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CalFire briefs
City Council on

Fire bonds

get A+ rating,

shaded
fuel break
project

3.3% interest

Holly Madrigal

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Forrest Glyer

Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

CalFire Howard Forest
Battalion Chief Tod Patten
addressed the Willits City
Council last week about a
major shaded fuel break
project in the Willits area to
help with wildfire protection.

Below: Members and friends of the 2019 Brooktrails Fire Department Above, from left: Fireman hat-wearing Sam Munderloh smiles
while he waits in line at the Brooktrails Spaghetti Feed. Oodles of noodles were served up to the hungry diners by Brittany Kessler.
Glen Helton of the Willits Lions Club sold drinks at the dinner. Colleen Nowlin took tickets and donations at the front door. Below:
Members and friends of the 2019 Brooktrails Fire Department pose with the department’s new water tender, including, from left:
Brooktrails Fire Chief Jon Noyer, Steven Duran, Damian Angell, Natya Hanson, Shelby Geremia, Colleen Nowlin, Brittany Kessler, Peter
Johnston, Albert Hinkle, Dillon Matheson, Greg Bishop, Scott Bowman, Angel Bowman, Battalion Chief Robert Nowlin, Guywayne
Walter, Donna Walter, and in front, Britney Bowman, Blake Bowman and David Edgar.

The two main locations
for the fuel breaks will be
in the Brooktrails area
(beginning near the airport
and extending to Highway
101) and to the south and
east of town going up to the
Pine Mountain area which,
he said, was initially staked

Photos by
Maureen
Moore

Read the rest of

Bonds

Over on page 15

panel focuses
on evacuation
planning

Over on page 6

Below: Angel Bowman helped sell
Brooktrails Fire Department T-shirts.

Pasta Party

Hard to keep up with plethora of patrons
at annual Brooktrails Spaghetti Feed

Jennifer Poole

“This year’s event was certainly one
of the busiest in recent years,” said
Brooktrails Fire
Maureen Moore Chief Jon Noyer.
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com “We
started
serving at 4:29
pm, even though the event officially
started at 5 pm!”

Editor & Reporter
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Thanking Sheriff Tom Allman for coming to address
the Sherwood Firewise
Expo on May 4, Sherwood
Firewise organizer Keith
Rutledge
acknowledged
Allman’s warning to residents to prepare for a wildfire emergency in advance,
and not to depend on being
rescued by first responders.
“Sheriff Allman is telling
us ‘you’re on your own,’”
Rutledge said, “and we’ve
got big challenges ahead of

Long lines continued throughout

the three-hour event due to large
attendance and the lack of the ability to
turn tables fast enough to keep up with
the crowds waiting to sit down and eat.
“We might look into some outdoor
seating options next year,” said Noyer.
Read the rest of

Noodles

Over on Page 15

Below, from left: Mary, Denise, Cici, Rob and Chase enjoyed their meal at the Brooktrails
Spaghetti Feed. Shelby Geremia and Greg Bishop serve up noodles and meat or veggie sauce.
Brooktrails firefighter Steven Duran, left, smiles with parents Martin and Arcelia.
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Two Willits men were
arrested May 8 after they
allegedly assaulted a
40-year-old woman at a
Brooktrails home.

Read the rest of

Beating

Over on page 13
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Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Little Lake Valley will
soon be home to a 10acre, 989-kilowatt solar
farm, which will include
approximately 4,200 suntracking solar panels.
In energy output, the
project is 10.5 percent
of the size of the
9.4-megawatt Potter Valley
Project. According to Carlos
Gomes, energy market
analyst for Sonoma Clean
Power, the project will
generate 2.4 million kilowatt
hours of electric energy per
year.

Solar

Over on page 15

The woman said she had
purchased the alcohol for
Young, with whom she was
in a dating relationship, and

to Little Lake
Valley

Read the rest of

Sherwood

Sheriff’s deputies were
called to Adventist Health
Howard Memorial at about 3
am last Wednesday where
the woman was being
treated. She told officers
she had been choked,
beaten and burned by
36-year-old Silas Nathanial
Young and 35-year-old
Aaron John McIvor after
Young became angry
with her while the three
were consuming alcoholic
beverages outside the
Oriole Drive home during
the late evening hours of
May 7.

Solar farm
coming

The energy plant, located

Read the rest of

Two held for
beating Willits
woman

The fire department
partnered with an insurance
company to add an
extra layer of security for
investors. These strategic
decisions, along with
fluctuations in the stock
market, meant the district
was able to get an interest
rate of 3.3 percent.
Read the rest of

Council

Sherwood
Firewise
Expo

“Providence really smiled
on our department,” said
Little Lake Fire Protection
District board member Arnie
Mello, referring to financing
for the new firehouse
bonds. After much effort
and planning by staff, the
bonds came out with an
excellent A+ rating.

METALfx
looks to hire
and grow
METALfx of Willits has new owners, and the
company’s president, Henry Moss, wants to
let Willits – and potential employees – know
about it. “We are growing, and we are looking
to the community of Willits to find more great
employees,” Moss said.

Above: The METALfx sign at the North Lenore Avenue turnoff on East
Commercial. Below: Two METALfx associates in the machine shop position a
large sheet metal part for counter sinks in the manual mill.

Ninety percent of METALfx’s current workers,
about
145
people,
Jennifer Poole
live in Willits or the
Editor & Reporter
surrounding areas, with
willitsweekly@gmail.com
a few commuting from
out of town. The company is “the largest private
employer in Willits,” Moss said. When asked
what kind of education or training the company
is looking for in the approximately 50 new
workers they’re hoping to hire in the next 12 to
18 months, Moss said the company is happy to
provide training to any suitable applicants 18 or
older.
“Anytime we can hire skilled employees, we’ll
jump on it,” Moss said. “But we have many who
were not skilled employees when they joined
us, but they are skilled today.”
“We have 15 people who’ve been with us
30-plus years,” said B.J. Gutierrez, Human
Resources manager, “and another 30 to 35 who
Read the rest of

METALfx

Over on Page 14

Over on page 6

Supes OK
cannabis
‘transferability’
Mike A’Dair

Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Supervisors on Tuesday
approved a collection of
recommendations made
by the board’s ad hoc
committee on cannabis
cultivation. Staff will draft
the supervisors’ directions
into ordinance language,
then submit the revisions
to the Mendocino County
Planning Commission.
After
the
planning
commission has reviewed,
and possibly revised, the
ordinance language, the
amendments will be sent
back to supervisors for final
approval.
No official votes were
taken. Instead, the board
went through each of
the 23 recommendations
Read the rest of

Cannabis
Over on page 6

What do
YOU think?

Robots taking over at
Willits High School
To the Editor:
My name is Austen Simms, and I am
currently a student at Willits High School.
I moved here last year from Yucca Valley
which is located near Palm Springs. In
the town of Yucca Valley the high school
was very academically advanced and
had the funding to support that. Thus the
school had a lot more opportunities than
the school I go to now.

Opinions, thoughts and thank you
letters from our readers

I love to create things, and the high school I was going to
attend had the perfect outlet for my creative energies: a
robotics club. I want to help bring that same opportunity to
some of the students here. Students will learn about the
programming and construction of a robot.
The problem is that I have never done anything like start
a robotics club before. I know that with the drive I have to

Coyote Valley Tribe
announces
$15/hour minimum
wage
Submitted by the Coyote Valley
Band of Pomo Indians
The Coyote Valley Tribe in
Redwood Valley announced
May 8 that all current and future
employees of their business
operations will earn a minimum of
$15 per hour.
“It is our tribe’s moral
responsibility to continue to ensure
that all of our employees earn a
living wage,” said Tribal Chairman
Michael Hunter. “We will not
wait until 2022 when the statemandated minimum of $15 per
hour goes into effect. As California
becomes a more expensive place
to live, we feel obliged to become
an ‘employer of choice.’ Our
employees’ continued success is
our tribe’s success.”
Vice Chairman Patrick Naredo
added: “It’s exciting to be in a
position to offer these wages in
this area. Our employees are the
backbone of our businesses, and
we are very proud to do this.”
The wage increase is not the
only excitement being created at
Coyote Valley. A “new” Coyote
Valley Casino is being constructed
to replace the original casino built
in 1994, and will be completed
in late spring. The new casino
will have three restaurants, eight
gaming tables, four poker tables,
349 slots, and a state-of-the-art
multi-purpose showroom.
The Coyote Valley Band of
Pomo Indians has multiple projects
underway, and many more planned
for the future. In 2016, the tribe
built a convenience store and
gas station. Next year, a 101room Wyndham Garden Hotel is
expected to be completed on the
reservation as well.

accomplish this goal and the support of the community, I
could do it.
The club would strive to go to competitions and be a team
that wins for Willits. If you have questions, old junk with
motors in it, or money you could donate to this idea, then
please contact me at 707-510-5754 or asimms2004@
gmail.com.
Austen Simms, Willits

PG&E: Be prepared
for emergency
power shutoffs

Photos by Mathew Caine

To the Editor:
The Willits Senior Center is currently seeking
community minded individuals to fill vacancies
on our board of directors. If you are someone
who is compassionate, kind, idealistic and
more than anything, selfless-we have home
for you.

Board member commitments include attending
board of directors meetings on the fourth
Monday of every month, supporting fundraising
efforts, and helping out when needed. Volunteering for
a non-profit is a rewarding experience! Come join us
in enhancing the lives of seniors throughout the greater
Willits area.
If interested stop by 1501 Baechtel Road and pick up an
application.
Richard Baker, director, Willits Seniors Inc.

Third District
Supervisor’s Report
By Supervisor John Haschak

Submitted by PGE, North Bay, Sonoma &
Humboldt divisions
Last week, California’s three largest energy
companies announced a coordinated wildfire safety
and awareness campaign to prepare Californians
for the threat of extreme weather and power outages
during times of increased wildfire danger.
The statewide “Power of Being Prepared”
campaign is being led jointly by San Diego Gas &
Electric, Southern California Edison, and Pacific
Gas and Electric Company, at the direction of the
California Public Utilities Commission.
The multimedia and multilingual campaign
includes radio ads, preparedness resources and a
new website, www.prepareforpowerdown.com.
It is a call to action for all Californians to take
important steps to get ready before the 2019 wildfire
season, such as creating a thorough emergency
plan and updating their contact information with
their energy company.
According to a recent report released by Gov.
Gavin Newsom’s Strike Force addressing wildfire
issues: “More than 25 million acres of California
wildlands are classified as under very high or
extreme fire threat. Approximately 25 percent of the
state’s population – 11 million people – lives in that
high-risk area.”

Public Safety Power Shutoff
Energy companies turn off power to fire-prone
areas during extreme weather events as a safety
precaution. This is known as a “Public Safety
Power Shutoff.” While Public Safety Power Shutoffs
are more likely to occur in high fire-risk areas, all
Californians could be impacted by emergency
events and need to be prepared with a plan and
an emergency kit. The Power of Being Prepared
campaign provides customers with specific steps
they can take to be ready should there be an
extended power outage that lasts multiple days.

What to expect

The decision and action to turn off power is
made by each energy company and is based
on a combination of factors. These include high
winds (including Red Flag Warnings declared by
the National Weather Service), low humidity, dry
vegetation and conditions on the ground. Power
outages could last multiple days, depending on the
severity of weather conditions and
other factors, so it is important for
The Rules: LETTERS
everyone to have an emergency
plan in place.
Letters & Commentaries: Email letters to willitsweekly@gmail.com.
Letters focusing on Willits and Third District issues, activities, events
Energy companies will aim to
and people have priority. Willits Weekly prints letters from residents
send
early warning notifications
of Willits and the Third District only. To encourage a variety of
via
phone
calls, text alerts,
voices, Willits Weekly limits letter publication from any one writer to
once every four weeks.
emails and other means before
turning off power. SDG&E, SCE
Typed letters can be sent to Willits Weekly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits,
CA 95490, but email is preferred. Letters and commentaries must
and PG&E are all working with
be submitted with a name, address and phone number, although
only the author’s name and city of residence will be published. No
letters from an anonymous source will be published, although a
request to withhold the writer’s name will be considered.

Senior Center needs board
members

Read the rest of

PG&E

Over on Page 4

As your local representative for the Third District, I want you to know what
I am doing on your behalf, so I’m going to try and send out these supervisor
reports on a monthly basis. Please contact me at 707-972-4214 if you have
any comments or suggestions. I appreciate your patience, courtesy and
encouragement.
I have been working closely with CalFire, local fire districts, county officials,
and private landowners to create shaded fuel breaks and emergency access
routes for the Sherwood Road and Pine Mountain areas.
I sponsored an amendment to the county’s cannabis ordinance that bans
cultivation of GMO cannabis in Mendocino County. This amendment passed
the board of supervisors unanimously.
I sponsored a moratorium on growing “hemp” until we can figure out how
to make it compatible with growing cannabis. My moratorium passed the
board unanimously.
My letter objecting to the U.S. Navy practicing military exercises off our
coast that are devastating to marine life passed the board unanimously.
People have been asking me about my no votes:
I voted no to spending $110,000 on hiring a staff person for the Climate
Action Advisory Committee. While I support the goals and principles of
combating climate change, the structure of the proposal and the cost of a
staff person were not acceptable, especially when the people who brought
forth this proposal are working for free. This exorbitant salary passed 4 to 1,
my vote the lone dissent.
I voted no on the combined fee increases for cannabis permits and for
park rentals. Small growers shouldn’t have to pay more due to county
inefficiencies in the permitting process. And the increase in park rental fees
from $30 to $130 by making the $100 cleaning deposit non-refundable
eliminates the incentive to clean up and also prices out many county
residents from using the parks. These fee increases passed 3-2, Supervisor
Williams and I dissenting.
I voted no on a pay raise for the assistant district attorney. It was a 17
percent increase from 2.5 years ago which is 7 percent per year. Until regular
line workers get that kind of increase, I will continue to vote no for those kinds
of raises. This pay raise passed 4-1, my vote the lone dissent.
Other goings on:
As I promised during my campaign, I have arranged to use my share of
the excessive raise the supervisors voted themselves last year to fund three
scholarships of $4,000 ($1,000 for four years) each for graduating seniors
from Willits, Laytonville, and Round Valley high schools who are considering
a career in public service.
That supervisor raise was totally out of line with the raises given to other
county employees. Mendocino County has a difficult time filling many of its
low-wage positions and retaining experienced employees who leave for
higher wages in nearby counties or other agencies.
County staff proposed to close the Mendocino County Museum in Willits
on Sundays. I objected to this and since then, staff came back with a plan to
keep it open from 12 to 4 pm on Saturdays and Sundays. After consideration
by the Museum Advisory Board, the BOS will decide this at their May 14
meeting.
The adoption of the county budget will happen on June 4 and 5. If you
have any suggestions for how you want your county taxes to be spent,
please contact me, contact all the supervisors by sending an email or
correspondence to the board of supervisors, or come to our regular meetings
in Ukiah on the first three Tuesdays of every month.
In coordination with the AAUW, the American Association of University
Women, I plan to start holding quarterly Town Hall meetings in Willits soon.
Stay tuned.
It has been an honor serving as your Third District supervisor. Please feel
free to contact me at haschakj@mendocinocounty.org or call 707-972-4214.

Above: “The Dogg House” sign is up at 42 South Main Street. Above, right, top: Jared Saarni prepares to cook the samples for The Dogg House menu tasting. Above, right: Neenee, Jared and Mark Saarni
take a break from prepping in the kitchen. Below: Mark Saarni prepares for the tasting.

