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Open 
enrollment 
for Obamacare 

ends February 15
For people without health 

insurance, now is the time 
to sign up for Covered 
California, the insurance 
exchange implementing 
the Affordable Care Act, or 
Obamacare, in California.

Open Enrollment is 
available through February 
15, 2015, and coverage 
offers many benefits, says 
Mendocino County’s Health 
and Human Services 
Agency.

“First, if a health disaster 
strikes, having health 
insurance can prevent 
financial ruin,” a press 
release from HHSA says. 
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Giants Trophy Tour 
comes to Willits

In baseball history, the San Francisco Giants winning three World 
Series championships in five years is noteworthy, and having all three 
Giants trophies in town Friday was a big deal for Willits, too.

The Giants Trophy Tour stop in Willits last week 
was a money-raiser for the Willits Junior Giants 
program that brought in $1,002 in donations at 
the door.

It was the third stop on the trophy circuit that 
kicked off in Sacramento last Wednesday.

Giants fans, many dressed in their finest Giants clothing, jerseys, 
T-shirts, ball caps, autographed jerseys, and orange shoelaces, waited 
for a photo opportunity with the trophies.

Above: 
Willits 
Police 
Chief 
Gerry 
Gonzalez, 
City 
Manager 
Adrienne 
Moore, 
Mayor 
Bruce 
Burton, 
Deputy 
City 
Clerk 
Cathy 
Sanders, 
and 
Finance 
Director 
Susie 
Holmes.

The annual Willits Rotary Club all-you-can-eat crab, 
minestrone soup, salad, and bread fundraising dinner is set 
for this Saturday night, January 17, at 6 pm at the Willits 
Community Center, 111 East Commercial Street. 

This year’s event features live music by Ed Rinehart on the 
piano and Bear Kamoroff on the bass, as well as a no host 
bar. Also this year, for the first time, the Willits Rotary Club will 
hold a quarter auction at the event: “Bring all your quarters 
and be prepared for a good time!” Rotarian Ann Alumbaugh 
laughed. 

Many great items will be auctioned off, including a load of 
rock from Northern Aggregates, a septic pump servicing from 

Jim Pinches, a basket of wine, a metal animal sculpture from 
Willits Furniture, and gift baskets containing everything from 
gardening goods to ice cream.

The proceeds from the fundraiser will be divided between 
the old and young: half to the Willits Senior Center and half for 
scholarships for high school seniors in Willits.

Tickets are $4, and there are still tickets available. Rotarian 
Ann Alumbaugh asked anyone still needing a ticket to please 
contact her or any other Rotary Club member as soon 
as possible: tickets can be delivered, or held at the door. 
Alumbaugh can be reached at 459-1440. Tickets are also 
available at the Harrah Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.

Grab Some Crab

Kathy and Mike Tobin enjoy a quick pic 
with the SF Giants World Series triplets.

Junior Giant and fan Brannon Petersen 
and Jim Haggett.

Keleigh, Davin, Tadd & Quinn Schadeck.

Eli and Justin Mosher, Brie and Emma 
Jones, Rich Venturi, Kim Chin and Jake 
Jones. Baby Emma’s first World Series 
win! Go Giants!

Left: Willits City Council members, 
from left to right: Ron Orenstein, Larry 
Stranske, Madge Strong, Holly Madrigal 
and Mayor Bruce Burton.
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Community 
ponders 

educational 
choices

Two dozen community 
members – parents, 
teachers, school 
administrators and longtime 
school activists – gathered 
in the Willits High School 
media center Tuesday 
evening to discuss how to 
better educate the district’s 
young people. 

An underlying motif of 
the January 13 discussion 
was the conviction that 
the Career Technical 
Education program (CTE, 
or vocational education) 
at Willits High School is 
currently inadequate, and 
needs to be strengthened 
and expanded. 

However, Willits Unified 
Superintendent Patricia 
Johnson was careful to 

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Woodhouse  
to push for 

more
WHS shop 
opportunities

Third District Supervisor 
and longtime community 
volunteer Tom Woodhouse 
appeared at last week’s 
school board meeting for 
two reasons. 

First, Woodhouse 
received a congratulatory 
plaque from the district at 
the Wednesday, January 7 
meeting for his decades of 
volunteer involvement at 
Willits High School. 

Woodhouse also used the 
occasion to tell the board 
of trustees he is unhappy 
with how the school has 
been using its $1.3 million 

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Brooktrails to 
look for 

water 

The Brooktrails board of 
directors has authorized 
General Manager Denise 
Rose to sign a funding 
agreement with the state 
of California for $60,000 
to fund preliminary 
seismic testing of land in 
the township’s greenbelt 
for potential sources of 
underground water. 

The funds are 
available from the 
California Department 
of Public Health’s Public 
Water System Drought 
Emergency Response 
Program. 

The plan is to use 
seismoelectric technology 
to “sound” approximately 
30 sites in Brooktrails’ 
2,500-acre greenbelt 
as a potential source of 

Mike A’Dair
Reporter
mike@willitsweekly.com

Board lays  
out 2015 

legislative 
agenda

Sustainable groundwater 
management, Affordable 
Care Act funding protection, 
and proactive preparation 
for cannabis legalization 
are some of the newest 
issues outlined in the state-
level legislative agenda for 
Mendocino County’s board 
of supervisors in 2015.

The agenda, 
unanimously approved 
January 6, establishes 
a slate of issues under 
County Policy 19 to guide 
supervisorial actions. The 
agenda reflects “the county 
priorities for legislative 
advocacy, state and federal 
funding, and issues of 

Kate Maxwell
Reporter
kate@willitsweekly.com

Lobbyist says  
medical

pot legislation 
will pass this year

Hezekiah Allen, executive 
director and chairman 
of the Emerald Growers 
Association, a trade group 
for cannabis farmers, 
believes the California 
Legislature will almost 
certainly pass a medical 
cannabis regulation bill in 
2015.

At a strategy session 
held by the growers 
association at Harwood 
Hall in Laytonville on 
December 18, Allen urged 
local growers and their 
allies to remain “focused” 

Jane Futcher
Contributing Writer
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Amanda Mason, 17, Senior at Willits High School
“I’ve never done anything like this before, but I’m excited 

for the fun experience,” said Amanda Mason, contestant 
for the 2015 title of Miss Mendocino County. 

Trying something new and, hopefully, enjoying the title, 
tiara and scholarship awarded to the winner all motivated 
her to try out for the contest. Each contestant must run 
on a platform, and Mason chose to focus on “Stand Up 
Week,” something she participated in during her middle 
school years, also. 

Stand Up Week encourages students to find and 
highlight a global issue (hunger, animal abuse, etc.) 

and raise awareness on a local level. During her middle 
school years, Mason focused on hunger and held a food 
drive, earning around $800 that was donated to Willits 
Community Services and Food Bank. 

This year, she plans on focusing on hunger again.
Currently, Mason is going around to local businesses 

collecting sponsorships, and is also attending meetings 
with the pageant mentors, to work on her interview, her 
talent and the dos-and-don’ts of the contest. 

Mason will showcase her dancing skills for the talent 
portion of the contest; Willits dancer Jaclyn Christian is 
helping Mason choreograph her routine. 

“I’ve been cheering on the Cheer Squad for nine years,” 
explained Mason. “I haven’t really focused solely on 
dancing, but I’m really enjoying it and enjoying working 
with Jaclyn.”

In her other free time, Mason plays on the softball team, 
hangs out with her friends, walks her dogs and watches 
movies, sometimes binge watching “Vampire Diaries” or 
“House.” 

“I want to thank my mom, Liesl Hendrix, for supporting 
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LOVE THIS PAPER?
WANT TO HELP SUPPORT WILLITS WEEKLY?

Become a one-time or ongoing community supporter!
Eternal gratitude and more fabulous editions offered in return!

No PayPal account needed!
Just donate like a regular

online transaction!
www.WillitsWeekly.com

PayPal
Our P.O. BOX 1698
is always happy for
envelopes! Mail us
any amount direct!

Check
See us out and about?
At the Farmers Market?
We are happy to take
any cash donations!

Cash

Willits, Ca
yokumsbodyshop.com

& COMPLETE DETAIL SERVICE
CAR WASH

459-6791

BARE ROOT TREES
& ROSES ARE HERE

SPARETIME
SUPPLY

January - February
Mon - Sat: 9 am - 6 pm

Closed Sunday 500 S. MAIN STREET, WILLITS
459-9630

ON
SALE
39¢

EACH

LOCAL ORGANIC 
KIWIS

FROM PIERCY

STRAUS ORGANIC 
YOGURT

ON SALE
$4.29/Qt.

REG. $5.89/Qt.

MONTEBELLO 
BRAND

ORGANIC 
PASTA

RISING MOON 
PASTA SAUCES

ON SALE
$3.19
REG. $4.49

ASSORTED
FLAVORS

VARIOUS 
SHAPES

        ON SALE
$2.99 REG. $4.49

GARLIC/MERLOT
OLIVE/ASIAGO
GARLIC/BASIL

Tiara & 
Title!
Four Willits girls run for  
Miss Mendocino County 

2015: 
 

Amanda Mason, 
Shyanne Demarco, 

Michaela Terrell and 
Emily Oberg

Left: Miss Mendocino County contestant Amanda 
Mason. 
Right: Miss Mendocino County contestant Shyanne 
DeMarco.

 Photos by  Maureen Moore
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Mendocino College spring 
semester starts next week

The spring semester at Mendocino College starts next week, on Tuesday, January 20.
Many classes at the North County Center in Willits, and also classes in Covelo, are still 

open, said Peggy Randrup, operations supervisor at the Willits center, including a large 
variety of basic skills classes. 

Some of the transfer and general education classes that are 
still open in Willits include Sign Language: Level II (Tuesdays 
from 5:30 to 8:20 pm); Creative Activities (Thursdays from 9 
to 11:50 am); Child, Family and Community (Fridays from 9 to 
11:50 am); Weather and Climate (Tuesdays from 1 to 3:50 pm); 
Reading and Composition (two Willits sections, one on Tuesdays 
from 5:30 to 8:20 pm, and one on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 9 to 10:20 am); Critical Thinking (Thursdays from 9 am to 
11:50 am), Lifeguard Training (Wednesdays from 6 to 8:20 pm, 
with a lab on five Saturdays from 9 am to 4:20 pm; these classes 
are held at the Little Lake Grange); Women in American History 
(Wednesdays from 5:30 to 8:20 pm), Introductory Psychology 
(Tuesdays from 5:30 to 8:20 pm); Social Psychology (Tuesdays 
from 9 to 11:50 am), and Marriage and Family Relations (Mondays 
from 1 to 4:05 pm).  

For more information on these and other classes, including 
classes at Mendocino College in Ukiah, check out the Mendocino 
College website at www.mendocino.edu. You can use the “Web 
Advisor” tool as a guest, to see which classes are open or have 
a waiting list. You can also register for college online, or drop by 
the North County Center, 372 East Commercial Street, to look at 
the printed catalogue or for help with registration or signing up for 
classes. Info: 459-6224.

The college will celebrate the new semester with a Welcome 
Back BBQ at the North County Center on Thursday, January 15 
from 3 to 6 pm. The Mendocino College Bookstore will be present 
at the BBQ.   

– Jennifer Poole

Right: Laura Ream and 
Avery Cash, students at 
Mendocino College.
Below: Laura hands 
her registration card to 
Kim Pinson at the front 
desk at the Mendocino 
College North County 
Center.
Laura will be ready to 
transfer at the end of 
the spring semester, 
to complete her Child 
Development BA in the 
East Bay.
Avery is also a Humboldt 
State University student, 
who is studying Critical 
Race, Gender and 
Sexuality and also 
Women’s Studies and 
Multicultural Queer 
Studies. She plans 
to transfer to San 
Francisco State in 
2016 to study human 
sexuality. 
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vocational education facilities. 
The facilities, a metal shop building 

and a wood shop building, were built 
using 2010 Measure B bond funds. 

“We just spent $1.3 million on those 
buildings,” Woodhouse said. “We 
howled about that. And now those 
buildings are not being utilized to the 
depth the community would like to 
see. It is heartbreaking to look back 
and see the challenges we still have.”

