,

Quality Work Without
The Corporate Price

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

B.ALS.

ROOKFING. Inc

LEAK REPAIRS ¢ VENTED RIDGE ¢ RIGID INSULATION
Tube & Skylight Installation ® Roof Tune-Ups
Metal ® Composition Shingle ¢ Single Ply ¢ Tile
COMPLETE & PARTIAL RE-ROOFS

Online: www.bhasroofing.com Email: basroofing@live.com
Serving areas of Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma Counties

Office: (707) 462-4514 Mobhile: (707) 367-3786
Sonoma: (707) 541-6934
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