The Dogg House
New take-out restaurant on Main Street getting
ready to serve up hot dogs, sausages and more

Sometime in the next few weeks, the
people of Willits will be able to be in The
Dogg House any day of the week – even
if they’ve behaved well. The new fast food
hot dog and sausage take-out restaurant
needs only to dot the i’s and cross the t’s,
and they will be open for business, serving
a menu of approximately 10 different
varieties of dogs with all the trimmings.
Drinks will be available from the display
case, and customers
Mathew Caine
will be able to
Features Writer
choose from several
mathew@willitsweekly.com
condiments in order
to personalize the experience. Some of
the choices, such as the “Chicago Dogs,”
will come pre-dressed as per tradition – the
Chicago Dog comes with pickles, peppers
and tomatoes.
The Dogg House is a project of three
family members, Jared Saarni, his father,
Eric, and his uncle, Mark. Jared Saarni and
his family. Saarni and his family have been
farming and ranching in the area for around
20 years, persevering through drought and
fires. Saarni has wanted to create this type
of eatery for several years and has been
looking for the right spot.
He was offered the site of the old Light
Up Coats store for a price he considered
out of line for a Willits storefront – and on
a 10-year lease, which didn’t seem feasible
for a restaurant.
He has had his eye on the current
location – just north of the old Adam’s
Restaurant – for several years but it hasn’t
been available until recently, with the
closure of Caribbean Vybz last year.

a lease on the property, he realized how
much work remained to be done on the
place in order to make it work to create his
vision.
In order to open, Saarni and his family
had to figure out a way to bring in gas to
run the grill. The previous lessee worked
with an electric stove, which prospect was
not up to the Saarni family standards.
PG&E wanted tens of thousands of dollars
to run a line in.
Having lived in the area for years, Saarni
had built up a cadre of good friends with
utility skills to draw upon for their knowledge
and talents. One of these friends was able
to create an up-to-code fire-suppression
system for no more than $200 from spare
parts. The system passed a practical test
with Little Lake Fire Chief Chris Wilkes and
saved them at least $7,000 to $8,000.
The gas problem was solved in a similar
fashion without the involvement of PG&E,
utilizing a gas company that Saarni had
been working with for several years.
However, it took some time to get the
installation completed.
With the physical and logistical problems
out of the way, the Saarni trio needed to
create a menu that would appeal to people
in Willits who wanted a good, fast, and
reasonably priced alternative to the food
that can currently be found in town. They
plan to start with a limited menu until they
can see what works and to listen to their
customers as to what they would like to see
at the restaurant.
Read the rest of

Dogg

When Saarni was finally able to obtain

Over on Page 13

Above: Caspar Warner can’t wait to
sample his hot dog. At right, top: Brian
Grimshaw tries one of the sausages
at The Dogg House on Main Street. At
right: A wide variety of dogs are cooked
up for The Dogg House menu tasting
– including Chicken Apple, Polish,
Andouille, Kielbasa, British Bangers and
Bockwurst.

COBURN’S

®

CONSTRUCTION & CABINETRY INC.
CA LIC #392108

Preview your completed project with our 3-D Computer Image

Randy J. Coburn
General Contractor
P.O. Box 616
Willits, CA 95490

707-459-9719/FAX 707-459-4984
coburn_randy@yahoo.com/
coburnsconst@gmail.com

• Custom Homes
• New Construction
• ICF Structures
• Remodeling
• Cabinetry
• Kitchens and Baths
• Blueprints
• Plan Drawing
• Design

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY
Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent
Lic. #0C67822

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490

Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298

Richard Greene

www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

WILLITS, CA • 707-489-0275

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

— OWNER —
LIC. 860551

WE'RE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT
YOKUM'S BODY SHOP IS NOW
CARSTAR YOKUM'S BODY SHOP!

Volume 6, Number 306

SAME GREAT PEOPLE WITH A FRESH NEW LOOK,
STILL FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1982.

Indian Food

Vegetarian and vegan options.

TNT MARKET

Tues.-Sat. 11am to 10 pm
35 West Commercial • Willits

707-456-1290
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CARSTAR YOKUM’S BODY SHOP
1619 S MAIN STREET
WILLITS, CA 95490
7074599385

CARSTAR UKIAH  YOKUM'S BODY SHOP
550 TALMAGE RD
UKIAH, CA 95482
7074626636

CARSTAR.com

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Puzzle Page
Sudoku, Word Search & Crossword

May 6 to May 12
HOW TO

S U D OK U
Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3
boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each
row, column and box. You
can figure out the order
in which the numbers
will appear by using the
numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name,
the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle!

By Danya Davis, Willits Weekly
The officers of the Willits Police
Department handled 234 incidents in this
seven-day reporting period.

Summary of Active Investigations
and Arrests
May 6

May 8

May 11

1:37 pm: Officers responded to a report of
threats in the 100 block of East Commercial
Street.
4:53 pm: Officers responded to a report
of a suspicious package in the 100 block of
East Commercial Street.

May 7
1:54 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
2:16 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1500 block of South
Main Street.
4:14 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 200 block of Bonnie
Lane.

INDIRECT
LOIN
MARINATE
PICNIC
RACK
RIBS
ROAST
RUB
SEAR

SEASONING
SIDES
SLAB
SMOKER
SPATULA
SPICES
TEMPERATURE
TENDER
TOPPER

5:37 pm: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 200 block of Margie
Drive.
6:22 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 300 block of
North Main Street.

12:13 am: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 800 block of South Main
Street.
2:56 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 600 block of Coast
Street.
7:54 pm: Officers responded to a report of
threats in the 100 block of East Commercial
Street and issued a warning.
8:20 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 East
Mendocino Avenue.

May 9
4:17 am: WOOD, Kelly Christeen (44) of
Willits was contacted in the 1200 block of
Locust Street. She was arrested pursuant
to 594 (B) (1) PC (Vandalism), 647 (F) PC
(Public Intoxication), 1203.2 PC (Violation
of Probation), on felony charges of
defacement, and misdemeanor charges of
disorderly conduct (alcohol).
9:58 am: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of
East Barbara Lane and issued a warning.
4:12 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of
North Main Street.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Maintains possession of
4. Other side
10. Comedienne Gasteyer
11. Lawn buildup
12. Southeast
14. Negative
15. Greek temple pillar
16. Blue
18. Pointless
22. Complete
23. Supervisor
24. Where kids bathe
26. Radio frequency
27. Cruel Roman emperor
28. Young woman (French)
30. Within
31. Civil Service
Commission
34. Sarongs
36. Father
37. It grows on heads
39. A Spanish river
40. Boundary
41. Contains music
42. Causes to feel sorrow
48. Used to restrain
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50. Fictional kids character
51. South American
country
52. Devote resources to
53. Beginner
54. Everyone has one
55. University worker
(abbr.)
56. Resist an attack
58. Unifying Chinese
dynasty
59. Blood-sucking
African fly
60. CNN’s founder

CLUES DOWN

1. __and her sisters
2. Smear or rub with oil
3. Holy places
4. Indicates position
5. Drives around
6. Price
7. Semiaquatic mammal
8. With three uneven sides
9. Sacrifice hit
12. Covers a wound

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

13. Jaguarundi
17. Works produced by
skill and imagination
19. A way to improve
20. River along India
and Nepal border
21. Hairnet
25. DePaul University
athletes
29. Bachelor of Laws
31. Game of skill
32. Holy man
33. Cylinder of tobacco
35. Most ingratiating
38. Repeats aloud
41. Red wine
43. Debilitating tropical
disease
44. Entirely lacking
45. Female sheep
46. Where a bird lives
47. Stalk that supports
the capsule
49. Cutlery
56. Symptom of
withdrawal (abbr.)
57. Delaware

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

May 10

6:28 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 100 block of Mill Creek.

4:58 am: Officers initiated a vehicle theft
investigation in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.

9:38 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1600 block of Elm Lane.

BURNT
CARAMELIZE
CHAR
CHILE
DRY
DURATION
FLIP
GRILLED
HARDWOOD

10:58 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 100 block of
North Main Street and issued a warning.
1:28 am: ROORK, Shane Heiwa (34)
of Ukiah was contacted in the 1200 block
of Blosser Lane. He was arrested on
felony charges of smuggling controlled
substances or liquor into jail.
8:33 am: Officers responded to a report
of illegal camping near the intersection of
Margie Drive and Monica Lane.
8:49 am: Officers responded to a report
of trespassing in the 700 block of South
Main Street and issued a warning.
10:07 am: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.
10:27 am: Officers responded to a report
of an assault near the intersection of North
Street and Pine Street.
12:32 pm: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 300 block of Boscabelle
Avenue.
2:01 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 800 block of South Main
Street.
2:03 pm: Officers initiated a fraud
investigation in the 100 block of East
Commercial Street.
6:47 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
9:57 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 800 block of
South Main Street.
10:19 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 block of
East Mendocino Avenue.
11:58 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 400 block of McKinley
Street.

12:33 am: Officers responded to a report
of a suspicious vehicle in the 200 block of
Margie Drive.

8:28 pm: Officers responded to a report
of suspicious activity in the 100 block of
Pine Street.

ADOBO
ASHES
BACKYARD
BARBECUE
BBQ
BRINING
BRISKET
BURGER
BURNER

investigation in the 1100 block of South
Main Street.

4:22 pm: Officers responded to a report
of threats in the 400 block of East Valley
Street.
5:00 pm: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 400 block of
East Valley Street.
7:47 pm: Officers initiated a theft
The rest of

PG&E

10:21 am: Officers initiated a missing
person investigation in the 100 block of
East Mendocino Avenue.
4:51 pm: Officers initiated a theft
investigation in the 100 block of South Main
Street.
6:20 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 800 block of
South Main Street.
9:26 pm: KIMPTON, Benjamin (38)
of Laytonville was contacted in the 700
block of South Main Street. He was
arrested pursuant to 647 (F) PC (Public
Intoxication), 148 (A) PC (Resisting Arrest),
69 PC (Resisting and Executive Officer),
and on misdemeanor charges of disorderly
conduct (alcohol).

Safety tips

Here are some steps Californians can
take to help prepare for extreme weather
and Public Safety Power Shutoff events:
Update contact information with energy
companies to sign up for important
outage alerts. PG&E customers: pge.com/
mywildfirealerts
• Identify backup charging methods
for phones and keep hard copies of
emergency numbers
• Plan for any medical needs like
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Birth Announcement

Dylan Tyler

Stamped Out!

Dylan Adam Tyler was born to
Miriam and Kenny Tyler on April 18,
2019, weighing 7 pounds, 9 ounces.
Welcoming him are brother Dominic,
grandparents Maria Roque, Jaime
Wilkes and Adam Tyler, and greatgrandparents John and Roni
McFadden.

Annual National Association of Letter Carriers
food drive yields ‘a mountain’ of donations for 2019
“Well, we can certainly describe what’s sitting
in our warehouse as a mountain of donations,”
noted Elizabeth Hart, Office Manager for Willits
Community
Services
Maureen Moore and Food Bank. “It’s an
Graphics & Photographress
maureen@willitsweekly.com amazing thing that the post
office and the carriers did
for us again this year; the food collected will go to
help many families in the area.”

The “mountain” was collected during the annual
Stamp Out Hunger food drive, held May 11 by
the National Association of Letter Carriers and
carried out locally by the members of the Willits
Post Office.
Read the rest of

Stamped

Wonderful Nemo
Sweet and easy-going, Nemo is a laid-back, wonderful
dog. During his evaluation and meet/greet, Nemo was
introduced to several dogs
and was well-mannered and
appropriate with each of them.
Here are some observations
about Nemo from one of our
dedicated volunteers: “Nemo is
a little shy. He is easy to leash
up and walks down the hallways
without reacting to the other
dogs. He likes to walk and does
not pull. He is real cautious
when you pet him, so go slow.
He sometimes cowers down and
puts his head down. When you
earn his trust, he likes the pets
but is still unsure. He loves to
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Death Notice
Carmel Helena Woodruff, a Willits
resident for 65 years, passed away
in Gilchrist, Oregon on May 5, 2019
at the age of 97. Private graveside
services were held in Willits.
Arrangements under the care and
direction of Anker-Lucier Mortuary.

Carriers distributed flyers and bags in the days
Over on Page 13

explore the outdoor play yard and
loves his treats. He takes treats
gently. He is a good, well-behaved
dog. Just a little shy and will need
some help coming out
of his shell.” Nemo is a
3-year-old neutered male
who currently weighs 64
pounds.

R

King Smith

The Ukiah Shelter
is located at 298 Plant
Road in Ukiah. Adoption
hours are Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10 am to
4:30 pm, and Wednesday from 10 am to 6:30
pm. To view photos and bios of some of the other
wonderful adoptable animals here, please visit
online at: www.mendoanimalshelter.com or visit
the shelter. For more info about adoptions, call:
707-467-6453.
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Smith is a “King shepherd,” who was
completely shut down when he came to
our shelter. We got him all set up in a loving
foster home, and now he is thriving! Smith
is 4 months old and ready for a home. He is
looking for a patient leader to show him the
ropes. Smith is a smart boy, and he is ready
to learn and grow. Submit your application
now!
The Humane Society for Inland Mendocino
County is located at 9700 Uva Drive, Redwood
Valley. Open hours: 1 to 5 pm, Wednesday through Friday;
and 11 am to 3 pm, Saturday and Sunday. Please give us
a call at 707-485-0123 if you have questions. You can view
all our adoptable dogs and cats on Petfinder or through our
website: mendohumanesociety.com. To volunteer or help
take the dogs for a walk, please join HSIMC on Sundays at
11 am for an orientation.
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Welcome

Lance
Ludington, MD

May 12
3:23 am: Officers responded to a report
of a vegetation fire in the 600 block of Crest
Drive.
3:37 am: Officers responded to a report
of an assault in the 100 block of Marcela
Drive.
10:18 am: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 800 block of South Main
Street.
6:12 pm: Officers responded to a
disturbance in the 1700 block of South
Main Street.
7:15 pm: Officers responded to a report
of an unwanted subject in the 1500 block of
South Main Street.
8:03 pm: Officers responded to a report
of a possible kidnapping in the 200 block of
South Main Street.

When surgery is necessary, you want the care of an experienced

From Page 2

customers to ensure they have updated
contact information on file and are able to
reach customers before, during and after a
Public Safety Power Shutoff event. Energy
companies will also use websites and social
media channels to share information and
provide regular updates to local news and
radio outlets.

Above: Rural carriers, including, from left: Jadi, Colleen, Nick and Maria, pose with just some of the donations
received by the Willits Post Office this year during the Stamp Out Hunger food drive. At right, from top: Stacks
of bags containing canned goods await pick-up by Willits Community Services and Food Bank. Maria shows off
another load of donated goods on the dock. The backs of many mail trucks returned as full as they left in the
morning, after exchanging many parcels for non-perishables during Saturday’s Food Drive.

medications that need to be refrigerated or
devices that require power
• Plan for the needs of pets and livestock
• Build or restock emergency kits with
flashlights, fresh batteries, first aid supplies
and cash
• Designate an emergency meeting location
• Know how to manually open garage doors
• Ensure any backup generators are ready
to safely operate
• Identify the unique needs of your family
and loved ones in the area for your
emergency plan

Learn more
For more information about The Power
of Being Prepared, and additional steps
customers can take to prepare for wildfire
season and Public Safety Power Shutoffs,
visit prepareforpowerdown.com.