When asked the next day how 
many students are taking shop and 
metal-working classes in the new 
facilities, Willits High School Principal 
Jeff Ritchley said three classes of kids 
are using the rooms.

According to Ritchley, there is one 
period of woodshop (18 students) and 
two classes of agricultural mechanics 
(metal shop and welding, 34 students 
) for a total of 52 students.. 

“Everyone wants to see a big 
woodshop program, but we don’t have 
the students to fill five periods a day, is 
the only issue,” he said.

During his brief remarks to the 
board, Woodhouse did not specify 
what he wants and how he intends to 
get it. But during a phone conversation 

with Willits Weekly, Woodhouse said 
he wants to foster more community 
involvement at the high school, and 
believes a group of parents and 
community members could come 
up with a plan to encourage more 
students to use the facilities.

Woodhouse noted newly elected 
Superintendent of County Schools 
Warren Galletti, who possesses a 
strong background in vocational 
education, might be an ally in the 
effort. Woodhouse also said two 
community members, Warren Lewis 
and Ron Stamps, have expressed a 
willingness to help. 

When asked how long it might 
take for positive results to be seen, 
Woodhouse replied “a couple of 
years.” 

“You could see, at the [school board] 
meeting the other night, how proud 
the board is at what the district has 
been doing,” Woodhouse said. “We’re 
not trying to diminish that; we’re trying 
to augment it. We need to cultivate 
more community involvement in the 
schools.”

In his comments about the pride 
of the board of trustees, Woodhouse 

was referring to a ceremony that took 
place early in the meeting, in which 
the principals of several of the district’s 
schools handed out commendations 
to volunteers.

Volunteers who were commended 
included Dr. Earl Myers, Dr. Alfred 
Kerr and Dr. David Scollin, who were 
honored by Brookside Elementary 
School; Kathleen Lewis and Sharon 
Brown, who were honored by Blosser 
Lane Elementary School; Rebecca 
Smith and Greta and Christopher 
Kanne of The Book Juggler in Willits, 
who were honored by Baechtel Grove 
Middle School; and Linda Matz and 
Woodhouse, who were honored by 
Willits High School. 

Trustees also were treated to a 
brief but well-played Mozart piano 
sonata, performed by independent 
study student Keely Ahders, and 
to a reading of original poems by 
Sanhedrin High School students. 

Kathleen Lewis presented the 
district with a check for $14,665 from 
the Willits Educational Foundation, 
proceeds from the Garden Party 
fundraiser held in August 2014 at the 
Center Valley Road home of Phil and 
Kathy Shuster. 

underground water. The $60,000 will fund the initial seismic 
study.

According to information provided by Rose, the entire 
project, including well-drilling and laying a pipeline to move 
water to a Brooktrails pumping station, could cost 10 times 
that, about $562,500.

Rose said the effort is being made in order to augment 
Brooktrails’ chronic water supply problems. The State 
Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water 
had earlier asked Brooktrails to explore the possibility of 
building an intertie with the City of Willits, so that during 
a drought Brooktrails could use some of Willits’ water. 
However, that project has failed to materialize.

“While the City of Willits did not formally reply to the 
township’s request, it did [say] it was not in a position to 
consider such a request since it was also in the midst of 
a declared water emergency,” Rose told the Brooktrails 
board. 

During the Tuesday night meeting of the Brooktrails 
board, directors voted unanimously to renew the township’s 
declaration of a local emergency due to drought conditions. 

“While the district has received rainfall and has realized 
an increase in its stored water at Lake Emily and Lake 
Ada Rose, late spring rains may fail to materialize as 
was the case in 2013,” Rose told the board. “If early fall 
rains [also] fail to materialize, the district may face a crisis 
similar to the one it faced in late 2013 and early 2014. Staff 
remains concerned about the adequacy of its water supply 
to stretch through the late winter and early spring [of next 
year, should no rains come]. Water supply is hovering at 
approximately 175 days.”

The cap on water use in Brooktrails remains at 200 
gallons per day, or 6,000 gallons per month, per single-
family dwelling. 

Airport trees a liability?
Brooktrails resident Paul Trexel, an opponent to the 

siting of a helicopter medical transport operation at the 
Willits Airport, appeared before the board of directors 
Tuesday night to warn that a number of trees growing near 
the airport may be in violation of aviation regulations and 
may pose a liability both to local property owners and to 
the township itself. 

Trexel cited a December 2013 letter from Caltrans’ 
Division of Aeronautics to Brooktrails claiming numerous 
trees close to the airport’s runway, especially trees to 
the west side of the airport, had been found by Caltrans 
to penetrate the “transitional surface” of the airport. State 
regulations require there be clear airspace around the 
airfield for some distance away from the runway, and trees 
growing near the airport, on Madrone Drive, Madrone 
Court, Maize Drive, Tuck Road, Poppy Drive and Padula 
Drive, appear to violate that airspace. 

“These trees have been identified as discrepancies 
in previous inspection letters,” the letter from Caltrans 
states. “All trees west of Runway 16/34 that penetrate the 
… transitional surface must be removed or topped. This 
repeat discrepancy could lead to permit action, including 
suspension of night operations, and expose the airport to 
liability in the event of an aircraft incident.”

Brooktrails is one of the property owners in the area. It 
owns two small pieces of “greenbelt” that run perpendicular 
to Maize Drive, just a few feet from the airport’s western 
boundary.

Rick Williams, chairman of the Brooktrails board, thanked 
Trexel and his colleague Ralph Waldman for bringing the 
issue to the board’s attention. The board asked Brooktrails 
Counsel Christopher Neary for his advice, and Neary said 
the district should look further into the matter.

“If the airport is going to expand night operations, we 
ought to take a stab at determining liability, at least for 
district property. We ought to apply to the Division of 
Aeronautics for a permit to own those trees, at least to 
determine if we have any liability,” Neary said. 

and “disciplined” in approaching 
legislators, presenting a single “ask”: 
The California Department of Food 
and Agriculture must be the agency 
that regulates cannabis farming.

“We need to figure out a way to 
regulate cannabis as an agricultural 
product,” Allen said. “There isn’t 
an agency perfect for us, but the 
Department of Food and Agriculture 
works for us. They understand rural 
communities. They’re used to working 
with folks who work the land. They 
understand that paperwork can choke 
small business, and they understand 
a lot of the challenges that we will 
face over the next few decades as we 
continue moving forward.”

During a strategy session that 
detailed how laws are made in 
Sacramento, Allen noted state Senator 
Lou Correa’s Senate Bill 1262, which 
failed to pass this year, would have put 
cannabis regulation in the hands of 
the Department of Consumer Affairs. 
That would have been a disaster, he 
said, because the agency is huge, 
bureaucratic and more comfortable 
dealing with factories than farms.

“The Bureau of Consumer Affairs is 
an existential threat to our way of life,” 
Allen said. “We don’t speak the same 
language.”

Two hours after California’s new 
legislative session began in early 
December, Allen said lawmakers 
introduced two new cannabis 
regulation bills on the Assembly floor: 
Assembly Bill 26, nearly identical 
to state Senator Tom Ammiano’s 
AB 1894, and AB 34. Both bills are 
“placeholders,” to be written during the 
coming legislative session.

Allen urged famers not to ask for 
too much now, and not to lose heart 
because the new bill won’t include 
everything they want.

“It’s important to realize that while 
the vision is there, we can’t have it 
all now,” he said. “Many times I’ve 
watched perfect get in the way of 
progress.”

With regulation will come challenges, 
among them taxation for cannabis 
retailers and distributors, licensing 
fees and compliance regulations.

But Allen’s excitement was palpable 
as he described recent changes in 
cultural attitudes toward marijuana, 
both statewide and in the nation.

“The last few days, in particular, with 
all of the policy decisions coming out 
of Washington, D.C., it really does feel 
like at least with regard to the war on pot 
that we’re finally writing peace terms,” 
he said. “It’s my personal mission and 
goal to ensure the community that has 
carried that torch, that has been on the 
front line of this revolution for so many 

decades, is part of the conversation 
now.”

Allen was referring, for one thing, to 
a provision in the omnibus bill passed 
by Congress on December 11 that 
has been reported as “ending” the 
federal government’s ban on medical 
marijuana, and to a December 12 
announcement by the Department 
of Justice that, as reported by the 
Washington Post, “it will no longer 
prosecute federal laws regulating the 
growing or selling of marijuana on 
reservations, even when state law 
bans the drug.”

The Pinoleville Pomo Nation 
announced last week they have 
made a deal with United Cannabis 
Corporation, a Colorado medical 
marijuana investment company, and 
FoxBarry Farms, a tribal development 
company out of Kansas, to grow 
marijuana to sell to authorized medical 
users and dispensaries. The marijuana 
will be grown in a 2.5 acre $10 million 
indoor facility at the Pinoleville 
Rancheria north of Ukiah. 

One reason for Allen’s optimism is 
the fact that Gov. Jerry Brown, fresh 
from winning an unprecedented fourth 
term, has made it clear he’s ready to 
sign a medical cannabis regulation bill 
when it reaches his desk – something 
he wasn’t inclined to do in 2014. 

Also hopeful, Allen said, is the fact 
that newly elected Democratic state 
Senator Mike Maguire, who represents 
the area from the Oregon border to the 
Golden Gate Bridge, has been voted 
chairman of the Democratic Caucus, 
the fifth highest-ranking position in the 
state Senate. Maguire and his aide 
are both friends of Allen’s, and have 
agreed to talk “right away” about a 
cannabis regulation bill for next year.

“I do believe on the Senate side our 
suggestions will carry some weight,” 
said Allen, while cautioning “politics is 
absolutely a game of compromise, and 
we absolutely won’t get everything that 
we want.”

For one thing, Allen said, the rural 
counties where cannabis growers live 
don’t have a lot of political clout in 
Sacramento. Of 80 Assembly seats, 
34 come from Los Angeles County. But 
only one Assembly member represents 
all the North Coast counties. Even 
adding votes from counties and 
communities that share a “culture 
and a vision” similar to the northern 
coastal counties, Allen guessed there 
would only be a total of 10 likeminded 
legislators statewide. Lawmakers from 
urban areas, he said, are more likely 
to be focused on issues such as public 
transit or inner city schools, rather than 
cannabis farming and regulation.

What won’t be in a 2015 cannabis 
regulation bill? Definition of the size of 

farms or number of plants permitted 
probably won’t be included, or the 
right of the farmer to sell directly to 
consumers. Or an end to raids by law 
enforcement.

“We are trying to go forward 
positively,” said one audience member, 
upset about this season’s busts and 
raids from the air by unidentified 
teams. “But we have the sword of 
Damocles hanging over us.”

Allen said he’s had no “luck” talking 
with State Attorney General Kamala 
Harris’ office, which, he understands, 
is where a lot of the “energy” behind 
the raids is coming from.

“We aren’t organized enough, and 
we aren’t influential enough to ask 
for everything and to get everything,” 
Allen said. “We are a marginalized 
community. Prohibition has certainly 
left me somewhat mistrustful of 
government and the agencies, and I 
assume that’s fair for most of us.

“We are taking a step in to politics. 
We need to be realistic in what we’re 
asking for.”

As to recreational legalization, 
Allen said that will come in time, 
but legislators are likely to leave 
recreational pot to a vote of the people 
in a statewide referendum. 

Before that, many politicians and 
stakeholders want to hammer out 
medical cannabis regulations, Allen 
said, so they’re not caught off guard, 
as they were when Proposition 215 
was passed in 1996.

“Nobody wants us to be in that 
position, especially when we are 
talking about expanding from a $1 
billion to a $40 billion industry,” he 
said. “Nobody wants us to have an 
unregulated sector of our economy 
that’s that large.”

Both Allen and Emerald Growers 
Association board secretary Casey 
O’Neill told the group that as cannabis 
farmers move to “legitimacy,” showing 
their commitment to regulation and 
compliance and sound environmental 
farming practices, the court of public 
opinion will change, and the appetite 
for busts will fade.