Willits Weekly | May 16, 2019

physician, one that offers you the most advanced solutions with
precision. Dr. Ludington brings almost 30 years of surgical experience to
his practice, specializing in general and minimally invasive laparoscopic
procedures including but not limited to procedures for gall bladder, hernia
repair, abdominal surgeries, thyroid nodules and breast evaluation and

NOW WELCOMING
NEW PATIENTS
Redwood Medical Clinic
3 Marcela Drive, Suite C | Willits, CA

(707) 459-6115

surgical care. His expertise is surpassed only by his desire to provide
compassionate care for those in his community.
He received his medical degree from Loma Linda University School of

AdventistHealthHowardMemorial.org/
General Surgery

Medicine in Loma Linda, CA, and completed his internship and residency
in General Surgery at Loma Linda University Medical Center.
Please join us in welcoming Dr. Ludington to our community.
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Cannabis

by counting “straw votes”
or statements that this or
that supervisor supported
or opposed this or that
recommendation.
Possibly the most significant
directive was that four
board members agreed that
transferability of a cannabis
cultivation permit to a new
property owner should be
allowed, not only in Rangeland,
Forest Land and Timber
Production Zone zonings, but
in all zoning districts, except for
those districts in sunset zones.
The board affirmed that use
permits will be required for all
Phase 3 cannabis permits.
Phase 3 of the county’s
cannabis program will allow
the county to issue cultivation
permits to new cultivators
(defined as cultivators who
cannot demonstrate they
were cultivating cannabis in
Mendocino County prior to
January 1, 2016). The start date
for Phase 3 was moved back to
June 30, 2020.
The board narrowly approved,
on a 3-2 straw vote, a directive
to allow cultivation permits to
be issued to new growers in
Rangeland zoning districts. This
is currently prohibited in the
cultivation ordinance.
There are several proposed
conditions
regarding
the
issue, including the provision
that each applicant for a new
cultivation permit must get a use
permit, which will entail a public
hearing process. In addition,
supervisors must adopt an oak
woodland protection ordinance
prior to this new revision of the
cultivation ordinance becoming
effective.
A majority of board members
also agreed to a stipulation
articulated by Fourth District
Supervisor Dan Gjerde that new
cultivation sites in Rangeland
may only be approved on soils
where conventional agriculture
has previously occurred – for
example, on a former vineyard
site or an orchard site.
Supervisors Carre Brown
and John Haschak opposed
passage of this expansion
of cultivation into Rangeland
zoning districts.
The full board agreed the
county should adopt a “social
equity program,” if funding
other than the county’s general
fund can be found to pay for it.
According to Deputy CEO Sarah
Dukett, the phrase “social equity
program” refers to a potential
program that would help people
harmed by the war on drugs.
Dukett told supervisors
establishment of a social equity
program is being pushed by
California Gov. Gavin Newsom,
and his office will require
counties to adopt a program
that will implement a system
for performing an “equity
assessment” before they can
adopt a social equity program.
Dukett advised supervisors
to wait and see how and when
rollout of the equity assessment
program will occur before they
act to establish the social equity
program.
Supervisors agreed with
Dukett.
Again, on a 3-2 straw vote,
a majority of the board agreed
to extend the sunset period for
growers who are permitted, or
who are in the permit process,
and who also are growing on
indoor cultivation sites and who
also are within proximity to the
Coastal Zone.
This appears to be a way of
attempting to help cultivators in
the Mitchell Creek subdivision
near Fort Bragg. Those
cultivators were part of the
county’s 2018 effort to create
an opt-in zone. However, in a
vote that took place in the fall
2018, local property owners
voted overwhelmingly against
creating an opt-in zone in their
community. Those cultivators,
therefore, have been left high
and dry, with their temporary
sunset zone provision due to
close on May 4, 2020.
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Second District Supervisor
John McCowen said extending
the close of the sunset period by
two years would allow cultivators
who could be “sunsetted out” a
chance to relocate to another
cultivation site.
“This proposal is based on
the fact that the entire Coastal
Zone has been off-limits and so
the opportunities for relocation
have been limited,” McCowen
said.
There were two provisos to
that final directive: One, staff
was directed to come up with
a definition of what constitutes
being “in close proximity to the
Coastal Zone.” Secondly, staff
will continue to look at relocation
options for those cultivators who
will be ultimately “sunsetted
out.”
One of the options would be for
the county to create something
called “cannabis enterprise
zones,” the particulars of which
have yet to be agreed upon.
Supervisors
McCowen,
Haschak and Ted Williams
supported
the
proposal;
supervisors Brown and Gjerde
opposed it. Gjerde felt a majority
of voters in the Mitchell Creek
area didn’t want commercial
cannabis production in their
residential neighborhood.
A majority of supervisors
expressed
support
for
expanding the allowable size of
the cultivation area for cannabis.
Currently, the maximum size is
10,000 square feet per permit –
roughly equivalent to a quarter
of an acre.
Various supervisors and
members of the public noted
some counties allow cultivation
on 10 or 20 acres, or more.
McCowen said Mendocino
County growers are no longer
in competition with other
local growers but are now in
competition with growers across
the state, and increasingly,
across the nation.
McCowen recommended staff
work on language to expand
the limit to 1 acre in certain,
specified zoning districts;
however, neither he nor any
other supervisor could say what
those specified districts would
be. McCowen also suggested a
limit of more than 1 acre could
be adopted for certain intensiveproduction cannabis areas,
such as the cannabis enterprise
zones now being contemplated.
Williams
and
Gjerde
supported these two directives;
Haschak
opposed
them,
arguing that expanding the area
limit would hurt small growers
and change the character of the
community. Brown also opposed
them, as she opposed many of
the recommendations put forth
by the ad hoc committee.
Supervisors
also
gave
specific directives regarding
how to interpret the county’s
prohibition against tree removal
in connection with cannabis
operations. The board said
that, if a grower had multiple
cultivation sites and had
removed trees in connection
with one of those sites, then
cultivation could not occur on
the offending site but could
occur on those sites where tree
removal did not occur.
The board affirmed that if tree
removal had occurred after May
4, 2017, even with a pre-existing
3-acre conversion permit from
CalFire, that site would be
ineligible for cultivation.
It also affirmed that
ineligibility due to tree removal
was “transferable,” that is once
a parcel had been rendered
ineligible for cultivation due to
tree removal it would remain
ineligible under future owners.
Finally, the board agreed that
staff would work on language
declaring tree removal would
not render a property ineligible
for cultivation in those instances
where it occurred in compliance
with directives from state
resource or fire prevention
agencies, when those directives
were made in the interests of
public safety.
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Solar
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County OKs funding for feasibility
study on buying PV Project

on the property of Phillip and
The Mendocino County Inland Water and Power Commission, the Sonoma
Kathleen Shuster at 1660
County
Water Agency and the CalTrout non-profit are in the process of
Center Valley Road, is under
considering
a joint offer to buy the Potter Valley Project and apply for a Federal
construction now.
Energy
Regulatory
Commission license to operate the power plant and water
According to the staff
source.
report for the project: “The
Mike
A’Dair
proposed project entails the
On Tuesday, Mendocino County Board of Supervisors
Reporter
construction and operation
mike@willitsweekly.com
Chair Carre Brown told her colleagues the three parties
of a renewable solar energy
had drafted an agreement to undertake a feasibility study
site capable of generating, to submit a licensing proposal for the Potter Valley Project and were waiting for
storing, and dispatching approval of the agreement from the five entities that comprise the Inland Water
clean energy; permitted per and Power Commission.
Mendocino County Code
Those entities include the Mendocino County Water Agency, the City of Ukiah,
Section 20.052.025(B) as
the
Russian River Flood Control Agency, the Potter Valley Irrigation District and
a Major Impact Service
the
Redwood Valley County Water District.
and Utility (MCC Section
Supervisors approved contributing $50,000 to the IWPC to retain a consultant
20.020.075).
to
draft the feasibility study.
“The project would consist of a 989-kilowatt battery
According to the agreement, the study will explore options for creating
storage system that would a regional entity that will apply for the new license and assume the license
interconnect to the public if it is issued. The study will propose a project plan, which will detail needed
distribution system at the capital modifications, and outline a plan to operate and maintain the facility. The
Pacific Gas and Electric- plan will include a fisheries restoration plan, an outline describing what further
ity Company’s 12 kilovolt studies may be necessary to develop an application for a new FERC license,
distribution feeder line in and a financial plan.
Willits. The project would
The financial plan, which will be part of the feasibility plan, will assess what
serve Sonoma Clean Power
will
be necessary to pay for the pre-filing period of the process, the cost to
customers by providing lodevelop
and submit an application for a new license, the cost necessary to
cal solar energy generation
obtain
the
other regulatory approvals that are part of obtaining a new FERC
and storage capacity under
license,
the
cost necessary to improve and operate the facility, and to remediate
long-term contract. There
the
liabilities
associated with the project.
will be approximately 4,200
panels.”
The agreement states each of the three principal parties to the plan – the
IWPC,
the Sonoma County Water Agency and CalTrout – agree to pay $100,000
The project has been in
to
defray
costs associated with undertaking the feasibility study. Mendocino
the works for at least three
County’s
contribution
of $50,000 was made as part of the IWPC.
years. The Mendocino
County Department of PlanThe agreement states the parties agree to file a notice of intent to seek a new
ning and Building Services license, conditioned upon the completion of the feasibility study and creation of
prepared a staff report for a regional entity, which will be the license applicant. The notice of intent must
the project dated April 27, be filed by July 1.
2016. Planning and BuildThe agreement states the application for a new FERC license needs to be
ing staff sent out referrals
filed
by April 14, 2022, the day that the current FERC license expires.
to state and local agencies
and tribal governments for
comment on November 13, The rest of
From Page 1
2017. Most did not have
Bonds
comments.
The Mendocino County
“It went about as well as we could a timeline to accomplish this move,
Planning Commission ap- have hoped,” Mello added at Tuesday so that the building is gone prior to
proved the project on May night’s Little Lake Fire Protection construction of the new firehouse.
17, 2018, by a unanimous District board meeting. “We had a
The chief informed the board he has
6-0 vote, with Third District good team; they all did a great job.
begun
revenue negotiations with the
Planning Commissioner Ali- The biggest takeaway for the voters of
City
of
Willits
regarding proceeds from
son Pernell absent.
the district is that, because of that, we the cannabis excise tax. The city is in
In issuing a use permit for got all the money we’re going to need the middle of budget discussions right
the project, county staff as- to build our firehouse, and instead of a now.
serted the project merited a 40-year payback, it will now only take
The fire department works handnegative declaration; in oth- 28 years!”
in-hand
with other city departments
er words, the project as a
Fire Chief Chris Wilkes chimed in to ensure any cannabis facilities
whole did not pose a signif- that it was a true team effort between
icant impact to the environ- staff, the finance committee, and are compliant with safety standards
ment. In the staff report, staff others who worked together to get the and plays a crucial role in making
sure these businesses can operate
found that, of 93 areas of endeal.
safely. Therefore, the department is
vironmental consideration,
“Our
annual
payment
will
actually
be
negotiating with the city for a portion
the project scored a rating
a
little
less
than
we
had
planned
for.
of the revenue from the proceeds.
of “no impact” on 89 of them
The
term
is
shorter,
and
the
payment
and “less than significant imThe tax authorized by Measure I
is less,” said Wilkes.
pact” on the other four.
has only recently been enacted, so
The county justified grantThe board received an updated not much has been collected yet. Little
ing a use permit for the project timeline. While any construction Lake Fire is glad to be at the table in
project, which is designed schedule is a bit of a moving target, the these negotiations.
to produce electrical en- plan is to award the bid in September
While providing the training report,
ergy on land that is zoned with construction starting October 1
Wilkes
gave credit to training chief
Agricultural, by pointing out and being completed in October 2020.
Eric
Alvarez.
Local fire departments
that “the general plan does
Roots of Motive Power reached have really raised the bar in terms
acknowledge utility instal- out to the fire department because
lations as a general use of they have the Babcock bell collection, of wildland fire certifications. Both
the Agricultural designation, which includes the original firehouse Brooktrails Fire and Little Lake are
thus providing consistency bell made by WT Garrett & Company ensuring their volunteers are “red
carded,” meaning they have all the
between the general plan
of San Francisco and cast around certifications needed to be deployed
and the project.”
1890.
on strike teams to fight fires in other
In addition, the staff report
Former police Chief Gerry Gonzales areas.
states that “the [Agricultural]
Little Lake Fire also has 10 more
zoning district does not spe- found a reference to the bell from
a
1904
news
report.
It
is
30
inches
volunteers
now certified for swift-water
cifically entail the use of the
across,
cast
in
bronze
and
weighs
rescue.
The
department did a pack
parcel for non-agricultural
more
than
500
pounds.
The
chief
is
test this year to make sure everyone
activities, but the allowance
of the proposed use with a moving forward to incorporate the met the new standard of being “fit for
use permit signifies consis- bell into the new firehouse design. arduous duty.” They had 23 people
He thinks it could be part of the public show up to hike 3 miles in under 45
tency with the district.”
courtyard that will include a dedication minutes, with a 45-pound hose pack
The county did impose
plaque for beloved former Fire Chief strapped to their backs.
some special conditions on
Jeff Smith.
the use permit. There will be
Everyone passed, including the
“That will be wonderful,” says fire three women who took part. Chief
a 50-foot buffer between the
solar panels and any Baker’s board member Nancy Stipes. “Jeff Wilkes had the best time of the group.
Meadowfoam found near the always wanted to have that bell at the “There was no way I wasn’t going to
project. A construction mon- firehouse.”
be first,” he joked.
itor and an archeologist will
The bell will be on permanent loan to
The volunteer fire department crew
be present during construc- the department; if the fire department
at
Ridgewood Ranch has joined the
tion of the project, and all ever ceases to operate, it will be
roster
of Little Lake Fire Department,
archeological protocols will returned to the Roots collection.
increasing
the number of personnel
be followed.
The chief also reported the district available to respond. These volunteers
The use permit is effective
had received one bid for the house are receiving all the same training.
for a five-year period after its
owned by the department at 52 For example, if Ridgewood Fire crew
May 28, 2018, effective date
Humboldt Street, adjacent to the members Ruthie King or Eliot Hartley
and may be renewed. The
firehouse lot. The single bidder won are at Farmers Market at their booths,
site is required to be restored
the house for $1,000. It’s now her they now have the ability to respond
to its original condition within
responsibility to physically move the along with the other Little Lake Fire
60 days of termination of its
house to another location. She has volunteers.
use as a solar energy plant.
According to Carlos
Gomes, the contract with
Sonoma Clean Power is for
20 years and may be renewed. Gomes added the
project is due to begin commercial energy production
on July 16.
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Alison Pernell
972-1364

Barbara Mercer
489-2922

Jake McFadden
354-3874

Margaret Andrews
354-3977

Christopher Martin
367-3173

Elida Cardona
354-1538

Sal Madrigal
354-1950

Sharon Noah
489-0441

707-459-6175
DRE# 00528452

www.RealtyWorldSelzer.com
FEATURED PROPERTY
Presented by: Sharon Noah

Its like being outside only with all the comforts of home This beautiful,
custom built home is entirely off the grid with skylights throughout,
open floor plan, hardwood and tile flooring. It is surrounded by forest
and nature and is at the end of the road for lots of privacy. As a bonus
there is a cute cabin with loft for sleeping.

Offered at $379,500

Community
Reception
for Our New
Physicians
Join us in welcoming our new physicians to the Willits community
Join us for appetizers and engaging conversations as we welcome
our newest providers to our community!
Join us in welcoming Drs. Lance Ludington, general surgeon and Craig Boyle, chiropractor.
Both physicians come to us from Paradise, CA. We are excited and blessed that they have
chosen our community to practice. Please help us in welcoming them not only to the hospital
but also to our beautiful community!
Lance Ludington, MD
Dr. Ludington is a board-certified general surgeon with almost 30 years
of experience, specializing in general and minimally invasive laparoscopic
procedures including but not limited to procedures for the gall bladder,
hernia repair, abdominal surgeries, and thyroid nodules.

JOIN US ON

Tuesday, May 21
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Brickhouse Coffee
3 S. Main Street in Willits
Appetizers and refreshments
will be served.

Craig Boyle, DC
Dr. Boyle brings over 35 years of experience to our community and he is
passionate about helping patients experience less pain and improved
function. He uses a blend of techniques for each patient’s unique needs,
including manual and instrument adjusting to ensure optimal comfort.
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Thursday, May 16
Willits Farmers Market: Now outdoors for the
summer on West Mendocino Avenue next to the
Rexall parking lot. Thursday, May 16, 3 to 6 pm.
Spring veggies, local meats, sausage and eggs,
local grains, and savory and sweet baked goods,
including handcrafted bread. Gift items, dog treats,
jams and jellies and savory preserves, olive oil and
balsamic vinegar, fair trade chocolates, Willitsroasted coffee, tea, fire cider, crafts, knitted goods
and jewelry, live music, free herb talks, the new
edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
”Afghan Cycles”: The Now
and Then Film Series and Walk
& Bike Mendocino co-present:
“Afghan Cycles,” a documentary
about a new generation of
Afghan women pushing gender
and cultural barriers by riding
bicycles. Discussion after film.
Donation of $5 to $20 or more to
support Walk & Bike Mendocino,
the filmmakers and the Grange.
Thursday, May 16: trailers & short
films begin at 6:30 pm. Organic
popcorn with real organic butter,
and Fair Trade Chocolate.
Library Hour on KZYX: Thursday, May 16, 7 to
8 pm. Tune to 91.5 FM to learn about upcoming
events at the library and solve a mystery with Joe
Library.
Shanachie Pub: Tracy Hui: Thursday, May 16, 8
pm. “Tracy is 30% wild animal, 30% banjo nerd,
30% shaman and 30% high wire dare devil.” Visit:
https://soundcloud.com/transcendentaltracy. 50B
South Main Street.

Friday, May 17
Walk & Bike Mendocino: Celebrate Bike to Work
Day: Friday, May 17, with a community bike ride
from City Park, downtown Willits. 12 pm. Info: www.
walkbikemendo.org.
Brookside Family Bingo Night: Friday, May 17,
5:30 to 7:30 pm, Willits Community Center, 111 East
Commercial Street. Games with prizes donated by
local merchants. Face paintings, 50/50 raffle, and
food for purchase. Public.
”An Everlasting Spirit”: Baechtel Grove Middle
School’s free end-of-year Band Concert. “Each
grade level will perform a couple of pieces from
different genres; our jazz band will perform with five
jazz guitarists; there will be a few solo and chamber
performances; then the concert will end with two
pieces played by the
combined 7th and
8th grade bands,
forming a 40-piece
ensemble.”
Free
admission; there will
be an intermission
with a concession
selling baked goods,
with funds raised
helping to to purchase
new
instruments.
Friday, May 17, 6 pm,
Willits High School
Auditorium.

Final Bid Party for WCA Art Auction: The final
bid party and dance party for the annual Willits
Center for the Arts fundraising silent auction,
Friday, May 17 from 6 to ? pm at WCA,
71 East Commercial Street. Music after
the closing bids by the Aaron Bellomo
Trio. Beer bust and champagne “while
it lasts.” Offerings in the silent auction
are on display at the center, 71 East
Commercial Street, through May 17:
Gallery hours: Wednesday through
Sunday, 11 am to 5 pm.
Behind the Mic: “Calling all Poets,
Rappers, Singers!” Open mic
poetry and music event at
Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South
Main Street, Friday, May 17,
7 to 9 pm. Free event for all
ages.
Shanachie Pub: Weird Year: Friday,
May 17, 9 pm. “A Lo Fi Rock band with
Indie styling and blues roots from Ukiah.”
Visit: www.facebook.com/weirdyear1.
50B South Main Street.

Saturday, May 18
Willits High School Golf Team
Tournament: POSTPONED UNTIL
JUNE 8. Looking for “Hole Sponsors.” Help to get
the trophy back to the WHS Golf Team. Information:
707-841-7847.
WELL and WEC Rummage
Sale: WEC, the Willits
Environmental Center and
WELL, Willits Economic
Localization,
host
a
Rummage Sale, Saturday,
May 18, 9 am to 6 pm, at
the Willits Environmental
Hub, 630 South Main Street.
“Proceeds support the work
of WELL and WEC and help
keep the doors open!”
BACA 5th Annual 100 Mile
Run: The Mendocino Chapter of Bikers Against
Child Abuse, BACA, are holding their 5th Annual
100 Mile Ride, Saturday, May 18; sign up at 9 am at
the Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. Full nohost bar, raffles and prizes. $20 donation per rider,
$35 for couples, $10 for non-riders. Meal included.
Funds the work of BACA in supporting children in
Mendocino County.
Herbal Salve-Making: At the School of Adaptive
Agriculture, 16200 North Highway 101, Saturday,
May 18, 10 am to
3 pm. Mendocino
County Herb Guild
presents Health and
Healing with Plants,
The “Herb Track.”
$40.
DripFest: Saturday,
May 18, 11 am to
2 pm. DripWorks,
190 San Hedrin
Circle. “Join us at
DripWorks for our
4th Annual DripFest.
• Local Vendors •

What’s Happening Around Town
Food and Beer & Wine
Garden by the Willits
Lions Club • Music by
Joey D Productions • Kid
Activities and Games •
Free Irrigation Class by
DripWorks (11 am to 12
pm) • Raffles • Store Wide
Sale, Kid Friendly.”
Redwood
Punkfest:
Stiky Graffix Presents
this all-day event for all
ages. Saturday, May
18, 1 pm at the Willits
Community Center, 111
East Commercial Street.
$10. Featuring Roadside Bombs, The Quitters,
The Sandy Savages, ViQueen, Grimetime, Fall
Children, and many others.
“Revitalizing
Forests
to
Revitalize
Communities”: A presentation by the Forest
Reciprocity Group, an initiative of Cloud Forest
Institute. “When we tend our forests for regenerative
health, we are reciprocated with an abundance of
valuable raw material that can provide economic
incentives to revitalize local economies. Small
diameter poles are
a practical choice
for framing fire-safe,
earthen
encased
affordable
housing
and a plethora of
other uses. Come to
the presentation and
learn more.” Saturday,
May 18, 3 to 5 pm at
the Willits Library,
390 East Commercial
Street.
EP Release Party:
Sarah Rose McMahon
(formerly of The Real Sarahs) celebrates the
release of her latest EP, with BBQ, live music in a
beautiful garden setting, performances by Sarah
Rose, Matt Takiff and others. Dinner at 5 pm;
Music at 6 pm. Bring a lawn chair or blankets and a
beverage of your choice and an instrument to jam
with. $5 suggested donation. Public. Saturday, May
18, 2201 Valley Road.
Staged Reading: “Painted Churches”: The Willits
Community Theatre will
present a staged reading
of “Painting Churches,”
on Saturday, May 18 and
Saturday, May 25, at the
WCT, 37 West Van Lane.
Both shows start at 7:30 pm.
Gardiner and Fanny Church
are preparing to move to
their summer cottage on
Cape Cod. Gardiner, once a
famous poet, slips in and out
of senility as Fanny tries to
keep them both afloat. Their daughter Mags comes
home to help them move and paint their portrait to
come to terms with them. Features Don Samson as

Gardiner, Ailene Gaynor as Fanny, and Elizabeth
Dellett as Mags. Directed by Cindi Mohr. Admission
$5..
Zodiac House Party: Taurus: Hosted by One
Tribe Collective. Willits Center for the Arts, 71
East Commercial Street, Saturday, May 18, 8 pm
to 2 am. Live local DJs. Tarot readings by Tarot
Philosophia. Live art. Alternative Market with local
craft vendors. Body work available. Enjoy a hot
soak in the world famous Yot Tub ... bring a towel.
Elixir Bar. Munchies by Zocalo Collective.

Sunday, May 19
Grateful Gleaners Annual Plant Sale: “Browse
our wide selection of vegetable, herb and flower
starts, fruit and berry plants, ground covers and
heritage perennials.” Plus seeds from two local
seed companies: Quail Seeds and Sundial Seed
Company. Sunday, May 19, 10 am to 3 pm. 130
Tuttle Lane.
Willits High School Baseball Cornhole
Tournament: Sunday, May 19, 11 am, Sparetime
Garden Supply, 475 East San Francisco Avenue.
Supports the WHS baseball program. Double
elimination bracket. $50 per
team.
Info: Jenn Drew, 707-3541670.
27th
Annual
Ducky
Derby:
Sunday, May 19, 1
pm, Brooktrails Golf
Course. Prizes for first three
places and Special Last
Prize: Two-night stay for
two adults at a Mendocino
Coast guesthouse (w/dinner).
Donations $5 each or 5 for $20.
Benefits the Willits High School class of
2019 Sober Grad Night Party.
Cystic Fibrosis COTA Benefit Dinner: “Join us
Sunday, May 19, for a Children’s Fashion Show
& Spaghetti Feed. All proceeds will go to COTA
(Children’s Organ Transplant Association) in honor
of Dustin Lawson to assist with a needed lung
transplant.” Doors 2:30 pm, fashion show 3 pm,
dinner 5 pm. Tickets $20, children under 3 free.
Tickets: 707-367-2182. Willits Community Center,
111 East Commercial Street.
Fundraiser Dinner at El Mexicano: Support
P.E.O. (Philanthropic
Educational
Organization) Local
Scholarships. Sunday,
May 19, 3 to 7 pm.
El Mexicano dinner,
choice of two tacos
or enchiladas, rice,
beans, and fountain
drink.
Vegetarian
options.
Advance
tickets, $15, at El
Mex, 166 South Main
Street. 459-5702. Dinners available to go.
****Twining Time at LocalLights:OpenMic++: Old
Time Mountain Music, Folk and Vintage Country/

Reception for New
Adventist Health
Physicians
May 21

“In addition to the schedule we have started open lap
swim on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 6:45 to
7:45 am. Info: City pool at 459-5778”

“Join us for appetizers and engaging
conversations as we welcome our newest
providers to our community, Dr. Lance
Ludington, general surgeon and Dr. Craig
Boyle, chiropractor. Both physicians come to
us from Paradise, CA. Dr. Ludington, a boardcertified general surgeon with almost 30 years of
experience, specializes in general and minimally
invasive laparoscopic procedures including
procedures for the gall bladder, hernia repair,
abdominal surgeries, and thyroid nodules. Dr.
Boyle brings over 35 years of experience and
is passionate about helping patients experience
less pain and improved function. He uses a blend
of techniques for each patient’s unique needs,
including manual and instrument adjusting to
ensure optimal comfort.” Brickhouse Coffee, 3
South Main Street, Tuesday, May 21, 5:30 to 7
pm. Appetizers and refreshments will be served.

Comments
invited for inland
Pedestrian Project
draft plan
“The Draft North Coast/Inland Area
Pedestrian Project Evaluation Report
is now available for review! See
website: https://mendopedestrian.
org/. This report considers prior
plans, existing conditions, and
public and agency input to create
a complete list and descriptions of
projects to make it easier to walk
in North Coast communities. We
encourage comments or questions.
The comment period on the draft will
end on May 27, 2019.” Comments
can be emailed to: kristiana@
trailpeople.net or mailed to: Mendo
Pedestrian Comments, Mendocino
Council of Governments, 367 North
State Street, Suite 206, Ukiah CA
95482.

Americana plus guest artist Helen Falandes on
Sunday, May 19, 5 pm at the Willits Center for the
Arts, 73 East Commercial Street.. Open mic before
and after Twining Time. Sign up: 459-7054 or email
LocalLights@theSighting.com. Catering by Zocalo
Collective.

Tuesday, May 21
Tightwad Tuesdays at the
Noyo Theatre: All 2D movies
that are in their second week
are $5 on Tuesdays at the
Noyo Theatre for all ages, all
showings. This week’s Tightwad
Tuesday movies are: “Endgame”
and “Detective Pikachu.” Visit
www.noyotheatre.com or call
459-6696 for showtimes. 57
East Commercial Street.
Baba’s Bhajan Band: Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South
Main Street. Tuesday, May 21, 12 to 1 pm. “Baba’s
Bhajan Band is an ensemble focused on sharing
the vibrations of bhajans (healing music) with as
many people as possible.”
Art Night: Tissue Paper Trees: Willits Library, 390
East Commercial Street. Tuesday, May 21, 5:30 to
6:30; and Friday, May 24, 1 to 2 pm. 459-5908.
Adventist Reception for New Physicians:
“Join us in welcoming the newest
providers to our community, Dr.
Lance Ludington, general surgeon
and Dr. Craig Boyle, chiropractor.”
Appetizers and refreshments will be
served. Tuesday, May 21, 5:30 to 7
pm, Brickhouse Coffee, 3 South Main
Street.

Wednesday, May 22
Climate Reality Slide Show: At the Willits City
Council
meeting,
Wednesday, May 22,
6:30 pm, 111 East
Commercial
Street.
“Presented by Doug
Nunn, who trained with
Nobel Prize winner
Al Gore as part of
the Climate Reality
Project.” The public is
encouraged to attend.

Thursday,
May 23
Willits
Farmers
Market: Outdoors for
the summer on West
Mendocino. Thursday,
May 23, 3 to 6 pm.
See Thursday, May 16
listing for more details.

Friday, May 24
Art Night: Tissue Paper Trees: Willits Library, 390
East Commercial Street. Friday, May 24, 1 to 2 pm.

June 1 & 2

The
Mateel
Community
Center
presents the 43rd Annual
Summer Arts and Music
Festival, Benbow State
Recreation Area in
Garberville, Saturday
June 1 and Sunday
June 2. The two-day
advance ticket weekend
pass price is $40, single
day advance tickets are
$22.50. Tickets also
available at the gate for
$45 weekend pass, $25
day. Kids 12 and under
free with paid adult.
Advance tickets: mateel.
org or Eventbrite.

June 2
The Billie Holiday Project, a classical
jazz band led by vocalist Stella Heath,
celebrates the music of Lady Day at Willits
Community Theatre, 37 West Van Lane
(behind Shanachie Pub), Sunday, June 2 at
2 pm. The band features some of the Bay
Area’s finest jazz musicians, with Heath
invoking the vocal stylings of Holiday, piano
virtuoso Neil Fontano, Jason Bellenkes
on tenor saxophone and clarinet, and
Trevor Kinsel upright bass and cornet. The
Billie Holiday Project evokes the electric
and intimate feeling of experiencing Lady
Day live in a classic 1930s jazz club.
Interspersed with stories of the star’s life
and her musical artistry. Advance tickets $20
at Mazahar, 38 South Main Street, online at
brownpapertickets.com; or by phone 800838-3006. Tickets at the door until sold out.
Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Saturday, May 25
Pole Frame Cabin Raising Demonstration:
presented by the Forest Reciprocity Group, in
collaboration with Polecraft Solutions, www.
polecraftsolutions.com. Saturday, May
25 from 10 am to 10 pm. 44450 US Hwy
101, Laytonville. Pole Furniture Building
Workshop, food, drinks and music. Visit
www.forestreciprocity.org.
Tibetan Master, Lama Lodu Rinpoche:
Buddhist master in the Vajrayana tradition,
Rinpoche, gives a series of talks on some of
the essential topics of Buddhism, including
how to work with disturbing emotions, the
value of human existence, and cultivating
compassion in daily life. The Muse, 30
East San Francisco Street, May 25 and 26,
10 am to 12 pm and 2 to 4 pm both days.
Suggested donation: $20/day. 456-9425.
Chamber Mixer: Car & Bike Show ’n Shine.
Saturday, May 25, 4 to 8 pm, Rec Grove Park.

Sunday, May 26
Little Lake Grange Pancake Breakfast: 8 to 11
am, Sunday, May 26. “$8 buys you a plate of the
best ‘scratch’ pancakes & local farm eggs to be
found.” Choose sourdough wholegrain, Hank’s
Famous Buttermilk Pancakes or Gluten-Free,
Beeler’s Quality Bacon, organic local farm fresh
eggs, real butter, juice, organic coffee or tea. $8; $7
seniors, $5 children under 10. Free for firefighters;
one breakfast per official ID. Extras: sides of organic
fruit, $2 to $3 and Amish organic maple syrup, $1.
Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street.
28th Annual Community Festival and Car Show:
Sunday, May 26, 10 am to 4 pm. Recreation Grove
Park. Hot breakfast by the Lions Club, 7 to 10 am.
“Locals, visitors and car nuts alike are welcome;
join us for breakfast
with a front row seat to
the parade of cars and
motorcycles. Get a bite to
eat and visit the vendor
booths for gift items, arts
& crafts and information.”
Tibetan Master, Lama
Lodu Rinpoche speaks:
See May 25 listing for
details.
The Rogue Valley Peace
Choir: On Sunday, May
26, Emandal Chorale
is hosting The Rogue
Valley Peace Choir in a
joint concert at 7 pm in
the Little Lake Grange.
“Help us welcome Rogue
Valley’s first trip to Willits
as we come together to
perform ‘Imagine,’ our
hope for a first step in creating a better world.”
Tickets $10 at Mazahar in Willits and Mendocino
Book Company in Ukiah.