“The prohibitionist culture isn’t 
going to bed quietly,” Allen said. “The 
tantrums it throws as we put it to bed 
will probably involve more of us getting 
busted, losing livelihoods, losing 
crops. There will be more trauma our 
community must bear, but I hope we 
can take some solace in knowing we 
are on the right side of history. Every 
step we take is another step toward a 
future where we don’t have to worry 
about that.”
Jane Futcher, author of “Women Gone Wild,” a memoir 
about moving to northern Mendocino County, lives near 
Laytonville.
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Puzzle Page & More Crossword Puzzle

Sudoku

CLUES ACROSS 
  1. Mandela’s party
  4. Gives up territory
  9. Yellow edible Indian fruit
 11. Storefront coverings
 14. King of Huns
 15. Atomic #18
 16. Jive talk for ignored
 18. D. Tartt’s third novel
 23. Three-toed sloth
 24. Gained through effort
 25. Macaw’s genus
 26. Helps little firms
 27. A large group of 
       pheasants
 28. Baby bed
 29. English dictionary (abbr.)
 30. Yellow-fever mosquitos
 32. Liquify
 34. Add a supplement
 38. Insistence on traditional 
       correctness
 39. Milk, butter & cheese
 40. = to 10 amperes
 43. Mined mineral
 44. Greek god of war
 45. Don’t know when yet
 48. Fellow
 49. Detailed criteria for a 
       piece of work

 50. Special Spanish dish
 53. Atomic #46
 54. CBS This Morning 
       hostess
 56. Rubber tree genus
 58. Pa’s partner
 59. A tiny bubble in glass
 60. Lost light
 63. Surface boundary
 64. Islands
 65. = to 1/100 yen

 CLUES DOWN
  1. Subside in intensity
  2. __ Hale, Am. revolutionary
  3. Leafstalk herbaceous 
      plant
  4. Price of a ride
  5. 1/2 an em
  6. Execute or perform
  7. Narrative poems
  8. Breathe deeply 
       and heavily
 10. 1/40 inch button measure
 11. Morally reprehensible 
       person
 12. For instance
 13. Members of U.S. Navy
 17. Crown
 19. Old English

 20. Libyan dinar
 21. Goddess of the rainbow
 22. Catch
 26. Fern spore mass clusters
 28. Music disc
 30. All without specification
 31. -__, denotes past
 32. A young canine
 33. Biblical Sumerian city
 34. __ Hitler
 35. Marched in a procession
 36. Patchy in color
 37. Trauma center
 38. Time after midday
 40. The expanse of a surface
 41. Develops into
 42. Equally
 44. 4th month (abbr.)
 45. Nervous & taut
 46. Emits blood
 47. Assert without proof
 49. Saturates in liquid
 50. No. Italian river
 51. Article
 52. Mayflower cooper John
 54. Filippo  __, Saint
 55. Begetter
 57. Old Dominion state
 61. Raised railroad track
 62. Point midway between
        N and E

How To Sudoku:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
Sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

Activities & fun for kids of all ages

AROMA
ASSAM
ASTRINGENT
BAGGY
BANCHA
BITE
BLACK
BREAKFAST
BRISK

CAFFEINE
CEYLON
CHAI
CREAM
DARJEELING
DULL
DUST
EARTHY
ESTATE

FANNINGS
FULL
GREEN
HONEY
IMPERIAL
INSTANT
KEEMUN
LIGHT
OOLONG

PEKOE

PLANTATION

POUCHONG

QUALITY

STEEP

TANNIN

WEAK

WHITE

®

CANTUA
INSURANCE AGENCY

16 W. Valley Street • Willits, CA 95490
Bus: (707) 459-3276 • Fax: (707) 459-3298
www.NorCalQuote.com • rcantua@farmersagent.com

Randy Cantua
Insurance Agent

Lic. #0C67822

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

VIDEO GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN
EVERY FRIDAY 3:00 to 5:30pm

Friday 4/25 Grand Budapest Hotel This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED -  All tickets: $5Movie Times for 4/18 - 4/24

57 East Commercial Street - Willits
 707-459-NOYO (6696)

 www.noyotheatre.com

(PG 13)  2 hrs

TRANSCENDENCE
(PG 13)   2hr 16mins

CAPT. AMERICA:
Winter Soldier 

(G)   1hr 45mins

RIO2

Coming Friday, Jan. 23rd
Strange Magic

AMERICAN SNIPER

Movie Times for 1/16 thru 1/22                                  This Week’s Tightwad Tuesday Titles are in RED - All tickets: $5

(R) 2 hrs 12 mins

Fri: 5:30 & 8:15pm
Sat/Sun: 12:00, 2:45, 5:30

& 8:15pm
Mon: 1:45, 4:30 & 7:15pm

Tues-Thurs: 4:30 & 7:15pm

TAKEN 3

(PG13) 1 hr 49 mins

Fri: 6:00 & 8:45pm
Sat/Sun: 1:00, 3:30, 6:00

& 8:45pm
Mon: 2:30, 5:00 & 7:45pm

Tues-Thurs: 5:00 & 7:45pm

INTO THE WOODS

(PG) 2 hrs 4 mins

Fri: 5:45 & 8:30pm
Sat/Sun: 12:15, 3:00, 5:45

& 8:30pm
Mon: 2:00, 4:45 & 7:30pm

Tues-Thurs: 4:45 & 7:30pm

24 Hour 7 Days a Week
Emergency Service • Call Anytime

Tom Wake - Plumbing
Serving in Mendocino and Lake Counties
Full Service Residential, Commercial

•Faucets & Tubs
•Toilets
•Gas Lines

For Fast Service Call
707-391-4343

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

24/7

Lic: #884811

•Garbage Disposals
•Pipe Repairs
•Fixture Replacement

Marc Komer
Legal Document Assistant

www.mendolegaldocs.com
459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits
I am not an attorney, and can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.

An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,

Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

The Harrah Senior Center hosted its monthly old-fashioned 
Ice Cream Social Monday, featuring cherry and apple pie, 
vanilla ice cream, Hershey’s syrup, and a few oldies but 
goodies sung by the Just for Fun Choir. 

“I heard a lot of you singing on this one,” said choir leader 
Nancy New, after the group performed “Blue Skies,” the 
classic written by Irving Berlin in 1926, which reached No. 1 
on the country charts in 1978, when covered by Willie Nelson. 
“It sounded real nice.” 

Some of the other “oldies” weren’t quite so old, but heck 
the ’60s were a long time ago now: “I Dig Rock’n’Roll Music,” 
the hit by Peter, Paul & Mary was released in 1968, and the 

Beatle’s “I Call Your Name,” came 
out in 1963. The choir got a nice 
round of applause after every song 
– “These guys do a good job,” was 
the general opinion expressed by 

audience members – and finished off with “Happy Trails” – 
which Dale Evans and Roy Rogers used as the theme song 
for their 1940s and 1950s radio and TV shows. 

Then it was time for pie, with ice cream served up by Pat 
and Bruce Sprinkle, and self-serve chocolate syrup.  Pat 
told stories about her intrepid, 88-year-old husband in the 
Harley Davidson T-shirt, who started out as a race car driver, 
raised eight kids, and celebrated his 80th year with a trip to 
Auckland, New Zealand (with Pat), where he did a bungee 
jump off a 300-foot cliff, to the acclaim of the crowd. That’s not 
to mention the parachute jumping, the hang-gliding and, oh 
yes, the Harley motorcycle.

The Just for Fun Choir practices every Monday at 1 pm 
at the Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road, and singers are 
welcome to come by and join in. The Ice Cream Social features 
a different guest musical artist or group on the second Monday 
of each month, after lunch, from 1:30 to 2:30 pm. Tickets are 
$1 for center members, and $1.50 for non-members, and 
ticket holders are entered in a raffle drawing with prizes like a 
plate of homemade cookies, too. Info: 459-6826.

Ice cream, pie & 
                 sing-alongs

Jennifer Poole
Editor & Reporter
jennifer@willitsweekly.com

Top, left: Regulars at the Ice Cream Social, from left to right: John Figg-Hoblyn, Russ Clatty and Paul Krause. Top, right: Cherry pie 
slices ready to be served. Above: Members of the Just for Fun Choir, from left to right: Kaye Wright, Janice Winters, Nancy Smith, 
Nancy New, Falco Winkens, Pat Kovner, Ginger Larson and Don Fiers. Below, left: Ice cream servers Pat and Bruce Sprinkle.  
Below, right: A “Cherry Pie” sign on display at the social.                                                                                    Photos by Jennifer Poole

COLUMN | Relationships

Young at 
heart
Dear Doris: 

I am a young-hearted and spirited elder, and I am open for a 
loving relationship – a friend, companion, lover. With a ratio of nine 
women to one man available, what do you suggest?

L.

Dear L.:
Statistics like that can be discouraging and may not even be 

accurate. On the other hand, you state that you are young at heart 
and ready and open for a new love relationship in your life. Why not 
go for it? You have a choice here: Let the statistics discourage you 
or let your young and spirited heart take the lead. I’m sure your heart 

still has dreams and hopes no matter what your age.
The beginning of a new year is a perfect time to focus on your 

hopes and dreams.
Think and/or journal about what kind of relationship you would 

like to create with this new friend, companion or lover. Envision what 
you would like to do together and what kind of a person he or she 
might be. What type of conversations and discussions might you 
have? What would stir your excitement in the relationship? What 
kind of atmosphere would exist between the two of you most often: 
humorous, sweet, understanding...? How much time would you 
like to spend together, and how much time alone or with others 
would you like to have? Utilizing your elder wisdom, imagine how 
you would work out your disagreements differently in this new 
relationship. What might that feel like?

Keep your dreams close to your heart, and continue to elaborate 
on them. When you have a clear sense of what you would like to 
create, here are some options you can try. Some people enjoy 
interacting with others over the internet using dating platforms. 
Others like to spend time getting to know other people at social 

events. It is best to be open to all kinds of people and not just focus 
on people you might like to date. You may want to trust a good friend 
to “set you up” with someone he or she believes might be a good 
match for you. You may discover that someone you already know 
has loving relationship potential.

I personally believe that finding a good match is a mix of being 
ready and open for a relationship, making yourself available and 
your intentions known to others, and a portion of good luck. Prepare 
yourself as best you can on your end, and trust that your dreams 
can come true.

Good luck for a fulfilling 2015!!!
If you have any relationship questions, please send them to doriswier@embraceconflicts.
com or to the WW directly, P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490. I am happy to answer them 
anonymously on the third Thursday of the month.

Doris Wier is a certified relationship and life coach who works and lives in Willits. She 
coaches individuals, couples, families, and professionals. In addition she offers Explore-
Shops on conflict resolution and deepening your intimacy and connection in your partnership.

For more information on the process, call 707-456-9246.

www.embraceconflicts.com and www.facebook.com/dorismwier

Doris Wier
Columnist



Willits Weekly | January 15, 2015       Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047        Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com      Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490        Pg. 7Pg.6      Phone: 707-459-2633, 707-972-7047        Email: willitsweekly@gmail.com      Mail: P.O. Box 1698, Willits, CA 95490        Willits Weekly | January 15, 2015

Thursday, January 15
Coffee or Tea with the Principal: an opportunity for parents 
and community members to talk with 
the school administration informally 
about current events at the high school 
while enjoying a cup of coffee or tea. 
“Coffee” at 8:30 am or “Tea” at 3:30 pm. 
Questions? Contact Principal Ritchley at 
459-7700 or email jeffritchley@willitsunified.
com.
Mendocino College Welcome Back 
BBQ: Mendocino College’s North 
County Center in Willits hosts this 
Welcome Back BBQ for the Spring 2015 semester. 
3 to 6 pm, at the center, 372 East Commercial Street. 
Mendocino College Bookstore will be present. Info: 
459-6224. See article on page 3 for information about 
signing up for spring classes. 
“The Culture High”: Presented by Now and Then Film 
Series, 7 pm at Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street. “A 
riveting documentary that tears into the very fibre of modern 
day marijuana prohibition to reveal the truth behind the 
arguments and motives governing both those who support 
and those who oppose the existing pot laws.” Visit www.
theculturehigh.com. $5 suggested donation. Organic 

popcorn and chocolate, refreshments 
for sale by the Grange. Info: 459-
6362.

Friday, January 16
HazMobile in Willits: The HazMobile 
household hazardous waste collection 
team will be at the Willits Corporation 
Yard, 380 East Commercial Street, 
on Friday, January 16 and Saturday, 

January 17 from 9 am to 
1 pm. HazMobile accepts 
toxic materials like paint, 

a n t i f r e e z e , 
p e s t i c i d e s , 
herbicides, pool chemicals, gasoline, solvents, 
acids, bases, toxic cleaners, auto and household 

batteries, mercury and fluorescent light tubes, 
that can’t go in the trash, for recycling or 
special disposal.  Free to households; 15 
gallon limit/per day. Info and schedule, call 
the Recycling Hotline, 468-9704, or visit 
www.mendoRecycle.org.

Saturday, January 17
HazMobile in Willits: See Friday, January 

16 listing for details. 
Rotary Club Crab Fest: this annual all-you-

can-eat crab, minestrone soup, salad, and bread 
fundraising dinner starts at 6 pm at the Willits Community 
Center, 111 East Commercial Street. Tickets are $45; 
advanced purchase is recommended. Live music by Ed 
Rinehart on the piano and Bear Kamoroff on the bass. No 
host bar and this year, for the first year ever, the Willits 
Rotary Club will hold a quarter auction at the event: “Bring 
all your quarters and be prepared for 
a good time! The proceeds will 
be divided between the old 
and young: the Willits 
Senior Center and 
scholarships for high 
schools seniors in 
Willits.” For tickets call 
Ann at 459-1440, or drop 
by the Harrah Senior Center, 
1501 Baechtel Road.

Shanachie Pub: The Gnarly Pints, violin/guitar duo 
from mountainous 
Northern California. 
8 pm. 50 South Main 
Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant. Info: 459-
9194.

Sunday, 
January 18
Patrick Ball in concert 
at WCT: Celtic harpist 
and story-teller Patrick 
Ball returns to Willits 
Community Theatre 
after a sold-out 
performance last year, 
with his spellbinding 
stories and mesmerizing 
sounds from his 
Maplewood harp. “Ball spins together his Irish wit, tales from 
the old country, and compositions from Ireland’s national 
treasure, Turlough O’Carolan. The crystalline, bell-like 
resonance of the legendary Celtic harp is guaranteed to take 
Ball’s listeners into deepest realms of the imagination.” 2 

pm.  Advance tickets are $15 and available online 
at brownpapertickets.com; in person at Mazahar 38 

South Main Street; or call the WCT office 
at 459-0895 and leave a message. 
Tickets will also be available at the 
door until sold out.

Tuesday, January 20
Tightwad Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre: 
All 2D movies that are in their second week 
are $5 on Tuesdays at the Noyo Theatre for 
all ages, all showings. This week’s Tightwad 
movie: “Taken 3.” For showtimes: www.
noyotheatre.com. 57 East Commercial Street. 
459-6696.

Thursday, January 22
Shanachie Pub: Steven Bates, guitar. 
6 pm, No cover. Visit www.myspace.
com/stevenbatesmusician or www.
stevenbatesmusic.com. 50 South Main Street, 
behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Saturday, January 24
Shanachie Pub: The Stringtown 

Ambassadors, from Swannanoa, North Carolina, combine 
Old Time and Celtic roots with a modern awareness. Visit 
www.stringtownambassadors.com. 8 pm. 50 South Main 
Street, behind Adam’s Restaurant. Info: 459-9194.

Sunday, 
January 25
Free Fruit Tree 
Pruning Workshop: 

Sanhedrin Nursery hosts this free 
workshop, from 10 am to 2 pm at 
the nursery, 1094 Locust Street. 
Led by Dave Watts, nurseryman, 
and Richard Jeske, orchardist, this 
workshop will cover fruit tree and 
grape pruning. Rain or shine. No 
registration necessary. Info: 459-
9009.
“Renew, Reroof”: a concert at 
Willits United Methodist Church, to 
help raise money to put a new roof 
on the church. The concert begins 
at 5 pm and will be followed by a 
soup supper at 6:30.  282 School 
Street, across from the Grange. 
Local musicians scheduled to 
perform include “Just Enough,” an 
ensemble of Kate Black, Clancy 

Rash and Helen Falandes; the Emandal Chorale; and young 
singer-songwriter-cellist Sarah Rose McMahon. Suggested 
donation for the concert is $10 and for the supper $8, with all 
sales at the door the night of the concert. The church roof is 
original to the building, constructed in the 1960s, and leaks. 
Estimates for replacing the roof are near $100,000, but the 
church has already raised or set aside about a third of that. 
The church hopes to replace the roof this summer but this 
will depend on the success of ongoing fundraising.

What's Happening Around Town                                                                                     
Things to do, see and enjoy in and around Willits        

COLUMN | At the Movies

Taken 3

The Story: Bryan Mills (Liam 
Neeson) and his damaged 
family unit are back and are 
threatened as ever … and there 
are some ruthless Russian 
thugs involved, in-your face-
kill-you-as-soon-as-look-at-you 
types.

Luc Besson produced it. 
There are clever moments, 
though my advice for this movie 
is don’t stop and think. The 
movie is one long chase and 
escape: fist fights, elbow fights, 
broken wine bottle fights, and 
old school automatic weapons 
blasting holes in walls, those 
kind of fights, too ... but not a 
whole lotta blood considering 
the degree of mayhem. Oh, and 
car destruction.

For those who haven’t seen 
the first two flicks in this series, 
just think of Liam Neeson as 
superman in a world where 
the Good Guys win, Bad Guys 
pay....

Parents: Shooting galore. 
The hero’s family member is 
murdered, and a murdered 
mother is hard for younger 
children.

My Own Opinion: This 
movie was made really quickly 
... too quickly. That said, fans 
of “Taken 1” and “Taken 2” will 
have a good time hanging with 
the franchise. It’s a crunching 
popcorn movie, and I enjoyed it. 
Plus, we’ve got Forest Whitaker 
as a super clever L.A. police 
detective.
Willitsian Daniel Essman prefers his 
reality attenuated by the wisdom of the 
imagination.

Daniel Essman
Columnist

Ongoing 
Events

Willits Winter Farmers Market: from 3 to 5:30 pm 
every Thursday at Little Lake Grange, 291 School 
Street, with produce, local meats and fish, local grains, 
dinner, baked goods, gift items, chocolates, crafts, live 
music, the new edition of Willits Weekly, and more.
Art Works by Robert Nixon, Sr. at WCA: the January 
exhibit at the Willits Art Center features watercolors 
and oil paintings, landscapes of local scenes, still lifes, 
and abstracts, by the late Robert Nixon, Sr. Art works 
priced to sell; all proceeds to benefit the Willits Center 
for the Arts. Runs through January 25 at the Willits Art 
Center, 71 East Commercial Street. Gallery hours are 
Thursdays and Fridays from 4 to 7 pm, and Saturdays 
and Sundays from noon to 3 pm.
The Emandal Chorale: this community chorus based 
in Willits is in its 20th season, and you are welcome to 
join! Every Wednesday from 5 to 6:30 pm. No auditions 
necessary. The Chorale meets upstairs at the Willits 
Center for the Arts, 71 East Commercial Street.
Willits Photography Club: meets at the Willits Art 
Center, 71 East Commercial Street, on the second 
Saturday of each month from 10 to 12 noon. All levels 
of experience welcome. Come to the back door of the 
Art Center.
Alateen Support Group: for teens ages 12-17 that are 
friends and family members of problem drinkers and/
or addicts. For teens only. Every Thursday, 6 to 7 pm, 
Room 44 at Willits High School, north of gym near pool. 
Contact: Aurelie at 707-489-1258 or Cindy at 707-972-
4748 or cynlamon@gmail.com.
Junior Grange After-School Program: an after-
school program for kids ages 5 to 14, Mondays from 
3 to 6 pm at Little Lake Grange, 291 School Street, 
Room 10. Membership fee: $1, plus $1 annual dues. 
Info? Contact Zeynep at 707-972-8558 or zeyny34@
yahoo.com.
“Garb Me!”: an ongoing pattern draping evening 
every Wednesday from 6 to 8 pm at Wowser, 330 East 
Commercial Street. Info: 459-9697, or drop by Wowser.
Cards and Games at Willits Library: free games 
in the Willits Library’s Community Room. Tuesday 
bridge sessions from 1:30 to 3:30 pm; Thursday bridge 
sessions from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. Info: Donna at 459-
9035. 
Mondays at Wowser: Free events at Wowser, 330 
East Commercial Street. 6:30 pm. Lectures, slide 
shows, flash videos, guest speakers, demonstrations. 
Info: 459-9697 or www.wowserllc.com.
Life Changes: Discussion and support group with 
Linda Posner, Wednesdays from 10 to 11 am. Harrah 
Senior Center, 1501 Baechtel Road.
Willits Community Drum Circle: 7 to 10 pm at the 
Saint Francis in the Redwoods Episcopal Church, 66 
East Commercial Street. Every 2nd and 4th Friday. 
Free. Everyone is welcome. Info: 459-4932.
Smoking Cessation Program: Free “Freedom from 
Smoking” class sponsored by the Frank R. Howard 
Memorial Hospital. Every Wednesday at the HMH 
Conference Room, 1 Madrone Street, 6 to 7 pm. RSVP 
to Jennifer Barrett at 707-540-4208. Walk-ins are 
always welcome.
Free Sheriff’s Activity League programs: at Body 
Works Gym, 1511 South Main Street. Teen gym: 
Monday to Friday from 2:30 to 5:30 pm; Boxing: Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 7 pm; Karate: Kids aged 5 to 
11 from 6 to 7 pm, Tweens, Teens and Adults at 7 pm. All 
SAL programs free to the public. Info: www.facebook.
com/MendocinoCountySheriffsYouthActivitiesLeague 
or Mike Tobin: 354-0565. 
Shanachie Pub: Open Mic every Wednesday and 
World Music Open Mic every Monday. 8 pm. Sign-ups 
start at 7 pm. 50 South Main Street, behind Adam’s 
Restaurant. Info: 459-9194. 
Karaoke Night at Al’s Redwood Room: every 
Wednesday night, karaoke in the bar. 207 South Main 
Street. 459-2444.
Live Open Mic Jam at Al’s Redwood Room: 
hosted by Dream Capsule Entertainment, now at Al’s 
Redwood Room, 207 South Main Street, every Friday 
night, starting at 9 pm. Info: Mr. Larry at 707-354-3197.
Laytonville Winter Farmers Market: Mondays from 
2:30 to 4:30 pm at the Laytonville Grange. Buy local: 
vegetables, apples, juice, bakery, beef, lamb, pork, 
crafts, and more. 

Harrah 
Senior 
Center 

Lunch Menu
Week of 

January 19 through 23

Monday: Tuna Noodle 
Casserole
Tuesday: Italian Meat Loaf
Wednesday: Spinach 
Lasagna
Thursday: Chicken Salad 
Sandwich 
Friday: Pork Roast
Harrah Senior Center 
serves lunch five days per 
week from 11:45 am to 1 
pm.  55 and older: $5.50 
per meal; under 55 $7 
per meal. Includes soup, 
entrée, vegetable, bread, 
dessert, and drink. 1501 
Baechtel Road. Info: 459-
6826.

2015 Willits Science Fair
The annual Willits Science Fair is set to start Tuesday, February 10, for 

set up and judging, then opens to the public on Wednesday, February 11 
and Thursday, February 12, at the Willits Community Center. Students must 
submit an “Intent to Participate” form by Monday, January 26. Willits Science 
Fair coordinator Sharon Hanna says this deadline will have to be kept this 
year, and the number of projects might have to be limited due to space 
constraints. The fair always needs judges, mentors and volunteers, and those 
interested – or those with questions about participating – can contact Hanna 
at 459-4116 or sharonhanna@willitsunified.com.

‘Fire, Fish and Flows’
Watershed Restoration  

Funds Workshop
A free workshop for landowners along Ten Mile Creek, 

Outlet Creek, and other Eel River tributary watersheds. 
Saturday, January 31 from noon to 4 pm at Harwood Hall, 
44400 Willis Avenue, Laytonville.

Find out how to get funding through state and federal 
grant programs to improve watershed health and drought 
conditions; learn about partnering options with experienced 
entities; and hear about examples of Northern California 
projects. Presented by the Mendocino County Resource 
Conservation District and the National Resources 
Conservation Service, with workshop funding provided by 
the Fisheries Restoration Grant Program and the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation. More info: call the RCD at 
462-3664, ext. 104. 