Summer Arts Tibetan Master Talks
May 25 & 26
and Music
“Lama Lodu Rinpoche, a Buddhist
Festival
master in the Vajrayana tradition,

The Billie Holiday Project
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“A Flight of Young Adult Fiction”: Friday, May 24,
4 to 5 pm. Selections from young adult novels read
by Linda Pack. Willits Library, 390 East Commercial
Street. 459-5908.

will give a series of talks on some
of the essential topics of Buddhism,
including how to work with disturbing
emotions, the value of human
existence, and cultivating compassion
in daily life. Born in Sikkim to a Tibetan
family in 1942, Lama Lodu Rinpoche
entered Rumtek monastery at the age
of 8 and received a traditional Tibetan
Buddhist education under many of
the most renowned teachers of his
day. His training included a rigorous
three-year solitary retreat in the
remote mountains of northern India.”
The talks will be held at the Muse, 30
East San Francisco Street, on May 25
and 26, from 10 am until 12 pm and
from 2 to 4 pm both days. Suggested
donation: $20/day. Info: 456-9425.

‘Smart Business
Borrowing’
May 31
Free
workshop
with
a
Community Lender at Healthy
Start in Laytonville on Friday, May
31, from 12 to 1:30 pm. Heather
Gurewitz, executive director of
EDFC, the Economic Development
and Financing Corporation, offers a
free workshop on “Smart Business
Borrowing” at Healthy Start, 44400
Willis Avenue, Laytonville. Contact
her in advance at 707-234-5705
to receive a personalized credit
consultation at the event. Gurewitz
is bi-lingual and able to provide
assistance in English or Spanish..
Feel free to bring a packed lunch.
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Annual
Brooktrails
Flea Market
and Bake
Sale
June 1
Saturday, June
1, 8 am to 3 pm,
at the Brooktrails
Community Center.
Spaces
still
available for $25
for each parking lot
space or an inside
table. Applications:
Irene at 4591974 or email:
irenejanet513@
gmail.com.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

AT THE MOVIES

‘Pokémon
Detective Pikachu’
The Story: A mixed animation/live action
mystery comedy with fights and explosions.
Yellow furry pokémon Detective Pikachu has
amnesia. Lonely Tim, the
Dan Essman main human character, gets
Columnist
news that his father is dead.
For some mysterious reason,
amnesiac Detective Pikachu believes that Tim’s
father is still alive. Then Lucy, the plucky cuteas-a-button girl reporter, shows up and she’s
hot after a terrifying scoop. Clearly, she’s also
destined to be lonely Tim’s love interest because
she’s plucky and cute as a button. Also, there
is an up-to-no-good super secret laboratory
performing experiments on pokémons of
various species. There are bad guys and
morally dubious pokémons who are also up to
no good. Spoiler
alert:
Lonely
Tim and plucky
Lucy and yellow
furry
amnesiac
Detective Pikachu
(and love!) triumph.
My Thoughts: I
genuinely thank
the
Japanese
for conceiving of
pokémons
and
letting them loose
on the world. For
those who don’t
know, pokémons are creatures with a surprising
variety of superpowers and an even bigger
variety of physical shapes. They are not unlike
the spirit guide/totem animal an American Indian
meets on a vision quest. In essence, wacky little
pokémons are a Japanese answer to existential
loneliness. This flick has its surprising moments,
and I was entertained. Kids will love it.
Parents: You know your kids. If they enjoy the
pokémon TV shows, I see no reason not to let
them see this flick. They’ll laugh, and maybe
even cheer.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his reality
attenuated by the wisdom of the imagination.

27th Annual
Ducky Derby
May 19
Annual Ducky Derby to benefit the 2019 Sober
Grad graduation night party. Sunday, May 19, 1 pm,
Brooktrails Golf Course. “The derby is explained
as follows: We have 300 rubber duckies which are
numbered 1 through 300. Our goal is to find sponsors
for each of the duckies. Sponsorship cost is $5/duck,
$20 to sponsor five duckies! All sponsored ducks are
dumped into Willits Creek on the Brooktrails Golf
Course, and they “race” to the finish. The first duck
to cross the finish line wins its sponsor $200! Second
place duck wins $100. Third place duck wins $50.
Last duck to cross the finish line wins its sponsor two
nights at Ruth and Mike Dell’Ara’s beautiful Guest
House in Caspar on the Mendocino Coast along with
a dinner! There is also a coupon for $2 off a large
pizza from Old Mission Pizza! For tickets contact a
Willits High School senior, or call Angi at 459-2260.”

Senior Center
Lunch
Week of May 20
through May 24
Monday: Chili Rellenos
Casserole
Tuesday: Eggs Benedict
Wednesday: Ortega Chicken
Thursday: Spinach Lasagna
Friday: Gyro
Harrah Senior Center serves
lunch five days per week from
11:45 am to 1 pm. $6.50 for
those 55 and older; $8 for those
under 55. Includes soup, salad,
entrée, vegetable, dessert,
and drink. Salad Bar available
all year. 1501 Baechtel Road.
Info: 459-6826.
Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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LEGAL NOTICES

WW212

WW210

Fictitious Business Name
Statement

Fictitious Business Name
Statement

2019-F0337

Willits Weekly
can run your
legal ads!
Deadline is end
of day Monday
for Thursday
publication!
Email us
for info:
willitsweekly
@gmail.com

Photos by
Mathew
Caine

WW216

Fictitious Business Name
Statement
2019-F0325
The following person is doing
business as Poon Canna Farms,
23600 Poonkinney Road, Covelo,
CA 95428 / mailing address: P.O.
Box 444, Covelo, CA 95428.
Registered owner: James F. Ast,
41079 Mendocino Pass Road,
Covelo, CA 95428.
This business is conducted by an
individual. The registrant
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name
listed above in July 2018.
Statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-Recorder
on April 16, 2019.

The following person is doing
business as Main Street
Launderette, 1577 S. Main St.,
Willits, CA 95490 / mailing address:
65 Nancy Lane, Willits, CA 95490.
Registered owner: So. Humbled
Inc., 65 Nancy Lane, Willits, CA
95490.
This business is conducted by a
corporation. The registrant
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name
listed above in February 2017.
Statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-Recorder
on April 25, 2019.
/s/ Sidney Marc Burgess, C.E.O.
Publication dates:
5/2, 5/9, 5/16 and 5/23/2019

Publication dates:
5/2, 5/9, 5/16 and 5/23/2019

WW213

At top, from left: Dancers flap their wings during the “Chicken Dance.” A crowd of kids shares the
hay bale. Everyone joins in for the “Macarena.” Above, from left: Chris Lamprich and daughter
Wreyn hang out on the hay bales at the Barn Dance held at the Willits Community Center. Organizers
Leda Jones, Chrystina Patterson and TinaMarie Spagnolo Silveira are dressed on theme for the
Barn Dance. Local favorites Schindig, performing at the Barn Dance for free to help raise money for
Blosser Lane Elementary School. Below: The kids teach each other the line dances.

Marie
‘Opal’
Holmes
March 11, 1929 – May 4, 2019
Marie Opal Holmes passed away
Saturday, May 4th. Funeral services
will be held on Saturday, May 18th,
at Anker-Lucier Mortuary in Willits
at 11AM. She will be laid to rest in
the Little Lake Cemetery.
Marie Opal Holmes was born
March 11, 1929 to Thomas and
Florence Bennett in Clarks,
Louisiana. Opal was the only
child of this union. Their family
moved to the BranscombLaytonville area of California in the late 1930s. This is where Opal met Carl
C. Holmes, whom she married in 1943. Carl and Opal welcomed their first
child, Garrett Thomas in 1944 and their second Christina Elaine in 1948. In
1949, Carl and Opal bought a home in the Willits valley and moved their
family to Willits. Carl and Opal had three more children, James Baker in
1951, Jerald Wayne in 1954 and Carla Denise in 1955.
Once the children were in school Opal took waitressing jobs at many of the
local diners and cafes, including the Chuck Wagon. In the 1970s she started
working at Little Lake Industries, on their trim saw line. Opal eventually
became foreman of the swing shift trim line. She would host potlucks and
picnics at her home for members of her shift. Opal enjoyed working there as
she met many people that became her friends.
Opal was a caring mother who passed her love of reading and movies to her
children. She loved to entertain and enjoyed having get-togethers. Picnics
and holiday dinners at the Holmes residence will be remembered for the
abundance of food, friendship and good times. Opal loved to fish and spent
many summer days sitting on the rocks of the Mendocino coast. She was
surprisingly funny, witty, with a touch of temper at times. She was always
willing to help a friend or family member with whatever she could manage.
Opal will be greatly missed.
Marie Opal Holmes is preceded in death by her father, Thomas Bennett;
her mother, Florence Bennett; her husband, Carl Holmes; her son, Garrett
Holmes; her daughter, Christina Frost; her son, James Holmes; her
granddaughter, Sherri Holmes; her grandson, Thomas Holmes and her
granddaughter Nannette Paulson.
She is survived by her son, Jerald Holmes of Mt. Angel, OR; her daughter,
Carla Price of El Cajon, CA; her grandsons: Garrett C. Holmes of North
Bend, OR and Carl W. Holmes of Boise, ID; her granddaughters: Susan
Fichtner, of Boise, ID; Jennifer McFarren of Marion, MT; Gidget Walters of
Friday Harbor, WA; Melissa Moore of Santa Rosa, CA; Mariah Holmes of
Clarkston, WA; her daughter-in-law, Annette Holmes of Friday Harbor, WA;
and two step grandsons, Fred and James Barry of Willits, CA; along with 12
great grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.
The family prefers memorial contributions to Willits Senior Center.
Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-Lucier Mortuary.
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Fundraiser for Blosser Lane Elementary
brings community together
for line dancing, raffles, and comfort food

It takes a village to make a Barn Dance. The Willits Community Center was magically
converted into a huge barn Saturday night, complete with hay bales and traditional comfort
foods – pulled pork, sliders, chili and cornbread, “all countrified,” according to event chair
TinaMarie Spagnolo Silveira.
The kids were the highlight of the evening, dancing continuously
Mathew Caine
for
hours, without inhibitions, dressed in their best country clothes,
Features Writer
to the sounds of two DJs, Fernando Silveira and Joey D, and live
mathew@willitsweekly.com
music by local favorites, Schindig.
All contributed their time and efforts to create this archival country disco, as did many
other people, parents, teachers, kids and sponsors. At its peak, the floor was filled with
smiling, gesticulating dancers, making the most of country line dances, the “Macarena,”
and the “Chicken Dance” into the night.
There was a core group of kids who appeared in the Willits Community Theatre’s
production last year of “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.” Three families of youngsters
who appeared in the play have kept in touch, learning dances which they passed on to
others, children and adults at the Barn Dance to benefit Blosser Lane Elementary School.
Chrystina Patterson, president of the school’s PTO (parent teacher organization), is
grateful for all the help they received in the preparation and production of this fun and
successful event.
“The parents and teachers came together and planned this dance, which we opened up
to the community,” she said. “It’s for all ages and was very affordable, $5. All of the funds
are for field trips, assemblies, supplies that
we need, PE equipment, everything that Read the rest of
the district is not able to pay for.
Dance Over on Page 13

Roofing applications available to fit any roofing need
W.C. & G.L. insured

Ca. Lic # 927007

Office: (707) 462-4514
Mobile: (707) 367-3786

Residential & Commercial
Serving areas of Mendocino,
Lake and Sonoma Counties

Online:
www.basroofing.com

Email:
basroofing@live.com

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
TSG No. 5030200-8751142
TS N0.100062538
APN: 098-252-02-01 Property address: Vacant land at on 25591 Archer
Lane Block 12 Lot 49 Brooktrails Vacation Village Subdivision, Willits, CA
94590
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED October 11th 1997
UNLESS YOUR TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY IT
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED EXPLANATION OF
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
On Friday the 24th day of May , 2019, at the hour of 10:00 o’clock A.M.,
of said day, at the front entrance of the Brooktrails Sales Office 24895
Birch Street, Willits CA 94590, County of Mendocino, State of California,
Recon Financial Inc., as Trustee, will sell at public auction, to the highest
bidder for cash, in lawful money of the United States and/or the cashier’s,
certified or other checks specified in Civil Code Section 2924h (payable in
full at the time of sale to Recon Financial Inc. the following described real
property, situated County of Mendocino, State of California, and commonly
known as BROOKTRAILS VACATION VILLAGE SUBDIVISION.
And being more particularly described as follows:
That certain real property situated in the County of Mendocino State of
California, described as follows:
Block 12 Lot 49, of Tract 86, BROOKTRAILS VACATION VILLAGE
SUBDIVISION as per map filed August 17, 1966, in Case 2, Drawer
7, Page 1, Mendocino County Records, as amended by map filed
August 16, 1967, in Map Case 2 , Drawer 7, Page 2.
Unit No. APN:098-252-02-01.
If you need directions to find property, please send your request
to Recon Financial, 111 Deerwood Road Suite 100, San Ramon, CA
94583.
Said sale will be made without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied,
regarding title, possession or encumbrances to satisfy obligation secured
by and pursuant to the power of sale conferred in a certain deed of trust
executed by: Renato G. Quiazon and Clarissa G. Quiazon as Trustor, to
RECON FINANCIAL INC., A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION as Trustee,
for benefit and security of The Deerwood Corporation, a California
corporation, dated October 11, 1997, and recorded November 17,
1997 In the office of the County Recorder in the County of
Mendocino, State of California, in Book 2458 of Official Records at
page 552. Document No. N/A
The Total amount of unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the
property to be sold, including estimated costs, expenses and advances
is: $8,443.40: NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering
bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not
on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien.
If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible
for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you
can receive clear title to the size of outstanding liens that may exist on
this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or a title insurance
company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of
sale may be postponed one or more times to the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court pursuant to section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements be
made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been
postponed and if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale
of this property, you may call (800)824-9809 7:00 am to 5:00 pm for
information.
The name, street address and telephone number of the Trustee
conducting this sale is: RECON FINANCIAL INC., 111 Deerwood Rd.,
Suite 100, San Ramon, CA 94583. (925) 838-8525. The name, address
and telephone number of the Beneficiary at whose request this sale is to
be conducted, is: The Deerwood Corporation, a California corporation 111
DEERWOOD RD., STE. 100, SAN RAMON, CA 94583 (925) 838-8525
Dated 4/22/2019
S/ Peggy A. Porter, President
Publication Dates: May 2, May 9 and May 16, 2019

We’ll Turn that Frown
Upside Down
When your child
is sick our team
is here to help.
Call for an
appointment today!