Phoenix Certified Hospice
Bereavement Support Group
This professionally facilitated bereavement group starts 

Monday, February 2, from 11 am to 1 pm at the Phoenix 
Hospice office, 100 Sanhedrin Circle. “The group will meet 
twice monthly (first and third Mondays) and provide an 
opportunity for the bereaved to explore 
the normal symptoms of grief, as well 
as recognize the individual nature 
of its expression and duration. 
With fuller understanding of 
the grief process, and effective 
techniques to manage stress, 
we can move toward recovery 
and affirmation of continuing 
life.” This program is offered 
free of charge, as a community 
service. Pre-registration is required.  
Info: Roland at 456-3248 or 800-606-
9596.

Willits Daily Bread is putting 
out the call for soup-makers for its 
annual benefit, Sip Some Soup, 
set for Saturday, February 7 this 
year at the Willits Community 
Center. Individuals, businesses 
or groups can enter. Coordinator 
Cindy Savage says soup-makers 
should make “at least 3 gallons 
of soup,” and bring a crockpot. 
Backup soup can be kept warm 
on the stove in the center’s 
kitchen. Cold soups and dessert 
soups are welcome, too. Table 
decorations and signage are 
welcome; but cups and spoons 
are provided. 

To sign up, call Savage at 
367-5669 or 459-2579, or 
drop by Willits Daily Bread, 58 
Bush Street, Monday through 
Thursday from 3 to 6:30 pm to 
pick up an entry form. 

WCA Call to Artists
The Willits Center for the Arts is having its annual Juried Membership Show, 

January 31 to March 1. Anyone who is a member may submit up to two pieces 
of artwork: paintings, sculpture, photography, jewelry, ceramics, collage, or 
mixed media. All local artists are encouraged to participate. You need not be a 
professional artist. Two-dimensional art must be ready to hang, framed and with 
wire hangers. Basic annual memberships are only $35, and you may join when 
you bring your work in. Pieces need to be brought to the Art Center at 71 East 
Commercial Street (across from City Park) on Monday, January 26 from 9 to 4 
pm. The show opens with an Artist’s Reception on Saturday, January 31 from 7 
to 9 pm. Artwork needs to be picked up on March 1 after 3 pm or on March 2. 
“We look forward to another inspiring show from our community. Please come 
and support our local Art Center.”

Blosser Lane 
PTO Raffle

Blosser Lane PTO is raffling off a two-
night stay (a $1,500 value) in Casa Estrella, 
a beautiful 2,700-square-foot, 4-bedroom, 
3-bath vacation rental in Sonoma County, with 
a big beautiful backyard, a heated pool, hot tub 
and BBQ. The house is in a quiet neighborhood 
five miles north from the Sonoma Plaza and 
only one mile from the nearest of several wine 
tasting rooms. Tickets are $20. Check out 
www.vrbo.com/574475 for more details. All 
proceeds go to the Blosser Lane PTO to help 
fund field trips, school supplies, assemblies 
and free book giveaways. For tickets, due 
January 16, call Windi Kvasnicka at 707-354-
0755.

New venue  
in Willits:

‘Hidden 
Agenda’

“We opened our new 
venue, ‘Hidden Agenda,’ 
recently in downtown 
Willits, at the corner of East 
San Francisco and South 
Main Street. 

“Our business model is 
a space where it may be a 
dance class or martial arts 
one minute, and then we 
set up for a baby shower or 
a birthday party the next. 

“We arrange the 
space accordingly to 
accommodate community 
need. It’s beautiful, newly 
renovated and centrally 
located downtown. We are 
a ‘family friendly’ business 
that welcomes anything 
that empowers Willits and 
‘Willitsonians.’

“Want to teach 
something? We have blocks 
of time to accommodate. 
Want to throw a party? 
Bring it on.... We’ll help with 
everything and keep it very 
affordable. 

“Want to take a class 
in something? We plan to 
offer things from dance 
to martial arts and from 
creative writing to drawing. 

“Whatever your plan, we 
help from set up to clean 
up, and will even help you 
to get the word out about 
your classes or event.” 

For more info or 
questions, email 
hiddenagenda@att.net. 

WEF Annual Drive 
Through Tri Tip Dinner

The Willits Educational Foundation has set its annual Drive Through Tri 
Tip Dinner for Friday, March 6, 4 to 6 pm at the Rodeo Grounds. Dinner 
for four people – $60 – includes: whole tri tip, Goss Family Beans, a loaf 
of Emandal bread, Caesar salad with homemade dressing, homemade 
cookies, and a long-stemmed rose. 

“All proceeds go to benefit teachers, programs and students in the Willits 
Unified School District. These funds are used for grants made for individual 
special requests. They are not part of the music, library and art monies that 
are given with proceeds from the Garden Party.” To buy tickets or for more 
info, call Annette Pinon at 459-6588 or Warren Lewis at 459-4429. 

Relay for 
Life

Relay For Life’s 2015 Willits event is set for Saturday, July 
25 and Sunday, July 26 at the Recreation Grove. This is the 
fourth annual Relay For Life in Willits: funds raised benefit the 
American Cancer Society’s efforts to find a cure for cancer, 
and also help local people get the services they need to fight 
back. Last summer’s Relay raised more than $55,000.

The Willits Relay Committee Meeting for Relay 2015 had 
its first meeting Monday at City Hall: those interesting in 
volunteering or signing up for Relay 2015 can learn about the 
next meeting, or find out more about how to get involved, by 
checking the “RelayForLifeOfWillitsCa” page on Facebook, or 
visiting www.relayforlife.org/willitsca. 

Elementary School 
Counseling Program 

Meeting
The Willits Unified School District Elementary School 

Counseling Program is a grant-funded program that offers 
parenting groups and play groups for families, in both Spanish 
and English. “The Elementary School Counseling program is 
also asking for volunteers to help steer and advise us about ways 
to better serve the social and emotional needs of our elementary 
students and their families.” The first of four meetings in 2015 
is set for Wednesday, January 21 at 5:30 pm at Blosser Lane 
Elementary School. The program also offers individual, group 
and confidential family counseling to elementary students who 
attend Brookside, Blosser, or Sherwood elementary schools. 
Info: Katie Cochran at 459-5385, ext. 1440, or katiecochran@
willitsunified.com. 

Call to enter Chili Cookoff
The Harrah Senior Center invites teams to enter its annual 

Chili Cookoff contest, set for March 6 this year, from 5:30 to 7 
pm. All proceeds benefit the Outreach program at the center.  
“Enter your chili for a chance to win a great prize and bragging 
rights!” $25 entry fee. Prizes will be awarded as follows: 1st 
Place Prize: Most Votes/Most Popular Chili; Hottest Chili, Best 
Booth/Best Dressed Team and “The Most Crooked Team” (a 
judges’ award). Questions, or to sign up: 459-6826. 

The Peking Acrobats
Mateel Community Center

The awe-inspiring and vibrantly colorful Peking Acrobats, from 
China, will perform at the Mateel Community Center in Redway 
on Tuesday, January 20, as part of their 2015 North American 
Tour. Doors open 7 pm. “This highly skilled troupe of legendary 
acrobatic entertainers are expert at treacherous feats of daring! 
Defying gravity they perform mind-bending, white knuckles 
maneuvers, balancing atop a precarious pagoda of chairs 
and performing amazing displays of contortion, flexibility, and 
control. Their trick-cycling, precision tumbling, somersaulting, 
and gymnastics really push the envelope of human possibility 
with astonishing dexterity and incredible balancing feats.” 
Also featuring Jigu! Thunder Drums from the Shanxi Province 
in China. Advance tickets $35, available online only at www.
mateel.org.

Call for art to 
display at  

Willits Library
The Willits Library is scheduling its 2015 

calendar for its locking glass cabinet suitable 
for displaying small works of local arts or 
crafts. Display space is available for one 
calendar month on a first come/first serve 
basis. “We WANT to showcase your ART!” Call 459-5908 
or 459-7839 for more information.

Make some soup for Sip Some Soup!
WCS and Food Bank 2014/15 Winter Fund Drive

Willits Community Services and Food Bank announced Tuesday that it is up to $24,355 in funds received 
toward making its $32,000 goal in this year’s Winter Fund Drive. Keep track of the rising total of contributions 
by watching the “thermometer” at the northeast corner of Highway 101 and East Commercial Street. 

To help reach the goal, donations can be mailed (checks made out to “Willits Community Services”) to WCS, 
229 East San Francisco Avenue, Willits, CA 95490, or dropped by during office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Friday from noon to 5 pm. 

WCS has been serving the greater Willits and North County communities since 1981. For more than 32 
years, said WCS director Jim Marill, WCS has provided a safety-net of human services that help cushion the 
effects of short- and long-term unemployment, poverty and crisis by providing temporary assistance programs 
and services to people in need. For more information, call 459-3333 or email willitscs@gmail.com.

Thanks to the latest contributors: 
Bonita Belt & Steven Drake, Rose Bird, John Bothwell & Patricia Wilson, Jack & Alice Cunningham, Dean 

& Geraldine Durbin, John Ford, Frank R. Howard Foundation, Gerardo & Barbarie Gonzalez, Kirk Gustafson, 
Michael & Patricia Harrison, Galen Hathaway, Edward & Audrey Kimmel, Steve Kovner & Cypress Ross, 
Donald & Janet Lamprich, MaryLou Leonard & Andrew Stein, Monte & Kathleen Lieberfarb, LNS Welding & 
Fabrication, Christopher Martin & Lucy Sharp, S. & E.  Olson, Ron & Brenda Orenstein, Kris & Rick Pierce, 
Dennis & Katharine Rohrs, Keith & Jane Rongey, Keith Rutledge & Nancy Simpson, Rani Saijo, Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert Simonson, George Sirizotti, Everett Smith & Marian Hulett-Smith, Jeffrey & Judy Taddei, Dobbe 
Wattenberg Varney, Theresa & Jeffery Whitby, Bob & Joan Whitney, Don Willis and Anonymous. 

2013 Sip Some Soup winners

Dave and 
Laurie Smith, 
judges last 
year’s event

Shawna and 
Izzy of Healing 
Central 
Chiropractic

Emandal Chorale

The Stringtown 
Ambassadors

Patrick Ball
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Algebra, Geometry
SAT & ACT Test Prep 
Mac Smith  459-MATH

Community HU Song
In our fast-paced world, are 
you looking to find more 
inner peace? Join us for 
a Community HU Song, 
Thursday, January 22, at 
6 pm at Willits City Hall, 
111 E Commercial Street.  
HU (pronounced hue) is a 
simple, uplifting prayer or 
mantra that can help you 
experience divine love and 
an inner calm.  All faiths 
are welcome. Sponsored 
by Eckankar: Experience 
the Light & Sound of God. 
Information?  Please 
call 972-2475 or visit 
miraclesinyourlife.org.

Rummage Sale
Every Saturday from 10 
am to 2 pm at 1st Baptist 
Church, 145 Wood Street. 
Rain or shine. We accept 
rummage donations, and 
have an ever-changing 
selection of goods!

Lost Dog
Male blue-nose pitbull, 
neutered, 3 years old, last 
seen January 2, near Wild 
Iris Lane in Willits. Had blue 
color with tags. Large head, 
very muscular. Uncut ears.  
Please call 808-896-7157.

Photography
Is there a 2015 graduate 
in your household? Did 
you get engaged over the 
holidays? Have you had a 
family portrait taken in the 
last few years? Why not 
create a different kind of New 
Year’s  tradition in your family 
and schedule a professional  
and natural photo shoot 
with Maureen Moore? Low 
pressure, fabulous results. 
Check out work online: www.
mphotographress.com or call 
972-7047.

SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS

Seamstress and Sewing 
Teacher

Barbara Carlon
Visit my webpage:

Zibergirl.com
707-367-6182, Willits

Volunteers Wanted
Frank Howard Memorial 
Hospital is looking for 
positive members of the 
community to volunteer in 
various departments of the 
hospital.  Hours: flexible 
and can include weekends.  
More info? Call 456-3245.