(707) 456-9600
45 Hazel St., Willits

littlelakehealthcenter.org
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL.
WE ACCEPT MEDI-CAL,
MEDICARE, PARTNERSHIP
AND OTHER INSURANCE.
MCHC HEALTH CENTERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490

Willits Weekly | May 16, 2019

Current Job Openings:

Deputy Sheriff-Coroner I/II
Deputy Sheriff-Coroner II - Bailiff Extra-help
Eligibility Specialist II
Librarian I - Children’s
Senior Heavy Equipment Mechanic
Senior Public Health Nurse
Sheriff’s Services Technician
Social Worker I/II/III/IV A-D
Social Worker Supervisor I/II A-C
Staff Assistant II/III
Victim/Witness Advocate
For a complete list of current job openings
and to apply:
www.mendocinocounty.org/government/
human-resources

EOE

Willits Weekly is locally
owned and operated!
Willits Weekly | May 16, 2019

The following person is doing
business as Aaron Construction,
1940 Lupine Drive, Willits CA
95490 / mailing address: P.O. Box
207, Willits CA 95490.
Registered owner: Aaron Keith
Luedemann, 1940 Lupine Drive,
Willits CA 95490, Willits CA 95490.
This business is conducted by an
individual. The registrant
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name
listed above on April 12, 2019.
Statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-Recorder
on April 12, 2019.
/s/ Aaron Keith Luedemann
Publication dates:
4/25, 5/2, 5/9 and 5/16/2019

WW217

/s/ James F. Ast

Fictitious Business Name
Statement
2019-F0338

Barn Dance

2019-F0311

The following person is doing
business as Main Street Laundry,
1414 S. Main St., Willits, CA
95490 / mailing address: 65 Nancy
Lane, Willits, CA 95490.
Registered owner: So. Humbled
Inc., 65 Nancy Lane, Willits, CA
95490.
This business is conducted by a
corporation. The registrant
commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name
listed above in February 2017.
Statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-Recorder
on April 25, 2019.
/s/ Sidney Marc Burgess, C.E.O.
Publication dates:
5/2, 5/9, 5/16 and 5/23/2019

WW218

WW211

Fictitious Business Name
Statement
2019-F0328
The following person is doing
business as Bliss Body Massage,
101 North Marin Street, Willits, CA
95490.
Registered owner: Romina
Crespo, 5201 Williams Ranch Road,
Willits, CA 95490.
This business is conducted by an
individual.
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name listed above on April
19, 2019.
Statement filed with the
Mendocino County Clerk-Recorder
on April 19, 2019.
/s/ Romina Crespo
Publication dates:
5/2, 5/9, 5/16 and 5/23/2019

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

UNDER DEED OF TRUST LOAN: HAMMACK, ET AL. OTHER: 91213120
T.S. #: 19017-PR NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE
INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED.*
*PURSUANT
TO CIVIL CODE Section 2923.3(a), THE SUMMARY OF
INFORMATION REFERRED TO ABOVE IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE
RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT, BUT TO THE COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED
9/11/2007. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.
NOTICE is hereby given that REDWOOD TRUST DEED SERVICES,
INC., as trustee, or successor trustee, or substituted trustee pursuant to the
Deed of Trust executed by CHRIS HAMMACK and ASURE HAMMACK,
husband and wife, LYNN RENFRO, an unmarried woman, BRIAN
BRISTOW, an unmarried man and ROGER BRISTOW, an unmarried
man, recorded on 9/18/2007 as Instrument No. 200717232 in Book --,
Page &mdash; of Official Records in the office of the County Recorder
of MENDOCINO County, California, and pursuant to the Notice of
Default and Election to Sell thereunder recorded 2/5/2019 in Book
--, Page -, as Instrument No. 2019-01435 of said Official Records,
WILL SELL on 6/12/2019 At the main entrance to the Mendocino
County Courthouse, 100 North State Street, Ukiah, CA 95482 at 10:00
AM AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH
(payable at the time of sale in lawful money of the United States), all
right, title and interest conveyed to and now held by it under said Deed
of Trust in the property situated in said County and State hereinafter
described:
LOT 6 IN HEARST HIGHLANDS SUBDIVISION, TRACT NO. 74,
AS SHOWN ON THE MAP OF SAID SUBDIVISION RECORDED
APRIL 9, 1965, IN MAP CASE 2, DRAWER 4, PAGE 17,
MENDOCINO COUNTY RECORDS.
Assessor's Parcel Number: 037-490-06
The property address and other common designation, if any, of the
real property described above is purported to be: 15860 Hearst Road,
Willits, CA
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of
the property address and other common designation, if any, shown herein.
If no street address or other common designation is shown, directions
to the location of the property may be obtained by sending a written
request to the undersigned within 10 days of the date of first publication
of this Notice of Sale. The property heretofore described is being sold "as
is".
The total amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by
the property to be sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses and
advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of sale is:
$97,878.87.
In addition to cash, the Trustee will accept a cashier's check drawn on a
state or national bank, a check drawn by a state or federal credit union, or a
check drawn by a state or federal savings and loan association, savings
association or savings bank specified in Section 5102 of the
Financial Code and authorized to do business in this state. In the event
tender other than cash is accepted, the Trustee may withhold the issuance
of the Trustee's Deed until funds become available to the payee or
endorsee as a matter of right.
Said sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, express or
implied, regarding title, possession or encumbrances, to satisfy the
indebtedness secured by said Deed of Trust, advances thereunder,
with interest as provided therein, and the unpaid principal balance of the
Note(s) secured by said Deed of Trust with interest thereon as provided
in said Note(s), fees, charges and expenses of the trustee and the trusts
created by said Deed of Trust.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful
bidder's sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return of monies paid to the
Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse.
Dated. May 10, 2019
REDWOOD TRUST DEED SERVICES, INC., as said Trustee
ATTN: ROBERT CULLEN P.O. BOX 6875
SANTA ROSA, CA 95406-0875
By: ROBERT CULLEN, President
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on
this property lien, you should understand that there are risks involved in
bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien.
If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible
for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can
receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate
the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on
this property by contacting the county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this
information. If you consult either of these resources, you should be aware
that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on
the property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice
of sale may be postponed one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The law requires that information about trustee sale
postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to
those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date
has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you may call (714) 730-2727 or visit
this
Internet
Web
site: www.servicelinkASAP.com, using the
Trustee Sale number assigned to this file, T.S. #19017-PR. Information
about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close
in time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the
telephone information or on the Internet Web site. The best way to
verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale.
A-4693673

CLASSIFIEDS
$10 for 30 words for 2 weeks!
Brookside
Elementary
School
Transitional Kindergarten
(TK) and Kindergarten
enrollment going on now
at Brookside Elementary
School. Register online
at
www.Willitsunified.
com then call the office at
707-459-5385.

Computer Help
Need help with your
computer? I will come to
your home or business.
PC, Macintosh, Android
and
IOS
devices.
Repairs, configuration
and tutoring: $50/hr. Call
Liam 459-2470 or email
macamergin@yahoo.
com.

Event Spaces
Available
Event spaces available
at the Willits Center for
the Arts! • Great Room
• Classroom • Ceramic
Studio For inquiries,
email
manager@
willitscenterforthearts.
org or call 4591726. For additional
information visit: www.
willitscenterforthearts.
org/rentals

‘Experience
The Sound of Soul’
Tuesday, May 21, 6:00
to 7:00 p.m. at Willits
Center for the Arts, 71
E. Commercial Street.
Welcome to the worlds of
HU (pronounced hue), an
ancient, universal name
for God. This sacred
word can spiritually uplift
people of any religion,
culture, or walk of life.
It is freely given – a gift
beyond measure. Love
is love. And you are that.
HU is the Sound of Soul.
Information? Call April,
972-2475 or visit: www.
TheSoundofSoul.org

Help Wanted
AH-Home Health &
Hospice is looking to fill
the following positions:
full-time: RN and PT and
part-time or per diem:
OT, ST & HHA. Call
H/R Trudy at 707-4563230 or apply online at
adventisthealth.org.

Huge Gym Yard
Sale
Deep Valley Christian
School - One Day - Saturday, May 18 - 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. 8555 Uva
Drive, Redwood Valley.

Kitten Milk
Humane Society for
Inland
Mendocino
County needs Kitten Milk
Replacer for orphaned
kitties. Can you help?
KMR is available at
J.D. Redhouse or
Tropic Tails; bring to the
Redwood Valley shelter
or East Hill Vet.

Large Yard Sale
Large Yard Sale. Friday,
May 17, Saturday, May
18 & Sunday, May 19
at 1046 Poplar Avenue,
Willits. 9 am to 3 pm.

Office Space
for Rent
1 large space 3400’.
Several small offices
100’ & 270’. Call Megan
972-8776.

One Broody Hen
Would like to sit on
some eggs at your
coop!
Golden hen,
very motivated, despite
lack of rooster, to hatch
babies.
Interested?
Great. Call 972-7047.

RV/Trailer Space
for Rent
For Sale
1980 to 1990 Collectible
BARBIE Dolls. Call
707-459-9703,
leave
message.

Freezer Empty?
We can help!
John Ford Rancher’s
Choice Box- 50 pounds:
steaks, roasts, and
ground beef. Now $325
($6.50 per pound). Natural ranch-raised grass
fed beef, no hormones
or antibiotics. Call 4595193. Leave a message.

Help Wanted
Mortuary
Transport
Driver. On call, nights
and weekends. Must
have valid CDL and
pass a drug test. Pick up
an application at AnkerLucier Mortuary, 95 W
Commercial
Street,
Willits.

Space for RV’s and
Trailers
$425
per
month, includes water
& garbage. Close to
Safeway in Willits. Call
Tony (707) 510-5895.
See at “http://www.
oaknvine.net/tp”

SEWING AND
ALTERATIONS
Seamstress and Sewing
Teacher
Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:
Seamqueen.blog
707-367-6182, Willits

Include
your ad:
$10 for 30
words for
2 weeks!

willitsweekly@gmail.com

707-459-2426 (H)

707-354-0520 (C)

Publication dates: 05/16/2019, 05/23/2019, 05/30/2019

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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Dogg
From Page 3

At top, left: Dorothy L. Asbury, left, looks at her work while fellow photographer, Maria Steffen,
gazes at her portrait, “Genevieve.” At top, right: During the opening, slides from the photo club were
shown on the new large screen purchased with funds from a Community Foundation Grant. Above,
left: Dr. John Glyer, right, has fun explaining to fellow Willits Photography Club member Jerry
Albright how the male blue heron in his photograph was strutting during the bird’s mating dance.
Above, right: Mimi and Jack Booth from Ukiah discuss the cropping of June Ruckman’s photo of
“Death Valley Dunes.”

‘Chasing Light’

Willits Photography Club exhibit upstairs at WCA
Above, left: An attendee picks out a ripe strawberry from the beautiful and delicious array of
goodies provided by Lisa Davis from Scoops. Above, right: Diemut Bodenstein’s grandson, Oyster,
tries a strawberry for the first time. Below, left: “Sand Tufas at Navy Beach at Mono Lake” was
photographed by Volkhard Sturzbecher and printed on canvas. Below, right: Diemut Bodenstein
displays her powerful photograph taken at the Peace Garden in Hiroshima, Japan. At bottom:
Discussing photography around his photo collage, titled “Desert Dreams,” are photographer
Michael Steffen and Mimi Booth.

The Willits Photography Club pleasantly
surprised the community by having a
photography show this spring. Their
annual show was held just five months
ago in November and filled the WCA
main galleries with a variety of compelling
photographic styles and visions.
Nothing
was
scheduled this year
for May through July
upstairs in the Great
Room. One of the members talked to the
club about having a three-month show in
the spacious room to highlight new work
by club veterans along with work by new
club members. Out of almost 30 people in
the club, 17 wanted to participate, and 63
pieces of photographic work are gracing
the walls for their show, “Chasing Light.”
The opening party Saturday, May 11, was
lightly attended, and the people who came
were definitely photography enthusiasts.
Small groups formed in front of different
images or collections and talked about the
photographs or the artist. Many gathered
discussing photography in general and
exchanging ideas or thoughts. The
atmosphere was sparked with enthusiasm
for a subject that entrances many.
The photos from the 17 club members
were unique. Each is pursuing their own
vision. Each has a different background
of experiences, but all like being in the
photo club together, learning and sharing
their processes, ideas, and technical
information.
For June Ruckman, who’s been a
Ree Slocum

Features Writer
willitsweekly@gmail.com

Photos by Ree Slocum

member for about 10 years, joining the
club was a birthday present to herself. “I
liked the people and was kind of a lurker
for a long time. What I discovered when I
started opening up more, and sharing my
images, was that my photography took an
exponential leap in quality.”
Michael Steffen began taking his beautiful
images and framing them differently or
making a collage from a theme. His collage
“Desert Dream” is puzzled together from a
series of images he made in the Canyon
Lands of Utah. In “Desert Dream” Steffen
used a variety of angles when he cut his
foam-core backed images, increasing the
interest in his collection.
According to Volkhard Sturzbecher,
an educator and photographer from
Germany, the Willits Photography Club
has developed a reputation for being
“ambitious, knowledgeable and focused on
serious photography.” He joined the group
recently and is showing landscapes that
are inspired by art he created in Germany.
In Germany, Sturzbecher projected the
motion of dyes and crystals in a petri dish
on spheres. He presented the unusual
and dynamic action to scientists as well
as using it with pieces of art. He’s found it
impossible to get the ingredients for this in
the U.S. “Because of that, I had to re-find
myself,” he said. So he started going to
places that inspired him to do the kind of
observation he’d done in Germany.
Read the rest of

Over on Page 13

WCA

The Dogg House is
primarily a “take-out”
facility. However, there will
be some tables in the back
in case a customer would
like to sit and enjoy their
dogs before going back to
work (or school). The family
plans to grow their own hot
peppers and fresh herbs
out back, too.
For the time being,
they are sourcing their
sausage from a company in
Fairfield until they can find
a reasonable local supplier.
The buns will all come from
local bakery, Rollin’ Dough
– they’ve been working
together to create the
perfect custom bun.
The
Saarnis
are
additionally
working
on finding a local beef
supplier for a possible “Chili
Cheesesteak Fridays and/
or Saturdays” special. Two
types of vegetarian hot
dogs will also be available.
In order to finalize the
menu, the Saarnis had
a tasting with family and
friends and others who
wandered in from the street
on May 10 and 11. They
lined up 12 varieties of
brats, bangers, and other
types of sausages and
allowed the participants to
taste and rate the choices.
The final menu will consist
of: Chicken Apple, Polish,
Louisiana Hot, Andouille,
Kielbasa, Vegan Hot Italian
Sausages; All Beef and
49er Beef Frankfurters;
British Bangers; Bockwurst;
Bratwurst; and Vegan
Brats.
Also
offered:
potato salad, five types of
mustard, sauerkraut and
chili (if desired for chili
cheese dogs).
The Saarni family intends
to work The Dogg House
themselves at first, but are
open to hiring some young
counter help, depending
on how their venture goes
in the future. One of the
reasons they chose their
location at 42 South Main
Street is the proximity to
Willits High School. They
want to be able to provide
a quality and reasonably
priced snack or meal for
after school other than
sweets and sugary fare.
As a take-out place, they
will not provide plates, but
rather serve their meals in
paper wraps, eschewing
any plastic bags. The Dogg
House will be open initially
from 10:30 am to 8 pm every
day, and possibly later on
the weekends to serve the
patrons of Shanachie Pub.
The Saarnis are looking
forward to becoming part
of the Willits epicurean
landscape and making a
contribution to the wellbeing of the town.