Volunteers Wanted
The Willits Senior Center 
has many areas where 
your expertise and talents 
are needed. Front Desk, 
Thrift Store, Dining Room, 
Sunday Bingo, Sunday 
Breakfast, Special Dinners, 
Landscaping, Garden, 
Firewood. Come join our 
Team, Call Mariya at 707-
459-6826.

Willits Weekly
CLASSIFIEDS

Computer Help
Need help with your 
computer? I will come to 
your home or business. PC 
and Macintosh. Repairs and 
configuration $35/hr. Tutoring 
$15/hr.  Call Liam 459-2470 
or email macamergin@
yahoo.com.

For Rent
Commercial/office space on 
Main Street. Near Mariposa 
Market. 475 square feet, plus 
common areas. $450/month 
plus utilities. Call 459-2643 
or 459-4110. 

Help Wanted
Willits Charter School seeks 
a Part Time Instructional 
Math Aide, as well as Yard 
Duty. Skilled in working with 
middle/high school students 
a must.  $10 per hour.  Hours 
from 11:45 am to 3:40 pm.  
Contact Jennifer Lockwood 
at jlockwood@willitscharter.
net or call 707-459-5506.

Help Wanted
Willits Charter School seeks 
a skilled IT person. 5 to 10 
hours per week. Pay DOE. 
Must be skilled with Apple 
systems, PCs, servers. 
Contact Jennifer Lockwood 
@ jlockwood@willitscharter.
net or call 707-459-5506.

Gift Subscriptions
A subscription to Willits 
Weekly is a great gift for 
anybody who wants to keep 
up with what’s happening in 
Willits. Home delivery (to the 
greater Willits area; papers 
arrive early Friday morning) 
is $30/6 months and $50/
year. First-class mail delivery 
(papers arrive in Friday’s mail 
to local addresses) is $40/6 
months and $75/year. Send 
a check to Willits Weekly, 
P.O. Box 1698, Willits CA  
95490, or call 459-2633 to 
get a subscription started 
right away. 

GET YOUR AD 
 in Willits Weekly’s 
Classified Listings! 

$10 for 30 words  
for 2 weeks!

 Always looking for Cars,
Scooters, & Motorcycles!

 '40s thru '60s. Show Car to Parts Car

P lease Cal l Alan: 489-7165
agrossman@pacific.net

Old Cars
Wanted

707-459-5859

24900 N. HWY 101 IN WILLITS                            GARMANCONST@GMAIL.COM

BUD GARMAN
                C O N S T R U C T I O N  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C  

Environmental Restoration - Ponds
Septic & Water Systems - Site Development

Roads - Water, Soil & Rock Delivery

Lic# 679517

1262 Blosser Lane • Willits, CA

Happy New Year, Willits! Let us help 
you reach your fi tness goals in 2015!

Studio Joy offers Zumba, Zumba Toning, Zumba Gold
and now R.I.P.P.E.D. to the Willits community.

Tuesday and Thursday night Zumba is now at 5:30,
followed by R.I.P.P.E.D. at 6:30

For our full schedule, our teachers and pricing, see our webpage: www.studiojoywillits.com 
or call: 707-841-7499. And like us on Facebook: Studio Joy, Willits

NEW STUDENTS:
Never been to our studio? First class is free!

New Student special: 5 classes for $35 (reg. $47.50). Limit 1 per person.

Returning Student special: Monthly passes on sale! $75
unlimited classes within the month! ($67.50 students and seniors).

• Discounts for teens, students and seniors
• Wellness Program participant with employees of Mendocino County,

Howard Hospital and Mariposa Market
• Children under 13 are always welcome and always FREE

R.I.P.P.E.D. with 
Judy Coughlin

Tuesdays and Thursdays
at 6:30 p.m. You are

welcome to use your Studio Joy 
cards and passes. Drop in $10.

Willits Unified School District’s Elementary School
Counseling Program is a grant funded program that
currently offers parenting groups and play groups to

families interested in both Spanish and English.
The Elementary School Counseling Program

is also asking for volunteers to help steer
and advise us about ways to better serve the 

social and emotional needs of our elementary 
students and their families.

This will meet quarterly (four times a year),
with our next Meeting planned for:

Wednesday, January 21st, 2015
5:30 p.m.

at Blosser Lane Elementary School

We also offer individual and group counseling to elementary students who attend Brookside, Blosser, 
or Sherwood elementary schools. Currently we have openings to families of elementary students 

interested in confidential family therapy. For more information please contact Katie Cochran, Lead 
Elementary School Counselor at katiecochran@willitsunified.com or at (707) 459-5385, ext 1440.

Why come to the Harrah Center?

Call for more information
459-6826 • 1501 Baechtel Road

* Come to lunch!
Monday-Friday, 11:45 am to 1:00 pm

* Love breakfast?
Every 2nd Sunday, 8:00 to 11 am

* Volunteer opportunity!
Consider lending a helping hand

* Low cost transportation!
8 am-4 pm door to door • 459-5556

* Medical equipment!
Available at no charge

* Outreach!
Information and assistance

* Meals on Wheels!
For homebound folks 55 and older

* Activities galore!
Games, classes, music, presentations

* Thrift store!
9 am-4:30 pm Monday-Friday,

Saturday 9 am-4 pm
459-2176

Serving the Seniors of our Community

me, getting me my dresses, and helping me ‘stay on it!’” 
laughed Mason.

For the evening gown portion of the contest, Mason will 
be wearing a long sparkly red dress with a left-side slit.

If anyone would like to sponsor Mason, or support her in 
her race for the title, contact her at (707) 570-9696 or via 
email: amandamason@willitsunified.com.

Shyanne DeMarco, 17, Senior at Willits High 
School

Miss Mendocino candidate Shyanne DeMarco is excited 
to run for the title, not only for the scholarship money, but 
also because she enjoys being a part of the community 
and making a difference.

“With my dad being a K-9 sheriff, I’ve gained a love for 
service dogs, and because I have so many family friends 
that are war veterans, I’ve seen the effects of PTSD and 
would like to make a difference,” explained DeMarco. 

Her platform and program, “Paws for Veterans,” will help 
bring awareness and help raise money for organizations 
who rescue shelter animals to train them to become 
service dogs. On January 31, DeMarco is hoping to hold a 
Walk-a-Thon at the City Park to start that process. 

She also has been out and about, gathering sponsorships 
from local businesses, including Ukiah Custom Cabinets, 
who she thanked for being one of her “major sponsors” 
this year.

DeMarco has also been recently brushing up on her 
gymnastic skills – something she enjoyed doing in her 
youth – which she plans to showcase during the talent 
portion of the contest.

“I was always a floor routine and tumbling kind of girl,” 

DeMarco said. “It was something I started in second grade 
and enjoyed until around age 12.”

During the evening gown portion of the contest, DeMarco 
will be wearing a tan sequined V-neck ball gown.

“I want to thank both of my parents, Joey and Tammy, 
for pushing me to ‘go do it’ and motivate,” said DeMarco.

If anyone would like to sponsor DeMarco, or support her 
in her race for the title, contact her at Shyanne.nikkole@
gmail.com.

Miss Mendocino contest details
Other contestants include Michaela Terrell and Emily 

Oberg, both from Willits (profiles on Michaela and Emily in 
next week’s Willits Weekly), and Ruby Simonian, Harmonie 
Roberts, Allora Aikman and Hannah Forbes. 

Tickets for the Saturday. February 7 pageant and 
crowning event held at 7 pm at Ukiah High School will soon 
be available from the contestants. Tickets are $20 each.

Girls will be judged in five areas: interview with a panel 
of judges (25 percent), talent (35 percent), lifestyle and 
fitness (15 percent), evening wear (20 percent) and on-
stage question (5 percent). Kassy Aldaco of Willits was 
crowned Miss Mendocino in 2014. The Mendocino County 
contest is the local official preliminary event for the Miss 
California and, then, Miss America competitions.

Stay up to date on all things Miss Mendocino County 
at www.facebook.com/missmendocinocounty or www.
missmendocinocounty.org.

From Page 3The rest of
Miss Mendos

New owners at 
Goods Shoppe 

New owners of the Goods Shoppe in downtown Willits Tom and Sara Mann, at left, 
join hands with former owners Emmy and Bill Good, who have retired after 25 years 
of offering toys, games, art supplies, gifts and more. Sara Mann says she wants “to 
keep this gem of a landmark in the same spirit as it exists today,” offering “thoughtful, 
stimulating, fun and well-made toys and gifts.”

The Goods met Sara Mann when she first came to Willits more than 30 years ago and 
to them, they say, it seems like the business is staying in the extended family.

Sara says she and her family enjoyed the workshops that used to be held in the 
large outdoor courtyard behind the store, and she plans to revive that tradition with 
mini-events, classes and workshops. Emmy Good will continue to consult on product 
choices, and hopes to host a “Mad Hatter Tea Party” in the courtyard this spring.

The name will stay the same, with one change: It’ll be “Goods Shoppe” (no 
apostrophe), not “Goods’ Shoppe.” Store hours are Monday through Saturday from 10 
am to 6 pm, and Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm.

The Manns, co-owners of Mazahar in Willits, also recently took over Brickhouse 
Coffee on the corner of East Commercial and Main Street. Tom Mann is hand-crafting 
delicious healthy soups, like red lentil, spicy coconut veggie, Pappa al Pomodoro (Italian 
tomato bread soup), and creamy Moroccan pumpkin garbanzo, to add to the menu of 
salads, sandwiches, pastries and espresso drinks. Brickhouse is open weekdays from 
7 am to 3 pm, with plans to open soon on the weekend. 

– Jennifer Poole

Taco truck back in business
The Taqueria Ramirez food truck reopened Monday at its usual 

location, Blosser Lane and Franklin Avenue, to the delight of regular 
customers. “It was really busy today,” said Rosa Nunez, co-owner 
with Atanasio Ramirez of the family business. Taqueria Ramirez has 
been closed for several months, due to a vehicle accident, but the 
truck is fixed up, and Atanasio is back at work.

Customers can order pollo, carnitas, al pastor or steak on their 
tacos, as well as vegetarian tacos (with cabbage). Tacos come with 
chips and red or green salsa. Ask about other menu options, too.

The truck is open Monday through Friday, starting between 9 and 
10 am, and closing sometime around 5 pm. Orders can be called 
in at 707-367-0324. Taqueria Ramirez also does special events and 
catering; please call three weeks ahead to schedule.  

– Jennifer Poole
From left to right, Rosa Nunez, Atanasio Ramirez, daughter Edith Ramirez, and two nephews: Christian and Rickey Ramirez. 

Photo by Jennifer Poole

DEATH NOTICE |  Harriet Lois Stanley-Rhoades

Harriet Lois Stanley-Rhoades, of Fort Bragg, passed 
away in Willits on December 14, 2014, at the age of 78. A 
memorial service will be announced at a later date.

Arrangements under the care and direction of Anker-
Lucier Mortuary.
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Weekly
Promotions
for January

459-7330 Management reserves
all rights.

100 Kawi Place
in Willits

MONDAYS - Rooster & Owls
Earn 3X Points all day.

Morning Session: 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Hourly Hot Seat Drawings for $50 Cash at 9, 10, 11 a.m. and 12 p.m.

Evening Session: 6:00 - 10:00 p.m.
Hourly Hot Seat Drawings for $50 Cash at 7, 8, 9 and 10 p.m.

May win once per promotion day!
For both Morning and Evening sessions: Play 50 coin-in (150 sessions),

receive $5 Freeplay and a $2.00 Food Coupon

TUESDAYS - Guy’s Night
Earn 2X points all day.

6:00-10:00 p.m.
Play 50 coin-in (100 sessions), receive $5 Freeplay. Hot Seat Drawings every

half hour from 6:00-9:30 p.m. for $25 cash, last drawing at 10 p.m. for $100 Cash.

WEDNESDAYS - Ladies Night
2X points all day.
6:00-10:00 p.m.

Play 50 coin-in (100 sessions), receive $5 Freeplay. Hot Seat Drawings every half
hour from 6:00-9:30 p.m. for $25 cash, last drawing at 10 p.m. for $100 Cash.

THURSDAYS - Super Senior Day
The Senior Freeplay will be preloaded to the Players Club Card from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.: Hot Seat Drawings each hour. Winners receive $40 Cash.
Half off lunch coupon for those partcipating.

Specials posted at Creekside Café. 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

FRIDAYS - Friday Fun
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.: Earn 100 points, receive $10 freeplay
2:00-8:00 p.m.: Hourly Hot Seat Drawings for $75 Cash

9:00 p.m.: Hot Seat Drawing for $100 Cash

SATURDAYS - Winter Wonderland Cash
4:00-10:00 p.m.

Hourly Hot Seat Drawings. Have a change to win up to $150 Cash.

SUNDAYS - Snowfl ake Surprise
12:00 Noon-9:00 p.m.

Random Hourly Hot Seat Drawings. The Winner will choose a Snowfl ake of their choice
and have a chance win up to $150 Cash.

Amazing Athlete
of Willits High School

BASKETBALL |  
Chanel Alexander, 

15, Sophomore

Breakfast of Champions: 
Cereal – I like all kinds!
Position: Point Guard
Love for the Sport: I love 
the speed and intensity of the 
game, and the contact element 
is fun too!
Chanel is a sophomore on the 
varsity girls basketball team. 
Chanel’s preparation for this 
season has been nothing short 
of extraordinary. It’s coming full 
circle just at the right time. 
In our first two league games 
this last week, Chanel played a 
huge role: playing huge minutes 
in both games and displaying 
tremendous skills on both the 
offensive and defensive side of 
the ball. 
Chanel’s efforts in Tuesday’s 
win at Clear Lake were critical, 
and she put together a scoring 
clinic Friday night at home vs. 
Cloverdale! 

– Coach Jody Ward

Photo by 
Maureen 

Moore

Furry Friends Hoping for a Home

Siberian 
Ginger

Ginger is a 2-year-old female Siberian Husky mix who 
weighs 56 pounds. She was brought to the shelter as a 
stray dog from the Ukiah area. Ginger loves other dogs and 
playing with them, so she’d especially love a home 
with a canine pal. We also think she’d enjoy 
going on adventures with older kids. As long 
as this girl gets the love and attention 
she’s always deserved, she will thrive in 
any kind of home.

The Ukiah Animal Shelter is located 
at 298 Plant Road in Ukiah, and our 
adoption hours are Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday from 10 am to 
4 pm and Wednesday from 10 am 
to 6 pm. We have many wonderful 
dogs and cats, awaiting their forever 
homes here. To view photos and bios 
of more of our wonderful adoptable 
animals, please visit our website: www.
mendoshelterpets.com or visit our 
shelter during shelter hours. More info 
about adoptions: 467-6453.

Photo by Sage Mountainfire

Cauliflower 
Crusted 
Pizza

Elizabeth Sinofsky of the Mendocino Tea Lady (1611 South Main 
Street, Willits; www.mendocinotealady.com) sends in this great 
alternative for gluten-free and carb-watching pizza lovers. “Simply 

a wonderful light pizza that is healthy and good for you!!”

Ingredients:
1 head cauliflower

2 cups of Italian blend cheese (with cheeses like Mozzarella, Provolone, 
Parmesan, Fontina, Romano and/or Asiago)
¼ cup Parmesan

1 teaspoon red pepper flakes
1 teaspoon garlic

1 lightly beaten egg
1 tablespoon almond meal (optional)

2 tablespoons Italian seasoning
1 teaspoon salt  

¼ cup pizza sauce
Toppings of your choice

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 450 degrees.
Remove stalks from 

cauliflower, and cut head into 
small pieces.

Place pieces into food 
processor. Pulse until the heads 
have become like tiny rice bits: 
12 pulses. (If you don’t have a 
food processor, you can grate the 
cauliflower into tiny pieces with a 
box grater.) 

Cook the bits in the microwave 
for 6 minutes.

Put the cooked cauliflower bits 
(when they’ve cooled enough to 
handle) into a clean tea towel or 
cloth, and squeeze all the water 
out. 

Put in a bowl.
Add Italian seasonings, salt, 

garlic, almond meal, 1 cup of 
cheese, and lightly beaten egg.

Mix together. 
Oil a piece of parchment paper. 
Place the whole mixture in the center, and press the ingredients into the shape you like for your pizza.
Place on pizza round, or baking sheet.
Bake for 20 minutes at 450 degrees; check often. Crust will become golden brown.
Take out and let cool for 5 minutes.
Add pizza sauce (lightly), red pepper flakes, your choice of toppings and remaining cheeses.
Sprinkle with love and happiness.
Place back in oven at 450 degrees for 10 minutes, or until your pizza is cooked to your liking.
Enjoy!

“Second, Covered California offers free preventive 
care – including screenings and immunizations 
– providing peace of mind and allowing people to 
receive treatment early in the disease process for 
better outcomes.

“Third, the government will begin assessing fines 
to those without health insurance in 2015, so taking 
advantage of open enrollment is more important than 
ever.”

After February 15, those without insurance must 
have a qualifying event, such as getting married, 
having a child or moving, to sign up for Covered 
California coverage. 

Those without health insurance can apply online at 
www.coveredca.com or can schedule an appointment 
with a local certified enrollment counselor at Mendocino 
County Health and Human Services, at any federally 
qualified health center, and at local Family Resource 
Centers. 

In the North County, appointments to enroll in 
Obamacare can be made at the Little Lake Health 
Center in Willits (456-9600), at Laytonville Healthy 
Start (984-8089) and at Long Valley Health Center 
(984-6131, ext. 22, and at the Round Valley Indian 
Health Center in Covelo (983-6181). 

In the Ukiah Valley, federally qualified health centers 
include: ARC Family Resource Center (234-3300); 
Consolidated Tribal Health (485-5115); Hillside Health 
Center (468-1010); Healthy Kids Mendocino (463-
5437), and the Ukiah Valley Rural Health Center (463-
8000). 

Some people who have begun the Covered Care 
application process have discovered they qualify for 
Medi-Cal, a lower-cost health insurance option. In 
California, Obamacare expanded Medi-Cal to cover 
several million Californians under age 65 whose 
incomes were previously too high to qualify. Now, 
those with incomes up to 138 percent of the federal 
poverty level will qualify for Medi-Cal.

The new income eligibility requirements are 
$16,105 a year or less for 1-person families; $21,708 
for 2-person families; $27,311 for 3-person families; 
$32,913 for 4-personal families; $38,516 for 5-person 
families; $44,119 for 6-person families, and on up. 

By entering data regarding income and family size at 
the California Care website, www.coveredca.com, the 
site will route your application appropriately to apply for 
Medi-Cal or a private insurance plan.

Individuals who make up to $46,680 and families of 
four that make up to $95,400 can qualify for financial 
assistance in paying premiums for private plans, and 

those with incomes less than about $29,175 for a single 
person and less than about $59,625 for a family of four 
in 2014 can qualify for subsidies for private plans. 

Because applications processed through Covered 
California often use electronic verification systems for 
income and identification, individuals whose income 
has changed significantly recently can help expedite 
the determination process by bringing a current 
pay stub (if they choose to meet with an enrollment 
counselor in person).

Covered California plans are administered through 
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield. Blue Cross is 
available to everyone in the county through Covered 
California, but Blue Shield is only available to some 
enrollees in certain zip codes – those in or near the 
cities of Fort Bragg, Willits and Ukiah.

Not all health providers accept Covered California 
plans, but all federally qualified health centers do, 
including those listed above where appointments can 
be made. 

Even healthy individuals who believe they do 
not need health insurance can take advantage of 
Covered California’s free preventive health care, 
including screenings for diabetes, high blood pressure, 
breast cancer, prostate cancer, colorectal cancer, 
high cholesterol, HIV, depression, obesity, sexually 
transmitted diseases, and more. The coverage also 
provides free immunizations, including those for 
influenza (the flu), hepatitis A and B, herpes zoster 
(shingles), and tetanus/diptheria/pertussis, to name a 
few.

Without insurance in 2015, people will face 
financial penalties amounting to the higher of these 
two amounts: 2 percent of their yearly household 
income (above the filing threshold of about $10,000 for 
individuals), or $325 per adult and $162.50 per child 
(the maximum penalty for a family under this method 
is $975) – whichever is larger. In 2016, the fee will be 
2.5 percent of income or $695 per person – whichever 
is larger.

Some people are exempt from these fines, including 
members of federally recognized Indian tribes and 
those who went without coverage for less than three 
consecutive months during the year.

“So,” the HHSA press release concludes, “it is 
hoped that everyone will take advantage of the open 
enrollment period and the available resources listed 
above” to help Mendocino County residents sign up. 

– Jennifer Poole
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Agenda
portray herself as a supporter 
of vocational training who is 
faced with tough administrative 
choices, coming both from the 
changing landscape of school 
funding and from the changing 
educational hankerings of Willits 
students. 

Johnson had asked for 
community input on the question 
of how to shape the district’s 
educational program in light of 
a new funding paradigm coming 
from Sacramento.

The new approach to funding 
is called the LCAP – the Local 
Control and Accountability 
Program. Under the LCAP, which 
is in its first year and appears 
to be the model for education 
funding for the next few years, the 
state will give the district money 
with very few strings attached. 

This is different than the 
previous model, in which state 
money was often restricted to 
specific uses.

Baechtel Grove Middle School 
Principal Maria de Los Angeles 
Mungia explained the difference 
in the previous and current 
funding paradigms. 

“It’s like, in the old model, the 
state used to give you a gift card. 
You got the money, but you had 
to spend it in certain stores for 
certain items. Now this LCAP 
program is like the state is giving 
you money. You can spend it 
however you want. That is the 
difference between the old way 
and the LCAP.”

According to Johnson, there 
are only three requirements 
for getting and spending LCAP 
money. A district’s programs 
funded using LCAP money 
must be used for one of three 
categories of students: programs 
must address the needs of either 
low-income students, students 
who are classified as “English 
language learners,” or students 
who are foster children. 

Johnson said 74 percent 
of Willits students meet the 
requirements of one of the three 
categories. She also told the 
group that, this year, the total 
amount of LCAP funding available 
is $780,000, about 6.5 percent of 
the district budget. Over the next 
few years, she said, the LCAP 
portion will increase to about $1.3 
million. 

Third District Supervisor Tom 
Woodhouse, who appeared at 
last week’s meeting of the school 
district’s board of trustees, where 
he informed the board that many 
of his Willits constituents feel the 
new CTE portion of the Willits 
High School campus is not being 
used as fully as it should be, 
was also present at Tuesday’s 
meeting.

Woodhouse had earlier urged 
his supporters to attend the 
Tuesday night meeting and, 
possibly as a result, 25 people 
were present. At a meeting on the 
LCAP held in November, only five 
people attended.

Many of those present Tuesday 
agreed with Woodhouse that the 
CTE wing of the high school 
campus is being underutilized.

Baechtel Grove Middle School 
teacher Mary Colvig urged 
Johnson to beef up the vocational 
training portion of the district’s 
program. 

“We have this fantastic wood 
shop and metal shop, but we’ve 
lost all these programs,” Colvig 
said. “Frankly, in Willits, for kids 
who don’t leave Willits, the jobs 
that are here are in the skilled 
trades. So that’s what needs to 
be taught.”

“Have kids changed that 
much? I can’t believe it,” said 
former Willits High Principal 
Chuck Davison. “When I was 
principal, we had six periods of 

shop. Larry Stranske taught it, 
and we had to turn kids away. I 
know if I had wanted to, I could 
have taught 14 periods of [shop].”

Chris Wilkes, a former Willits 
High School shop teacher who 
now works as a training chief 
for the Little Lake Volunteer 
Fire Department, painted a grim 
picture of how ill-prepared high 
school graduates are to function 
in the real world.

“It used to be when we had kids 
come to us for a job, we would 
hire them and we would have 
to teach them things like basic 
firefighting techniques,” he said. 
“But now, we have to teach them 
much more basic stuff, like how 
to sweep a floor. How to show up 
on time.

“The kids I am seeing now – 
and I mean this is all over, not 
just in Willits – have zero hands-
on skills. They literally don’t know 
how to do anything. The skilled 
labor force in our community is 
dying,” Wilkes said. 