The rest of

Dance
From Page 10

“Usually we would do a dance at
the school for the kids,” Patterson
continued, “but this time we wanted
to pick a place that everyone felt
comfortable coming to, large enough
to accommodate everyone. By
expanding it beyond just our students,
it opens up the possibility of raising
funds and creating a community
event.”
Of course there were prizes and
raffles, donated by generous parents
and businesses. Every guest was
given a raffle ticket for prizes which
were awarded throughout the evening.
Leda Jones donated a haircut at 707
Salon. Patterson donated two tickets to
any mainstage show, on behalf of the
Willits Community Theatre. TinaMarie
Spagnolo Silveira with Hillside Music
Studio gave two certificates with two
sessions each for vocal lessons.
Joey D Productions offered a music
CD from his extensive collection.
Kitty and Creek Norris offered kitchen
magnets by Magnetic Graffiti. The PTO
donated a Blosser Lane sweatshirt
and T-shirt.
In addition to thanking the raffle
sponsors, Patterson wishes to offer
her gratitude to other participants
who helped to make the evening a
memorable and ultimately enjoyable
event.
Calvary Chapel donated the wooden
backgrounds which were utilized by
local photographer Ron Greystar,
who, along with his daughter, Sky, and
friend, Alexis Blower, gave his time
and knowledge to create a fun photo
booth to help the attendees remember
the evening.
All the food was created by parents
and teachers of the PTO. The hanging
barn lights, which gave the proceeding
an authentic look and helped create
the mood, were loaned to the PTO by
Sam Reiter and William Byrne.
The iconic hay bales were loaned
by J.D. Redhouse and transported /
set up by Steve Marston. Patterson
would like to also thank Willits Weekly
for their support in raising awareness
of the event.
The success of the Barn Dance is
an example of how a school is able
to utilize support from the community
to create an event that is multigenerational. Parents and older Willits
people danced with children who
taught them the steps. It was a chance
for couples to get out on the dance
floor together and enjoy the eclectic
mix of sounds from many different
eras and genres, all of it moving and
danceable.
There was no alcohol. There was
no drama. There was only fun and
laughter.
“We really have a sense of
community,” Patterson expressed
appreciatively. “Everyone involved
with the event works together for other
community causes as well, and come
to think of it, we’re also good friends.
“We come together and offer
what we can for a good cause,” she
continued. “It’s really a beautiful thing.
We all have work and families. I hope
we can continue to work together like
this to make good things happen in the
future. That’s our goal.”

The rest of

WCA

The rest of

Beating

From Page 12
“You have the most stunning,
most fascinating, most mindblowing places here where you
can see really far. You can see
the various evolutionary stages
of [changes in the landscape
formations] next to each other.
I like to stay overnight and
photograph them with the
Milky Way in the background.”
Sturzbecher is also part of the
Ukiah Photography Club.
Jeff Goll is new to the Willits
area and decided to join the
Willits Photography Club. He
was inspired by the show’s
title, “Chasing Light,” and chose
previous work he processed
and printed from film in his
Chicago darkroom. His image
“Undulating River Reflection” is
the first image leading up the
stairs to the gallery and fits in
beautifully with the theme.
Sandy Strong has a long
history as an artist, starting
with painting in oils. Forty years
ago she changed to watercolor
painting and began using her
photographs as subjects for
paintings. “Now I just combine
them both,” she said. “I joined
the photo club. I like the people,
we share our work. And I love
looking at photos; I could do
that all day! It inspires you to do
more things.”
Willits Weekly’s Mathew
Caine joined the club because,
“It’s always good to have
comradery of like-minded
people, and no matter how
much you know, there’s always
more to learn. Also, being
exposed to other people’s
methods and techniques gives
you more possibilities.” Caine is
showing two new landscapes in
the show.
Adding a new dimension to the
photography display, was a slide
show of photo club members’
images being shown on a new,
large projection screen. The
screen was purchased with grant
money from the Mendocino
County Community Foundation
because attendance at Gary
Martin’s art talks has outgrown
the classroom downstairs. Now
they can be moved upstairs
when needed. Martin projects
images during his art history
presentations to illustrate artistic
styles and historical content.
“Chasing Light” will be in the
Great Room upstairs at the
WCA from now until late July.
Don’t miss the WCA’s 2019
Silent Auction
fundraiser:
The final bidding party is this
Saturday, May 17, starting at
6 pm. The volume and quality
of art available for auction is
stunning; check out the options
during regular gallery hours,
11 am to 5 pm, Wednesday
through Sunday.
The Willits Photography Club
meets the second Saturday
of the month from 10 am until
noon at the Art Center. Anyone
interested in photography is
welcome to join.

From Page 1
McIvor, a friend of the couple.
After becoming enraged with the
woman, Young reportedly pushed
her out of the car, then grabbed
her around the neck and choked
her, according to sheriff’s Sgt. Mike
Dygert. When she began screaming
for help, Young allegedly covered
her mouth to quiet her screams.
Her cries were heard by a
neighbor, who called police; a
short time later Willits Police
Department officers arrived at the
house, Dygert said, responding to a
mutual aid request by the Sheriff’s
Office, whose deputies were busy
investigating an armed robbery in
the Spy Rock area.
The woman reportedly assured
WPD officers everything was all
right because she feared further
assaults by Young and McIvor,
Dygert explained. But as soon as
the officers left, Young and McIvor
took turns spitting, punching and
kicking her.
The woman reportedly fought
back and attempted to leave, but
McIvor blocked the doors. He also
allegedly burnt one of the adult
The rest of

Stamped

From Page 5

leading up to Saturday’s collection,
and Willits Post Office supervisor
Josh Vanatta noted that all the mail
trucks came back at least more
than half full with bags of donations
that Saturday. Additional donations
were accepted over the counter
at the post office’s front desk, and
multiple calls to the food bank were
made to request several pick-up
trips from the post office’s loading
dock, even through Tuesday, as
donations continued to roll in.
“We definitely had more
donations than last year, I’d guess
over 150 bags were collected,” said
Vanatta. “And we’re pleased that
they will go a long way to helping
feed people here in Willits. That’s
one of the things I really appreciate
about this food drive: It’s really very
local. All the goods stay right here,
and, while the drive is hard work
indeed, we are all proud to be a
part of helping our community this
way.”
“I want to make sure to give a
huge thank you to all those who
donated,” said WCS’s Hart. “But
The rest of

Noodles

female’s hands with a lit cigarette
and threatened her with death
should she report the incident to
law enforcement.
After waiting until Young and
McIvor were distracted, the woman
managed to escape and drove
herself to the hospital.
Investigating deputies observed
the woman’s clothing was ripped
and torn, and she had suffered
“visible injures to [her] face and
eyes and had a burn mark on the
palm of one hand, Dygert said.
Deputies went to the Oriole Drive
home, where they placed Young
and McIvor under arrest.
Young was arrested on suspicion
of felony domestic violence battery;
McIvor was arrested on suspicion
of felony false imprisonment,
misdemeanor assault and battery,
and violating probation.
The men were taken to county
jail. Young was released after
posting $25,000 bail; McIvor was
being held in lieu of $70,000 bail.
This report was based on a press
release from the Mendocino County
Sheriff’s Office.

also and especially to all the postal
workers who made it possible. This
was the first year they handed out
bags before the drive, and we know
that takes extra work and extra
time, as does the pick-up efforts of
the actual donations.
“We want them to know that we
really appreciate their extra work,
especially our own letter carrier,
Rebecca, who went out of her
way to check in with us multiple
times and make sure that we had
everything and that all was in
place.”
While the total poundage
gathered is still being tallied, the
consensus on the success of this
year’s Stamp Out Hunger drive
was: A definitive win, for everyone.
If you missed donating through
the drive, Willits Community
Services and Food Bank is always
willing to take financial or other
non-perishable donations directly
at their main location: 229 East
San Francisco Avenue. Get more
information on how you can help by
calling them directly at 459-3333.

From Page 1

“We’re looking forward to next year, and hope to have some additional
special things to mark the 40th year of the feed.”
Over 300 people were served, earning the department over $3,000.
Patrons who attended enjoyed a meat or veggie sauce atop a heaping pile
of noodles. Garlic bread and salad were served alongside. Desserts were
available, if you got there fast enough: By the time the 6 pm rush came,
there were just a few scoops of Jello left.
T-shirts and other Brooktrails Fire Department goodies were available to
purchase to donate additionally. Kids enjoyed bouncing in the jump house
stationed next to DJ Mike Tobin’s music booth outside the community
center. Patrons were also welcome to check out the department’s new
water tender which was stationed out front.
“Thank you to all who attended,” said Noyer. “We all appreciate the
support of the department and look forward to seeing everyone again next
year!”

CALLING ALL VENDORS

Looking for Vendors for our

FLEA
MARKET
Saturday, June 8, 2019

BUD GARMAN

8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

C O N S T R U C T I O N

S E R V I C E S ,

I N C

Lic# 679517

SPACES ARE $25.00 (Due at time of registration.)
Contact Deb Holcomb - 459-6826

To be held at:

Harrah
Senior Center

Hot Dogs
Root Beer Floats
and Baked Goods

707-459-5859
Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development
Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

1501 Baechtel Road
Willits • 459-6826
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The rest of

Council
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out while battling the 2017 Redwood Fire.
The council unanimously approved
allowing City Manager Stephanie GarrabrantSierra to sign off on the project.

The rest of

METALfx

Agape
Bible Church

290 S. Lenore Ave.
Willits,CA 95490
Where love is first
and the Bible is central.
Sunday Services:
9:15 a.m. - Bible Class,
adult & children
11:00 a.m. - Worship
Awana: Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.
Info? 707-459-1905
www.agapebiblechurch.com

Amazing Grace
Assembly of God Church
803 Coast Street
P.O. Box 489, Willits
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Pastor, Bill Nobles
Information: 456-9668
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

Eckankar: The Path
of Spiritual Freedom

i•Sound of Soul events
i•Membership Discourses
i•Spiritual Discussions
i•ECK Light & Sound Services
More information?
Call 707-456-9934

Grace Community
Church

Celebrating Life In Christ
25 Hazel Street, Willits
Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service &
Children’s Church - 11 a.m.
Mid-week Bible Studies
Potluck every 2ND Sunday
Alan Klier, Lead Pastor
459-3106
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Above, from left: Brent Madison, laser operator, loads parts into the Bystronic laser cutting machine for a secondary
operation. Stacks of radiant floor heating panels are processed and ready for shipment. Evelyn Gonzalez removes a silk
screened part from the conveyor oven

have been with us at least 20 years. Several of
these are employees who came in fresh from
high school, started on the floor, and worked
their way up to management.”

Gordon arrived when things were at its worst, he
saved METALfx from extinction. I was fortunate
enough to join at a time with the company ready
for growth,” said Moss.

The ownership change was announced April
19, via a joint press release from METALfx and
new owners Montage Partners, a private equity
firm based in Scottsdale, Arizona.

By “saving” METALfx, Moss was referring
to a major downturn at the company 20 years
ago, when the company was dependent on one
large customer, and lost that business. Now the
company is diversified across industries, and
with many different customers.

Moss has been working in Willits for two years
now; Gordon Short, who served as president at
METALfx for 19 years, will remain a shareholder
of the company and a member of the board of
directors going forward.
“We’re thrilled to be partnering with Henry
Moss, Gordon Short and the long-standing
management team at METALfx, and to support
the company as it makes additional investments
in people, technology and equipment to better
serve its customers,” said Rob Wolfman, comanaging partner at Montage.

“Our message to the local community,”
Moss said, “is that diversification didn’t happen
overnight. The community can thank Gordon,
who saved the company after losing that major
customer.”
Gutierrez describes the diversification as
“something that’s sustainable. We’re not going
away if there’s some huge disaster in one
company or industry,” she said. “We’re going to
keep going and keep growing.”

A smooth transition between ownerships in
the companies it invests in is a point of pride
for Montage Partners. At METALfx, a transition
has also been in the works during the two years
since Moss came on board. He came from
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, with a manufacturing
background that included “significant growth” in
companies he was managing.

“We’re managed very differently now,” Moss
added. “We have a 10-year lease in place, and
we’re here to stay.”

“The transition from Gordon to me has been
very deliberate,” Moss said. “We wanted the
employees and customers to feel comfortable.

Products the company is working on include
analyzers that are an integral part of the new 5G
network; broiler parts for the fast food industry;

METALfx now has customers spread across
many industries including medical laboratory
testing equipment, food and beverage,
transportation, technology, healthcare, semiconductors, general industrial, and more.

parts for inter-city and urban trains; equipment
and surgery tables for hospital operating rooms;
parts for low and high voltage electrical boxes;
radiant floor heating; and wooden components
for high-end speakers.
The company is referred to as a “contract
manufacturing company” or “CM,” with an
“engineering first” ethos. “The customer has a
drawing of what they want, the concept, and
we turn that into manufacturing programs and
processes to achieve the result the customer
wants,” Moss said.
How the press release puts it is: “METALfx
is a leading provider of precision sheet metal
fabrications, enclosures, assemblies, and
complex wood composition components across
a variety of industries.”
The company’s plant in Willits is their sole
manufacturing facility, but they have a sales
office in Fremont. “The majority of our customers
are in the Bay Area,” Moss said. “We have two
trucks that deliver daily to the Bay Area.”
METALfx is currently seeking accounting,
engineering, general office staff, welders, CNC
and manual machinists, customer service,
and general labor production employees.
Applications can be submitted online at www.
metalfx.com, in person at 200 North Lenore
Avenue in Willits, or emailed to bjg@metalfx.
com, or call the company at 459-9451 for more
information.

“It’s a 200-foot swath where the small trees
are thinned or removed,” said Patten. “The
brush is removed. The ground is basically
left intact. Large trees are limbed up 10 feet.
That way, if a ground fire is coming across,
it doesn’t climb into the canopies. It doesn’t
walk up the ladder fuels which are those
dead branches.
“And if we have a fire progressing such
as the Redwood [Fire] … we have a place
where the air tanker retardant’s going to
get to the ground – the canopy’s broken
up. We can put people out there. We also
know – and it’s in our map books – that the
defensible space is there.”
The projects will be funded by the state
thanks to a March declaration of emergency
signed by California Gov. Gavin Newsom in
an attempt to speed up prevention efforts
before the next fire season.
Patten added while the fuel breaks will be
funded and managed by CalFire, they will be
created in conjunction with others from the
community, and their input is welcomed.
“We are meeting with the public,” he said.
“The Pine Mountain Fire Safe Council is very
active in this. It’s a community effort; we’re
just bringing in the equipment to do it.”
The project will move forward with a
“streamlined” version of the California
Environmental Quality Act process,
according to Patten, and after permission is
obtained from all private landowners where
the work is planned.
The quicker environmental process
was made possible as part of Newsom’s
emergency declaration, but Patten said the
CalFire team will be taking great care to
not adversely affect any waterways and will
minimize other environmental impacts as
well.
“We’re going to use a masticator head on
an excavator, so it has a pretty good reach,”
he said. “There will be very little damage
to the ground because the grousers on the
track are mild compared to a bulldozer.”

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

61 W. San Francisco Ave.
Willits, CA 95490
Father Aaron Bandanadam
Mass times:
Saturday confessions - 4:45 p.m.
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass 9:00 a.m. English
10:30 a.m. Spanish
We welcome All Walks of Faith

Photos by Jennifer Poole

St. Francis
Episcopal Church

Garrabrant-Sierra said the city had been
unable to obtain a “greenhouse gas grant” to
fund a shaded fuel break in the Willits area,
but “almost simultaneously” learned Newsom
had signed the emergency legislation which
– after projects were prioritized – “put into
place a shaded fuel break that was almost
identical to the one we applied for.”
Patten described to the council the
locations and paths of the fuel breaks.

1 North Main Street, Willits
707-459-3066
Church Services/Communion
& Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Healing Prayer 3rd Sunday
ALL ARE WELCOME
The Rev. Betsy Bruneau

St. John
Lutheran Church
Karl Bliese, Pastor
Church Service:
Sunday 10:00 to 11:00
Bible Study/Sunday School
following the service.
(707) 459-2988
24 Mill Creek Drive
ALL ARE WELCOME

At top, left: Henry Moss, president of METALfx, stands at the shelves showing some products
the company makes. At top, right: Sheet metal parts are neatly stacked in a basket prior to going
through a multiple-step cleaning process. Above, from left: Juan Mercado-Mendoza, Weld Shop lead,
loads a shipping container with fast food broiler components. METALfx uses punches of all shapes,
sizes and functions to fabricate its metal parts. Francisco “Paco” Gonzalez, welder, works on a
frame in the weld shop. Below: Jacob Brown, general manager of operations, leads a
tour of METALfx.