Becky Bowlds, an ag teacher 
at Willits High, charged that 
the district has failed in its 
responsibility to fully utilize the 
CTE center, and that failure is 
rooted in the district’s inability to 
attract a qualified teacher, one 
who could teach a variety of 
vocational ed classes.

“When we built that facility, 
we said we would hire someone 
who could teach shop, and 
construction, and electrical, and 
small engine repair, and welding,” 
Bowlds said. “But when those 
buildings were completed, that 
wasn’t done.

“That kind of teacher is hard 
to come by, but you have to start 
now, and it has to be done in the 
correct way and in the correct 
places,” she said. “We are in 
desperate need of someone to 
fill those facilities and make them 
available to the general public so 
they can have the CTE classes 
they need. It’s where we need to 
go.”

Johnson told Bowlds the 
district had put out a notice that 
such a position was available but 
had received no applicants. 

Principal Mungia said people 
claiming CTE training was the 
only way to go were wrong.

“I think when you look at the 
world out there, it’s clear a lot of 
the jobs that will be out there are 
going to be college track jobs,” 
she said. “And I think that’s true 
in Willits, both now, and in the 
future. So it would be wrong to 
just focus on CTE, as important 
as that is. Because you need 
both.” 

Johnson tended to agree with 
Mungia. “We are not getting rid 
of CTE. We will never get rid of 
CTE,” she said. “The goal is to 
enhance it and to move forward. 
But how do we do that with all the 
other things on our plate?

“It’s the same with all of our 
other programs. We are not going 
to abandon our English language 
learners. We’re not going to 
abandon our staff development, 
although we are focusing more 
on behavior intervention and 
restorative practices, that sort of 
thing, this year, and not some of 
the other things.

“All of those things are still on 
our plate. We are going to move 
forward.”

When asked what the next 
steps in the budget development 
process would be, Johnson said: 
“My next step is to attend each of 
the school site council meetings. 
The school site council is made 
up of parents, students and staff. 
And hear their input as well. And 
then we will probably have one 
more community meeting to sort 
of share out what all of that stuff 
looks like.

“And then our job, for that last 
meeting, is to put some numbers 
to things and see where we’re at.” 

interest to local government.”
The 2015 agenda was drafted by an ad hoc 

committee led by supervisors Carre Brown and 
Dan Gjerde, which held meetings during October 
and November to include input from congressional 
representatives, county department heads, and 
community stakeholders. The ad hoc committee 
also utilized policy input from the California State 
Association of Counties and the Rural County 
Representatives of California.

The 2015 state-level lobbying agenda is in large 
part an expansion of the board’s 2014 agenda, 
with the addition of several topics reflecting recent 
state and federal legislative changes. The platform 
introduction says the 2015 agenda reflects “a 
slowly recovering economy impacting all levels of 
governmental programs, services, and funding; 
program and regulatory reform resulting from 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act in 2014; 
ongoing federal deficit-reduction measures; the 
continuing congressional earmark moratorium; and 
anticipated reform measures at the local, state, and 
national level.”

The county agenda is framed around guiding 
principles for legislative advocacy, including local 
control, rural county needs, preservation of funding 
for critical services, regulatory relief and reform, 
conservation of natural resources, and economic 
development.

Some issues, including internet sales tax, county 
biomass and biochar projects, and local energy 
delivery are also listed as federal-level priorities. 
Willits Weekly will cover the board’s federal 
legislative agenda in a subsequent article.

As in 2014, the agenda does not identify specific 
projects or “top priorities” – due to the current fiscal 
climate – but instead outlines a “slate” of policy and 
regulatory principles and priorities for “engagement 
in the coming year.” One change, however, is an 
expected increase in available state general funds, 
with an additional $2 billion estimated to be available 
for the 2015-2016 fiscal year. 

New additions to the 2015 agenda begin with 
two water-related issues. The first is local control of 
sustainable groundwater management, which was 
established in new state-wide legislation in 2014 and 
will be implemented over the next several years. The 
legislation requires local agencies to actively develop 
plans to manage local groundwater resources. 

Supervisors also plan to address Proposition 
1, the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure 
Improvement Act of 2014, a bond measure allocating 
$7.1 billion in state-wide funding for a variety of water 
storage and management projects. The agenda 
states the county – through the Mendocino County 
Water Agency  – will “convene goal-setting sessions 
with local/regional stakeholders to aggressively 
pursue available grant funding to assist with drought 
mitigation infrastructure projects, water supply 
planning efforts, and other water board mandates” 
under Proposition 1 funding.

Supervisors have expanded the priorities 
concerning countywide marijuana legislation in the 
2015 agenda to include more proactive legislative 
action protecting local cannabis production.

In 2014, the county’s legislative agenda 
addressed marijuana in terms of encouraging efforts 
to combat illegal trespass grows, and supporting the 
repeal or modification to marijuana prohibition to 
achieve greater county, state, and federal regulatory 
consistency.

The 2015 agenda considers marijuana legislation 
in light of potential upcoming statewide legalization 
in 2016 via a ballot initiative. The agenda specifically 
states supervisors will support the repeal of 
marijuana classification as a Schedule 1 drug, and 
will work to establish legal or policy outcomes that 
enable “the development of an effective framework 
for the regulation, taxation, and control of marijuana.” 

In addition, supervisors will promote “pro-active 
regional engagement and advocacy” to prepare 
for “impending legalization” and “protect local 
government economic interests, including potential 
revenue streams, environmental protections, and 
ensure sustainable public safety services.” 

The implementation of the Affordable Care Act 
and its impacts on Mendocino County in 2015 is 
also covered, and the agenda focuses on preserving 
funding streams as well as expanding provider 
options within the county.

“It is vital that local government funding streams 
reflect equitable distribution formulas to serve our 
rural constituents,” states the agenda, which also 
emphasizes the need to expand insurance plan 
options for locals. 

Other items include continued advocacy against 
high speed rail (until a dedicated funding stream is 
identified that does not use transportation dollars 
normally allocated to rural areas), and support for 
increased programs to ensure equitable distribution 
of funds for criminal justice realignment mandated 
by AB109.

The agenda states the county will work to support 
increased re-entry programs for released prisoners, 
including an inmate identification program in 
coordination with the DMV.

Issues that remain largely unchanged from 2014 
include restoring Williamson Act funding, supporting 
funding for outdoor recreation, advocating for 
reforms to the California Environmental Quality Act 
process, and preserving/restoring funding for many 
programs identified as priorities, including funding 
to support county fairgrounds and fair operations, 
school gardens projects, emergency medical 
services, and fisheries restoration.

Prison reform has been added to the watch list of 
additional issues for statewide advocacy. 
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A concert to benefit the
Willits United Methodist 
Church Roof
Reconstruction
Fund

Sunday • January 25 • 5 P.M.
Willits UMC

at School Street and Pine
Suggested donation $10

Supper to follow at 6:30 p.m.; suggested donation $8

WITH
JUST ENOUGH

featuring Kate Black, Helen Falandes and Clancy Rash

SARAH ROSE McMAHON
EMANDAL CHORALE

Rotary Club 
Crab Fest

Annual all-you-can-eat crab, minestrone 
soup, salad, and bread fundraising dinner.
Jan. 17, 2015 • Dinner Starts at 6 p.m.

Willits Community Center
111 East Commercial Street

Tickets are $45
Live music by Ed Rinehart on the piano

and Bear Kamoroff on the bass.
— No Host Bar —

After dinner a quarter auction will be held with
proceeds being divided between the

Willits Senior Center and scholarships
for high school seniors in Willits.

For tickets call Ann, 459-1440 or
drop by the Harrah Senior Center,

1501 Baechtel Road.

Imagination
Station

Preschool/Childcare Center
Enrolling Year Round

Hours: Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Toddler program begins at 18 months • Preschool: ages 3-5 • Elementary program: ages 6-10

Check out our website: www.preschooldaycarewillits.com
or look for us on Facebook

11 South Marin Street • Willits
459-6543

Art  Circle Time  American Sign Language

Outside Play  Snacks  Group Activities

Inquiry Based Learning  Spanish  Infant Care

239 South Main Street - Willits

In 2012, two trophies from 
the Giants 2010 and 2012 
victories came to the Willits 
Library, and Giants fans 
waited in a long line to see 
the trophies.

More than an hour before 
the doors opened this year, 
Giants fans had filled the 
foyer at City Hall, and a line 
had formed that went out the 
Commercial Street entrance 
and wrapped around the side 
of the building on Humboldt 
Street.

The rules were simple: one 
photo per person or group, 
and you could use your own 
camera or have one taken 
professionally by a member 
of the trophy tour team. 

Members of the Willits 
Junior Giants teams, part of 
the Junior Giants community 
program operated by the SF 
Giants franchise, were let in 
before the general public for 
their chance to look at the 
trophies.

The Willits Junior Giants 
baseball program usually 
has about 100 kids who 
participate, said Mike Tobin of 
the Sheriff’s Activities League, 
a Junior Giants sponsor. 
There are about 130 kids in 
the Ukiah program and about 
30 more in Covelo, Tobin 
said. The event generated 
a buzz on social networking 
site Facebook, where some 
quickly posted their photos 
to share the joy of having the 
Giants trophies in Willits.

Councilwoman Holly 
Madrigal may have said it best 
in this Facebook comment: 

“They’ll be back in 2016, 
that’s my prediction! Thank 
you Junior Giants for bringing 
these guys here. Crazy that 
we won this year, here’s to 
perseverance against all 
odds! Go Giants!”

From Page 1

The rest of
Giants trophies

Ericka & Kassy Aldaco, Minnie Ayers, Mike Martinez, Jose 
Arreguin, Jill Persico, Diane Schrieber, and Megan.

Willits Police Chief Gerry Gonzalez and 
Mendocino County Sheriff Tom Allman.

Emilio and the trophy at El Mexicano.

Lynda and Heather Walker.

Officer Cody Mason, Police Chief Gerry 
Gonzalez, and Officer Matthew Cydzik. 

Tito Duran, Leann Schnitzius, Michelle Schnitzius, 
Jim Schnitzius, Darrel Schnitzius (back row), 
Courtney Schnitzius, Hunter Schnitzius, and Kayla 
Schnitzius (front row). 

Jessica and Sam with the trophies.

Willits City Councilwoman Holly Madrigal.

Kathy Shuster.
Alicia & Tinley Logan and Ron Lovell.

Anna Flores with the Giants trophy at El 
Mexicano.

Aedan and Farrow Lockwood. Proud of 
our Giants!

Otto and Drew.

Colleen Pappadakis and Brendan 
Pappadakis.

Drew, Kahlia and Judy.

Sanderson / Laughlin family picture, with 
Ridge, age 1, getting to see the Giants 
trophies.

New Rotary 
Saw at LLFD

Above: The 
new saw, 
left, will 
replace it’s 
old counter 
part, right.
Left: 
Firefighters, 
from left:
Michael
Wilder, Adam
Seminoff,
Kevin Reedy, 
Tylor Yadon,
John 
Thomen,  
and Chris
Wilkes, pose 
with the new 
saw in front 
of the engine 
at the LLFD 
substation 
on Baechtel
Road.

Photos by 
Maureen 

Moore

Getting into structures with ease is important for 
firefighters, and knowing that what they need to grab is 
close at hand can mean one less complicating factor when 
on a call. Until now, not all the rotary saws used by the Little 
Lake Fire Department used the same mix of gasoline, requiring firefighters 
to have more than one gas mix and multiple gas cans on the engines.

With the purchase of a new $1,500 rotary saw, with funds raised by 
the Little Lake Fire Department open house and other events, now all the 
saws will be using the same mix. This saw replaces the last old one, which 
has been in operation for some 30 years. The “retired” saw will now move 
to a back-up position for the Urban Search and Rescue team.

The new rotary saw has eight different saw blade configurations, allowing 

it to cut through anything from concrete to metal to shingles and comp 
roofs. Typically a rotary saw is used for vertical ventilation to help prevent 
back draft, allowing the superheated gas to escape through a hole cut into 
the structure’s roof. LLFD firefighters noted this is a common procedure, 
used on about 50 percent of their calls.

Another new tool will soon be at the station: a hydraulic wench that is 
being custom- and hand-built in Oregon. This wrench was also purchased 
with donated funds, and Little Lake Fire Association members offer their 
thanks to everyone who helped make these purchases possible.