Willits Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

399 W. Mendocino Avenue
707-459-5714
Sabbath School - 9:15 a.m.
Worship Serivice - 10:45 a.m.
1st Sabbath of every month
family potluck at the school.
22751 Bray Road, Willits

“The Willits project basically is a shaded
fuel break near the beginning of the airport
off of Poppy Drive in Brooktrails, down the
old haul road to the mill site along [Highway]
101, over the top and along Schow Road.
The shaded fuel break … is 100 feet from
the center line of the roads on both sides.”
“The other identifiable location was along
a contingency line we actually put in with
bulldozers during the Redwood Complex a
couple years ago.”
The other fuel break starts by the city
watershed property near Highway 101
just south of Willits, he said, and “goes all
the way up and ties into the old Boy Scout
Road, winds around Boy Scout Road, takes
off at Mariposa Creek, and ends up at Tomki
[Road]. We have a shaded fuel break from
[Highway] 101 to Tomki, going east and west
across the whole piece.”
Patten added he and his Mendocino Unit
team were asked to identify three potential
projects in the area which could most use
fuel breaks, and submitted the two-part
Willits plan along with plans for Laytonville
and Ukiah.

Willits United Methodist

A Christ centered, progressive church
ALL ARE WELCOME
286 School St. (at Pine)
Rev. Rosemary Landry, pastor
Worship Celebration
Sundays - 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School - 11:15 a.m.
459-2855
Facebook: www.facebook.com

“The Willits and the Ukiah Valley projects
were accepted at our Sacramento office and
funded,” he said.
CalFire identified 35 “priority fuel reduction
projects” throughout the state in a report
earlier this year, which included ones in the
Willits and Ukiah area.

If you want to be included in
this column please call:

April Tweddell
(707) 972-2475
april@willitsweekly.com

JOHN WICK:
POKEMON:
RIO2PIKACHU
TRANSCENDENCE
CHAPTER 3
DETECTIVE
57 East Commercial Street - Willits

707-459-NOYO (6696)
www.noyotheatre.com

VIDEO GAMES
THE BIG SCREEN
NextONWeek:
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

ALADDIN (2019)

(R) 2 hrs 10 mins
(PG 13) 2 hrs
Fri:
5:45 & 8:45pm
Sat:
2:45, 5:45 & 8:45pm
Sun:
1:45, 4:45 & 7:45pm
Mon-Thurs:
4:45 & 7:45pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel Movie
thru
5/23
MovieTimes
Timesfor
for5/17
4/18
- 4/24
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Shaded fuel breaks are created essentially
by removing smaller vegetation in a section
of land to reduce the impact of potential
wildfires and the speed at which they can
spread in an area.

Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

(PG) 1 hr 44 mins
(G) 1hr 45mins
Fri:
3:40, 6:00 & 8:20pm
Sat:
1:20, 3:40, 6:00 & 8:20pm
Sun:
12:20, 2:40, 5:00 & 7:20pm
Mon-Thurs:
5:00 & 7:20pm

AVENGERS:
CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier
ENDGAME

(PG13) 3 hrs 2 mins
(PG 13) 2hr 16mins
Fri:
4:30 & 8:15pm
Sat:
12:45, 4:30 & 8:15pm
Sun:
11:45 am, 3:30 & 7:15pm
Mon-Thurs:
7:15pm only

Tightwad
Tuesday
Titles
for May
21st are
are in
inRED
RED-- All
All tickets:
tickets: $5
$5
This Week’s
Tightwad
Tuesday
Titles

Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490
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According to that report the Willits project
will help protect nearly 12,000 acres and
more than 13,000 residents.
The report said the criteria for selecting
priority fuel reduction areas included not only
“physical wildfire risks,” but also “vulnerability
magnified by socioeconomic factors such as
population age, car ownership, and lack of
egress corridors.”
The high-hazard areas are being expedited
for fire protection projects as part of a
strategy by Newsom and state fire officials
to be more proactive in preventing wildfire
damage, in light of the spate of destructive
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California fires in recent years.
“Some of these projects quite literally –
not figuratively – could take two years to
get done, but we can get them done in the
next two months,” Newsom announced after
signing the emergency declaration. “The fire
season is right around the corner, and we
cannot once again be [caught] flat-footed.”
In all, the work will cover about 94,000
acres statewide and will benefit more than
200 communities, according to state officials.
Councilmember Greta Kanne asked
Patten if any other local areas would be
considered for fuel break work.
“For now, we’re biting off what we can
chew,” Patten responded. “We have until
December 1 to have this completed. And to
be honest with you, I’ve been a firefighter
for almost 31 years, and I’ve never done
something like this. So between me and the
resource management, and our people that
do contracting, we’re muddling through it.
“We have a map … that had X’s all over
it, and it’s not something I want to put up
because we don’t know if we’re going to get
to that now or next year,” he added.
Little Lake Fire Chief Chris Wilkes noted
that during discussions at a recent meeting
in Brooktrails that included Patten and a
county deputy CEO, other possible locations
for fuel break creations were discussed.
“We discussed secondary lines and other
areas where we would like to do the same
sort of project that didn’t make the hit list
they’re working on now that are primary
areas,” said Wilkes. “There are other areas
in our valley we’re looking at.... They’ll be on
a secondary list where hopefully we can do
them at some point.”

EDFC presentation
Heather Gurewitz, executive director of
EDFC, the Economic Development and
Finance Corporation, gave a presentation
to the council, summarizing some of the
successes the local organization has had in
its history, and encouraging residents to take
advantage of the loan programs offered.
She said EDFC may be able to give loans
to people looking to finance their businesses
who are unable to secure loans from banks
– generally at much lower rates than those
offered by credit card companies and online
lenders. Loans can range from $10,000 to
$250,000.
EDFC was formed in 1995 as a partnership
between the county and the four incorporated
Mendocino County cities (Willits, Ukiah, Fort
Bragg and Point Arena), with the goal of
stimulating economic development in the
area through loans and other activities. It
now offers services in Mendocino and Lake
counties.
Since it began, Gurewitz said EDFC has
lent more than $6.3 million and brought in
about $3.8 million in grant funds, including
around $1.3 million in just the last year.
She said while much of the lending has
gone to businesses around Ukiah and Fort
Bragg, EDFC is hoping to add staff this year
and offer more outreach to smaller towns
and rural areas.
“There’s still people out there who don’t
know we exist,” she said. “A lot of them are
using high-interest credit from credit card
companies or online lenders. What we offer
really builds a lot more for those businesses
and gives them a much better chance than
the high-interest credit. So we’d like to tap
into that community.”
Some of the businesses that have utilized
EDFC funding include The Dragon’s Lair
in Ukiah, the Boonville Market, Silver’s at
The Wharf, Mendocino Solar Service, and
Yokayo Ranch
“I’m excited about the direction we’re going
and the work we’re doing,” said Gurewitz.
She also recommended anyone in the
county interested in starting a businesses
should first contact the West Business
Development Center, which offers free
consultations and advising sessions.
You can find out more about the EDFC
at www.edfc.org, and more about the West
Center at www.westcenter.org

$260,000 urban forestry grant
While running through a long list of city
goals and achievements, City Manager
Garrabrant-Sierra announced the city had
obtained a grant to plant around 100 trees
in Willits.
“We’ve been talking a lot about how can
we get money to do Main Street?” she said.
“And one of the biggest things people were
worried about is: ‘How are we going to plant
more trees on Main Street because we’ve
lost all these beautiful trees?’
“I’m really happy to say we got our tree
grant.”
The $260,000 “urban forestry” grant
will enable the city to plant 25 trees along
Main Street and around 75 trees at parks
and elsewhere in the city, according to
Garrabrant-Sierra. It will also fund an “urban
forestry education program” for the city.
Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047

CalFire investigators say PG&E
power lines started Camp Fire

Submitted by CalFire, Sacramento

May 15, 2019 – The Camp Fire in Butte
County, started the morning of November
8, 2018, and burned a total of 153,336
acres, destroying 18,804 structures
and resulting in 85 civilian fatalities and
several firefighter injuries. The Camp Fire
is the deadliest and most destructive fire
in California history.
CalFire investigators were immediately
dispatched to the Camp Fire and began
working to determine the origin and
cause of the fire. After a very meticulous
and thorough investigation, CalFire has
determined that the Camp Fire was
caused by electrical transmission lines
owned and operated by Pacific Gas and
Electricity, located in the Pulga area.
The fire started in the early morning
hours near the community of Pulga in
Butte County. The tinder-dry vegetation
and “red flag” conditions consisting of
strong winds, low humidity, and warm
temperatures promoted this fire and
caused extreme rates of spread, rapidly
burning into Pulga to the east and west
into Concow, Paradise, Magalia and the

outskirts of east Chico.
The investigation identified a second
ignition site near the intersection of
Concow Road and Rim Road. The cause
of the second fire was determined to be
vegetation into electrical distribution lines
owned and operated by PG&E. This fire
was consumed by the original fire which
started earlier near Pulga.
During 2018 there were more than
7,571 wildfires that burned over 1.8
million acres within the state of California.
The Camp Fire investigative report has
been forwarded to Butte County District
Attorney Mike Ramsey. For any questions
related to the Camp Fire investigation,
contact Ramsey at 530-538-7411 or
atmramsey@buttecounty.net or mnoel@
buttecounty.net.
Californians must remain vigilant
and be prepared for wildfire. For more
information on how to be prepared, visit
www.readyforwildfire.org or www.fire.
ca.gov. CalFire also offers a free Ready
for Wildfire app for IPhones and Android
phones.

Covelo man arrested for choking girlfriend
A 51-year-old Covelo man was arrested
May 11 after his 31-year-old girlfriend
flagged down sheriff’s deputies in the
76000 block of Highway 162 to report a
physical assault.
The woman told deputies Robert
Hanover had attacked and choked her
at about 7:30 pm on May 9 after seeing
her talking with another man at their Hull
Mountain property, according to sheriff’s
Sgt. Joseph DeMarco. The woman and
Hanover have been in a cohabitating and
dating relationship for about two years.
Deputies learned the female and
Hanover’s 13-year-old son were at their
residence located in the Hull’s Valley area
of Covelo.
Hanover, who was allegedly intoxicated
at the time, began yelling at the
woman, then grabbed her by the throat
with both hands and choked her into
The rest of

Sherwood

unconsciousness, DeMarco said.
When she came to, she fled on foot.
During the alleged attack, Hanover’s
13-year-old son tried to get him to stop
choking the woman, DeMarco added.
Deputies observed “traumatic injuries to
the woman’s right eye and ear,” DeMarco
said, and she also complained of pain “on
the right side of her head near the right
ear.”
Deputies located Hanover sitting in his
vehicle and arrested him on suspicion
of felony domestic battery. He was
later also arrested on suspicion of child
endangerment.
Hanover was booked into county jail.
Bail was set at $25,000.
This report was based on a press release
from the Mendocino County Sheriff’s
Office.
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us,” but as far as residents of Brooktrails
and other communities out Sherwood
Road, he said, “We’re in this together.”
The Sherwood Firewise Communities
Expo was filled with activities and
information, with food, children’s activities,
music, raffle prizes, panel discussions and
workshops, and vendor and info booths in
the parking lot.
Willits Weekly attended the afternoon
panel discussion on evacuation planning
with Rick Ehlert of the Mendocino County
Office of Emergency Services, Third
District Supervisor John Haschak, and
CalFire Howard Forest Battalion Chief Tod
Patten.
Supervisor Haschak started off the
discussion: “We’ll be doing a lot in the
next four months to ensure that it’s not
just Sherwood going out, that there’s other
options,” he said, referring to Brooktrails’
status as a community with only one way
out in case of disaster: Sherwood Road.
“We’ve been meeting with Little Lake
Fire Department, Brooktrails Fire, CalFire
and the county, and all the agencies are
working together to look at what’s going
on.”
The Willits Fuel Reduction Project,
funded by the state, plans to create two
shaded fuel breaks in the Willits area, one
along the old Firco Road from the old mill
site north of Willits up to the northeast
corner of Brooktrails and the Willits Airport.
Battalion Chief Patten said he’d gotten
memorandums of understanding signed
with five landowners along the route, and
expected the work to start soon. Deadline
for completion is December 1.
Echoing the Brooktrails and Willits fire
chiefs, Patten said his preference was to
use the Firco Road route as emergency
access for first responders and defensible
space for firefighters, not as an emergency
exit route for residents. But he said: “That’s
not anything that’s been decided.”
In case the Sheriff’s Office called for an
evacuation, under that plan, both lanes
of Sherwood Road would be open to a
“double file” of down traffic, with Willits
Police Department officers directing traffic
at the bottom of the road.
Audience member Dave Beebe, during
the Q&A after the panel, asked about what
was happening with the “straight shot” to
town from Brooktrails: down the old railroad
line going to Mill Creek. “It’s drivable now,”
Beebe said, suggesting the route – which
extends across private property – could be

Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com

improved with $300,000 to $400,000 and
in six to eight weeks. Brooktrails Township
has a sewer easement along that route.
Landowners had been reluctant to
open the route to the public for a walking
or bike trail in the past but reportedly are
“amenable” to the idea of signing an MOU
for another emergency route out. “It is
being discussed,” Haschak said. “We are
working on it.”
Ehlert from the OES announced that
the county was in the running for two
hazard mitigation grants for “all hazard
sirens.” “From what we’ve heard, we’re
pretty competitive,” he said. “A siren is
not the silver bullet,” he said, especially
in hilly areas like Brooktrails: “The trees
muffle it quite a bit,” he said. “it won’t notify
everybody.”
The county did receive a donation from
the Scripps Institute of fire cameras – “the
modern version of a fire lookout,” Ehlert
said. “They’re not early warning systems,
but they do create situational awareness.”
The cameras should be arriving soon,
Ehlert said, and will be installed at existing
county antenna sites, where there are
already emergency generators. Like any
other webcam, the public will be able to
stream and view the images from cameras
online.
Other issues that came up during
the Q&A were whether the trees along
Sherwood Road would fall and block
evacuation, or whether there were plans
to create areas – like the big field and
parking lot near Sherwood School – where
residents could shelter in place.
Should evacuees should turn off
their power before they leave, lock their
owners, open their windows, shut off their
propane tank? The consensus was “No.”
if residents receive an evacuation order,
they should “just get out” and “grab and
get out.”
“If you can leave a notice that you’ve
already evacuated,” Battalion Chief Patten
said, “that’s very helpful.”
Panelists urged the public to visit
CalFire’s www.readysetgo.com for wildfire
tips, and to sign up to both the local
emergency notification systems. Sign
up for Mendocino County’s primary alert
system, “MendoAlert,” at https://member.
everbridge.net/index/892807736722865#/
signup or sign up for Nixle alerts in your
area by texting your zip code to “888777.”
For more information on Sherwood
Firewise, visit www.sherwoodfirewise.org
or email info@sherwoodfirewise.org.
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Emergency Services
inspired by your love

Alana and
Rory Hastings

For life’s precious moments, you don’t want to miss
Life is filled with magical moments and we are inspired by your ability to embrace them.
That’s why at Adventist Health Howard Memorial, we are prepared for the moments you
need us most. Our emergency room features short wait times, private rooms and a team
of experienced physicians and nurses ready to act fast. And with telemedicine connectivity
to UC Davis Pediatrics, you can have the best technology and expertise within reach so you
can get back to making those precious memories sooner.
DeCamp

To Eureka

Alana Hastings brought her three-year old son,
Rory to Adventist Health Howard Memorial’s
ER due to severe swelling. Thanks to the staff and
with help from pediatric experts from UC Davis,
they were able to diagnose and treat Rory’s
serious infection.
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To San Francisco

Alana is grateful for the coordination between the
two hospitals and the ability to have access to
experts locally. “It helps that we didn’t have to drive
four hours for a diagnosis. That reassurance and
not having to worry is just priceless especially
for a first time parent.”

Learn more at adventisthealth.org/
howard-memorial
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